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PRELIMINARY  ESSAY, 
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Iir  preparing  a  reprint  of  the  edition  of  Cbanofi/t 
woru,  tisiial^  known  as  Belize  edition,  and  ori^pnally 
included  in  the  series  of  Bell's  annotated  editions  of 
the  English  Poets,  it  seemed  adTisable  to  oonsider 
what  improvements  oonld  best  be  made  in  order  w 
add  to  the  convenienoe  and  Taloe  of  the  work*  I 
have  ventared  to  saggest,  in  partioular,  that  many 
of  the  poems  mi^t  be  re-exranged,  so  as  to  show 
more  dearlv  which  are  the  gennine  works  of  the 
poet,  and  w£ich  are  the  poems  that  are  probably,  and 
iQ  most  cases  decidedly,  spurious.  Tne  Advertise* 
mcut  to  the  former  issue  contained  the  following 
notice : — '*  This  edition  of  Chaucer's  works  includes 
all  the  poems  which  appear  entitled,  from  internal  ox 
external  evidence,  to  oe  considered  genuine ;"  but 
it  includes,  as  a  fact,  a  considerable  number  which 
are  now  positively  known  to  be  spurious.  It  did  not 
seem  advisable,  however,  to  omit  these,  because 
several  of  them  are  of  considerable  interest  and 
value,  and  are  worth  having  in  an  accessible  form ; 
besides  which,  thev  have  so  frequentiy  been  cited 
as  Chaucer's,  that  their  absence  would  be  a  practical 
inconvenience.  Indeed,  a  little  consideration  will 
show  that  many  of  them  crept  into  the  old  editions 
of  Chaucer's  works  because  they  seemed  to  be  worth 
preserving,  and  because  to  include  them  in  those 
editions  was  the  easiest  way  of  doing  so.  To  such 
VOL.  L  B 
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an  extent  was  this  principle  carried,  that  poems  were 
even  included  in  the  old  editicms  that  were  positively 
known,  at  the  time,  to  be  by  other  authors*  Tkns 
in  the  edition  of  1561 ,  now  before  me,  the  title  mna — 

*  Chaucer's  Woorkes,  with  diners  Addicions.  Newlie 
Fkynted  bv  Ihon  Kyngston,  1561/  Amongst  these 
**  diTcrs  additions,"  we  find,  at  foL  cocxzz^  back,  a 

e>em  entitled  '  Dion  Gower,  vnto  the  noble  King 
enry  the  iiij.*  At  foL  ccozxxiL,  back,  is  *  A  saiyns 
of  dan  Ihon,  «.e.,  of  Dan  John  Lydgate.  At  iou 
oocxxziT.,  back,  is  'Soogan  vnto  the  Lordea  and 
Oentilmen  of  the  Eiuges  honse,'  in  which  he  Sjpeaks 
of  **my  maister  Chancer,  Qod.  his  sonle  sane;  fti^d 
in  the  course  of  the  poem  he  quotes  the  three  ex- 
cellent stanzas  which  compose  Chaucer's  poem  of 

*  Oentilesse.'  At  fol.  cocxxxyij,  is  *  A  balade  of  good 
oounseile,  translated  out  of  !uitin  Terses  in-to  En- 
glishe,  by  dan  Ihon  lidgat  deped  the  monke  of  Bun/ 
But  the  most  remarkable  addition  is  the  whole  of 
the  long  poem  known  as  '  Lydgate's  Stone  of  Thebes,* 
in  three  books.  Similar  remarks  apply  to  other 
editions,  and  it  is  well  to  bear  in  mina  that  many  of 
them  include  pieces  which  not  only  are  not  Chaucer's, 
but  were  ne^er  supposed  to  be  so  at  any  time  what- 
ever. The  practical  conclusion  to  be  drawn  is,  of 
course,  that  the  occurrence  of  a  poem  in  an  old 
edition  of  Chaucer  is  no  certain  proof  that  it  was 
considered  genuine  even  at  the  time  of  its  first 
insertion ;  and  if  critics  would  but  understand  this, 
it  would  considerably  dear  the  way,  and  render  the 
oonsideration  of  the  eenuineness  of  the  Tarious  poems ' 
an  easy  task.  Indeed,  when  once  prejudices  and  pre- 
conceptions are  put  aside,  the  task  becomes,  as  I  mive 
said,  an  easy  one ;  and  we  anive  at  the  right  results 
readily  enough,  with  but  small  chance  of  error.  It 
is  easy  to  go  right  in  a  matter  when  we  hare  not 
first  been  taught  wrongly ;  and  I  suppose  that  few 
readers  will  find  any  difficulty  in  accepting  the 


raraKs  I  ahall  fpyre  bebw,  excepting  each  as  baTe 
imbibed  "wrong  notions  from  vanons  text-books,  and 
prefer  to  cUm  to  them  instead  of  looking  at  the 
qnestioos /or  £em$doe9. 

By  way  of  oonTenienoe,  I  first  give  bere  tbe  brief 
list  of  tbe  early  editions  of  Gbauoer,  wbiob  I  bave 
already  printed  onoe  before,  in  my  edition  of  Chanoer's 
*  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,'  p.  zxvL 

1.  Editfon  by  Wm.  Thynne,  London,  1532.    Fdlie. 

2.  Reprinted,  milk  addUiinud  maUer,  London,  1542.    Folia 
8.  Beprinted,  mith  tA#  maUer  r^-arranged^  London,  no  duie^ 

about  1551.    Folio. 
4b  Beprinted,  w(k  larg§  addUiana  bj,  John  Stowe,  London, 

1561.    Folio. 
5.  Beprinted,  with   addtUom  and  aUmUionB  by   Thomas 

Speght,  London,  15d8.    Folia 
e.  Boprmted,  withfukker  additiom  amd  aUenUiom  hj  Thomas 

Speght,  London,  1602.    Folio. 

7.  Beprinted,  with  Blight  mddUiotiSt  London,  1687.     Folia 

8.  Beprinted,  with  addUiom  and  great  alteratioiw  in  ipelUngt 

lECy  by  John  Uiry,  London,  1721.    Folia 

Tbe  above  list  shows,  at  a  glance,  bow  Chancer 
has  grown,  and  su^ests.  at  tbo  same  time,  that  the 
simplest  way  of  asoertaining  which  poems  are  really 
Chaucer's  is  to  consider  each  poem  separately  (1)  by 
tilie  external  evidence  other  man  the  fact  of  its  ap- 
pearanoe  in  an  old  edition ;  and  (2^  by  tbe  internal 
evidence  critically  applied ;  one  qnalilication  for  the 
critic  being  an  intimate  knowledge  of  Middle*£nglisb 
grammar. 

There  is  one  piece  which  I  sliall  dispose  of  at  once, 
riz.,  the  long  prose  piece  known  as  '  The  Testament 
of  Love,'  from  which  *'a  tissue  of  romantic  ad* 
venture  has  been  drafted  into  the  life  of  the  poet** 
The  fact  is,  simply,  that  it  is,  on  the  feu^e  of  it,  not 
Chaucer's,  and,  consequently,  that  the  various  par- 
ticulars in  his  biography,  which  are  founded  upon 
it,  are  really*  particulars  in  the  biography  of  somebody 
else;  if,  indeed,  they  be  not  purposely  £ctitioua« 
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It  is  easy  tc^  see  how  this  pieoe  was  inserted  Into 
Chanoer's  works,  and  we  may  even  he  thankful  to 
the  old  editors  who  thus  preserved  it  for  ns.  It 
was  worth  printing,  and  bad  a  oertain  oonnection 
with  the  poet;  as  thns.  Cbaaoer  made  a  prose 
translation  of  Boethins  <m  the  *  Consolatioii  cf  rhilo- 
Bophy/  which  has  latdy  been  edited  anew  for  the 
Early  En^iah  Text  Societyy  with  great  care  and 
skill,  by  Dr.  Morris.  This  piece  relates  how  the 
author  ({.«.,  Boethins  in  the  original)  was  pining 
in  prison,  bat  was  oonsoled  by  Philosophy,  who 
appeared  to  him  in  the  form  of  a  beantifal  and  gentle 
woman,  and  reasoned  with  him  on  the  dispensations 
of  divine  providence.  Now  *The  Testament  of 
Love'  is  a  direct  imitation  of  this,  probably  by  one 
of  Chanoer^s  pnpils.  The  author  likewise  describes 
himself  as  pming  in  prison,  but  as  oonsoled  by  a 
goodly  lady,  named  Iiove,  who  alternately  reproTes 
and  comforts  him,  ezaotiy  as  Philosophy  reproved 
and  comforted  Boethius.  A  ^good  account  of  the 
seneral  contents  of  the  piece  ifiU  be  found  in  Pro£ 
Morle^s  'English  Writen,'  iL  268.  Frot  Morley 
does,  indeed,  speak  of  the  work  as  *«  Chaucer^s,**  but 
he  is  reduced,  at  p.  274,  to  reject  all  previous  inter* 
pretations  of  the  **  pieoe  of  autobic^praphy.'*  But, 
surely,  on  the  &oe  or  it,  it  is  aaoddtUng  thata  man 
should  take  to  parodying  his  own  vronc  after  this 
fifMhion;  and  it  is,  moreover,  extremely  difficult  to 
see  how  any  person  can  read  a  certain  passage  in  the 
Testament  (miless  he  has  unconquerable  prepooooo 
sions),  without  seeing  its  incompatibility  with  the 
supposition  that  Chaucer  wrote  in  such  terms  abtml 
Mffuel/.    In  the  Third  Book,  Love  talks  thus  to  the 

frisoner ;  I  modernise  the  spelling.    "Quoth  Love, 
shall  tell  thee,  this  lesson  to  learn ;  mine  own  true 
servant,  the   noble  phSomfphical*   poei   m   EnglM^ 

An,   tlM   tnnsUtor   of  Boethiu    oa   tlit    <  Conioktioa  «l 
mao9ophy/ 


^fliibh  •remore  him  bnsieth  aiid  tmTaileth  tight 
Mra»  my  mane  to  mcop&m^  wherefoxe  all  that  will 
[iA  wiah]  me  good  owe  PU.  ought]  to  do  him  wrMp 
mmd  reoeremoB  tott,  InJy  ku  heiiet  nor  hUpeer  in  aekool 
if  m§  r«faf  toM  I  nmmfimi:  He,  quoth  she,  in  a 
treatiae  that  he  made  of  my  servant  Troilna,  hath 
this  matte  tonohed,  and  at  the  fall  this  question 
aasoiled  [resolved,  explained].  Certainly  h$  noble 
aayiDga  osn  I  not  amend:  im  goodmem  of  gentle 
manl^  speeeh,  without  any  manner  of  nioety  of 
*  atarieces  *  (ate)  imagination,  in  wit  and  in  good 
reason  of  sentence,  he  pa$ieih  aU  oAet  «o&art,  Ao. 
This  is  plun  English;  the  anther  says  that,  not 
being  able  to  wnte  on  a  eertain  topic  as  weU  as 
Chancer,  who  is  the  greatest  of  all  poets,  he  thinks 
be  had  better  let  that  matter  alone. 

The  really  interesting  point  is  to  observe  (hat  the 
anthor  seems  to  speak  of  Chancer  as  if  he  were  still 
living,  a  oonsideration  which  helps  ns  to  date  the 
composition  at  a  little  before  a.d.  1400,  a  ooncluaion 
which  exactly  agrees  with  the  internal  evidence. 
If  we  were  asked  to  believe  that  it  was  written  by 
Occleve,  there  wonld  be  nothing  much  to  urge  against 
auch  a  theory;  bat  to  attribute  it  to  Chaucer  hinif- 
aelf  ia  manifestly  preposteroua.  I  can  only  suppose 
that  the  wording  of  the  above  <|uotation  has  not 
been  previously  snflSoiently  considered*  We  aze 
thus  clear  of 'The  Testament  of  Love,' and  of  all  the 
diffioultiea  in  which  its  supposed  references  to 
Chaucer's  own  life  and  circumstanoea  would  in- 
volve us. 

Passing  on  to  the  consideration  of  other  pieces,  we 
have  really  i|uite  sufficient,  and  indeed  almost 
superfluous  evidence  as  to  most  of  them.  We  find 
at  the  outset  that  such  poems  as  ^  The  Canterbury 
Tales,'  •  Troilus  and  Criseyde,'  •  The  House  of  Fame,' 
•The  Death  of  Blanche  the  Dnchesse,'  'The  Parlia*  -^  -' 
ment  of  Foules/  and  'The  Legend  of  Grood  Women/ 
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are  all  acknowledged  by  himnetf ;  and  the  intenial 
evidence  not  onlj  at  once  oonfirms  their  gennineneaiy 
bat  affords  na  plentifal  information  as  to  atyleb 
dialect,  grammar,  prosody,  and  rimes,  saoh  as  maj 
help  ns  to  judge  the  more  confidently  as  to  his  other 
supposed  works.  He  also  dearly  acknowledges  the 
two  prose  treatises,  viz. :  the  translation  of  Boethins, 
and  the  treatise  on  the  Astrolabe ;  and,  when  we 
haye  indnded  these,  we  already  feersnie  as  to  all 
his  principal  prodnctions.  To  these  we  may  add 
saoh  as  are  attributed  to  him  on  good  MS.  authority, 
and  as  to  which  there  has  never  been  any  doubt, 
▼isi.:  the  poem  called  Chauoer's  'A.B.Om*  attributed 
to  him  m  some  verses  extant  in  MS.  Cotton, 
Yitdliusi  0.  xiii.,  leaf  255 ;  the  '  Complaint  to  Pite,' 
^made  by  Gfreffirey  Ghauder  the  aursatpoeto,"  as  is 
said  at  the  head  of  the  copy  in  MS.  Barl.  78,  leaf 
80;  *The  Complaint  of  Mars,'  **made  by  Geffi:ey 
Chauder  at  the  oomandement  of  the  renomed  and 
ezoellentPryncemy  lord  the  duo  John  of  Lancastre," 
as  said  in  MS.  Tnn.  ColL  Camb.  B.  3,  20,  p.  130; 
*  The  Complaint  of  Venus,*  which  belongs  to  the 
foregoing,  though  written  at  a  later  period;  the 
poem  oaued  *  Anelida  and  Aroite,*  written  by  the 
author  of  'The  Knight's  Tale,'  but  at  an  earlV 
period,  and  subsequently  made  use  of  to  furnish 
some  lines  both  in  that  tale  and  in  *The  Squire's 
Tale;'  and  a  few  other  minor  poems,  as  to  which 
there  has  never  been  any  doubt.  The  fdlowing  is 
a  oomplete  list  of  Chaucer's  works,  in  an  (approxi- 
mately^ chronological  order,  which  I  have  mainly 
taken  mm  Mr.  Fumivall's  *  Trial  Forewords,'  pub- 
lished for  the  Chaucer  Sodety  in  1871. 

Ohsaeei^s '  AB.O.,*  or  «Ia  Priere  de  Nostie  Daine.' 
*Oompl0yntetoPiie;'  ■ometimes  called  *  The  Oomplejnts  ot 

theX^ofPite.' 
«Dsth  of  Blsimoho;'  otfaerwin  called  'The  Books  of  thi 
TOtt0naj».1869. 


fLyf  oTSeinte  CecDe;'  nfterwardf  fnterted  Isto  fiie  'Cui* 

terbnry  Tales,*  m  *  The  Seoond  NiiD*t  Tale.') 
•The  Farlement  of  Fonlee,'  or  *  The  Anambly  of  Foolee.' 
•TbeCotDplamtofMan.* 

*  Aoelida  and  Anite,' 

•Boethius  de  Conaolaticnie  Phfloeophte;'  a  tnndatkm  In 

praie. 
•The  Former  Ace,  or  'iEtafl  Prima;*  printed  at  p.  180  of 

lyr-Moniiraeditioiior  thetranalatioiiof  Boethitti.    Itisa 

poetical  venioii  from  Boethiua,  «Dtitled  'Ohaneer  vpon  this 

fyfte  metur  of  the  eeoond  hook.' 

*  TroilQB  and  Orieeyde.' 

*  Cfaancei^s  words  to  his  srri?ener  Adam.* 

*  The  House  of  Fame  f '  about  ajd.  ISM. 

*The  Legend  of  Good  Women;'  the  earliest  walk  In  the 

metre  raiown  as  the  **  heroic  oonplet" 
«The  Catiteibury  Tales ;'  about  aj).  1386L 
*Good  Oouneeil  of  Chaucer;'  or  'Truth,'  or  'Fie  firam  the 

Pns;'  said  to  have  been  his  last  work,and,  if  so,  to  be  put 

lower  down. 
-  Hoder  of  God,  and  Virgin  Undefiraled.' 

*  Two  ProTcibes'  (eight  lines  only,  with  sixteen  spnrioiis  and 

unconnected  lines  sometimes  appended). 

*  A  Tnatine  on  the  Astrolabe;'  am,  1391 ;  hi  prase. 
•The  Complaint  of  Venus.* 

*Lenvo7  to  Sougan.' 
'  Lenvoy  to  BuKton.* 

*  nentilesse : '  a  poem  quoted  in  full  by  Scogan. 

*  Lacke  of  Sted&stnesBe ;'  or,  'A  Ballad  sent  to  King  Bichard  f 

about  AJ>.  1897. 
•Ballade  de  Viiage  saunz  Peintuie;*  also,  ineorreetly,  called 

•  A  Ballade  of  the  ViUage  (tte)  without  Painting.' 
•Compleint  to  his  Purse ;'  jld,  1399. 

Besides  the  above,  we  know  of  at  least  four  works 
that  are  now  lost.  These  are  (1)  *Origenes  iipon 
the  Magdalene/  mentioned  in  the  prologue  to  'The 
Legend  of  Oood  Women,'  for  which  a  poem  by 
another  author,  entitled  a  '  Lamentation  of  Mary 
Mi^alen,'  was  substituted  in  the  old  editions,  owinp: 
to  a  oertain  similarity  in  the  title ;  (2)  *  The  Book  oi 
the  Lion,'  mentioned  near  the  end  of  '  The  Parson's 
Tale ; '  (3)  a  translation  of  Pope  Innooenf  s  treatise, 
*  De  Miaeria  CSonditionis  Humame ;'  this  is  mentioned 
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in  fhe  Cambridge  MS.  of  *The  Legend  of  GooH 
Women,'  which  oontaina  a  passaee  somewhat  di& 
ferent  from  the  printed  amies;  and  (4)  a  translation 
of  *  The  Bomannt  of  the  Boee;'  on  whioh  see  scmie 
farther  remarks  below. 

The  above  woifcs  are  all  undoubtedly  and  admit* 
tedly  Chaucer's;  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
the  evidence  in  their  &yonr  is  ioMe^  viz,  external 
and  intemaL  For  other  works  (which  is  the  strong 
part  of  the  case)  the  suj^posed  evidence  breaks 
down  doMf;  fi>r  whilst  the  internal  evidence 
against  tiiem  is  weighty,  the  external  evidence 
in  their  fitvonr  &ils  at  the  same  time.  It  is  this 
eircnmstance  which  renders  it  so  eaa^  to  draw  v^  a 
eonect  liaL 

Of  the  remaining  poems  which  have  been  admitted 
into  most  editions,  and  are  to  befooad  in  the  present 
one,  the  most  remarkable  and  valuable  ia  *The 
Bomannt  of  the  Bose.'  Chancer  tells  ns  himself 
that  he  translated  the  French  poem  so  called  ;  and 
there  ia  extant,  in  a  MS.  at  Glasgow,  a  considerable 
fragment  of  a  translation  which  was  miade  in  thefonr* 
teenth  century,  and  which  I  beUeve  can  be  shown  to 
have  been  originally  composed  in  a  dialect  mnoh  mom 
northern  than  that  of  Ijondon.  The  early  editors, 
eominff  aoross  this  translation,  naturally  enough 
eonoladed  that  it  vras  Chaucer's,  but  there  is,  in  fiict, 
nothing  to  connect  it  with  him  externally.  It  ia 
not  marked  as  his  in  the  MS. ;  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  it  is  deficient,  so  that  it  does  not  contaitt» 
«.^.,  the  passage  which  Chaucer  copies  in  his 
^Doctoures  Tale'  (see  Tyrwhitt's  note  to  Cant  T^ 
12,074),  nor  yet  that  whidi  he  copies  in  his  stoiy  of 
Nero  m  the  ^Menkes  Ttde.'  And  when  it  eomes  to 
be  examined  caref ally,  it  presents,  to  those  who  have 
eyes  to  see,  and  who  are  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
Middle-Enfflish  to  apprehend,  such  clear  and  con- 
aistenteivi£noes  of  an  original  northsoen  origin^aa  ta 
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wM»  tiie  mtMtion  beyond  all  donbt*  To  wUoh 
aoay  be  adaed  that  it  transgressea,  oyer  and  over 
a^in,  the  Imwb  of  Chanoei^a  prosody  aa  obtained  from 
bi8  genuine  irorks,  and  oontains  aeveral  rimea  anoh 
aa  he  nerer  employs.!  In  a  woid,  the  partionlar 
translation  of  the  Bomannt  which  we  now  poesess^ 
and  which  we  mnst  Talne  beoanse  it  is  all  we  harop 
is  ty  onoiW  Jboiid. 

'The  Oomplaynt  of  the  Black  Enight,*  or  «Com- 
playnt  of  a  ix>yeTea  Life'  is  now  known,  on  MS. 
anthorityy  to  be  Lydgate*8 ;  and  the  critic  who 
knows  Lydgate's  style  will  not  dispute  this.  The 
references  in  it  to  Ghanoet^s  *  Legend  of  Oood  Women/ 
and  to  *  Aroite  and  Pahononn'  are  not  without  their 
special  intereat. 

*The  Cnokow  and  Nightingale'  waa  no  donbt 
inserted  amongst  Chancers  works  because  the  &rst 
two  lines  coincide  with  two  lines  in  '  The  Knight's 
Tale/  There  is  nothing  else  to  connect  the  poem 
with  Ohancer,  and  the  evidence  from  the  rimes  is 
s^ainst  it.  It  comes»  however,  mnch  nearer  to 
Cmaaoer's  style  than  most  of  the  spurious  poems. 

« The  Flower  and  the  Leaf  purports  to  have  been 
written  by  a  woman,  and  no  doubt  was  so;  the 
language  is  ao  clearly  that  of  the  fifteenth  centuiy 
(and  not  very  early  in  the  century  either),  that  it  is 
impossible  to  connect  it  with  Chaucer.  It  contradicta 
the  laws  of  prosody,  and  of  rime,  as  deduced  from 
his  genuine  works.  The  riming  of  ^  pleasure  "  with 
*'  desire  "  in  stanza  seventeen,  is  enough  to  make  ^e 
most  credulous  person  pause  and  reflect  Still  it  is» 
on  its  own  merits,  a  pretty  poem  enough. 

The  poem  entitled  'Chaucer^s  Dream'  is  absent 

^  I  ]»▼•  mad*,  for  mj  own  vse,  «  oonsiderable  lUt  of  rimM  in 
the  Bomftuni  whkh  agret,  not  with  ihoM  im  Chancer,  hut  with 
those  in  Barbonr'e  Brace  t 

t  IgiTO  one  example.  Thor€  (there)  it  rimed  with  Mor& 
Chancer  writes  thtr,  mori^  which  cannot  rime.  Barbour  writee 
tkar^  mar,  a  perfect  rime.    See  R.  E.,  1853, 
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from  the  fonr  earliest  editions.  It  was  first  printed 
in  1598,  so  that  there  is»  of  course,  no  autiiority  for 
connecting  it  with  Chaucer  beyond  the  titie ;  and 
the  title  merely  means,  if  rightly  understood,  that  it 
is  mn  attempt  (and  an  nnsuooecBfal  one)  to  imitate 
Chaucer's  style  and  language.  The  author  says  that 
it  is  '* in  eTil  English,"  and  calls  himself  ''a  sleepy 
writer;**  but  it  is,  on  its  own  merits,  not  so  ''evil 
written  **  after  all.  One  curious  characteristic  is  the 
astounding  length  of  the  sentences.  There  is  no  full 
stop  in  some  editions,  before  the  end  of  the  seventieth 
line ;  and  the  reader  who  is  cforious  in  this  matter 
stay  find  plenty  of  similar  examples.  It  is  needless 
to  say  that  it  is  not  Ghaooer*s,  out  an  imitation  of 
him.  The  final  e,  so  common  in  Chaucer,  is  here 
very  rare,  and  the  language  is  that  of  the  fifteenth, 
not  of  the  fourteenth  oentury. 

Of  all  the  pieces  attributed  to  Chaucer,  none  are 
BO  utterly  unEke  him  as  '  The  Court  of  Love.*  The 
language  can  scarcely  be  said  to  belong  even  to  the 
fifteenm  centuiy,  but  belongs  rather  to  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  YIII.,  or  OTen  later.  It  is  known,  too, 
how  it  came  to  be  inserted  into  the  muohcontaining 
and  singularly  comprehensiTe  volume  which  bears 
the  title  above-mentioned,  via.,  *Chauoer^s  Woozkes, 
with  diners  Addicions.'  It  first  appeared  in  the 
edition  of  1561,  when  J<rfin  Stowe,  who  was  casting 
about  for  what  he  might  include  in  his  edition, 
came  across  a  copy  of  it,  which  now  happens  to  be 
bound  up  with  a  copy  of  'The  Legend  of  Good 
Women,'  and  may  have  been  similarly  bound  up  in 
his  days;  whereupon  he  straightway  inserted  it 
Fortunatelv,  the  very  MS.  in  question  is  still  pre- 
served in  Trinity  College,  Cambridge  (marked  B.  3. 
19),  and  we  can  tell  for  ourselves,  by  inspection,  that 
it  is  unconnected  with  the  Chaucer  poems,  and  not 
to  be  dated  at  all  earlier,  but  rather  considerably 
later  than  aa  1500,  which  is  also  the  date  with 
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wbidi  the  language  of  the  poem  is  found  to  oor- 

In  fiaot,  lie  ivaa  misled,  and  we  can  tell  how ;  ao  that 
the  matter  la  aoaroe  worth  farther  diaonaaioo^  Theie 
18  not,  and  never  was,  more  reason  for  inserting  it 
amoDff  Chanoer'a  poems,  than  there  is  reason  for 
inserting  Ireland's  Yortigem  among  Bhakespeareli 
plays ;  yet  it  is  somewhat  strange  that  this  poem 
has  been  dnng  to  by  some  readers  and  writers  with 
great  tenacity,  chiefly  becanse  it  contains  the  not 
veiy  valnable  allusion  wherein  the  anthor  declares 
that,  at  eighteen  years  of  age  he  was  a  yonng  aum, 
and  in  another  passage  says  his  name  was  '*Philo- 
genet,'*  and  that  he  was  "  of  Cambridge  ekrk ;  '*  from 
which  it  seems  to  have  been  assom^  that  he  must 
be  identified  with  Chancer,  because  the  latter  speaka 
of  Tmmpington,  not  far  from  the.  same  fitmons  town. 
It  seems  to  have  escaped  observation  that  there  have 
been,  at  varions  times,  a  good  many  ''clerks**  at 
"Cambridge."  The  internal  evidence  against  the 
poem,  which  hardly  contains  one  cloAr  example  of 
the  use  of  the  final  e  which  so  abounds  in  Chaucer, 
is  simply  overwhelming. 

The  piece  called  the  *  Virelai '  containa  no  final  e. 
It  belonga  to  the  fifteenth  century.  It  was  inserted 
merely  because  Chaucer  said  tnat  he  once  wrote 
*  virelaies ;'  (see  *  Legend  of  Oood  Women/  voL  iii. 
p.  338 ;  alao  Franklin's  tale,  p.  495,  hehm). 

The  few  other  poems,  such  as  *  A  Goodly  Ballad,* 
'  A  Praise  of  Women,'  *  Prosperity/  •  Leaulte  vaut 
Bidhesse/  *  Three  Roundels/  and  Chaucer^s  *Pro* 
phecy/  are  of  small  importance. 

In  the  present  edition,  an  attempt  has  been  made 
to  bring  all  the  spurious  or  doubtful  poems  together 
into  one  volume.  They  proved,  however,  to  be  more 
than  sufficient  to  fill  the  fourth  volume,  so  that  one 
of  them,  viz.,  •  Chaucer's  Dream,'  has  found  its  wav 
to  the  end  of  the  third  volume.    There  is  not  much 
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fear  of  its  being  mistaken  for  Chaucer's,*  so  that  the 
line  has  thus  been  drawn  with  snffioient  sharpness. 
The  advantage  of  separating  the  tme  from  the 
spnrions  poems  is  so  obVioos,  that  I  hope  the  reader 
will  be  pleased  with  the  resnlt 

In  a  WW  places  where  new^  information  has  sn£^ 
gested  emendations  in  the  notes  to  the  former  edition 
(which  were  written  by  Mr.  Jephson),  snch  slight 
oorreotions  as  were  feasible  have  been  made.  All 
for  which  I  am  responsible  are  marked  with  my 
initials.  In  the  main,  with  the  exception  of  the  re- 
arrangement, and  some  necesBaiy  oorreotioDS  in  '  The 
life  of  Chancer'  in  voL  i.,  the  edition  remnins  the 
same  as  when  completed  by  Mr.  Jephson,  nnder  tha 
Bopervision  of  Mr*  Bubert  Bell. 

*  Mr.  Funi^all  spMks  of  ** '  Cliaiifitr's  Dreme/  which  one  oouU 
•VMC,  after  reading  it,  wm  mt  Chaaoir'*  i  Um  thiag  U  inpotwibto ;" 
«Mal  Fanwonia,>  C 


GEOFFREY   CHAUCER 
1398 — 1400^ 


BsmirmniO  lioir  little  it  known  «f  Shaknpem  isS  kit 
contempQnnMy  we  cannot  be  forprieed  at  the  ecantfaeei  ol 
the  tnfosnialiott  we  po«eae-  eonoeming  Chaneer,  who  flo«« 
rished  two  hmidied  jean  befofo  the  Eliiahctfaan  period. 
When  we  ooo8id«r»  indeed,  the  ramoteneae  of  hb  age,  and  the 
long  interral  of  darhneae  that  fbUowed,  it  beoomea  father 
natter  fbr  aupriae  that  we  ahoold  poneaa  ao  nraeh.  Thie 
inforniation  ii  derived  from  iwo  aonzoea  »  anthentio  doeaaent^ 
and  certain  paasagea  in  Chanoer'a  writinga,  auppoaed  to  oon* 
tarn  aUnaiona  to  hie  own  life.*  The  materiala  oollected  fiom 
the  latter  aoorca  are,  of  oonne,  purely  ooigeetnraL  Some  ol 
Chanoer^a  biographm  accept  them  without  heaitation*— othera 
eidnde  them  altogether.*    In  the  following  oatJine^  the  infe- 

1  Than  •Unstons  oocnr  la  n<  Court  qf  Lom^aaA  Ac  J^ttammt  ^  Lam 
[wlildi  vn  taowvrer  no  longer  regmrded  m  Cluuioar*aw-»W.  W.  &]. 

s  TiM  priadpel  Uognphcn  of  CbaaMr  ar»— 1.  Ldaad.  a.  Spcglit, 
1590.  3.  U1T7,  i7at.  Thii  biography  WM  not  written  \j  Vrry, 
baviag  baca  preflxed  to  th«  folio  after  his  death  i  bat  hie  aeaie  is  need 
la  refening  to  it,  to  ideatify  the  edltloo.  4*  Tjrrwhitt,  1 775-0. 
5.  Qodwia,  1 803.  C.  Sir  N.  U.  Nieolae,  184S.  Of  these,  the  ant  three 
are,  apoa  the  whole,  the  least  reliable  for  ihete.  Lelaad,  who  liTed 
neareet  to  Chancer^  time,  aad  whose  oonunissioa  of  iavestlgatioa  ia 
the  archlTes  of  the  religions  honses  opened  vp  mnch  general  iaforma* 
tiOD,  aboaads  la  aiistakcs.  Speght  deals  largely  ia  statemeats  aa- 
sastained  bj  prooA.  Urry,  who  exhibits  pains  ia  the  structnre  of  hie 
nairatiTe,  bleads  the  speeulatire  and  the  tree  la  each  a  way  as  to 
render  hit  laboors  eomparatlvely  Talneless.  Tyrwhitt  was  the  flm 
who  rednced  the  biography  to  the  few  historical  items  that  were 
capable  of  doenmeatary  verification,  r^ecting  all  the  rest  Qodwia 
added  several  new  particulars;  bat  his  volaminons  work  is  so 
overlaid  with  oonjectural  matter  that  it  cannot  be  consulted  with 
eafistj,  ezo«pt  fbr  it»  ciiticisnks,  which  exhibit  taste  aad  discrimlaatlon* 
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mioM  tliat  lio^e  been  drawn  from  the  works  of  CbMntott  m 
cuvfolly  distinguBhed  from  the  fretf  that  are  supported  hy 
historical  evidence;  and  the  groonds  are  stated  which  dtber 
entitle  them  to  notice,  or  justify  their  rejection. 

The  birth,  birth-place,  parentage,  and  education  of  Geoffrey 

Chaucer  are  inTolved  in  obscurity.   According  to  a  tradition» 

which  cannot  now  be  traced  to  its  origin,  he  was  bom  in 

*      1328.   LeUmd,  lus  first  biographer,  speaks  of  hixn  throughout 

r  as  if  he  were  bom  much  later;  which  would  seem  to  be  con* 

firmed  by  a  deposition  made  by  Ghaneer  himself  in  1386b 
when  he  was  cited  as  a  witness  in  a  cause  of  chiTafay  between 
Lord  Serqpe  and  Sir  Ridiard  Gnwfsnior.  In  this  doeoment. 
Chancer  aTers  that  ha  was  then  of  the  age  of  *  40  and 

f^  upwazd%'  whidi  would  fix  his  birth  about  1343  or  1344; 
but  as  the  depositions  of  the  other  witnesses  on  the  same 
occasion  are  extremely  lax  and  inaceursie  respecting  their 
ages,  the  aTerment  can  be  considered  only  as  a  matter  of 
fimuy  not  intended  to  convey  any  more  definite  tenn  than 
that  the  witness  was»  more  or  isss,  upwards  of  fiirty.  Sir 
Hsiris  Nicolas  shows  that  the  deposition  is  not  to  be  relisd 
«pon»  in  oonssquence  ofthe  rsmaxkable  mistakes  made  in  the 
ages  of  other  deponents,  *  some  of  whom  are  stated  to  have  been 
ten,  and  others  even  twenty  years  younger  than  they  really 
were.'  We  know  hj  the  inscr^tion  on  Chancer's  tomb, 
erected  in  1556  by  Nichobe  Bcighanit  a  poet  and  man  of 
erudition,  that  he  died  in  1400 1  and,  as  we  lesm  incidentally 
from  his  own  writings,  and  those  of  Gower  and  Oodeve,' 


The  btography  by  Sir  V.  Hanii  Hkolas  li  the  bmmI  eonp 
aatbtntio.  Sir  Harris  itrletljr  oooSdw  hit  aamtlT*  to  fboU  cxtneted 
ftcm  tiM  pobUe  rteonU,  many  of  which  had  «temp«l  Mi  predeeeMon. 
a&d  points  oat  olcsrlj  th«  emmcow  lafcftBoas  and  soppoiitioBsthaS 
had  been  drawn  from  Chaoeer*s  writingB. 

1  That  Chaaocr  had  attained  a  oonsiderabia  aft  at  the  time  of  his 
death  ia  plaeed  bejrond  donbt  bj  deeislv*  testinMoles.  Gower,  ia 
i39a-3«  speaks  of  him  as  being  *now  hi  his  dafsa  old;*  OcclcTOb 
lamenting  bis  death,  apostrophises  him— ^O  nudster  desvs  and  Udir 
Nverent  ;*  terms,  says  Sir  Uairis  Rieolas,  *  long  need  to  indlcata 
ifspeet  tor  age,  and  Ibr  snperlority  In  any  pursait  or  selsaoo}*  Chanocc 
sUudaa  to  himself  aa  being 'olda  and  natestyt*  and  Lalaad  says  thas 
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thftt  he  lifcd  to  sn  adTanoed  age^  then  is  fome  probtkiUljyiff 
no  exAct  authoritj  In  iavoar  of  tiie  earlier  date.* 

A  passage  in  The  Tettammt  pfLom  is  eapposed  to  detsi^ 
mine  the  dty  of  Loodoa  as  his  birth-place,  and  would  be 
conclnaiTe  of  the  fiict  if  other  particulars^  drawn  from  the 
same  eomroe  and  proved  to  be  erroneoas^  had  net  thiown 
sospioieo  npon  the  anthority.'   Of  his  familj  almost  nothing 

1M  •]!?««  to  tiM  pviod  of  gi«7  liilii;  aad  aft  kDgtli  ftnad  old  i«B  tilt 
Snatait  diMMa'  Iho  writ-knowa  portnlt,  pMuttd  by  Ooelofo  ftoD 
BHBMvy  (Hirl.  M&  4866),  agrMi  with  th«M  dMcripttoot,  and  lopmiiiti 
Clunoer  with  gray  holr  and  baud,  and  fcatnraB  bearing  orldent  traoai  ot 
oldageu  In  anoUier  portrait  found  in  an  early.  If  not  oootmponry.Mpy 
of  Oedore'a  poems  In  the  Royal  MS.  1%  D.  Tt.  be  alio  appean  T«y  oM^ 
InUlng.  as  in  Ooelore^s  portrait,  a  string  of  beads  In  his  left  hand. 

1  'Tbe  Urth  of  Cbaooer  In  i|S8.*  obeorrcs  Tyrwhitt.  *has  been  settled, 
I  aippose.  fhxn  some  inscription  on  bti  tombstoiM^  rignliying  that  he  died 
In  i49Qpattheageof7i.'  This 'sapposition*  has  been  adopted  as  a  matter 
of  f«et  by  Ur.  Singer  and  othsn;  bat  there  is  no  erldenoe  whatrrv  In 
support  of  It  Ko  noord  of  soeh  an  Insoriptlon  has  been  dtsoorered. 
The  data  of  i]iS  was  first  stated  In  print  l^  Spcght  bat  npon  what 
groonds  does  not  appear.  In  the  deposition  made  by  Chaocer  in  1186, 
he  sayi  that  he  had  then  home  anus  Ibr  twenty^esten  years.  Thlo 
ptooss  the  ooauacnosment  of  his  military  career  in  the  year  ii59»  when, 
asRmilng  him  to  havo  been  bom  In  inS,  he  was  thtrty-ono  yean  of  age. 
As  most  men  irho  bore  anns  entered  the  profession  at  a  mach  earlier  age^ 
the  iisot  tends  to  dlsersdlt  the  date  of  his  birth  asrigned  by  Speght  although 
the  Inference  eannot  be  considsred  conelnslva.  On  the  other  hand,  the  age 
Indicated  by  the  deposition  Is  Itnlf  diseradlted  by  several  drewnstsnces. 
It  as  Is  generslly  assnmed,  Chanoer  prodooed  his  FatMommd  qf  BMl»  In 
115S,  we  mnst  bsitov%  according  to  the  depoiition,  that  he  wrote  them 
when  he  waa  not  mors  than  fonrteen  or  fifteen.  [Or  mther  serenteen  or 
lAghteen :  Chaooerls  statement  that  he  was  of  the  age  of  forty  and  upwards 
in  i|S6  Is  good  evWenee  that  he  waa  bom  aboat  1140.  The  tradition  that 
he  was  bom  In  iia8  has  no  aathentldty,  and  doss  not  agrse  with  tko 
known  liMts^W.  W.  &) 

t  Tkt  Uilammt  pf  Lem  ^  an  aDegcry  written  In  prose,  the  heroine  of 
which  Is  a  lady  named  Margnerite,  who,  notwithstanding  that  the  anther 
typifies  her  as  a  pssrU  and  gives  os  to  anderstand  also  that  the  name  is 
intsBded  to  npresent  grace,  Tirtoe,  wisdom,  and  holy  church,  is  neverthe- 
less addressed  throughout  as  a  woman,  to  whom  the  writer  ofl«n  up  his 
homage  with  a  Yivacity  that  cannot  be  mistaken  ibr  the  expreesion  of  a 
merely  spiritual  sentiment  The  ingenuity  that  extrscted  flvm  this  mysdcal 
composition  a  due  to  a  series  of  incidents  which  the  most  carefhl  examina- 
tion wiU  faU  to  detect  In  what  the  author  hkoself  calls  the  *wimplei 
and  folds'  of  the  allegory,  is,  perhaps,  without  a  paralleL  The  real 
signification  Tailed  under  all  Uiis  eUborate  devotion— if  it  have  any  other 
signification  than  that  which  the  title  of  the  piece  very  phUnly  convej»« 
nay  bedUBoolt  if  not  impoesiUe,  at  this  dlstanos  of  tiin%  to  detsrmtnti 


it 

is  known;  and  it  would  be  idle  to  repeal  the  epeeoktioDi 
that  have  been  ndaed  npon  several  persons  of  his  name*  who 
Ihed  in  the  eerly  part  of  the  foorteenlh  osntniy.  Leisnd 
asserts  that  he  waa  of  noble  funily;  Speght  thinks  that  be 
was  the  son  of  a  certain  vintner  who  lived  at  the  corner  o( 
Eirton-kne.  and  left  all  his  proper^  to  the  chnich;  Pitt 
aays  that  he  was  the  son  of  a  knight;  Hesm^  that  he  was  a 
merchant;  and  Urry  conjectons  that  he  was  the  eon  of  ooe 
John  Chaocer,  who  attended  Bdwnid  IIL  to  Flanden  and 
Cok)giM.  It  ia  cortsin  that  he  received  the  education  off  a 
gentleman;  and  it  is  no  less  esrtshi  tiiat  his  fiunily  were 
neither  noble  nor  distfwgnishid,  althoo^  than  is  sniBdent 
fesson  to  ocnebde  that  they  were  wealthy  and  re^MctaUe. 

It  has  bsen  faifened  fkom  an  allnsion  in  Tk§  CofiUmhwrff 
Talm  that  he  was  educated  at  Osmbxidge.  Lduid  says  he 
was  of  Oxford,  and  that  he  finished  his  studies  at  Paris.* 
Other  biographers  reconcile  these  slatementi  hy  supposing 


bet  tee  en  bi  no  doeM  ^^ 

•vtdMiM  HBlMt  ttM  iBfonaoet  dn^wmfiron  !««  immmniV  Imi  It  ftar 

Wflttnlif«i«liDtnr(piol»lil7spapU)ofliliL  Tte  pmh^  In  whlab  Ik 
li  »  hlgUy  pniMS  MMBf  to  impir  tiMit  IM  HM  ittU  aUvs^W.  W.  8.J 
>  Vtwj  mif§  ttfett  tbb  HUM  (vaitovlf  glvw  mr  -  ~  ' 
CaaiMl«;Chaarir.te.)  li  origliuaiy  FMuh.  I 
Tyrwliltt  «|i  Um*  it  fStiMTi 
eadtlnt»aoooidtef  to  tha  oU  tptUiiiff,  ChnoMrir.  tt  nlfflit  te  antmi 
from  Cktmftcim,BB.  ^OmwhUhtfUa  mOtftt  nd«tlM  UUm  ticki^^mam. 
nt  it  DOW  loMma  tlist  kli  SOlMr  John  ChMHtr  tfM  «  vtttSMr  tai 
~  t«ltefcaiiBioltar1ieMMiiMA||Mit  tlMlhiiSnedfctii 
•  tndkto  snadawCbH^Mulo.   IHH  Mario  hm  twloi  i 

▲pcU^IJ49»l 

•  TyrwUttlilionUf  JerttoLAuiS  la  oying  that  ba  i 
oSnaUlon  to  OoKted  *wUlioot  «  liiadow  of  proof  Ho  nay  hovo  iMd 
SRNmdt  ftr  Ihi  ioppoiitiaou  aiid  pcobabtf  hod,  altaoi«a  IM  did  Bol  Mato 
ttm.  QodiHiidiaDom%intliodelleodoaofnaflMioiidCTott*ditoOoiiw 
•adStnidikbotli  aoppond  to  hova  baa  odaoatailoftOKaHd,«naaMftr 
Miofiag  tliot  GbaaoMT  baouna  aoqoalotad  with  nim  thon^  tbi  poia 
balDgoMof  bItJvTaniloworiDL  IfLataBiiiatoba  «rMtttad,bo««Mrar,ba 
mada  Qonor^  oognaintaimi^  aot  oft  Osted,  bet  In  tbo  laaa  of  CSBOrt, 
Laiaadii  atorrcT  CbaooK^  tnvoit  into  Vaaot  to  eoBpMi  bii  4  ~ 
liatinlj  loMid  I17  Tymbttt 


IT 

Ikat  Gbmoer  wm  of  bolh  uoivenitiet;  boi  ttr  Hairit 
Kieohi  ofaRrm  that  'Iheie  ii  no  proo^  howBvor  UUy  it 
iDfty  be^  that  he  bekngBd  to  atlier.' 

Under  whatew  «»pice8»  or  in  whatew  pkoe,  Chanoar 
■tadied*  the  extent  of  hie  acqnivemenU  is  abundantly  testified 
byhiawoiks  and  the  evidence  of  his  oontemporariea.  He  was 
well  acquainted  with  divini^  and  philosophy  and  the  scho- 
lastio  learning  of  his  age,  and  displays  in  nnmcroQs  passages  an 
intinmte  knowledge  of  astronomy  and  of  most  of  the  sdenoes 
as  &r  as  they  were  then  known  or  cnltiTated.  He  is  said  to 
ba;ve  originally  selected  the  law  as  his  prafe8sion»and  to  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Inner  Temple,  where  npon  one  occasion 
he  was  fined  two  shillings  for  beating  a  Franciscan  fiiar  in 
Fleet-etreet'  The  statement,  however,  shonld  be  received 
with  cantion,  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  lawyers  were 
not  admitted  to  the  Temple  till  long  after  Chancer  had 
devoted  himself  to  other  employments.* 

Althoagh  it  is  impossible  to  trace  the  duxnology  of 
Chanoer's  poems  with  any  approach  to  certainty,  there  can- 
not be  mnch  hesitation  in  assuming  the  TroUui  afid  Creieide 
to  have  been  among  hia  earliest  productions.  It  is  jilaced 
first  in  the  enumeration  of  his  works  by  Lydgate,  who  ex- 
pressly assigns  it  to  his  youth ;  a  statement  better  entitled 
to  credit  than  the  announcement  by  the  same  authority  that 
it  was  translated  from  'a  books  which  is  called  IVo;>Ae,*  or 

1  This  auMMMe  ii  related  by  Speght  on  tbe  satborftjr  of  Mr.BocU^r, 
wta<\  be  eeyi,  had  eeen  the  record  of  it  in  the  Inner  Tempi*.  Leland 
cttrrobontee  the  ftet  ol  Chaaoor  having  stodled  in  *the  ooUesee  of  the 
Jawjpen^*  hnt  m  vnul,  with  a  ringnlar  oonAieiun  ol  dates,  assignlnir  the 
psrtodtothelatfevend  of  the  ralgn  of  Richard  11^  when  Chancer  was  not 
only  an  old  man,  hnt  otherwise  prorided  ibr,  and  extremely  nnlikely  to 
hsgln  the  study  o<  the  law. 

*  Thynsi^  who  oompiled  the  flrrt  eomplete  edition  of  Ghanoei^  work% 
aayethat'tbe  hiwyers  were  not  of  the  Temple  tiU  the  latter  parte  ot  the 
reygne  of  Edward  III^  at  which  time  Chancer  was  a  grave  manne,  holdoi 
In  greate  credyt,  and  employed  in  cmbawre.'  When  Edward  in.  died» 
Ghaneer  wae  ftrty-nine  yean  of  age,  aflsomlng  that  he  was  horn  in  112S. 
Mr.  Singer  oheervcs  that  if  it  oonld  be  proved  that  Chancer  was  a  member 
ef  tbe  Inner  Temple,  *it  wonld  be  saffldent  evidence  of  his  birth  and 
fortame,  fbr  only  yoong  men  «f  nohks  andopnknt  flunilies  ocnld  snpport 
the  azpsBse  of  this  Ian.' 
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than  CbsQoer's  own  nngnlar  dedaratkm  tiiat  his  origiad 
was  a  Latla  author' called  LoiliW  No  such  book  or  author 
haa  erer  been  disoovered  to  haTB  existed;  and  the  substanoa 
of  the  poem,  which  Chanoer  amplified  and  altered,  is  to  be 
finmd  in  the  FUotiraio  of  Boccaccio.* 

The  date  of  27ia  JunmbUy  of  FawU^  or,  as  it  is  elsewhera 
called,  TAe  Fmriiamvui  </Bird$y  may  be  referred  to  the  year 
1358,  upon  the  supposition,  which  appears  to  be  geneiaUy 
admitted,  that  it  was  oompoeed  with  reference  to  the 
intended  marriage  between  John  of  Ghkunt  and  Blandie  of 
Lancaster,  which  took  plaoe  in  1359,  and  which  the  lady  is 
repiesented  in  the  poem  aa  deferring  for  a  twelvemonth.* 
From  this  oircumstance  also  we  gather  the  not  unimportant 
&et  that  at  this  time  Chancer  was  on  terms  of  intimacy  with 
John  of  Gaunt.  The  poem  called  Chaucer's  Dream  was 
formerly  supposed  to  hsTe  been  written  on  the  occasion  of 
the  nuptials.* 

The  first  authentic  notice  of  Chanoer  occurs  in  1359,  when 
it  iqipearB,  npon  his  own  authority,  that  he  served  under 

I  lyrwliitt  oonftam  hlottlf  uiabls  to  cxplala  *YkOfw  Pooo^cclo  AoaU 
!»?•  aoqsind  the  DMiie  of  Lomot.  and  tlie  A<M«rate  tha  tttla  oC  SV^ 
tat  Godwin  tan  no  dlAcoIty  in  tbacaaa^  and  thinks  lt*abaiinltodiip«la 
tba  axiataioa'  of  LoUhM,  of  whom  he  aTOwadly  knowi  nothing  UmaalfL 

CAflvaU.ttMrimplflstioliitfonorthaa  riddte  Is  to  eat  tht  knot  bf  tto 
ioppoiltloo  that  therhaTe  no  real  answar.  Like  aU  other  Jdiddle-KuffUaii 
writm*  Chanoer  addnoee  his  authorities  in  ttM  vaguest  manner,  menly 
tktiag  tha  names  of  anthors  wtio  were  tuppomi  to  have  wrlttsn  on  ttia 
sul^BOt.  -The  statsmant  of  Lydgmte  is  boiTowed  fiom  ttas  wocds  'seitli 
Ttophee'  in  Ghanoer's  Uonkes  Tale^  Hereula^  st  1  (sea  vol.  U.  p.  191). 
Ot  this  apoeryphai  author  nothing  Is  known  beyond  the  remark  *flla 
vatas  Chaldeoram  T^pheos,'  in  the  margin  of  ttn  BUeeaeia  US. ;  and  ha 
'  prabablj  nover  existed.  Asto  LolUaa»  tlw  right  solntion  Is  doabtiem  thai 
at  Br.  Latham,  tia.  that  a  misooooeption  of  tha  eense  of  Hoeaoe*s  iina 
•Tn4BnibalUseriptor«m.maxhneLoUi'  (i^pist  L  2.  i>-4edtD  thanotloo 
that  LoUins  was  a  writer  on  the  Trojan  war  I  And  the  mers  notkm  wm 
quite  enoo^  to  oaose  him  to  be  cited  aooordingly.— W.  W.  S.] 

s  The  ftmale  eagle  wooed  by  the  three  *  teroels'  is  made  t»  ariL  t»  a 
fvr's  tmgHb&,  Bee  the  poem,  toL  IL  p^  J85: 

*.  .  .  nnto this yersba done 
I  sake  reeiAte  for  to  avieen  mee; 
And  after  that  to  hare  mj  choioe  il  fkaa.* 

•  [It  Is  eertsia  that  the  poem  called  As  Xhwm  is  not  Chanosi^  hirt  Is  «f 
later  dataw    The  mistake  arose  fhan  eonfhshnt  with  TU  J/ttk  if  lis 
1sa  ToL  iU. »  ii?»  a  M2*-W*  W.  &i 
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timaci  IXL  in  the  czpaditMm  agunsl  VnoM,  wgm  wludk 
iieeaiion  ke  was  madft  pnsoner.  At  this  period  h«  is  detcrilMd 
fl0  iMing  'of  ft  fiur  and  beaotifiil  oompleziaa,  his  kipe  fiiU  end 
ndt  hk  die  of  ft  just  medium^  and  his  port  and  air  graoefiil 
and  augestie.''  It  ia  euriooa  that  in  thia  year,  1359,  when 
Chaneer  waa  a  prisoner  in  France,  Godwin  confidently  aeaumee 
tiiat  he  waa  xeaiding  at  Woodstock;  and  dUa,  in  support  of 
thb  opuKion,  some  descriptive  passages  which,  he  thinks» 
•flulBeiently  answer  to  the  geography  of  Woodstodcpark.* 
Whetiier  Chancer  ever  rerided  at  Woodstock,  as  mosiof  his 
Inographeis  aaaert,  cannot  he  determined,  for  there  is  no  proof 
of  the  iaet;  hot  it  ia  evident  that  he  could  not  have  resided 
there  in  1389** 

1  This  danviptioii  is  ghren  hj  Uny  fhmi  a  portrait  of  Cksiwir, 
ptlBtod  at  tiM  Mgt  of  thirty,  and  then  (1721)  in  the  ponniion  of 
O«org«  OrMBwood,  of  Chasleton,  in  Oloncettcnhire,  Esq.  The  por- 
trait if  also  mentioned  by  Oralnger.  Sir  Uerrii  Kicolu  hte  eoUeeted 
aa  aooonnt  of  sU  the  known  anthentic  portraits.  That,  by  Oceleve, 
already  allnded  to,  is  the  beit  yet  discovered.  It  repretenta  Chaneer 
with  his  grey  beard  bi-forked,  in  a  dtrk-coloared  dress  and  hood,  a 
blsek  ease,  oontaining  a  knife  or  pen-case,  in  his  vest,  his  right  hand 
extended,  and  a  string  of  beads  in  his  left.  Tlie  portrait,  also  previ- 
oosly  mentioned,  in  Oeotere's  poems,  is  a  fnlMength,  in  black  yeit, 
hood,  stockings,  and  pointed  booti.  A  third  portrait,  in  7%e  Canter* 
hturp  IVilet,  Lanad.  HS.  85 1,  dating  within  twenty  yean  of  the 
poet^  death,  is  a  small  fltU-length  inserted  in  the  initial  letter  of  the 
volume,  in  a  long  grey  gown,  red  stockings,  and  black  shoes  fastened 
with  sandals.  Here  the  head  is  bare,  and  the  hair  closely  cnt.  Sir 
Harris  Nicolai  ttikn  to  other  portraitt;  but  these  appear  to  be  ttaa 
BBOSt  aathentie. 

*  Endless  dlseanloiis  might  be  raited  on  saeh  passages  ■•  Godwin 
dtes,  leaving  the  qvestion  in  the  end  exactly  where  it  was  in  the 
beginning.  More  considerat  ion  is  due  to  the  anthentio  statement  that  a 
house,  still  denominated  in  deeds  and  legal  instruments  as  *  Chaaeerli 
house,*  adjoins  the  principal  entrance  of  Woodstock-park.  But  eveii 
the  speculation  which  this  fact  would  seem  to  warrant  is  set  aside  by 
Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  who  observes  that  this  house  *  was  more  probably 
the  house  of  Thomas  Chaucer,  to  whom  the  Manor  of  Woodstock  was 
granted  by  Henry  the  Fourth,  ten  years  after  the  poet's  death.*  This 
Is  the  earliest  evidence  extant  of  any  connection  of  the  name  of 
Chaneer  with  Woodstock.  It  is  possible,  no  doubt,  that  the  poet  at 
•one  time  resided  at  Woodstock,  and  that,  consequently,  it  might 
bare  been  seleeted  as  a  gift  to  the  son ;  but  this  kind  of  inference, 
whatever  show  of  probability  it  may  carry,  cannot  be  allowed  to 
I  any  historical  weight.  Speght  tells  us  t^at  the  square  stone 
r  the  park  gate  jailed  Chaucer's  house,  was  passed  under 
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At  what  time  Chanoer  Tetnned  to  England  has  not  ben 
Moertamed.  It  is  probable  that  he  wae  nneomed  ea  the 
eoodiision  of  the  peace  of  Chaitree  m  1360^  ae  thcve  k 
ground  fiv  Buppesing  that  his  manriage  took  plaee  a  dial 
jear.^  Amongst  the  penons  bnmght  orerto  England  in  her 
xetinne  by  Qiuen  Philippe  in  1338  was  Sir  Payne  Boet,  a 
natiTB  of  Hainaolt,  and  Qnienne  King  of  Arms.  This 
gentleman  had  two  daughters:  Katherine»  who  entered  the 
aenriee  of  the  Dodiese  Blanehe,  the  fint  oonsort  of  John  of 
Gannt^  Doke  of  Lancaster;  and  a  yonnger  draghter»  Phi* 
lippa,*  who  was  taken  into  the  royal  household  as  one  of  the 
maids  of  honour.  To  this  lady  (who  has  been  oonibonded  by 
some  writers  with  Philippe  Piond.  also  one  of  the  maida  of 
honour)  Chancer  was  maniedi  an  allianoe  that  aabeeqnently 
brought  him  into  the  most  intimate  relations  with  John  of 
Gannt  In  September*  1366,  the  Qoeen  granted  an  annnal 
pension  of  ten  marics  to  PhUippa  Chancer,  whieh  was  oon« 
tinned  to  her  by  the  King  affcer  her  Mijesty's  death  in 
13691  when,  being  no  longer  in  the  royal  hoosehold,  she 
became  attached  to  the  person  of  the  Doehess  Constanee, 
tiie  second  oonsort  of  John  of  Gannt.  In  the  intsnral  her 
sister  Katherine,  having  married  Sir  Hngh  Swynfiird,  a  Lin- 
colnshire knight,  and  become  a  widow,  had  retnmed  to  the 
Dnke's  senrioe  in  the  ciq^ty  of  goTemess  to  the  children  of 
his  fi)tmer  Doehess.  While  she  wae  in  this  eitoation, 
gatherine  Swynfiurd  ia  supposed  to  haTO  yielded  to  the  eoli* 


that  ■•»•  tqr  QoMB  EUnbith  to  flM  taosat  who  tha  hdd  il  I  aad  we 
iMrn  from  Uny  that  In  hit  time  tlitrt  wm  a  printed  eopyof  ChaaMn 
worki,  with  a  Latin  ineolptlon  en  Um  fliat  psfe,  elialaed  la  the 


>  Thia  lathe  date  gtv<n  ty  Tyrwhltt,  bat  wttiwat  raiteaaei  to  any 
anthoritf •  8lr  Hanto  Kledlaa  aliowt  that  the  manla<e  mmft  haft 
tak»  pUMe  at  leait  belbie  SepCemher,  Utftf. 

*  TheaaBMofFhUippawatatthattlmenuKhiMdlBHalMnlt^'te 
fefaid/  at  ene  of  the  old  biographen  taya, '  of  ita  bdng  the  Qoeaa^ 
name.'  Sir  Hanli  NioolM  thinki  it  not  nnlikelj  that  thU  ladrt  bap. 
tiimal  name  wae  given  to  her  fhMn  being  the  Qoeenl  god-daughter.  He 
ijeakt  of  her  aa  being  older  than  her  rfater  Katherine.  The  eatly 
,wlthcxtaterpTObabiUtj.f      '^   ^ 
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I  of  ^  Dnln,  wlio  fint  made  her  bit  miitrtit,  tad 
alUnmda  manied  her*  TlieDake'tfegaidteCluwoer«id 
his  wife  wat  eviaoed  by  fubstaatial  gi&k  In  I37s»  ba  oon* 
ftmd  iqpott  Philippt  Chinoer  ft  peoskm  of  loL  per  aoiiittiii 
and  Oft  difoent  ooeeaioiui  preeented  her  with  valuUe  pre- 
oeate,  beeidee  beetowmg  other  marke  of  bia  fitvoor  and 
protoetion  ea  her  bnaband  aad  ehiidica* 

In  1367,  Chancer  waa  made  oaa  of  the  Tabtoof  the  Eng'a 
chamber;  and  in  the  aame  year  the  King  granted  him  aa 
annual  ealary  of  tvrenty  marks  for  lift,  till  be  aboold  be  other* 
wise  provided  for,  mider  the  designation  of  *  dilecios  Yalettaa 
noster/  wbidi  Seklen  says  'waa  oonftrred  on  yonng  bmra 
designed  to  be  kttigbted»or  yoong  gentlemen  of  great  deeoent 
or  quality.'^  Chancer  appearstobaTe  been  absent  ixom  Bng* 
land,  on  the  Cng'a  eenrioe^  in  the  sunmer  of  1370;  and 
towMda  the  end  of  137a  be  was  joined  in  a  commission  with 
two  dtizans  of  Genoa»  fixr  the  pnrpoee  of  determining  npon 
an  EagEih  port  where  a  Genoese  oommeicial  establishmant 
might  be  fivmed.  An  advance  of  661.  i3<«  4<2.  having  been 
made  to  him  on  the  ist  of  December,  on  aooonnt  of  bia 
expenses,  be  is  supposed  to  have  left  England  immediately 
after;  and  all  that  is  actually  known  of  bis  mission,  observee 
Sir  Hsrris  Nicolaa,  drawing  bis  information  from  the  entriee 
in  the  Issae  Bolls,  is  tbst  be  visited  Florence  and  Genoa,  and 
that  be  certainly  returned  to  England  before  the  aand  No- 
vember, 1373,  on  which  day  he  received  his  pennon  in 
person. 

It  waa  dazing  hie  visit  to  Italy  on  this  occasion  thai 
Chaucer  ia  said  to  have  visited  Petrarob  at  Padua,  a  snppo- 
dtioD  derived  from  a  passage  in  the  Piologua  to  the  Cierk 
ff  Oxet^MTt  TaU^  in  which  the  narrator  saya  that  he 


1  flien  fa  ■wh  oohAhIob  ia  th*  esrij  MographlM  in  thit  mstter. 
Vnj  fay*  thftt  Chaoeer  wu  loon  after  made  Gentleman  of  Use  Klng^ 
Fkivy  Chamber,  that  aa  additional  pension  of  twentj  marki  was 
bestowed  npoB  him,  and  that  ha  waa  sabtequently  appointed  Shield- 
hearer  to  the  King.  The  whole  of  these  sUtamenU  appear  to  hare 
ariginated  ia  tha  grant  and  appointment  abOTa-mcatlonad,  whioh 
nlMie  ia  timlsiaad  bj  f  idsase 
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'UmaA'  ilM  Ule  of  Chiselda  from  «  'wortiij  dark*  fli 
VtAvLt,  'Frannoeift  Petrark,  the  laoxeat  poete.'  If  Quuioflr 
had  made  thu  ftatem«Dt  in  his  own  penon*  whidi*  nn^ 

the  opportunity  of  doing,  there  could  be  no  gioonda  fior  any 
diameafon  aa  ^  ita  truth;  but  having  made  it  through  the 
medium  of  a  fietitioua  character,  and  not  in  hia  own  poreon*  the 
fact  of  aubh  an  interriew  having  ever  taken  phMd  haa  been 
called  into  question.  Whether  the  reasoning  founded  i^on 
the  manner  in  which  (Jhanoer  thought  fit  to  communicate 
the  tale  ia  sufficiently  satis&ci^ory  to  discredit  the  source  to 
iHiidi  he  refers  it*  every  reader  must  be  considered  competent 
to  decide  for  himself.  Upon  this  point»  however,  it  may  be 
Will  to  observe  that  a  distinctjon  should  be  drawn  between 
that  which  ia  given  ea  fiction  and  thai  which  ia  ststed  aa 
lealityi  and  that  when  Chancer  alludea  to  a  zeal  person  in 
the  introduction  to  the  stoiy,  he  so  fiur  departs  firom  the  dra* 
matif  assumption  maintained  in  the  rest  of  the  prologue.  Asit 
is  dear  that  the  Clerk  of  Ozenford,  being  porely  an  imaginaiy 
personage^  could  not  have  learned  the  story  at  Bwlua  firam 
Petrarch,  the  difficulty  becomes  narrowed  to  a  choice  of  two 
very  obviona  alteInatives^— we  must  bdieve  either  that  the 
wbde.  etaiement  is  an  invention,  for  which  no  inteUigible 
reaeon  can  be  assigned,  and  which  is»  certainly,  on  the  face  cl 
It  improbable;  or  that  Chancer  himeelf  obtained  the  story 
npom  Petrarch* 

Several  circumstancea  tend  to  strengthen  tins  latter  con* 
efanon,  which  acquires  additional  leroe  from  the  abeence  of  a 
single  partide  of  evidence  against  it  Petrarch  waa  aft 
Arqua»  near  Padua,  when  Chaucer  it  known  to  have  been  at 
Florence.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  Chaucerfrom  vint- 
ing  Petrarch ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  extremely  likdy 
that  he  would  have  desired  such  a  meeting.  That  hia 
visit  to  P^ua  should  not  be  found  recorded  in  the  Issue 
Bolls  cannot  be  alleged  as  a  ground  of  donbt,  because  the 
Soils  mention  none  of  the  places  he  visited  except  FUttence 
nd  Qenoat  to  which  dtiea  he  ftppeaia  to  have  gone  on  the 
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I  «f  his  misfeion.  The  time  when  Putrwch  viide  Um 
I  transktion  of  the  taleof  Oriselda  from  the  Ddnamtrot 
(whidi  tmitlatioft  ie  rappoeed  to  hare  fnnuihed  Chanoc 
with  the  fctory),  caanot  be  fixed  with  preduoni  but  it  u 
needless  to  enter  upon  a  discnssion  of  dates  which  are  not 
dispotedt  ibr  the  pnipose  of  showing  that  the  tiaaslation  wai 
made  befigra  the  period  of  the  supposed  meeting.  If  Sir 
Hairis  Nioolas's  opinion  that  Chanoer  was  not  aeqnunted 
with  Italian  (an  opinion  which  most  readers  of  Chanoer't 
poetiy  will  agree  with  Mr.  Wright  in  njeeting),  ooold  be 
admitted  to  be  well-founded,  it  would  help  still  fbrther  to 
•nstain  the  inference  that  Cliaiicer  did  not  get  the  story  (rom 
the  Ikeaw^eron,  but  from  a  Latin  source,  and,  therefore^-moal 
probably,  from  Pctrardi's  translation.  But  it  is  not  necessary 
to  establish  this  inferemx  in  order  to  support  the  suppouUon 
that  he  procoied  the  story  from  Petrarch.  It  does  not  seem 
very  certain  ftvun  the  language  of  the  Clerk  that  he  obtained 
it  from  a  translation,  or  from  a  writing  of  any  kind,  but 
lathcr  from  word  of  mouth,  lie  tells  us  distinctly  enough 
that  he  *  learned'  it  of  a  '  worthy  clerk,'  and  again  that '  this 
worthy  man  taught'  him  the  tale.  It  is  true  that  towaids 
the  cottchision  of  the  tale  he  tolU  ua  that  Petrarch  '  writeth 
this  storie^'  a  cimunstanoe  which  does  not  invalidate  the  pre* 
sumption  that  Chaucer  may  have  learned  it  orally  from 
Petcarch.  Upon  thia  point,  a  note  (which  has  escaped  the 
vigilance  of  Chancer's  biographers)  made  by  Petrarch  upon 
his  translatioD,  may  be  thought  to  possess  some  interest* 
Betraxch  obeerFes,  in  reference  to  tlie  story  of  GrisetdOf  that 
'  he  had  heard  it  many  years  before'— that  is,  before  Boccacdo 
bad  made  it  the  anbject  of  one  of  the  novels  of  the  Deeamerom 
Am  it  thus  appears  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
atory*  which  was»  in  all  probability,  a  popular  legend,  ha 
might  oonaequently  have  related  the  sub«tanoe  of  it  to 
Chaucer,  before  ha  had  made  his  translation  of  the  novel,  or 
befibre  he  had  even  seen  the  Decameron,  The  allusion  by 
the  Ckrk  of  Oxenford  to  the  fact  that  Petrarch  had  written 
the  absxj,  don  not  neoeaaanJy  imply  that  Chaucer  received  it 
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in  thit  shape;  beetoM  Tke  Ccmter^ury  TaUi  ware  aotoom* 
poted  till  many  yean  afUr  Peiraieh'a  death,  when  the  trane- 
lation  mnat  have  been  genenlfy  known.'  The  enuaeien,  abob 
of  all  nofciee  of  Boecaooio,  to  whom  Chaneer  had  been  largdj 
indebted*  not  onl j  in  71U  C^nUrhmrf  TaU9,  bvt  vpon  other 
occaeiena,  althoiigh  not  in  itaelf  eondnsive,  ia*  at  leaat»  a  mg* 
geitite  element  in  the  ease.  If  Petrarch  had  oommnnicated 
the  etoiy  aa  haring  derired  it  himaelf  firem  Boecaerio»  it  may 
be  preannied  that  Chaneer  woold  lunre  made  some  refaenoe 
to  ita  original  aonzee.  That  he  haa  not  acknowledged  hie 
oMigatfana  to  Boccaeeio  ebewhere  is  nothing  to  the  porpoee; 
ftr^in  thoee instances  he  makes  no  aeimowledgment  whsteter, 
while  here  he  goea  ovt  of  his  way  to  make  an  explicit  avowal 
of  his  authority. 

The  only  olgeetof  eifktng  ench  points  ss  tiieee  is  to  exhanst 
the  specolatiODS  that  preeent  tfaemsdres  in  the  coarse  of  the 
inqnixy,  and  to  reduce  a  question  of  some  literary  interest  to 
its  exact  Umitk  The  resnit  is  dear  and  simple.  There  are 
no  proofr  that  Chaneer  and  Petrarch  met  at  Padna;  ner  b 
there»  en  the  other  hand«  any  eonstenctive  or  eoflateral  eri* 
dance,  ae  to  isnBp  place,  or  circnmataaoes,  to  show  that  ench 
a  meetimg  waa  impoesible,  er  eren  unlikely.  The  fiwi  teste 
altogether  en  Chancer'a  own  testimony,  given  in  the  person 
of  the  Clnrfc  of  Oienford,  and  the  precision  of  that  testimony 
shonld  not  be  overlooked  in  weighing  the  amonnt  of  credit  to 
whidk  it  is  entitled.  The  Clerk  does  not  say  in  general  terma 
that  he  obtained  the  story  firom  Petrarch,  but  that  he  learned 
it  ftom  him  at  Padna.  A  statement  ao  partienlar  caniee  at 
an  ofinte  the  i^pearance  of  being  intended  to  i^ply  to  an 
aetnal  ooeorrence,  and  not  to  a  fietitioas  incident. 

The  death  of  the  Dndiece  Blanche  in  1369  enppliel 
Chaneer  with  the  snbjeot  of  his  poem  called  Tk^  Book  q/iie 
JhuhmM,  known  in  the  eariy  editions  by  the  less  appropriate 


dfad  ia  JNilr,  f  374.  MMl  tht  «vlflrt  eats  •Mfs^' ^  ns 
2Wm  isntetftneat  to  t  jae. 
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tifleof  2!U  JDrMMi^OftaM^r.  Mr.  Qodma  tbiAi  i]ia«» 
fioin  the  tenmr  of  tlut  poem,  *  we  ms^ocmolvde  with  oartainty 
tint  CQimear  wet  vmiieiTied  wlieii  be  wrote  it|'  ftiaetin 
wmch  be  ie  eoofirmed  hj  the  dieouverj  thit  Fhilippft  Picera^ 
who,  be  aeys,  wae  'unqneitionsbly'  tiie  wifr  of  Gh«ieer» 
noeiTed  «  peiHum  fron  tbe  Sixigfn  ber  mftidan  neaie  m 
1370,  a&df  thenfeei  eonldiiot  baire  been  married  to  Gbanoer 
till  afterwarda.  Thia  ia  a  <diaraeteris(ao  aample  of  the  errara 
into  wbieb  tbe  imaginatiTe  biogtapbera  of  Cbsuoer  baife 
lalkii;  entva  wUcb  they  frequently  endevToor  to  anpport  bj 
tnma  of  leaaoning  that  eommit  tbem  to  still  more  eititmi* 
gent  bypotiieaea.  Tbna,  in  oider  to  acoonnt  for  tbe  aingokr 
dreiimatanoe  of  tbe  daughter  of  Sir  Payne  Boet  not  bearing 
her  fhtber'a  name,  Mr,  Godwin  informs  ns  that  it  waa  very 
common  in  Frsnee  Hot  persona  to  have  'two' aomamee  (whiob 
there  ia  no  eridenee  whateTor  to  show  waa  the  eaae  with  the 
lady  in  qoestion),  and  that»  oonseqnently,  brothers  and  aiaten 
'often  exbiMted  in  their  ordinaxy  signatures  no  token  of 
fdationahip.'  It  ia  afanoat  anperflnoos  to  observe  that  thia 
statement^  whatever  it  may  be  otherwise  worth,  ia  only  a 
waste  of  ii^;enioQ8  speculation  in  reference  to  the  Roet  fandiyf 
who  were  natiyea  of  Qermany,  and,  thereibre,  not  governed 
by  the  coatoma  of  Franoe.  Beliering  that  be  bad  found  in 
Ghaneer^a  poema  aome  grounds  for  the  opinion  that  the  poet 
bad  been  ten  years  a  auitor  to  this  Pbilippa  Pieard,  Mr. 
Ck>dwin  thinks  it  necessary  to  explain  why  she  did  not  marry 
him  sooner;  and  then  he  proceiids  to  assign  the  reason.  He 
takea  it  for  granted  that  she  could  not  have  been  indifferent 
to  the  pretensiona  of  ao  aoeomplinhed  a  lover ;  '  but,'  he  adda» 
not  in  tbe  language  of  inference  or  auppoeition,  but  as  if  it 
were  an  aaocrtained  fact, '  ahe  could  not  resolve  to  quit  the 
•arvico  of  ber  royal  mistress.'  Tbe  'mam  teple  of  bet 
obje0tion»'  however,  having  been  removed  by  the  death  of  the 
Qneen,  Mr.  Godwin  tells  ns  that  'their  nuptials  were  cele- 
brated as  soon  as  the  general  laws  of  decorum,  and  the  idaai 
of  iemak  delicM^,  would  sUa*  •' 
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Th«  next  •nthentic  notice  of  Chsnoer  oceint  fan  t  writ 
dated  a3rd  April*  1374,  granting  him  a  pitcher  of  wme  daily** 
afterwicda  oomimited  into  a  money  payment*  In  the  sanM 
year  he  was  appointed  ComptxoUer  of  the  Cnatoma  11  the 
Port  of  London*  nnder  atrict  conditions  that  he  was  to  writo 
the  roUa  of  hia  office  with  hia  own  hand*  to  be  cowrtantly  pie* 
aent*  and  to  perform  all  the  dnties  in  penon*  and  not  by 
deputy.*  At  the  same  time  the  penaion  of  loLf  which  the 
Dnke  of  Iduicaster  had  c(m&rred  upon  the  poet'a  wift  two 
yeara  before*  waa  converted  into  an  annuity  to  both*  to  be 
held  for  li^  by  the  aarnvor*  and  to  be  paid  oat  of  the 
levennea  of  the  Savoy,  In  137$*  Chancer  obtained  a  grant  of 
the  landa  and  cnatody  of  the  aon  and  heir  of  Edmond  Staple* 
gato*  of  Bilsynton*  in  2^t  ;*  and  alio  the  cnstody  of  fi?« 
'aolidatea'  of  rent  in  Solya*  in  ICent»  a  mattar  of  little  peca* 
Biary  Talne.* 

Soon  afterwardi  we  find  Chancer  employed  on  two  aecret 
miaaions;  in  1376  in  the  'comitiva*'  or  retinue*  of  Sir  John 
Boriey;  and  m  X377  in  aaaodation  with  Sir  Thomas  Percy 
(afterwarda  Earl  of  Worcenter),  with  whom  he  proceeded  tc 
Flandera*    The  objeeto  of  these  miaainna  are  not  recofdedi 

1  This  granl  has  glroi  oomsioii  to  a  Ttrielj  cf  ■pewrfatfaMn  as  to 

the  dreoBtUaoet  mdcr  which  It  took  plaeo;  bat  thtj  mmj  bo  dl^ 
nliMd  at  hsTioff  bo  moro  claim  to  credit  than  Spegfara  report  d 
Ghanoer  haTtag  ben  preient  to  MUea  vith  Feinreh,  «t  the  Dake  of 
QaioiMe*!  marriage,  la  ildS— a  ciicumrtMioo  of  which  no  pioof  of  aay 
toad  can  bo  addoeed. 

'  <  The  monej  toIoo  of  the  grant  m§j  bo  oetimatod  ftomthoamnanl 
raailTed  in  pajment  of  the  wine  tor  a  period  of  eight  amntha  Itoia 
Oetober,  1 375.  to  Jane,  1 377— 7<.  »•  ^Ki  ^  ^^uge  earn  at  that  period. 

*  Hone  of  the  rollc  to  tlie  handwriting  of  Chaneer  are  known  to 
aslit  t  and  the  only  record  that  hat  been  traced  haviag  relaSien  to 
his  oflica  ii  a  grant  to  him,  to  i370,of  aiomof  7ii4«>dd^beingallne 
loTied  on  one  John  Kent,  of  London,  for  ihlpping  eone  wool  to 
Dordrecht  without  paying  the  daty*  the  attcm)>ted  fraad  having  haea 
an>arently  brought  to  light  by  the  TigiUnce  of  Chaucer. 

^  It  appean  that  this  was  a  loerative  gaardlanship,  the  sum  of  104!. 
having  been  paid  to  Chaaoar  ftr  the  wardship  and  manlago  «f  the 


*  A  *  soUdatc*  sooordtag  to  Blount,  was  as  muAh  land  as  was  worth 
aihnUngaanaaUy;  bat  Sir  BairtsNlooUs  thlakathm  la  great  denbl 
■r  to  tta  piadaa  vatoa. 
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bvi  ii  !t  ibM  by  iMflwt  that  in  the  Febraay  of  Ikt 
latter  jtv  Im  was  joined  with  Sir  Gniefaaid  d'Angle  (aflw 
waxda  Earl  of  Huntrngdon)  and  Sir  Bichard  Strang  to 
ncgociate  n  aeeret  treaty  for  the  marriage  of  Eidiaid,  Mnoe 
of  Wales,  with  Maxy,  daughter  of  the  King  of  France.  Sir 
Harris  Nioolaa  shows  ihat  Froissart  has  mistalmn  the  d«tee 
and  the  eimnnstanoes.  Chancer  was  in  Flanders  in  Fehraaxy 
with  Sir  ^omaa  Percy,  and  waa  in  London  in  April,  when 
he  reorived  a  payment  in  person  on  aoooont  of  his  serriesst 
and  was  again  despatched  with  a  letter  of  protection  to  com* 
tinne  in  force  till  the  following  Aognst.  In  the  June  of  thia 
year  Edward  ILL  died,  and  his  sncosssor,  Biebard  XL,  con* 
tinned  to  Chaoosr  his  annual  grant  of  so  marks,  with  an 
nddittonal  grant  of  the  same  amoont,  in  lien  of  the  daily 
pitcher  of  wine.  In  Jannary,  1378,  he  was  joined  with  Snr 
Gnichaid  d'Angle  and  others  in  the  n^;ocistion  for  the  King's 
marriage;  and,  rstnming  in  a  short  time  to  England,  waa 
sent  in  tiie  month  of  May,  with  Sir  Edward  Berkelsy,  tc 
Lombardy  on  an  embassy,  the  precise  nature  of  whicdi  is  not 
known.  Throughout  the  whole  of  these  dipkmiatic  engage* 
ments,  for  which  Chaucer  received  regular  payments,  he  eon* 
tanned  to  hold  his  office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Customs ;  and 
aa  the  condition  of  personal  attendance  had  not  yet  been 
formally  abrogated,  we  must  infer  that  he  received  special 
permission  to  absent  himself  on  these  occasions. 

Upon  his  departure  for  Lombardy,  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should  have  two  representatires '  to  appear  for  him  in  the 
courts  ;*  and  the  persons  he  eelected  were  John  Gower,  the 
poet,  and  one  Richard  Fonester.  This  evidence  of  the  long* 
standing  friendship  between  Chaucer  and  Gower  affords  m 
gra:tifying  confirmation  of  the  personal  regard  they  expressed 
towards  each  other  in  their  works;  and  which  we  would 
willingly  believe  to  have  lasted  to  the  end  of  their  livea, 
notwithstanding    that  ita  dissolution   some    time    bet'oie 


>  Or  H.  meolsi.    It  ii  not  dear  far  what  porpots,  wtaethtr  SB 
isfiirsDes  to  hte  olBee,  or  hit  phvato  aftlis. 
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CluHiMr*t  daith  has  been  made  a  eolgeoi  of 
Cheneer's  oommentaton.^ 

Esrij  in  1379  Chanoer  raCamed  to  England}  and  nothing 

moce  ia  known  of  him»  except  that  ho  oonttnned  to  xeoeive 

Ua  penaiona  either  in  peiaon  or  hj  aasignmen^  till  1381, 

whan  be  ma  appcuited  Coinptroller  of  the  Petty  Cnatoma  in 

I  the  Foffi  of  London,  in  addition  to  bia  former  office.    We 

I  learn  tether*  fimn  the  naearohea  of  his  laat  biographer,  that 

in  Notettber,  13849  he  obtained  a  month'a  kave  of  abaence, 

on  aooonnt  of  his  pxiTate  a&ira,  on  which  oooaaian  a  depnty 

■  waa  awominto  perform  bis  datSea;  and  that  in  the  following 

Pebraary  he  waa  finally  relaaaed  fiom  the  drudgery  of  personal 

attendannet  by  bebg  allowed  to  appoint  a  permanent  depnty* 

Being  now  at  liberty  to  consult  bis  own  inclinations»  he 

tomedbia  attention  to  political  affiurs,  and  waa  deeted  one  of 

the  vepreaentatiTea  of  Kant  in  the  Parliament  which  met  at 

Westminater  on  the  ist  October,  1386.    All  circumstances 

eoneor  in  justifying  the  supposition  that  he  entered  the  House 

of  Comnmns  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  ministers  of 

the  daj,  who  were  in  the  interest  of  his  friend  and  patron,  the 

Duke  of  LaacaatBT*    TbePariiamentaatoDly  a  month;  and 

ito  pRweedinga  were  directed  with  great  videnoe  agabst  the 


1  Tbt  graeads  apoB  tihieh  tbdr  frtaadiiiip  ii  •■ppcsad  ta  ter«  1 
totwnvtod  wUl  te  ftend  stated  in  tba  latrodnetioii  to  the  Mm  ^ 
Lamm  3lrie,  ?oL  tt.  p.  ^  TIm  reoelTtd  aotton  that  Gower  ww  anta- 
aadant  to  Ghaaear  It  aBtlraly  crronfooa.  It  obtalnad  enrmi^  ftvm 
Dr.  JohBMBli  baitf  aasartioB  that  Chaaoer  waa  Gower^  *diaeiple.* 
ThadateofGoanrliUrthlaaaMinadhy  If r.  Todd  to  hava  baen  aboat 
l}»S ;  hot  It  waa  probably  tefaral  yean  later,  at  he  tarriTed  Chaaear 
sight  yean.  A  abort  tina  before  hit  death  he  andcrtook  the  fcvltiOQ 
ef  the  QMf/btrf9  ^aianlit,  whioh  he  wmUd  eearoely  have  attempted  had 
ha  attalaed  the  great  age  of  63.  Nothing  it  known  with  oertaiaty  ol 
hit  fluaily.  CaxtoB  aayt  ha  waa  bom  hi  Walet.  All  other  aathoritias 
•atlva  hit  eztraetloB  fhMa  the  Gowan  of  Stittaaham,  ia  Torkthire, 
now  wpnttttted  by  the  Doha  of  flatheriaadi  bat  Shr  Harrit  Nleolas 
hat  oleeriy  tiMwa  (Aef.  Am.,  N.ft.,  it  io3)  that  thit  ttatemeat  is 
•alMaded.  He  wat  avldeiitly  pottetttd  of  aontlderable  property, 
akbaogh  ba  wat  aot  a  knight,  at  the  old  wrttan  atterc,  and  aa  tha 
iaterlptlon  of  trmiger  oa  hit  tooib  ditprovet.  He  wat  attached  throngh 
UfB  to  tiM  paity  of  Yhomat  of  Woodttoeic,  and  rtaeiTad  fhna  Henry  IT. 
a  ooUar,  with  a  twan  atttched.  wlileh  It  repreiented  on  fait  ntnanman 
to  tha  ohaieh  of  St.  Uaiy  Ortiy  (flt.  aavtoor^  Soathwarfc. 


CtSOimSY  OBAVOBl  29 

gDfvnMDt*  Tliere  was  Uttk  oppoitanliy  for  ditpbjtiig 
much  ml  in  the  Mnrioe  of  the  I>ik%  iHiom  itiflnenee  was 
ttow  wpdtj  dflcKnmg;  but  Ghanoer't  known  devotion  to  hie 
CMue  WW  sniBcient  to  bring  him  imdar  the  diepleeeme  of 
the  hoetik  edTiten  who  loon  efterwards  obtained  the  eonfi* 
denoe  of  the  King.  To  this  eooroe  nay  m  part»  if  not  altiH 
gether,  be  ateiibed  the  reaaon  of  his  dismissal  in  DeeanhsTt 
1386,  firom  both  the  offices  he  held  in  ttie  Cnstoma. 

A  commission  was  issued  in  NoTember,  1386,  to  inqoira 
into  alleged  abases  in  the  departmenta  of  the  Snbsidies  nd 
Gnstoms;  sn  investigation  which  aeema  to  have  led  to  no 
xesolts.  It  is  possible^  bat  in  the  last  degree  vaoiSkAjt 
judging  from  subsequent  ctrcomstanoss,  thai  Ghaneer  may 
have  been  dismisasd  in  eanseqnenoe  of  defaults  in  the  dis- 
diaige  of  his  duties.  It  is  much  more  probable,  however* 
thai  hie  connexion  with  the  Duke  of  Lancaster,  and,  to  aome 
extent,  his  attachment  to  the  Duke's  principles  (slthough  it 
is  by  no  mesne  certain  that  he  entertsined  tiie  same  extreme 
views  on  eedesiasticsl  qneetioiis)  mainly  infloenoed  this  harah 


In  addition  to  the  loss  of  his  offices  in  138$,  Ohauoer  so^ 
fered  a  aevers  domestic  misfortune  in  1387  by  the  death  of 


1  U  WM  dartoff  tin  rittlng  of  fhli  Pkrliamettt  that  Chanoar  wm 
e¥imfafd  Si  e  wJtneaa  on  the  right  of  Lord8oropetotlMiJiai*ssafe 
s  bend  or,'  In  opposition  to  the  claim  of  Sir  Robert  Qrofrenor.  As 
crery  personal  anecdote  relating  to  Chaneer  deserret  preserration,  the 
oooelnding  paaaage  of  his  depoiition  will  be  read  with  Inteieet.  After 
stating  that  be  luul  always  heard  that  these  arms  belonged  to  tho 
fkmiljr  of  Serope  ftom  time  immemorial,  and  that  he  had  seen  Lord 
ficrope  so  armed  in  France^  Chancer  replies  to  the  interrogation  as  to 
whether  he  had  ever  heard  of  any  interraption  or  ehaUenge  1^  Sir 
Bichard  GrosTencr  or  any  of  his  ancestors  ?  *  270{  but  besaid  that  he 
was  once  walking  in  Friday-etreet.  in  London,  and,  as  he  was  walking 
In  the  street,  he  saw  hanging  n  narw  sign  made  of  the  said  arms,  and 
he  asked  what  inn  that  was  that  had  hnng  ont  these  arms  of  Sctopef 
and  one  answered  him,  and  said.  No,  sir,  they  are  not  hnng  ont  for  the 
arms  of  Serope,  nor  painted  there  for  these  arms,  bat  they  are  painted 
and  put  there  by  a  knight  of  Chester,  whom  men  oall  Sir  Sober! 
Gfosvenor;  and  that  was  the  first  time  he  ever  heard  speak  of  Sir 
Bobert  Grosrenor,  or  of  his  aaeestoiB,  or  of  aay  other  bearing  the  BSBM 
e(  GvoBvcnflr.' 
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his  wife.  With  oertain  exoeptoit  whidi  hare  not  hMa 
acoonnted  for,  she  reoetred  the  penuon  settled  upon  her  by 
Queen  Philippe,  and  afterwaids  oonfimied  hj  Bicfaard  IL, 
from  X366  to  June,  1387 ;  after  which  date  no  fbrther  notiee 
of  her  name  appearst  so  thst  it  is  supposed  she  died  before 
her  next  half-year's  payment  became  due.  Of  Chancer  nothing 
is  known  dazing  the  years  1387  and  1388,  except  that  he  le* 
gularly  recttved  his  two  pensions,  and  that  in  the  May  of  the 
latter  year  they  were  both  cancelled  at  his  own  request*  and 
Bssignsd  to  one  John  Scalby,  to  whom  he  had  pcobahly  eold 
them  under  the  pressure  of  distrees. 

The  dismissel  of  Thomas  of  Woodstock,  the  Bong's  undo, 
and  of  Walsingham,  the  Chancellor,  and  their  cbllrtlgnes,  in 
May,  X389»  and  the  appointment  of  new  ministers^  one  o£ 
whom  was  the  son  of  the  Duke  of  Lancaster,  once  mors 
broo^tChancer's  friends  into  power;  and  only  a  £bw  months 
elapeed  b^bre  they  found  an  opportunity  of  adTunoing  his 
interesti.  In  July,  1389,  he  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the 
Sjng's  Woiki,  embrsdng  the  BOaoe  at  Westminster,  the 
Turner,  the  royal  manors  of  Kennington,  Eltham,  Clarendon, 
8hesn,  Byileet»  Childem  Lsngiey,and  Feckenham,  the  lodges 
in  the  New  Forest  and  the  royal  parin,  and  at  the  mews  jfor 
the  King's  fiJcons  at  Charing  Cross.  This  important  offics 
he  was  permitted  to  exeoute  by  deputy,  and  hb  sakcy  was 
two  shillings  per  diem.  Pttymente  made  to  him  immediately 
after  his  appointment,  show  that  he  entered  upon  his  duties 
si  onosy  and  the  nature  of  the  works  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged is  exhibited  in  a  commission  dated  lath  July,  1390^ 
directing  him  to  execute  oertain  repairs  at  St  George'e 
€9iapel«  in  the  Castle  of  Windsor.  The  canae  of  hii  retire- 
ment from  this  o£Boe  has  not  been  ascertsined;  but  there  is 
no  doubt  that  he  ceased  to  fiU  the  situation  some  time  in  the 
course  of  1391,  as  in  the  September  of  that  year  it  was  held 
l^  one  John  Qedney. 

A  long  chasm  now  occurs  in  his  history.  Godwin  supposes 
that  he  rsdred  to  Woodstock  i  and  aleo  that  in  Mareh,  1391 
(while  he  was  jret  Clerk  of  the  Works),  he  wrote  hk  Omm 


n 

dmntmtfl^  Atirvlabie,  addiened  to  his  ion,  'HtOB  Lewii.* 
The  latter  snppoeidoii  il  founded  upon  a  date  introdnoed 
into  the  troatiae  to  Ohutiate  the  iveriung  of  two  ef  the 
proUema.^ 

Of  Ghaoeei^a  peeaniary  reeoarcea  during  the  hitenral  fnm 
1391  up  to  February,  1394,  when  he  obtained  a  grant  froai 
the  King  of  2of.  a  year  for  life,  nothing  ia  known,  exeepi 
that  he  still  enjoyed  his  pension  of  loL  from  the  Saroy,  and 
his  wsges  as  King's  Esquire,  the  Tshie  of  which,  beyond  aa 
allowanoe  of  forty  shillings  hslf*yesr]y  for  robss,  is  doubtftaL 
That  he  was  reduced  to  great  distress  is  sufficiently  evident 
firam  numerous  small  losns  whicdi  he  obtained  on  his  new 
pension,  and  idiich  hare  been  traced  through  the  Issue  BoUs. 
by  Sir  Hsrris  Nioolas  down  to  the  year  1398;"  ^^  ^xn  ^ 
fiMt  that  in  May,  1398,  the  lEGng  granted  him  letters  to  pro* 
teet  him  against  arrest  In  these  letters  it  was  set  forth  that 
his  Majesty  had  appointed  him  to  perform  sundry  arduous 
and  urgent  duties,  snd  that,  fearing  he  might  be  impeded  in 
the  ezeentkm  of  them  by  Tsrious  suits,  his  Migesty  took  him 
under  his  specisl  protection,  forbidding  any  one  to  sue  or 
arrest  him  on  any  pies,  except  it  were  connected  with  land, 
fior  a  term  of  two  years.  Letters  of  this  description  weve 
matters  of  form,  in  which,  as  in  this  case,  the  duties  were 
sometimes  a  mere  ficticm  to  coTcr  the  real  olject  of  protecting 
the  £reedom  of  the  lecipMut 


I  *  Enismplt  as  thai.  Tbeyersof<mrLord«stlioiiBSBde,tlmlmii- 
dred,  Binctto  and  on«  tbe  xli.  dsit  of  Marche  st  middsie,  I  woald 
knows  tiM  degree  of  the  sonne.  Ice.  ;*  and  sftin,  *  Tbe  yere  of  our 
Lorde  a  thonuuide,  thre  hundred,  nlnetie  and  one,  the  twelveth  daie  of 
Uarche,  I  wonld  knowe  the  tide  of  the  dole,  &c.'— 7^  Condusknt  tf 
C*e  AttroMk.  From  these  paasaees  Speght  assomed  that  the  treatise 
wae  written  in  139 it  an  inftrenee  amplified  more  dronmstantially  bj 
Oodwin-,  who  also  takes  tt  for  granted,  from  a  paanni^  reference  to  the 
latitude  of  Oxtord,  that  Chanoer  most  have  been  at  the  time  in  the  nefp^ 
bowbood  of  that  dty.   [The  date  Is  now  generally  aooeptod.— W.  W.  8.] 

s  Tbe  extremity  of  his  eircamstanoes  iB  exhibited  in  the  trifling 
•moimti  of  some  of  these  kians.  On  one  occasion  he  borrowed  iZ.  6t.  8d^; 
and  on  tbe  14th  Joly,  119B,  he  applied  in  perBon,  at  the  Exchequer, 
Jbr  a  loan  ot  6c  Sd,  and  went  again,  a  week  alterwardi»  to  lolioit  a 
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Ghanoer's  peeoidary  cireaiastuioeft  throngiiofat  the  greate 
part  of  hia  lifb  moat  have  been  ampla  for  the  maintenamia 
«f  that  podtum  in  aodetj  whieh  hia  oonaectiona  entitled  him 
to  hold;  although  it  cannot  be  very  readily  believed,  accord* 
ing  to  the  oonatmction  put  npon  aome  paaaagea  in  hiawoi^ 
that  at  one  period  he  lived  in  great  aplendour,  or  that* 
aooording  to  Speght*  he  had  altogether  an  income  of  one 
thonaand  pooada  per  annum.  The  fluetnationa  that  took 
place  firom  thne  to  time  in  hia  reaoureea,  and  the  want  ol 
infbimation  aa  to  the  profita  he  derived  from  hia  Tarious 
i^pointmenta*  render  the  total  amount  of  hia  income  n 
matter  of  apeonlatioa.  For  many  yeara  pravioualy  to  the 
death  of  hia  wife^  hia  peniriona  yidded  him  about  40L  ••year* 
afterwaida  lednoed,  by  the  aale  of  hia  annuitieiy  to  10L9 
again  raiaed,  by  n  new  grant*  to  gol^  and  finally  incpaaaed» 
in  the  laat  year  of  hia  life,  to  eboot  62L  Aaaoming 
that  hia  officea*  eapedally  with  contingeiit  advantagea 
attached  to  them  (dT  which  we  have  an  inatance  in  the 
penalty  levied  on  a  drfanlter  in  the  Coatoma,  and  beatowed 
upon  Ghanoer),  were  more  lucrative  than  hia  penaiona^ 
Chanoer^a  revenueay  while  he  held  hia  ^^pointmenta,  may  be 
aal^y  avenged  at  double  theae  amounta.'  It  ia  not  eaay  to 
aaoertain  what  auch  an  income  ought  to  be  rated  at  by  the 
preaant  value  of  money.  The  materiala  upon  which  the  cal- 
eolation  ahouM  be  fbunded  are  contradictoiy  and  perplexiagi 
and  the  writata  who  have  diacoaaed  the  queation  diffiv  ao 
widely  in  the  concluaiona  at  which  tiiey  have  arrived,  that 
they  may  be  aaid  to  have  complicated  ralher  than  dimi» 
niihed  the  difficulty.  Godwin,  iHio  inveatigated  the  aulgect 
minutelyy  eatbouitea  the  value  of  money  in  the  fourteenth 
oentnry  aa  being  equal  to  eighteen  timea  the  aame  amount 
in  the  ninateenthi  Sir  Harria  Nicolaa  ia  inclined  to  reduce 
thia  eatimate  nearly  one-half  1  while  a  compariaon  of  the 
prioaa  of  aztidea  of  conaumptian  in  the  two  perioda  would 


Baiiif  Hieolaii  imptriy  anihwii  to  aveld 
tofel  down  Qunmn  cAowat  ball  the  valaa  orbJi 
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fotiUj  tts  m  smbiplyiDg  tlw  nominal  viIim  of  wmMj  in  ibii 
JwutMttUi  eeutoiy  tt  leatt  tliixtfor  forty  timet  to  bring  it 
to  tho  pRtent  ttondard.^  We  cannot,  tkerelbM,  obtain  any 
■atiifactoiy  renilta  bj  a  oomparieon  between  the  oonditioiui 
of  tha  fiMorteenth  century  and  thoee  of  the  nineteenthi  but 
■ome  light  m*y  be  thrown  npon  the  inqony  bj  an  examina- 
tion of  the  rdative  eonditions  dereloped  in  the  fimner  period, 
without  leftfcaoe  to  the  latter.  Although  we  cannot  deter* 
mine  with  accnraey  how  modi  any  giTcn  anm  in  CSiaacer^a 
time  wonld  lepweent  in  our  own,  we  may  Ibrm  a  enflkient 
estimate  of  Ghauoer'a  drcamatanoee  firom  oontemporaiy  data. 
The  aalaiy  of  the  chief  jndgee  in  the  fourteenth  owtaiy 
wae  402.  a-year,  and  that  of  the  pniane  jwdgea,  with  eome^ 
▼ariationa,  wac  a6L  i^.  4^  K,aa  haa  been coigeetored, the' 
jndgee  had  perqniaitea  in  addition  to  their  salariee,  Iheee 
•one  do  not  exhibit  the  foil  valne  of  their  officea;  but  they 
fnmiah,  nevertheleae,  a  chie  to  the  relatiTe  dreometancea  ii 
difierent  daeeee.  Maidi  of  honour  were  pendoned  with 
aminitiea  eqnal  to  cne-fonrth  ofthe  salaiy  of  a  pniane  jodgei 
the  coort  phyaidan  recnTcd  a  penaion  of  ioo2.  afjear,  and 
an  iqpothecary,  who  had  attended  the  King  in  a  dangeioiia 
illneea,  aixpenoe  per  diem^  Sir  Edward  Montagu  had  a 
penakm  of  ioo2.  a^year;  and  the  Duke  of  Brabant  of  1500^. 
Descending  to  the  wagea  of  the  lower  daeses,  aa  a  further 
teat  of  eomparatiTe  values,  we  find  that  id,,  a^i.,  and  3^  a^day 
waa  paid  to  labourers  and  handicraftammi— amonnta  mudi 
in  excesB  of  the  ratio  of  payments  made  to  peraona  in  a 
higher  ataticn  of  life.    The  reault,  ao  fiur  aa  Chaucer  ia 

*  Blihop  FlMtwoodii  Cknmkum  frtdomm  nppUM  the  d«tailt  of 
prioM  from  which  the  compariaoii  may  be  made.  Ja  i33tf  artiest  was 
ai.  a  goaitcr,  la  il59  it  rose  to  the  nnpreoedaated  priee  of  atfi.,  bat  In 
two  jaan  altcnrarda  it  foil  again  to  ac,  at  wideb  prioa  it  apptait  to 
liaTa  continaed  for  •crcral  jean.  Ia  1389,  barley  waa  i«.;  aad  ia 
1390.  a  ftoae  of  wool  3«.  The  price  of  a  fat  ox  ia  i33tf  waa  tft.  9d^ 
and  ia  1343  two  oxen  i6#.  A  eow  5a.*  two  heat  id^  a  hog  i<.  tfd.,  a 
hone  aboat  40*^  a  gallon  of  white  wine  6d.,  of  red  wine  4<<-*  and  a 
ton  of  wine  aboat  4^,  are  amongst  the  prices  quoted  ia  Chaucer's  tiaa. 
The  reader  who  desires  lo  follow  ap  the  inquiry  aiay  be  referrsd  to  God* 
wiBliX(re4^CStoiicer,U.  3»9-38,  and  Tike  JMivtiMcfivc  B/mimoM"  i89-9e. 

TOL.  I.  ]> 
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ecnoBm&^p  ahows  that,  whsterer  may  be  the  nominal  Tihie 
•i  which  we  shonid  rate  hia  income  aceording  to  our 
etandazdy  it  waa  folly  equal  to  the  poeition  cf  a  gentleman  in 
hia  own  time.  Hia  penaiona,  exdnuTe  of  hia  offioea,  ranged 
tofg  many  yeara  with  the  aalariea  of  the  Chief  Baron 
of  the  Ezeheqner  and  the  Chief  Jnatioe  of  the  Common 
Pleaa;  and  if  we  add  to  the  income  he  derived  firam 
theae  aoozcea  aa  mneh  more  ftom  the  reaponaible  tmploy^ 
menta  in  which  he  waa  engaged,  we  may  reaaonablycondade 
that,  with  the  exeeption  of  the  interral  of  Tererae  that 
enaned  npon  the  loea  of  hia  offieea  and  the  aale  of  haa  pen* 
aiooa,  he  waa  for  the  greater  part  of  hia  Hie  in  the  enjoyment 
of  no  inoomaiderable  independenoe.  The  proaperity  which  had 
been  iatenrapted  by  these  qremnatancea  happily  retuned  to 
brighten  the  doee  of  hia  career. 

Li  1398,  another  grant  of  wine  waa  beatowed  npon  him-* 
a  ton  annoally,  eqoal  to  aboat  4^  a-year$  and  in  the  fidlow- 
ing  year  Heniy  lY.,  the  aonof  hia  deocaaad  patron*  the  Doke 
of  Laneaater,  hxa  daya  after  he  aacended  the  throne,  con* 
ftcred  npon  him  a  grant  of  26L  i^t.  4d,  a  year,  in  addition 
to  the  annuity  of  20L  beatowed  by  Bkhard  IL  Thia  grant 
ia  dated  on  the  3rd  of  October,  13$^  Chaaoer  waa  now 
B«v«nty-one  yeara  of  age;  and  the  royal  boon^  eama  in  time 
lo  eonide  the  laat  year  of  hia  life. 

It  haa  been  generally  beUeredthat  Chaooar  latterly  raaided 
at  Donington  Caatle,  near  Newbniy,  in  Berkahire.  This 
tradition,  acquiring  Tariona  drcnmstantial  embeUiahmenta  in 
iti  daaoanty  haa  been  repeated  by  aereral  writera;'  but^  eren 

•  *  The  eerUeit  aotioe  of  ChaoMrt  nMmm  at  Ddalogton  oeeon  to 
OmdMi'i  A  HmniM.  The  refeniiM  is  -flight,  and  innact.  fipcght 
•opica  it,  and  addi  an  iUubob  to  aa  oak,wliieli  he  deiigiiataa  as 
Ghaaosr^  oek.  ETcIyn  and  Ashmole  fidthftillr  record  the  oak,  the 
latter  aeameiiting  the  stream  of  partieolan  !qr  ealling  the  poet  'Sit 
QeoA^  Ghaaeer,'  and  saying  that  he  composed  many  of  his  eelebtmtsd 
yieees  mder  the  oak.  JlCr.  Godwin  improres  upon  theee  details  hjr 
teUiag  OS  that  the  Duke  of  Ltncaster  porehaeed  the  eastle,  and 
bestowed  it  upon  Chaaeer.  being « deienalned,  ia  the  Ibodal  s 
ennoble  him  I'  although  he  elsewhere  snggests  that  ^the 
lef  Chaneer  hissseir  might  be eensidersd  as  leaderlng  it  1 
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tlifOQg]H>iit  tlw  period  wboi  be  k 
i  to  ]icv«  Iwpt  np  that  ooctly  asUbliahment  wBf  Bofe 
coiMliin?0  againct  iU  probability,  it  ia  diicreditad  by  other 
ajmnmetaiw.  Donington  Gaatk  waa  built  by  Sir  Biehard 
Abberbmy,  who  waa  in  poeeeaeion  of  it  ia  1393.  It  after* 
warda  becuno  the  prvperty  of  Sir  John  Phelip,  the  firat  hna- 
band  of  Chaoocr'a  graad«Hdanghter*  Thia  gentlenan  died  in 
1415 1  and  there  ia  no  evidenoe  of  any  previoua  eonnexion  of 
any  member  of  Chanoer'a  fiunily  with  Donington  Caatle,  nor 
ia  then  any  gxonnd  for  anpposing  that  Sir  John  Pl^lip'a 
tennve  cnmmenoed  till  aiUr  Chauoer'a  death.  Upon  the 
mbaeqnent  marriage  of  Sir  John  Phelip'a  widow,  it  paaaed  into 
the  poaeeeeion  of  her  eeeond  huaband,  the  Doke  of  Suffolk. 

The  aiory  of  a  reeideaoe  in  Berkshire  ia  farther  ahown  to 
be  gronndlM  by  the  ascertained  fact  that  Chancer  waa  nn« 
qineatiaiiably  living  in  London  during  thelaat  three  years  of  hia 
UCb,  and  that  on  Christmaa  Ev^  135^,  he  entered  upon  the  lease 
of  a  honae  in  Westminster  for  a  term  of  fifty-three  yeara  at 
the  annual  rent  of  2L  13a.  4d,  Had  he  been  residing  in  Berk- 
ahixe,  it  ii  not  likely  that  at  hia  adranced  age  he  would  have 
come  np  to  London,  and  encumbered  himself  with  another 
catabliahment.  The  tenement  was  situated  in  the  Garden  of 
the  Chapel  of  tho  Bleeaed  Mary  of  Westminster,  said  to  be 
very  nearly  the  same  spot  on  which  Henry  the  Seventh's 
Chapel  ataada ;  anditwasdemiaedto  Chaucer  by  Bobert  Her* 
modeaworth,  a  monk,  with  the  consent  of  the  Abbot  and  eon* 
vent  of  that  place.  The  stipuktiona  of  the  lease  provided 
that  if  the  rent  ran  into  arrear  for  fifteen  days,  the  lessor 
should  have  power  to  distrain ;  and  that  if  the  tenant  died 
during  the  term  of  the  lease,  the  premises  should  revert  to 
the  Custos  of  the  Chapel.  The  latter  contingency  happened 
within  the  first  year  of  the  occupancy  of  the  tenement. 
Chaucer  died  on  toe  a5th  October,  1400,  at  the  age  of  seventy* 
two,  and  waa  buried  ia  Westminster  Abbey. 


what  iraprrtNiMe  tlial  be  had  auMie  fwh  aa  scqaUUion  towtrd  the 
eloMcrhltUfc' 
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We  lu?«  an  uiterenting  eridenoe  of  the  tnnqtiillitj  tad 
Nsignatioo  of  Chaoeer's  last  boon  in  the  little  poem  bo* 
fiuninc^ 

flk  ftp  tbt  prmm,  wad  dwdl  with  mtthUt/huum, 

whifih  he  it  eaid  to  have  oompoeed  on  hie  death-bed;'  aid  if 
tlie  eondodhig  paeiage  of  l%e  CamUrhwry  Taim  mxy  be 
ooDsidared  genaine»  Chancer  not  only  looked  baek  with  regxei 
npon  oartain  parte  of  hie  writings,  but  expreeeed  hie  deaire  to 
enppnee  them  in  eome  formal  retraction,  of  whidi  no  iiaea 
hae  been  reoorered.*  He  ia  eaid  bj  eome  writer*  to  hava 
been  buried  in  the  Cloieters,*  and  afterwaida  lemored  to  tha 
Chapel,  bat  this  statement  ia  ehown  to  be  eRoneona  by 
Cextoo.  The  following  linee,  from  an  epitaph  bj  Stephaniia 
SnxJgomQe,  of  UGlan,  were  origmally  ineeribed  on  a  alab 
placed  on  a  pillar  near  hii  grate  :^— 

OelMdai  OhwMtr  vatet,  «l  fluoa  poetii 


hk  issfi,  the  present  monnment  of  grey  marble  was  oreolad 
bjMr.Nlcholaa  Brigham,  with  the  suljoinad  inscription,  now 
nearly  deiSMed,  and  a  fbU-length  of  Chancer,  tha  head,  fmatmnab 
and  attitode  cf  which  are  taken  from  Ooeiofa'a  porizait :— 

M.  S. 

Qn  TonAKOtMnu  tatss  Tsa  wAwe  ouii« 

OALFRIDU8  CHAUCEB  oowDnoB  aoo  Townoi 
AvaoM  Si  QnjaaAi  domuh,  si  TsiivoaA  Tfui 

XOCa  VOTJB  SUBBUIIT*  910M  TIBI  i 

as  OcToaais  1400. 


iSStf. 


t  TUt  poem  If  tatitM.  Oodk  Oom$alU  qT  Ckmetn  sad  to  a  KS. 
to  fte  OottOBtea  Ubrarr  tlM  foUowtaf  wOTdt  wm  AMMd  toMftod  twftte 
ttetttlti— 'ABaledcande^Otflkvf  €auMrepMi]iitd«tlM  bedde 
UTiBftohlagrsUeBgajMe.'  Upon  tiiU  evUiority  the  ftatemcat  retta. 
TbeX8.(Otiio.  AzTlU.)oawliloli  tt  wu  wrlttta  was  dtstrar^d  br 

.  n  are  to  wWaa  aw&r  TOtvBM  of  tlM  Oottoaiaa  libcaiT  wtra  eeMaii 
•  8MBOtosftthe«Mlom«anlweMry2WM. 

4  IialaadtaystlMrwwepvtapbf  Cutlaa,«twbost  nqaeit  thcf 
■MMWfittaa.  TlMttstaOMat  oftlM  wectioaef  etombaarlltrthM 
^^^  liisui  ofwr  tae  arav  ^  Mr.  Brifham  u  mj^  ^utttd  to  eredit 
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JUftadMd  to  th«tomb»  piobiMj  cmatodgeof  biMS  wm  ib^ 
» irhioL  ha?<8  long  dinq^pairadi--* 

81  fofltai  avb  ^ 
Qood  M  CuBAacgtt*  I 

HaOMMBMftUkl*. 


had  two  wmt,  Thonas  tad  Lswitt  (lia  httor,  to 
whom  tho  traatiie  on  tht  aatroUbewaa  addresMd^ii  snppeaed 
to  haft  dkd  m  hk  yootiu  Hie  fonaer  maniad  ICatilda,  tha 
•aeond  daaghter  and  oo-hainaa  of  Sir  John  Bnrghanhf  bj 
whom  ha  aoqnbed  large  aatatea  in  Qzfordshin  and  other 
eoantiea.  In  addition  to  gianta  and  officea  eonftrred  vcj^vm 
him  faj  John  of  Gaant»  ha  waa  appointed  Chief  Butler  to 
Biehaid  IL,  a  aitoation  which  he  oontinned  to  hold,  with  a 
afaort  intermiaaiony  nnder  the  three  anooeeding  aorereigna. 
Heniy  IT.  iqipointed  him  Conitable  of  Wallingford  Caatle,  and 
Steward  of  the  Honooxa  of  Wallingfbrd  and  St  Yaleiy,  and  of 
the  Ghiitem  Hundreds ;  and  the  Queen  granted  him  the  farm 
of  the  manora  of  Woodatock»  Hauburgh,  Wotton,  and  Ston« 
fidd,  with  the  hundred  of  Wotton,  which»  after  her  Migetty'a 
death,  the  JSng  confirmed  to  hun  for  fife.  He  represented 
Qsfbrdahire  in  Parliament  for  aereral  years  between  1403  and 
14399  and  waa  ohoaen  Speaker  of  the  Commons  in  1414;  and 
in  the  aame  year  waa  appointed  Commissioner  to  treat  of 
Henry  Y/a  maRiage  with  Katharine  of  Franoe.  He  waa 
present  at  the  battle  of  Aginoourt,  and  senred  in  most  of 
the  expeditions  under  Henry  Y.  In  the  following  reign  he 
waa  appointed  a  member  of  the  Kbg's  Council ;  the  Doibhesa 
of  York  selected  him  aa  one  of  her  executors ;  and  several 
BotioeB  occur  of  the  impo^rtant  employmenta  in  which  he 
waa  engaged*  He  died  in  1434.  His  only  child,  Alices 
waa  mwried,  first  to  John  Philip,  who  died  without  issue, 
and  afterwards  to  the  Duke  of  SufiTolk  (attainted  and  be* 
headed  in  1450),  by  whom  she  had  three  diildren.  She  died 
in  14759  anid,  adds  Sir  Harris  Nioolaa,  from  whose  careful 
hiogn^y  theae  pariiculara  have  been  collected,  her  issue 
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hxmg  fiuM,  (lia  dMoendiati  of  the  poei  srt  ] 
Uatuiot> 

The  nioit  aaOieatfe  description  of  the  penn  of  Ctenoer  ^ 
that  which  b  giran  in  the  words  of  the  host  of  the  Tsheid* 
when  he  eeUs  npon  htm  Sot  his  stoiy*  It  ni^  he  iafeiTed 
that  at  this  time  Chaveer  had  grown  somewhat  eorpolentk  aa 
the  hoet»  who  was '  a  large  man,'  banters  him  upon  having  a 
waist  as  Will  shaped  as  his  own;  hot  it  is  evident  that  hia 
fntnzes  wers  still  small  and  fair,  and  won  that  thoos^itfol 
expression  which  is  conspieaons  in  his  portrait  Tlie  host 
also  notices  his  habit  of  abstraction,  which  is  again  allnded 
to  in  2Xe  Smue  <fFame,  where  he  is  described  sitting  at  hia 
book  till  his  look  becomes  dased.  In  company  he  seema  to 
Imve  been  xetirad  in  his  manner,  and,  as  ms^  be  gathered  from 
aerecal  allnsions,  to  haTe  been  generally  abeorbed  in  contem- 
plation. Although,  he  tells  ns,  he  tired '  as  a  hennit,'he  Lints 
that  he  by  no  means  practised  abstinence  when  he  went  into 
society.  The  mixture  of  gravity  and  sweetness  in  Oodeve'a 
portrait  eonveya  the  perfect  image  of  a  character  not  leas 
remarlcable  for  its  rare  eomlnnation  of  power  and  sympathy^ 
than  lor  the  variety  of  aocompiishments  by  whieli  it  was 
gne&L  


«  As  Mtfll  son  erilM  DadM«  of  SefUk  mstiM  II 
IPItnlrt^*'  FleatsfUMit,  sietor  of  Edward  IV.,  whose  eldMl  «a,  «re- 
atid  Barl  eT  LlaeolB,  wm  dMtercd  by  Blohard  IIL  h«lr  spfMrait  to 
thsthNM,  In  tlM  event  of  the  death  of  the  Ifriaoe  of  Wales  wlthoai 
tonei  *  so  that,*  ohaerree  Sir  Hanto  NIeolai, 'there  wae  straac  pralNU 
Mlttf  of  the  great  great  grandnn  of  the  poet  eaeeeedlig  to  the  erawn/ 
The  last  «r  Uaeoln  was  elala  at  the  haltis  ef  StelDe  in  I487. 
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Gbqtfbbt  CsAtrcKB  is  properly  demgnated  the  FaSW  cf 
English  Poeby.  He  acquires  his  right  to  that  title  not  onlj 
on  the  ground  of  bemg  our  earliest  poet,  hut  hecanse  the 
foundations  he  laid  still  support  the  &hric  of  our  poetiotl 
literature,  and  will  outlast  the  yicisntudes  of  taste  and  lan- 
guage, Hii  greatest  contemporaries  and  suooessors  hare 
recognized  and  confirmed  his  claim  to  this  distinction. 
Lydgate  calls  him  the  'chief  poete  of  Bretayne,'  and  the 
*  lode-sterre'  of  our  language,  and  says  that  he  was  the  first 
to  distil  and  rain  the  gold  dewdrops  of  speech  and  eloquence 
iuto  our  tongue;  Occleve  calls  him  '  the  fynder  of  our  fayre 
l^g:^;'  Boger  Ascham  describes  him  as  the  'English 
Homer,'  and  considers  'his  aayinges  to  have  aa  much 
authority  as  eyther  Sophocles  or  Euripides  in  Gkeke ;'  and 
Spenser  speaks  of  him  as  '  the  pure  well-head  of  poetry/ 
and  'the  well  of  English  undefiled.'  Poet,  soldier,  and 
diplomatist,  and  master  of  the  philosophy,  science,  and 
divinity  of  his  time,  the  versatility  of  his  genius  is  not  more 
remarkable  than  the  practical  judgment  he  displayed  in  ita 
employment,  "With  a  complete  command  of  the  springs  of 
universal  interest,  the  tragical  and  the  humorous,  the 
solemn  and  the  gay,  the  sublime  and  the  grotesque,  he 
applied  his  knowledge  of  li&  and  nature,  his  consummate 
art,  the  copious  reseuroee  of  aa  imagination  that  seemed 
incapable  of  exhaustion,  and  a  power  of  expression  as  exten- 
sive as  the  emfnre  of  his  genius,  to  the  creation  of  works 
which,  while  they  reflect  in  vivid  colours  the  features  of  his 
own  timei  possess  slso  an  enduring  value  for  all  time  to 
come.  This  is  not  the  least  striking  aspect  of  the  labours 
•fa  poet  who  flourished  five  hundred  years  ago,  before  hooka 
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wwn  ptinfted,  or  a  reading  pdblic  eziitad.  OQia«  wlu>  hmm 
written  sinoe,  in  a  tpirit  and  an  idiom  mora  aooeanblo  to  tlM 
popular  imdantandiitg,  ham  paaaed  into  itUivioni  but 
Chancer  still  keepa  his  plaoe.  Tha  modes  and  nsagsa  ha 
portrayed  hare  long  nnoe  Tanished;  yei  his  piotoies  nbdn 
their  original  freshness  and  fascination.  The  language  in 
which  he  wroto  has  long  ceased  to  be  the  langoags  of  the 
people;  jet  the  eager  stodent  oonqners  its  stmotoral  diffi« 
eolties  with  didight  to  enter  ugoa  the  trsasons  it  throws 
opsntohinu 

The  peculiar  interest  of  Chanoec^s  poefarj  arise*  not  obI j 
from  its  intrinsic  merit,  but  from  the  singularly  dear  and  full 
idea  it  conTsys  of  a  stats  of  society  for  which  modem  ezpe- 
Hence  furnishes  no  parallel,  while,  at  the  ssme  tone,  it  is 
piragnant  with  elements  of  thought  which  exert  sn  inflwaice 
e?en  in  our  own  day,  A  dose  obsenrer  of  chazaeter»  and  of 
all  those  fugitive  traits  that  mark  and  indicate  its  indiTidual 
peculiarities,  Chaucer  has  adopted  in  The  Canierhmry  TaUt 
a  pba  that  enaUes  him  to  depict  almost  erery  class  of 
society,  and  which  also  combines  in  itself  the  Tarious  loads  of 
oompositum  employed  as  the  Tehicles  of  popular  beliefs 
and  feelings  m  the  Middle  Ages.  From  his  worics  may  be 
learned  much  more  sadsfictorily  than  from  the  chronides 
of  his  contemporaries,  or  the  more  daborato  compilations  of 
later  historians,  the  modes  of  thought,  habits,  and  manners 
which  prevailed  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  III.  and  his  imma* 
diato  sucoessors ;  the  era  in  which  the  Norman  and  Saxon 
races  became  fused,  and  our  language  and  social  institutions 
assumed  forms  that  have  descended  with  some  modificationa 
to  the  present  time.  A  strong  government  had  at  length 
secured  intemsl  peace;  the  supremacy  of  law  over  bruto 
fime  was  established;  a  native  literature  wss  initiated ;  and 
oummeroe  and  the  arts  of  life  began  to  flourish.  Sociely 
was  preparing  for  an  advanced  stage  in  its  progress;  ths 
old  traditions  were  insensibly  losing  their  ascendancy ;  and 
new  views  and  prindples  were  in  course  of  development. 
Those  mutations  are  reflected  with  extraordinaij  fidelity  to 
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r't  poeiiy;  Mr  em  we  obtain  gJKWrhiii  to  doat  m 
view  of  the  immediate  effecta  they  prodooed. 

Theapadalehancterof  the  middle  agaa  m^  be  tneed  to 
the  satioiial  peonliaritiea  of  the  Nofthem  note  who  aap* 
planted  the  Roman  Empire,  and  aet  up  their  atroDyar  and 
kaa  eomi|t  berbariam  on  the  miiia  of  the  anoient  and  da* 
cajed  cmlisation.  daesical  Uteratioe^  embodying  the  old 
idokfcry,  with  all  ita  hideona  erimea  and  aboaeay  ita  Slenai- 
nian  myateriea  Mid  f^adiatorial  gamea*  waa  awepi  atway  bj 
tbeyietonanahordea,  aa  being  nnfit  for  the  atndyof  Chmtiaft 
men*  and  imwoithy  of  their  more  manly  taate.  To  anpply  ita 
place  they  aet  ahont  the  task  of  formnig  a  literature  of  their 
own ;  assigning  n  .paramonnt  importanee  to  metaphyaical 
inTeatigationay^endy  above  all,  to  inqoiriea  into  the  natnna-of 
the  Deiigr  tnd  the  human  soul,  and  their  relatkma  to  eaeh 
other.  In  such  atadiea  the  Tentonie  mind  firand  a  eongwiial 
poraaity  and  diaplayed  an  nnrivalled  anbtlety. 

The  aehodfanen,  adapting  their  themea  to  the  predominani 
work  of  the  age,  leotared  earnestly  to  thonsanda  of  stodenta; 
who  ibond  in  i^  uniTersities  and  monaateriea  retreata  where 
akme  they  oould  enjoy  repose  and  security.  Here  Abelard, 
Thomaa  Aquinas,  and  Duns  Seotus  devoted  themaelvea  to  ah* 
struse  speculatioDS;  while  outside  the  doistera  society  waa 
conTulsed  by  the  intenninable  ware  of  the  great  feudal 
Taasala,  who,  although  acknowledging  a  common  somaineU^ 
were  in  fact  aoYereigns  within  their  own  territoiiea. 

Poetry  waa  one  of  the  natural  producta  of  thia  state  of 
things.  Familiarity  with  the  scenes  of  Tiolenee  incidental 
to  such  circumstances  furnished  abundant  materiala,  which 
the  imagination,  nurtured  in  solitude,  idealized  into  those 
lyrical  ballade  and  metrical  romances  which  constituted  the 
pc^ular  lore  oi  the  middle  ages.  There  waa  then  no  print* 
ing  press  to  multiply  and  disseminate  the  creaUona  of  the 
muae ;  and  oral  recitation  anticipated  the  advent  of  the  broad* 
aheet  and  the  book.  Hence  the  banqueta  of  the  nobility  and 
the  merrymakings  of  the  lower  ordera  were  alwaya  enlivened 
bj  the  preaenoe  of  the  minstreli  jongleur,  geatour,  gleemaop 
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or  minitt-Binger,  wLo,  like  the  reeiten  of  the  Homerie 
henids,  lelated  in  poetical  dioiion,  and  to  a  nraaical  aeeom* 
penimenty  the  exciting  aehteremeiita,  perikmi  adTentniMy  and 
ehiralroQi  lores  of  their  heroea. 

-  Song!  and  metrical  legends  narked  the  iuSuuj  of  this 
great  morement;  bnt  aa  mental  education  adranosd,  the 
metaphysical  and  religiooa  tone  of  the  age  crsated  a  demand, 
even  at  theee  festal  entertainments,  for  disqnieitiottB  on  th* 
properties  of  spiritual  essences  and  the.  groonds  of  mond 
dntj.  Thns,  as  we  learn  from  Erasmns  in  his  Trestise  on 
Fwlaching  entitled  J?ce2eiu»tet,  the  jonglears*  who  rapidly 
eanght  np  every  new  phaae  of  progrssa  and  opinion,  deste* 
rooaly  Taried  their  lighter  snljeeta  by  the  deliveiy  of  dia* 
eooises,  committed  to  memorff  on  topics  of  the  highest  im« 
^€ntt  such  as  tiie  mystery  of  the  Trinity,  and  other  faadai* 
mental  docMiea  of  the  Chnidi.  Nothing,  indeed,  etrikae 
the  student  of  medimral  literatoie  with  ao  mnch  surprise  ob 
Ilia  fiiat  aoiiQaiBtanoe  with  it,  aa  the  remarkable  manner  In 
irtdeh  Christianity  enters  into  and  dbects  all  the  ideaa  ol 
the  people  of  those  ages.  That  particalar  form  in  whlA  they 
mnbodied  their  fiuth  is  £b«nd  interwoven  with  all  their  aocial 
rdationa,  and  tegnlattng  even  their  mode  of  ooonting  time, 
their  boaineaB,  end  their  amnsementa.  A  rdigion  so  deepfy 
seated  in  the  daily  details  of  life  becsme  inevitably  cor* 
Topted  by  popolar  superstitions*  The  univeresl  belief  in  the 
m^tmatunl,  in  the  power  of  Divine  graoe^  in  the  realily  of 
the  eonfiiet  eontmually  going  on  between  good  and  evil,  and 
m  the  diieot  intederenoe  of  Pcovidenoe  on  the  aide  of  viitoe^ 
b  evinced  in  the  predilection  for  thoee  religiooa  fictions  whiiA 
represented  fiuth  and  unbelief^  Chiistianity  and  enor,  under 
a  maequerade  of  actual  penonagea.  Moot  of  the  l^enda  of 
the  Saints  azoevidentiy  pure  allegoriee,  inrented  by  lecturers 
^&r  the  pQipoee  of  impresaing  particular  points  of  theology 
;on  the  minds  of  their  pupile,  in  the  manner  of  a  mmmoHm 
-teehnoai  and  even  when  founded  on  reel  cireumstancea, 
they  were  Tatied  by  each  succeeding  narrator  according  le 
Us  own  foney*  or  the  instnut'on  he  deairad  to  eonT^. 
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TnnuDg  to  the  nrene  of  tius  picture,  we  find»  as  miglit 
be  expecteJ,  that  the  rekxation  of  a  people  wboee  ndodi 
were  thiu'  Inghty  aiaraiig  took  a  diredaon  of  fingnlar  gio* 
twiqniwMii  They  endeaToaied  to  reliere  the  abeorbing  in* 
tereat  of  the  inbjecta  that  nainlj  engroemd  their  ihonghte 
by  contemplatmg  them  in  ludierout,  and,  eometiinesy  ineo* 
berent  oombinatioDa.  Thdr  chief  pastimes  oonsisted  in  tbe 
burlesque  of  their  gravest  oonvictions.  This  is  not  the  ftrm 
in  which  the  gaiety  of  frivolons  minds  ever  displays  itseUL 
The  well-bred,  and  ea^,  and  eren  serioos  heeniioianesa  of 
Wycherley's  comedies  delighted  the  courtiers  of  Charles  IL  { 
bnt  the  age  of  Bernard,  and  Thomas  Aquinas,  and  Flaneitot 
.  Assissit  sought  a  vent  for  its  hilarity  in  the  extraTagaat 
drolls  of  the  'boy-bishop'  and  the  'Abbot  of  Misrule.' 
Coleridge  profirandly  oheenres,  that  'farce,*  whicb  is  one 
fixrm  of  the  grotesque, '  often  borders  on  tragedy,'  and  that 
it '  is  nearer  tragedy  in  its  essence  than  comedy  is.'  The 
dose  alliance,  in  tHe  middle  ages,  between  the  profoundest 
speeulaUons  and  the  broadest  absurdities  forcibly  illustratea 
the  truth  of  his  remark. 

It  seemed  desirable  to  glance  at  these  characteristice  as  a 
necessary  introduction  to  the  consideration  of  the  structure 
and  aims  of  Tke  CaiUerhury  Tales,  in  whidi  the  several 
species  of  poetry  indigenous  to  the  medieval  period,  are  not 
only  combined  and  exemplified,  but  exhibited  in  a  dramstio 
form  which  brings  out  the  express  features  of  the  redtatiou* 
of  the  gestour.  The  tale  of  chivalry,  the  moral  and  theological 
treatise,  the  l^;end  of  the  Saints,  the  covert  satire,  and  the 
humorous  apologue,  are  all  reproduced  in  his  pages,  treated« 
however,  with  a  taste  and  power  which  will  be  looked  for  in 
vain  amongst  the  merely  popular  poems  of  that»  or,  indeed* 
of  any  other,  agOb 

In  Chaucer's  poetry  we  have  a  true  image  of  these  varie* 
tiesy  brought  to  perfection  by  a  genius  that  transcended  its 
originals.  His  method  of  proceeding  in  2%e  Canterbury 
Tales  iM  the  most  effective  that  could  be  devised  for  tranx^ 
mitting  to  subsequent  ages  an  accurate  expression  of  tKv 
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■odal  tad  moral  derdopment  of  his  own*  He 
ndizM— be  never  iUlt  into  diBquisitione— 4ie  nerer  draw* 
eondoeione.  He  sroids  all  modes  of  treatment  that  mi^t 
afterwards  heeome  wearisome  or  unintelligible;  aad»de8oeud« 
mg  into  the  common  life  of  the  day,  he  shows  ns,  as  it  were» 
the  s^rit  of  transitton  in  actual  operation  amongst  the 
diiforent  daases  of  the  people,  modifying  their  costoms  and 
opiniooi^  drawing  ont  into  tail  play  the  salient  points  of  the 
natinntl  charaeter»aad  colouring  even  individual  peeuliarities 
to  the  most  trivial  details,  which,  in  this  aspect,  acquire  ft 
^eeial  historical  value.  The  humanity  he  thus  imparts  to 
his  snljects  investi  them  with  a  permanent  interest,  which 
■either  the  lapae  of  time,  nor  the  revolutions  of  language^ 
ean  impair  or  render  obeoletei  and  the  instruction  whidi,  in 
another  shape»  would  become  dzy  end  heavy^  is  here  made  to 
assume  the  most  attraetive  forms. 

In  no  respect  is  he  a  more  faithful  interpreter  of  the  spirit 
of  the  time  than  in  his  manner  of  trei^ing  ecclesiastical 
questions.  Tlie  reign  of  Edward  III.  was  the  harbinger  of 
the  groat  eedesiastical  revolution  of  the  sixteentii  oentuiy* 
Not  only  the  acts  passed  in  this  reign,  the  statutss  of  Pro* 
visors  and  of  Mortmain,  but  the  petitions  presented  by  the 
Commons  against  the  intet£erence  of  the  Pope  in  the  internal 
management  of  the  Anglican  Church,  are  indicatiops  of  the 
formation  of  a  strong  party  whoee  object  was  to  eAct  a  re* 
action  inresistaaoe  to  the  excessive  temporal  power  which 
eiroumstanoes  had  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  dergy. 
With  this  party,  sustained  by  the  seal  and  power  of  John  of 
Gaunt,  the  King's  younger  son,  Chsuoer  was  intimatdy  eon* 
neoted  by  family  ties.  It  consisted  of  the  high  nobility,  and 
such  of  the  middle  dassee  aa  were  swayed  by  their  example 
or  authority*  The  Crown,  on  the  other  hand,  sought  tp 
strengthen  itsdf  by  a  dose  alliance  with  the  heads  of  the 
ohnreh,  especially  the  religious  orden,  from  smong  whom  its 
ministers  were  ehoeen,  and  through  whom  it  wielded  a 
eomplete  eontrol  over  the  lower  dasses  of  the  population. 
▲  refoRBoe  to  llidiard  of  Divizes,  Oeofirey  of  Yinssd; 
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Ita&vw  PMTUiy  Mid  oOien  of  oor  old  ehnmiden,  aoir  nitlitii 
the  FMch  of  all  readers,  will  abandiatly  oonfirm  thi*  potition 
The  King's  perty  oonaisted  chiefly  of  the  monks,  with  their 
extensiTe  granges  and  farms,  tilled  and  inhahited  bj  stoat 
yeomen,  the  very  pith  and  marrow  of  our  militiai  and  the 
friars,  seenre  of  a  ready  aoceM  to  every  cottage  and  conacMnce 
in  England  I  both  reemited  from  the  lower  and  middle 
classes,  and  both  comprising  in  their  ranks  men  who,  from 
their  edocsiion,  were  skilled  not  only  in  theology,  but  in 
Ab  arts  of  diplomacy  and  adminlstradon.  finch  waa  the 
only  body  in  the  state  npon  whose  serricea  the  soreraign 
conld  rely  as  a  chedi  upon  the  feodal  barons,  whose  eHbrts 
were,  of  coarse,  alwi^  tending  towards  the  establishment 
of  a  pore  aristocracy.  This  tendency  ttie  CSrown  was 
obUged  to  coonteract  by  playing  off  one  great  finidal  vassal 
against  anoUier,  and  the  clergy  against  all— «  policy  which, 
in  the  end,  made  the  clergy  hateful  to  alL  John  and 
Henry  UL,  indeed,  attempted  to  play  the  political  game  ol 
chess  without  their  knights  and  bishops,  but  wers  check* 
mated. 

The  aristocratical  party  was  naturslly  opposed  to  (ha 
ascendancy  of  the  clergy,  end  neglected  no  opporttmities  of 
arraigning  their  conduct,  in  the  hope  of  ultimately  forcing  the 
Crown  to  select  its  ministers  from  among  the  feudal  barons 
themselTes.  In  these  assaults  upon  the  clergy,  John  of  Oaunt 
and  his  supporters  derived  important  assistance  from  lincklifie, 
whose  tenets— that  tithes  and  episcopacy  are  unlawful,  that 
subjects  are  not  bound  to  obey  princes  who  are  living  in  a 
state  of  mortal  sin,  and  that  patrons  ought  to  resume  church 
property  from  clergymen  whose  lives  or  doctrines  they  dis- 
approve—were found  to  be  powerful  weapons  in  political 


Chaucer's  connexion  with  John  of  Gaunt,  therefore,  explains 
much  of  his  treatment  of  ecclesiastical  persons  in  his  poetry  i 
his  bantering  censure  of  the  monks  and  friars,  the  moat 
learned,  and  influential,  and  best  organized  body  of  churchmeut 
and,  consequently,  the  most  troublesome  to  his  party  i  and 
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ha»  praise  of  the  poor^  eod,  eompertiiTdjy  ilKtente  aafl 
iaolited  ooontry  panons,  ftom  whom  it  had  noihing  to  &ar. 
Tel»  notwithstanding  the  gnsto  with  whieh  he  tarns  the 
leligious  orders  into  ridicnie,  there  is  no  indicati<m  of  his 
having  emhraoed  the  tenets  of  Wickliffe.  It  has  heen 
thonght  that  in  his  eharacter  of  a  country  parsen  he  intended 
to noord  his  admiration  of  that  actiTe  reformer;  hut  there 
is  not  a  sitt^  point  of  resembhmoe  between  thenu  Chanoer's 
Biodd  parson  is  not  a  controrersialist;  he  diiiclaims  all 
eehool-leaming;  he  lives  npon  his  benefiesb  and  ocenpee 
himself  with  the  esie  of  his  parishioners;  he  does  not  hold 
nieoores  in  cathedrals;  sod  he  delivers  an  orthodox  disooarse 
upon  the  sacrament  of  penance  according  to  the  orthodoxy  of 
the  timee.  WickUfie's  life  displays  a  very  complete  contxa- 
dictioa  to  all  thia.  He  was  eveiyihing  that  the  parson  was 
not,  and  the  reverse  of  everything  that  he  was.  He  wss  a 
bold  sod  indefatigable  controversialist;  he  was  Professor  of 
Theology  and  Warden  of  Canterbory  Hall,  Oxford;  he  held 
the  living  of  Lutterworth,  and  a  prebendal  stall  in  the  col* 
legiato  ehnrch  of  Westbnry ;  and  he  denied  the  sacramental 
efficM^  of  penance,  cod  the  expediency  of  confession  to  a 
priest  The  antagonism  is  perfect;  and  if  Chancer  meant  to 
^^ly  the  sketdi  to  Wickli^,  it  most  have  been  as  a  masked 
sarcasm  and  not  as  a  panegyric. 

The  English  Isngoage,  like  everything  elee  at  this  period* 
was  exhibiting  signs  of  cfasnge.  Old  forms  were  beginning  to 
be  disnsed,and  new  dements  to  be  introduced  into  its  stmctore. 
The  notion  that  Chaooer  was  thefiietwho  adopted  Frendi  forma 
and  idmms  is  founded  on  a  slight  acquaintance  with  previone, 
or  contemporary,  literature.  That  the  pure  Saxon  lingered 
fiir  a  long  time  among  the  lower  orders  in  remote  districta 
IB  shown  by  our  provincial  dialects  of  the  present  day, 
whieh  still  retain  incontestable  traces  of  a  Saxon  origin ;  and 
by  the  no  less  striking  fact  that  most  of  our  current  house- 
hold terms,  and  the  names  of  most  artidee  of  utUxty,  are 
derived  firam  the  same  souresb  while  the  bulk  of  the  dsss  of 
wocdi  that  repreeent  luxuries  and  superfluities  come  fiom  the 
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KoffnuniBtoek.  ThefoniidaHoDtcftbeltiigwigeyffototpeBl^ 
are  Saxon,  ai^d  iti  gnoes  Frendu  In  Chaoeer^a  time,  and 
long  afterwardar  thia  diatinetum  waa  much  more  ckarly 
defined  than  it  ia  now;  the  general  diffuaion  of  ednoatioo, 
and  the  modem  facilities  of  interconne,  having  ewept  away 
the  landmarka  that  fbrmeriy  separated  the  different  dasaea 
of  aocietjt  and  isolated  the  different  sectiona  of  the  kingdom. 
It  may  be  aaid,  in  a  broad  sense,  that  when  Chanoer  wrote 
there  were  two  laagnagcs  the  language  of  the  Conrty  and  of 
educated  people;  and  the  langoageof  the  lower  orders.  The 
contraat  between  them  waa  not  that  which  exista  between 
nfineminit  and  vulgarity,  or  even  between  knowledge  and 
ignorance;  it  waa  of  a  radical  character,  and  entered  into  the 
fixrmalion  of  both.  We  find  the  two  langoagea  more  or  leae 
iiffflpiynftmg  the  English  style  down  to  the  rdgn  of  Henry  YIII^ 
and  fomuihing  the  key  by  which  we  can  at  once  nnderstand 
why  contemporary  writers  should  appear  to  belong  to  dilterent 
•  agea,  and  why  Surrey  should  be  perfectly  intelligible  in  our 
day,  while  uelton  cannot  be  read  without  the  help  of  4i 
gloeaaxy. 

Chaocer^e  language  is  that  of  the  good  sociefy  in  which  he 
Eved,  and  into  which  a  large  accession  of  Norman  Uood, 
usages,  and  idioms  had  been  infused.  That  in  avaiUng  him* 
self  of  theee  advantages,  and  not  affecting  the  archaisma  of 
the  lower  orders,  he  did  wisely  for  his  own  fame,  and  for  the 
advancement  ci  his  native  language,  need  not  be  insisted 
upon.  The  carpenter  who  should  choose  to  do  his  work  with 
the  axe  alone,  when  he  might  also  have  the  assistance  of  a 
plane  and  saw,  would  not  dbplay  much  fitneas  for  hia  Yocft* 
lion. 

' It  m^  be  doubted,'  observes  Coleridge,  'whether  a  com* 
poeile  language  like  the  Engiiah  ia  not  a  happier  instrument 
of  expression  than  a  homogeneous  one  like  the  Qerman.  We 
poaaesa  a  wonderful  richness  and  variety  of  modified  mean- 
ings in  our  Saxon  and  Latin  quasi-synonymes,  which  the 
Germane  have  not  For '  the  pomp  KcAprodigaliiy  of  heaven,* 
the  German  must  have  eaid  the  *  spendtkr^neis/*     Xho 
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idttjj  process  of  enrichiiigottr  k&giuige  by  thonatanlisatte 
of  the  Korauui  and  the  Aiiglo*Saxon«  and  the  gradual  rqeo* 
turn  of  the  original  fbnna  of  both,  is  palpably  developed  la 
the  writings  of  Chanoer*  where  we  find  the  ancient  infleetions 
and  the  modem  simple  form  frequently  need  indifferently  in 
the  same  line.  The  modem  word  is  thus  st  once  referred  to 
its  French  or  iLnglo*Sazon  original  by  the  peculiarities  of  its 
atnictnre  or  pronunciation.  A  fhU  exposition  of  the  subject 
would  in  eflfoct  amount  to  the  compilation  of  a  grammar ;  but 
it  will  be  sufficient  for  all  present  purposes  to  remark  that 
the  final  letter  s^  the  doubling  of  consonants*  and  other  par* 
tieolars  in  which  the  orthogrqihy  differs  from  that  of  the 
present  fiarms  are  by  no  means  arbitrary,  though  not  always 
strictly  maintainedt  and  thai  their  omissioii  in  some  cases, 
when  tk^  ought  properly  to  be  firand*  is  to  be  attribnted 
to  the  caielessnns  of  copyists,  or  to  the  incipient  use  of  the 
simpler  forms,  or  to  the  exercise  of  a  poetical  licence  fiar  the 
aske  of  the  metrOi  To  these  caasee4>fconfoaioii  CSuuioer 
himself  admts  in  the  2W»te«  ami  CrwsMe;— 

And  Ibr  thtre  ii  •»  pmt  dbenat 

lb  JMM,  lad  in  vritiag  of  o«r  tongMb 

fle  Vnj  I  Qod  that  non«  alawrtt*  tiMa,         « 

words  wUsh  imply  that  erai  in  his  own  time  the  metre  of 
his  poetry  depended  190a  eome  nicety  of  orthogn^hy  and 
pronunciation  one^  amongst  many  reasons,  why  anj  attempt 
to  sobstitate  the  modem  £br  the  ancient  iwthography  is 
incompatible  with  the  preeermtioa  of  the  metre  and  the 
stmctare  of  the  language.  A  few  instancea  will  give  the 
reader  a  general  idea  of  the  nature  of  these  ehangee  and 
infl^Hyf-^j  whidi  the  smallest  aoqnaintanee  with  Qermaa 
will  enaUe  him  to  apply  in  almost  all  cases. 

To  begin  with  snbstantiveet  they  are  in  many  instaaoes 
\n^r*^  in  the  oblique  oaee  and  plural  auimber,  as  in 
Qemaai  msi  where,  in  Anglo-Seson,  they  ended  in  a,  they 
Msd  in  ^pronounced;  ss, for  Anglo*Saxon  kmUa  (hunter) 
r  tnites  hont^.  Xathsnoathsafthelowsrchvaeteas 
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mpmUUtj  tlie  Anglo-Saxon  form  of  the  first  pencil  nngnkr 
»  preserred;  9B  sethe  iek,  sometimes  written  w  tkeeck,  so 
•nay  I  thriye.  This  is  German.'  jH&oii  takes  the  form  of  an 
affix  to  the  Terb,  as  seistow,  sayest  thon,  canstow,  canst  thon. 
For  it,  the  Anglo-Saxon  form»  hit,i»  sometimes  nsed;  for  she 
{German,  «te)»«eAo,  which  is  the  Anglo-Sipcon  form  iUo,  with 
a  hissing  aspirate;  for  her,  ArV,  the  finale  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
being  dropped;  for  their  (German,  ikr)  hir^,  which  comes 
nearer  the  Anglo^axon  hh*a.  The  forms  wha  and  wkUsCf 
Cor  who  and  which  (Anglo-Saxon,  kwa,  ktojfieg  German, 
weleAer\  are  nsed  proTincially  by  the  Yorkshire  elerkt: 
wfUk  [so-liite,  Goth,  swa-^eiks],  for  snch.  The  adjectifa 
appears  to  be  sometimes  inflected  both  in  words  of  Anglo* 
Saxon  and  in  those  of  French  origin.  Thus  (toL  L  p.  74X 
0mai€  is  the  plural  form  of  the  sdJeotiTe  smoZ  (Anglo-SaxoDy 
aaMBi,  singukr;  tmcdfe,  plural.)^ 

But  it  is  in  the  ^y^b  that  the  old  inflectiona  are  ehiefiy 
piraenred ;  differing,  indeed,  in  many  respects  from  the  Anglo* 
Saxon,  and  being  often  dropped  altogether,  as  in  the  modem 
forms.  Thus  (roL  i.  p.  74),  slepen  is  the  plural  of  the  Present 
indicative  of  to  slepen,  and  MceJcen  the  infinitive  of  the  verb;  but 
in^ree  lines  ftirther  on  we  have  an  approach  to  the  modem 
form  in  the  dropping  of  the  final  n  in  the  word  wtnde  (old 
'form  ioenden)}  and  jf^r  to  seeks  (old  form  teeken),  A.re« 
markable  example  of  this  occurs  where  seych  rhymes  to 
Uyden,  showing  that  the  final  old  and  new  forms  were  some- 
times indifiTerently  used  or  omitted  in  writing,  and  were  pro- 
bably much  sooner  dropped  in  speaking.  The  termination  a 
of  the  plural  of  the  Present  indicative  differs  firom  the  Anglo- 
Saxon,  which  ends  in  ath;  but  this  form  is  retained  in 
some  oases,  as  In  voL  i.  p.  147 ;  pau  Ukdh  (nnleas  this  ba 
put  for  it  you  ZtAret/i),  and  again,  ye  loveth}  The  imperative 
always  ends  in  eth.  What  is  the  exact  force  of  the  particle  y 
prefixed  to  the  verb  seems  now  impossible  to  discover.  It  is 
l^erally  the  sign  of  the  Past  participle,  as  from  depen^  to 
call,  we  have  ydepi,  called ;  as  in  (German,  from  Msn,  to 
praise,  gddU^  praised.    But  in  German,  Anglo-Saxon,  and 

ifiasKolMbFiab 
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!b  Uhaiic«r*8  Engluh,  these  tnalogous  pcrtielet  are  pnfized 
to  eome  verbt  througho&t  thtax  moods*  while  they  evideotlj 
fbna  no  part  of  the  root.  Mr.  Wright  has  notioed,  as  a 
eantion  against  eoijectnral  emendations,  the  errors  in  ortho* 
graphy  into  which  Tyrwhitt  has  been  betrayed  by  hia 
ignorance  of  the  inflections  of  the  irregular,  or,  more  pro* 
perly,  the  strong  rerbs,  in  the  Teutonic  languages.  For 
instance,  in  the  verb  to  give,  the  imperfect  singular  is  2 
gitf;  plural,  we  ^ave  (old  form  ya«e»);  in  such  cases,  'tjt* 
whitt  has  invariably  used  the  plural  form  with  a  sulgect  in 
the  singular.  It  will  be  seen  that  these  infloTJons  are  iden* 
tical  with  the  Qennaa*  ti^eden  to  give,  lek  goh^  I  ga?e^ 
IFtr  yaien,  we  gave.  The  inflexion  of  the  regular  verb  in 
tha  imperfect  is,  for  example,  I  lemade^  thou  lemedest,  ha 
lemede.  Plural,  lemeden;  but  the  final  •  is  often  omitted. 
The  reader  will  also  remark  the  Qerman  fixrm  ick,  fsa  which 
$h  has  been  substituted  in  modem  KnglisK 

The  reduplication  of  the  final  consonant  and  tha  addition 
of  tha  letter  e  is  the  adverbial  fi>rm;  thus,  loaye  or  Umg9 
ocenrs  as  an  adverb  of  tima  fiomed  firom  the  ai^eotive  hmg^ 
fPf^HMe,  and  ime,  as  the  adverbial  fionn  of  tha  preposition 
wiiUm  and  ta.  NMm,  naoeesaiily,  sad  iJkmmk&t^  gratoi* 
tonsly,  are  aramplea  of  tha  mode  of  fiicming  advatba  fimn 
snbstantivee. 

But  though  the  foundation  and  oonstraotaon  of  the  Ian* 
guage  is  piuely  Teutonic,  it  was  in  Chaucer's  time  aasinu* 
latin^  many  Anglo-Norman  words.  It  had  not  yet  aognired 
the  strong  accentuation  of  tha  modem  English,  which, 
Erasmus  says,  makes  foreigners  suppose  when  they  hear  ui 
speak  that  we  are  barking.  The  modem  German  ia  aooented 
mudi  more  evenly  than  the  English;  and  tha  geniua  of  tha 
French  language  is  to  accent  all  syllables  equaUyj  but  if 
there  be  any  emj^iasis  at  all  it  is  on  the  last  syllaUa.  Thia 
rule  is  strictly  iq^plicable  to  all  words  of  French  origin  in 
Chancer.  Thus,  the  following  words,  and  all  of  like  deriva* 
tion,  must  be  prononacad  aa  maricadi  cocAgei  viige,  via%% 


n 

■Uirilget  bonoiir,  •dTeiit^»mjM.T0DUbr«9  vnttta^timaAati 
tooditMnt  qoettiodn,  i«a6n;  mani^r,  mati^,  ooonArf 
bttfad,  plaiiAnci^,  rwnembrfeicg ;  tormAit,  Ac  Tbfdiiiudi 
of  the  faninin#  a4|«etiTd  in  Frmcb  is  abo  in  torn*  esMS 
retuned,  as  Seynte  Fiideswide. 

In  tborty  the  emrtraciion  and  piaranda&n  cf  ibe  Ian* 
goagw  wliieli  w«re  then  andergoing  the  ptooeaa  of  amalg** 
nation  were  atili  in  a  great  measure  letatned)  hot  thej 
mlreadj  showed  symptoms  of  ehsnge,  that  diange  consisting 
chiefly  in  the  dxoppmg  of  the  terminatioos,  in  acoordanoe 
with  the  principle  which  then  h^;an  to  show  itsdf  in  imt 
idionit  of  throwing  heck  the  accent  as  far  as  possiUs.  The 
final  sy]laile»  when  it  did  not  form  part  of  the  root»  would 
thus  he  at  first  prononneed  slightly,  next  dropped  sltogether 
from  pconnneiaiion,  and  woald  finally  disappear  firom  the 
written  langoage.  Latin  and  Qieek  have  nndergone  the  very 
same  process  in  their  trsnsformation  into  Italian  and  Bomaic 

Intimately  connected  with  the  orthography  and  pronanda* 
tion  is  the  vexed  question  of  the  roles  of  Chaucer's  metrr. 
The  two  theories  on  this  subject  are  thus  stated  by  Mr* 
Hallam  t— >'  It  had  been  supposed  to  be  proved  by  ^^yrwhitt, 
that  Chaucer's  lines  are  to  be  read  metrically,  in  ten  or  eleven 
syllables,  like  the  Italian,  and,  as  I  apprehend,  the  French  of 
his  time.  For  this  purpose  it  is  necessaiy  to  presume  that 
many  termiimtiona,  now  mute,  were  syUabically  pronounced  i 
and  where  verus  prove  refractory  after  all  our  endeavours, 
^^Twhitt  has  no  scruple  in  declaring  them  coirupt  It  may 
be  added  that  Qray,  before  the  appearance  of  Tyrwhitt's 
essay  en  the  vwaification  of  Chaucer,  had  adopted  without 
hesitation  the  eame  hypothesis.  But,  according  to  Dr.  Nott, 
the  verses  of  Chancer,  and  of  all  his  successors  down  to 
SurrqTi  siv  merriy  rhythmical,  to  be  read  by  cadence^  and 
admitting  c£  considerable  variety  in  the  number  of  syllablest 
though  ten  may  be  the  more  frequent  In  the  manuscripts 
if  Chancer  the  line  is  always  broken  by  a  cassura  in  the 
luddlsb  whidi  is  pointed  out  by  a  virgulei  and  this  is  proi 
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■erred  k  Uw  eaily  editums,  down  to  that  of  1533.  thef 
coma  HBtxer,  therafim^  to  the  tliort  Saxon  line,  differing 
diiaflj  bj  tlia  alternate  rhyme^  whidi  coDTerto  two  venea 
into  one.  He  «Mwi:fcii>«  tliat  a  great  mmj  linea  of  Chancer 
oannot  be  read  metrically,  thoogh  bannonkma  aa  rtnea  U 
aadfloeeu  Thia  rhythmioal  meaavre  he  prooeeda  to  ahow  in 
Oedofe,  Lydgate,  Hawea,  Barclay*  Skelton,  and  even  Wymtt, 
and  thQB  oondndee  that  it  waa  ibst  abandoned  by  Snney.'' 
However  ingwiionaly  thia  theory  may  be  atated,  BMMt  people 
will  agree  with  Mr.  Hallam  in  the  opinion  that  it  ia  foonded 
OB  too  narrow  a  definition  of  metre.  Hejaatlyobeer?eathat 
in  CSiaaoer^a  Terufioation  *  we  never  fail  to  xeoognixe  a  nni* 
fi»nil;yof  meanire,whtdi  the  naeM  nearly  eqnipoUent  iaet 
eannoty  on  the  etrictest  metrical  prindplee,  be  thought  to 
in^air/  If  an  exactly  eqnal  nnmber  of  eyllablee  in  every 
Ima  be  eaaential  to  metre»Hom0r  and  Yirgil'a  hexameteraand 
the  eong  of  CMiwa  are  not  metrical ;  a  oondnaion  eo  con* 
traiy  to  all  noeived  notiona  as  to  indnoe  a  anapicion  that 
theco  iaaomefallapy  at  tho  bottom  of  Dr.  Nott*a  theory.  li 
we  go  beck  to  firrt  prinoiples,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  dia* 
eorer  where  thia  fallaey  Ilea. 

The  object  of  all  metre  ia  to  prodaee  a  ihythm»OTeadence» 
to  which  the  Toioe  in  reading  or^ainging  can  adapt  itad£ 
Thia  regular  cadence  may  be  pivdnoe^  by  mi3dng  the 
vetaei  ccnaiat  of  an  exactly  ef|oal  number  of  eyllablee  with 
Uw  accent  fidling  on  the  even  onea,  to  Vrhidi  plan  Dr.  Nott 
would  confine  the  term  wteir^    But  H^  may  be  much  better 

'  produced  by  compceing  the  veraea  of  an  ef|oal  number  of 
equipollent,  though  not  equiayllabic,  feet»  a  principle  upon 
which  all  the  claeaioal  metres  are  founded.    Nobody  who  can 

*  eigoy  MOton'a  exquiaitely  muaieal  rhythm  will  ever  bdieve 
tiiat  hia  manner  of  compoeition  was  to  count  the  eyllablee  on 
Ilia  fingera.  Am  Mr.  Hallam  well  obsenrea,  the  occaaional 
occurrence  of  an  anapmt  in  the  place  of  an  iambus,  eo  £tf 
firam  darogatnig  from  correctness^  adds  great  apirit  and 
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benlf  to  *•  mefcra.    He  miglit  hivv  iadndad  fe  *•  iUM 

oitogoiy  a  ttill  gntter  irregQlariif»  tlie  taUiitatbg  €d« 

ifenmgij  aeonted  tylkUe  at  the  hfginning  of  »  lino^  or  at 

the  carafa»  fiir  an  iamlma^  which*  to  frr  from  being  a  ddbet^ 

ia  an  abarratioii  that  imparta  woiidnf ol  ipbit  and  beanigr  to 

theaoagof  QgwiM 

Tht  ttv  tkiit  Udf  tilt  AepkMd  Md 
Kov  tlM  top  qT  liMT«a  doth  bold,  to. 

In  the  aaeond  of  theee  linea  the  word  ybm  takea  the  plaee 
of  aa iamhna.  In  thorttit  majbe  laid  down  at  aprineipleoC 
all  metna  that  the  number  of  aeoented  ejllaUea  in  linee  in* 
tended  to  eomapoiid  with  each  other  admita  of  no  inegnkritji 
but  that  naaoeented  eylkblea  may  be  grouped  ronnd  them,aa 
ft  weie^  of  oonne  withm  beetain  limite,  of  which  the  ear  ia 
the  beat  )ndge.  Thia  ia  abo  the  principle  of  the  Anglo* 
Saion  netrea  aa  ahown  1^  Ptoieasor  Eraemna  Baeke  in  hia 
▼alnaUe  A»gl4h8axoi^  Grmmmwr^  and,  it  may  be  added,  of 
all  aetne  whateoe^er,  though  lome  admit  of  greater  TarielTf 
in  the  number  and  arrangement  of  the  unanoftuted  i^UaUea 
thanotheia. 

It  haa  been  eeen  that  Dr.  Nott  laya  much  itreaa  upon  a 
Tizgule  being  found  in  the  mannscripti  to  mark  the  OBettra, 
aa  a  proof  that  the  veree  ia  not  metricaL  But  thia  vixgule  ia 
a  musical,  and  not  a  metrical,  sign,  and  was  intended  aa  a 
guide  to  the  emger  to  mark  where  the  first  strain  of  the 
reoitative  ended,  and  the  next  began*  It  was  used  for  thia 
pirpoee  in  the  Latin  l^salms,  formerly  sung  in  churches,  and 
its  pkce  ia  supplied  in  the  Book  qf  Common  Proftr  by  a 
oolon.  Ita  use  ia  an  interesting  example  of  the  manner  ia 
which  poetry  waa  formerly  song;  and  it  signified  nothing 
nora.  But  eren  if  it  had  been  intended  to  mark  the  CBsurUp 
or  panae,  the  rqguiaritf  of  its:  reourrence  would  not  have 
been  inooneiatent  with  the  metrical  structure  of  the  Terse, 
In  many  classical  metrm,  as  pentameter  and  Sapphic^  the 
plaee  of  the  cesora  never  varies;  it  varies  least  in  Pope^ 
whose  metre  ia  more  regular  than  that  of  any  of  our  poet«p 
and  most  in  Milton,  the  *iiclody  of  rhose  Terae  dependa 


dudlynpon  hit  eaidffioe»  or  rfaythm;  and,  notwiilwtn&ig 
the  Txrgale,  many  pusagvs  might  he  ^oted  from  Ghsoeflr 
in  which  great  epirit  and  TiTaoiiy  an  ohtained  hj  the 
JQdioioQa  ▼ariatuMi  in  the  podUon  of  the  esBeara. 

It  would  earry  us  far  heyond  oar  present  porpoae  to  enter 
at  length  upon  tixe  qneetioa  raieed  hy  Dr.  Nott*a  uee  of  the 
tenm  metre  and  riiyilmi^  except  eo  fiff  at  it  concerae  the 
YCTM  of  Chancer*  Dr.  Nott'e  ohjeet  waa  to  prove  that 
fivrrey  wae  the  ftret  Sng^i^  poet  whoee  vermfieiition  waa 
gOTemed  hy  eyUabio  kws,  and  that  the  yenifieation  of  all 
precedmg  writers  waa  nniestraaied  hy  any  eyllabio  laws 
whatever.  This  poeittOA  is  perfectly  dear  and  inteiligihle; 
and  constitatesy  in  h?Af  the  real  point  at  isane.  But  the 
tobject  assomes  a  new  aspect  when  Dr.  If ott  caUs  the  former 
apedes  of  Tersifieation  metrical*  and  the  latter  rfaythmieaL 
The  objection  to  his  employment  of  these  terms  is»  that  they 
are  illogical,  because  they  do  not  exprees  the  0nmUM  di^fir* 
0ne$  between  the  two  species.  That  there  is  a  differsnee  is 
obvious;  bat  these  terms  describe  a  distinetian  withoot  a 
difference,  nnless  it  is  to  be  admitted  that  metre  can  he  pro^ 
dnced  withoot  rhythm,  or  riiythm  withoot  metrical  prinoi* 
plea  of  some  kind.  It  is  nnneoessazy  to  repeat,  that  metre 
and  riiiythm  are  by  no  means  identical,  or  convertiUe,  termag 
and  that  they  express  different  things;  bat  the  things  thqr 
expraas  oo-exiat^  and  cannot  be  aepaiated  ftom  eadi  otiher.^ 

Adopting  the  teima  in  a  limited  eense,  metre  as  a  teat 
i^plicable  only  to  syllablea,  and  rhythm  as  a  teat  i^plicable 
only  to  soonda,  the  qoestioii  resolvea  itself  into  a  aimpla 
Ibrm:  la  Ofaanoer'a  poetiy  metrical  or  rhythmical?  Tkm 
answer  is,  that  it  is  both.  We  find  in  Chancer  not  only  thn 
most  perfect  examplea  of  atriot  syllsbification,  bat  fay  a  oan* 
fol  attention  to  the  gnonmatical  stroctore  of  his  ^•"gv^gi^ 
we  diaU  find  that  strict  syUabificatioQ  is  the  rale^aad  not 
the  exception,  of  hie  Tens. 

The  legnlarity  of  the  atrictiy  syUahio  finas  k  mnoh 

1  CAt  llM  pnMBi  day  Or.  KottDi  tiMOftei  aie  laidlf  woctli 
4taMloB,  aiiAeie  eiflsiBly  not  to  te  aooiplel^W.  W.a4 


nmoMTCRm;  fiS 

f  i^ipmoi  ihitmtlumi  thu  the  ait  willi  wUdi  flie  Uhm. 
not  0oif«Md  liy  ■yllmbio  qnantitiflt,  ue  mado  to  ftmerf 
their  trae  riiytibmieal  proportioDt,  Hie  number  of  long 
Moented  eylkblet  m  these  eaaee  ie  inTariable;  hat  the 
iniah«r  ol  nnaeoented  ayllehiet  constentl j  fluctnatee  without 
impairing  the  melody  of  the  yerse.  In  other  words,  an  anapnat, 
or  other  aqoivalent  foot»  often  occurs,  and  sometimes,  per- 
haps, an  emphatic  monosyllable  takes  the  place  of  an  iambus; 
•ada  Iqrpnwtaleotic  or  redundant  short  sylkble,  is  fbe^pmntly 
found  at  the  end  of  a  line. 

In  stating  these  to  be  the  only  ixregularitiss  in  Chaucer's 
verse,  it  ehould  be  understood  that  he  must  be  read  like 
French  or  Qenttan,and  the  final  letters  pronounced,  although 
not  always.  The  ear  must  here  be  the  guide  as  in  French 
verse.  For  example,  in  the  two  Mowing  lines  of  BoHeau  the 
final « ia  pronounced  in  the  wmdfertiU,  but  is  quiesceut  in 
the  words  rare  and  ignore,  beoause  the  auccecding  word  begins 
withavowel:— 

Km  et  fiuneu  cq>rit.  doBt  U  fitftfle  T«iiM 
Ignore  en  eeriTsnt  le  tnTtfl  et  U  peine. 

But  in  every  ease,  every  syllable  of  words  of  French 
extraction,  audi  as  eondieioun  must  be  pronounced,  and  the 
accent  hdd  on  the  last  syllable.  This  is  the  origin  of  what 
has  been  called  by  modem  meirists  i^efemals  rhyme. 

The  best  way  to  make  Chaucer'a  system  of  versification 
plam  to  the  reader  will  be  to  give  a  few  examples  of  his 
different  metres,  and  to  mark  the  syllables  with  the  usual 
long  and  abort  aigns. 

The  heroic  verse  which  COiancer  probably  first  introduced 
into  English,  is  the  prevailing  one  in  I7««  Camterhury  l^Ues. 
In  the  spirited  address  of  Theseus  to  Emily  in  the  KnigkUi 
iM^  most  of  the  peouliarities  BMBtioMd  ahofu  will  he  found 

Wi^.  I  qttothhai  I  tUbb  I  of  mi  I  iMtoi, 
With  Ul  I  thktTe  I  hteer  I  mjf  pir  I  Ifaim, 
TUU  gcn  I  tn  Pi  I  Offlfia,  I  78v  Oir  I  nS  kalgbt, 
IMft  jEnr  I  ttb  jr«a  I  idfth  lUr  I  tf,  vfll  I  iad  BlgM^ 


M  nmoDuonoK 

.Aad  Mr  I  Uth  dOoii,  I  fSfn  ftnte  I  tyoM  fB  I  Utai  I 
ran  f*  i  lehU  Ot  I  jSnr  gilce  |  ttpfln  )  him  ifipt, 
ind  fllM  I  him  flr  I  jSor  hOi  I  bSnd  tod  I  lOr  Iflrdi 
Utat  ml  1 75oe  hind,  I  ISr  this  I  It  Onra  I  iodhd. 

•  •  •  v^  • 

BKwtz  t  Mb  wis  I  Imlad  |  ioSD  |  thi  XOkA, 
ndtthl^h  I  tSmt  I  trimSyn  |  llr  ml  |  ilSff^ 
«y  lll«  I  thloflmi  I  aSU  Of  I  thI  hi  I  iteSge. 

In  tkne  liDM  are  eiamples  of  a  Iboi  of  ihne  qrllaUii^ 
««»%  nipplying  tha  i^ace  of  aa  kmkis;  of  the  final  # pv»» 
BiiraneecUandqaiesoentyat  it  aniU  tke  metief  anA  of  tka  w«i4 
«Mrta^  pnmoonoed  as  in  French.  If  thefi>HowingTenabt 
not  oomipt^  whieb  then  is  no  naaon  to  avpposa^  tha  word 
tkarn,  m  emphatie  syllable,  at  the  beg:inning  of  a  line*  doaa 
doty  for  an  tambusy  as  already  noticed  ^— 

Ihte  I  b  It  I  nMOm  |  Is  thiak  |  Ith  ml.  < 

With  flxqaisite  peroeptioii  of  the  properties  of  T«ne»  tha 
poet  has  chosen  fixr  pathetic  subjects  a  modification  of  the 
Italian  oMowa  rima,  which  differs  firom  its  original  in  wanting 
the  fifth  line*  In  this  verse  are  composed  €hr%sMe,  TIU 
Zes^0nd  ^  Si.  CitciHa,  Tke  T1I0  ^  tke  Fricrete^  IW»Z«« 
mmd  Oreeeide^  and  most  of  the  smaller  compositions  called 
ballads.  The  following  example  ia  Constance*!  toudiing 
address  to  the  Virgin,  which  seems  €0  have  soggisted  ¥illan*a 
^a^w  lax  Tke  Lady  qf  the  Lake^ 

mdar,  I  qlod  shS,  )  Ind  mif  t  dl  Mkl4, 1  Urtft, 
SOCh  b  I  thit  thlrgh  I  wtaimte  I  all  H  I  glDlai 
XfakXad  I  wit  lln.  I  lad  dtmp  I  nM  If  I  t&d7% 
VQrwhIeh  I  thy  ehlld  I  wIsQn  ilttlH  I  tl^mtt 
Ihya  bus  I  nu  ir  I  ffhia  slwh  I U  this  I  tikmlBt# 
XMa a|S  I  thIriiloB  I  elmpi  I  iMna  I  Utwlae 
nivlb  I  ladi  I  ay  wlo  I  mljmta  1 1 


1  CTIm remsik is  important,  sad  la  soum  Instoims  trae;  hal  not  hfl% 
91i»  right  rmdlag  to-^w  a  tbenkath  vm\  aad  the  Um  is  pKfiwu^ 
W.W.ftJ 


IITBUUUCfJOIR** 


TlwaBljr Miliar  ranarklMraii  tlirttibe  godliTe iaieo. 
tun  in  fvoMOMMt  Sonm  a  MpaiwU  fjUabk,  and  thai  Jf«rM 
aad  <oraM»^  being  Ikanch  words,  an  aooemUd  on  tha  kal 
a^laUe. 

In  tha  anroje  to  tha  tale  of  Qrinlde  is  to  be  fimnd  a 
Und  of  ▼arse  whidi  doei  not  oocor  in  any  of  the  oiber  poema. 
It  oonrists  of  six  heraie  lines  rhyming  alternately,  axoept  tha 
fifth,  wlndi  hss  no  ooriesponding  rhymes  TkeMcnk^B  TktU 
is  written  in  a  stuaa  of  ei^t  lines,  often  syllahlee,  hat  rerj 
^^Stanski  ham  Hnboiiavarima,  The  ▼ersiflcation  <^tha  bur* 
lesqne  on  tha  metrical  xomanoe^  whidi  tha  host  esUa 
'rhyme  doggerel,'  is  very  oommonly  met  with  m  poems  of 
that  period,  and  was  probably  rcgaoted  by  Ghaooer  as  mono* 
tonous  and  tireaomai 

It  haa  been  obeerred  that  laige  portions  of  tha  TaU  ^ 
IfirUeae,  thangh  written  lika  prose,  aia,  in  iaetk  blank 
?ene^  andmay  be  eo  read,  as  in  tha  following  esamplai— > 

Thit  MeUbenf  ABswered  aaooa  and  wid* 

What  nuuiit  quoth  he,  ilMMild  of  hit  wMplaf  itkft 

That  hath  ao  great  a  eaati  ftr  la  WMpr 

•  •  •  « 

Plradenoe  aaiwered^,  Cwtea  well  I  wol 
▲ttempend  weeping  is  no  thing  deftadad 
To  him  thai  MRowlU  ii,  aa. 

This  is,  perhape,  the  earliest  example  of  blank  Tens  in 
thia  metre  in  the  Engliah  langoagei  and  it  is  not  the  less 
lemarkable  beoaose  it  beoomea  thus  reaalyed  ont  of  prose. 

The  only  remaining  kind  of  metre  that  elaima  onr  atten* 
tkn  is  that  of  TU  Bomance  qf  iks  Bose,  Ths  J?4MM#  qf 
Tame,  CJ^nc^r's  JDr^ame,  and  The  Book  of  ike  Duehm. 
AH  these  are  in  the  rerae  called  octosyllabic,  but  mora  pro- 
perly qnadrameter  iaml»c,  inaamueh  aa  aiiapKat%  hypereota* 
leetic  ayliabka,  and  other  irregnlaritiea  in  the  number  of 
ayllaUea  are  of  frequent  occurrence.  In  atructure  and  irre^. 
gularity  it  reaemblea  the  aong  of  Comu9.  The  following 
admirable  delineation  of  the  frank  and  simple  manners  d  a 
kigh«farad  woman  of  fashion  i«  taken  iiom  The  Book  sf  the 
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lheke$$,  and  wis  intended  m  a  poricttt  ef  HmmIm,  flit 
i  of  John  of  Gaunt. 


nk«»|  hfrUfcB  I  wfaatt  1 1 
Bi  9?fr  I  tlmlrt  bat  I  Urtt  I  aS  wot. 
It  diiiPt  I  liidtB(*e  I  Spaf«  I  ly  iMt 
2u  I  thlt  an  I  hfr  gia  I  bBmbl. 
H«r  «r  I  fa  taoMd  I  late  I  ihS  w8l4 
BI?«  mir  I  ef  .  (Vn  I  ly  wm  I  (Un  tf  0 
Bit  It  I  wit  i«r«r  I  tMit  I  thXr  do. 
ilaii  I  nB«Oim  I  tMttt  I U  thtofi 
B  vis  I  Mr  air  I  a«  pan  I  Sftntff-^ 

.  I^  tart  of  Chaooer,  wkidi  next  diima  our  attentioB,  lia% 
vntil  lately»  been  eoaaidered  hopeleudy  oorvopt  Hia  great 
popolarifyiniomadegtaaoontribiitadtotliiBieBiiIt.  Mann- 
aeript  copiea  of  hia  poama  ware  aagady  nroltipliad  in  an  afa 
when  the  ortikogngkj  and  pFonondation  of  £ngliah  warn 
caprieioQa  and  unsettled;  and  each  lucoeedingoopyiat thought 
hlmaelf  at  liberty  to  adapt  the  onginal  to  hia  own  notiona  of 
ooffTaotQeaa.  or  to  the  dialeet  of  hb  natiTe  diitrict  From 
oopiaa  made  oa  these  prindpLea  ware  derived  the  texts  of  tha 
aaiiy  aditiona  by  Caxton,  in  m$,  by  Wynken  de  Worde  in 
I49S>  ^  "Bjtuaikt  fitowe«  Thynne»  and  Spc|^t»  who  showed, 
aiUka  by  their  ne^ecta  and  their  arnna,  that  they  were 
utterly  inoapaUa  of  diaeriminating  between  •  trua  and  a 
&lsa  veading ;  and  the  eoofiiaion  arisittg  from  their  inoom* 
patenoe  waa  worse  coBilbvndad  by  Urty's  eoi^jeatoral  emenda* 
tiona.  Tha  next  and  most  aueeeasfnl  attempt  to  render  2%a 
€kmi9rhwy  Tal$9  popular  waa  made  by  tha  lata  Ifr. 
l^jTwhitty  whose  ftrat  edition  Sfpeared  in  1775.  Hia  learn* 
ittg,  judgment*  and  patient  research,  fiwmad  a  happy  aontraat 
to  hia  predeeoBora.  80  &r  aa  the  text  waa  oooeamed,  how* 
afar,  hia  plan  was  ii^udieioiia«  He  eoUated  •  great  numbai 
af  MBS^bot  witiioot  sofficiant  attention  to  their  dataa,  an 


t  Tbs  test  abotaaiid  Is  taken  fkms  ens  ar the 
It  piobafety  fair  iassRssl. 
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LidiipeDttUe  eoDiiteilm  in  MftraiM  to  tht 
Cawiear.  He  sppem,  abo,  to  )»▼•  attriboltd  to  tkt  < 
edilMiit  V7^^i*3^*^bKV^  of  MiUioritj  to  whkk  Ui^  liav* 
no  tiUo.^  In  otlMr  respeeto  lu«  laboon  wera  of  nnqmeitioii- 
able  utility.  He  rejected  ignorant  interpolatiooe,  made  n 
exealicnt  anangement  of  the  2Uet,  and  in  hia  Diaaertatkn. 
and  Notea,  aotwithttanding  tliat  tbej  were  fbanded  en  an' 
impure  t«Et»  and  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  Anglo* 
8aion  and  Mdtinral  Engliaht  he  piodneed  e  bo^  of  iUnabni* 

1  Ottta'i  eni  edHka  ot  JU  CatdaUHr^  Taim  wm  om  of  the 
•ailiert  books  printed  In  Engluul.    Ai  a  tpaeimcQ  of  tjpcgiapbf  it' 

» U  rMBSfkabte  Unr  olooniMs  uid  clegaaoe «  bot  tb«  t«xt  it  vahirtw, 
boiag  Uken  ftoB  a  MB.  oboaadiiig  in  erran.  CaxtoA  afkcrwacdoi 
biMitat  ost  a  Mooad  edition  printed  tnm  a  better  MS.  In  tbo 
poeNteion  of  Mt.  William  Thyane.    Keltbcr  of  tbc»  editlooe  atw 

'  dated.  The  flnt  Is  sappoeed  bgr  Asms  to  hart  been  pslated  abeol 
1475  or  1476;  the  seeond  appears  flron  the  prc&eo  to  hafo  be«i 
aadertaktn  slz  years  later.  Of  the-  ibmer,  onlj  two  oopiea  arr 
known  to  ezlstt  and  onlj  one  of  the  latter.  Tn/Om  and  CI cii inWt, 
9te  Booir^#tasie,  and  otbcr  pleees  wsM  aleo  printed  by  Gaston.  In 
1495,  Wynken  de  Worde  printed  an  edition  of  the  Tbfef,  founded 
apon  Cazton;  Vli%Tnam  tnidCnteide  in  i5i7;  and  theAwaWisqf 
Fotikt  In  iSlo.  Biehard  Pyneon  pnbllsbed  two  editions  of  tlie  Mm, 
ttio  ftrst  witlUMit  a  date  (eoi^ectured  to  be  1491).  sad  the  seoond» 
oontalninff  additional  pieces,  in  iSatf.  He  also  printed  tlie  TYottut 
and  Ormeidi,  and  The  Book  cf  FamB.  Tbe  next  edition,  ooUeoted  by 
Ur.  William  Tbynne,  and  published  by  Godfray  in  15 Si.  was  the  flrsl 
that  eontslned  the  entire  works,  with  the  exception  of  Tk€Plowmtm'$ 
3We,  anid  was  adopted  ss  the  baste  of  most  of  the  subsequent  oditlona. 
It  was  reprinted,  with  the  addition  of  Tie  i^foaman's  nk,bf  John 
B«ynes,ln  i54»*  This  was  followed,  in  iStfi.by  an  editlOB,  'with 
diTers  addicions/  edited  by  Stowe.  8peght*s  edition,  the  most  ooa- 
plete  that  had  appeared  np  to  this  time,  was  published  In  1596.  anA 
reprinted,  enlarged  and  improved,  in  i6os,  and  again  In  1687.  Urryls 
edition  appeared  In  17s  1.  The  OanteHmrg  TaUe,  *fi<OB  the  most 
aathctttio  M8S.,  aad  as  they  are  tamed  into  English  by  the  most 
eminent  hands,  fro.,'  wsre  published  in  1740,  by  Dr.  lliomas  JforelL 
This  Is  the  edition  to  which  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  gives  the  date  of  i737»  and 
afwfileh  he  arailed  himself  laii^lyln  his  notee  and  glossary,  llr. 
lyrwhitt^  edition  was  published  in  1775-8.  A  seeond  edItloB  waa 
printed  by  the  UnlTersity  of  Oxfbrd  In  i798 ;  a  third  in  London  In 
182a  i  and  a  fourth  in  1845.  with  a  new  life  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas, 
who  also  edited  the  rest  of  the  poems.  Mr.  Wright's  edition  waa 
originally  printed  by  the  Percy  Society  in  i847t  and  afterwards  ro. 
published  for  general  circulation.  This  catalogue  includes  only  tha 
principal  editions.  Many  other  editions  appeared  in  the  alxteentfr 
eeataiy.  bat  th^  arp  for  the  most  part  awn  repriati. 
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thre  va&tmM&m.  wbioh  mnst  ilwayB  be  TiliuAk  to  ^ 


Mr.  Wrig^t»  ftpplyiBg  the  Ttitly  inorMMd  jnmmnm  ot 
Bodem  mtknam  awl  pldlology  to  the  text  of  2%«  Cbfi<0r6^ 
TtlMf  bee  made  en  important  advanoe  in  this  fundamental 
perticiikr  beyond  his  predeoessora.  His  plan  was  exacUy  the 
rererse  of  Tyrwhitt's.  Instead  of  founding  bis  text  upon  • 
comparison  of  MSS.  written  at  different  times,  and  in  diffmnt 
placea,  and  frequently  oorrupted  by  different  dialeetoy  he 
seleeted  the  best  manuscript  he  eould  find,  that  which 
eeemed  nearest  to  Cbanoer*s  own  time,  and  most  free  from 
elflrieal  enors,  and  adopted  it  as  the  basis  of  his  edition. 
This  MS^  a  xemaricably  fine  one  in  the  British  Museum,  he 
thus  desoribes:  'The  Harieian  MS.,  No.  7334,  is  by  &r  the 
best  Ma  of  Ghanoar's  CkuUerbury  TaUt  I  have  yet  exa- 
mined, in  regard  both  to  antiquity  and  cornsetuess.  The 
band  writing  is  one  which  would  at  first  sight  be  taken  by 
an  experienced  sdiolar  lor  that  of  the  latter  part  of  the  four- 
teenth centuxy,  and  it  must  hare  been  written  within  a  frw 
yean  after  1400,  and,  therefore,  soon  after  Chaooer's  death. 
The  language  has  Tery  little,  if  any,  appearanoe  of  local 
dialect,  and  the  text  ia  in  general  extremely  good,  the  varift- 
tiotti  from  Tyrwbitt  being  usually  for  the  better.* 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that,  although  the  Hari.  MS.  haa 
been  adopted  as  the  basis  of  this  text,  it  haa  not  been  implicitly 
fijUowed  in  all  cases.  As  Mr.  Wright  found  it  ncccaeaiy  to 
depart  occaaionaUy  from  his  original,  so^  in  some  instaneeii 
the  reading  of  Mr.  Tyrwbitt,  when  it  bore  internal  endenoe 
of  authenticity,  has  been  preferred  in  this  edition.  A  few 
oasea  aim  occur  in  which  the  reading  of  the  MS.  has  been 
restored,  when  it  was  thought  that  Mr.  Wright  had  rejected 
it  without  sufficient  reason;  but  all  deviation^  either  from 

1  C11ttHMehuilIS.ti^«r7Tmlf»bl«.  tat  the  EUeBBMTOlCa  know  Man 
tshawtteUslMitolaim  toeometiMii.  Tba  nMUofli  of  thst  KS.  •!• 
■waUj  to  bo  tioad  in  Tjnrliitt*s  oditioii,  tat  he  doH  not  aeem  to  hova 
always  foUonvd  It  Tta  text  of  the  IUrlelaalI&  wie.  oartslalf  wottk 
printlBii;  end  alv«i  a  Tiry  ftlr  temli. 

It  nmrt  to  remembved  Uiet  the  pahlicetloi»  of  tta  •CbsMW  Sodtlr' 
fesfs  Istalj  elesnd  op  numy  donbtfiil  polnta-W.  W.  aj 
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.Mr.  Wright*!  •ditioDf  «r  firom  th«  original  VS^  are  pointed 
oat  in  the  foot-noiea  for  the  ultimate  eatigfaction  of  the 
r«a4er.  Fortonately  the  teit  of  2fte  CtmUr^my  Tah»  ia 
now  so  eorrect  aa  to  afford  little  room  for  such  ooqjeetnnl 
emendatioDa  aa  still  oontmue  to  be  applied  to  the  teit  of 
Shakespearei  and  there  can  be  noheidtation  in  aaaerting  that 
a  reader  of  ordinarj  edncation,  particolarlj  if  he  hare  anj 
knowledge  of  French  and  Gennan,  and  will  ttSkib  the  trouble 
to  read  the  first  ten  pages  with  a  giossavj  by  hia  aide^  may 
be  able,  without  diffioolty,  to  nndostand  and  eigoj  tha  whok 
of  Chaooer'a  poosia. 

In  the  notes  oompiled  for  this  edition  free  nse  has  been 
made  of  the  labours  of  former  commentators,  their  authority 
bong  inTariably  admowledged,  eitiier  by  a  refersnoet  or  bj 
initials  where  a  quotation  ia  given  in  AilL  Thua,  passagea 
extracted  from  the  annotations  or  criticisms  of  Speght»  Tyr- 
whitt,  or  Wright,  are  distingoishedby  having  affixed  to  them 
the  letters  S.,  T.,  or  W.  Sometimes  a  difference  of  ofnnion 
has  arisen,  and,  whenever  it  waa  conaidered  of  sufficient  im« 
portance,  the  grounds  of  dissent  are  stated. 

In  addition  to  the  tracks  of  inquiry  previously  explored, 
others  have  been  opened  up  of  interest  and  utility  to  the 
general  reader.  Much  attention,  for  example,  has  been 
bestowed  upon  the  elucidation  of  involved  passages  by  un« 
raveliing  their  construction,  and  by  pointing  out  the  full 
force  of  still  existing  words  which  Chaucer  has  used  in  an 
obsolete  sense,  but  which  do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  a 
glossary.  Beliefr,  uaages,  and  principles  alluded  to  in  the 
text,  which  have  now  either  wholly  disappeared,  or  which  yet 
linger  in  remote  places,  or  survive  unnoticed  in  modem  cere-  ^ 
monies  and  manners,  are  explained;  and  in  developing  their 
sources  numerous  illustrations  are  drawn  frx>m  our  old 
-metrical  romances,  ballads,  chronicles,  and  local  histories.  • 
But,  perhaps,  the  most  striking  and  neglected  feature  of  • 
Chancer*a  great  poem  is  to  be  found  in  its  frequent  allusiona 
to  the  practical  theology  and  ecclesiastical  customs  of  the 
medieval  Church  of  England.    This  part  of  the  sulyeot  haa 
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been  hitherto  entirely  paeaed  ovar,  or»  ai  beat,  only  aaper- 
ftoiallj  notieed.  Tha  dafideney  ia  to  eoma  axUnt  anpplied 
hj  iha  obaarrationa  on  aodastiatical  affairs  introduced  into 
the  notes,  supported  in  all  instadioea  hy  direct  lecnrrenea  to 
the  fbmralariea  and  booka  of  eatablished  anthorify.  The 
foatoma  of  the  mediflBval  Chnreh  haTe  been  traced*  wherever 
ft  waa  poeaible,  to  th«r  origin  in  Scriptore,  or  to  the  tm* 
ditiona  of  the  early  diudi,  and  ooeaaionalljr  compared,  for 
the  aake  of  illnatrmtion,  with  the  practioea  of  wa  own  day. 
The  nnmerona  refi»eneea  to  Seriptue  have  also  been  verified. 
Soch  aide-lighta  aa  these  thrown  in  npon  the  text  are  need* 
less  to  the  sdiolar;  bnt  they  will  be  of  some  Talne  to  the 
reader  who  now  takea  up  the  book  for  the  fiiat  time,  by 
unahling  him  the  more  easily  to  understand  the  poet's  mean* 
ing,  and  to  realiae  the  stste  of  sode<7  he  deeeribea. 

The  paramount  aim  throughout  haa  been  to  render  thia 
edition  popular  in  a  legitunato  sense.  Kor  haive  any  of  the 
jwcgecta,  or  experiments,  whidi  have  been  si^^gerted  fiom 
time  to  time  to  £aeilitato  the  oonveuienee  of  the  general 
reader,  been  overlooked.  Amongst  these,  the  modernization 
of  Chmear'a  orthography— «o  frequently  insisted  upon  aa  the 
only  meana  of  bringmg  him  within  the  eomprehcnsion  of  the 
great  bulk  of  the  reading  Hassfs  has  reodved  due  condde- 
cation.  The  earliest  attempt  of  thia  nature  waa  made  by 
Diyden,  whose  example  waa  fdlowed,  in  a  simihtf  spirit,  by 
Pbpe.  How  fiur  thdr  versiona  of  Chancer  ean  be  Mid  to 
exhibit  a  just  reflectian  of  the  original  it  ia  unnecessary  to 
inquiTB.  Th^  are,  in  fiut,  very  elaborate  paraphrases,  in 
wUeh  the  idiomatio  forma  and  odours  of  the  old  writer 
vanish  in  the  process  of  adaptation ;  and  they  bear  no  closer 
resemblance^  in  apirit  or  expression,  to  Chaoeer  than  Pope  • 
tanalation  bears  to  Homer.  The  FabU9  of  Dryden  are  t 
wdi  known  to  the  mass  of  the  public  aa  any  poema  in  tha 
language;  but  it  may  bedoubted  whetherthey  have  inereaaed 
the  deeire  for  a  more  intimate  acqudntance  with  Chaucer,  or 
contributed  to  the  extensum  of  his  fome.  On  the  contrary* 
Ibej  have  hdped  rather  to  ooatruct  hie  popularity,  by  enoon* 
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TtgiBg  the  notioii  thit  btf  imut  he  ia^erpQlfltdOi  6xpMiara|| 
and  purified  to  snii  the  modern  taste,  and  that  if  he  is  to  be 
lead  at  all,  it  must  be  through  the  medium  of  an  interpreter* 
A  atiU  more  ambitioiu  effort  to  modernize  Chancer  was 
made  in  1740,  when  the  whole  of  like  Canterhmy  Tale$ 
were,  to  nee  the  phraseology  of  the  anthors,  'turned  into 
modem  hngnage^*  and  printed  on  opposite  pages  to  the 
or^^inaL  This  was  at  least  sabmittang  the  Tentore  to  an 
honest  ordeal,  by  famishxDg  the  reader  with  the  means  of 
judging  for  hxms^  between  the  poet  and  hia  expositors; 
The  decision  of  the  reader  may  be  infirred  from  the  eUiTiOR 
into  which  the  laboon  of  theso  gentlemen  have  fallen.  Their 
finlvre,  howerer,  shodd  not  be  ezdnnvdy  Ascribed  to  the 
hopelessness  of  the  task;  bat  rather  to  their  deiicieii^ 
in  tiie  reqnintes  in^spensable  to  the  adeqnate  discharge  ^ 
the  function  they  assumed.  They  do  not  appear  to  have 
thoroughly  understood  their  author ;  they  not  only  sufieied  ft 
multitude  of  his  characteristic  touches  to  escape,  but  in  a  stall 
greater  number  of  instances  substituted  traits  of  their  own ; 
they  embroidered  his  antiquity  with  modem  tinsel;  th^ 
aometknes  even  exchanged  his  costume  for  the  last  n«w 
fashion ;  and  throwing  into  utter  confusion  the  dmmology  of 
manners,  they  transposed  the  knights  and  city  madams  of  the 
fourteenth  century  into  the  fine  gentlemen  and  ostentatious 
ladies  of  their  own  time.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow  that 
all  attempts  to  modernize  Chaucer  should  be  disfigured  by 
nmilar  deviations ;  or  that  it  is  impracticable  to  present  a  tran« 
aeript  of  lum  that  should  be  more  fiiithful  in  its  details ;  but 
the  tenq[ytatbns  to  wander  firor  the  text  are  so  irresistible, 
and  the  difficulties  in  the  way  '  achieving  a  literal  version 
are  so  insuperable,  that  we  must  not  be  surprised  to  find  that 
writers  whose  qualifications  justified  the  highest  hopes  ot  suc- 
cess should  also  have  fiuled  in  the  attempt.  The  last  experi- 
ment of  this  kind  was  made  a  few  years  ago,  when  a  small 
vdume  appeared  containing  a  selection  from  Chaucer's  poems, 
sonverted  into  modem  English  by  Wordsworth,  Leigh  Hunt, 
and  othen.    The  contributors  to  this  volume  do  not  seem  to 
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haw  proceeded  apon  any  mufixm  or  aettled  prinapk,  hak  la 
hare  acted  independentl j,  each  pmsaing  the  plan  iraggeeted 
Vjliia  own  judgment  I  the  whole»  howover,  being  governed 
by  a  general  intention  to  keep  as  dose  as  possible  to  the  text, 
^thera  waa  here  too  wide  a  diMretioa  left  open  to  indiTidnal 
taste^  the  vaiiety  it  produced  was  not  without  a  corresponding 
advantage.  It  served  to  show  the  diffisrent  latitadea  which 
oompetint  scholars,  and  acknowledged  masters  of  the  art  o£ 
waifieationy  oonaidered  themselves  justified  in  indnlging*  and 
to  what  estent  they  thought  they  might  depart  even  from  tho 
langnago  of  the  original  in  the  landable  desire  of  msking  ita 
anbstaaos  nM»re  widdy  known.  The  result  was  satisfactory 
in  this  respect^  that  it  may  be  said  to  have  finally  determined 
all  doubts  on  the  sulject  Some  of  these  versions  ai«  distin* 
gushed  by  as  mudi  fidelity  as  it  Isypeihapsy  possible  to  atbun 
in  the  transfusion  of  an  ancient  asthor  into  modern  kttgnage; 
and  are  otherwise  admiraUo  speeimana  of  skilfnl  treatment 
Bat  they  are^  neverthelees,  aa  unlike  Chaucer  aa  they  are 
unlike  each  other.  In  proportioa  aa  they  preserve  strictly 
hie  esaot  phraseology,  they  become  formal  and  cumbrous;  for 
that  which  ia  pecftetly  easy  and  natural  in  ita  antique  garb 
and  aasociationa,  acquirea  an  obsolete  and  heavy  «r  ^Hien  it 
la  transplanted  amongst  more  familiar  fisma»  When  they 
donate^  on  the  other  hand,  which  the  neceasitiee  of  structure 
and  metre  ficequenUy  render  unavoidable,  it  ia  always  at  a 
loss  of  some  subtle  trait  of  expression,  or  soma  ^^r^j^'^im'mr^ 
peculisriiy  essential  to  the  truthful  presentation  of  the  oti* 
ginaL  Between  the  new  and  the  old  styles  which,  notwith* 
standing  the  utmost  care,  thua  become  insensibly  mingledf 
the  spirit  of  Chaucer  escapes,  and  nothing  remains,  so  to 
apeak,  but  the  letter  of  his  work.  We  are  further  warned  in 
the  best  of  these  versions  of  another  danger  inseparable  from 
all  auch  experiments.  The  spedal  manner  of  the  modem 
versifier  may  be  traced  visibly  in  each.  It  would  be  uniea- 
aonaUe  to  expect  that  a  translator  who  ia  himself  a  poet 
ahould  not  sometimea  rdapee,  either  unconsciously  or  by 
design,  into  hia  own  habita  of  thought  and  modes  of  ( 
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wa;  and, Moordingly, the retderwho  thodd  taik»  opfkcM 
poems  ignorant  of  the  source  from  whence  thej  w«re  dBiiTed* 
wonld  hftye  no  difficnltj  in  detecting  the  marks  hj  which  the 
hand  of  each  translator  may  be  identified  and  distmgolshed 
from  the  rest  We  cannot  have  more  oondtiiife  examplea  of 
the  inntility  of  attempting  to  exhibit  Chancer  m  a  modem 
eostnme;  and,  whatever  otiier  means  may  be  devised  iat  the 
vemoval  of  difficnlties,  the  hope  of  rendering  him  snoosaafiilly 
into  the  kngtiage  of  our  day  must  be  abandoned* 

Since  the  pablication  of  these  pieces  no  further  efforts  haw 
been  made  in  this  way.  In  1846,  Leigh  Hunt  published 
eome  selections  from  the  poems  of  Chaucer,  with  a  running 
prose  version  to  asnst  the  reader.'  The  derign  was  inge- 
nious, and  less  obnoxious  to  a  certain  class  of  olijeotions  than 
the  metrical  form.  It  may  be  doubted,  however,  whether  the 
most  accurate  execution  of  such  a  design  would  materially 
advance  tiie  reader  in  his  knowledge  of  Chaucer.  He  would 
find  old  forms  of  expression  accommodated  to  modem  forms, 
and  if  he  wished  to  comprehend  his  author,  he  would  be 
compelled  to  weigh  their  separate  value  and  contrast  their 
force.  He  would  find  some  phrases  not  represented  at  all ; 
others  partially  resolved;  and  not  a  few  inevitably  para- 
phrased. The  massive  features  of  the  original  would  be 
gradually  firittered  away  by  the  process  of  examination  and 
comparison  in  detail  he  would  be  compelled  to  pursue;  while 
the  facility  afforded  to  him  of  summarizing  the  general 
meaning  would  produce  an  indifference  to  the  study  of  those 
minute  features  in  which  so  much  of  its  peculiar  interest 
consists.  In  a  book  of  selections,  especially  with  the  fine 
sympathies  and  critical  faculty  of  Leigh  Hunt  presiding  over 
itB  pages,  a  prose  version  running  at  the  foot  of  the  text  may  do 
something  towards  the  extension  of  a  taste  for  Chaucer:  but 
it  would  manifestly  be  out  of  place  in  an  edition  of  Chaucer's 
works,  where  everything  that  could  be  done  by  such  a  version 
ean  be  much  more  effectively  done  by  explanatory  notes. 
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Tbfl  eonclnsion  to  which  we  are  led  hj  this  review  of  tl  <^ 
means  that  have  been  hitherto  taken  to  popularize  Cimucer. 
ia  t^oty  ainoe  he  cannot  be  appreciated  in  the  language  ot 
othMTSy  he  most  be  read  in  his  own. 

Bot^  trusting  still  to  the  language  of  Chaucer,  it  h\:* 
frequentl J  been  urged  that  there  remaina  an  expedient  Iv 
which  it  eould  be  rendered  more  intelligible  to  the  general 
reader,  without  derogating  firom  ita  integrity.  This  ex]><.'- 
dient  ia  to  modernize  the  orthography— apparently  a  slm:'.. 
ptoeeedlng.  In  the  preparation  of  the  present  edition  tlii- 
suggestion  has  been  matur^y  eonatdered,  and  deliberately 
rgeeted  for  the  following  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  it  ^vas 
found  that  the  reduplication  of  consooanta,  the  employment 
of  the  final  e,  and  other  peculiarities  which  appear  to  l>y 
mere  ianoiea  of  the  scribe,  or  obsolete  usages  of  the  printer. 
are  in  &ci  grammatical  inflections  of  great  beauty  and  in;- 
portaace.  In  the  second  place,  these  peculiarities,  beisid^^ 
being  indispensable  to  grammatical  accuracy,  constitute  t..  ^ 
key  to  the  metrical  structure  of  the  Terse,  and  must  !>*• 
retained  in  innumerable  instancea  for  the  prenervation  of  t]\e 
caetre.  To  attempt  a  selection  of  those  which  it  is  indis- 
penaable  to  retain,  and  others  which  might  be  rejected  with- 
oat  hyury  to  the  metre,  would  be  attended  with  serious 
haiard;  nor  oould  such  an  experiment,  with  our  present 
knowledge  of  mediaeval  English,  be  conducted  upon  any  fixt  1 
or  ratbnal  principles.  It  would  throw  open  an  inexhauBtiLlf 
sourae  of  discussion,  and  render  the  piebald  text  utterly 
valueleaa  to  the  scholar,  without  bringing  it  a  step  nearer  t<; 
the  comprehension  of  the  general  reader,  who  would,  pn- 
jably,  be  more  perplexed  by  its  inconsistencies  than  by  v.*- 
oomparatiTely  uniform  antiquity  of  the  original.  The  labour 
of  such  an  undertaking  would  involve  the  abso||ite  nece>shv 
of  investigating,  and  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  of  reconstruct- 
ing the  grammar  and  metre  of  every  line  separately ;  and  \\ 
the  end,  presuming  this  labour  to  be  satisfactorily  accom- 
plished, the  text  would  not  be  Chaucer,  but  a  version  «  t 
Chauoer.    The  advocates  of  a  modemixed  orthography  ha  '«> 
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net  »jdBd«atly  weighed  theie  objection*,  and  ha7e»,probablj» 
ibimded  their  opiinon  of  its  pncticabiliiy  npon  the  ezainplet 
of  modemization  which  have  been  efTected  amongst  the  poets 
of  the  Tador  and  Stuart  periods.  But  it  should  be  remem> 
bered,  that  those  poeta  do  not  come  within  the  same  category 
•8  a  poet  of  the  fourteenth  century.  In  their  time  the  old 
grammatical  inflections  had  been  superaeded  by  the  modem 
eopstractiant  and  the  pecnliaritiea  of  their  spelling  in  no  wa^ 
affected  the  metre,  and  did  not  require  to  be  retained  for  any 
other  rsnaan. 

A  critic*  whose  judgment  on  such  queslions  may  be 
appealed  to  with  confidence,  was  of  opinion  thai  Chaucer's  lan- 
guage and  metre  could  be  made  easy  to  the  miUion  without 
tampering  with  its  forms.  '  I  cannot  in  the  least  allow/  he 
said,  'any  necessity  far  Chaucer's  poetry,:  especially  Tke 
CcaUef^ury  Tales,  bcinc^  oon»idercd  obsolete.  Let  a  plain 
mlft  be.  giv'en:'  for  sounding  the  final  tf  of  stables,  And  ibr 
expressing  Uie  tenninations  of  such  words  as  ooean^  naiidit, 
Ac,  as  dissyUables ;  or  let  the  syllables  to  be  sounded  in 
such  cases  be  marked  by  a  competent  metrisU  This  simple 
expedient  would,  with  a  yery  few  trifling  exceptions  where 
the  errors  are  inveterate,  enable  any  reader  to  feel  the  perfect 
smoothness  and  harmony  of  Chaucer's  verse.'^  The  first  of 
these  suggestions  fully  recognizes  the  propriety  of.  giving 
Chaucer  in  his  own  language.  The  second  proposes  a 
means  for  facilitating  the  reader's  enjoyment  of  his  metre. 
This  latter  proposal,  which  exhausts  sdl  the  schemes  that 
Lave  been  thought  of  for  popularizing  our  great  poet,  is  open 
to  some  obvious  objections. 

It  may  be  conceded  at  once  that  the  accentuation  of  the 
text  would  be  useful  to  the  reader,  if  the  terribly  complicated 
appearance  it  would  impart  to  the  verse  did  not  deter  him 
altogether  from  its  perusal— which  such  a  mass  of  syllabio 
guides  would  be  very  likely  to  do.  In  order  to  carry  out  a 
thoroughly  effective  system  of  aocents,  it  would  be  neoessazy 

A  OouamcE^— 2b5la  IM. 
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to  cmploj  two  or  three  dktiuctivo  tignti  ttad  the  vurvoM* 
able  firequeocj  of  their  recorreiice,  and  the  obligation  thna 
created  of  ioanning  the  linea,  would  so  eenublj  hiteinipt  the 
pleasure  of  the  reader,  that*  it  may  be  taken  for  granted,  a 
book  ecarred  over  by  such  sdholastio  marka  wonld  never  find 
its  waj  into  genml  droolation*  Bat  there  are  other 
objeetioiis  of  a  more  important  kind.  For  the  pnrpose  of 
testing  the  experiment  practicallj,  tlie  whole  of  Ifte  CemUr' 
hwry  TaUi  were  accented  in  the  first  instance  for  this  edition ; 
and  it  was  not  till  the  labour  had  been  completed  that  ike 
design  of  printing  them  in  that  manner  was  relinqnished. 
The  neeesrity  these  accents  imposed,  in  a  rest  nnmber 
of  instances,  of  deriding  doubtt'ul  questions  affecting  the 
resolution  of  quantities,  and  the  differences  of  opinion  they 
would  ineritably  generate  on  points  fiv  which  no  arbitnxy 
lawa  can  posribly  be  laid  down,  determined  tiieir  final 
rejection.  It  was  thought  better  to  supply  the  reader  with 
a  few  plain  rules  for  pronunriation,  which  should  embrace 
the  principal  structural  peculiarities,  leaving  him  to  apply 
j^bi"*\,  for  hiffiw^^C 

The  following  specimens  may  be  taken  m  a  sam^  of  the 
feeolts  which  mi^t  be  eaqpeoted  finom  the  adoption  of  a 
modsnund  orthography,  with  accented  syllables.  It  should 
be  obserred,  that  the  rigns  here  used  sre  those  employed  to 
mark  the  proeodial  value  of  syllables  in  Latin  and  Greek, 
and  that  they  are  introduced  merely  to  eKpresa  the  amaiogfmu 
and  not  the  idmitieal  value  in  English  versa.  Aooeula 
of  a  diibrent  kind  would  be  necessary  for  an  editioa  of 
Chaooor. 


Why  Mbeld  I  BOBffbt  at  w«l  tellt  fov  alle 
Tht  portraitare,  that  wu  upon  th«  wtlla 
Within  the  tempte  of  mightj  Man  the  reedet 
Al  peyvted  wu  the  wal  in  length  and  bcteda 
Like  to  the  cetiea  of  that  grisly  place, 
lliat  hight  the  giet  tempul  of  Man  in  Thraoiw 
la  that  oolde  and  ttmXj  reghnm 
Tlier  ai  Man  hath  his  iovereyn  waactomii 
Fent  oa  the  wal  wai  peynted  a  foreete 
la  whieh  th«r  dwelled  aeythar  man  asr  bcsK 
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With  knotty,  knifty  bareyB  tnMoli* 
Of  stabbea  scharpe  and  hSdous  to  bybc9d«i 
In  which  ther  ran  a  awymbul  in  a  tvfought 
As  it  wera  a  itonna  aebvld  b«rst  ^  every  boqglu 
Aad  downward  on  an  bil  under  a  bent, 
Tb/et  atood  the  tempul  oi  Marn  amypotent. 


irh)^  ihMd  I  n9t  la  w9U  4ai€  ylta^lU 
Thi  portriltlra  thit  wla  llpta  th«  will, 
Wlthb  thi  templo  »r  mlgfatf  Hiiv  tbi  ifBdtf  * 
An  i^UntUwIi  thSwKUIn  liMthlad'lMaitt 
Like  to  tfaSOtiVtSr  tMU  gMf^mB, 
ThIt  h%httM  giiat  tempU  Of  Min  1A  TUtoi 
£i  thit  eSlis  iBd  frOftty  rtiUbo, 
Thire  la  Uin  hith  Us  MytBgrn  aMadbm. 
]niit,Oa  thI  wiU  wSi  piintSd  1  f9i«rta, 
lb  whIOh  thire  dwCUid  nSthir  mia  nBr  biMli 
With  knotty,  kBlR7,  binin  IMSfi  Old. 
With  stObbSs  shirp  Ind  hldeOni  tO  bShOldt 
In  which  thira  ria  ft  twimbK  ta  ft  iwOngh 
Am  twire  ft  ttOnn  ihSuld  bOntV  Oveit  bOm^i 
And  dOwnwird  On  &n  hdl  ttndor  ft  bSnt, 
TbMn  ftOod  thft  tiinpl'  Of  Mirt  XnaXpOtOnt. 

Wholher  the  modernized  ▼enion  is  pfreferable  to  thtt 
Miginal  mnrt  be  left  to  the  reader's  jndgnient. 

The  CanUrUtry  Tale9  have  always  oocnped  the  firsl 
place  in  the  order  of  Chaucer's  poems ;  and  that  arrange- 
menty  which  there  is  no  sufficient  reason  for  disturbing^  has 
been  followed  in  this  edition.  There  can  be  little  doubt^ 
howeyer,  from  allusions  they  contain  to  events  that  occurred 
in  1 386,  and  to  the  Con/essio  Amantis^  written  in  I39a*3» 

I  There  AoaU,  pohaps,  be  a  final « to  Urtt;  it  was  probably  elided  by 
-  the  acribe,  as  ssmarked  by  Mr.  Wright,  in  liii  introduction,  before  *  erery.' 
{The  oorreet  reading  is  given  by  the  Ellesmere  Ma  (and  four  others)  *  As 
tboagh  a  storm  shonld  bresten  every  boogh.'— W.  W.  S.] 

*  This  ought  to  liave  been  clmnguci  into  red,  but  then  bresde  most  have 
been  changed  into  bred,  wliich  would  not  haw  expressel  the  meaning. 
This  is  another  example  of  a  dlfflcolty  which,  ty  this  time,  the  reader  wiU  •  #  t 
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tbat  in  tome  of  tihese  tales  we  have  the  last  productums  of 
Chanoer's  genius.  Mr.  Wright  ooi\jectares»  from  the  unfinished 
state  of  the  work,  and  the  Tariationa  of  the  different  MSS., 
that  they  were  not  composed  continuooalj,  hnt  in  detached 
portions,  to  he  afterwards  jomed  together.  The  original 
plan,  as  indicated  b j  the  Prologue^  was  evidently  intended  to 
indnde  the  proceedings  of  the  pilgrims  at  Canterbury  and 
their  jonmey  back  to  London,  daring  which  each  of  them 
was  to  relate  a  second  stoiy,  the  whole  winding  np  with  a 
snpper  and  an  Epilogoe.  Of  this  considerable  design 
acaiody  the  fint  half  was  aooomplished;  and  even  that  division 
was  Idft  incomplete,  connecting  links  being  wanted  in 
several  pkces.  Chancer  appears  to  hive  carried  out  his 
pupoae  eonseoutively'only  so  far  as  the  opening  of  Tke 
C00V9  TaU,  up  to  which  all  the  MSS.  correspond  in  the 
order  of  the  tales.  From  that  point  their  divergence  is  not 
more  remarkable  than  their  final  agreement,  the  tales  of  Th^ 
ManipU  and  Tkt  Ponam  in  all  instances  terminating  the 
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CP.  a.  TlM  fbrm  <e&  is  boI  Gennui.  battlit  Komisa-mMhpmeMia- 
tloiiortiMA.-a.ie.  TlMeAtoFi«neh,iiotlilE0tlMG«iBsa8«nBiali 

Afttft  (<A,  HHlike)  ii  or  oooiM  Bot  a  dBilvirtlvt  ftwi  «Mtt^  vaioa  I 
Ibr  «*04a»  (GoltL  kmadeOct). 

ThstttiBtMmyttliapeaauadifbr'ltplBMaiyoo'lirfe 
tatsiptetitton.   For  ftall  lalbriiution  on  Chsaott^  gnuani 
tlM  *Sal«ettoiii  fhim  Cluuiocr*  in  the  CUrandoD  Fnm  8«i«^i 
yraodj  and  fosoiloB  ait  «ta>  ftaUy  41»aMd.— W.  W.  aj 
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GEOFFREY  CHAUCER. 


9Jft  Csnttrbsri  Silts. 


THB  FBOLOaUl* 

TX7HAN  tbat  Aprille  with  lus  soliowres  swoote' 
*'    The  drought  of  Maxehe  bAth  peroed  to  ihe  roota^ 

1  AnttffMlMMaydtorth«llfstftwUneiortlMPh)iogiie,iBwhleb 
cxftmplei  of  moflt  of  the  pceallwrftles  of  inflodoa  and  MeentoatloD 
■UiMJM  to  in  the  introduction  occur,  will,  it  ii  hoped,  enable  the  render 
to  oongacr  any  difBonltiet  of  this  nature  that  may  present  themselrea 
in  the  rene.  The  principles  here  indicated  will  be  ibnnd  applicablo 
thfoaghoat  the  poem.  This  Is  Tyrwhltrs  plan ;  but  it  will  be  seen 
that,  as  the  text  is  different  fti>m  his,  so  also  is  the  metre.  The  maito 
of  iomg  and  alorf,  properly  applied  to  the  elassiaal  metres  only,  ara 
hen  ased  aa  being  plainer  than  an  aeeant  on  the  aeeantedqrllab]«t>» 


•  Whl&  thit  I  Aptll  I U  with  I  hSi  iehOw  I  rib  anOoto 
TM  drtagfat  I  6f  larehe  |  hiOi  pCr  |  oSd  tD  |  thVriM% 
And  bft  I  th&d  «re  |  rjP  Tfyae  |  In  swloh  |  HoOv, 
or  wfateh  I  Tfttoe  I  CngUi  |  driU  Xa  |  thS  fltar  t 
Whin  Zl  I  phj^ros  I  6ek  with  I  hb  swi  I  tS  farteth 
Bnspl  I  rUd  hftth  |  In  Cfe  |  ly  hmta  |  ind  hBeth 
ThSten  I  driSoOp  I  pes,  ind  I  tht  yOn  I  gisOBM 
Hith  fii  1  thS  Kim  I  hii  hil  I  IS  coon  I  MkBt, 
Isdsml  I  IBfflw  I  ICs ml  I  kCnml  I  Udto» 
ThiftsK  I  pen  U  I  thBmght  I  witho  I  pfeffaib 
85pi1k  I  ith  hem  I  Bitlira  I  In  hcn  I  eMI(M>- 
Thinaa  lOn  |  gSn  fiBk  1 10  gOn  |  On  pfl  |  grfmlgai,  te.* 
EOTatbefl]MltiBilirais,«0ite,Aa^ymVi,SBMtelspiOBoaead|  M 


T4  THB  CAXTBBBDBT  TAUi. 

And  bathud  ererj  Teyne  in  iwich  liconry 
Of  which.  Tertae^  engendi^d  ib  the  flour; 
Whan  Zephinis  eek  with  his  swete  breedi 
Enspirud  hath  in  every  holte  and  heeth 
The  tendre  eroppes,  and  the  jonge  lonne' 
Hath  in  the  Bam'  his  halfe  ooun  i-xoime^ 
And  amale  fowles  maken  melodie, 
That  fliepen  al  the  night  with  open  yhe^ 
'   Bo  priketh^  hem  nature  in  here  oorages:— 
Thaone  longen  folk  to  gon  on  pilgrimagos 


11  if  qntaMBi  In  Jfiw**.  MfM,  MiMrv,  bMUM  to  fheie  €M«  tt  b  M* 
loirtd  by  %  word  bcglaning  with  *  Towd,  or  wtth  tht  loiter  A.  Thli 
U  tho  ndo  of  French  poetry.  The  final  et  it  proBooneed  in  < 
Ihwte,  M  to  OcmuM.  The  Frenoh  worde  itoiir,  Mton,  eon 
•oeeated  on  the  last  syllable  of  the  root,  as  to  French.  The 
will  also  remark  the  old  forms  of  Acn  and  Acre,  for  them  and  their : 
■Bd  sl^SR,  Mohm,  the  Anf  lo-Saxon  iniesloB  of  the  infinitive  and 
l4vnm  it  also  tho  pnt  pert,  of  rmtmn,  to  nn.  aa  to 


phmU  n 
Oenna&« 


>  Ferliie  here  signifies  power.    Tho  Baantaf  !••  whan  April  has 
hathad  orwy  veto  of  the  earth  to  that  aaoistan  whieh,  hr  Its  ganial 


p  tht  vital  eMr«7  that  I 

BMT  was,  the  pore  and  sahtle  lymph 

Hirtnih  the  impereeptible  meandering  veins 

Of  leaf  and  flower  f    It  sleepoi  and  tha  kj  loedh 

Of  nnpioUie  winter  hat  impressed 

A,  oold  itagnartf  on  the  intesttoe  tide.* 

OowtBB^— Itaift.   WktktWdBkmMtm, 

*  Tht  MB  it  taid  to  he  yooag*  at  havtog  only  Jatt  tnttrtd  «pta  hit 
ftBBial  psogrsM  throogh  the  signs  of  the  Zodiat. 

s  rorJteBi,T]rTwhlttptopQass  to  rsad  JnHhseantt  to  JLpril  Iha 
tna  hat  tntsred  the  sign  of  Taorat.  The  ttady  of  astronomy  was  in* 
troduetd  toto  Earope  in  the  mbtdle  ages  by  tlw  Arabs,  fllie  rsMling  Bmm 
Is  right  Thesim,daringApra,nn  ahalf-ooanetotheBam,awiahalfo 
OoorM  to  ths  Ball,  bsoaose  Uenl4rsd  l^ins  about  tbs  mtddU  of  tbs  month. 
Chaaosr  mssas  that  It  was  past  Uia  middle  of  the  month.  It  was.  to  fiuft, 
April  tbs  x6th.  By  the  thnetba  Man  of  Lawe  told  his  tale  It  wae  April  the 
itth,ai  Chaaosr  trfiB  as.   See»Ghema.voLiLpp.  jfi-J54--W.W.8.] 

«  So  natnrs  spnia  or  eztltsi  thsm  to  thrir  pesrions  Caai^gs  msaat 
gensraUy  impnlsi^  dBBii%  at  davont  oonng^,*  ferthor  on,  toipntos  of 
dtvottoe. 
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Asd  palmers*  for  to  seeken  stvannga  i 

To  feme' halwesy  kouthe  in  sondzy  londes; 

And  specially,  £tam  eivery  schireB  ende 

Of  Engelonc^  to  Canturbaxy  they  wende^ 

The  holy  bliafnl  martir*  for  to  seeke, 

That  hem  hath  holpen  whan  that  they  were  leeke.* 


>  Bpdtfit  aiiket  tb«  distinction  betwMn  pAlmcn  nd  pOgrtiiit  t« 
eoMiil  ia  the  fanatt  nerer  eeuiiig  to  go  fnna  shrine  to  thrine,  while 
the  latter  en  onder  e  yow  only  to  perfunn  one  specified  pOgrimeeo- 
la  thie  iiuiciftil  interpretation  be  U  ibUowed  by  Sir  Walter  Seott.  It 
te  ohrioitt  that  pabmr  means  one  who  has  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
Hoijr  Land,  and  hrooght  home  a  palm-branch  as  a  token,  jost  as  the 
Dilutes  to  Saint  James  of  Gompostella  u«ed  to  bring  home  a  oockle- 
alMll.    Thnf  Chasoer  makes  the  palmers  long  to  seek  linmif,  i.  c. 


*7t 


Bpeght  and  lyrwhitt  Ibr  famB,  read-  Mfee.  The  rsading  In  the 
text  has  been  restored  by  Itr.  Wright  from  the  Harl.  H8.,  and  meani 
dhUmt^  ftvaa  >r  ftir.  Halwes,  meaning  saints,  is  still  retained  in  the 
floolHsh  Hailowrett,  the  Ere  of  All  BaUowsv  or  All  Saints.  In  the 
Lordli  Prayer,  *  Hallowed  be  thy  namer  is  the  translaUon  of  soneCi^- 
ettur  nemen  tmim.  Xouike,  known,  ihmi  tomen,  to  know,  iurTivea  in 
0Qr  meouth,  unknown,  strange. 

*  Thomas  k  Becket,  the  Chancellor  of  Henry  11.  The  King  raised 
him  to  the  see  of  Canterbury  in  the  hope  that  he  would  become  a 
willing  instrument  in  establishing  the  Norman  dynasty  and  oppressing 
the  Saxons ;  but  ilnding,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  strenuously  defended 
the  rights  of  the  church  and  of  the  conquered  and  oppresnd  people, 
he  employed  three  of  his  retainers  to  murder  him  while  he  was  saying 
nwss  in  his  cathedral.  Becket  was  soon'  afterwards  canonized,  and 
Ills  remains^  which  were  presenred  at  Canterbury,  became  an  otfiect  of 
pilgrimage.  Ld.  Macanlay  says, '  It  was  a  national  as  well  as  a  reli^ 
giotts  fteling  that  drew  great  multitudes  to  the  shrine  of  Becket,  the 
tint  Englishman  who^  since  the  Conquest,  had  been  terrible  to  the 
itanigii  tyrants.'— IRM.  Muq.,  toL  I. 

4  Who  had  helped  them  by  bis  prayers,  and  been  thus  instramcatal 
to  their  reoorery.  In  the  middle  ages  It  was  usual,  in  sickness  or 
peril,  to  TOW  a  pilgrimage  to  the  shrine  of  a  saint,  and  if  the  person 
was  restored  to  healtli  or  escaped  the  danger,  the  happy  issue  was 
•aeribed  to  the  prayers  of  the  saint,  whose  shrine  was  heaped  with 
rich  olMngi  in  acknowledgment.  Erasmus,  in  his  PengrinOtio 
reUgUmli  eryo,  alludes  to  numbers  of  arms  and  legs  hung  up  in  the 
■hrino  of  Saint  Thomas  in  gratitude  ft>r  the  cures  effected  in  these 
particular  limbs  by  his  prayers.  Similar  mem<i'iaU  may  still  be  seen 
In  churches  on  the  continent.  Saint  Louis  vowed  his  first  crusade 
cr  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem  when  he  was  so  ill  as  to  be  thought  past 
fceoreiyi  and  on  his  retiun,  when  ho  and  the  Queen  were  hi  danger 
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BjfA  that,  in  that  seflonn  on  a  dny. 
In  Sonthwerk  at  the  Tabbard*  as  I  laf, 
B6<h^  to  wenden  on  mj  pi]grimage 
To  Oantorbuij  with  f ul  devoat  coragv^ 
At  night  iras  oome  into  that  hosteirio 
Wei  nyne  and  twenty  in  a  oompanye, 
Of  aondiy  folk,  by  aventure  i-£iJle 
In  £alawBchipe,  and  pilgryms  were  thei  alle^ 
That  toward  Ouiturbury  wolden  zjdeu 
The  chambres  and  the  stables  wersn  wyd% 
And  wel  we  weren  esud'  atte  beste. 
And  aohortlyy  whan  the  sonne  was'  to  resie^ 
Bo  hadde  I  spoken  with  hem  evetyohon. 
That  I  was  of  here  felawschipe  anon. 
And  made  forward*  erly  to  aiyse, 
To  take  oure  weye  ther  as  I  yow  deTysa* 
Bnt  natheles,  whiles  I  have  tyme  and  space, 
Or  that  I  feiihere  in  this  tale  paoe^ 
Me  thinketh  it  aoordant  to  resonn. 
To  tsQe  yow  aUe  the  oondictoon 

If  ddpwreok.  Lord  d«  JoiariU*  toUf  ss  thftt  ih«  MUM  Into  Us  «Ata  IB 
grmt  diUnM,  aad  thftt  Iw  nkl  to  faer,  '  Modamo,  voir  to  bmIco  • 
pUgiliMfB  to  BF  Lot<1  Soiat  MldiolM,  U  Yamstrillt,  and  I  prondM' 
yon  that  Ctod  wlU  rartof i  n  in  «fttf  to  Itmco-^  Mmuun  V  Sabd 
LfmU.    Flutn. 

I  Aal«eT«l««oootiP0nlBtlBMpo8tb7aOblcBiMiBdMwaii,bBt 
aowQBl|rb7lMnldf,aiid  iteillod  ttacir'oooioramuiiiaorvleo.'  It 
to  Ibo  ilgB  of  an  iim  in  Soathwvk  tof  London,  within  tiio  wktoh  wao 
tlMlodgins  of  tiM  Abbot  of  Hrdo  bj  WinchMtM'/-a 

TIm  Tobud  is  now  tbo  Talbot  Inn  in  tbo  Hifli-fltreot,  Boransh. 
'^Thoaign  was  changed  in  Iff 7tf.  An  inscription  waa  afterwardi  tat  np 
to  indicate  tba  honsat  *  This  is  the  bine  where  Sir  Jeliyy  Chancer 
md  the  nine  and  twenty  pilgrims  lay  in  their  Jouniey  to  Canteibaiy, 
anno  1)83.'  Nbpartof  the  existing  Inn  is  of  the  age  of  Oiaaocr.  In 
Spcghtis  time  it  was  '  newly  repaired,  with  convenient  foons  annh 
inena8Bd,forthereeeiptofmanygQeBts.'  [The  Tabard  fain  Is  no  knew  tai 
axistencsb  bat  was  only  latsly  polled  down.— W.  W.  8.] 

•  Accommodated  in  the  belt  manner.  *  Easement*  is  otfU  and  in  law* 
•onTeyances  with  tlks  meaning  of  aooommodation. 

a  TO  re^  <A.  at  rest,  in  a  state  of  rert ;  n  pore  Angio^ODoa  ftok 
«  11^4^  agreement  beforehand. 

•  To  that  pinee  that  I  tsU  yon  oC  ssA,  CaatMbniy. 


TBM  PBOLOOUI.  77 

Of  eche  of  hem,  so  as  it  seined  me^ 
And  which  they  weren,  and  of  what  de^; 
And  eek  in  what  array  that  they  were  um'dz 
And  at  a  kniffht  than  wol  I  first  bygynne. 

A  Ehiobt^  ther  was,  and  that  a  worthy  mai 
That  from  the  tyme  that  he  first  bigan 
To  ryden  ont,  he  lovede  chyvahrre^ 
Trottthe  and  honour,  fredom  ana  cnriesie. 
Fill  worthi  was  he  in  his  lordes  werre, 
And  thereto  hadde  he  riden,  noman  ferre^' 
As  wel  in  Cristendom  as  in  hethenesse. 
And  evere  honoured  for  his  worthinesse. 
At  Alisandre*  he  was  whan  it  was  wonne^ 
Ful  ofte  tyme  he  hadde  the  bord  bygonne* 

>  In  tlM  middle  ages,  bcfontlM  ^itam  of  standing  analet  wia  lntro> 
Sliced,  the  mflitaiy  force  of  the  kfaig dom  oonalsted  of  the  barone,  who^ 
•ocordlng  to  the  feudal  tenure,  were  obliged  to  svpplj,  for  their  eovo* 
reignii  wars,  a  certain  number  of  knights,  who  were  again  obliged  to 
bring  into  the  field  a  contingent  of  inferior  men-at-armit  and  yeomen. 
In  proportion  to  the  amount  of  their  landed  property.  After  the  cam- 
paign was  over,  this  militia  returned  to  their  former  occupation ;  and  a 
soldier  by  profession  wss  obliged  to  seek  employment  and  a  lirelibood, 
hj  sen-ing  under  different  captains  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  The 
knight  is  here  said  to  hate  ridden  '  in  his  lorde's  weiie,'  that  Is,  to  hare 
served  under  his  feudal  superior,  abroad  and  at  home.  It  might  at  ilitt 
aeem  as  if  Ais  lord^t  wem  meant  the  emsade ;  but  he  is  said  to  hare 
aerred,  not  only  In  healhenesee,  but  in  Christendom.  Tynrhitt  supposes 
that  the  achievements  of  Ghanoer*s  knight  were  suggested  by  Uiose  of 
n  oontemporaiy,  *  le  noble  et  vaiHant  Chevaler,  Mathew  de  Goumey/ 
whose  epitaph  is  given  in  Leland's  Itin,  v.  ill.  p.  91,  *  qui  en  sa  vie  fo  en 
In  bataiUe  de  Benamaiyn,  et  alia  apres  k  la  si^e  d'Algezlr  sur  lea 
Sarasinea,  et  aussl  k  la  bataille  de  I'Escluse,  de  Cresny,  de  Deyngenesse. 
de  Peyteres,  de  Kaxaie,  d'Ozrey,  et  k  plusieurs  antrea  bataiiles  at 
Atseges,  en  tes  qnex  il  gagna  noblement  grant  los  et  honour.' 

*  FtfTt  Is  the  comparative  of /b-,  for — superlstive,>fcrrsiC. 

>  Alexandria,  In  Egypt,  was  won,  and  immediately  afterwards  aban- 
doned, in  1 365.  by  Pierre  de  Losignan,  King  ol  Cyprus. — T. 

4  This  knight,  being  often  among  the  knights  of  the  Dutch  order, 
called  Ordo  Teutonkus,  In  Prussia,  was,  for  his  worthiness,  placed  bf 
them  at  the  table  before  any  of  what  nation  soever. — S.  In  other  senses, 
bord  or  bourd  means  play,  often  used  for  fight  or  battle.  Thus  a  8am., 
U.  14,  Abner  says,  *  Let  the  young  men  arise  and  piay  before  uji,'  meaning 
fight ;  at  Hampton-court,  the  *  toy'  means  the  tilting-ground,  and  sword- 
play  to  a  common  expression.  The  meaning  of  the  passage  no  doubt 
to,  that  thto  knight  gcenpied  the  highest  place  at  the  table,  and  whan 
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AhoTtiBL  ftlle  naciouns  in  Pmce. 
In  Lettowe^  hadde  reyced  and  in  Rnee^ 
No  oristen  man  so  ofte  of  his  degra. 
In  Oemade  atte  riege  hadde  he  be 
Of  Algesir,*  and  ri(kn  in  Belmarie.' 
At  LiejB  was  he,  and  at  Satalie,* 
Whan  they  were  wonne ;  and  in  the  Oreete*  tee 
At  many  a  noble  arive*  hadde  he  be. 
*     At  mortal  batailles  hadde  he  ben  fitene, 
And  fonghten  for  onr  feith  at  Tramasaene 
In  lyBtes  thries,  and  ay  slayn  hia  foa 
This  iUce  worthi  knight  hadde  ben  alio 
Bomtyme  with  the  lord  of  Palatye,' 
Ageyn  another  hethene  in  Turl^e : 

tbc  MP  WMit  rooad, which  wu  don*  oeremonloMlj,  he  wm  wrttd  tmt, 
and,  th«nibra,teg«m  befim  all  oOier  natioDt.  that  U,  iiatiTM  of  the  eereral 
•Utee  of  Qenaan/,  who  oompoeed  the  Teatoaie  onier,or  who  were  flghtixif 
against  the  Infldeli  in  Pnuwia.  The  Teatonic  order,  like  the  Templan 
aad  Kalghti  of  St.  John,  was  originally  fbnnded  to  fight  agalnet  the 
Saraoeoe  In  Palestine  t  but  *  finding,'  si  Faller  remarks,  *that  by  ttaa 
ooone  of  the  cards  they  mast  riee  losers  If  tber  contiatted  the  war  la 
the  Ii6lj  land,  Hennannus  de  6altza,  then  ibarth  Orsad  Master,  catam, 
in  ia]9«  into  Prassia,  conyerted  the  half-heathen  people  of  that  coontiT, 
and  deHmded  that  frontier  of  Christendom  against  the  heathen  Tartan. 
Albert  of  Brandenburg  was  the  last  Grand  Master.  He  broke  tha 
▼ow  of  his  order,  losing  his  vinnnitie  to  keep  his  chastity,  and  married  . 
Dorothea,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Denmark.*— Fuixsa*!  IM9  War, 
book  ▼.  0.  14-  In  him  originated  Uie  royal  house  of  Bnmdcnbug,  af 
whieh  the  present  King  of  l*ni9!(ia  is  Uie  head. 

>  Lithaania  and  Russia  were  not  thorooghly  conTtrted  to  C3irle» 
tlanity  till  the  1 3th  century,  and  were  aontlnnally  at  war  with  tha 
fhmtier  coontrles  of  Chriatendom. 

*  Tha  city  of  Algezir  was  taken  from  the  Moorish  King  of  Oranada 
Id  i344. 

s  Belmarie  aad  Tremessen  were  Moorish  kingdoms  in  AiHca. 

*  liarra  de  Lusignan,  soon  after  his  aoceMiion  to  the  throne  of 
Cypms  In  1 35a«  took  Satalie,  the  andent  Attalla;  and  In  another  ex- 
pedition about  1 307t  be  made  himself  mast«  of  the  town  of  Layas,  la 
Afsali     T. 

•  Probably  the  part  of  the  Meditammeaa  which  wUhes  the  shoret  oC 
PilestSaa.  In  opposition  to  tha  small  inland  Sea  or  Lake  of  QenMsard 
and  tha  Dead  Sea. 

•  8p^  and  Tjrrwhitt  read  omit.    ilHas  mnt  tea  meaa  anival. 
I  of  troops. 

7  Palalhla  la  AaatoHAi 
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And  ereramore  he  badde  a  aovereyn  prjn 

And  ihoo^  that  he  was  worthy  he  waa  wjw^ 

Andof  hiBportasmekeasiaaniajd^  * 

He  never  yit  no  vilonye'  ne  sajde 

In  al  hia  lj£,  unto  no  maner  wight 

He  miM  a  venaj  per£ght  genfdl  knight 

Bat  for  to  telle  jou  of  hie  aiaj, 

His  hoxs  miM  good,  hut  he  ne  was  nought  f^r* 

Of  ftntfan  he  weved  a  gepoon 

Al  hymoteriBid  with  his  halwigMvinL* 

For  he  was  kte  oomen  from  his  Tiage^ 

And  wente  f<nr  to  doon  his  pilgrimage.* 

With  him  ther  was  his  sone,  a  jong  SqCTB^ 
A  lovyer,  and  a  lusty  hachelery 
With  lokkes  erulle  as  they  were  layde  in  presssu 
Of  twenty  yeer  he  was  of  age  I  gesse. 
Of  his  stature  he  was  of  evene  lengths^ 

And  wondurly  delyi^w,  and  gret  ^stmngtbe. 

■  ^w— ^   II    »■ 

>  Thongh  he  wii  uo  worthy  or  hrare  in  Um  field,  he  waa  not  the  leei 
Mge  in  eouneil. 

'*  ▲  remarkable  fUnstratioii  of  the  ksightu  eareftdneee  to  avoid  all 
■nbeooaing  worde  it  to  be  found  in  JoinviUe*!  Memoin  q^  Undt  tX^ 
Xing  of  France,  eomm/mJy  eaUetl  St.  Lxntii,  the  model  of  the  knightly 
character,  a  work  which  should  be  eontolted  by  every  jierson  who  da- 
•iree  to  nndentand  the  spirit  of  chivalry.  *  I  have  been  constantly  with 
him,*  tays  the  icneschal,  *  for  twenty-two  years,  bnt  never  in  my  life,  Ibr 
all  the  pauions  I  have  seen  him  in,  did  I  hear  him  swear,  or  blaapheme 
God,  his  holy  mother,  or  any  of  the  saints.  When  he  wished  to  aiBrm 
anything,  he  said,  *  Truly  it  is  so.'  ...  I  never  heard  him  mention  the 
word  *  devil,*  if  it  was  not  in  some  book  that  made  it  necessary ;  and 
It  is  very  di^raoeftU  to  the  princes  and  kingdom  of  Franca  to  suite 
it,  and  hear  the  name;  for  yon  will  see  that  in  any  dispute  one  wlU  not 
eay  three  words  to  another  in  abuse,  but  he  will  add,  *  Go  to  t2ia 
devil,'  or  other  bad  words.  Mow  it  is  very  shocking  thus  to  aend  maa 
or  woman  to  the  devil,  when  they  are  by  baptism  become  the  ohildrea 
of  God.  In  my  castle  of  JoinvUIe,  whoever  makes  use  of  thia  word  ia 
instantly  boibtad,  and  the  freqiuenoy  «f  bad  language  Is  ahoilshafl 


>  Tha  habeigeoa  or  haabark  «st  the  pacnliar  annoor  «f  knlshta« 
banoe  ealled  lorlcati. 

«  lie  had  but  Just  accomplished  his  voyage  home,  and  immediately 
hastened  to  perform  the  pilgrimage  he  had  vowed  for  a  safe  return, 
without  waiting  to  change  the  clothea  ha  had  worn  all  through  the 
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And  lie  liadde  ben  somtyme  in  cbiTachifl^' 
In  Flaundres,  in  Artoys,  and  iu  Picaidie^ 
And  bonx  him  wel,  as  in  so  litel  space. 
In  hope  to  stonden  in  his  lady  grace. 
Bmbrowdid'  was  h^  as  it  were  a  meda 
Al  fnl  of  freashe  floures,  white  and  reede. 
,. .   Syngynge  he  was,  or  flowtynge^  al  the  day ; 
.   He  was  as  fressh  as  is  the  moneth  of  May. 
Schort  was  his  goune,  with  sleeves  long  and  wydsi 
Wei  cowde  he  sitte  on  hors,  and  fiiire  ryde. 
He  cowde  songes  wel  make  and  endite, 
Jnstne  and  eefc  dannce,  and  wel  ptirtray  and  writa 
So  hote  he  lorede^  that  by  nightertale  '"     /  -f  /'" 
He  sleep  nomore  than  doth'a  nightjmgsla 
Cnrteys  he  was^  lowly,  and  senrysable. 
And  carf  byfom  his  fiidur  at  the  table.' 

A  YsKAH*  had  he,  and  snrantes  nomoo 
At  that  tyme,  for  him  lust  ryde  soo ; 
And  he  was  dad  in  coote  and  hood  of  grena 
A  shaf  of  poook  arwei^  bright  and  kene 


>  TIm  Mpdnliad  been  permitted  to  ridt  in  itteBdiiiMvpoBmkiil^. 
ia  liiort  mflifiy  expedittone.  pfepenttoty  to  beiaf  Mmeelf  ertnrfttert  to. 
the  order  of  knighthood. 

*  Literall/  em&roicfered,  from  the  FMieh,  broderj  Speght  aider* 
eteadi  It  to  meen  freckled  i  batitieementhertoeigiiify  aeomplezioii 
of  mingled  white  and  red. 

>  The  deecrlptlona  of  the  knight  end  eqidreerelntereetiagcsifflplee 
of  the  beam  idkU  of  the  chiTalroos  ehineter  i  ite  purltjr  of  morala  end 
refirenee  Ibr  women ;  its  tore  of  manl/  exerdsee,  and,  it  the  eame 
time,  of  liberml  aoeomplishmenti,  and  Ite  cnltiTation  of  that  epirit  of 
eelf-reepeet  eomUned  with  hvmilitjr,  which  frelf  no  degradation  in 
giring  honour  to  whom  honour  if  doe. 

*  Tjrrwhitt  notieee  the  mistake  of  the  printed  eoplee  In  oalltaig  thie 
charaeter  *  the  eqnize'e  yeoman ;'  wfaereaa  the  pronoun  Ae  mvst  reftrto 
the  knight  leoman  is  oognate  with  the  Frieilo  feiiMm,a  Tillager,  the 
eyUable  ga  being  eqaivalent  to  A.-S.  ^,  modem  German  pa%  a  tract  of 
land.  The  title  wae  given  to  pemna  in  a  middling  rank  of  lift  not  in 
eerrioe.  So  the  mlUer,  in  the  HeeveU  Tadg,  is  careftd  *  to  seven  his  estaal 
and  jomanryeL*  The  knight  probably  rode  on  hie  pilgrimage  with  only  one 
attendant!  from  humility.    In  Gamdifn,  the  word  ywitftmam  Is  used  fiir 


•  Arrowt  were  omaUy  ftatbered  flEom  the  wing  of  the 
the  ballad  of  CSeef  CAose- 
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Under  hu  bdte  he  bar  foil  thriftily; 
Wei  oowde  he  dreese  his  takel  yonuuilj; 
His  arwes  drowpad  nought  with  fetheree  low& 
And  in  hie  hond  he  bar  a  mighty  bowe. 
A  not-heed^  hadde  he  with  a  broon  Tiflageii 
Of  woode-craft  oowde  he  wel  al  the  naagai 
Upon  hia  arme  he  bar  a  gay  braoer. 
And  by  his  side  a  swerd  azul  a  bokelflr^ 
And  on  that  other  side  a  gay  daggered 
Hasneysed  wel,  and  soharp  as  pqynt  of  ^stv; 
A  Crirtofi:^'  on  his  brest  of  silrer  sobentw 
An  horn  he  bar,  the  bawdrik  was  of  graoM; 
A  forster  was  he  sothely,  as  I  gesae. 

Ther  was  slso  a  Norms,  a  Pwoiiissir^ 
That  of  hire  smylyng  was  fai  sample  and  ooy; 
Hire  grettest  ooth  nas  bat  by  seynt  Loy  ;* 
And  sehe  was  dept  madame  Englentynsii 
Ful  wel  sche  sang  the  servise  deryn^ 

'The  dynt  jt  wubath  Md  and  mmt* 
Thtt  he  of  MonfOQbeny  tcto  i 
TIm  ■wmne-fethan,  that  his  urxnrt  bar, 
with  hii  hmrt  blood  the  wear  weta.' 

Paaeook^  featben  were  aometimea  vaed  on  ooeaaiona  of  show  Ibr  their 
greater  beaatf .  That  la  the  Xyfatt  GttU  nf  Rdb^n  Modt,  pnbli^hvd 
in  Rttaonii  eotleetion.  Sir  Rldtard  at  tba  Laa  laada  tba  ootlaw  a  i*r9- 
aaot  of  a  hnndred  abearaa  ot  airowa  :— 

*  And  everf  arrow  an  elle  leoga. 

With  pecocka  weU  ydigbt'— ^Vtt»  tl.  aodk 

It  waa  a  aign  of  the  yeomaii*!  oarefhlness  in  bia  bsrini  that  tli«/ 
atoak  out  fhaa  the  ehaft  iaitead  of  drooping. 

*  Tyrwhitt  and  Mr.  Wright  understand  by  thie  aTprawInn  *  a  head 
Uka  a  nut ;'  but  there  it  a  Saxon  yerb  *  to  notte.'  meaning  to  poll  or 
elip.  aa  la  noticed  bj  Dr.  Maitland  in  hi«  Eioayt  <m  the  M^ormaiknu 
The  OKpreasioa '  nut-headed  knave'  occurs  in  Shakeapeara't  JEfenry  FIIL 
The  hair  waa  worn  long  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.,  lee  Chaaoer'a 
Wbnktto  Adam,  Ms  owne  ttrtvener;  but  mob  a  fashion  would  ba  Inoon- 
vanient  to  one  engaged  in  wood-craft. 

<  This  laint  la  represented  as  an  old  man  of  gr^at  stature,  eairyiriip 
Christ,  in  the  form  of  a  little  child,  upon  his  back  orer  a  river.  Hi4 
legend,  in  tho  Ltgenda  Aurta^  if  taken  as  an  allegory,  is  not  wiUK^ut 
aarit,  and  accounts  for  the  rererttncc  shown  him  by  tba  lower  orders. 

*  TyrwhHt  and  Ur.  'VT^Ight  suppose  this  to  be  a  oontraetloB  of 
Xl«y,  or  Eligiaa«  bstin  thaFnnob  translation  of  tba  Ltgti^dm  Autsa^ 

T0L.I.  O 
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Entnned  in  liire  nose^  fol  semylj; 

And  Frensch  ache  spak  ful  fiiire  and  fetjdf, 

Aftar  the  soole  of  Stratford  atte  Bowc,^ 

For  Frenach  of  Parys  was  to  hire  unknowe. 

At  mete  wel  i-taught  was  sche  withalle; 

Sche  leet  no  morsel  from  hire  lippes  fallen 

Ne  wette  hire  fyngres  in  hire  sauoe  deepe. 

Wel  cowde  sche  carie  a  morsel,  and  wel  keeper 

That  no  drope  fil  uppon  hire  brest 

In  cortesie  was  sett  al  hire  lest 

Hire  overlippe  wypnd  sche  so  olene^ 

That  in  hire  oappe  was  no  ferthing  sene 

Of  grees,  whan  sche  dronken  hadde  hire  dranghti 

Fol  semely  aftur  hire  mete  sche  ranght* 

And  sikurly  sche  was  of  gret  disporti 

And  fill  plesant,  and  amyable  of  port» 

And  peyned  hiro  to  cminterfete  eheere 

Of  court,  and  ben  estatlich  of  manere, 

And  to  ben  holden  digne  of  reverenoe. 

Bat  for  to  speken  of  hire  conscience^ 

Sche  was  so  charitable  and  so  pitous, 

Sche  wolde  weepe  if  that  sche  sawe  a  moos 

bf  Jchaa  6»  TlgDaj,  pabUilMd  in  i54).  the  ntaam  of  St.  Lonif  to  that 
■IMlt.  Iiith«A9oJk<^iroiiiafa>,pablialMdiath«nigiiof  QownEUss. 
beth,  tiM  nsine  again  oeenn  in  the  nme  fonn.  *•  God  and  St.  Loy 
save  thee.'  It  ia  quite  in  sharacter,  for  the  prionai,  ao  prond  of  hef 
Delete  French,  and  who*  peyned  hire  to  coiintcrftte  eheere  of  oonrt,*  to 
•wear  hj.  *  St.  Loy  loi  de  France.* 

1  Qpeffhi  read!  voioe,  which  girea  a  better  i«ae:  Ibr  tn  ains  tiM 
eiFrini  iliifine  through  the  note  would  be  anything  bnt  leemly. 

s  It  la  highly  ehameteristio  of  the  innocent  aifeoutlon  of  court 
numners  and  real  ignorance  of  the  waya  of  the  world  which  pcnrade 
the  whole  of  the  rimple  Prioren*i  character,  that  the  ehould  apeak  the 
French  of  the  *  aoole  of  Stratford  atte  Bowe,'  meaning  each  French  aa 
waa  oaed  by  the  common  people  at  Stratford.  *  Scole'  here  haa  the 
eame  Ibroe  aa  in  its  more  tttlct  application  to  a  particular  atyle  in  art 
—the  Venetian  ichool  for  example.  The  expnnloa  oooure  again  la 
the  jMftflT^  fhU,  where  Abeoton  ia  taid  to  dance  after  the  aeole  «f 
Oxenibrd, «.  e.,  the  style  that  waa  fhahionable  at  Oxford.  Equally  cha* 
raeteristie  is  the  FHoreira  predaion  in  practising  sneh  rulea  of  good 
manners  as  could  be  learned  from  the  books  of  those  times.  Tyrwhitt 
quotes  a  paasage  from  the  Bomam  ds  Is  Ams,  which  Inyi  down  nlsn 
for  pfQper  behnrioor  at  table  nlmoBt  In  ths  SM 


ram  noLOcnnt  8S 

Oraghi  in  a  trappe,  if  it  were  deed  or  bladda 
Of  smale  hotindeB  hadde  oohe,  that  aohe  fedde 
WiUi  rostud  fleissh  and  mylk  and  wastel  breed. 
But  tore  wepte  ache  if  oon  of  hem  were  deed, 
Or  if  men  smot'  it  with  a  yerde  smerte: 
And  al  was  conscience  and  tendre  herte. 
Fql  semely  hire  wymple  i-pynohed  was; 
Hire  nose  straight;  lure  eyen  grey  as  ^as; 
Hixe  mouth  fol  snud,  and  therto  softs  and  read; 
But  siknrly  sche  hadde  a  fiur  forhesd. 
It  was  almost  a  spanne  brood,  I  trowe; 
For  hardily  sche  was  not  undnrgrowa 
Ful  fetys  wss  hire  cloke,  as  I  was  waar. 
Of  smal  coral  abonte  hire  arme  sche  bssr 
A  peire  of  bedes  gandid  si  with  grene/ 
Aiui  theron  heng  a  broch*  of  gold  ful  schene, 


*  Ut.  Wright  obsenrcs  th«t  *  tho  word  men  appesn  here  eoDitnie4 
with  a  singular  Turb,  as  though  it  liad  been  num  (on  frappa)/  The  verb,  to 
sgrae  with  men,  ouglit  regularly  to  be  mote.  But  to  tlJ«  place  may,  per- 
hapev  apply  the  role  given  in  hia  Taluable  introduction,  where  he  layi, '  It 
waa  a  eonetant  rule  to  elide  the  final  t  in  prononciation,  when  it  pre- 
ceded a  word  beginning  with  a  vowel  or  with  the  letter  A.'  And  he 
adds,  *  This  «rae  the  aonrce  of  fV^quent  erron  to  the  scribet,  who 
•nitted  aometimet  to  write  the  letter  which  they  did  not  prononnee.' 
[Mr.  Wright's  note  is  otMToet ;  for  wlien  men  is  nssd  in  the  sense  of  O.  subm,  or 
V.  on,  it  tahes  a  sing.  vcrU    'Hie  right  reading  is  tmot  or  moot.— W.  W.  &j 

s  IMs  Bsaant  originally  a  psmyer,  aa  in  Hidmmam  y  but  ik«m  tiM  mw- 
torn  of  oounting  prayers  upon  a  string  of  grains,  it  came  at  last  to  be 
applied  to  the  grains  themselves.  The  collection  of  prayers  thns 
ooonted,  and  calUid  ro$arie8,  are  divided  aoeonling  to  their  satilectii,  and 
the  divisions  are  marked  by  beads  of  a  different  shape  or  eolour; 
these  were  called  ^lodays,  meaning  trifling  omai&ents,  and  in  this 
case  were  enamtilled  with  green.  Fleiiry  states  that  tliis  kind  of  devo- 
tkm  was  first  introdneed  to  enable  tlie  unlearned  lay-brothess.  or  str* 
vants  in  the  monasteries,  to  count  the  paternosters  which  they  were 
bound  to  redte  at  the  canonical  hours,  instead  of  repeating  the  Flsalms 
•ad  lessons  from  Scripture  in  Latin  like  the  learned  monks. 

s  lYoperly  a  pin,  from  bncke,  a  tpU,  but  applied  generally  to  ally 
fewel.  The  crownod  A  appears,  in  aooordanoe  with  the  motto,  to 
denote  the  sovereign  virtue  of  charity,  or  Amor.  Warton  says  that 
this  motto  and  device  are  Incnnriiitent  with  the  prioress's  profession : 
bat  love  or  charity  is  represented  is  Scripture  at  the  greatest  of 
Chriatiaasnoea. 

o  a 
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On  which  was  firrt  i-writen  a  crowned  A« 
And  after  that,  Amor  vineU  omnia, 

fi      Anothur  NomrE  also  with  hire  hadde  sche» 
^       That  was  hire  chapelleyn,^  and  Prestes  thra 

^.v  A  Move  ther  was,  a  £ur  for  the  nuustrie^* 

An  out-iydere,  that  loTed  Tenerye ; ' 
A  manly  man,  to  ben  an  abbot  able. 
FcQl  many  a  deynte  hors  hadde  he  in  stable: 
And  whan  he  rood,  men  might  his  brideP  hears 
Gyngle  in  a  whistlyng  wynd  so  cleere, 
Ajid  eek  as  lowde  as  doth  the  chapel  belle. 
Ther  as  this  lord  was  keper  of  the  seller' 


1  lynHiItt  jiruHwiM  not  to  be  ftbis  to  eoiUMtnt  tii*  dirties  of  • 
ItaiAle  ehaplain ;  tliej  maj  be  inferred,  boweyer,  fton^  the  desire  tb«t 
•xlsted  to  ueimUate  the  offices  in  religious  bouses  of  women  to  tboee  in 
the  monasteries  of  men,  and  the  duties  of  a  ehaplatn  to  tho  priore« 
maj  have  oonsisted  In  attending  xeneroUy  npon  her  in  ohapeL 

<  ▲  French  phrase,  applying  to  one  who  bid  fair  to  exoel  all  others, 
lyrwhltt  quotes  some  passages  fh)ra  old  books  on  modieine,  where  a 
remedf  is  said  to  be  'tone /nir  la  maktHz:  that  is,a  aowrs^  remedy. 

•  Hunting.— The  canon  law  strictly  forbids  clergymen  to  hunt,  bat 
It  WM  often  Infringed  in  the  middle  ages;  one  of  the  oflBMioes  moet 
•erer^  lashed  by  WlckUffe.  ^  ^ 

«  The  OQStom  of  hanging  small  bcUs  on  the  bridloi  ami  hamem  of 
bones  Is  sdll  obserred  on  the  continent  for  the  porposo  of  giting  notloo 
to  fbot  passengers  to  get  out  of  the  way ;  but  It  was,  no  donbt,  often 
used  fbr  ostentation.  So  WickUfTe  inveighs  against  the  olergy  in  his 
TrtoLog^  tor  their  'fUr  hors,  and  jolly  and  gay  sadelee,  and  bridlee 
Hngkig  by  the  way.*— Lewis's  Wkkiijft,  p.  lai.  ^  ^  «^ 

Lydgate,  who  was  a  monk  of  the  Benedictine  Abbey  of  St.  SdmnBd*s 
Bury,  aa  a  set-off  against  this  description  of  a  Inxurions  monk,  la  his 
imitalion  of  the  OmtKr^fmy  ^^a'^'  ^o>  describes  himsalfi^ 
On  a  palfray.  slender,  long  and  lane. 
With  nis^  bridle  made  not  for  the  sale, 
]fy  man  tofiime  with  a  told  male. 

Ttee  boil  «lim«ddroiBSS  him:— 

danPers, 
Dan  Domfaiike,  dan  <3odft«y.  or  Clement* 
Te  be  welcome  newly  into  Kent, 
Thosh  yoor  bridel  haT*  nother  boos  ne  beO. 

•  •  •  • 

Upon  yoor  head  a  wonder  thredbare  hood. 
i  b  the  oell,  or  religioos  house,  where  this  lord  or  nook  wm 
ennerlor.  a  milder  discipline  was  observed.    As  fbr  the  raleo  of  St. 
SStfUdat  Benet.heleithempassb/OMy,itUl«edla8ooClttd) 
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The  reole  of  seynt  Maure  or  of  seiBt  B«iiejt»* 

Bjoaiue  that  it  was  old  and  somdel  ttr^yt^ 

This  ilke  monk  leet  forbj  hem  pace, 

And  helde  afkur  the  newe  world  the  space. 

He  gaf  nat  of  that  text  a  pulled  hen, 

That  seith,  that  hunters  been  noon  holj  men ; 

Ne  that  a  monk,  whan  he  is  cloysterles^ 

Is  likned  to  a  fissohe  that  is  watirles;* 

This  is  to  Be3my  a  monk  out  of  his  dojstre. 

Bat  thilke  text  hild  he  not  worth  an  oyvtra. 

And  I  seide  his  opinionn  was  good. 

What  sehulde  he  studie,  and  moke  himselyeii  wood, 

Uppon  a  book  in  doystre  alway  to  powre^ 

Or  swynke  with  his  handes,  and  labours,* 

As  AnstTiL  byt?    How  schal  the  world  be  serredf 

Lat  Aust^  haye  his  swynk  to  him  reserved. 


I  tbfj  wen  old  Mid  striet,  and  resolved  to  liold  Ui  i 
the  fadiloiworthe  dew  world.  For  ybray  kem^  wUdi  ooeun  threo  UaM 
alter,  Mr.  Wright  substitutes  olde  tkinget,  tnm  TTrwhitt 

I  Tho  nle  of  St.  Benedict,  contracted  Benet,  was  written  about 
AJ>.  530,  and  was  the  orlKinal,  bj  which  almost  aU  the  monastle  otdsn 
In  the  west  regulated  their  observances. 

*  The  meaning  of  the  word  ejmee  is  not  obvloas.  lyrwhltt  reads 
Iraw,  and  SpeghtiNiee,  both  Implying  footsteps.  This  monk  followed 
in  the  ibotsteps  of  the  new  world. 

*  l^rwhitt  cites  the  text  attributed  by  Gratlaa  to  a  Pope  Eugenius, 
Shut  pitcU  Hne  aqua  oarH  vita,  ita  sin$  manatieHo  monachui.  Thus 
JotnTille  says,  '  the  Seriptnros  do  say  that  a  monk  cannot  Uto  oot  of 
his  cloister  without  falling  into  deadly  sins,  any  more  than  a  fish  can 
Ure  out  of  water  witliont  dying,  llio  reason  is  plain ;  for  the  reUgioos 
who  foUow  the  king^s  court,  eat  and  drink  many  meals  and  wines 
which  they  would  not  do  were  they  resident  in  their  cloisters:  and  this 
luxurious  living  Induces  them  more  to  sin  than  if  they  lived  the  anstare 
lift  of  a  oonvent' 

*  Peter  the  Venerable  thus  answers  St.  Bernard's  complaints  of  tho 
disuse  cft  manual  labour  by  the  licnedictine  monks.  *  The  rule  [of  St. 
BcBedict}-ordalns  it  [manual  labour]  only  to  avoid  idleness,  which  we 
•ivcid  by  spending  our  time  in  holy  exercises,  prayer,  reading,  psalmody.' 
'  As  if,'  adds  Fleuiy,  *  St.  Benedict  had  not  given  enough  time  to  thesa 
baly  osereises,  and  had  not  had  good  reasons  for  requiring,  ftesAiss, 
seMA  whole  hours  of  labour.'  St  Auguetin  follo^-ed  St.  Eusebias  of 
Vereelll,  In  making  his  cathedral  clergy  live  according  to  a  rate  siallaf 
le  that  of  tha  monks,  so  fitf  as  their  duties  woold  permit. 
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Therfore  he  was  a  pncaaour  aright; 
Oreyhoondes  he  hadde  as  swifte  as  fowel  in  flif^t j 
Of  prikyng  and  of  hnntyng  for  the  hare 
Was  al  his  lust,  for  no  cost  wolde  he  qMuna. 
I  aaugh  his  Qleyes  pnrfiled  atte  hond 
*  With  grys,^  and  that  the  fynest  of  a  iond 
And  for  to  festne  his  hood  nndnr  his  chyn 
He  hadde  of  gold  7- wrought  a  carious  pyn: 
A  iove-knotte'  in  the  gretter  ende  ther  waa 
His  heed  was  ballid,  and  schon  as  eny  glaa. 
And  eek  his  hce  as  he  hadde  be  anoynt. 
He  was  a  lord  iul  &t  and  in  good  poynt|^ 
His  eyen  steep,  and  rollyng  in  his  heed, 
That  stemed  as  a  forneys  of  a  leed; 
His  bootes  aoaple,*  his  hots  in  gret  esU*» 
Now  oerteinly  he  was  a  fair  prelat; 
He  waa  not  poie  as  a  for^jyned  goost 
A  &t  swan  lored  he  best  of  eny  roost 
^    ^  His  palfray  was  as  btonn  as  eny  bexye. 
'/0f     A  Fbebs  ther  wafl»  a  wantonn  and  a  merye^ 
^       A  lymytoor/  a  ful  solempne  man. 

In  alle  the  ordies  fooreHs  noon  that  can 


I  FrobaUf  fhe  far  oftht  gnj  iqalinU  in  Tnoth  pttU  prit,  la  flt 
PitiUk^  Catliedna  in  Dnblfn  thov  ti*bnw  of  a  emm,  wtth  tippet 
trimiiMd  wltli  ftar.  A  ranmaiit  of  tbls  mttom  is  smo  in  tht  Au  boodi 
of  btchaion  in  our  UniTianttiM. 

*  SMaRle,p.83,noU3. 

*  A  litaral  traniUtion  of  tl»  F^nch  —ftwyoArf, 

*  TUt  it  part  of  the  denrlptioa  of  a  mart  aUiolbj  an  aaonyaoat 
irxttor  of  the  tliirteenth  oentorj,  *  Ocreas  habebat  in  erariboi,  qaa4 
Innate  onont,  fine  pUeS  ponectaa.'— >Bod.  MSn  Jtmm,  Iff.  6,  p.  lat. 
— T. 

*  A  lymiUmr  waaa  friar,  totriMiin  had  beoi  aalgnad  a  oortain 
iiitiiot  or  UiBit,  wittiin  wbicli  ha  woa  pennitted  to  loUoit  ahnt. 

*  The  ibor  orden  of  mendicant  fiian  were— 1.  The  Dominioaaa,  or 
IHan  preachers,  who  took  ap  their  abode  in  Oxford  in  laai,  known 
fromthacoloarof  their  dreM  as  the  Black  fiiais.  a.  The  Franciscans, 
fiNinded  bj  St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  in  iao7«  and  known  by  tht  name  ol 
Qnif  friafs.  These  SrstestahUshed  houses  in  fini^andin  iaa4.  3. The 
CarmellteSt  or  White  friars,  so  called  fiom  their  haTing  flist  appeared 
on  Uoont  CarmeL    4.  The  Aofustin  friars.    On  their  ilrsi  establish* 

•  the  poreity  the  leaning,  and  the  indastiy  in  prsasUng  of  Um 
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80  moche  of  daliwinoe  and  fidr  kngpga 
He  hadde  i-made  many  a  Jair  mariagiB 
Of  yoage  wjmmen,  at  his  owne  ooejt 
TJnto  Us  ordre  he  waa  a  noble  poet^ 
Fol  wel  biloved  and  fBtmulier  was  he 
With  frankeleyns  over  al  in  his  cuntre^ 
And  eek  with  wortlii  wommen  of  the 
For  he  hadde  power  of  confessionn. 
As  aeyde  himself,  more  than  a  oma;^ 
For  of  his  ordre  he  was  lioandat.' 
Fill  sweetly  herde  be  oonfenionn. 
And  plesaant  was  Ids  absolncionn; 
He  was  an  esy  man  to  geve  penanee 
Ther  as  he  wiste  to  han  a  good  pitanoe; 
For  nnto  a  povre  ordre  for  to  geve 
Is  signe  that  a  man  is  wel  i-schreve. 

fllUB.  prewnted  a  Avoarable  eontnft  to  th«  Inxury  of  tlM  monkt,  tad 
th^  were,  therefore,  at  first  popolAr ;  but  the  wealt!i  which  had  flowed 
ia  Bpoa  them  in  the  days  of  their  sea>,  had,  in  the  time  of  Chaucer, 
began  to  do  its  work.  The  fi>)lowia(r  description  of  a  ftiar  of  th« 
thirteenth  oentory  may  be  ukcn  as  the  other  side  of  Chancer's  picton. 
«  While  we  were  at  Ilicres,  we  heard  of  a  veiy  good  man,  a  Cordelier 
ftiar,  who  went  about  the  country  preaeldng ;  his  name  was  Father 
Hugh.  The  king  b«ing  desirous  of  hearing  and  seeing  him,  we  went 
out  to  meet  him,  and  saw  a  great  company  of  men  and  women  following 
him  on  foot.  On  his  arrival  in  the  town,  the  king  directed  him  to 
preach,  and  his  first  serroon  was  against  the  clergy,  whom  he  blamed 
for  being  in  such  numbers  with  the  king,  saying  they  were  not  in  a 
situation  to  save  their  souis,  or  that  the  Scriptures  lied.  He  ailerwards 
addressed  the  king,  and  pointed  ont  to  him  that  if  he  wished  to  Uve 
beloved  and  in  peace  with  his  people,  he  must  bejnst  and  upright.  Be 
f  aid  he  had  carefully  perused  the  Bible  and  other  holy  boolcs,  and  had 
always  found  that  among  princes,  whether  infidel  or  Christian,  no 
kingdoms  had  ever  been  excited  to  war  against  their  lords,  but  through 
want  of  proper  justice  being  done  to  the  sut^lect* — ifemotrs  qf  SL 
Loitk. 

I  Fod  meaas  pillar  or  support ;  an  tgpreesloa  probably  taken  fhmt 
GaL  iL  9,  where  St.  l*aul  ealls  Peter,  and  James,  and  John  •  pUIanr  of 
t&eehareh. 

:  In  the  penitential  system  of  the  mediaral  church,  there  were 
eome  oases  far  which  a  parish  priest  oould  not  give  absolution,  and 
which  were  reserved  for  the  bishop's  decision.  The  Popes,  however, 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  granting  to  some  orders  the  privilege  of 
deciding  all  eases  and  absolving  from  all  sins,  without  any  refereuoe 
eo  tht  hiihopiu    This  was  of  course  a  frailAil  soorce  of  Jealoaqr* 
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For  if  he  gsl,  he  derate  make  aTaoni^ 

He  wiste  that  a  man  was  repentaunt. 

For  many  a  man  so  hard  is  of  his  herte^ 

He  may  not  wepe  though  him  sore  snuarie, 

Therfbre  in  stede  of  wepyng  and  prayera^ 

Men  mooten  giren  silver  to  the  pore  frexm 

His  typet^  was  ay  forsud  fill  of  knyfta 

And  pynnes,  for  to  give  £ure  wyfe^ 

And  certayn  he  hadde  a  mery  noote. 

WeL  oouthe  he  synge  and  pleye  on  a  rote 

Of  yeddynges'  he  har  nttorly  the  pry& 

His  nekke  whit  was  as  the  floar-de-ly& 

Therto  he  strong  was  as  a  championn. 

He  knew  wd  the  tavemes  in  every  toon,   . 

And  every  ostiller  or  gay  topstexe^     iV  r*  ^'  *-tf^<^- 

Bet  than  a  laser,  or  a  b^^ger^  £7^ft^J^'* 

For  nnto  sooh  a  worthi  man  as  h« 
f  Aoorded  not,  as  by  his  &calt^, 

'  To  have  with  sike  lazan  aqueyntaonoa 

It  is  not  honest)*  it  may  cot  avannce^ 
^        For  to  delen  with  such  p'mule, 

But  al  with  riohe  and  sell^n  of  vitaille^ 

And  over  al,  ther  eny  profyt  scholde  ariss^ 

Curteys  he  was,  and  lowe  of  servyse. 

Ther  was  no  man  nowher  so  vertuoua 

He  was  the  bests  begger  in  al  lus  hooi^ 

For  though  a  widewe  hadde  but  oo  adhoo^ 

So  plesaunt  was  his /n/irindjpu^^ 


•  7)fp§it  hood,  cvenlU,  or  eowL    Thmt  wen  vary  lsts«<  sad  td- 
■rftted  of  being  med  ■•  a  pocket, 
a  S|KShl_glvee  tiM  elioioe  of  three  aaeaalngi  tar  thii  worl  .  i, 
w  /^     tooliim  r  *'  gadding  up  and  down  i  3.  loud  lingiag.     The  !«■(  Ht 
^           ttrttiieWy  tbft  traa  meaning,  trom  the  Saxoa  jMcttnir  or  peddtan,  to 
iajy>— Ae  Trtamm  in  ioeo. 
»  Hcntii  is  oaed  here  In  the  lenie  of  the  Freach  iewiifB,  beeomf ng. 
^  ;       ^  Tttf  ^mhrffl  It  ths  fnri  nf  the  laee  diffooU  tho-priert  to  Tead  the 
/X/    heflnning  of  the  Go^  of  St.  John.    UprtM^tndi 
MiBtakl 


^    '      ^CC**  Vr*«-^     k-^i^^^L     i'^.^ljr-         ^^^^^i^t^' 

^  £  44.4M      •*  *  ^   *  *  ./L^     .\  /«^«w^     .  '      .  ^ 
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T«i  wolde  Iia  have  a  ferthing  or  ha  weiitii 

Hia  pnrchaoe  was  bettnr  than  hia  rente.^  »      ^    > 

And  ngid  he  oouthe  and  pleje  aa  a  whelpe,    (:  - ;  ^-  '    '''  ] 

In  love-days'  ther  conthe  he  mochil  helpe. 

For  ther  was  he  not  like  a  cloysterer, 

With  a  ihredbare  cope"  aa  a  pore  soote, 

Bat  he  was  like  a  maister  or  a  popOi 

Of  double  worstede  was  his  semy-Kwpey 

Thai  rounded  vas  as  a  belle  out  of  pressa.  x 

Somwhat  he  lipsede,  for  wantounesse, 

To  make  his  T&glissch  swete  upon  his  tonga; 

And  in  his  harpyng,  whan  that  he  hadda  songi^ 

His  eyghen  twynkeled  in  lus  heed  sri|^t^ 

Aa  don  the  stenres  in  the  frosfy  nijdxt 

This  worthi  lymytour  was  sailed  Huberd. 

A  Mabchauvt  was  ther  with  a  forked  bar4^ 
In  motteleye,  and  high  on  horse  he  sat^ 
XJppon  his  heed  a  Flaondrisch  haver  hat; 
His  botos  dapsud  faire  and  fetonslj. 
His  resons  he  spak  ful  solempnelyy 
Sownynge  alwaj  the  encres  of  his  wynnynf^ 
He  wolde  the  see  were  kepud  for  enj  thinga 


1  ▲  preT«iWal  expnMioB,  meanlns,  apparcstlf  «  that  \m  ww  m 
•hrewd  in  trading,  that  liis  proflta  bj  buying  and  lelllng  wara  graatar 
than  hia  rent. 

*  AibHiiMiuBtai  Dw  A  daj  ai»i>ointad  fat  the  amieabia  aettlamcnt 
ofdifrerenoaa.  Braclon,lib.T.fol.3tf9.— T.  Both  In  tha  arbitration,  and 
in  tba  faast  wbieh  followed,  aoeording  to  the  English  cnstom  in  all  nieh 
bnsincsa,  the  ftlar  did  good  scrrlce.  At  these  meetingi  for  the  pnrpoM 
of  reooaeiltng  neighbours,  the  clergy  might  ba  very  properly  preaanti 
bat  the  aatizista  of  those  days  seem  to  have  generally  laid  It  to  thalr 
alMiga  aa  a  eiinia.     Thus,  In  the  fTsten  </i'feres  i*igiwiian»- 

*  And  now  la  religion  a  ridara,  a  roaaar  U  atraaHa. 
A  iedar  ^love-<ftrfyet;  fto. . 

*  Aoopa  is  a  long  cloak,  forming  a  perftet  aamlaiicla  wbaa  laid  Sat* 
formarly  need  in  prooessions«  and  still  worn  by  tha  Ushopa  «taofona- 
tiona.    The  semi-oopa  was  a  short  cloak  or  cape. 

*  A  Auhion  common  in  tha  middle  agea,  as  may  ba  aaan  te  taratwi^ 
aad  in  many  of  thaportraiU  In  Lodge. 
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Beiwixe  Middulbnrgh  and  Oreirelle.^ 
W«l  couthe  he  in  eschange  scheeldes  seller* 
This  worihi  mazL  ful  wel  hia  witte  bisette; 
Ther  wiste  no  man  that  he  was  in  dette, 
80  estatelf  was  he  of  goveraaunce, 
With  hiB  bargayns,  and  with  his  cheTysannoe 
For  sothe  he  was  a  worthi  man  withalle, 
Bat  80th  to  say,  I  not  what  men  him  calla. 

A  Olebk*  ther  was  of  Oxenford  also. 
That  nnto  logik  hadde  longe  i-go. 
Al  so  lene  was  his  hors  as  is  a  rake. 
And  he  was  not  right  fat,  I  undertake; 
Bat  lokede  holwe,  and  therto  soburly. 
Ful  thredbare  was  his  overest  qgurtepy,    J/-  -  r  A  £,  l^iu^ 
For  he  hadde  nought  geten  him  yit  a  benefioe^ 
Ne  was  not  worthy  to  haven  an  office. 
For  him  was  lever  have  at  his  beddes  heed 
Twenty  bookes,  clothed  in  blak  and  reed,' 
Of  Arurtotil,  and  of  his  philosophie,  ^  'u^fs 

Then  robus  riche,  or  fithul,  or  sawtrie.        /  '  fCH^U^ 
Bat  al  though  he  were  a  philosophre^ 
Yet  hadde  he  but  litul  gold  in  cofre ; 
Bat  al  thiat  he  might  of  his  frendes  heniSr 
On  bookes  and  his  lemyng  he  it  spente^ 
And  busily  gan  for  the  soules  pray 
Of  hem  that  gaf  him  wherwith  to  sooky/ 
Of  studie  tooke  he  most  cure  and  heede. 
Not  00  word  spok  he  more  than  was  neede; 
Al  that  he  spak  it  was  of  heye  prudence. 
And  sdhort  and  quyk,  and  ful  of  gret  sentenoa 

1  i  t.,  gianlM  thai  1m  miglU  not  Iom  hia  ihipa  hy  p<ral6»  at 
prtrataan. 

s  Ha  parftotlj  imdentood  tha  fyrtam  of  stoek'jobbiiig,  w  ai  to  gala 
t>7  tha  axchanga  of  hia  ciowna,  tos,  or  MMm^  tn  tha  difTamt  nonay- 
narkaCa  of  Buropa. 

*  ▲•aiark  maana  pcobaUj  hara,  a  adiolar  piapafiiif  fiir  tha  pfint- 


4  la  many  Roman  CathoUa  eouitriaa»  tiU  vary  laMy,  It  waf  ai» 
tomary  ftr  poor  tcholarf  preparing  Ibr  ordan  to  aak  and  reealya 
oaatrihntionf  fiom  tha  peopla  ftit  tha  azpanaai  of  thair  adncatlon. 
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Bownynge  in  moral  numere  was  Ida  ipedia^ 
And  gladly  wolde  he  leme,  and  gladly  taohii 

A  Sebgeakt  of  Laws,  var  and  wjn, 
That  often  hadde  ben  atte  jjarryn,^ 
Ther  was  also,  M  ricbe  of  exoeUepoa 
Discret  he  was,  and  of  gret  reyerence: 
fie  semed  auch,  his  woridea  were  ao  wiae^ 
Juatioe  he  waa  ful  often  in  aaaiae^ 
By  patent^  and  by  pleyn  commimHOim; 
For  hia  adence,  and  for  his  hcdh  renoQi^ 
Of  feee  and  robea  had  he  many  oon* 
So  gret  a  pnrchaaour  waa  ther  nowher  noon. 
Al  waa  fee  aymple  to  him  in  effected 
Hia  pnrchaayng  might  nought  ben  to  him  soapecte. 
Notdier  80  besy  a  man  aa  he  ther  naa^ 
And  yit  he  aemed  besier  than  he  wa& 
In  termea  hadde  caaa  and  domea  alle^ 
That  fro  the  tyme  of  kyng  AVill  -were  ftlle." 
Therto  he  couthe  endite,  *md  make  a  thing; 
Ther  oouthe  no  man  pynf^h'B*  at  hia  wxityn^ 

>  Ateire;  and  bere  it  Imiidentood  of  the  oonftrenoe  ninoBf  theyoanf 
counidlon,  pleaden,  attomcyg,  and  students  of  tbe  Uw,  wher^  Um 
form  of  pleading  and  arguing  a  case  is  exerdscd.  Fortetcne,  De  Lt. 
At^f.f  e.  51  •  says,  that  aAer  the  Judges  were  risen  at  eleven  of  the 
clock  ftom  hearing  of  eanses  at  Westminster,  *  Placitantet  tone  le  di» 
vcrtmit  ad  pervitumt  et  alibi,  consnlentes  onm  aervitntam$  ad  Icyoa 
(oajeanta)  et  aliis  concllioriis  snis.*— 8.  ParviB  means,  howerer,  % 
church-porch,  hi  this  case  probably  at  Westminster,  where  lawyers  met, 
M  described  by  Spegbt.  De  JoinTille  fomislies  another  illustratlott  >- 
•  It  was  cnstomary,  after  the  Lord  de  Kueles,  the  good  Lord  de  fioia> 
eone,  and  others  that  were  about  the  King's  person,  had  heard  maaa, 
forns  to  go  and  bear  the  pleadings  ai  the  gatacajf,  which  is  now  called 
the  Ooort  of  Kequests.*— Jlilm.  of  St.  Louie, 

*  lie  had  at  his  Angers'  ends  all  legal  cases  and  dooms,  or  dceraea, 
vbloh  had  been  ruled  in  the  oowts  of  law  since  the  time  of  WiUiaai 
the  Gonqnerar. 

*  Pyfihe  appean  to  mean,  to  find  fault  with,  except  against,  as  in 
the  anecdote  told  in  the  notes  to  AlarmlUmt  of  the  Knight  who  bote  on 
bis  sbield  a  Iblcon,  with  the  motto  :^ 

*  I  bear  a  falcon  ihlrck-t  of  flight. 
Whoso  pinoheth  at  her,  his  death  is  dight 

Ingraith.* 
Thai  alio  te  Chaucerli  Bedlade  0/  the  Village,  Fortune  Uf%  »«• 
•  Thoapinchest  at  my  mitubilitie.' 
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And  erery  statute  oouthe  he  ple^  by  roote. 
He  rood  but  hoomly  in  a  medled  coote. 
Gild  with  a  sejut  of  silk,  with  barres  sxnale; 
Of  his  array  telle  I  no  lenger  tale. 

/  // ;  A  Fraitkeleth^  ther  was  in  his  oompanya; 

L      ^      Whit  was  his  beide,  an  the  dayesye. 
Of  his  oomplezioun  he  was  sangwyn. 
Wei  loyed  he  in  the  mom  a  sop  of  wyn. 
To  lyre  in  delite  was  al  his  wone, 
For  he  was  Epicurius  owne  sone^ 
That  heeld  opjrnyoun  that  pleyn  delyt 
Was  Terraily  felicite  perfyt 
An  househaldere,  and  that  a  gret^  was  he ; 
Seynt  Julian'  he  was  in  his  eountr^ 
Hu  breed,  his  ale,  was  alway  after  oon; 
A  bettre  envyned  man  was  nowher  noon. 
Withoute  bake  mete  was  never  his  hous, 
Of  fleissch  and  fissch,  and  tliat  so  plentyvous^ 
It  snewed  in  his  hous  of  mete  and  drynk. 
Of  alle  deyntees  that  men  oowde  thynkeu 
Aftnr  the  sondry  sesouns  of  the  yeer. 
He  chaunged  hem  at  mete  and  at  soper. 
Ful  many  a  fiit  partrich  had  he  in  mewe, 
And  many  a  brem  and  many  a  luoe  in  stewa 
Woo  was  his  oook,  but  if  his  sauoe  were 
Poynant  and  scharp,*  and  ledy  ai  his  gere. 
His  table  dormant  in  his  halle  alway 
Stood  redy  oorered  al  the  longe  day. 
At  sessions  ther  was  he  lord  and  sixa 
Fol  ofte  tyme  he  was  knight  of  the  schira. 

>  IV)rt«eiM  (De  LL  Ang.,  o.  s9)  dMerilMt  a  FnuikllB  u 
flinriHM,  magnU  ditatiu  poMeMionlbiii.* 

>  *0«  Alt  eelliqr  Julien  qui  «8t  nqnJa  de  mux  qui  ehenlatnt  poor 
avoir  bon  hott6l.*~£«7.  Dcriit.  HaTing  by  miaehanoe  slain  hit  fkther 
and  mother,  at  a  penanoe,  he  esUblished  a  hwpital  near  a  daaMioiia 
fotd,  when  he  lodged  and  fed  trarellen  gratuitouilf . 

•  AwoiafsMiiiiiaatmf 
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An  a&ks'  uid  a  gipiei^  al  of  lOk 
Heng  at  his  gerdut  whit  aa  mome  mylk 
A  adbixxeve  hadde  he  heOy  and  a  counter; 
Waa  nowher  such  a  worth!  TaTaeer. 

An  Haburdassheb  and  a  Oarpsktki^ 
A  WxBBB,  a  Deter,  and  a  TAPxoEBy 
Weien  with  na  eeke,  clothed  in  oo  lyrerfi,* 
Of  a  solempne  and  ^^  firateniite. 
Ful  freicsh  and  newe  here  gere  piked  waa; 
Here  knyibs  wene  i-chapnd  nat  with  brasi 
Bat  al  with  alver  wrought  ful  dane  and  we1» 
Here  gurdles  and  here  pouches  every  deL 
Wei  semed  eche  of  hem  a  fiiir  burgejfly 
To  ntten  in  a  geldehallo  on  the  d^^ 
Every  man  for  the  wisdom  that  he  can. 
Was  schaply  for  to  ben  an  aldurman. 
For  catel  hadde  they  inough  and  rente» 
And  eek  here  wyfes  wolde  it  wel  aasente; 
And  elles  certeyn  hadde  thei  ben  to  blame. 
It  is  right  fidr  for  to  be  clept  macUunB, 
And  for  to  go  to  vigilies*  al  byfore^ 
And  han  a  mantel  rially  i-bore. 

I  ▲fUotaioB  or  woodknife,  which  I  gather  oat  at  Matthew  Parft, 
p.  595.  where  he  writeth  thoa.  *  Qnonim  unus  videm  occidnam  partem 
donl  (of  Richard  Earl  Manhal,  then  fighting  for  bis  life  in  Ireland) 
minos  armia  oommimitam,  pereiusit  eom  in  posteriora  loricam  rab- 
leyando  enm  qnodam  genere  cultcUi,  qnod  ▼vlgariter  analadtiu  unn- 
eiipfttiir.**^. 

*  A  pvm.  In  Albert  DHrerli  beantifnl  etching  of  the  Entombment, 
Joseph  of  Aflmatbea,  a  wealthy  man.  like  the  Franklin,  hai  a  large 
purse  with  tawels  hanging  at  his  girdle. 

s  These  tradesman  all  belonged  to,  and  wore  the  dress  ot  oat  Utety 
orgnUd. 

*  One  of  the  good  and  kindly  customs  of  the  middle  ages,— «  custom 
wMeh  was  till  lately  observed  by  the  Hidalgos  in  Spaln,^-was  ibr  the 
whole  hoasehold  to  dine  together  in  the  great  hall ;  but  at  one  end  was 
a  raised  platform  or  deys,  where  persons  of  higher  rank  were  scnred, 
as  is  still  the  practice  in  onr  Colleges.  The  word  doit  Is  still  used  in 
£ast  Anglla  for  a  raised  platform. 

*  It  was  the  manner  in  times  past,  upon  festival  evens,  called  vigils, 
for  pari^hionen  to  maet  in  their  church-houses,  or  church-yards,  and 
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^:'       A  Cook  thei  hadde  with  hem  for  the  noneib 
To  boyle  chyknes  and  the  mary  bones, 
And  pondre  marchant,  tart,  and  galyngale. 
Wei  oowde  he  knowe  a  draught  of  Londone  ala 
He  cowde  roste,  sethe,  broille,  and  frie^ 
Make  mortrenx,  and  wel  bake  a  pye. 
Bat  gret  harm  was  it,  as  it  semede  me^ 
That  on  his  schyne  a  mormal  hadde  he; 
For  bhinkmanger  he  made  with  the  bestei 

j^ ;         A  ScmpxAK  was  ther,  wonyng  fer  by  westo: 
For  ought  I  woot,  he  was  of  Dertemontha 
He  rood  upon  a  rouncy,  as  he  couthe^^ 
In  a  gowne  of  faldyng  to  the  kne. 
A  dagger  hangyng  on  a  laas  hadde  he 
Abonte  hii  nekke  under  his  arm  adoun* 
The  hoote  somer  had  maad  his  hew  al  broun. 
And  oerteioly  he  was  a  good  felawe. 
Fol  many  a  draught  of  wyn  had  he  drawe 
From  Burdenx-ward,  whil  that  the  chapman  slea|>.* 
Of  nyce  oonscience  took  he  no  keep. 
If  that  he  foughte,  and  hadde  the  heigher  hand. 
By  water  he  sente  hem  hoom  to  every  land. 
Bat  of  his  craft  to  rikne  wel  the  tydes, 
His  atremes  and  his  dangers  him  bisidea, 
His  herbetgh  and  his  mono,  his  lodemenage, 
Tker  was  non  such  from  HuUe  to  Cartage. 
Hardy  he  was,  and  wys  to  undertake; 
With  many  a  tempest  hadde  his  herd  ben  achakci 


Umm  to  har*  adrinking  fit  ft>r  the  Ume.  Hare  thej  ned  to  end  numy 
qnarreU  betwixt  ndghbour  and  netgbboor.  Hither  came  the  wires  in 
oomelf  manner,  and  they  that  were  of  the  better  tort  had  their 
mantlet  oarried  with  tliem,  as  well  for  show  at  to  keep  them  fkom  cold 
at  table/— 8.  Theee-  are  probably  what  are  Ibrbidden  in  the  SStli 
flimra  tf  the  Church  of  Knglaad,  under  the  name  of  *  ftastir  hanqnetf » 
•nppen,  ehnrobalee,  drinkings,'  Ae^ 

■  As  well  as  he  knew  how.    It  seemf  that  sailors  hara  always  been 
ted  hotewnePi 

s  While  the  merchanu,  or  snpereargo,  to  vtMBi  tht  irtas  1 
vste  asle^  ht  vssd  to  tap  a  oaak. 
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He  knew  wel  aHe  the  haveneB,  aa  tbei  w«n^ 
From  BooUond  to  the  cape  of  Fynestere, 
And  eyerj  cxjk  in  Bretayne  and  in  Spayna; 
Hia  barge  y-clepnd  was  the  Magdelayne. 

Ther  was  also  a  Docroim  of  Fhisik, 
In  al  this  world  ne  was  ther  non  him  lyk 
To  snpeke  of  phisik  and  of  snrgarje; 
For  he  was  groundnd  in  astronomye.* 
He  kepte  his  padont  wondurlj  wel 
In  houres  by  hia  magik  nailnireL* 
Wel  cowde  he  fortune  the  aaaendeiii 
Of  his  ymages  for  hia  pacienl 
He  knew  the  cause  of  every  maladye. 
Were  it  of  cold,  or  hete,  or  moyst,  or  drye, 
And  where  thei  engendrid,  and  of  what  humour; 
He  was  a  verrey  parfight  practisour. 
The  cause  i-knowe,  and  of  his  harm  the  roote. 
Anon  he  gaf  the  syke  man  hia  boota. 
Ful  redy  hadde  be  his  apotecaries. 
To  sende  him  dragges,  and  his  letuaries, 
For  echo  of  hem  made  othur  for  to  wynne; 
Here  friendsch]i)e  was  not  newe  to  begynna. 
Wel  knew  he  the  olde  Esculapius^ 
And  Deiscorides,  and  eeke  Bufds; 
Old  Ypocras,  Haly,  and  Galien;* 
Serapyon,  Raas,  and  Avyeen; 


1  A  great  port  of  the  medical  practice  of  tha  middle  agca  coaelitad 
In  adminiiteiing  remedies  according  to  the  position  of  the  planeta  in 
the  beavenf ,  as  Mr.  Wright  observes.  At  the  present  time  the  borsea 
and  COATS  in  most  of  the  farms  in  England  are  doeed  aooording  to  the 
Mtrological  directions  In  Zadlciel'e  Almanadu 

s  Tlie  rvading  in  the  text,  which  is  trom  the  Harl.  US.,  oonvays  a 
piece  of  irony  which  is  lost  in  tlie  common  one,  a  ful  gret  del.  The 
practice  ot  natnral  magio  is  alluded  to  in  the  HouBe  <^  Famt.  It  was 
probably  dcrired  from  the  classical  heathenism. — Vide  Uoa.  aof.,  Ub. 
L8. 

'  Hippocrates  and  Galen  were  spelled  Ypocras,  or  HIppoeraa, 
and  G allien  by  writers  in  the  middle  ages.  These  and  the  rest 
ol  the  authors  here  named  ware  the  great  nedical  aathoritlaa  of 
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ArenoiBy  Damesoen,  and  Constantjn; 
Bernard,  and  Gatisden,  and  Gilbertyii* 
Of  his  diete  mesnzable  was  he. 
For  it  was  of  no  8aperflait4 
But  of  gret  norisohing  and  digestible    , 
His  stadie  was  but  litel  on  t^  Bibie.^ 
In  aangwin  and  in  pers  he  clad  was  al, 
lined  with  tafiata  and  with  sendaL 
And  yit  he  was  but  esy  in  dispence; 
He  kepte  that  he  wan  in  pestilence.' 
For  gold  in  phisik  is  a  cordial; 
Therfore  h?  lovede  gold  in  special 
'  ^j '        A  good  Wir  was  ther  of  byside  Bathe, 
\  But  whe  was  somdel  deef,  and  that  was  skatha 

Of  doth-makyng'  she  hadde  such  an  haunt^ 
Sdie  passed  hem  of  Tpris  and  of  Gaunt 
In  al  the  parisshe  wyf  ne  was  ther  noon 
That  to  the  ofiryng^  bjrfom  hire  schulde  goou. 
And  if  ther  dide,  certeyn  so  wroth  was  sdie. 
That  ache  was  thanne  out  of  alle  oharitl 
..  ^x.. -         Hire  keverchefe  weren  ful  fyne  of  grounde; 
.^^  I  durste  swere  they  weyghede  ten  pounde* 

That  on  the  Sonday  were  upon  hxre  heed. 
Hir  hosen  were  of  fyn  scarlett  reed, 
Ful  streyte  y-teyed,  and  schoos  ful  moyste  and  nowm 
Bold  was  hir  iaJoe,  and  fidr,  and  reed  of  hewe. 


*  8m  pott,  Psidond^  FMHOSira* 
*  Ferinpi,  u  Kr.  Wright  suggests,  in  aUnsion  to  tlM  gmt  psstU 
IciiM  which  dSTftstated  Europe  in  th«  thirteenth  oentnry.  mnd  of 
which  there  is  soeh  a  magniiloent  description  in  the  opening  of  tho 


s  Hift^WeiU#XB|liadtothlada7fiiiwitli1 
IsBoaoflUdoth. 

<  This  w«s  probablf  the  oflMng  on  relle-Snnday,  when  the  ooogre- 
gatlon  went  op  to  the  altar  in  succession  to  kiss  tlie  relics.  *  But  the 
relics  we  most  Idss  and  offer  nnto.  ospeeiallx  on  reUo-Snnday.'^Aodfc  qf 

•  The  high  and  massiTS  head-dresses  of  this  period,  often  to  be  seen 
on  brasses,  ase  stiU  worn  by  the  peasaaU  of  Cans,  Is  Votmand j 


TBM  raoLoora* 


»? 


BAb  wm  a  wortlij  wommaa  al  hii«  Ifh, 
Housbondes  atte  chircbe  dore^  hadde  adhe  fyfe, 
Withouten  othnr  companje  in  youthe; 
But  thereof  needeth  nought  to  speke  aa  nouthai 
And  thries  hadde  ache  )^  at  Jemaaleiii; 
6che  hadde  passed  many  a  straunse  atreem; 
At  Kome  ache  hadde  ben,  and  at  Boloynay 
In  Qalioe  at  aeynt  Jame,  and  at  Oolqpie.* 
Bche  cowde  moche  of  wandryng  by  the  in^ya 
Gattothnd'  waa  ache,  aothly  for  to  aeye. 
Uppon  an  amblere  eady  adie  aati 
Wymplid  inl  wel,  and  on  hire  heed  an  hat 
Aa  brood  aa  ia  a  boder  or  a  targe; 
A  foot-mantel  aboute  hire  hnpea  laige^ 
And  on  hire  feet  a  paire  of  aporea  achaipa* 
In  felawschipe  wel  cowde  lawghe  and  carpeL. 
Of  remedyea  of  love  ache  knew  parchaonce^ 
For  of  that  art  ache  knew  the  olde  dannoa 

A  good  man  was  ther  of  religionn. 
And  waa  a  pore  Pejisoun  of  a  toon;* 
But  riche  he  waa  of  holy  thought  and  weri[. 
He  waa  also  a  lemed  man,  a  derk 
That  Gristea  go»i)el  gladly  wolde  preche; 
Hia  pariachena  devoutly  wolde  he  techa. 


■  Aeeordtng  to  the  old  ewtam,  the  prieit  manled  the  eoaple  tt  the 
ehurcfa  door,  and  immedUtely  alterMrardt  proeeeded  to  the  altar  to 
celebrate  maas,  at  wbich  the  oewly-married  peraone  oommuiiicat«U. 
The  ruhriet  in  the  modem  EofrlUh  otilce  are  to  the  lame  effect. 

*  She  had  probably  gone  to  Cologne  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  relies  of 
the  Three  Klngf .  or  \Vi«e  Men  of  the  £a«t,  said  to  be  there  preKr\-«d. 
The  body  of  8t.  James  the  A]x»tle  was  Bnpix>9ed  to  have  been  oarric'd 
In  a  ship  without  a  mdder  to  Galicia.  and  was  preserved  at  Compoe- 
tella,  whither  there  was  a  prodifrious  resort  of  pilgrima. 

».^Dta)i(^  reads  mi-MAerl,  of  wliich  the  sense  seems  noteolfyious.  It 
voald  mean  of  teeth  oneven  and  far  asunder, •«  peculiarity- wJtttb 
gives  a  bold  look,  and  to  may  be  considered  chatacteilsUc. 

*  It  appears  she  bestrode  her  horse,  lik&2he  paysannes  in  France. 

>  Parson  or  parish  priest,  so  called  because  he  is  the  pencna  tocleiue, 
the  representative  or  mouth-piece,  through  whom  the  Church,  that  is 
the  Christians,  in  that  particular  parish,  addresses  its  woriihip  to  God. 

Pes  ihainruai*i"OMMW^2bioi>  here  means  townland  m  parish. 

▼ou  L  n 
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BenigTie  he  was,  and  wonder  dUigent^ 

And  iu  adversite  fnl  padent; 

And  snob  he  was  i-proved  ofte  sithea. 

Fol  loth  were  him  to  corse  for  his  tythes^^ 

Bat  rather  wolde  he  geven  out  of  dowte, 

XJnto  his  pore  panaschens  abonte, 

Of  his  offirjrnge,  and  eek  of  his  soliBtaiinde.* 

He  oowde  in  litel  thing  han  saffisance. 

Wyd  was  his  parisch,  and  houses  fer  asondur. 

But  he  ne  lafte  not  for  reyne  ne  thondur. 

In  siknease  ne  in  meechief  to  Tisite 

The  ferrest  in  his  parissohe,  moche  and  lite^ 

XJppon  his  feet^  and  in  his  bond  a  sta£ 

This  noble  ensample  unto  his  scheep  he  gaf, 

That  ferst  he  wrou^te,  and  after  that  he  taug^t^ 

Out  of  the  gospel  he  tho  wordes  caughte^ 

And  this  figure  he  addid  yit  therto^ 

That  if  gold  roste,  what  schulde  yren  doof 

For  if  a  prest  be  foul,  on  whom  we  tniate^ 

Ko  wondur  is  a  lewid  man  to  ruste; 

And  sehame  it  is^  if  that  a  prest  take  kepe^ 

A  schiten  sdiepp«rd  and  a  dene  sehepe; 

Wei  oughte  a  prest  ensample  for  to  give, 

^7  his  dennesse,  how  that  his  scheep  sehulde  Ijnpvi 

fie  sette  not  his  benefice  to  huyre^ 

And  lefte  lus  scheep  encombred  in  the  mjT% 

And  ran  to  Londone,  tmto  sejnte  Poules^ 

To  seeken  him  a  chaunterie  for  soulesi* 

Or  with  a  brethurhede  be  wxthholde  '* 

But  dwelte  at  hoom,  and  kepte  wel  his  folde. 


Bcftntl  to  par  tithtt  w«  pnniihabte  with  tiM  1 


•  Of  what  he  olytaiaed  bj  thtToluiittfr  oAriagiof  hit  parWilODtf*. 
M  w«U  M  by  hif  beaefloe. 

s  A  chiDtry  Ibr  fouls  was  an  andowmaat  f»  a  pfteil  to  0mg  or 
chant  maatet  tat  tht  benefit  of  the  loali  oi'  the  Ibonden.  The  panoo 
did  not  leare  a  eorate  to  perfbrm  hli  paroehial  diitiet,  and  eaak  one  of 
theee  liMevrei  for  himaelf  in  Saint  Panl't. 

«  Xi  ha  maiBtalaod  ia  a  laUglow  1 
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80  that  die  volfe  ne  made  it  not  mjrscixyei 
He  was  a  ackepperde  and  no  meroenarie;^ 
And  though  he  holy  were,  and  yertuoii% 
He  was  to  senM  man  nought  dispitoiis^ 
Ne  of  his  speche  danngerous  ne  digne^ 
But  in  his  ieching  di8a:et  and  benigne. 
To  drawe  folk  to  heven  bj  fairnesses 
By  good  ensample,  was  his  bnajnusie: 
But  it  were  enj  persona  obstiiisi^ 
What  so  he  were  of  high  or  lows  estal^ 
ESm  wolde  he  suybbe  schaxply  for  the  i 
A  bettre  preest  I  trowe  ther  nowher  non  ia 
He  waytnd  after  no  pompe  ne  reverenoey 
Ke  maked  him  a  iqpioed  oanseieiioe,* 
But  Gristes  lore,  and  his  apostles  twelTO, 
He  taaght»  and  ferst  he  folwed  it  himselTa 

With  him  ther  was  a  PLOUomcANy  his  bxothnri 
That  hadde  i  lad  of  dong  fol  many  a  fothar. 
A  trewe  swynker  and  a  good  was  hee, 
Ly vynge  in  pees  and  parfight  charitea 
God  loved  he  best  with  al  his  trewe  bepte 
At  alle  tymea,  though  him  gained  or  smerte^ 
And  thanne  his  neigbebour  right  as  himselTeb 
He  wolde  threisshes  and  therto  dyke  and  delve^ 


>  Johns,  tt. 

•  Hm  ntanfaif  to  net  otnrioiu,  and  Tynrhitt  pm^utM  not  to  udcN 
itnnd  It.  It  may-aignify  that  hia  conacienoe  waa  not  aophtatlcatod  by 
tlio  anbtiltlM  of  casuiatry,  compared  to  far-fetohod  fpioaai  but  cnidcd 
bj  the  plain  woida  of  Scriptura. 

It  to  qnita  natural  tliat  Chanocr,  tho  fHcnd  of  John  of  Oannt, 
ahoold  pratoe  the  parochial  clergy  who  were  poor,  and  therelbre  not 
fimnidible.  at  the  expHite  of  the  rkh  monaatie  onlen,  who  formed  the 
only  barrier  which  then  existed  against  the  despotic  power  of  the 
aristoeraoy.  It  shovld  alao  be  remembered  that  the  aame  poTerty 
whieh  made  the  aecular  cleric  humble  and  frugal,  left  them  also  illite- 
rate; and  that  it  to  to  the  Benedictines,  and  their  magnifloent  librariea, 
that  we  owe  the  preservation,  in  an  iron  age,  not  only  of  the 
Fathera,  bnt  of  Homer,  of  Virgil,  and  of  aeeio— See  Ld.  Macaulay'i 
•xceUcnt  renaikt  npoa  thto  fsltfeel  la  hto  MIdonf  9f  Mngkmd^ 

H  2 
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For  Cristes  sake,  with  ererj  pare  vi^^ 
Withouten  hnjre,  if  it  laye  in  his  might 
HiB  tythes  pajede  he  fal  Bsiire  and  irel» 
Bathe  of  his  owne  swynk  and  his  cateL 
In  a  tabbard  he  rood  npon  a  mere.^ 

Ther  was  also  a  reeve  and  a  mellere^ 
A  sompnonr  and  a  pardoner  alao^ 
A  matinciple,  and  my  self,  ther  was  no  mo. 

The  MsLLERE  was  a  stout  carl  for  the  nonai^ 
Fnl  big  he  was  of  braon,  and  eek  of  boones; 
That  prevede  wel,  for  over  al  ther  he  cam, 
At  wiastljmge  he  wolde  here  awey  the  ram.' 
He  was  sdkort  schnldred,  broode,  a  thikke  knarra^ 
Ther  nas  no  dore  that  he  nold  here  of  hane^ 
Or  breke  it  with  a  rennjng  with  hii  heed 
His  herd  as  ony  sowe  or  fox  was  reed. 
And  therto  brood,  as  though  it  were  a  q[»deb 
Upon  the  oop  right  of  his  nose  he  hade 
A  werte,  and  theron  stood  a  tuft  of  heresy 
Beede  aa  the  bentles  of  a  souwee  eeres. 
His  nose-thurles  blake  were  and  wydeu 
A  swerd  and  a  boder  baar  he  by  his  8id% 
SBs  mouth  aa  wyde  was  as  a  gret  forneya. 
He  was  a  jan^er,  and  a  golyurdey8» 
And  that  was  most  of  synne  and  harlotriea 
Wei  oowde  he  stele  com,  and  toUen  thries ;' 
And  yet  he  had  a  thombe  of  gold  pardl*  . 
A  wlught  cote  and  blewe  hoc^  wered  he, 

■  Tbm  ^kNiffbrnta'tt  tabsrd  wm  piolMblj  wliat  irt  ihoald  Mtt  a 
btooie,  or  nnoek-ftoek.  Ko  mm  of  aaj  pwtwutow  lodt  apoQ  a  bum 
In  tiM  middle  aget. 

•  ▲  nin  WM  tiM  ami  piin  at  wmtUaf  inaldMs^— 8m  OitGoAc^ 
mt  <{r  GomAyn, 

*  BMidM  tk€  wul  pAjmitDt  tai  moMj  Ibr  (sriBdins  oom,  nUlen  art 
always alloiped wlkftt  tocalied  «toU*'  aaogntim  u>4UM.OBtoreTtr7 
nek  of  flour. 

t  If  the  alloiioabe,  aa  is  most  imbable,  to  the  old  proverb,  AMry 
honm  miiler  kat  a  thumb  qt  poU.  the  iwssage  ma^  mcaa,  that  ooor  mU- 
ler,  notwithstanding  his  tliefU.  was  an  kommi  iijttcr,— 4.  Si^  as  honest  m 
Mm  brethren.— T. 
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A  baggepipe*  cowde  he  blowe  and  aowiii^ 
And  therwithal  he  brought  us  out  of  towna 

A  gentil  Mauxciple  was  ther  of  a  tempk^ 
Of  wMch  achatoun  mighten  take  exemple 
For  to  be  wya  in  beyying  of  vitaillei 
For  whethiir  that  he  payde,  or  took  by  taille^' 
Algate  he  wayted  so  in  his  aeate. 
That  he  was  ay  bifom  and  in  good  slaifea 
Now  is  not  that  of  Ood  a  ful  &ir  graee^ 
That  snch  a  lowed  mannes  wit  sotud  paoe 
The  wisdom  oi  an  heep  of  lemede  men  t 
Of  maystres  hadde  moo  than  thxies  ten. 
That  were  of  lawe  expert  and  curions  ; 
Of  which  ther  were  a  doseyn  in  an  hooae^ 
Worthi  to  be  stiwardes  of  rente  and  lond 
Of  any  lord  that  is  in  Engdond, 
To  make  him  lyve  by  his  propre  good^ 
In  honour  dettelea^  but  if  he  were  wood. 
Or  lyre  as  scarsly  as  he  can  desire ; 
And  aUe  for  to  helpea  al  a  sohire 
In  any  caaa  that  mighte  falle  or  happe ; 
And  yit  this  maunciple  sette  here  alter  caj^*    , 

The  Keeys  was  a  sklendre  oolenk  man. 
His  herd  was  schave  as  neigh  as  ever  he  oan. 
His  heer  was  by  his  ores  neighe^  i-shom. 
His  top  was  dockud  iyk  a  preest  bifom. 

*  Tht  bagpiiM  kat  long  liaee  dlitppcftred  IWub  Englaad,  wh«M  11 
wmohm  a  fkTOorito  tmotig  the  lower  orders.  In  Albert  Dorer^  olelk- 
iag  of  tbe  VatiTttj,  ont  of  tlie  eheplierda  eurict  a  bagplpo;  and  it  ma/ 
fel  bo  Men  Is  Italy. 

3  llarkid  tho  rockoainf  on  a  tall/,  boogbt  on  erediti  iWna  jfiflhr, 
looai. 

>  To  fet  a  man*!  cap  la  to  cheat  Urn.  AUer  ia  the  senitlTO  plval  of 
alio,  and  the  paesafe  moani,  therefore,  set  the  cap  of  them  all^— 4.  c, 
cheated  them  an.  The  tame  construction  ocears  altcrwarda— *  Up  looa 
our  hoste.  and  was  our  althur  (tUler)  cok/  was  cock  for  us  aU«--i.  e., 
wakened  and  gathered  as  together  as  a  cock  does  his  hens.  Im^moAmtk 
Qfitvtutr  aUer  Is  nsed-ia-  the  eaaM  wa/,— aa'-<tor  allur  >*il<i  the -beet 
otall. 

4  This  It  tho  tmdiag  cf  tte  Had.  MS.    Xr.  Weight  fobatttiita. 
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Tnl  longo  wem  Bis  leggofl^  and  ful  leiM^ 
Al  like  a  staff,  ther  was  no  calf  y-sene. 
Wei  oowde  he  kepe  a  gemer  and  a  b jnne ; 
Ther  was  non  auditonr  cowde  on  him  wynxML 
Wei  wist  he  by  the  drou^t^  and  by  the  reyo^ 
The  yeeldyng  of  his  seed,  and  of  his  greyn. 
His  lordes  scheep,  his  nete,^  and  his  dayerie^ 
His  swyn,  his  hors,  his  stoor,  and  his  pnltrie^ 
Waa  holly  in  this  reeves  goremynge. 
And  by  his  covenaiint  gaf  the  rekenynge^ 
8yn  that  his  lord  was  twenti  yeer  of  age ; 
Ther  ooathe  noman  bringe  him  in  arreraga 
Ther  naa  bailiff  ne  herde,  ne  other  hyne, 
That  they  ne  Imewe  his  sleif^t  and  his  cofyaa; 
They  wexe  adrad  of  him,  as  of  the  deth. 
His  wonyng  was  fill  fair  npon  an  heth. 
With  giene  trees  i-schadewed  was  his  pboa 
He  oowde  bettre  than  his  lord  purohaoeu 
Fnl  ziohe  he  was  i-stored  prively, 
Hia  lord  wel  -eonthe  he  plese  sabtilly. 
To  fleye  and  lene  him  of  his  pwne  good» 
And  have  a  thank,  a  cote,  and  eek  anhood. 
In  youthe  he  lemed  hadde  a  good  mester ; 
He  waa  a  wel  good  wright,  a  carpoiter. 
ThiB  reeye  sat  npon  a  wel  good  stot»* 
That  waa  a  pomely  gray,  and  highte  Sooii 
A  long  snroote  of  pers*  nppon  he  hadde^ 
And  by  his  side  he  bar  a  msty  bladde. 

■  TteHtfL]C8.raKUflMeClmt  aU  the  tdlttoBS  flM*.  wftkh  It  evi. 
doitly  tht  tiM  iMding.  The  neat  itock  eooM  la  natuallf  In  tiM 
MHUMntion  of  the  different  kindii  of  ontUe;  bvt  the  Reere  irooM 
hnre  nothing  to  do  with  the  keeping  of  hie  luidlovd't  meal 

*  Speght  inteiprete  this  a  young  hone.  It  properly  means  a  yoimg 
ballock ;  but  the  names  of  young  animals  are  apt  to  be  indiscriminately 
appUad  todURwent  species.  The  name  given  to  the  horse  of  the  Reere, 
who  Urad  at  Bawdeswell,  in  Norfolk,  is  a  curious  instanoe  of  Chancer^ 
aoeoraeyi  fbr  to  this  day  there  is  scarcely  a  ftrm  In  Norfolk  or  Sofblk 
In  which  one  of  the  horses  is  not  called  Scot.  As  th»  name  baa  na 
■aaning.  it  most  be  attributed  to  an  immemorial  tradition. 

s  BmLMS^Mm.    i>«rf,]fr.Wright8aji.waaofaiky4anff 
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Of  Norihfolk  iraa  this  reeve  of  which  T  tell^ 

Byaide  a  tonn  men  caUen  Baldeswelle. 

Tukkud  he  "wm,  as  Ib  a  firere,  aboate^ 

And  ever  he  rood  the  hynderest  of  the  ronte.       /  ^ 

!       A  SoMPNOUn  was  ther  with  ns  in  that  plaoe^  Jvi^.t>SA.c,h» 

That  hadde  a  fyr-reed  cherubjnes  fiuse,*         ^        /  '      /  '■^ 

Fgr  aawccflem  he  was,  with  cyghen  narwe.    ff^^/  /•  ^*'  /     '' 

As  hoot  he  was,  and  leccherous^  as  a  8parw% 

With  skalled  browes  bkk,  and  piled  herd; 

Of  his  visage  children  weren  sore  aferd. 

Ther  nas  quyksilver,  Utarge,  ne  brimstone^ 

BoraSp  oeruoe^  ne  oille  of  tartre  noon,* 

Ke  oynement  that  wolde  dense  and  bjTte^ 

That  him  might  helpen  of  his  whelkes  wldte^ 

Ke  of  the  knobbcs  sittyng  on  his  eheekes. 

Wei  loved  he  garleek,  oynouns,  and  ek  leeke% 

And  for  to  drinke  strong  wyn  reed  as  blood. 

Thanne  wolde  he  speke,  and  crye  as  ha  were  wood. 
-   And  wban^hat  he  wel  dronken  hadde  the  wyi^ 

Tha^  wolde  he  8|)eke  no  word  but  Latyn. 

A  few9  termes'^hadde  he,  tuo  or  thre, 

That^hfr^hadde  lemed  out  of  som  decree; 

No  i«ti[jndu^  is,  he  herde  it  al  the  day; 

And  eek  ye  knowe  w^l^  how  that  a  jaj 

Can  olepe;Watie,  as  wel  as'  can  the  pope. 

But  who  so  wolde  ia  othur  thing  him  grope^ 

Thanne  hadde.  he  spent  al  his  philosopUe^ 

Ay,  QuesUo  quidji^rig,*  wolde  he  crye, 

He  was  a  gentil  harlot^  and  a  kynde ; 

A  bettre  &law  schulde  men  nowher  fynd^ 

>JI..Sto|*ai.  Apol,  Strode  Ub.  1  e.  30,  qootat  tha-uma.  tboaslit 
ft«tt  a  Freoeh  eplsriuii>-i^  Kot  gnad  4oelew«-  au-  CbariiUB  visagft.* 
— T. 

s  Ufiial  rameditt  In  thaVateriaMMUM  of  that  period  for  aeorbaUe 
araptions. 

s  Tbia  -Uad  of  qncstJoii  oooort  ftMinentlf  in  Jtailjik  dt  Hengkam, 
Attm  having  rtatid  a  cafo  ha  adda,  Qmid Jurist  and  than  prooeedi  to 
fire  the  answer  to  it.— T. 

'  The  name  of  harlot  was  orlginaU/  giTcn  to  men  as  well  as  woman, 


>t^.S'r^*--      ^.  /     »••' 
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He  wolde  soffire  for  a  quart  of  wyn 
A  good  felawe  to  ban  his  concnbjn 
A  twelve  moneth,  and  excase  him  atte  fuQa 
%And  prively  a  fjnch  eek  cowde  he  puUa 
And  if  he  fond  owh^  a  good  felawe, 
He  wolde  teche  lim  to  hare  non  awe 
^  In  snob  a  caas  of  the  archedecknes  curs,' 

/  '  Bat  if  a  mannes  sole  were  in  his  pnrs ; 

For  in  his  pun  he  seholde  ptmTssdicd  be 
'  Pars  is  the  ercedekncs  belle,'  quod  he. 
Bat  well  I  woot  he  lyeth  right  in  dede ; 
Of  oarsTng  owetb  ech  gulty  man  to  drede ; 
Tor  cars  wol  slee  right  as  assoillyng  saveth  ; 
And  also  ware  of  him  a  tignxfioidx} 
In  daanger^  he  badde  at  lus  own  aaaiae 
The  yonge  gories  of  t2ie  dioeis^ 
And  knew  here  ooanseil,  and  was  al  here  red»* 
A  garland'  had  he  set  upon  his  heed. 
As  gret  as  it  were  for  an  ale-stake ; 
A  l^keler  had  he  maad  him  of  a  cake.* 
/^,  '         With  him  tber  rood  a  gentil  Pardohsb 
f '  Of  BoundTBl/  his  frend  and  his  comper^ 


tftJatllti»wi»dil>JMi^tiii4w«>iilihfiiinfiNi!Miy^>flifc 


I  TlM  niflMiliig  iir-lM  would  tMch  his  friends  to  ouMfakr  tba  Ak!> 
dMOont  mewnawikMitkin  i*  a  mere  matter  of  moMj,  beeana  iteoold 
toebaoglitoir. 

*  AM^taHPtt  BMBi  tba  writ  Mmmmmtaa^  Hyliaftb  bd^  iti 
lAitialword. 

sinMaJoffidiotfoa. 

<  8|Mgtitnadi.icwyA«'rMl.whlehghreiaaMffa(rt>TtoatMBaa;tNil 
la  aithar  caM  tha  pamaga  maaaa,  ihw  ^  liMr  oohnmI,  gava  tbom  hif 
ailTtea. 

*  OftliiseaaeomtlMaiaaaaBuiiplaiBtliaAi^JTiri  rsb,  pana  159. 

*  A  grotenqaa  tiiek,  such  ai  tha  oommon  paopla  daliglit  ift-.—Tha 
juManti  nf  Roimd.  oa  ihair  march  to  Parte  to  join  in  the  Kerohitlofirof 
iMfflw-ia-  thi  lama  spiiiW  carried  their  loaTet  of  hiaad  ttack  onllMir 


1  Of  RooMeral.  Tjmrhltt  eoppaiad  that  this  was  the  name  of  soam 
frttemitf,  and  states  that  there  was  aa  iiro«pital.5safa  Mmim  4i 
aPWMqrMlIt,  «i  Ctar*Vt  XendMi. 

.  9  if'  ' 
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That  itreyt  waa  oomen  from  tbe  court  of  Borne. 

Fal  lowdd  he  Bang,  Come  hider,  love,  to  me.^ 

This  sompnour  b^  to  him  a  Btif  burdoui, 

Was  nevere  trompe  of  half  aogret  a  aonn.  ^ 

This  pardoner  hadde  heer  aa  yelwe  aa  wex. 

But  smothe  it  heng,  as  doth  a  strike  kA  flex  ; 

By  onces  hynge  his  lokkes  that  he  hadde, 

i^d  therwith  he  his  schuldres  oyerspraddob 

Fal  themie  it  lay,  by  colpomt  on  and  oon,  • 

But  hood,  for  jolitee,  ne  wered  he  noon,       - 

For  it  "was  trussud  up  in  hia  walet. 

Him  thought  he  rood  al  of  the  newe^get^*  . 

Dischevele^  sauf  his  cappe,  he  rood  al  \sm* 

Suche  glaryng  eyghen  hadde  he  as  an  haie^ 

A  Temicle*  lukdde  he  sowed  on  his  otqppe. 

His  walet  lay  byfom  him  in  his  lappe, 

Bret  fill  of  pardoun*  oome  from  Borne  al  hoo& 

A  Toys  he  hadde  as  smale  as  eny  goot 

No  herd  ne  hadde  he,  ne  nevcnr  scholde  haye^ 

As  smothe  it  was  ^  it  leare  Lite  i-schave  ; 

I  trowe  he  were  a  geldyng  or  a  mara 

But  of  his  crafty  fro  Bcrwyk  unto  Ware, 

Ke  was  ther  such  another  pardoner. 

For  in  his  male  he  hadde  a  pilwebeer, 

■  Tbia  was  pr^bftbly  the  burthen  of  some  popular  long.  Hie  flwt  of 
to  flie  ihymlng  to  Bone,  Ulostratee  the  manoer  In  which  the  final  # 
■mstbe  pranooBeedin  Chanoer^  poetry. 

*  Of  the  new  ftahioD.  G^e  or  $rett  (fhr  the  USS.  difler)  la  need  in 
the  aame  lenae  br  Ooelere,  deJlea.Prine.  The  Pardoner  rode  withoot 
the  anal  hood  on  hia  head,  discherele  or  uncorered  i  he  had  only 
hia  em>pe,  oope,  or  ihort  oloefc. 

s  A  painting  of  the  face  of  Christ  *  Inter  haa  ftnUnaa  ma  fhit 
Bcmiee,  slve  Veroniee,  rn\go  Veroniea,  qns  radaximn  Christoexhiben^ 
vt  faciem  radore  et  Mngnine  madcntem  abstergeret,  ab  eo  illad  recepit» 
enrn  impreisa  in  illo  ^usdem  Chiisti  eiBgie,  nt  habet  Christiana 
traditio.*— Com.  a  Lc^lde  in  S,  Afatt,  zinrii.  l». 

4  Brlm-ihll  of  indnlgenees  granted  hf  the  Court  If  Borne.  Tbe 
theory  of  pardons  or  indidgences-is  that  they  are  eommntations,  in 
consideration  of  some  act  of  doToUon,  of  the  long  temporal  penalties 
ftir  iin  reqnirad  by  the  Canons  of  the  FiimitiTC  Church. 
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Which,  that  he  aaide,  was  oure  lady  T07I : 
He  seide^  he  hadde  a  gobet  of  the  aejl 
That  wynt  Petur  hadde,  whan  that  he  wenta 
Uppon  the  see,  till  Jhesa  Grist  him  hente. 
He  hadde  a  ctds  of  latoon  ful  of  stonesi 
And  in  a  glas  he  hadde  pigges  bonea 
But  with  tluse  reliques,  whanne  that  he  fiaid 
A  pore  persoun  dweUjng  uppon  land. 
Upon  a  day  he  gat  him  more  moneye 
Than  that  the  persoun  gat  in  monthes  tweyci 
And  thus  with  feyued  flaterie  and  japes. 
He  made  the  persoun  and  the  people  his  apes^ 
But  trewely  to  tellen  atte  laste, 
He  was  in  churche  a  noble  eoclesiaste. 
Wei  oowde  he  rede  a  lessoun  or  a  stoiye^ 
But  altherbest^  he  sang  an  offertorie  f 
For  wel  wyst  he,  whan  that  song  was  songe^ 
He  moste  preche,  and  wel  affyle  his  tunge, 
To  Wynne  silver,  as  he  right  wel  oowde ; 
Therefore  he  sang  ful  meriely  and  lowda 

Now  have  I  told  you  schoortly  in  a  clause 
Thestat,  tharcay,  the  nombre,  and  eek  the  cause 
Why  that  assembled  was  this  companye 
In  Southwerk  at  this  gentil  ostelrie. 
That  highte  the  Tabbud,  &8te  by  the  BelU 
But  now  is  tyme  to  yow  for  to  telle 
How  that  we  bare  us  in  that  ilke  nighty 
Whan  we  were  in  that  ostelrie  alight  i 
And  aftur  wol  I  telle  of  oure  viage, 
Andal  the  mnenaunt  of  ouxe  pilgrimage. 


ibMlof  a&i  to  theG«fiua  < 
^101,  note}. 

>  A  text  of  Scfffptnn  mUI  or  nmg  after  tlie  Nlocne  Creed  in  the 
.  meii,  daring  which  the  people  mede  their  olTeringi  \  and  immediately 
alter  followed  the  tennon.  'And  while  we  offer  (that  we  ehould  not 
be  weary  or  repent  ni  of  our  cost)  the  mnsio  and  minitril^  goetk 
■iOTl^  aU  the  «Stftoc7  tima.'--A)olr  or  JftmOte. 
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But  test  I  pny  jou  of  your  carienfi^ 

That  ye  ne  rette^  it  nat  my  Tilanye^ 

Though  that  I  speke  al  plcyn  in  this  maten^ 

To  teUe  yon  here  wordes  and  here  cheere; 

Ke  though  I  speke  here  wordes  proporly. 

For  this  ye  knowen  al  so  wel  as  I, 

VTbo  so  schal  telle  a  tale  aftnr  a  man. 

He  moste  reheroe,  as  neigh  as  ever  ha  eaa, 

"Every  word,  if  it  be  in  h^  charge^ 

Al  speke  he  never  sonxdely  ne  large  ; 

Or  elles  he  moot  telle  his  tale  nntrewe^ 

Or  feyne  thing,  or  fynde  wordes  newe. 

He  may  not  spare,  tiiough  he  were  his  brothnr; 

He  moste  as  wel  sey  oo  word  as  anothnr. 

Crist  spak  himself  ftil  broode  in  holy  wiit^ 

And  wel  ye  woot  no  vilanye  is  it. 

Eke  Plato  seith,  who  so  that  can  him  reds^ 

The  wordes  mot  be  oosyn'  to  the  dedai 

Also  I  pray  yon  to  forgeve  it  me, 

Al  have  I  folk  nat  set  in  here  degre 

Here  in  this  tale,  as  that  the!  sohulde  stonde ; 

My  witt  is  schorte,*  ye  may  wel  nndurstonde. 

Greet  cheere  made  onre  ost  ns  everichon, 
And  to  the  sonper  sette  he  as  anon; 
And  served  ns  with  vitaille  atte  besta 
Btrong  was  the  wyn,  and  wel  to  drynke  ns  kstei 


1  T!wt  TDB  tiitarpret  it  liot  as  a  proof  of  my  htm  breedSng.  [TIm 
fraitirettsaometinM.are^lslhmi'tbe  loelaiidio  r^Oo*  wbieh  nMaai  to 
MUndfi^  to  giv«  sentMioe.] 

»  Fypm  Boethlns,  IH  Omtolatkme,  Ub.  iiU  that  tnnslatcd  br 
Cbaneerv-^  That  needa  the  words  mote  been  cosSns  to  the  tldngs  of 
wbich'thcy  speaken.'  HSs  ezcnse  for  the  broadness  of  thelaosvago 
whiefa  ha  puts  into  the  months  of  his  pilgrims  goes  upon  the  assamp* 
tion  that  he  is  relating  an  incident  which  actually  took  place,  and 
which  he  is  therefore  bound  not  to  falsify.  This  piece  of  wOveU  la 
affected  to  giro  an  air  of  reality  to  the  fiction  npon  whioh  the  poem  if 
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A  lemely  man  oaie  oosta  was  viihalU 
Tor  to  ban  been  a  marchal  in  an  halle ; 
A  large  man  was  he  with  eyghen  stei^e, 
A  fairere  burgeys  is  ther  noon  in  Chepe : 
Bold  of  hb  speche,  and  wys  and  well  i-taugbl 
And  of  xaanhede  lakkede  he  right  naught. 
Eke  therto  he  was  right  a  mery  mani    . 
And  after  soper  playen  he  bjgan. 
And  spak  of  myrthe  among  othur  thingea» 
Whan  that  we  hadde  moad  our  rekenyiigea ; 
And  sayde  thus :  *  Lo,  lordynges,  trewely 
Ye  ben  to  me  right  welcome  hertily : 
For  by  my  trou&e^  if  that  I  schal  not  ly«^ 
I  ne  saogh  this  yeer  so  mery  a  oompanye 
At  oones  in  this  herbergh  as  is  now. 
Fayn  wold  I  do  yow  merthe,  wiste  I  how. 
And  of  a  merthe  I  am  right  now  bythought^ 
To  doon  you  eese,  and  it  schal  ooste  noughU 
Te  goon  to  Caimtorbury;  God  you  speede^ 
The  blisful  martir  quyte  you  youie  meedel 
And  wel  I  woot,  as  ye  gon  by  the  weye. 
Ye  sdiapen  yow  to  talken  and  to  pleye; 
For  trewely  ocHnfbrt  ne  merthe  is  noon 
To  ryde  by  the  were  domb  as  a  stoon; 
And  therfore  wol  I  make  yon  disport^ 
As  I  seyde  erst^  and  do  yon  som  conforl 
And  if  yow  liketh  alle  by  oon  assent 
Now  for  to  standen  at  my  juggement; 
And  for  to  werken  as  I  schal  yon  seye^ 
To  morwe,  whan  ye  riden  by  the  weye^ 
Now  by  my  fadres  soule  that  is  deed. 
But  ye  be  merye,  smyteth  of  myn  heed. 
Hold  up  youre  bond  withoute  more  spechai* 
Onre  eounseil  was  not  longe  for  to  seche; 
Us  thought  it  naa  nat  worth  to  make  it  wyi^* 
And  graunted  him  withoute  more  avys^ 


1  TomaktltamitterofwiMlomor  delibenitloD.    So  fa  ths  JkiMfli 


9Wt,  iCrwiivg  Mtfi  ft  rigaiflM  th«  priMt  OMMlt  it  a  inatttr  of 
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And  bad  him  seie  his  Terdite,  u  Um  lesta. 
'  LordyngeSy'  quoth  he,  *  now  herkeneth  for  ih«  beetei 
But  tidceth  not,  T  pray  yon,  in  disdayn; 
rhia  is  the  poynt^  to  speken  aohort  and  playn, 
rhat  ech  of  yov  to  schorte  with  yonre  waie^ 
<n  this  viage,  schal  telle  tales  tweye, 
'Co  Cauntarbori-ward,  I  mene  it  so/ 
And  hom-ward  he  achal  tellen  othor  tao^ 
^f  aventores  that  ther  han  biiklle. 
And  which  of  yow  that  bereth  him  best  of  alb^ 
'li&t  is  to  seye,  that  telleth  in  this  eaas 
''ales  of  best  sentence  and  of  soiaa^ 
■  '-chal  han  a  soper  at  your  alther  cost 
Aere  in  this  place  sittynge  by  this  post, 
»Vlian  that  we  comen  ageyn  from  (Wturbeiy. 
^Vnd  for  to  make  yon  the  more  mery, 
t  wol  myselven  gladly  with  you  ryde, 
Right  at  myn  owen  cost,  and  be  youre  gyde. 
A.nd  whoso  wole  my  juggement  withseie 
.    Schal  paye  for  al  we  spenden  by  the  weya 
And  if  ye  vouchesauf  that  it  be  so. 
Telle  me  anoon,  withouten  wordes  moo, 
And  I  wole  erely  schappe  me  therfore.' 
This  thing  was  graunted,  and  oure  othus  swore 
With  fill  glad  herte,  and  prayden  him  also 
That  he  would  Touchesauf  for  to  doon  so^ 
And  that  he  wolde  ben  oure  govemour^ 
And  of  our  tales  jugge  and  reportour. 
And  sette  a  souper  at  a  certeyn  prys;  ^ 

And  we  wolde  rewled  be  at  his  devy% 

/mene  It  0, 
And  homteard  he  ehatt  teUen  ofhar  to. 

In  order  to  reconcile  the  original  agreement  with  the  aotnal  niunbtt  oi 
talee  reeoanted.  Bat  beeidee  the  awkardness  of  the  expression,  and 
the  fiact  that  there  it  no  authority  for  it  in  the  ^ISS.,  it  seemt  macb 
freferable  to  adopt  BIr.  Wright's  Judicious  theory,  that  the  poem  waf 
left  in  an  onflnished  state  by  Chaucer  at  his  death,  and  waa  arrangei? 
Ibr  publication,  from  detached  papert,  by  hia  literary  exeentor. 
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In  hejfjti  and  lowe;  and  thus  by  oon  asaenl 
We  been  aoorded  to  bis  ju^ementL 
And  tbempon  tbe  wyn  was  fet  anoon; 
We  dronken,  and  to  reste  wente  ecboon, 
Withonten  eny  lengere  taiyinge. 
A  morwe  "whia  tbat  tbe  day  bigan  to  sprynge^ 
Tip  rooB  oure  oet,  and  was  oure  altbnr  cok,^ 
And  gademd  us  togider  all  in  a  flok^ 
And  fortb  we  riden  a  litel  more  than  poMi' 
Unto  the  waterynge  of  seint  Thomas.' 
And  there  oore  est  bigan  his  hors  areste^ 
And  seyde;  *  Lordna,  herkeneth  ifyow  leste. 
Te  woot  yonre  forward,  and  I  it  yon  reoorda 
If  er^^ong  and  morwe-song  accord  V 
Let  se  now  who  schal  telle  ferst  a  talei 
As  erere  I  moote  drinke  wyn  or  ak^ 
Who  so  be  rebel  to  my  joggement 
Schal  paye  for  al  that  by  the  weye  is  spent 
Now  draweth  cut^*  er  that  we  forther  twynne; 
*    Which  that  hath  the  schortest  schal  bygynne.* 
'  Sire  knight,'  qnoth  he, '  maister  and  my  lord 
Now  draweth  cut,  for  that  is  myn  aoord. 
Cometh  ner/  qnoth  he, '  my  lady  priorease; 
And.ye^  sir  el^k,  lat  be  your  schun&stnesse^ 
Ne  stadieth  nat;  ley  hand  to,  erery  man.' 

Anim  to  dxawen  every  wight  bigan. 
And  sohortly  for  to  tellen  as  it  was, 
Were  it  by  aventore^  or  sort^  or  cas^ 


1  Bm  mitet  p.  loi,  note  3« 
lb  pae$  ! 
MMHi  a  littto  iutn  than  walkiiig,  <.  •.,  at  a  tlow  trot. 

>  Mr.  Wright  M)rs,that  tha  PFaterfcy  <tf  SL  Thomnt,  meatkaad  fra. 
gnaatlj  by  the  old  dramatifts,  was  at  the  Mooiid  mUestona  on  tha  old 
Caataibiirj-road. 

^  Apparently  a  prorerMal  aKprawlon  allodlng  totha  Mrrloai  of  tha 
Choreh,  and  raaaoiag,  if  yon  ara  rnolvad  in  tha  ■wming  to  kaep  tha 
promiaa  mada  ovar  night. 

*  Orair  lots.  Froinart  ealla  It,  Hrtr  d  la  ktigui  ptOOB,  to  draw  ftr 
thakngitew.    Cto, than, MMana, tha atiaw art latodUfttantkagtha. 
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The  seih  is  ihiB,  tlie  eat  fil  to  the  knigH 

Of  wUch  fall  glad  and  blithe  was  every  wif^t; 

And  telle  he  moate  his  tale  as  was  resomi^ 

Bj  forwaid  and  by  compo8icioun» 

As  ye  han  herd;  what  needeth  wordes  moot 

And  whan  this  goode  man  seigh  that  it  was  ao^ 

As  he  that  wys  was  and  obedient 

To  kepe  his  forward  by  his  fre  asaent^ 

He  aeyde:  *  Syn  I  schal  bygynne  the  game^ 

What»  welcome  be  thou  eat,  a  Ooddns  namel* 

Now  lat  us  ryde^  and  hei-knetli  what  I  seye.* 

And  with  that  word  we  ridden  forth  ouie  wejfs; 
And  he  bigan  with  right  a  merie  ehere 
His  tale,  and  seide  right  in  this  manere. 


THB  KNIGHTBS  TALE. 

{Thx  outline  of  this  ial^,  is  taken  from  the  T^ueida,  an 
heroio  poem  in  twelve  books  :by  Booeaoeio.  Tjrwhitt  oon* 
jectnres  that  a  literal  translation  of  th<s  I%eseida  had  already 
appeared  from  the  pen  of  Chaticer,  who  enumerates  it  along 
with  his  other  works  in  the  Legends  oj  Gode  Women,  mider 
the  name  of  Al  the  Love  of  Falanum  and  Areite,  This  trans- 
lation, if  it  ever  existed,  is  now  lost;  but  it  has  reappeared* 
as  he  supposes,  in  the  Cantorhury  Tale$,  oonoentrated  and 
improved  in  this  chaiming  story  of  chivaliy^  so  appropriately 
narrated  by  the  '  perfight,  gentil  knight.' 

The  origin  of  the  story  is  involved  in  obscority.  I^yrwhitt 
thinks  it  scarcely  credible  that  it  is  of  Boccaccio's  own  inven* 
tion;  and  the  assertion  of  the  novelist  that  he  translated  it 
into  '  vulgar  Latin,' meaning  Italian,  from  una  antickiMtima 
Haria,  he  conceives  to  be  a  mere  literary  fiction*  after  the 
manner  of  the  French  writers  of  romances,  who  almost  always 

>  It  if  charseteiittte  of  the  Kni|rht*8  good  bKeding  and  Imowltdfs 
of  the  world  to  tell  hi*  tale  frankly  and  ebeerftilly,  and  witbooft  ssdeaf 
foozingtoi 
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prafait  to  liare  taranskted  from  ioiim  old  Zatm  dironid* 
pt«flenred  at  St  Denys.  He  inclines  to  the  theoiy  that  itia 
of  Qreek  original,  and  that  it  aaaumed  its  present  £bnn  as  • 
popular  zomanoe,  after  this  Norman  princes  had  introdooed 
the  manners  of  chivalfy  into  their  Sicilian   and  Italian 

On  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  remembered  that  th* 
opening  of  the  J^eteida^  as  well  as  of  the  FkiffkUi  TaU^ 
and  many  passages  thronghont  both  poems,  are  palpably 
taken  firom  the  fHMau  of  Statins  i  and  thereforSt  in  the 
abeenoe  of  any  erid^nce  of  the  enstenoe  of  snoh  a  romance  as 
l^^rwfaitt  snpposes,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  ehuming  too  much 
for  Bocoaodo'a  powers  of  inTsntbn,  to  suppose  that  he 
adapted  to  his  conception  of  heroic  times,  derived  from  the 
Tk^baUt  the  veiy  ordinaiy  plot  of  riTsl  lowers  staldng  the 
possession  of  their  mistress  on  the  fortune  of  single  combat. 
The  tneoi^mio  of  (Edipus  at  the  court  of  Laius,  and  the 
sojourn  of  Polynices  at  that  of  Adrastus,  might  have  sug* 
gested  the  idea  of  Ardte*s  return  in  disguise  to  Athens:  and 
if  the  Lsdy  Emilia,  hi  accordance  with  chiyalrous  ideas,  be 
substituted  ibr  the  kingdom  of  Thebes,  and  Palamon  and 
Ardte  ibr  Steodes  and  Pdynices,  the  Tkebait  supplies  the 
story  at  once.  If  this  theory  be  tenable,  the  change  which 
the  story  undergoes  in  its  transition  from  the  spirit  of  the 
i^  mythology,  delighting  in  the  contemplation  of  a  fiunily 
goaded,  from  generation  to  generation,  by  the  decrees  of  fiite 
to  the  commission  of  incest  and  murder  in  theur  most  horxibls 
forms,  to  that  of  Christianity,  even  when  demonlixed  by 
hatred,  jealousy,  and  war,  is  deeply  suggestive. 

In  obedience  to  the  literary  canon  which  requires  that  every 
epic  poem  shall  consist  of  twelve  books,  the  Tketeida  ia 
•welled  by  tedious  descriptions,  which  the  English  poet,  either 
fiom  teste  or  the  necessities  of  his  plan,  hashap^y  curtailed, 
or  wholly  omitted.    In  the  line^^ 

His  ipiryt  duumged  wss,  sad  weatc  thtr 
As  I  osm  ncver,I  can  net  teUen  wber ; 
Therefora  I  itTnt. 

Chaoeer  ia  aupposed  by  Tyrwhitt  to  have  intended  to  lidienb 
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Boocaecio's  pompons  description  of  tlw  paMag«  of  Ardte'i 
•onl  to  Heaven,  and  the  reader  cannot  but  fed  obliged  te 
him  fisr  abridging  the  pedantic  catalogue  given  in  the 
Tketeida  of  the  heroes  of  antiqnily  who  took  part  in  the 
toomament. 

Although  all  readers  mnst  appreciate  Tyrwhitt's  extensive 
leaxnmg  and  sealons  indostry  in  illustrating  I%e  Canterbury 
2}cUe»  from  every  possible  source,  few  will  now  agree  with  his 
critidam  on  the  incongruity  of  Chaucer's  treatment  of  heroic 
salgects.  A  stovy  of  heroic  times,  dothed  in  the  costume  of 
chivaky,  appears  to  him  as  incongruous  as  Macbeth  attired  in 
the  square-tailed  coat  and  knee-breeches  of  the  reign  of 
Creorge  the  Second.  But  if  Chaucer,  instead  of  giving  us 
his  own  conception  of  how  Theseus  looked  and  spoke,  and 
how  Palamon  and  Ardte  loved  and  fought,  had  searched  the 
andents  for  precedents  of  heroic  speeches,  and  classic  loves 
and  combats,  it  may  safely  be  affirmed  that  a  new  edition 
of  I%e  Canterbury  Tales  would  not  now  be  called  for.  The 
poet's  aim  should  be  to  give  an  accurate  picture,  not  necessa- 
rily of  scenes  as  they  actuailly  took  place,  but  of  the  concep- 
tion he  had  of  them  in  his  own  mind.  In  order  to  move  the 
passions  of  his  readers,  it  is  necessary  that  his  descriptions 
should  be  drawn  direct  from  the  stores  of  his  own  experience. 
What  can  be  more  insipid  than  a  cento  from  the  works  of 
the  andents,  in  which  no  word  or  idea  is  permitted  to  appear 
unless  it  be  authenticated,  so  to  speak,  by  classical  authority  P 

But  it  may  still  be  objected,  why  then  lay  the  scene  in 
the  hermc,  rather  than  in  the  chivalrous  ages  P  And  to  this 
it  may  be  answered,  that  the  remoteness  of  the  scene  enables 
the  poet  to  indulge  his  fancy  with  greater  freedom,  and  to 
invest  with  some  degree  of  verisimilitude  adventures  which, 
if  assigned  to  the  contemporary  age,  would  be  rejected  as 
improbable.  It  may  be  added,  also,  that  the  shadowy  and 
mysterious  forms  of  periods  anterior  to  authentic  history  pre- 
dispose the  mind  to  those  emotions  which  it  is  the  poet's 
object  to  awaken. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  that  Chaucer,  like  Shakespeare, 

TOL.  I,  I 
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cared  little  from  whence  he  obtained  the  raw  material  oihoM 
tales,  provided  he  could  impress  them  with  the  stamp  of  lua 
own  geniofl.  He  plagiarises,  not  only  from  others,  bat  even 
from  himself.  This  can  hardly  be  attributed  t«  poverty  ol 
imagination  in  the  author  of  the  JSouse  of  Fame,  It  i4>peara 
rather  to  be  an  instance  of  that  economy  ofgtfdus  obeerrable 
in  the  art  of  the  middle  ages,  when  erery  figure  in  a  picture 
had  its  distinctive  form  and  attitude,  and  when  even  the  colour 
of  each  personage's  dress  was  settled  by  tradition.  The  object 
of  the  artist,  whether  poet,  painter,  or  architect,  was  to  move 
the  passions,  not  to  display  his  own  power  of  invention ;  lie 
therefore,  without  scruple,  adopted  the  historical  form,  or  the 
well-known  legend  \  and  trusted  to  his  mode  of  treatment, 
within  the  prescribed  limits,  for  producing  his  effect.  But» 
in  truth,  the  interest  of  a  poem  is  not  in  the  least  impuredl  by 
the  knowledge  that  the  incidents  are  not  the  product  of  the 
poet's  own  invention ;  on  the  contrary,  if  they  are  supposed  to 
be  founded  on  fact,  the  interest  is  increased.  It  is  when  the 
reader  suspects  that  he  is  called  upon  to  sympathise  with 
feelinge  and  passione  which  the  poet  himsrif  never  felt,  and 
to  picture  to  his  imagination  usages  which  the  poet  him- 
self never  realized,  that  he  resents  the  attempt  to  impose 
upon  him  by  fine  words,  and  to  harrow  his  soul  with  emotioa** 
at  second-hand.  Such  is  not  Chaucer's  plan;  the  leading 
incidents  of  the  story  he  has  received  from  others,  but  the 
conception  and  working  out  of  tlie  characters  are  all  his  own. 
The  reader  feeb  convinced  that,  in  Theseus,  the  poet  has  given 
his  own  idea,  probably  derived  from  actual  observation,  of  a 
chivalrous  monarch,  arbitrary  from,  the  habit  of  command, 
and  hot-tempered,  but  generous  and  easily  appeased;  tenderly 
alive  to  the  fet^lings  and  weaknesses  of  others,  and  endowed 
Irith  that  light-hearted  gaiety  and  keen  appreciation  of 
Aumour,  which  are  so  oHen  observed  to  accompany  high 
breeding  and  a  noble  nature. 

T3rrwhitt,  in  his  matter-of-fiici  way,  has  noticed  three  prin* 
dpal  circumstances  in  which  Chaucer,  departing  from  his 
criginalf  has  shown  hia  attperiority  in  the  knowledge  of 
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ktmuniiuitare  and  in  poetical  jadgment.  '  i.  Byanppoaing 
£mili*  toba  laen  first  by  Falamoiit  ha  givea  liim  an  advan* 
ta^a  <nrar  his  rivals  which  makes  the  catastrophe  more  conso- 
nant to  poetical  justice,  a.  Tlie  picture  which  Boccaccb  has 
exhibited  of  two  yomig  princes,  Tiolently  enamooxed  of  the 
same  olgect  without  jealonsy  or  rirakhip,  if  not  absolutely 
unnatural,  is  certainly  very  insipid  and  unpoeticaL  3.  Aa  no 
oonBeqaenoo  is  to  follow  from  their  being  seen  by  Emili*  at 
this  tame»  it  is  better,  I  think,  to  sappose,  as  Chancer  has 
done,  that  they  are  not  seen  by  her.*  He  might  have  added, 
that  a  strict  adherence  to  the  TAeseida  in  this  last  particular, 
would  have  deprived  Theseus  of  one  capital  point  in  his 
witty  reflections  upon  the  folly  of  lovers.] 

TT7HIL0M,  as  olde  stories  tellen  ns, 
^  V    Thar  was  a  duk  that  highte  Theseus ; 
Of  Athenes  he  was  lord  and  goTemoor, 
And  in  his  tyme  swich  a  conquerour^ 
That  grctter  was  ther  non  under  the  senna 
Ful  many  a  ricbe  contra  hadda  he  wonne; 
That  wi^  his  wisdam  and  his  chivalrie 
He  conquered  al  the  regno  of  Femyny  V 
That  whilom  was  i-clep>ed  Cithea ;' 
And  weddede  the  queen  Ipolita, 
And  brought  hire  boom  with  him  in  his  oontrC 
With  moche  gloria  and  gret  solempnit^ 
And  eek  hire  yonge  suster  Emelye. 
And  thus  with  victorie  and  with  melodye 
Lete  I  this  noble  duk  to  Athenes  ryde^ 
And  al  his  ost,  in  armes  him  biside. 
And  certes,  if  it  nere  to  long  to  heere^ 
I  wolde  hen  told  yow  fully  the  manere. 
How  wonnen  was  the  regno  of  Femenye 
By  Theseus,  and  by  his  chivalrya; 
Ajid  of  the  gprete  bataille  for  the  nones 
Bytwix  Athenes'  and  the  Amazones; 

1  Kiasdoia  of  the  Amawinii,  w  eaUcd  from/asniifki,  a  womaat 
*  Sqrthia.  s  AUunUai.      ^ 

I  2 


116  THE  CUkBTERBUBT  TAUS. 

And  how  aaegid  was  Ypolita, 
The  £ure  hardy  qujen  of  Githea; 
And  of  the  feste  that  was  at  hire  weddyn^ 
And  of  the  tempest^  at  hire  hoom  comynge  ; 
Bat  al  that  thing  I  most  as  now  forbere, 
I  have,  God  wot^  a  large  feeld  to  ere, 
And  wayke  ben  the  oxen  in  my  plough. 
The  remenannt  of  the  tale  is  long  inough  *  * 
I  wol  not  lette  eek  non  of  a^  this  rowte 
Lat  every  felawe  telle  his  tale  abonte. 
And  lat  see  now  who  schal  the  soper  wynne^ 
And  ther  I  lafle,  I  wolde  agayn  begynne. 
This  dukf  of  whom  I  make  mencioun, 
Whan  he  was  comen  almost  unto  the  toon, 
In  al  his  wele  and  in  his  moste  pryde. 
He  was  war,  as  he  cast  his  eyghe  aside, 
Wher  that  ther  kneled  in  the  hye  weye 
A  companye  of  ladies,  tweye  and  tweye, 
Ech  after  other,  clad  in  clothes  blake; 
But  such  a  cry  and  such  a  woo  they  make^ 
That  in  this  world  nys  creature"  lyvynge, 
That  herde  such  another  waymentynge, 
And  of  that  cry  ne  wolde  they  never  stenten. 
Til  they  the  reynes  of  his  bridel  henten. 
*  What  folk  be  ye  that  at  mjm  horn  comynge 
Pertourben  so  my  feste  with  cryengef 
Quod  Theseus, '  have  ye  so  gret  envye 
Of  niyn  honour,  that  thus  oompleyne  and  crief 

I  Tyrwhitt  for  tm^teMt  read*  temple,  on  the  anthoritj  of  two  US8^ 
tnd  tapporta  his  reading  bf  a  reference  to  the  TheaetdOt  which  «afi 
aothing  of  a  tempest,  but,  on  the  contrary,  itates  that  the  pastagi^-- 

*  Tofto  ibmito  (flnito?)  fli  e  eenxa  pene ;' 
whereas  Theseus  Is  represented  as  making  an  oiTering.on  his  retnrm,  in 
the  Temple  of  Pallas,  on  the  same  principle  on  which  the  knight 
makes  his  pilgrimage  to  the  shrine  of  St.  Thomas,  on  his  safe  return 
fttmi  the  wars.  Mr.  Wright,  however,  njects  TyrwhitfB  reading,  eon* 
dderlng  the  HSS.  not  of  sufficient  authority.  And  it  must  be  owned 
that  to  expreu  a  pilgrimage  to  a  temple  by  the  word  '  lenylr  is  Yery 
vnainiL 

s  This  wofd  li  slwnyt  a  trisyllable,  m  ia  Frcadkc 
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Or  who  hath  jcnr  miBboden,  or  oflSendidt 
And  telkih  me  if  it  may  b^  ameadid ; 
And  why  that  ye  ben  olad  thui  al  in  bhkf 

The  oldest  lady  of  hem  alle  spak, 
"When  Bche  had  swowned  with  a  dedly  cbere^ 
That  it  was  roathe  for  to  seen  or  heere; 
And  seyde :  *  Lord,  to  whom  Fortune  hath  g«?ai 
'Viotorie^  and  as  a  ecmqueronr  lyven,^ 
Noof^t  greveth  us  yoore  glorie  and  honour; 
Bnt  we  besdcen  mercy  and  soconr. 
Hare  mercy  on  oure  woo  and  onre  distreaae. 
8om  drope  of  pitee,  thtirgh  yoare  gentilnease^ 
XTppon  na  wrecchede  wommen  hit  thou  &IIa> 
For  certos,  lord,  ther  nya  noon  of  ua  alle^ 
That  ache  nath  ben  a  duchease  or  a  qneene; 
Now  be  we  caytifs,  as  it  ia  well  aeene: 
Thanked  be  Fortune,  and  hire  false  wheel. 
That  noon  estat  aasureth  to  ben  weeL 
And  oertus,  lord,  to  abiden  youre  presence 
Here  in  the  temple  of  the  goddeaae  Clemenoe 
We  han  ben  waytynge  a!  this  fourtenight; 
Now  helpe  us,  lord,  syn  it  ia  in  thy  might. 
I  wrecche,  which  that  wepe  and  waylle  thu% 
Waa  whilom  wyf  to  kyng  Capaneui^ 
That  starf  at  Thebes,  cursed  be  that  day; 
And  alle  we  that  ben  in  thia  airay. 
And  maken  ail  this  lamcntacioon. 
We  leften  alle  ourn  housbondes  at  the  toon* 
Whil  that  the  sege  ther  aboute  lay. 
And  yet  the  olde  Creon,  welaway  t 
That  lord  is  now  of  Thebes  the  citee^ 
Fulfilde  of  ire  and  of  iniquity 
He  for  despyt^  and  for  his  Qrrannyc^ 
To  do  the  deeds  bodyea  ^ilonye^ 


I  Tyrwbitt*!  reading  to  Fywii,  hj  mtklDg  *  ilcton*  o&e  fbot,  Improvtt 
the  metre,  though  it  giree  a  redundant  qrUable.  It  aeemt  imposiiblt 
toicaa  tht  Uae  aa  it  her*  ttaiida. 
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Of  alle  ours  lordasi  which  that  hen  i-dav«^ 
Hath  alle  the  bodies  on  an  heep  y-drawe^ 
And  wol  not  soffiren  hem  hy  noon  aaaeni 
Nother  to  ben  y-boried  nor  y-brent^ 
But  maketh  hoondes  ete  hem  in  despite^* 
And  with  that  word,  withovite  more  respite^ 
They  fiUen  gnif,  and  criden  pitously, 
*  Have  on  us  wreoched  wonunen  som  mercy. 
And  lat  cure  sorwe  synken  in  thyn  herte.' 
This  gentiL  duke  doun  from  his  courser  sterfce 
With  herte  pitous,  whan  he  herde  hem  spekci 
Him  thoughte  that  his  herte  wolde  breke, 
Whan  he  seyh  hem  so  piteous  and  so  maat^ 
That  whilom  weren  of  so  gret  estat 
And  in  his  armes  he  hem  all  up  hente, 
And  hem  oonforteth  in  ful  good  entente; 
And  swor  his  oth,  as  he  was  trewe  knight^ 
He  wolde  do  so  ferforthly  his  might 
Upon  the  tyraunt  Creon  hem  to  wreke^ 
That  all  the  people  of  Greoe  scholde  speke 
How  Creon  was  of  Theseus  y-served. 
As  he  that  hath  his  deth  ri^^t  wel  deserred. 
And  light  anoon,  withoute  eny  abood 
His  baner  he  deq[>layethy*  and  forth  rood 


«  TlM  diipkyinf  of  tlM  buuMr  was  tiM  tmuMu  M  tht  troopt  tt 
MMmbl«  Ibr  mllttwr  Mnioe.  So  when  ChartM  I.  finrmallj  dit* 
pUrcd  th€  roftl  ftaadaHl,  be  intended  by  that  eet  to  inert  Idf  ptci»- 
fftttTe.  denied  by  the  Perliament,  of  eaUinf  oat  the  nUltta,  then  the 
enlj  mOliary  Ibroe  of  the  kiogdom.  The  following  deeeriiittoii  of  tbo 
tanner  or  ttaadard  of  Richard  I.  wmj  aenre  to  illustrate  this  paasafO). 
*  It  wna  fSmned  of  a  loog  beam,  like  the  mast  of  a  ship*  made  of  most 
aolid  ceUed  work,  on  four  wheels,  pat  together  with  Joints,  bound  with 
Iron,  and  to  nU  appearance  no  sword  or  axe  eoald  est,  or  fire  ii^are  il. 
A  chosen  body  of  soldieri  were  generallj  appointed  to  gnnrd  it,  espo* 
dallj  in  a  combat  on  the  plains,  lest  hy  anr  hostile  attaek  It  shooM  be 
broken  or  fUl  down;  for  if  it  foU  by  any  accident,  the  army  woold  be 
dispersed  and  pnt  into  eonfosion.  For  they  are  dismayed  when  It  does 
not  ivpoar,  and  think  that  their  general  mast  be  orereone  I7  foint* 
heartedness  when  they  do  not  see  his  standard  flying. . . .  Near  it  the 
weak  are  strengthened,  the  woanded  soldiers,  eren  those  of  rank  and 
eelebffty,  who  fUlia  thabaUle.  aio  Mcriad  to  it»  and  tt  it  etOed  tht 
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To  Thebei-ward,  ajid  al  his  oort  bjajfli; 
No  ner  Athenes  wolde  he  go  ne  lydio^ 
Ne  take  his  eeae  fully  half  a  day, 
But  onward  on  hia  waye  that  nyght  he  laj; 
And  aente  anoon  YpoHta  the  qaeeDe, 
And  Emelye  hir  youge  suater  Bchene^ 
Unto  the  toun  of  Athenea  to  dwelle; 
And  forth  he  ryt;  ther  is  no  more  to  telle. 

The  reede  statue  of  Man  with  apere  and  taifs 
So  aehyneth  in  his  white  baner  large^ 
Thai  flJle  the  feeldes^  gliteren  up  and  doim; 
And  by  his  baner  was  bom  his  pynoun 
Of  gold  fill  liche,  in  which  ther  was  i-bete 
The  Minatour  which  tliat  he  slough  in  Crete; 
Thus  lyt  this  duk,  thus  ryt  this  oomfueronri 
And  in  his  cost  of  chevaliie  the  flour, 
Til  that  he  cam  to  Thebes,  and  alighte 
Fayie  in  a  feeld  wher  as  he  thoughte  to  fi^ie. 
But  schortly  for  to  i^ken  of  this  thing. 
With  Creou,  wliich  Uiat  was  of  Thebes  kyug^ 
He  faught,  and  sloufi^li  him  manly  as  a  knight 
In  l)le3'n  bataille,  «iii(l  jmtte  hi:«  folk  to  flight; 
And  by  assault  iic  wau  the  cit^  at'tur, 
And  rente  doun  bothe  wal,  and  sparre,  and  raftor; 
And  to  the  ladies  he  restored  agayn 
The  bones  of  here  housbondes  that  were  alajn^ 
To  do  exequies,  as  was  tho  the  gyse. 
But  it  wer  al  to  long  for  to  devyse 
The  grete  clamour  and  the  waymentynge 
Which  that  the  ladies  made  at  the  brennynge. 

'  fUadard/  ftom  its  itanding  a  mott  compact  tl^al  to  tba  arm/.'— 
JKfurtirr  ^  JUokard  I, and  otken totiuHdy  LoHd,  by  OaonvBr  of 
VixtAur. 

>  Tte  /f«ldto  tha  heraldic  term  for  the  i^und  vpon  whidi  thoTartoaa 
charges,  aa  they  are  called,  are  emblazoned.  The  banner  was  laifa 
and  broad,  and  upon  it  was  emblaaoncd  the  knight's  coat  of  arms.  Tha 
pennon  was  small,  forked,  and  usually  bore  his  personal  device  or  crest. 
The  whole  of  this  description  is  taken  <h>m  the  ThehaUt  lib.  zii.  Tha 
aontrast,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  similarity  between  the  heroic  and 
Uie  ehlTalnms  ideas  is  ciuioas. 
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Of  the  bodjesy  and  the  giete  honoar 
That  Theseus  the  noble  oonquerour 
Both  to  the  ladjes^  whan  they  irtm  him  wente. 
But  schortly  for  to  telle  is  myn  entente. 
Whan  that  this  worthy  duk,  this  ThesenSy 
Hath  Creon  alajn,  and  Thebes  wonne  thus, 
Stille  in  the  ieelde  he  took  al  night  his  reste^ 
And  dide  with  al  the  oontr^  as  him  leste. 

To  ransake  in  the  caa^  of  bodyes  dede 
Hem  for  to  streepe  of  bernejs  uid  of  wede^ 
The  pilooTS  diden  buainesse  and  cure^ 
After  the  bataile  and  disoomfiture. 
And  so  byfil,  that  in  the  cas  thei  founds^ 
Thux]g^  girt  with  many  a  grerous  blody  wounda^ 
Two  yonge  knightes  liggyng  by  and  by^ 
Both  in  oon'  armes  clad  ful  richely ; 
Of  whiche  two,  Arcite  hight'  that  oon. 
And  that  othur  knight  hight  Palamon. 
Nat  fully  quyk,  ne  fully  deed  they  were^ 
But  by  here  ooote  annure,  and  by  here  gers^ 
Herauides  knewe  hem  wel  in  specia], 
Ab  they  that  weren  of  the  blood  real 
Of  Thebes,  and  of  sistren  tuo  i-bom. 
.  Out  of  the  dhaas  the  pilours  ban  hem  torn. 
And  ban  hem  caried  softe  unto  the  tente 
Of  Theseus^  and  ful  sone  he  hem  sente 

« iBiteftdof  0»iaUiltUne.M4ldlawiiith«jni^ftfat7lifr,gpff(fittBd 
TyTwhittreidtooffiiieuiing  heap,  M  in  modem  Frenehte«.  Kr.Wrigbt 
Bdopto  Um  reuling  given  in  the  text  fttnn  the  Heri.  and  other  HSS^  but 
doM  not  attempt  to  explain  it;  nor  Indeed  6om  It  f«eni  eapable  of  a  «ti»- 
SMtory  explanation.  (The  rif^t  word  to  tat,  which  means  a  heap.— W.W  A] 

•  Bearing  the  mbm  ooat  of  arme,  which  denoted  that  thej  belonged 
tD  the  tame  home.  Even  In  Homer  there  are  indieatlons  of  the  Idea  of 
coat  armour,  bat  it  wae  not  until  much  later  that  partienlar  ooatt  were 
appniprtated  to  fluniUee.  This  it,  therefore,  an  anachronism,  as  la 
Indeed  the  whole  poem. 

*  Preterite  tense  of  the  Terb  to  haten,  to  be  ealled.  Tyrwhltt,  In  a 
note  npon  this  word,  sa/e,  *  It  Is  difficult  to  determine  what  part  d 
speech  It  is.*  Bot  It  appears  eridently  to  be  a  Terb,  of  neater  form 
■ad  pasdTS  signification,  ezaetlf  analogoos  to  the  Latin  eajNilo,  to  bt 
beatea.  The  moden  Genua  la  JMiam,  with  th«  same  meaalof. 
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Tatheaoiefl,  for  to  dwellen  in  prfBOim 

Peipetaeily,  he  wolde  no  raunoeoim. 

And  this  dak  whan  he  hadde  ihm  i-dooB, 

He  took  hiB  host,  and  horn  he  ryt  anoon 

With  lanrer  crowned  as  a  conqueronr; 

And  there  he  lyveth'  in  joje  and  in  honour 

Tenne  of  his  lyf ;  what  wolle  ye  wordes  moot 

And  in  a  tour,  in  angwische  and  in  woo^ 

This  Pahunon,  and  his  felawe  Ardte, 

For  evermoy  ther  may  no  gold  hem  quyteb 

This  passeth  yeer  hy  yeer,  and  day  hy^day. 

Till  it  fel  oones  in  a  morwe  of  May 

That  Emelie,  that  fairer  was  to  seene 

Than  is  the  lilie  on  hire  stalkes  grene. 

And  fresscher  than  the  May  with  floures  newe-«k 

For  with  the  rose  colour  t^po£  hire  hewe^ 

I  not  which  was  the  fyner  of  hem  two— 

£r  it  was  day,  as  sohe  was  wont  to  do, 

Sche  was  arisen,  and  al  redy  dight ; 

For  May  wole  have  no  aloggardye  a  night. 

The  sesoun  priketh  every  gentil  herte, 

And  maketh  him  out  of  his  sleepe  sterte^ 

And  seith,  '  Ar3r8,  and  do  thin  observance^* 

This  maked  £melye  han  remembrance 

To  do  honour  to  May,'  and  for  to  lysa 

I-dothed  was  sche  fr^sh  for  to  devyse. 

1  He  lyreth  must  be  retd  ••  one  foot  i  another  SnsttDoe  of  the  rait 
■o  oommeii  in  Letio  and  Greek  metrea,  of  oooaidering  two  aiMrt  nnao- 
eented  ^Uoblei  eqaiTalent  to  one  long. 

s  Tfaeretom  of  genial  weather  in  Hay  has  inretted  tUa  month,  la 
theeostoais  of  all  nations,  with  something  of  a  festive  character,  gee 
<hrid*S  FatH,  lib.  t.  The  Roman  Catholic  devotion  to  the  blessed  Virgin 
in  Maj,  and  onr  own  Whitsnntlde  holidays,  are  indications  of  the  same 
feeling.  It  was.until  very  lately,  the  custom  in  remote  places  fbryouthi 
and  nmidens  to  go  into  the  fields  before  simrise,snd  bring  home  In  gay 
procession  boaghs  of  trees,  with  which  they  decorated  the  church  and 
their  honsea.  The  Hay-pole  ia  not  yet  quite  abandoned.  Stubbs,  in 
the  Anatomie  of  Abuses,  i585,  p.  94,  says—*  Against  Male,  every  parishes 
towne,  and  village,  assembled  thcmpelves  together,  bothe  men,  women, 
and  children,  olde  and  younge,  even  all  indifferently,  and  either  going 
tU  together,  or  devldyng  themselves  into  companies*  they  goe,  some  ts 
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Eire  yolwe  beer  mm  bnnrdid  in  a  1 

Byhynde  hire  bak,  a  jerde  long  I  j^ 

And  in  the  gard yn  at  tiie  aonne  npriata 

8che  walketh  up  and  donn  wher  as  hire  lista 

Sche  gadereth  flouxea,  V^^  whyte  and  xeede^ 

To  make  a  sotel^  gerland  for  hire  heede^ 

And  M  an  aungel  hevenly  tdie  aon^ 

The  grete  tour,  that  iras  eo  thikke  and  strong 

Whidi  of  the  castel  was  the  eheef  dongeonnt' 

(Ther  as  this  knightes  werenin  prisonnt 

Of  which  I  tolde  yow,  and  telle  acfaal) 

Was  evene  joynyng  to  the  gardeyn  im, 

Ther  as  thb  £mely  hadde  hire  pleyyng. 

Bright  was  the  aonne,  and  deer  that  morwenynge^ 

And  Palamon,  this  woful  priaonery 

As  was  his  wone,  by  leye  of  his  gayler 

Was  risen,*  and  romed  in  a  chambre  on  heigh. 

In  which  he  al  the  noble  cite  seigh. 


Um  woodtt  ud  sroviai,*oiBe  to  tlM  hilli  utd  monteiBM,  mmm  to  cm 

CMO.  tooM  to  mother,  where  they  epend  all  the  night  ia  pMtimci,eiid 
the  moralage  they  retium,  bringins  with  them  birche  bowei  aad 
bnuiehee  of  treei  to  d«!efc  their  UMmhlto  wlthaUe/— See  Alio  Jtfid- 
mmmeringktt  Drtaai,  Aet  L,  eeene  i. 

I  The  Htri.  X8.  rada  eerUgn,  wMeh  mcm  ■nifwrins.  flotol  is 
ftwn  Tyrwiiitt,  and  tigniilee,  of  oovfee,  earioutly  or  suhtiy  bndded. 
The  twlnias  of  gurlaadt  of  the  young  branehei  and  flowfn  always 
Ibrmed  a  principal  part  of  tlie  May-day  ritea.  In  a  bnilnd  aalled 
tha  aUkwnUtt  LjflB,  printed  aboot  idjo^  we  are  toldy— 

•UpontheilritofMaj. 
With  gariandfl  fbeth  and  gay. 
With  mirth  and  masle  ewect. 

They  pane  their  thne  away.' 

The  Anvhowi,  eometimee  called  the  doiifoii  keep,  fkom  taq^  whlek 
meant  goard.  It  waa  the  principal  guard  of  the  caetle,  in  conea- 
quence  of  iti  strength.  Beneath  the  keep  were  the  raoltt  In  whieh 
pritoneri  were  eonflned,  whence  the  modem  acceptation  of  the  word 
dungeon. 

s  Wiae  Heem  mnit  be  coneidered  aa  one  Ibot  fbr  theiake  of  the  matra, 
sad  the  iasl  «  la  ekambn  mnU  be  elided  belbri  tb« 
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And  eek  tbe  gardeyn,  f al  of  braiiiidiM  mM^ 

Ther  aa  the  firanhe  Emelye  the  eoheene^ 

Was  in  hize  walk,  and  romed  up  and  doniL 

This  aorwefnl  prisoner,  this  Palamon, 

Qooth  in  the  chambre  rom3mg  to  and  frO| 

And  to  himself  compleynjng  of  his  woo; 

That  he  was  bom,  ftil  ofte  he  sayd,  alaa! 

And  so  byfel,  by  ayenture  or  oas^ 

That  thnrgh  a  wyndow  thikke  and  many  a  bam 

Of  iren  greet  and  squar  as  eny  qparre^ 

He  oast  his  eyen  npon  Emely% 

And  therwithal  he  bleynte  and  oryed,  al 

AlS  that  he  stongen  were  nnto  the  herte. 

And  with  that  orye  Ancite  anon  np  sterte^ 

And  seyde,  '  Cosyn  myn,  what  eyleth  the^ 

That  art  so  pale  and  deadly  for  to  seet 

Why  crydestowf '  who  hath  the  doon  offenoet 

For  Gk)ddes  Ioto,  tAk  al  in  padenee 

Cure  prisDun,  for  it  may  non  oihir  be; 

Fortune  hath  geren  us  this  adyersit& 

8om  wikke  aspect  or  disposicioun 

Of  Satume,  by  sum  constelladoun. 

Hath  geren  us  this,  although  we  hadde  it  swtxm; 

Ho  stood  the  heven  whan  that  we  were  bom ; 

We  moete  endure  it :  this  is  the  schort  and  plejn.* 

This  Palamon  answered,  and  seyde  ageya, 
*  Cosyn,  for  sothe  of  this  opynyoun 
Thou  hast  a  veyn  ymaginacioun. 
This  prisoun  caused  me  not  tor  to  oySL 
But  I  was  hturt  right  now  thurgh  myn  yhe 
■         .   ■  f.   ■  ■       

t  la  lb*  ortiuisnphy  of  th«  MS.  iVooi  whieh  th*  toact  it  dotrtd, 
weht  M  in  modern  Gcrnianf  hat  tii*  sane  foiM  m  ak. 

*  Cr$dmio»t  for  aritdstthouf  So  teistow ibr  Mye«t  Aon,  tkfMtm 
fbr  tU^teat  ihcu.  It  often  happens  that  the  difficulty  of  nnderftandlog 
old  EBKliBh  depends  entirely  upon  the  orthography;  when  a  passage 
therefore  appears  to  be  unintelligible,  an  excellent  way,  sometimes,  ol 
ascertaining  the  meaning  is  to  read  it  aloud,  and  to  be  guided  entirely 
\f  the  sound,  as  in  reading  Uia  FomHU  Jftm, 
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Into  mjn  lierte,  that  wol  mj  bane  ba. 

The  fiurneflse  of  the  lady  that  I  see 

Tonde  in  the  gardjn  rome  to  and  trOf 

la  oaose  of  my  oryying  and  my  wa 

I  not  whethur  ache  be  womman  or  godde 

Bat  Yenua  ia  it^  aothly  aa  I  geaae.* 

And  therwiihal  on  kneea  adoun  he  fil, 

And  aeyde :  '  Yenua,  if  it  be  yoore  wil 

Tow  in  thia  gardyn  thua  to  tranafigore^ 

Bifom  me  aorwfnl  wrecched  creatare» 

Out  of  thia  priaonn  help  that  we  may  acapc* 

And  if  ao  be  oure  deatine  be  achape 

By  eterne  word  to  deyen  in  priaomiy 

Of  onre  lynage  hayeth  aam  oompaaaionn, 

That  IE  ao  lowe  y-brought  by  tyrannye.' 

And  with  that  word  A^te  gan  eapye 

Wher  aa  thia  lady  romed  to  and  fra 

And  with  that  eight  hire  beante  hurt  him  ao. 

That  if  that  Palamon  waa  wounded  aore, 

Ardte  ia  hurt  aa  moche  aa  he,  or  morOi 

And  with  a  aigh  he  aeyde  pitoualy : 

'  The  freiaache  beaute  aleeth  me  aodeynly 

Of  hir  that  rometh  yonder  in  the  place; 

And  but  I  haye  hir  mercy  and  hir  grace. 

That  I  may  aee  hir  atte  leate  weye, 

I  nam  but  deed;  ther  nya  no  more  to  aeye^ 

Thia  Palamon,  whan  he  tho  wordea  herde, 

Diroitoualy  he  loked,  and  anawerde: 

*  "Wiiether  aeiatow  in  emeat  or  in  pley t* 

'  Nay,*  quoth  Aroite,  '  in  emeat  in  good  fey. 
Ck)d  helpe  me  ao,  me  luat  ful  eyele  pleye.* 
Thia  Palamon  gan  knytte  hia  browea  tweye: 

*  It  nere,*  quod  he,  *  to  the  no  gret  honour, 
For  to  be  &la,  ne  for  to  be  traytour 

To  me,  that  am  thy  ooayn  and  thy  brother 
I"«wore*  fill  deepe,  and  ech  of  ua  to  other, 
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That  never  for  to  deyen  in  the  payne,* 
Til  that  deeth  departe  achal  ns  twajoie^ 
I^eyiher  of  ns  in  love  to  hynder  other, 
Ke  in  non  other  cas,  my  leeve  brother; 
But  that  then  achnldest  trewly  farther  me 
In  eveiy  caaa,  and  I  achal  forther  tha 
This  was  thyn  othe,  and  mjn  eek  oertayn; 
I  wot  right  wely  thou  darst  it  nat  withaajik 
Thus  art  thou  of  my  counaeil  out  of  doute. 
And  now  thou  woldest  falaly  ben  aboute 
To  love  my  lady,  whom  I  love  and  serve. 
And  evere  schal,  unto  m3m  herte  sterve. 
Kow  oertes,  fals  Arcite,  thou  schal  not  sa 
I  loved  hir  first,  and  tolde  the  my  woo 
As  to  my  counseil,  and  to  brother  sworn 
To  forther  me,  as  I  have  told  bifom. 
For  which  thou  art  i-bounden  as  a  knight 
To  helpe  me,  if  it  lay  in  thi  mig^t^ 
Or  elles  art  thou  fals,  I  dar  wel  sayn.* 
This  Arcite  ful  proudly  spak  agayn. 
*  Thou  schalt,*  quoth  he,  *  be  rather  fals  than  L 
But  thou  art  fals,  I  telle  the  uttirly. 


BBCc  in  10T0  and  war  were  oommon  to  the.beroio  and  ehiralrooi  affM^ 
Tbcaena  and  Fdrithoiu,  Achilles  and  Patrodiu,  Fylades  and  Orastciy 
K7«ii«  and  Enryaliu,  and,  in  the  T/ubaU,  Tydena  and  Polynices,  an 
Instaneca  familiar  to  e^-ery  one,  in  the  former  period ;  in  the  Jatter, 
czamplei  may  be  found  in  innumerable  romanoes.  Aothentie  history 
Itamiiiiei  many  similar  cases,  of  which  we  have  an  bateresting  illustra- 
tion in  a  book  entitled  Andent  Irish  IlistorieM,  in  which  are  narrated 
the  adTantures  of  Sir  John  de  Courcy  and  Sir  Armoric  da  St.  Law- 
rence, Konnan  loiiglits,  and  ancestors  of  the  present  Lords  Klnsale  and 
Howth,  to  whom  Henry  II.  had  granted  districts  in  Ireland,  and  who. 
la  Tirtoa  of  a  compact  of  this  son,  rendered  each  other  valuable  asaist> 
■Bce  in  their  continual  wars  with  the  wild  Irish  or  kerns. 

■  A  translation  of  n  French  expression.  Froissart,  quoted  by 
Tyrwbltt,  relates,  that  Edward  III.  declared  he  would  not  retora 
'Jusqoes  k  tant  quil  aurolt  fin  de  guerre,  ou  paiz  k  sa  sufllsance,  cu  k 
SOD  grand  honneor;  o«  U  mounvU  en  la  peine.*— See  also  Homanet  ti 
Ube  /foM,  ToL  !▼.  p.  116. 

•  AU  that  ye  nine  is  but  in  TalM^ 
Ifa  Win  lever  die  in  tha  paiaa^' 


IM  TUX  CASTEBBCBT  TALBI. 

For  far  aiiMmr*  I  loTed  hir  first  then  thow. 

What  wolt  thou  saynt  thou  wost  not  jit  now 

Whether  ache  be  a  womman  or  goddena 

Th jn  is  aifeocioiin  of  holynesse, 

And  myn  is  love,  as  of  a  creature; 

For  which  I  tolde  the  myn  ayenture 

As  to  my  cosyn,  and  my  brother  swoin. 

Ipose,'  that  thou  lovedest  hire  bifom; 

woet  thou  nat  wel  the  olde  cierkes*  sawe^ 

That  who  schal  geve  a  lover  eny  lawe^ 

Lore  is  a  grettere  lawe,  by  my  pan,* 

Then  may  be  geve  to  eny  erthly  mant 

Therfore  poeityf  lawe,  and  such  decree 

Is  broke  alway  for  love  in  ech  d^pree. 

A  man  moot  needes  love  maugre  his  heed. 

He  may  nought  fle  it,  though  he  schulde  be  deed, 

Al  be  sohe  mayde,  or  be  sclie  widewe  or  wy£ 

And  that  it  is  nat  likly  al  thy  lyf 

To  stonden  in  hire  grace,  no  more  schal  I; 

For  wel  thou  wost  thyselven  verrilyy 

That  thou  and  I  been  dampned  to  prisoun 

Peipetuelly,  us  gayneth  no  raunsoun. 

We  stryre,  u  doth  the  houndes  for  the  boon. 

They  foughte  al  day,  and  yit  here  part  was  noon; 

Ther  com  a  kyte,  whil  that  they  were  wrothe^ 

And  bar  awey  the  boon  bitwixe  hem  bothe 

And  therfore  at  the  kynges  courts  my  brother, 

Eohe  man  for  himself,  ther  is  non  other. 

Love  if  the  list ;  for  I  love  and  ay  schal; 

And  aothly,  leeve  brother,  this  is  aL 

)  In  tht  wmj  of  lore.  Ton  loved  her  u  a  matter  of  leUfloa,  tap* 
podSff  her  to  be  the  foddeee  Venus.  The  cxpreaeion  to  lofo,  pat  awewr, 
wu  alio  need  In  contradtottmction  to  ohaite  toret  beooe  thonodefm 
MbftantlTe  paramour. 

*  M  pom^  I  pvt  It,  that  le.  I  enppoee,  fbr  the  eake  of  i 

>  The  •  olerke  *  to  BoetMnt,  and  the  proverb  to 
DO  VmtQiatim§,  Ub.  UL  meHa.^ 

•  Onto  legem  dot  amaatRwi  t 
MiOorlexaflMreetcihL' 

«  IjfBar  pea  ■aiMbralB-paa  or  iksIL 
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Eke  in  this  priaouB  moote  ire  endure^ 

And  every  of  nt  Uke  his  aventara* 

Gret  was  the  stryf  and  long  bjtwixe  hem  tweje. 

If  that  I  hadde  lejsir  for  to  seje; 

But  to  the  effect    It  happed  on  a  day, 

(To  telle  it  yow  as  schortly  as  I  may) 

▲  worthy  dak  that  highte  Perotheaa^ 

That  felav^  was  to  the  dnk  Theseos 

Byn  tiiilke  day  that  they  were  children  lyts^ 

Was  come  to  Athenen,  his  felawe  to  Tisite^ 

And  for  to  pley,  as  he  was  wont  to  do, 

For  in  this  world  he  loved  noman  so: 

And  he  loved  him  as  tendorly  agayn* 

So  wel  they  loved,  as  olde  bookes  sayn. 

That  whan  that  oon  was  deed,  sothly  to  telle, 

His  f^dawe  went  and  songht  him  doon  in  helle/ 

Bnt  of  that  story  lyst  me  nought  to  write. 

Ihik  Perothens  loved  wel  Andte^ 

And  hadda  him  knowe  at  Thebes  yeer  by  yeer; 

And  fynally  at  requeste  and  prayer 

Of  Perothens^  withonte  any  rannsoon 

Dnk  Theseus  him  leet  out  of  prisoun, 

Frely  to  go,  wher  him  lust  over  al. 

In  such  a  gyse,  as  I  you  telle  schaL 

This  was  the  forward,  playnly  to  endite^ 

Betwixe  Theseus  and  him  Ardte : 

That  if  so  were,  that  Arcite  were  founde 

£vere  in  his  lyf,  by  daye  or  night,  o  stound 

In  eny  oontre  of  this  Theseus, 

And  he  were  caught,  it  was  aoorded  thii% 


>  mother  in  timi.  8ceonf<  p.  i»4.not«  i.  •  TheMot  did  bM  only 
ffilcftie  him  (Pdrtthoot)  of  all  the  damage  he  had  done,  hvt  reqneitcd 
him  he  would  hecome  hii  Mend  and  brother  in  anna.  Hereopon  thej 
vera  presently  sworn  brothers  in  the  field.'— Piataboi,  JUvef,  !»&•> 
lated  by  Sir  Thomaa  North..  Knifrht,  i63i. 

3  An  allosion  to  Theseus  accompanying  Pdrithoos  in  hii  ezpeditioo 
to  cany  off  Proserpina,  daughter  oi  Aidoneus,  king  of  the  Uolosslani, 
when  both  were  taken  prisoners,  and  Peirithous  torn  in  pieoea  hf  the 
aof  Cerberoa.— PLirTASCB,  Tkum$, 
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That  with  a  sward  he  scholde  leee  his  heed; 
Ther  naa  noon  other  remedy  ne  reed, 
But  took  his  leeve,  and  homward  he  him  apedda  j 
Let  him  be  war,  his  nekke  ]ith  to  wedde.* 
How  gret  a  son^'e  suffrath  now  Arcite! 
The  deth  he  feleth  thorugh  his  herte  sm}-te; 
He  weepeth,  weyleth,  crjeth  pitouslj; 
To  slen  himself  he  wayteth  pryvyly. 
He  seyde,  '  Alias  the  day  that  I  was  bom! 
Now  is  my  prisoun  werse  than  was  bifome; 
Now  is  me  achape  eternally  to  dwelle 
Nought  in  purgatorie,  but  in  helle.* 
Alias  1  that  ever  knewe  I  Perotheus! 
For  elles  had  I  dvreld  with  Theseus 
I-fetered  in  his  prisoun  for  evere  moa 
Thau  bad  I  ben  in  blis,  and  nat  in  woa 
Oonly  the  sight  of  hir,  whom  that  I  aerve^ 
Though  that  I  hir  grace  may  nat  deserve^ 
Wold  ban  sufficed  right  ynough  for  ma 
O  dere  cosyn  Palamon,*  quod  he^ 
'  Thyn  is  the  victoire  of  this  aventnre, 
Ful  blisfully  in  prisoun  to  endure; 
In  prisounf  nay,  certes  but  in  paradys! 
Wei  hath  fortune  y-tomed  the  the  dys, 
That  hath  the  sight  of  hir,  and  I  the  absenoaL 
For  possible  is,  syn  thou  hast  hir  presence, 
And  art  a  knight,  a  worthi  and  an  able. 
That  by  som  cas,  syn  fortune  is  chaungable^ 
Thou  mabt  to  thy  desir  somtyme  atteyne. 
But  I  that  am  exiled,  and  bareyne 
Of  alle  grace,  and  in  so  gret  despeir, 
That  ther  nys  water,  erthe,  fyr,  ne  eyr, 
Ne  creature,  that  of  hem  maked  is, 
That  may  me  heipe  ne  comfort  in  this. 
Wei  ought  I  sterve  in  wanhope  and  distreMe; 
Farwel  my  lyf  and  al  my  jolynesse. 


I  Um  In  pl«dgt.    JTai  is  itUl  oied  prorindaUy  la  thli  tma 
*  la  pufatory  tli««  U  hop*  of  redemption  i  not  ao  la  helL 
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AlkSy  why  pl&ynen  f<dk  so  in  oommie 

Df  porreanoe  of  God,  or  of  fortunfl^ 

That  geveih  hem  fdl  ofte  in  many  a  gyse 

Wei  better  than  thei  can  hemself  devyaet 

8om  man  detdreth  for  to  have  richeeBe» 

That  caose  is  of  his  morthre  or  gret  seeknesse. 

And  som  man  wolde  out  of  his  pxisoon  fityn^ 

That  in  his  hoas  is  of  his  mayne  slayn* 

Infinite  harmes  ben  in  this  matene; 

We  wote  nevere  what  thing  we  prayen  hMn^ 

We  Arenas  he  that  dronke  is  as  a  mows. 

A  dronke  man  wot  wel  he  hath  an  hons,* 

Bnt  he  not  nat  which  the  righte  wey  is  thider. 

And  to  a  dronke  man  the  wey  is  slider, 

And  cwtee  in  this  world  so  &ren  we. 

We  seeken  &ste  aa;er  felicite. 

But  we  gon  wrong  ful  ofte  tmrdy. 

Thus  may  we  seyen  alle^  namely  I, 

That  wende  have  had  a  gret  opinioun. 

That  gif  I  mighte  skape  firo  prisoun, 

Than  had  I  be  in  joye  and  parfyt  hde, 

Ther  now  I  am  enled  fto  my  wele. 

Syn  that  I  may  not  so  yow,  £mdye» 

I  nam  bat  deed ;  ther  nys  no  xemedye.' 

Uppon  that  other  syde  Palamon, 
Whan  he  wiste  that  Arcite  was  sgoon. 
Such  Borwe  maketh,  that  the  grete  tour 
Besowneth  of  his  yoUyng  and  damonr. 
The  pore*  feteres  of  his  schynes  grete 
Weren  of  his  bitter  salte  teres  weta 
'Alias!*  quod  he,  *  Arcita,  cosyn  myn. 
Of  al  onre  Bbnff  God  woot^  the  frnyt  is  thin. 

>  This  It  alio  fttmi  Boethiat.  De  OafuolaHone,  lib.  U!.,  thw  trtnslftted 
•f  Chaucer.  *  But  I  retnme  again  to  the  studies  of  men,  of  which  men 
the  eorage  alwmy  reherseth  and  seeketh  the  soveraine  good,  ai  be  It  so 
Jttat  U  be  with  a  dyrked  memoiy ;  but  he  not  by  which  pathc,  right  as 
a  dronken  man  note  ncfughi  ^  wkick  path*  he  map  rtiume  home  to  Mi 
haute,* 

»  TheTerjIetten.  80  tn  the  I>iic^«,toI.  U.  ^  4^4.  the  *pofe  deth.*  Au<i 
m  i*<«ree  (k«  i'toM^AaMM'f  Ctvdc^  L  3i7i  *of  a  jwre  pore  man.* 

YOU  I.  S 
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Thow  walkest  now  in  Thebes  at  thi  large^ 

And  of  my  woo  thou  gevest  litel  charge. 

Thon  maiste,  syn  thou  hast  wysdom  and  manliedi^ 

Aasemble  al  the  folk  of  onre  kynrede^ 

And  make  a  werre  so  scharpe  in  this  oiti. 

That  by  som  aventure,  or  by  som  tret^ 

Thou  mayst  hire  wynne  to  kdy  and  to  wyf^ 

For  whom  that  I  most  needes  leeae  my  ly£ 

For  as  by  wey  of  possibility 

Syn  thou  art  at  thi  lai*ge  of  priaomi  firec^ 

And  art  a  lord,  gret  is  thin  avantage^ 

More  than  is  myn,  that  stenre  here  in  a  kaga 

For  I  moot  weepe  and  w^le,  whil  I  lyre, 

With  al  the  woo  that  prisoun  may  me  gyre^ 

And  eek  with  peyne  that  love  me  geveth  also^ 

That  doubleth  al  my  torment  and  my  wa* 

Therwith  the  fuyr  of  jelousye  npsterte 

WithiDne  his  brest,  and  hent  him  by  the  herte 

So  wodly,  that  lik  was  he  to  byholde 

The  box-tree,  or  theasschen  deed  and  oolde. 

Tho  seyde  he  ;  'O  goddes  cmel,  that  goveme 

This  world  with  byndyng  of  youre  woni  eteme^ 

And  writen  in  the  table  of  athamaonte 

Toure  parlement  and  youre  eteme  graimte, 

What  is  mankynde  more  to  yow  holde 

Than  is  a  scheep,  that  rouketh  in  the  folde  t 

For  Blayn  is  man  ri^t  as  another  beste^ 

And  dwelleth  eek  in  piisonn  and  arrests^ 

And  hath  sekuesse,  and  greet  adverait^ 

And  ofte  tymes  gilteles,  pard& 

What  govemaunoe  is  in  youre  prescienee^ 

That  ^teles  tormenteth  innocence  t 

And  yet  encreceth  this  al  my  penaunoe, 

That  man  is  bonnden  to  his  observaunoe 

For  Ooddes  sake  to  letten  of  his  wille^ 

Ther  as  a  beste  may  al  his  lost  fulfilla 

And  whan  a  beste  is  deed,  he  ne  hath  no  peynei 

But  man  after  his  dsth  moot  wepe  andpieyna^ 


xirTonns  tjjjl  IS\ 

Though  in  this  world  he  have  care  and  woo: 
Withoaten  don  be  it  may  stonde  aa 
The  answer  of  this  I  lete  to  divini^. 
But  well  I  woot,  that  in  this  world  gret  pyne  is. 
Alias  I  I  se  a  serpent  or  a  thee( 
That  many  a  trewe  man  hath  doon  meschee( 
Gon  at  his  large,  and  wher  him  lust  may  tarnf 
But  I  moste  he  in  prisoun  thurgh  Satume, 
And  eek  thorugh  Juno,  jaloug^  and  eke  wood, 
That  hath  destruyed  wel  neyh  al  the  hlood 
Of  Thehes,  with  his  waste  walles  wyde. 
And  Yenus  sleeth  me  on  that  other  syde 
For  jelousye,  and  fere  of  him  Arcyte;* 

Now  wol  I  stjnite  of  Palamon  a  lite, 
And  lete  him  stille  in  his  prisoun  dwelle^ 
And  of  Ardta  forth  than  wol  I  telle. 
The  somer  pesseth,  and  the  nightes  longe 
Encrescen  aouhle  wise  the  peynes  strongo 
Bothe  of  the  lover  and  the  prisoner. 
I  noot  which  hath  the  wofidlere  cheer. 
For  Bohortly  for  to  sey,  this  Palamon 
Perpetuelly  is  dampned  to  prisoun, 
In  cheynes  and  in  feteres  to  be  deed  ; 
And  Arcite  is  exiled  upon  his  heed 
For  erere  mo  as  out  of  that  contr6y 
Ke  nevere  mo  he  schal  his  lady  see. 
Kow  lovyeres  axe  I  this  question,' 
Who  hatii  the  worse,  Arcite  or  Palamon  f 
That  on  may  se  his  lady  day  by  day, 
But  in  prisoun  he  moot  dwelle  alway. 
That  other  may  wher  him  lust  ryde  or  go^ 
But  seen  hia  lady  schal  he  never  mo. 


>  JmIom*  beeanie  of  Japlteffl  lore  of  Semele,  daa^ht«rof  Cadmna, 
Annder  of  Thebet,  aod  of  the  devotionH>f  the  Thebane  to  Baeehnt, 
tbe  flndtofthe  amour. 

*  Ur.  Wright,  In  a  note  opon  the  place,  sayt,  that  this  It  an  allatioi 
to  the  mediaral  CoorU  of  Love,  in  which  such  queitioiu  wtre  eerlouily 
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Kofw  deemeth  as  70a  Inste,  ye  that  can. 
For  I  wol  telle  forth  as  I  bigan. 

Whan  that  Arcite  to  Thebes  come  wai^ 
Fol  ofte  a  day  he  swelde  and  seyde  alaa^ 
For  seen  his  lady  schal  he  never  ma 
And  schortly  to  condnden  all  his  wo^ 
80  moche  sonre  had  never  creature, 
That  is  oz  Pchal  whil  that  the  world  wol  din% 
His  sleep,  his  mete,  his  drynk  is  him  byraf^ 
That  lene  he  wexe,  and  diye  as  eny  schafL 
Hb  eyen  holwe,  grisly  to  biholde ; 
His  hewe  Mwe,  and  pale  as  asschen  cold^ 
And  solitary  he  was,  and  ever  alone. 
And  dwellyng  all  the  night,  malring  his  mooneu 
And  if  he  herde  song  or  instramenti 
Then  wolde  he  wepe,  he  mighte  nought  be  stent; 
So  feble  were  his  spirites,  and  so  lowe. 
And  chaunged  so,  that  no  man  couthe  knowe 
His  speche  nother  his  vois^  though  men  it  herde. 
And  in  his  gir,^  for  all  the  world  he  ferde 
No^^ht  oooly  lyke  the  lovers  maladye 
Of  Hereos,'  but  rather  lik  manye, 
Engendrud  of  humour  melencolyk, 
Byfome  in  his  selle  fimtastyk.* 

1  Li  Us  maaiNr  Im  vppmnA  not  like  «a  ordinaiy  tovw,  tat  Ukt  a 
■artman,  whoie  Imin  U  dltontend  by  blla. 

*  '  Wbtfetf  tome  eoplcs  hart  JZeraof ,  mmm  JTovict,  and  aona  fueii 
like  oooBterMt  irord,  whereof  can  ba  gircn  no  reaaoD,  I  hvf  aet  dimm 
Brm,  I.  «L,  Capld,  aa  mqat  agraeinf ,  ia  my  opinion,  with  the  waattiber. 
wfaieh  I  gather  thna.  Lodan,  iii  iilf  laooDd  dialogue,  bringeth  ia  Cnpid 
teaching  Joplter  how  to  become  amiable,  and  in  him  how  loTen  may 
beeome  aeceptable  to  their  ladiet;  not  bjr  weeping,  watohing,  and 
luting,  nor  bf  ftiriooa  melanooli<»a  lUa,  bntby  OMnaly  bahavtour.'— A. 
It  if  ihna  rendered  by  Dryden  9— 

*  Unlike  the  trim  of  lore  and  gay  derirti 
Bat  fbll  of  muaeftil  Bioping% ' 

CJ^PMa«r  Afwi,laaiUwgealttveofGk.;p»c,k>Te.or«Capld.*^W.W  S.) 

•  In  the  teehead.  when  la  lUoatrl  the  cell  of  the  brain  in  which 
the  ftney  rakkM.  80  it  appean  that  Dr.  Spanhelm  might  appeal,  in 
•npport  of  hia  'eeienm  of  phrenokvyt  to  the  natural  fhikwophy  gf  tba 
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And  aohortly  turned  was  d  up^vhiomt 

Bothe  abjt  and  eek  duposieiomi 

Of  him,  thi»  woful  lovere  daun  Ardteu 

What  ichiilde  I  alway  of  his  wo  enditef 

VHiaa  ha  endnred  hadde  a  jeer  or  tuoo 

TluB  cruel  torment,  and  this  pejne  and  wpo. 

At  IhebeBy  in  his  oontre^  aa  £  aeyde, 

XTpon  a  night  in  sleep  as  he  him  lejrde, 

Bim  thought  that  how  the  wenged  god  MeKCuaa 

By&m  him  stood,  and  had  him  be  moiye. 

Wa  slepy  yerd^  in  hond  he  bar  upright ; 

An  hat  he  wered  upon  his  heres  bright 

Arrayed  was 'this  gr)d  (as  he  took  keepe) 

As  he  was  whan  t^at  Argoua*  took  Us  sleep; 

And  aeyde  him  thus :  'To  Atheoesschalt  thou  wende; 

Ther  is  the  sdiapen  of  thy  wo  an  ende*' 

And  with  that  word  Aicite  wook  and  sterte. 

'Now  trewely  how  sore  that  me  amerte.* 

Quod  he,  'to  Athenes  right  now  wol  I  tun ; 

Ne  for  the  drede  of  deth  schal  I  not  spare 

To  see  my  lady,  that  I  love  and  serve; 

In  hire  presence  I  recche  nat  to  sterve.* 

And  with  that  word  he  caught  a  gret  myroor, 

And  sangh  that  chaunged  was  al  his  colour. 

And  saugh  his  visage  was  in  another  kyndeii 

And  right  anoon  it  ran  him  into  mynde. 

That  seththen  his  &oe  was  so  disfigured 

Of  nwJadie  the  which  he  hath  endured. 

He  mighte  wel,  if  that  he  bar  him  lowe^ 

Ljrre  in  Athenes  evere  more  unknowe^ 

And  see  his  lady  wel  neih  day  by  day. 

And  right  anon  he  chaunged  his  aray. 

And  clothed  him  as  a  pore  laborar* 

And  al  alone,  save  oonly  a  sq[uyer, 
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*  8«e  Ovid*!  MeUmorpk,,  lib.  L,  line  714. 

•  Whfft  an  end  of  thy  woe  :•  iiuped«  or  contriTed,  ftr  Cbea. 
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Th&t  knew  his  pryryt*  and  al  his  ai% 
Which  waa  dia^TBed  povrelj  aa  he  wai^ 
To  Athenea  is  he  go  the  nezte  way. 
And  to  the  court  he  went  upon  a  day; 
And  at  the  gate  he  profred  hia  aervyae, 
To  drugge  and  drawe,  what  bo  men  wolde  deTjaa 
And  achortly  of  this  matier  for  to  aeyn. 
He  fel  in  office  with  a  chambirleyny 
The  which  that  dwell3mg  was  with  Emdja 
^    For  he  waa  wys,  and  couthe  aone  aspye^ 
Of  eyery  servaunt,  which  that  aerred  here. 
Wei  oouthe  he  hewe  woode,  and  water  bere^ 
For- he  waa  jonge  and  mighty  for  the  none% 
And  therto  he  waa  strong  and  bygge  of  bonea 
To  doon  that  eny  wight  can  him  deryae* 
A  yeer  or  two  he  waa  in  this  aerviae, 
F^  of  the  chambre  of  Kmelye  the  bright ; 
And  Philoetrate'  he  seide  that  he  hight 
But  half  so  wel  belo^eed  a  man  aa  he 
Ke  waa  ther  never  in  eoort  of  hia  d^graa 
He  waa  so  gentii  of  his  condicioon. 
That  thomghont  al  the  court  waa  hia  zeoouik 
They  seyde  that  it  were  a  chants 
That  ^eaeus  would  enhannsen  hia  degree^ 
And  putten  him  in  worschipfol  servyse^ 
Ther  aa  he  might  his  rertu  excersiae. 
And  thus  witlin  a  while  his  name  spnmge* 
Bothe  of  his  dedes^  and  of  goode  tonge^ 
That  Theseus  hnth  taken  mm  so  neer 
That  of  his  chambre  he  made  him  squynv 

■  nil  appMn  to  mcAii— he  knew  h«w  to  wmtch,  or  ei]}y*oppoitaBi^ 
tiai  of  rtooBunoBding  himself  to  hie  muter,  aooncr  thaa  any  aemuxt 
to  the  family. 

<  1>nrhitt  Mfi,  thet  in  the  Tketetdm,  Arelte  amomee  the  name  ol 
PitntlkB»»  andeoiiieetQret  that  the  name  of  Philoetrate  was  auirgetted  ty 
noeeaodo^  poem,  entitled  PhiiittnUt,  or  by  one  of  the  eharaeters  in 
the  Deaiemtwi.  In  the  Midntmmer  Nigke$  JDr0am.a  FhikMtrato  ia  aku 
tBlrodneed  as  a  fhrourite  senrant  of  Theseas. 

s  His  good  name  b«gaB  to  spiiaf  opt  a  haoiBtlfld  ■etafbor  ihm 
Um  growth  of  plaats. 
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And  gaf  Um  gold  to  nayntene  hb  d«greo; 
And  eek  men  brought  him  oat  of  his  ooontvfi 
Pro  Toer  to  yer  ful  pryvyly  hia  rento ; 
Bnt  honesUy  and  sleighly  he  it  spent^ 
That  no  man  wondred  how  that  he  it  hadde. 
And  ihre  yeer  in  this  wiae  his  1  jf  he  ladder 
And  bar  him  so  in  pees  and  eek  in  werre» 
Ther  nas  no  man  that  Theseus  hath  so  decree 
And  in  thisblisse  lete  I  now  Axdtey 
And  speke  I  woleof  Palamon  ftlyta 

In  derknes  orrible  and  strong  pzisoim 
This  seven  yeer  hath  seten  Palamon, 
Forpyned,  what  for  woo  and  for  destressi^ 
Who  feleth  doable  sorwe  and  hevynesse 
Bat  Pakmon  f  that  love  destreyneth  so. 
That  wood  out  of  his  witt  he  goth  for  wo; 
And  eek  therto  he  is  a  prisoner 
Perpetuelly,  nat  oonly  for  a  yeer* 
Who  oouthe  ryme  in  Englissch  proparly 
His  martirdam  t  for  sothe  it  am  nat  I ; 
Therfore  I  posse  as  lightly  as  I  may. 
It  fel  that  \u  the  seventhe  yeer  in  Mar 
The  thridde  night,  (as  olde  bookes  seyn. 
That  al  this  storie  teUen  more  pleyn) 
Were  it  by  aventure  or  desten^ 
(As,  whan  a  thing  is  schapen,  it  schal  be^) 
That  soone  ailar  the  mydnyght,  Pidamon 
By  helpyng  of  a  freend  brak  his  prisoon, 
Ajid  fleeth  the  cite  fust  as  he  may  goo, 
For  he  hath  give  drinke  his  gayler  soo 
Of  a  clarre,^  maad  of  a  certayn  wyn. 
With  nercotykes  and  opye  of  Thebe«  fyn. 
That  al  that  night  though  that  men  wolde  him  achake^ 
The  g^ler  sleep,  he  mighte  nought  awaka 

<  Spleed  wine,  ffiren  to  ipaestt  the  last  thing  before  going  to  bed,  ts 
promote  ileep.  The  red  wine  of  BordMuz,  being  gcncnUy  need  for 
this  pnrpoM,  «k  lengtli  obtained  tseiartw  foiieidoe  4tf  tlie  nnme  «l 
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And  thus  be  fleeth  as  fast  as  ever  he  msf • 

The  night  was  schort,  and  faste  br  the  day, 

That  needes  cost*  he  moste  himseiTen  hyde^ 

And  til  a  groTe  ther  &8te  besyde 

With  dredfol  foot  than  stalketh  PakmoiL 

For  schortly  this  was  his  opynyoun, 

That  in  that  grove  he  wolde  hiun  hyde  al  day. 

And  in  the  n^t  then  wolde  he  take  his  way 

To  Thebes-ward,  his  frendes  for  to  preye 

On  Theseus  to  helpe  him  to  werreye. 

And  sdiortelich,  or  he  wolde  less  his  ly^ 

Or  wynnen  Emelye  nnto  his  wy£ 

This  u  theffect  of  his  entente  playn. 

Now  wol  I  tome  unto  Arcite  agayn. 

That  litel  wiste  how  nyh  that  was  his  oaie^ 

Til  that  fortnne  hath  brought  him  in  the  snank 

The  busy  larke,  messager  of  daye^ 
Salneth  in  hize  song  the  morwe  gray; 
And  fyry  Fhebos  ryiwth  np  sobrig^t^ 
That  all  the  orient  laogheth  of  the  lights 
And  with  his  stremes  diyeth  in  the  grevea 
The  sQver  dropes,  hongyng  on  the  leeTea» 
And  Annte,  that  is  in  the  court  lyal 
With  Theseus,  his  sqnyer  principal. 
Is  risen,  and  loketh  on  the  mety  day. 
And  lor  to  doon  his  observanoe  to  May/ 
Bemembiyng  of  the  poynt  of  his  desire^ 
He  on  his  courser,  stertyng  as  the  &c% 
Is  riden  into  feeldes  him  to  pleye. 
Oat  of  the  court,  were  it  a  myie  or  tweye 
And  to  the  grove,  of  which  that  I  yow  tolde^ 
By  aventure  his  wey  he  gan  to  holder 
To  make  him  a  garland  of  the  greves, 
Were  it  of  woodewynde  or  hawthorn  leve% 


ApfMNBtlj  a  pwfcrMal  tipniilw  of  tiM  tUM  rifpilio 
ft  ooeon  la  the  £«.  ^  Oflrfi  IFiMRmt- 
•Or,  Mtdit  eofta,  this  thing  mote  ]i*v«  la  mS.* 
*  Set  ONte,  p,  i»t,  mU  a. 
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And  lowde  be  song  agens  the  sonne  soheelie : 

*  May,  with  all  thyn  flonres  and  thj  greania^ 
Welcome  be  tbon,  wel  faire  freincbo  May, 
I  hope  that  I  som  grene  gete  may.'^ 

And  fro  his  conrser,  with  a  Insty  herte^ 

Into  the  grove  ful  lustily  he  sterto. 

And  in  a  pathe  he  romed  up  and  dotm, 

Ther  l^  aventure  this  Pakmonn 

Was  in  a  busche,  that  no  man  might  him  see 

Ful  sore  afered  of  his  deth  was  ha^ 

Koihing  ne  knew  he  that  it  was  Andte : 

God  wot  he  wolde  have  trowed  it  ful  lite. 

For  soth  is  seyde,  goon  ful  many  yeres. 

That  feld  hath  ejen,  and  the  woode  hath  eerea.* 

It  is  ful  fidr  a  man  to  here  him  evene^ 

For  al  day  meteth  men  atte  nnset  stevena* 

Ful  litel  woot  Arcite  of  his  fi»lawey 

That  was  so  neih  to  herken  of  his  sawe^ 

For  in  the  busche  he  stynteth  now  ful  stillei 

Whan  that  Arcite  had  romed  al  his  fille^ 

And  songen  al  the  roundel  Instilyi 

Into  a  studie  he  fel  sodeynly. 

As  doth  thes  lovers  in  here  queynte  geeres^ 

Now  in  the  croppe^  now  doun  in  the  hretm,^ 

Now  up,  now  doun,  as  boket  in  a  welle. 

Right  as  the  Friday,  sothly  for  to  telle^ 

Now  it  schyneth,  now  it  reyneth  fiute^ 

Right  so  gan  gery  Yenus  orercaste 

The  hertes  of  hire  folk,  right  as  hir  day* 

Is  gerfid,  right  so  chaungeth  hire  aray. 

>  This  is  a  ilngularlj  bftld  conclodion  to  his  song,  fyr  which,  ind  foi 
fhe  two  lUlowing  lines,  the  only  excuse  is  Horace's  'Bonos  dormitat 

*  ▲  proveiliial  ezpfessioo,' rendered  into  nediKTal  Latin.  *  Campoi 
habetinmen,  et  habet  nemus  aiiris  acumen.* 

s  It  is  right  that  men  bear  themselrcs  warllj  at  all  times,  ibr  It  hap- 
pen everj  daj  thai  they  meet  when  thej  least  expect  it,  without 
making  an  appointment. 

*  Abw  in  lAe  cro^ijie,  now  at  the  top  of  the  wood,  in  high  spirits ;  iiMi 
|»  the  bren$»  now  low  on  the  ground  among  the  briars,  depressed. 

*  Mdajr,  sacred  to  tha  Saxoo  goddess  Friga,  oonespondlng  to  tlM 
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Selde  u  the  Fryday  al  the  wjke  i-lika 
Whan  that  Arcite  hadde  soDge,  he  gan  to  sQdCi 
And  sette  him  doun  withoutea  eny  more : 
*  Alas !'  quod  he,  *  that  day  that  I  waa  bore  I 
How  longe  Juno/  thurgh  thy  cruelt6 
Wiltow  werreyen  Theb^  the  citeot 
'  Alias!  i-brought  is  to  confusioan 
The  blood  royal  of  Cadme  and  Amphionn; 
Of  Cadynus,  the  which  was  the  furst  man 
That  Thebes  bulde,  or  first  the  toun  bygai^ 
And  of  that  cite  first  was  crowned  kyn^ 
Of  his  lynage  am  I,  and  his  o&pring 
By  Terray  lyne,  and  of  his  stole  ryal: 
Ajid  now  I  am  so  caytyf  and  so  thral. 
That  he  that  is  my  mortal  enemyi 
I  serve  him  as  his  squyer  poyrely. 
And  yet  doth  Juno  me  wed  more  schame^ 
For  I  dar  nought  byknowe  myn  owne  ntime. 
But  ther  as  I  was  wont  to  bote  Arcite, 
Now  hoote  I  Philostrate,  nought  worth  a  myta^ 
AllasI  thou  felle  Mars,  allasl  Juno, 
Thus  hath  youre  ire  owre  lynage  lordo^ 
Save  oonly  me,  and  wreochid  PaIamon» 
That  Theseus  martyreth  in  prisoun. 
And  orer  all  this,  to  slee  me  utterly. 
Love  hath  his  fyry  dart  so  brennyngly 
I-stykid  thorugh  my  trewe  careful  herte, 
That  schapen  was  my  deth  erst  than  my  acherle.* 

rtudMl  Aphrodite  or  Vennt.  Th«  tapentlUoat  opinka  that  FHda 
If  anlaeky-  appean  to  have  had  a  Chrbtiaa  origin,  bdng  tha  day  oa 
whieh  tha  Eedcemer  waa  cruciiled.  The  prorcrh,  *  Friday's  moan, 
•OOM  when  it  will.  It  eomef  too  toon/  ia  an  instanca  of  thia  ftcling.  la 
tha  nazt  line  gerf^,  meaning  ehangeable.  which  ia  the  reading  of  tht 
two  Gambridga  MSS.,  hai  been  adopted,  Instead  of  gri^fuL 
1  Sea  ante,  p.  1 3 1 « note  I . 

*  MjT  death  waadoomed  fVom  the  momenti  waa  bora,  area  beftre  I 
waa  elothed.     I^rrwhitt  aaji,  it  aeema  to  mean  the  linen  in  which  a 
I  babe  ia  wrapped.  Compare£«y.^(;«l0  iroiiMa,TQLilLp.  J9•l— 
*8M■  flrst  that  day  that  shapen  waa  my  «han^ 
Or  by  tiM  flUal  nrtv  had  my  4^ 
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Tc  den  me  with  youre  ejhen,  EmelTe  ; 

Ye  ben  the  cause  wherfore  that  I  cije. 

Of  al  the  remenant  of  al  myn  other  can 

Ko  Bette  I  nought  the  mountaunoe  of  a  taie^ 

80  that  I  conche  do  ought  to  yonre  pleaannoe.* 

And  with  that  word  he  fel  doun  in  a  traunoe 

A  longe  l^me ;  and  afdrwaird  uprterte 

This  Falamon,  that  thonghte  thnrgh  his  herie 

He  felt  a  cold  swerd  sodeynliche  glyde ; 

For  ire  he  quook,  he  uolde  no  lenger  abyda 

And  whan  that  he  hath  herd  Arcites  tale. 

As  he  were  wood,  with  face  deed  and  pale^ 

He  sterte  him  np  out  of  the  bussches  thUcki^ 

And  seyd :  *  Ar^rte,  false  traitour  wikke, 

Now  art  thou  hent,  tliat  lovest  my  lady  so^ 

For  whom  that  I  have  al  this  peyne  and  wo^ 

And  art  my  blood,  and  to  my  counseil  swoni^ 

As  I  ful  ofte  have  told  the  heere  byfom. 

And  hast  byjaped  here  the  duke  Theseus^ 

And  fiJsly  chaunged  hast  thy  name  thus  ; 

I  wol  be  deed,  or  elles  thou  schalt  dya 

Thou  schalt  not  Iotc  my  lady  Emelye, 

But  I  wil  love  hire  oonly  and  no  mo; 

For  I  am  Palamon  thy  mortal  fa 

And  though  that  I  no  wepen  have  in  this  place, 

But  out  of  prisoun  am  y-stert  by  graoe^ 

I  drede  not  that  other  thou  schalt  dye^ 

Or  thou  ne  schalt  not  love  Emelye. 

Chese  which  thou  wilt,  for  thou  schalt  not  asterte.' 

This  Arcite,  with  ful  despitous  herte, 

Whan  he  him  knew,  and  had  his  tale  herde^ 

As  fers  as  a  lyoun  pulleth  out  a  swerde, 

And  seide  thus :  '  By  Qod  that  sitteth  above^ 

Nere  it  that  thou  art  sike  and  wood  for  love. 

And  eek  that  thou  no  wepne  hast  in  this  plaoe^ 

Thou  sq'iuldest  never  out  of  this  grove  pace^^ 

>  The  Hart.  MS.  readB,  But  wt  ^  pH$on  art  p-tteH  hy  proce,  wbidi 
probably  uom  from  a  miiUko  of  tho  iciib«,  wbo,  teoisg  that  tli«  pn* 
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That  thoa  na  sdnildcst  deymi  €imjn  bond 
For  I  defye  tli6  Beurte  and  the  bond 
Which  ifaAt  thon  aeyst  I  have  maad  to  the. 
For,  vemy  fool,  thenk  that  love  is  fre  ; 
And  I  wol  lore  hire  mawgre  al  thj  might. 
Bat^  for  thoa  art  a  g^iiil  perfight  knight^ 
And  wenert  to  dereyne  hire  bj  batayle, 
Have  heere  mj  trouthe^  to  morwe  I  nyl  not  fityl^ 
Withoaten  witjng  of  enj  other  wight, 
That  heer  I  wol  he  foanden  as  a  knight, 
And  bxyngen  hameys  right  inoogh  for  the; 
And  dies  the  best,  and  lef  the  womt  for  me. 
And  mete  and  drynke  this  night  wil  I  bryng 
Inoogh  for  the,  and  doth  for  thy  beddyng. 
And  if  so  be  that  thou  my  lady  wynne, 
And  ale  me  in  this  wood  that  I  am  inne, 
Thoa  maiat  wel  hare  thy  lady  as  for  me.' 
This  Palamon  answereth,  '  I  giaont  it  the.* 
And  thus  they  ben  departed  ^  a-morwe^ 
Whan  eoh  of  hem  had  leyd  his  foith  to  borwei 

O  Cupide,  out  of  al  charity ! 
O  regne^  that  wolt  no  felaw  have  with  thel 
Ful  soth  is  seyde,  that  love  ne  lordsdiipe 
Wol  not,  his  thonkes,^  have  no  felaachipe^ 
Wel  fynden  that  Areite  and  Palamoun. 
Ardte  is  riden  anon  to  the  toun, 
And  on  the  morwe,.  or  it  were  dky  Iight^ 
Ful  prively  two  barneys  hath  fae.dight^ 
Boihe  suffioaunt  and  mete  to  dam^r&e 
The  batayl  in  the  feeld  betwiz  hem  tweyne. 
And  on  his  hors,  alone  as  he  was  bom. 
He  oaryed  al  this  barney  him  byforn; 
And  in  the  grove,  at  tyme  and  place  i-sette^ 
This  Ardte  and  this  Palamon  ben  mettOi 


TkMt  Umwm  s  npctitfoD  of  one  thtt  hadoeeaired  jostbttert.ttMght 
that  tiM  B«xt  lin«  WM  to  be  repeated  ftlaa— W. 

I  With  hta  good  wUl.  In  other  pMngee.  Mr  tktmkm;  wtth  thdr 
good  wlIL  SOb  obeenret  lyrwhitt,  in  the  Aw.  Chnm.  p.  J43 1— *  Sunn 
kntta»lMi,MdrameJken  mUkamkuf  attgiri  UbmUr,  t  nUgni  k^mll§. 
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Tho  duKttgen  gan  here  ooloar  in  hare  faee^ 
Right  aa  the  honter  in  the  regne  of  Trace^ 
That  stondeth  in  the  gappe  with  a  spere^ 
Whan  honted  is  the  Ijoon  or  the  h&r% 
And  hereth  him  come  nuBhjng  in  the  grevei^ 
And  breketh  bothe  the  bowes  and  the  leresy 
And  thenkeih^ '  Here  cometh  my  mortoL 
Withoate  faile,  he  mot  be  deed  or  I; 
For  ejther  I  mot  alen  him  at  the  gappe^ 
Or  he  moot  alee  me,  if  it  me  mjahappe  :* 
So  lerden  thej,  in  chaongjng  of  here  hev, 
Aa  ^r  aa  eyther  of  hem  other  knewa 
Ther  nas  no  good  daj,  ne  no  aaluyng ; 
Bnt  atreyt  withonten  wordes  rehersyi^ 
Erery  of  hem  helpeth  to  armen  other, 
Aa  firehdlj  aa  he  were  his  owen  brother; 
And  thanne  with  here  scharpe  speres  strongo 
Thej  foyneden  ech  at  other  wonder  longa 
Tho  it  semed  that  this  Pahimon 
In  hia  fightyng  were  aa  a  wood  1  joiin, 
And  aa  a  cruel  tygre  was  Areite : 
Aa  wilde  boores  gonne  they  togeder  smyte^ 
That  frothen  white  as  fome  for  ire  wood. 
Up  to  the  ancle  they  f&ught  in  here  blood. 
And  in  this  wise  I  lete  hem  fightyng  welle; 
And  forthere  I  wol  of  Theseus  teller 

The  destine,  mynistre  general. 
That  executeth  in  the  world  over  al 
The  pnrveans,  that  God  hath  seye  byfom ; 
So  strong  it  ifl^  that  they'  the  world  had 


1  Tliif  fine  dmile  sppcftn  to  hara  been  teken  from  tht  7%tM$t  Vh. 
It^  494.  The  pMMge  li  given,  that  the  ivader  maj  lee  how  ChMMif 
hat  excelled  the  Latin  poet:— 

•  Quallt  GcttiUB  itabulantem  ad  conftaga  qrini 
Venator  longo  motnm  damore  leonem 
Expeetat,  firmans  animum,  et  eudantia  nlin 
Tela  premens.    Gelat  ora  pavor.  frreMosqne  tremieennl, 
Quis  veniat,  qaantoeqoe ;  scd  borrida  ugaa  pfementlt 
Acdpit,  ct  cttck  mctitur  murmura  cori.* 
*  ncyUwiittenforthoafh.    Sir  Harris  Nieolae  cites  this  pa«efa 
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The  oontrarj  of  a  thing  bj  je  or  naj. 
Yet  lom  tyme  it  achal  fidle  upou  a  day 
Tliat  falleth  nought  eft  in  a  thousend  yeera 
For  certeynl J  oure  appetites  heere. 
Be  it  of  werre,  of  pees,  other  hate,  or  lore, 
Al  is  it  reuled  by  the  sight  above. 
This  mene  I  now  by  mighty  Theseus, 
That  for  to  honte  is  so  desirous, 
And  namely  the  grete  hert  in  May, 
That  in  his  bed  ther  daweth  him  no  day, 
That  he  nys  dad,  aud  redy  for  to  ryde 
With  hont  and  horn,  and  houndes  him  bysidft 
For  in  his  hontyng  hath  he  such  delyt^ 
That  is  his  joye  and  his  appetyt 
'    To  been  himself  the  grete  herts  bane, 
For  after  Mars  he  serveth  now  Diane. 

GHeer  was  the  day,  as  I  have  told  or  this, 
And  Theseus,  with  alle  joye  and  blyi^ 
With  his  Ypolita,  tlie  fayre  queene^ 
And  Emelye,  clothed  al  in  greene, 
On  honting  be  they  riden  ryaily. 
And  to  the  groye,  that  stood  ther  faste  by, 
In  which  ther  was  an  hert  as  men  him  tolda^ 
Duk  Theseus  the  streyte  wey  hath  holde. 
And  to  the  launde  he  rydeth  him  fdl  ri^ht, 
There  was  the  hert  y-wont  to  have  hb  flighl; 
And  over  a  brook,  and  so  forth  in  his  weye. 
This  duk  wol  have  of  him  a  cours  or  tweye 
With  houndes,  which  as  him  lust  to  comaunde. 
And  whan  this  duk  was  come  into  the  launde^ 
Under  the  sonne  he  loketh/  ri^t  anon 
He  was  war  of  Arcite  and  Palamon, 

M  ft  ttroofof  Chaooeili  belief  in  prcdestlnetlon,  meaning,  epperc&tl^, 
the  doctrine  of  alMOlute  deenea.  It  proves  hit  belief  in  Godl  proTi- 
d«itial  goremment  of  the  world,  which  is  a  very  difl^nnt  thiiig. 

'  Thia  pasMge  ia  an  example  of  Cbaucerli  power  of  deteripiion.  W« 
thinlc  we  ma«t  have  actually  witneMed  the  Mene.  Theeeu  ridei  Into 
the  teatt  glade»  or  lawn,  tn  which  Palamon  and  Ardte  aie  fighting  • 
IkM,  Mtkng  and  hearing  lonethlng  umtual,  bnt  IndiatiueUf.  he  <* 
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That  fonghien  breeme,  as  it  were  boores  tuo  j 

The  brighie  swerdes  wente  to  and  fro 

So  hidoaslj,  that  with  the  leste  strook 

It  seemeth  as  it  wolde  felle  an  ook ; 

But  what  they  were^  nothing  yit  he  woot 

This  dak  «rith  spores  his  courser  he  smoot. 

And  at  a  stert  he  was  betwixt  hem  tuoo, 

And  pullid  out  a  swerd  and  cride,  *  Hoo  !^ 

Nomore,  up  peyne  of  leesjng  of  your  heed. 

By  mighty  Marn»  anon  he  schal  be  deed, 

That  smyteth  eny  strook,  that  I  may  aeenl 

But  telleth  me  what  mestir  men  ye  been. 

That  hen  so  hardy  for  to  fighten  heere 

Withoute  jugge  or  other  officere^' 

As  it  were  in  a  lyste  really  9* 

This  Palamon  answerde  hastily, 

And  seyde:  '  Sir^  what  nedeth  wordes  mot 

We  han  the  deth  deserved  bothe  tua 

Tuo  woful  wrecches  been  we,  and  kaytyres^ 

That  ben  encombred  of  oure  owne  lyres; 

And  as  thou  srt  a  rightful  lord  and  juge^ 

Ne  geve  us  neyther  mercy  ne  refuge. 

And  sle  me  first,  for  seynte  charity ; 

But  sle  my  felaw  eek  as  wel  aa  me. 

Or  sle  him  first;  for,  though  thou  knows  him  lyte, 

This  is  thy  mortal  fo,  this  is  Arcite, 

That  fro  ihj  lond  is  banyscht  on  his  heed, 

For  which  he  hath  i-served*  to  be  deed. 


Iili  ffH  wltii  hlf  hftod  from  the  fflaro  of  tlie  ran.  and,  beoomlng  awve  of 
tlie  state  of  Um  caae^  h«|>uts  spun  to  his  hurae,  aud  dashM  in  between  the 
conbatantL 

>  llie  exolsmilloo  wed  Ij  the  heraldi  to  Jtop  the  Sght^— See  ptmt, 
p.  170,  note  I. 

*  The  trial  b^  hattle,  belnf?  a  legal  mode  of  settling  a  dispute  between 
gentlemen,  and  to  be  conducted  by  a  proper  Judge  and  officer,  it  was, 
of  ooniee,  considered  an  offence  and  high  contempt  of  the  laws  to  flght 
vitbont  observing  these  formalities. 

*  For  imred,  Speghtand  1>rwhitt  read  deserved.  Hie  mmm  is  the 
game  la  bothcaeea. 
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For  ihis  is  he  that  oome  to  thi  gate 
And  seyde,  that  he  higbte  Philostrate; 
Thus  hath  he  japed  the  man  j  a  yer. 
And  thou  hast  maad  of  him  thy  cheef  aquyer. 
And  this  is  he  that  loveth  Emelyei  -      -  ' 
For  sith  the  day  is  oome  that  I  sehal  dye^ 
I  make  pleynly  my  oonfeasioun. 
That  I  am  the  woful  Palamoun, 
That  hath  thy  priaoun  broke  wikkedly. 
I  un  thy  mortal  foo,  and  it  am  I 
That  loveth  so  hoote  Emely  the  bright^ 
That  I  wol  dye  present  in  hire  sightb 
Therlbre  I  aske  deeth  and  my  jawysd; 
.  But  slee  my  felaw  in  the  same  wyse. 
For  bothe  we  have  served  to  be  dayn.' 

This  worthy  duk  answerde  anon  agayn. 
And  seide^  *  This  is  a  schort  eonclusioun : 
Tour  owne  mouth,  by  your  owne  coufessioun. 
Hath  dampned  you  bothe,  and  I  wil  it  reoorda 
It  nedeth  nought  to  pyne  yo w  with  the  oorde. 
Ye  sdral  be  deed  by  mighty  Mars  the  reedel'^ 
The  queen  anon  for  verray  wommanheda 
Oan  for  to  wepe,  and  so  dede  EmelyOp 
And  alle  the  ladies  in  the  oompanye. 
Ghret  pite  was  it^  as  it  thought  hem  alle^ 
That  evere  such  a  chaunoe  schulde  &lle ; 
For  gentil  men  thi  were  and  of  gret  estate^ 
And  nothing  but  for  love  was  this  debata 
And  saw  here  bloody  woundes  wyde  and  sore  ; 
And  alle  they  ciyde  lease  and  the  more, 
*  Have  mercy,  Lord,  upon  us  wommen  alle  f 
And  on  here  bare  Imees  anoon  they  fedle, 
And  wolde  have  kissed  his  feet  right  as  he  stood. 
Til  atle  laste  aslaked  was  his  mood ; 


>  Kwi  to  eaUed  red  flrom  the  ooloor  of  blood,  in  wMeb  Ko  to  fd^ 
pOMd  to  doUght.  Th«  planet  wmariraMt  tot  it»  ndnon  wit  oiUii 
Man  «  Moooai  of  iu  eolour. 


m  xmaHTBB  iaxjl  115 

For  pite  rennetli  sone  in  gentQ  herte. 
And  though  he  first  for  ire  qnok  and  steiti^ 
He  lialh  it  al  considered  in  a  dause. 
The  trespas  of  hem  bothe,  and  here  causa : 
And  although  hiB  ire  here  gylt  aoooaed. 
Yet  in  his  resonn  he  hem  bothe  excused ; 
And  thus  he  thought  that  every  maner  naa 
Wol  help  himself  in  love  if  that  he  cfloi, 
And  eek  delyver  himself  out  of  prisoun. 
And  e^  in  his  hert  had  oompassioun 
Of  wommen,  for  they  wepen  ever  in  oon ; 
And  in  his  gentil  hert  he  thought  aaoooi 
And  sothly  he  to  himself  myde :  '  Fj 
Upon  a  lord  that  -wol  have  no  inetcy, 
But  be  a  lyoun  bothe  in  word  and  dede^ 
To  hem  that  ben  in  repentaunoe  and  drede^ 
As  wel  as  to  a  proud  dispitious  man, 
That  wol  maynteyne  that  he  first  bigaa. 
That  lord  hath  litel  of  discrecioun, 
That  in  such  caas  can  no  divisioun ; 
But  wayeth  pride  and  humblenesse  after  oon, 
And  schortly,  whan  his  ire  is  over  gon, 
He  gan  to  loke  on  hem  with  eyen  light/ 
And  spak  these  same  wordes  al  in  hight 
'  The  god  of  love,  a  I  heviedicUe^ 
How  mighty  and  how  gret  a  lord  is  he ! 
Agayne  his  might  ther  gayneth  non  obstacle. 
He  may  be  deped  a  god  of  his  miracle ; 
For  he  can  maken  at  his  owen  gyse 
Of  ever  herte,  as  him  lust  devyse. 
Lo  her  is  Arcite  and  Palamon, 
That  quytely  were  out  of  my  prisoun. 
And  might  have  l3rved  in  Thebes  ryally. 
And  witen  I  am  here  mortal  enemy, 

>  Cbeerftil  looks.  % 

s  Jk!MdidU\%  the  flnt  word  of  the  Song offke nrte  CkOOrm la  the 
old  offieee  uid  at  Lands,  and  in  the  book  of  Comnion  Frajer  at  monibf 
•enriee,  andiiMnUBOnlj  usad  to  cxprcts  adairatton. 

YOUU  L 
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And  that  here  deth  liih  in  my  might  also^ 

And  yet  hath  love,  maugre  here  eyghen  ino, 

I-brought  hem  hider  bothe  for  to  dye. 

Now  lokethy  is  nat  that  an  heih  folye  I 

Who  may  not  be  a  fole,  if  that  he  lovet 

Byholde  for  Qoddea  soke  that  aitteth  above, 

Se  how  they  blede  1  be  they  nought  wel  arrayedt 

Thus  hath  here  lord,  the  god  of  lore,  hem  payed 

Here  wages  and  here  fees  for  here  servise. 

And  yet  wenen  they  to  ben  fill  wise, 

That  seryen  loTe,  for  ought  that  may  biialle. 

But  this  is  yette  the  bests  gome  of  alle, 

That  ache,  for  whom  theyMve  this  jelousye, 

Gan  hem  therfore  as  moche  thank  as  ma^ 

Sche  woot  no  more  of  al  this  hoote  hie. 

By  Oody  than  wot  a  cuckoo  or  an  hare. 

But  all  moot  ben  assayed  hoot  or  colde ; 

A  man  moot  ben  a  fool  other  yong  or  olde ; 

I  woot  it  by  myself  fill  yore  agon : 

For  in  my  tyme  a  servant  was  I  on. 

And  sython  that  I  knewe  of  loves  peyne^ 

And  wot  how  sore  it  can  a  man  destreyney 

As  he  that  hath  often  ben  caught  in  his  laoe^ 

I  jon  forgeve  holly  this  trespaoe, 

At  the  request  of  the  queen  that  kneleth  heere^ 

And  eek  of  Emely,  my  suster  deera 

And  ye  schullen  bothe  anon  unto  me  swerfl^ 

That  never  ye  schtdlen  my  corowne  dere^* 

Ne  make  werre  on  me  night  no  day. 

But  be  my  fireendes  in  alle  that  ye  may. 

1  you  forgeve  this  trespas  every  dele.' 

And  they  him  swore  his  axyng  &.yre  and  wele^ 

1  Ckm  meaaa  llterallj  kmowi;  here  it  SMoa  to  aokBOwledge  aa  «lil* 
gatioii.  In  the  IWcMids,  Emilia  is  made  to  tee  tlM  lovert  wlien  tlMjr  an 
Srst  entmonred  ot  her  in  the  garden.  Chuoer^  plan  ii  an  Impvor^ 
meat,  ware  it  onlj  becanse  it  gWei  hia  an  opportunity  of  potting  thin 
wittj  ipeeeh  in  the  mouth  of  Theaena. 

*  Den  maani  literally  to  <n^«rt,  or  lo  term.  Hm  WMwmlng  of  tt» 
oaprterion  here  la,  to  indtrtalia  any  aalmpiiaa  agaiMt  ny  Nyal 
aathori^. 
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iLnd  lum  of  lordBdiip  and  of  meroj  prajda^ 

And  he  hom  graunted  mercy,  and  thus  he  sajrde : 

*  To  speke  of  real  1  jnage  and  riohesy 

Though  that  ache  were  a  queen  or  a  'prynem, 

Hk  of  jaw  bothe  is  worthy  doutelea 

To  wedde  when  tyme  is,  but  nathelea 

I  speke  as  for  my  suster  Emelye^ 

For  whom  ye  have  this  sokxyf  uid  jelooffye^ 

Ye  wooi  yooveself  sche  may  not  wedde  two 

At  oonfis,  though  ye  &ughten  ever  mo : 

That  oon  of  yow^  or  be  Mm  loth  or  lee( 

He  may  go  pypen  in  an  ivy  leef  ;^ 

This  is  to  say,  sche  may  nought  have  botbe^ 

Al  be  ye  never  so  jelous,  ne  so  lotbe. 

For-ihy  I  put  you  bothe  in  this  degre, 

That  ilk  of  you  schall  have  his  destyne,"  • 

As  him  is  schape,  and  herken  in  what  wyie; 

Lo  here  your  ende  of  that  I  schal  devyse. 

My  wil  is  this,  for  playn  conclusioun^ 

Withouten  eny  repplioacioun. 

If  tiiat  you  liketh,  tak  it  for  the  best, 

That  every  of  you  schal  go  wher  him  lest 

VtAj  withouten  raunsoun  or  daungeer ; 

And  this  day  fyfty  wykes,  fer  ne  neer, 

Everich  of  you  schal  bryng  an  hundred  knightes, 

Armed  for  lystes  up  at  alle  rightea 

Al  redy  to  derayne  hir  by  batayle. 

And  thus  byhote  I  you  withouten  fetyle 

Upon  my  trouthe,  and  as  I  am  a  knight^ 

That  whethir  of  yow  bothe  that  hath  mighty 


1  TMt  appean  to  be  a  prarerbial  expression,  like  '  he  nuqr  go  blow 
tB  a  horn/  memning  he  may  oonsole  himself  with  any  IHvoloos  amnse* 
ment  he  pleasce.  It  occurs  in  the  Dmtruction  cf  ThebeSt  Fart  II.,  bf 
lordgates— 

« But  let  his  brother  blowe  in  an  honit 
Where  that  him  list,  or  pipe  in  a  reede.' 

fiow  any  ons  was  to  pipe  in  an  try  leaf  la  not  so  dear, 
s  In  the  trial  l^  bs^tle.  whieh  waa  soppoaed  to  be  an  appeal  to  the 
toTGod.  ^  2 
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Tliifl  is  to  aeyii,  that  whetfiir  he  or  thou 
Maj  with  hu  hundred,  as  I  spsk  of  now^ 
81e  his  contrary,  or  oat  of  lystes  diyre^ 
Him  schal  I  gere  Emelje  to  wyve, 
To  whom  that  fortune  geveth  so  &ir  a  giaoik 
The  lyst^  acbal  I  make  in  this  place, 
And  Qod  so  wisly  on  mj  sowle  rew% 
As  I  sohal  eren  juge  ben  and  trewa 
Te  schnl  non  othir  ende  with  me  make. 
That  con  of  yow  schal  be  deed  or  taka 
And  if  yoa  thinketh  this  is  wel  i-sayde^ 
Say  yonre  a^ys,  and  holdeth  yow  apaydeu 
Tlus  is  yoDie  ende  and  youre  conclusioan.* 
Who  loketh  lightly  now  but  Palamoun  I 
Who  spiyngeth  up  for  joye  but  Ardtel 
Who  oouthe  tell,  or  who  couihe  endite^ 
The  joye  that  is  made  in  this  place 
Whan  Theseus  hath  don  so  fair  a  grace  % 
But  down  on  knees  wente  every  wight^ 
And  thanked  him  with  al  here  hertes  miht^ 
And  namely  the  Thebanes  ofte  sithe. 
And  thus  with  good  hope  and  herte  blithe 
They  taken  here  leve,  and  hom-ward  they  ryde 
To  Thebeo-ward,  with  olde  walles  wyde. 
I  trow  men  wolde  it  deme  nedigenoe^ 
If  I  forgete  to  telle  the  dispenoe 
Of  l^eeeus,  that  goth  so  busily 
To  maken  up  the  lystes  nally. 
And  such  a  noble  Uieatre  as  it  was^ 
I  dar  wel  say  that  in  this  world  ther  nan. 
The  circuite  ther  was  a  myle  aboute. 
Walled  of  stoon,  and  dyched  al  withoute. 
Bound  was  the  schap,  in  maner  of  oompaas, 
Vul  of  degre,^  the  height  of  sixty  paas, 
That  wham  a  man  was  set  in  o  degre 
He  letted  nought  his  felaw  for  to  sa 

*  State  pUoed  one  aboTt  uothtr,  ia  (Im  i 
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Esfe-waid  tlier  stood  a  gate  of  mai'tml  ▼bit^ 
W«it-ward  vuch  another  in  oppoeit. 
And  Bchorily  to  oondnde,  nam  a  place 
Was  non  in  erthe  in  bo  litel  space. 
In  al  the  lond  ther  nas  no  oraflys  man, 
That  geometry  or  arsmetrike  cax!, 
Ke  portrejour,  ne  kenrer  of  ymage^ 
That  Theseos  ne  gaf  hem  mete  and  wages 
The  theatre  for  to  maken  anddevyBa 
And  for  to  don  his  right  and  saarafise^* 
He  est^ward  hath  «pou  the  gate  aboire. 
In  worschip  of  Y enns,  goddes  of  love^ 
Don  make  an  auter  and  an  oratory; 
And  west-ward  in  the  mynde  and  in  memory 
Of  Man^  he  hath  i-maked  such  anotheri 
That  ooste  largely  of  gold  a  fother. 
And  north-ward,  in  a  toret  on  the  walle^ 
Of  aiabaster  whit  and  reed  coralle 
An  oratory  riche  for  to  see, 
In  worachip  of  Dyane,  goddes  of  chastity 
Hath  Theseus  i-wronght  in  noble  wise. 
But  yit  had  I  forgeten  to  devyse 
The  nobil  kervyng,  and  the  purtretoresy 
The  schap,  the  contynaunoe  of  the  figures^ 
That  weren  in  these  oratories  thra 

Forst  in  the  temple  of  Yenns  thon  may  se 
Wrought  in  ^e  wal,  fill  pitous  to  byholde^ 
The  broken  slepes,  and  the  sfkes  colde ; 
The  sacred*  teeres,  and  the  waymentyng  ; 
The  fayiy  strokes  of  the  desiiyng^ 

*  SMontetp.  147*  note  a.F— Hie  plan  of  the  lists  is  taken  ttrietljrfriNi 
that  of  a  olassleal  amphitheatre,  such  as  it  is  described  in  Tertnllian,  D 
SpedaaiUt.  Upon  this  subject  Mr.  Currey,  in  his  valuable  edition  of  thii 
treatise,  remarks:— ^ The  games  of  the  circus  were  introdooed  with  • 
religions  procession,  and  sacrifices  to  the  idols,  placed  in  Tsst  nnmben 
within  the  drcus.  The  blood  shed  at  the  gladiatorial  shows  was  sup- 
posed to  propitiate  the  god  Dis,  whose  altar  was  in  the  amphitheatre. 
The  theatre  was  express^  dedicated  to  Venus,  being  mmtaced  to  a 

ifmnh  at  AM  ■««'**»*''—* 
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That  lores  senraimts  in  her  lyf  endarea ; 
The  othes,^  that  her  ooyenaatx  aasoieiL 
Pleaance  and  hope,  desyr,  fool-hardjnease^ 
Beanie  and  jouthe,  bauderj  and  richeese, 
Charmes  and  aoroesj*  leeynges  and  fiaterfi 
Dispense^  busynes,  and  jelouisy, 
That  werod  of  yolo  guides  a  gerland. 
And  a  cokko V  sittyng  on  hire  hand ; 
Festes,  instnunentt,  carols,  and  dannces^ 
Lnst  and  amj,  and  al  the  cireamstannoea 
Of  loTe,  which  I  rekned  and  xeken  schal^ 
Ech  bj  other  were  peynted  on  the  waL 
And  mo  than  I  can  make  of  mencioiin. 
For  aothly  al  the  mount  of  Sethenmn,^ 
Ther  Yenns  hath  hir  principal  dweUyng, 
Was  Bchewed  on  the  wal  here  portraying,^ 
With  alle  the  gaxdyn,  and  al  the  Instynea. 
Nought  was  forgete ;  the  porter  Ydelnes, 
Ne  Naroisus  the  fityr  of  yore  agon, 
Ne  yet  the  foly  of  kyng  Salamon, 
Ke  eek  the  grete  strengthe  of  Hercules^ 
Thenchauntements  of  Medea  and  Ceroes^ 
Ne  of  Tumus  the  hard  fuyrj  cotage, 
The  riche  Cresus  caytif  in  serraga 
Thus  may  we  see,  that  wisdom  and  riches^ 
Beante  ne  dei^t^  strengthe  ne  hardynes^ 

1  Th«  Had.  m.  retdi  •  Tb»  othet,  that  by  bcr  eowtnMattmmnrm^ 
Sat  'by*  bMbeM  omitted  in  the  text,  Ibl2«ifiiif  Speght  ewl  Tyrwhitt 

s  Borcenf,  the  tme  raediag  has  been  rectored  by  Mr.  Wright.  Tyr- 
whitt reeda/bros^The  dm  of  ebarms  for  proeuriBf  loTe  ia  TeiyaiMieBl 

Bee  TBEOCBirmt  ^appMrnvrpcoi. 

s  ▲  eookoo  ia  the  emblem  of  anfkithAitneaa  to  the  marriage  rvw.  Is 
ia  fteqnently  aUnded  to  by  the  Elizabethan  wilten.  aad  aappUee  the 
barthen  of  many  aongt. — See  Love't  Labottr  Loatt  Aet  ▼.,  ae.  a. 

4  cithsron,  tacred  to  Venos. 

•  Ghanoer  in  thia  deeeription  haa  before  him  a  ehorefa  of  the  ttaae  la 
Whieh  he  lived.  When  the  whitewaah  is  remored  from  the  walla  of 
•ar  Tillage  ehorehea,  they  are  generally  foaad  to  hava  beiB  aavMad 
with  ftaioo  palatlaga  of  Scriptara  aal^aota. 
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Ne  maj  with  Yentis  holde  cbazDparfcTe^^ 
For  as  ache  luste  the  world  than  maj  sche  gya 
Loy  all  this  folk  i-oaught  were  in  hire  traoe^ 
nil  th^  for  wo  fill  often  sayde  allaa. 
Snffioeth  this  enaample  oon  or  tuo, 
And  though  I  couthe  reken  a  thousand  mo. 
The  statu  of  Yenus^  glorious  for  to  see^ 
Was  naked  fletyng  in  the  large  see, 
And  fro  the  navel  doun  all  eovered  was 
With  wawes  grene,  and  bright  as  eny  glaa. 
A  citole  in  h^  right  hand  hadde  sche^ 
And  on  hir  heed,  ful  semely  on  to  see^ 
A  rose  garland  fal  swete  and  wel  sm^yng, 
And  aboven  hire  heed  dowves  fleyng. 
Bifom  hir  stood  hir  sone  Cupido, 
Upon  his  sdiuldres  were  wynges  two ; 
And  blynd  he  was,  as  it  is  often  seene  ; 
A  bowe  he  bar  and  arwes  fair  and  kene.' 
Why  schuld  I  nought  as  wel  telle  you  alle 
The  portraiture,  that  was  upon  ^e  walle 
Within  the  temple'  of  mighty  Mars  the  reedet 
Al  peynted  was  the  wal  in  length  and  breede 

1  Cbamputf  to  a  legal  term  lignlfying  %  conspiracy.  In  which  OM 
partj  agrees  to  help  another  to  obtain  an  estate,  on  condition  that,  if 
cibtalned,  it  to  to  be  divided  between  them.  The  meaning  here  will  be, 
that  wladom  and  riches  and  the  rest,  though  all  conspiring  together, 
cannot  maintain  a  canse  against  Venus. 

<  Tha  Uarl.  MS.  reads  prvms.  llie  reading  in  the  text,  which  to 
afHdcBtly  the  traa  one,  to  that  of  soma  other  llSSn  and  to  followed  bf 
Tyrwhitt. 

s  The  dcsolption  of  the  Temple  of  Mars  to  derived  from  the  T^eteto, 
lib.  vii.,  40.  The  introduction  of  familiar  Images  of  crime  and  suf- 
fering into  this  fine  symbolical  picture  to  ot^Jccted  to  by  Tyrwhitt, 
Seott,  and  other  critics,  as  incongruous;  and  Mr.  Wright,  in  extenna- 
tlon  of  the  incongruity,  anggesU  tliat  it  arises  from  the  conAtsion  In 
the  mediseral  mind  between  the  god  3[ars  and  the  planet  of  that  name, 
which  was  sopposed  to  shed  its  inflnenceon  these  undignified  calllngt 
and  calamities.  This  is  true  as  far  as  it  goes,  bnt  it  only  removes  tha 
diflkenlty  one  step;  for  why  should  the  butcher,  the  barber  (or  surgeon), 
tha  plckpone,  and  all  sanguinary  mischances,  be  supposed  to  be  under 
I  of  tha  ]dmet  MaiB,  vnleas  they  ware  held  to  be  pleaaiBg  te 


l§i  THE  CUURBBBbsr  CALBL 


Iik»  to  the  cstras  of  the  gridj  plaee, 

That  U^t  the  gret  temjml  oft  Man  in  Teim,' 

In  that  ookle  and  frosty  legban, 

Ther  aa  Mara  halh  hia  aovereyn  mMicioqn. 

Fixat  on  the  wal  waa  pejnted  a  forcrto. 

In  whidi  ther  dwdled  nejther  man  ne  beata^ 

With  knotty  knarry  bar^  treea  okle 

Of  atabbea  aeharpe  and  Mdoaa  to  byholde ; 

In  whidi  ther  ran  a  awymbnl  in  a  awoogh,* 

Ab  it  were  a  atorme  achnld  b^nt  every  boagh : 

And  downward  on  an  hil  under  abent^    . 

Ther  atood  the  tempal  of  BDari  armypotent^* 

ttefodlljmr  If,howcTcr,Uw«atticctbee«refViU7eoBsideRd,ttwmap 
pear  tluU  Chaiioei'f  it  retdly  tbe  more  sublime  idea,  and  the  truer  sfmbol* 
ItBL  Ha  painti  no  eonunoa-place  picture  of  the  *  pomp  and  drcnnstanoa 
of  glorioas  wai*  thii  maj  do  for  a  toomanKnt— hnt  deacribes  thagenlna 
ofwaraa  It  manifests  iuelf  in  the  malignant  passions  which  lead  to 
•tiifo  and  bloodshed :  in  the  spirit  of  covetoosncss.  wliich,  oontami- 
aadng  ooaunonwealtha  no  less  than  individnala,  fmeratei  hatred  and 
oontentlOBi  and  in  the  derelopnunt,  even  by  the  kwer  animals,  of 
those  evil  propensltiea  which  become  the  more  reTOlUng  whmi  they 
•SKDM  the  character  of  instinets.  If  some  images  seem  at  flnt  sigfal 
Indiofoas.  iodi  as  theeookaeaidedlbraU  hie  lon«  ladle,  let  It  be  r*. 
nerabersd*  aa  a  principle  of  art,  how  miich  the  grotesqne  adda  to  the 
horror  with  which  the  dght  of  suflerin(^  affects  the  mind.  Drrden,  wlio 
lightlf  deemed  himself  Informed  by  Chaueerli  spirit,  has  haidly  at  all 
raftned  or  eleralcd  that  grotaaqaencsa,  becaasa  he  knew  the  power  of 
fiunlliar  Inugca.  Neither  magnitude  nor  remoteness,  wUoh  are  held  to 
be  elements  of  the  soblime,  strikes  the  imagination  so  Ibreiblf  aa  tx* 
amj^ss  drawn  fkom  erery-day  experience.  The  general  desciiptkm  of 
a  battle  is  less  impressiTe  than  the  details  of  a  single  death;  and  the 
digniflad  fUl.of  Oasar  in  the  8enate>hoase  produces  less  tenor  than 
the  azeoBtion  of  a  eommon  malefactor.  The  poetn  ol^ect  Is  to  dspld 
•nilBlnf  in  Udeoos  and  ordinary  forms,  in  order  to  display  the  oniTei^ 
aallty  of  the  Inflnenoe  of  the  god,  not  only  in  great  ooowrenoes,  but 
la  the  meanest  incidents  of  life. 

i  Hm  principal  temple  of  Mars  is  described  in  the  Tktbatt  aa  bsfag 
la  Thrace,  because  of  the  wariike  spirit  of  the  inhabitants. 

*  Speght  and  Tyrwhltt,  after  some  MSS.,  read  roai6fo  and  aswoivA. 
The  reading  in  the  text  is  tnm  the  Harleian  HS.,  followed  by  Mr. 
Wflght,  who,  howerer,  fbrnlshes  no  explanation  of  it.  The  swfaitel,  or 
•Ighing,  heard  throogh  the  general  iwongh,  or  oommotion.  Is  flady 


s  This  Una  has  nrsdmdaat  syllable,  whlah  makea  it  neosasaiy  to 
tea4  Imyaf  </as  ons  fbot  Dryden,  with  a  Just  apprsoiatioa  of  its  tosrilb 
hu  vaUlaad  it»  only  thns  oorreeting  the  irregularity  of  the  aietra  i^ 
•  Tte  ttmpli  stood  of  Mars  amipota&t' 
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WrafU^t  a*  3f  barned  steel,  of  wliioli  tbentre 

Was  long  and  streyt,  and  gastly  for  to  see. 

And  tkeront  came  a  rage  and  sache  a  prise^^ 

Thai  it  maad  al  the  gates  for  to  rise. 

The  northen  light"  in  at  the  dore  schon, 

For  -wyndow  on  the  walle  ne  was  ther  noon, 

Thomgh  the  Yi^ch  men  might  no  light  disoema 

The  dores  ynr  alle  ademaontz  eteme^ 

I-denohed  overthward  and  endelong 

With  iren  ton^ ;  and,  for  to  make  it  strong 

"Every  piler  the  tempol  to  sosteene 

Was  tonne  grtet»  of  iren*  bright  and  sohene. 

Ther  saugh  I  furst  the  derk  yma^yx^ 

Of  felonj,  and  al  the  compassyng ; 

The  oniel  ire^ as  reed  as  enj  sleede; 

The  pikeporSy  and  eek  the  pale  drede ; 

The  smyler  iritli  the  knjf  under  his  doke; 

The  schipoe  brennjrng  with  the  blake  smoke; 

The  tresoun  of  the  murtheryng  in  the  bed;* 

The  open  werres,  with  woondes  al  bi^bled; 

Contek  with  bloody  knjf^  and  sdiaxp  manact. 

Al  fill  of  chirkyng  was  that  soiy  plaoei 


1  Bp^t  Widt,  9uek  a  raff€  and  a  vim;  Tyrwhitt,  iwiehe  a  vite.  TiM 
■iMBtiig  of  the  readlnic  In  the  text  is  not  obrtona.  [Tbe  right  reading  ii 
veM,  gkMnd  by  impttua  in  the  EUenmro  318.,  and  apparently  from  the  lame 
■ooroe  mpkeu€.  The  A.-S./6«  means  Impetaooa,  and  ▲.-&.  fytan  is  to  rash. 
to  drlTS;  c£  Swed.  fd$a,  to  drive.  'lYius  w«<  means  a  rash,  as  of  a  blasL 
In  tha  next  line  the  ri^ht  reading  is  me,  to  shaks^  to  rattle.  The  reading 
riis  makes  nonsense.— W.  W.  &J 

*  ▲nroraboieaUa. 

Laditnr  adrersam  Fbcebl  Jnhar,  Ipsaqne  wdem 

Lax  timet,  «t  dlrai  edntrlstat  sidera  talgotj^TMbalf^  ilL,  4S. 

Tynrfaltt  does  not  notice  the  Idea  of  the  temple  being  Illnmlned  by  tba 
northern  light,  as  derived  from  the  Tltesndaf  Chaucer,  therefore,  to 
probably  entitled  to  the  full  credit  of  this  fine  image. 

*  The  poet  probably  had  in  his  mind  a  Norman  cathedral,  with  Ita 
ronnd  massive  piers,  so  dilTerent  lh>m  the  light  elegant  clnstcred  shafta 
9i  the  architecture  of  his  own  time,  and  so  appropriate  to  the  temple  oC 
tbe  stem  god  of  arms, 

«  laaliuaioatotteDaaidda. 


IM  THE  OABTEUOIIT  TALE& 

The  deer  of  bimself  yet  taugh  I  there, 
His  herte-blood  hath  bathed  al  his  here; 
The  nayl  y-dryre  in  the  sdiode  a-ny^t;^ 
The  oolde  deth,  with  mouth  -gapyng  uprights 
Amyddee  of  the  texnpul  ^et'mischainice,    ' 
.With  aory  comfort  and  evel  contynaonce. 
I  sangh  woodnea*  laughying  in  his  rage; 
Armed  complaint,  outhees,  and  fieni  outrage.* 
The  caroigne  in  the  busshe,  with  throte  y-come: 
A  thonaand  alaine,  and  not  of  qualme  y-stofVe; 
The  tiraunte,  with  the  preye  by  force  y-raft; 
The  toun  destroied,  ther  was  no  thynge  laft 
Yet  sawgh  I  brente  the  schippes  hoppesteres;* 
The  hnnte  strangled  with  the  wild  beres: 
The  sowe*  freten  the  child  right  in  the  cradel ; 
The  cook'  i-skalded,  for  al  his  longe  ladeL 

1  ijianiiiloD,perliapi,totb*dMUiof  8ia«ni^---iM^,iT. 

*  Latatqn*  ftarorv— TVAoif,  TiL 
s  TIM  HwL  US.  rMdf— 

•  TIm  hut  stnastod  with  wllde  bont  oonift,* 
whkh  bcfldcBtlr  cornipt,  tot  the  boar  don  not  ttnniclt,  bat  ript  ap 
hii  purtocri  and  the  Mune  worda  are  applied  Immediateif  afterwaida 
with  greater  propriety  to  the  bear.  Tjrrtvhitt'a  reading,  which  ia  more 
MBMiiaBt  with  the  aoemmta  character  of  Chaueei^  imagerjr,  ia  therelbra 
adopted  in  the  text.  The  poet  probablj  had  in  hSa  mind  the  predatory 
Ineiniona  of  the  boraerera  of  England  and  Seotland,  wfaieh  often 
InTolTed  the  two  eountriea  in  fenda,  aucb  aa  led  to  the  battle  of  .Chevy 
Chaae  or  Otterbonme.  The  word  outheeK^  meaning  ontcry.  ia  ftom  the 
baibanma  Latin  Hutetkan,  and  entera  into  the  oompoaltloB  of  oar 
azpreaaion,  *  Mm  and  cry/  and«  indeed,  of  oiitery. 

4  Brilatricea  carina.— Tfteteit.  Speght  interpreta  tUa  word  pOof 
(gnbemaenlnm  tenentea) :  Tyrwhitt, /emale  cbmeert,  applied  to  aUpe  aa 
dandng  on  the  warea.  None  of  the  conunentatora  appear  to  haT* 
met  the  word  elaewhere. 

*  Thia  ia  not  an  nnoommon  aeddent  in  eoontriea  where  the  fwine 
me  allowed  to  roam  at  large,  aa  waa  oaoal  with  on.-  Saxon  anoeatora* 
•Bd  in  Ireland  at  the  preaent  day.  Dryden  liaa  not  improTod  npon  Oie 
paaaage  by  rendering  it— 

*  The  new4M«i  babe  by  nnraea  overlaid.' 

*  We  hare  hera  an  lUnatration  of  the  time  when  men  lived  In  lafgn 
eoBuniuiitice,  and  cooicery  waa  peilbrmed  on  a  grand  aeale,  aa  when  th« 
wimle  gaiTiaon  «f  a  feodal  caatle,  or  an  entire  brotherlMod  of  i 
la  aa  ibbay.  dined  tqgethar  ia  the  ooa 
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Nought  "betli  forgeten  the  inforttme  of  Hart; 

The  carter^  over-ryden  with  his  cart^ 

Under  the  whel  fal  lowe  he  lay  adoiUL 

Ther  wer  also  of  Martz  divisioun, 

The  bai*hoiir/  and  the  bowcher,  and  the  eniTlihi 

That  foirgeth  scharpe  swetdes  on  hia  siith. 

And  al  above  depejnted  in  a  tour 

Saw  I  oonqnest  aittjng  in  gret  honour, 

With  the  Bchaipe  Bwenl  over  his  heed 

Hangynge  by  a  sotil  twyne  threed.* 

Depeynted  \7a8  ther  the  Rianght  of  Jalin% 

Of  grete  Kero,  and  of  Anthonius; 

Al  be  that  ilke  tyme  they  were  nnbom. 

Yet  was  here  deth  depeynted  ther  byforn. 

By  manasyng  of  Martz,  right  by  figure, 

So  was  it  sohewed  right  in  the  purtretnre 

As  is  depeynted  in  sterres  above. 

Who  schal  be  slayn  or  elles  deed  for  love. 

Suffioeth  oon  eusample  in  stories  olde, 

I  may  not  reken  hem  alle,  though  I  wolde. 

The  statue  of  Mars  upon  a  carte  stood, 
Armed,  and  loked  gryxti  as  he  were  wood; 
And  over  his  heed  ther  schyneth  two  figures 
Of  sterres,  that  been  cleped  in  scripturesy 
That  oon  Puella,  that  othur  Bubius.* 
This  god  of  armes  was  arayed  thus. 


>  St  Tteni  eunu,  protiitaqae  cnrrilmf  CTL—TMoit. 

9  The  barber  in  the  middle  aget  exercised  the  office  of  blood 
letter  aad  ehlrui:geon  generally  t  hence  one  of  the  mercantile  com 
panics  ia  the  Corporation  of  London  is  still  called  the  BarlTer-surgeou 
^npasf  .  The  pole,  nsnally  fixed  ontside  barbers'  shofis,  *  was  to  sbow 
^iiat  the  maetcr  of  the  shop  practised  surgery,  and  could  breathe  •  vcia 
as  fpaU.  as  now  m  beard  <  such  a  staff  being  to  this  day.  by  eveiy 
village  practitioner,  put  into  the  hand  ot  a  patient  ondeivoin^'ffie 
opiraftieBi  «f  phlebotomy  .'—ifuft'^uorMm  RtpotUorg. 

*  Apparently  an  allusion  to  the  sword  of  Damodet. 

4  The  names  of  two  flgnres  in  (rcomnncy,  representing  two  constil* 
latioBS  im  HeaTen.  FuelU  signifleth  Man  retrograde,  and  Biibtaa 
Han  dlx«8(/-8. 


IC6  9HS  OAIITEBSDBT  TAUBI. 

A  wolf  ther  stood  byfom  him  st  Iiib  ftet 
With  eyen  reed,  and  of  a  man  he  eet; 
With  sotyl  penoel  depejnted  was  this  storia. 
In  redontjng  of  Mars  and  of  his  glorie. 

Now  to  the  temple  of  Dyane  the  chaste 
As  schortly  as  I  can  I  wol  me  hasten 
To  telle  70a  al  the  descripcionn. 
Depeynted  ben  the  walles  up  and  down. 
Of  hontyng  and  of  schamefii^t  chastity. 
Ther  saugh  I  how  woful  Calystop^^ 
Whan  that  Dyane  was  agreved  with  herSi 
Was  tamed  from  a  womman  to  a  here, 
And  after  was  sche  maad  the  loode-stene; 
Thns  was  it  peynted,  I  can  say  no  ferre; 
Hire  son  is  eek  a  sterre,  as  men  may  se& 
Ther  sawgh  I  Dyane*  turned  intil  a  tree^ 
I  mene  nought  the  goddes  Dyane, 
But  Peneus  doughter,  the  whiche  hight  Dana 
Ther  saugh  I  Atheon*  an  hert  i-maked. 
For  Yenfiance  that  he  saugh  Dyane  al  naked; 
I  saugh  how  that  his  houndes  han  him  caught. 
And  freten  him,  for  that  they  knew  hun  naught 
Yit  i-peynted  was  a  litel  forthermore. 
How  Atthalaunoe*  huntyd  the  wild  bor% 
And  Melyagre,  and  many  another  mo, 
For  which  Dyane  wrought  hem  care  and  woa 
Ther  saugh  I  eek  many  another  story, 
The  whidi  me  list  not  drawe  to  memory* 
This  goddes  on  an  hert  ful  hye  sect, 
With  smale  houndes  al  aboute  hire  feet, 
And  undemethe  hir  feet  sche  had  the  moone^ 
Wezyng  it  was,  and  schulde  wane  soone. 
In  gaude  gre^ie  hire  statue  clothed  was^ 
Widi  bowe  in  hande,  and  arwes  in  a  caa. 

>  CillMo,  a  daagliter  of  Ljnoii,  Idnc  of  Awiirtli  (    Stt  OnM 
IMl,  U.  153.  '  Dftphaa..— OviD^  MdamorpiL,  L,  4S0. 

•  ▲sUHm.— Otid'i  MHamtfrpiL,  UL,  i3S. 
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Hit  eyglian  caste  sclie  fbl  loweadooft, 

Ther  Plato  hath  hia  derke  r^;]Oiiiu 

A  womman  trayailyng^  was  hire  biforo. 

Bat  for  hire  ohild  bo  Icnge  vaa  Tmbom 

Ful  pitonalj  Lnoyna  gan  ache  calle, 

And  8^de^ '  Help,  for  thou  majst  beat  of  allflL* 

Wei  conihe  he  peynte  Ijfly  that  it  wrought^ 

With  maxkj  a  floren  he  the  hewea  booghtb 

Now  been  thiae  listea  maad,  and  Theaeua 
That  at  hia  grete  cost  arayed  thna 
The  templea  and  the  theatrea  ereir  del, 
Whan  it  vaa  don,  it  liked  him  right  weL 
But  atynt  I  wil  of  Theaeoa  a  lite, 
And  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Areite. 

The  day  approcheth  of  her  attoumyng,' 
That  eyeiy  achuld  an  htindred  knightea  biyn^ 
The  batail  to  derrejnue^  aa  I  yon  tolde; 
And  til  Athenea,  her  covenant  to  holde, 
Hath  eyeiy  of  hem  brought  an  hundred  knightea 
Wei  aimed  for  the  werre  at  alle  rightea. 
And  aikerly  ther  trowed  many  a  man 
That  never,  aiihthen  that  this  world  bigan. 
For  to  apeke  of  knighthod  of  her  bond, 
Aa  fer  as  Qod  has  maked  sea  or  lend, 
Naa,  of  80  fewe,  so  good  a  company. 
For  eveiy  wight  that  loveth  chyvaliy. 
And  wold,  his  thankes,*  have  a  passant  name^ 
Hath  preyed  that  he  might  be  of  that  game; 
And  wel  was  him,  that  therto  chosen  was. 
For  if  ther  felle  to  morwe  each  a  caas, 
I  knowe  wel,  that  every  lusty  knij;ht, 
That  loveth  paramonrs,  and  Lath  Lis  mighty 
Were-it  in  Engelond,  or  elles where, 
Ihey  wold,  here  tLankcs,  wilne  to  be  these. 


1  DitoktL,  wfa«a  faiTolLfd  M  tlM  goddtM  ptcridinf  orer  ddU-blrtti, 
WM  ealled  Loelna. 
s  4p^litMid  Tynrbitk  read,  retimikig.     *  Sm  mU,  p.  140,  aeU  u 
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To  figbte  for  a  hAj;  henMcUel 
It  were  a  lusty  sighte  for  to  see. 
Axid  right  80  ferden  Mh&j  with  FkJamoa. 
With  lum  ther  wente  knyghtes  many  ooii; 
Some  wol  ben  armed  in  an  haburgoun. 
In  a  bright  brest  plat  and  a  gypoun; 
And  8om  wold  have  a  peyre  plates  large; 
And  aom  wold  have  a  Pruce  scheld,  or  a  taige; 
Som  wol  been  armed  on  here  legges  weel. 
And  have  an  ax,  and  eek  a  mace  of  steeL 
Ther  nys  no  newe  gyse,  that  it  nas  old. 
Armed  were  they,  83  I  have  you  told, 
Ererich  after  hia  owen  opinioun. 

Ther  maistoV  se  comyng  with  Palamoon 
Ugorge  himself  the  grete  kyng  of  Traoe; 
Bkk  was  his  herd,  and  manly  was  hia  ftoe^ 
The  cerdes  of  his  eyen  in  his  heed 
They  gloweden  bytwixe  yolw  and  reed» 
And  Uk  a  griffoun  loked  he  aboute. 
With  kempe  heres  on  hia  browea  stowte; 
Hifl  lymes  greets  hia  brawnea  hard  and  strongs, 
Hia  achuldres  brood,  hia  armes  ronnde  and  longa 
And  aa  the  gyae  waa  in  hia  oontrd, 
Fal  heye  npon  a  chare  of  gold  atood  he^ 
With  fonre  white  boles  in  a  traya. 
In  atede  of  cote  armour  in  his  hamaya, 
With  nales  yolwe,  and  bright  as  eny  gold. 
He  had  a  here  akyn,  cole-blak  for  old. 
Hia  lange  heer  y-kempt  byhynd  hia  hsk^ 
Am  eny  raven  fether  it  achon  for  blak.' 
A  wrethe  of  gold  ann-gret,  and  huge  of  wight^ 
Upon  hia  heed,  aet  ful  of  atoonea  bright^ 
Of  fyne  rubeua  and  of  fyn  dyamauntz. 
Aboate  hia  chare  wente  white  alaunz,* 


>  Mftfcit tfaovw— S« ante, p.  is3. notes.  *  Fori 

*  Bpoght  tDterptr«U  afaamc  greyhoondas   Tyrwbitt,  mastifi.     TIm 

rtt«  WM  spptrentlf  muled  by  the  fact  that  the  wolf-doK,  gemmtOf 

awn  by  the  namt  of  Iho  JHth  grt^komdt  becama  ■wd  mort  f  HMtly 
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Twenty  and  mo^  as  gnte  as  any  aiare^ 
To  htuite  at  the  ]youn  or  at  the  bera^ 
And  folwad  liiin,  with  mosel  fast  i-bouade^ 
Colerd  with  golde,  and  torettes  fyled  rounda 
An  bnndred  lordes  had  he  in  hia  route 
Armed  ful  wel,  with  hertes  stem  and  stoataii 

With  Arcita^  in  stories  as  men  fjnde^ 
The  gret  Emetreus,  the  kyng  of  Ynde^ 
Uppon  a  steede  bay»  trapped  in  steel. 
Covered  with  cloth  of  gold  dyapred  wel. 
Gam  rydyng  lyk  the  g^  of  armes  Man. 
His  coote  armonr  was  of  a  cloth  of  Tan^ 
Cowched  of  perlys  whyte,  round  and  gveteii 
His  sadil  was  of  brend  gold  newe  bete; 
A  mantelet  upon  his  schuldre  hangyng 
£ret-ful  of  rubies  reed,  as  fir  spardynj^ 
His  orispe  her  lik  lynges  was  i-ronne^ 
And  that  was  yalwe,  and  gliteryng  as  the 
His  nose  was  heigh,  his  eyen  were  cytrjme^ 
HiB  lippes  rounde,  his  colour  was  sangwyn, 
A  fewe  freknes  in  his  £ftce  y-spreynd, 
Betwixe  yolwe  and  somdel  blak  y-meynd. 
And  as  a  lyoun  he  his  lokyng  caste. 
Of  fyve  and  twenty  yeer  his  age  I  caste. 
His  herd  was  wel  bygonne  for  to  sprynge; 
His  Toys  was  as  a  trumpe  thunderynge. 
Upon  his  heed  he  wered  of  laurer  grene 
A  garlond  freisch  and  lusty  for  to  sene. 
Upon  his  bond  be  ]»iir  for  Lis  dehi; 
An  egle^  tame,  as  euy  lylie  -whyt. 


In  tbtft  oomitry,  b  called  by  BulTon  fe  matin.  It  WM  a  dog  of  fTMit 
p&mr  and  twiftneM,  of  which  specimens  wero  pmerred  tUl  withio. 
a  ftir  yoanbjr  grentlemen  of  fortune  u  onriocitiec. 

>  The  nge  for  hawking  reached  so  great  a  height  in  the  middle  agoit 
that  ihlcoBS  were  carried  on  the  fist  and  petted  on  the  most  loleBui 
ooeationa,  and  when  not  wanted  for  the  sport.  There  are  many 
examples  of  kings  requiring  so  many  falcons  as  ransom  or  tribute.  1^ 
make  Emetrina  carry  a  tame  eagle  on  his  hand  must,  howcTer,  be  an 
•xi^praliai,  intended  to  give  an  idea  if  the  giganUo  strength  and 
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An  hmulTed  lordes  bad  he  with  him  tho^ 

Al  armed  sanf  here  hedes  in  here  ger, 

Fdl  richely  in  alle  maner  thingea. 

For  tmsteth  wel,  that  dukes,  erlea,  kyngei^ 

Were  gadred  in  this  noble  companje^ 

For  love,  and  for  encres  of  chivalrya 

Abonte  the  kyng  ther  ran  on  every  part 

Fill  many  a  tame  Ijoon  and  lepart 

And  in  this  wise  thes  lordes  alle  and  some 

Been  on  the  Sonday  to  the  cit^  oome 

Aboute  prime^  and  in  the  torm  alight. 

This  Theseus,  this  duk,  this  worthy  knight^ 

Whan  he  had  brought  hem  into  his  cit^ 

And  ynned  hem,  everich  at  his  degr6 

He  firateth  him,  and  doth  so  gret  labour 

To  esen  hem,  and  do  hem  al  honour, 

That  yit  men  wene  that  no  mannes  wyt 

Of  non  estat  that  cowde  amenden  it. 

The  mynstralcye,  the  servyce  at  the  fesie^ 

The  grote  giftes  to  the  most  and  leste. 

The  riehe  amy  of  Theseus  paleya^ 

Ne  who  sat  first  ne  last  upon  the  deya^ 

What  ladies  &yre6t  ben  or  best  daunsyng^ 

Or  which  of  hem  can  daunoe  best  or  sin^ 

Ne  who  most  felyngly  speketh  of  love ; 

What  haukes  sitten  on  the  perche  aboTe^ 

What  houndes  lyen  in  the  floor  adoun : 

Of  al  this  make  I  now  no  mendoun ; 

But  of  theffect;  that  thinketh  me  the  beste; 

Now  oomth  the  poynt,  and  herkneth  if  you  leste. 

The  Sonday  night,  or  day  bigan  to  springe^ 
When  Palamon  l£e  larke  herde  synge^ 
Although  it  were  nought  day  by  houres  too, 
Tit  sang  the  larke,  and  Palamon  also 


■tftton  of  the  Indian  kbif,uidtlMitniiffMieM  of  UftMtai.  ThoM 
nmark  sppliM  to  his  bdng  Moomponiod  bf  wmtg  tMM  lioai  ( 
loopudi. 
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With  holy  Leite,  aad  with  an  heih  oonge 
He  Tooe,  to  wenden  on  his  pilgrymi^ 
Unto  the  blisful  Cithera  b^gne, 
I  mene  YenuB,  honorable  and  digne. 
And  in  hire^  hour  he  walketh  forth  a  paas 
Unto  the  lystes,  ther  hir  temple  waa. 
And  doun  ho  kneleth,  and,  with  humble  cheer 
And  herte  sore,  he  seide  as  ye  schal  heer. 

*  Fairest  of  £iire,  o  lady  mjn  YenuSy 
Doughter  of  Jove,  and  spouse  to  Yulcantu^ 
Thou  glader  of  the  mount  of  Citheroun, 
For  thilke  love  thou  haddest  to  Adeoun* 
Have  pit6  on  my  bitter  teeres  smerte, 
And  tak  myn  humble  prayer  to  thin  herta 
Alias !  I  ne  have  no  langage  for  to  telle 
Theffeotes  ne  the  tormentz  of  myn  helle ; 
Myn  herte  may  myn  harmes  nat  bewreye ; 
I  am  so  oonfus,  that  I  may  not  seye. 
But  mercy,  lady  bright,  that  knowest  wel 
^My  thought,  and  felest  what  harm  that  I  fel, 
Consider  al  this,  and  rew  upon  my  sore, 
As  wisly  as  I  schal  for  evermore 
Enforce  my  might  thi  trewe  servant  to  be, 
And  holde  werre  alday  with  chastity ; 
That  make  I  myn  avow,  so  ye  me  helpe» 
I  kepe  nat  of  armes  for  to  yelpe.* 


>  In  a  long  note  vpon  this  plaee,  1>rwhitt  quotes  ttom  the  Kala^ 
drier  de  BergUrt,  published  in  tbe  year  iSoo,  trom  which  it  appeart 
that  the  hours  of  the  day  were  assigued  to  tlie  sereral  planets  in  the 
following  order :— Saturn,  Jupiter,  If  art«  Sol,  Venus,  Mercury,  Luna. 
The  first  hour  after  sunrise  belonfted  to  the  planet  which  gave  its  name 
to  the  day ;  in  this  case,  being  Sunday,  the  first  hour  belonged  to  SoL 
Kow.if  the  honrt  be  counted,  it  will  be  found  that  the  twenty-seoond,or 
two  hours  before  sunrise  on  Monday  morning,  at  which  time  Palamon  set 
out  for  the  Temple,  belonged  to  Venus ;  and  that  Ardte  and  Emily 
were  equaUy  aocorate  in  obserring  the  proper  honrs  for  their  sereral 
derotions. 

<  Adonif. 

*  I  care  not  to  whine  abo«t  raoeen  in  anna,  ipokea  in  OMtenpt  of 
eglMy. 

▼OL.  L  u 


162  THI  CAHTEBBU&T  TAtAb 

Ne  nat  I  aske  to  mom  to  h&ve  yietoric^ 

Ne  renonn  in  this  caas,  ne  vejne  glorie 

Of  pris  of  armes^  blowjng  up  and  donD, 

Bat  I  wolde  have  ful  |>osseflsionn 

Of  Emelje,  and  dye  in  thi  servise ; 

Fjnd  thou  the  manor  how,  and  in  what  wya^ 

I  recche  nat,  but  it  may  better  be^ 

To  have  victorie  of  him,  or  he  of  me, 

So  that  I  have  my  lady  in  myn  armes. 

For  though  so  be  that  Mars  be  god  of  armea^ 

And  ye  be  Venus,  the  goddes  of  love, 

Youre  vertu  is  so  gret  in  heven  above^ 

Thy  temple  wol  I  worschipe  evermo, 

And  on  thin  auter,  wher  I  lyde  or  go^ 

I  wol  do  sacrifice,  and  fyres  beete; 

And  if  ye  wol  nat  so,  my  lady  sweete. 

Than  pray  I  the,  to  morwe  with  a  spera 

Tliat  Arcita  me  thurgh  the  herte  here. 

Thanne  rekke  I  nat,  whan  I  have  lost  my  lyf 

Though  that  Arcite  have  hir  to  his  wy£ 

This  is  theffect  and  end  of  my  prayere ; 

Gif  me  my  love,  thou  bliaful  lady  deera* 

Whan  thorisoun  was  doon  of  PaJamon, 

His  sacrifice  he  dede,  and  that  anoon 

Ful  pitously,  with  aUe  circumstances^ 

Al  telle  I  nat  as  now  his  observances. 

But  at  the  last  the  statu  of  Venus  schook; 

And  made  a  signe,  wherby  that  he  took 

That  his  prayer  accepted  was  that  day. 

For  though  the  signe  schewed  a  delay. 

Yet  wist  he  wel  that  graunted  was  Iuf  boone ; 

And  with  glad  herte  he  went  him  hom  ful  sooiMk 

The  thrid  hour  inequal^  that  Palamon 
Bigan  to  Venus  temple  for  to  goon, 

t  [TIm  onl  doek-licNni  wwe  aqiul.  Bnt  tht  aitrologled  w&n  'm* 
•qiul/  becMiM  the  day  from  fanrtee  to  miaet  wm  divided  into  tinlv* 
poftlona,  which  varied  daily,  and  were,  except  at  th0  e^oinoiOH^  uiitqail 
Ib  toocth  to  the  'hoon'  oi  tba  »^At^-W.  W.&J 
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Dp  foot  the  lozuie,  and  up  root  Bmdje, 
And  to  th«  templa  of  Dian  gan  idiB  hy& 
Hir  mAjdens,  that  sche  with  hir  thider  laddo^ 
FqI  redily  with  hem  the  fyr  ihey  hadde, 
Thenoem,  the  clothes,  and  the  remenaxit  al 
That  to  the  sacnlloe  longen  Bchal ; 
The  hornee  fdl  of  meth,  as  is  the  gyaa; 
Ther  lakketh  nought  to  do  here  sacrifiaa 
Smolmig  the  temple,  ful  of  doUies  laire^ 
This  Emelye  with  herte  debonaize 
Hir  body  weanh  with  watir  of  a  wdle; 
But  how  ache  dide  I  ne  dar  nat  talle^ 
Bat  it  be  enj  thing  in  general ; 
And  yet  it  were  a  game  to  here  it  al ; 
To  him  that  menet^  wel  it  were  no  oharge : 
Bnt  it  is  good  a  man  be  at  his  large. 
Hir  brighte  her  was  kempt,  nntrened  al ; 
A  oorone  of  anene  ok  oerial 
Upon  hir  heedwas  set  fnl  fair  and  meete. 
Too  fyres  on  the  auier  gan  sche  beete, 
And  did  hir  ihinges,  as  men  may  biholde 
In  Stace  of  Thebes^  and  the  bokes  olde. 
Whan  kynled  was  the  fyre,  with  pitoos  cheexe 
Unto  Dyan  sche  spak,  as  ye  may  heere. 

'  O  chaste  godd^  of  the  woodes  greene^ 
To  whom  boUie  heven  and  erthe  and  see  is 
Queen  of  the  regno  of  Pluto  derk  and  lowe^ 
Groddes  of  maydenes,  that  m3m  hert  has  knowe 
Fnl  many  a  yeer,  ye  woot  what  I  desire, 
As  keep  me  fro  the  vengans  of  thilk  yre^ 
That  Atheon'  aboughte  trewely: 
Ghaste  goddesse,  wel  wo6t  thou  that  I 
Desire  to  ben  a  mayden  al  my  ly^ 
Ne  never  wol  I  be  no  love  ne  wjt 


l&it]M7Maifor8UUiii,aLatlBpott.who]lTcd  te  tht  iH^  «f 
BMiitiaB,  alnAdj  quoted. 

M  2 
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1  ftm,  thou  wosi,  jit  of  thi  oompsny, 
A  mayden,  and  lore  hnntjng  and  Tenerj, 
And  for  to  walken  in  the  woodes  vjlde, 
And  nought  to  ben  a  wji,  and  be  with  chjida 
Nought  wol  I  knowe  the  oompanj  of  man. 
Now  helpe  me,  lady,  sythnes  je  may  and  kan, 
For  the  thre  formes^  that  thon  hast  in  the. 
And  Palamon,  that  hath  such  lore  to  me^ 
And  eek  Aimte^  that  loreth  me  bo  sore, 
Thia  grace  I  praye  the  withooten  more^ 
Ab  sonde  love  and  pees  betwix  hem  two  ; 
And  fro  me  tome  awey  here  hertes  so, 
That  al  here  hoote  lore,  and  here  desire^ 
Al  here  besy  torment,  and  al  here  fyie 
Be  qneynt,  or  turned  in  another  plaoa. 
And  if  so  be  thou  wol  do  me  no  gnee^ 
Or  if  my  destyni  be  schapid  so, 
That  I  schal  needes  have  on  of  hem  two^ 
So  send  me  him  that  most  desiieth  me. 
Biholde,  goddes  of  dene  chastity 
The  bitter  teeres  that  on  my  cheekes  &lle. 
Syn  thou  art  mayde,  and  keper  of  us  alle. 
My  maydenhode  thon  kepe  and  wel  oonserre^ 
And  whil  I  lyre  a  mayde  I  wil  the  serve.* 

The  fyrea  bren  upon  the  auter  deer, 
Whil  Emelye  was  in  hire  preyer  j 
But  sodeinly  sche  saugh  a  sighte  qneynt^ 
For  right  anon  on  of  ihe  tjres  queynt, 
And  qnyked  agayn,  and  after  that  anon 
That  other  fyr  was  queynt^  and  al  agon  ;• 
And  as  it  queynt,  it  made  a  whistdyng^ 
As  doth  a  wete  brond  in  his  brennyng. 
And  at  the  brondes  end  out  ran  anoon 
As  it  were  bloody  dropes  many  oon  / 

1  la  HttL  KS.  Ilkrt  if  omftttod,  evklentlj  hf  inlstaka.  OlMm  li 
MU«d  Divft  Triformit,  in  hcavoi  Luna,  on  earth  DUna  aad  Ladaa 
•Bd  ia  ImU  FkOMrplna. 

'  Tha  qvenehlnf  of  ona  of  tlia  Sm  dcnotod  tlia  dafcal  of  Palamo^ 
aadthaqakkoDlnffagaiaUiSMdMNoaM.  HMqnaaaliiiif  of  tbaotiMk 
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For  whieh  to  aore  agaet  was  Emaljrey 

That  ache  was  wel  neih  mad,  and  gan  to  ori% 

For  aoiha  n^  wiato  what  it  ngmf  jed ; 

But  oonely  for  feere  thus  ache  cryed, 

And  wepte^  that  it  was  pit6  to  heere. 

And  therewithal  Dyane  gan  appeer% 

With  bow  in  hond,  right  as  a  huntereaM^ 

And  scyd ;  '  Al  dooghter,  stynt  thyn  herynessa 

Among  the  goddes  hye  it  is  aflbrmed. 

And  by  eteme  word  write  and  oonfermedt 

Thon  sohalt  be  wedded  unto  oon  of  thai, 

That  have  for  the  so  moche  care  and  wo; 

Bat  unto  which  of  hem  may  I  nat  telle. 

Farewell  for  I  may  her  no  lenger  dwelle. 

The  fyres  which  that  on  myn  auter  bren 

Schuln  the  declare,  or  that  thou  go  hen, 

Thyn  adventure  of  love,  and  in  this  caaa.* 

Axui  with  that  word,  the  arwes  in  the  caaa 

Of  the  goddesse  datren  faste  and  rynge, 

And  forth  sche  went^  and  made  vanyBachynge^ 

For  which  this  Emelye  astound  was, 

And  seide, '  What  amounteth  this,  alias  I 

I  put  me  under  thy  protecdoun, 

Dyane,  and  in  thi  disposicioun.' 

Ajad  hoom  sche  goth  anon  the  nexte  way. 

This  is  theffect,  ^er  nys  no  mor  to  say. 

The  next  houre  of  Mars  folwynge  this^^ 
Ardte  to  the  temple  walkyd  is, 
To  fyry  Mars  to  doon  his  sacrifis^ 
With  al  the  rightes  of  his  payen  wise^ 
With  pitous  herte  and  heih  devocioun. 
Right  thus  to  Mars  he  sayd  his  orisoun : 
'O  stfOBge  god^  that  in  the  reynes  cold 
Of  Tncd  honoured  and  lord  art  y-hold, 


Are,  and  Iti  droppinf  blood,  snd  golof  out  with  a  wfaiftUsf  boImii 
■ignifiei  AzeHoU  TioUnt  doath  and  last  ai^iu. 

1  The  naxt  hoar  of  Kan  &UowUif  tbia,  niU  ho  fooad  to  bo  thno 
boon  after  that  of  Diaaa. 
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And  bast  in  ereiy  regne  and  every  land 
Of  armea  al  the  bridcd  in  thy  hand, 
And  hem  foitnnest  aa  the  lust  deryae 
Aooept  of  me  my  pitona  sacrifise. 
If  80  be  that  my  yoathe  may  deserre, 
And  that  my  might  be  worthi  for  to  aerre 
Thy  godhed,  that  I  may  ben  on  of  thinc^ 
Then  pray  I  the  to  rewe  on  my  pyne^ 
For  thilke  peyne,  and  that  hoote  fiiyie, 
In  which  whilom  thou  brendest  for  deajre^ 
When  that  thon  nsedest  the  gret  bewt6 
Of  fikire  fireissche  Venus,  that  is  so  free, 
And  haddest  hir  in  armes  at  thy  wille  ; 
And  though  the  ones  on  a  tyme  m3rsfille^ 
When  Yulcanns  had  caught  the  in  his  laaa^ 
And  hnd  the  liggyng  by  his  wyi;  allaasj 
For  thilke  aorwe  that  was  in  thin  herte^ 
Hare  reuthe  as  wel  npon  my  peynes  smerte. 
I  am  y<mg  and  onkonnyng,  as  thon  west, 
And,  aa  I  trowe,  with  Ioto  offendid  most^ 
That  ever  was  eny  lyves  creature ; 
For  ache,  that  doth  me  al  this  wo  endnre^ 
Ne  rekketh  never  whether  I  synke  or  fieta 
And  wel  I  woot»  or  sche  me  mercy  heete, 
I  moot  with  atrengthe  wyn  hir  in  the  place  ; 
And  wel  I  wot,  withouten  help  or  grace 
Of  the,  ne  may  my  strengthe  nonght  avayla 
Then  help  me,  lord,  to  mom^  in  my  batayle^ 
For  thilke  fyr  that  whilom  brende  the, 
Aa  wel  aa  this  fire  now  brenneth  me ; 
And  do  to  mom  that  I  have  the  yictorieu 
Myn  be  the  travail,  al  thin  be  the  glorie. 
Thy  aorerein  tempul  wol  I  most  hononren 
Of  any  place,  and  alway  most  labonren 
In  thy  plesaunce  and  in  thy  craftes  strong 
And  in  thy  teapnl  I  wol  my  baner  honj^ 


•  To-«iorrow,  in  the  morainff ;  i.  e-.the  mornlnf^  whieb  Is  eomiaf. 
t  II  wM  ttiual  fior  ft  knight  to  hang  ap  hia  bua«r  in  the  ehan^ 
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And  ille  the  mnnm  otmy  omnpaiiyv^ 

And  e\€T  morey  unto  that  day  T  dye^ 

Eteme  fyr  I  vol  bifore  the  fyndei 

And  eek  to  this  avow  I  wol  me  bynde  i 

My  herd,  myn  heer  that  hangeth  longe  adonni 

That  nerer  yit  ne  felt  offenaioon 

Of  rasoor  ne  of  severe,  I  wol  thee  gi^e,^ 

And  be  thy  trewe  Bervannt  whiks  I  lyve. 

Lord,  have  rovthe  nppon  my  fwrwes  sore^ 

Oif  me  the  viotorie,  I  aske  no  more.' 

The  pieyer  stynt  of  Aieita  the  strange, 
The  ryngea  on  the  tcmpul  dore  that  hang«^ 
And  eek  the  doree,  clatereden  Ail  &at^ 
Of  which  Arcita  somwhat  was  egast. 
The  fyres  brendeu  on  the  aater  bright^ 
That  it  gan  jiUthe  tempnl  for  to  light; 
A  swote  smel  mkon  the  ground  npgaf^ 
And  Ardta  anon  his  hand  np  ha^ 
And  more  encens  into  the  fyr  yet  cast^ 
With  othir  rightea,  and  than  atte  last 
The  statu  of  Mars  bigan  his  hauberk  lyng, 
And  with  that  soun  he  herd  a  murmutyng 
Ful  lowe  and  dyra,  and  sayde  this, '  Yictorie.' 
For  which  he  gaf  to  Mars  honour  and  glorie^ 
And  thus  with  joyo^  and  hope  wel  to  im, 
Ardte  anoon  unto  his  inne  is  &re, 
As  fayn  as  foul  is  of  the  bright  sonne. 
And  right  anon  such  strjrf  is  bygonne' 
For  that  grauntyng,  in  the  heven  above^ 
Bitwix  Venus  the  goddes  of  love^ 


•flier  tlw  eoneloaioB  of  hiiMnrSee,  in  acknowledgment  that  the  gnee 
to  pretenre  it  without  reproach  wu  ftom  aboTe.  The  banners  d 
the  Kniffhta  of  the  Garter  are,  to  this  day,  hong  vp  in  St  George'fe 
ChapeL 

*  This  ensiom  appears  to  haTe  been  derired  from  the  Jewish  law. 
St,  Paul  is  said  to  hare  *  shorn  his  head  at  Cenehrea.  for  he  had  a 
vi*vr.*  Aets  xrlii.  Catting  off  the  hair  is  a  oeremony  stiU  obserred  at 
the  profession  of  nnns. 

<  The  strife  in  HesTcn  is  taken  from  the  TkebaUt  U  an. 


168  THE  CAjmBBCST  TA&OL 

And  Martz  the  steme  god  armypotent^ 

That  Jupiter  waa  huaj  it  to  stent ; 

Til  that  the  pale  Satnmea  the  oolde, 

That  knew  so  many  of  aventoreB  olde, 

Fond  in  hia  olde  ezperiena  an  art, 

That  he  fdl  aone  hath  pleaed  every  part 

As  soth  is  sayd,  eelde  hath  gret  av«ntage^ 

In  eelde  is  bothe  wisdom  and  usage; 

Men  maj  the  eelde  at-ren,  but  nat  at-reda 

Satome  anon^  to  stynte  stiyf  and  drede^ 

Al  be  it  that  it  be  agajns  his  kynde^ 

Of  al  this  stiyf  he  can  a  remedy  fynde. 

'  My  deere  doughter  Yenias^'  qnod  Satonme^ 

*  My  oonn^  that  hath  so  wyde  for  to  tonme^^ 

Hath  more  power  than  woot  eny  man* 

Myn  is  the  drenchyng  in  the  see  so  wan ; 

Myn  is  the  prisoon  in  the  dorke  cote ; 

Myn  is  the  stranglyng  and  hangyng  by  the  tlnote; 

The  murmur,  and  the  oherles  rebellyng; 

The  groyning,  and  the  pryr^  enpoysonyn^ 

I  do  TBDgance  and  pleyn  oorrectioan, 

Whiles  I  dwelle  in  the  eigne  of  the  lyoiOL 

Myn  is  the  men  of  the  hUie  hallea, 

The  fidljrng  of  the  tonres^and  the  wallea 

Upon  the  mynour  or  the  carpenter, 

I  slowh  Sampsoun  in  schakyng  the  piler. 

And  myne  ben  the  maladies  colde, 

The  derke  tresoun,  and  the  castes  olde; 

Myn  lokyng  is  the  fadir  of  pestilens. 

Now  wepe  nomore,  I  schal  do  my  diligence^ 

That  Palamon,  that  is  myn  .>wen  knight, 

Schal  have  his  lady,  as  thou  him  bihight. 

Thow  Martz  schal  kepe  his  knight,  yet  neverthdes 

Bitwixe  you  ther  moot  som  tyme  be  pees; 

Al  be  ye  nought  of  oo  complezioun. 

That  iU»  day  causeth  such  diyisioun. 


Sutaia  bdac,  of  tlM  plaa«to  tim  kaowB,  the  BOit  dlfHaft  ftoB 
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1  am  thi  ayel,  redy  at  thy  wille; 
Wepe  thou  nomore,  I  wc^  thi  lust  fulfille.' 
Nov  wol  I  stynt  of  the  goddes  aboye^ 
Of  Mats,  and  of  Yenus  goddes  of  love, 
And  telle  jou,  as  pleinly  as  I  can* 
The  grete  effecte  for  that  I  bigan. 

Gret  was  the  fest  in  Athenus  that  daj, 
And  eek  that  lusty  sesoun  of  that  May 
Made  eveiy  wight  to  ben  in  such  plesaunoe, 
That  al  the  Monday  jouaten  they  and  davnoe^ 
And  spende  it  in  Venus  heigh  serriaa 
But  by  the  cause  that  they  schtdn  arise 
Erly  a-morwe  for  to.  see  that  fight, 
Unto  their  rest#iyeiite  they  at  nyg^t. 
And  on  the  morwe  whan  the  day  gan  spryng^ 
;  Of  bom  and  hemoys  noyse  and  dateiyxig 
Ther  was  in  the  oostes  al  aboute; 
And  to  the  paleys  rood  ther  mauy  a  route 
Of  lordes,  upon  steede  and  palfreys. 
Ther  mayst  thou  see  devysyng  of  hemeya 
So  unoowth  and  so  riche  wrought  and  wel 
Of  goldamithry,  of  browdyng,  and  of  steel; 
The  scheldes  bright,  tt^ters,  and  trappures; 
Gold-beten  helmes,  hauberks,  and  cote  armuieai 
Lordes  in  paramentes  on  her  courser^ 
Knightes  of  retenu,  and  eek  squyers 
Bayhyng  the  speres,  and  heltnes  bokelyng, 
Girdyng  of  schceldes,  with  layneres  las)mg; 
Ther  as  need  is,  they  were  nothing  ydcJ  ; 
Ther  fomen  steedes,  on  the  golden  bridel 
Gnawyng^  and  faste  armui^rs  also 
With  fyle  and  hamer  prikyng  to  and  fro; 
Yemen  on  foote,  and  knaves  many  oon 
With  schorte  staves,  as  thikke  as  they  may  gooii| 
lYpes,  trompes,  nakers,  aud  clariounes. 
That  in  the  batail  blewe  bloody  sownes  ; 
The  paleys  ful  of  pepul  up  and  doun, 
Heei  thre,  ther  teu,  haldyng  her  questioim, 
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Dyvynyng  of  this  Thebam  knightes  tma 
Som  aejden  thus,  som  seyd  it  schal  be  so ; 
8om  heelde  with  him  with  the  blake  berd, 
Som  with  the  balljd,  some  with  thikke  hered  , 
Som  sajd  he  loked  grym  as  he  wold  fight ; 
He  liath  a  sparth  of  twenti  pound  of  wight 
Thus  was  the  halle  ful  of  devynyng, 
Lang  alter  that  the  sonne  gan  to  spring. 
The  gret  Theseus  that  of  luis  sleep  is  awaked 
With  menstralcy  and  noyse  that  was  maked, 
Held  jit  the  chambre  of  his  palejs  riche, 
Til  that  the  Thebanes  knyghtes  bothe  i-licbe 
Honoured  weren,  and  into  paleys  fet. 
Duk  Theseus  was  at  a  wyndow  set^ 
Araved  right  as  he  were  god  in  trone. 
The  pepul  preseth  thider-ward  ful  sone 
Him  for  to  seen,  and  doon  him  rsTerence, 
And  eek  herken  his  best  and  his  sentence. 
An  herowd  on  «  skaffold  made  a  hoo,^ 
Til  al  the  nojse  of  the  pepul  was  i-doo; 
And  whan  he  sawh  the  pepul  of  noyse  al  stille. 
Thus  schewed  he  the  mighty  dukes  wiUe. 
'  The  lord  hath  of  his  heih  discrecioun 
Oonsideredy  that  it  were  destruodoun 
To  gentil  blood,  to  fighten  in  this  wise 
Of  mortal  batail  now  in  this  emprise ; 
Wherfore  to  schapen  that  they  schuld  not  dye, 
He  wol  his  firste  purpos  modifya 
No  man  iherfore,  up  peyne  of  los  of  lyi^ 
No  manor  aohot^  ne  pollax,  ne  schort  knyf 
Into  the  lystes  sonde,  or  thider  bryng ; 
Ne  sdhorte  swerd  for  to  stoke  the  point  bytyng 
No  man  na  draw,  ne  here  by  his  sideu 


>  CMid  Ho  I  to  tqjoin  filenee.  Tynrhitt,  who  readi  0,t    _ 
Ik  tULj  be  a  oontraetion  for  Oyez,  but  quotes  a  paiMige  from  HOUailMil 
whkh  eonilnii*  the  oth«r  luppositloa.    *  Tlw  Duk*  of  Norfolk  \ 
ItiUf  Mt  fittwaid  wfaca  tto  Uof  oait  down  bit  wardtr,  i 
hMsUtacriadHot  Hor 


f^ 
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Ke  noman  Bchal  unto  his  felaw6  ryde 
But  oon  cours,  with  a  scharpe  spere ; 
Fejne  if  him  lust  on  foote,  hinoBelf  to  were^ 
And  he  that  is  at  meschief^  schal  be  taket. 
And  nat  slayn,  but  be  brotight  to  the  stake, 
That  schal  be  ordc3nied  on  eythcr  syde ; 
But  thider  he  schal  by  foi*ce»  and  ther  abyde. 
And  if  so  &Jle,  a  cheventen  be  take 
.  On  eyther  side,  or  elles  i^e  his  niake^ 
Ko  lenger  schal  the  turneynt^e  laste. 
God  spede  you ;  goth  forth  and  ley  on  faflte. 
With  long  swerd^  and  with  maco  tight  your  fille. 
Goth  now  your  way ;  this  is  tlie  loitles  wille.* 

The  Toice  of  the  poepul  touchith  )ieven, 
So  lowde  cried  thei  with  mery  steven : 
'  God  save  such  a  lord  that  \&  so  good, 
He  wilneth  no  destruccioun  of  blood!* 
Up  goth  ihe  trompes  and  the  melodya 
And  to  the  lystes  ryde  the  companye 
By  ordynaunce,  thurgh  the  cit6  large, 
Hangyng  with  cloth  of  gold,  and  not  with  sargft. 
Ful  lik  a  lord  this  nobul  duk  om  ryde, 
Hiese  tuo  Thebans  on  eyther  side ; 
And  after  rood  the  queen,  and  Eraelye. 
And  after  hem  of  ladyes  another  conijianyc, 
And  after  hem  of  comuues  alter  here  dirgre.* 
And  thus  they  passeden  thurgh  that  cite, 

"  ▲  knight  in  innoiir  was  in  Tery  little  danjrer  IVom  «  cut  of  a 
bnwdiword,  or  even  from  the  blow  of  •  mace,  but  a  tlirifiin/!  iwora 
roictit  earily  pierce  through  the  Joints  of  his  annour.  '  Mill  Hh-  Hin- 
tuns  proved  good  men,  and.  secure  in  their  unconqiu-raMr  j-iHrHs  k.  i.t 
constantly  advancing,  while  the  Turks  kept  coiisiaiitly  tlir.Ht. iiii.r 
them  in  the  rear ;  but  their  blows  ftU  harmtcii*  ujfon  tlw  'f't'»*^'rf 
armour:  thi» caused  the  Turks  to  slacken  in  courage  at  the  fttJurv  .T 
their  attempta,  and  tliey  began  to  innrmur  in  whispers  of  dis«iiptK>int. 
ment,  crying  ont  in  their  rage,  •  that  owr  people  were  of  tronw^ 
would  uieid  to  no  bUnc^-^Itinerary  ^Hiehard  i..  by  GsorrBKT  i>i6  \  i.^- 

*^"  Th!S!ft!Ji;5n«  are  r^ected  by  Mr.  Wright,  bat  «*  ^ere  restored 
IhimthtHarL  lis.  lastMdqithaoominon  reading.    They  aw  inwe  !• 
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And  to  tlie  lystes  oov  6  tW  hy  tymci 
It  nas  not  of  the  day  jet  fully  pEyme^ 
Whaa  aette  waa  The  leus  riche  and  bye, 
Ypolita  the  queen  C3d  Emelye, 
And  other  ladyea  in  here  degreea  aboata 
Unto  the  aettea  paaseth  al  the  route ; 
And  weat-ward,  thorugh  the  gatea  of  Mark, 
Arcite,  and  eek  the  hundred  of  his  part^ 
With  banera  red  ya  entred  right  anoon  ; 
And  in  that  solve  moment  Palamon 
Is^  under  Yenua,  eat-ward  in  that  place. 
With  baner  whyt»  and  hardy  cheer  of  &06l 

In  al  the  world,  to  seeke  up  and  doun. 
So  eren  without  Tariaciottn 
Ther  nere  suche  oompanyea  tweye. 
For  ther  naa  noon  so  wya  that  cowihe  aeye^ 
That  any  had  of  other  avaontage 
Of  worthiness  ne  ataat^  ne  of  visage, 
So  evene  were  they  chosen  for.to  geasei 
And  in  two  rengea  fiure  they  hem  dresaa 
And  whan  here  names  i-rad  were  everychon, 
That  in  hero  nombre  gile  wero  ther  noon, 
Tbo  were  the  gates  schitt,  and  cried  lowde : 

*  Doth  now  yoiur  devoir,^  yonge  knightes  proudel 
The  heraldz  laften  here  prikyiig  up  and  doun  ; 
Now  tyngede  the  tromp  and  clarioun ; 

Ther  is  nomore  to  say,  but  est  and  weat 

In  goth  the  aperes  into  the  rest  ;* 

Ther  seen  men  who  can  juste,  and  who  can  lyde  ; 

In  goth  the  scharpe  spere  into  the  side. 

Ther  schyveren  schafbea  upon  schuldres  thyk  ; 

He  feeleth  thurgh  the  herte-spon  the  prik 

ChsaMff^  Baanw,  flmn  tht  mlniitcncM  of  their  d«wiiptloo  of  tha 
wo&BM*   TIm  reader  will  remark  that  they  are  both  Alexandrines. 

*  11m  ntaal  word  of  eooouragement  on  raoh  occaeiona.  It  is  enrioQa 
that  Velaon.  in  hia  celebrated  signci  before  the  battla  of  Tnlklgtf , 
ibould  hare  adopted  the  rery  words  of  ehivalrj. 

<  llief^wasaaoriof  holster  attached  to  the  stifnip.  la  whkhtha 
halt  ead  «r  the  laaoo  waaplaoed  to  koep  it  stoadjr. 
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f7p  ^xrengen  speres  <m  twenty  foot  on  liiglit ; 

Out  goon  the  swerdes  aa  the  sUver  bright. 

The  hehnes  ther«»  to-hewen  and  tOHSchAde  ; 

Out  blast  the  blood,  with  stoute  atremea  reeda 

With  mighty  macea  the  bones  thaj  to-breate. 

He  thnrgh  the  thikkest  of  the  throng  gan  thresta 

Ther  atomblen  steedea  Strang,  and  donn  oan  klle. 

He  ToUeth  under  foot  aa  doUi  a  balle* 

Ha  feyueth  on  hia  foot  with  a  trondioun. 

And  him  hurteleth  with  hia  hora  adoun. 

He  thurgh  the  body  hurt  ia^  and  siththen  take 

Mangr6  hia  heed,  and  brought  unto  the  stakes 

Aa  forward  was,  right  ther  he  moat  abydeu 

Another  lad  ia  on  that  other  syde. 

And  aom  tyme  doth  IlicBeua  hem  to  rest, 

Hem  to  refreisBche,  and  drinke  if  hem  lest 

Ful  ofte  a-day  have  this  Thebaua  twoo 

Togider  y-met,  and  wrought  his  felaw  woo ; 

Unhoraed  hath  ech  other  of  hem  tweye. 

Ther  naa  no  tygyr  in  the  vale  of  Galgopleye,* 

Whan  that  hir  wbelpe  is  stole,  whan  it  ia  lita^ 

So  cruel  on  the  h\mt,  as  is  Arcite 

For  jelous  hert  upon  this  Palamon ; 

Ke  in  Belmary  ther  ia  no  fed  lyoun. 

That  hunted  is,  or  is  for  hunger  wood, 

Ne  of  his  prey  desireth  so  the  blood. 

As  Palamon  to  sle  his  foo  Arcite. 

The  jelous  strokes  on  here  helmes  byte ; 

Out  renneth  blood  on  bothe  here  sides  reedeii 

8om  tyme  an  ende  ther  is  on  eveiy  dede  j 

For  er  the  sonne  unto  the  reste  went^ 

The  strange  li^ng  Emetreus  gan  hent 


I  TUt  word  !■  Ttrioiisif  written ;  Colaphey,  Galgaphej,  Oal^if 
Then  mm  a  town  called  Galapha,Ui  Mauritania  Tangitana,  upon  the 
ilTer  MalTft  {CeUar.  Geog.  Jnt.,  t.  ii..  p.  935),  which,  perhtfpt.  may 
hare  giTen  name  to  the  Ttle  here  meant.— T.  BelnMurle  wm  mto^imd, 
Mfe,p.78.aot«3. 
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This  Palamon,  as  he  fitught  with  Arcita, 

And  his  swerd  in  his  fleLssch  he  did  byte ; 

And  b J  the  force  of  twenti  he  is  take 

IJnyolden,  and  i-drawe  onto  the  stakSi 

And  in  the  rescoos  of  this  PaLxmon 

The  strox^e  kjng  Ligurgius  is  bom  adoon ; 

And  kyng  Emetreus  for  al  his  strengths 

Is  bom  out  of  his  sadel  his  swerdes  lengthe, 

So  hit  him  Palamon  er  he  were  take ; 

Bat  al  for  nought^  he  was  brought  to  the  stak* 

His  hardy  herte  might  him  helpe  nought ; 

He  most  abyde  whan  that  he  was  cau^t, 

By  force,  and  eek  by  oomposicioun.^ 

who  sorweth  now  but  woful  Palamoun, 

That  moot  nomore  gon  agayn  to  fight  t 

And  whan  that  Theseus  had  seen  that  sight* 

He  cryed, '  Hoo !  nomore,  for  it  is  doon ! 

Ke  noon  schal  lenger  unto  his  felaw  goon. 

I  wol  be  trewe  juge,  and  nought  partye. 

Arcyte  of  Thebes  schal  have  Emelye, 

That  hadi  by  his  fortune  hire  i-wonne.* 

Anoon  iher  is  noyse  bygonne 

For  joye  of  this,  so  lowde  and  hey  withalle^ 

It  semed  that  the  listes  wolde  fiedle. 

What  can  now  &yre  Yenus  doon  above  1 

What  seith  sche  now)  what  doth  this  queen  of 

lovet 
But  wepeth  so,  for  wantyng  of  hir  wiUe^ 
Til  that  hire  teeres  in  the  lystes  fills ; 
Sche  seyde :  '  I  am  aschamed  douteles.* 
Satoumus  seyde :  '  Doughter,  hold  thy  pees. 
Mars  hath  his  wille,  his  knight  hath  his  boone^ 
And  by  myn  heed  thou  schiJt  be  esed  soone.* 
The  trompes  with  the  lowde  m3mstralcyy 
The  herawdes,  that  ful  lowde  yolle  and  cry, 
Been  in  here  joye  for  daun  Arcyte. 
But  herkneth  me^  and  stynteth  but  a  lita^ 
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Wliidi^  a  mirade  Infel  uiocml 

This  Ait^te  fersly  hath  don  his  heim  adooi^ 

And  on  his  coarser  for  to  schewe  his  fiioe. 

He  priked  endknge*  in  the  large  plaofl^ 

I^kyng  upward  upon  this  Emelye ; 

And  sdie  agajn  him  cast  a  firendly  yghs^ 

(7or  womnien,  as  for  to  speke  in  oomnne, 

Thay  folwe  alle  the  favour  of  fortune) 

And  was  alle  his  in  cheer,  and  in  his  herl 

Out  of  the  ground  a  fyr  infernal  stert, 

From  Pluto  send,  at  the  request  of  Satums^ 

For  which  his  hors  for  feere  gan  to  tume^ 

And  leep  aayde,  and  foundred  as  he  leep; 

And  or  that  Arcjte  may  take  keep^ 

He  pight  him  on  tlie  pomel  of  his  heed. 

That  in  that  place  he  lay  as  he  were  deed^ 

His  brest  to-broken  with  his  sadil  bowa 

As  blak  he  lay  as  eny  col  or  erowe^ 

So  was  the  blood  y-ronne  in  his  fno^ 

Anon  he  was  y-bom  out  of  the  place 

With  herte  sore,  to  Theseus  paleys. 

Tho  was  he  corven'  out  of  his  hameys, 

And  in  a  bed  y-brought  ful  fair  and  blyve^ 

For  yit  he  was  in  memory  and  on  lyre^ 

And  alway  cryeng  after  Emelye. 

Duk  Theseus,  and  al  his  companye. 

Is  comen  hom  to  Athenes  his  cit6. 

With  alle  blys  and  great  solempnit^ 

Al  be  it  that  this  aventure  was  falle, 

He  nolde  nought  discomforten  hem  allei 

Men  seyde  eek,  that  Arcita  schuld  nought  dye^ 

He  Bchal  be  helyd  of  his  maladyeu 

And  of  anoUier  thing  they  were  as  fayn. 

That  of  hem  alle  ther  was  noon  y-slayn, 

>  yf%af  a  miracle. 

*  ▲  feftt  of  the  man^,  used  for  display.  By  fpaniof  a  hone«  *m 
one  side,  and  at  the  aame  time  holding  him  tight  with  «  aerere  bit,  he 
la  made  to  eorTet,or  advance  end-long  in  aliort  bounds. 

*  Cot  oBt  of  hla  armonr,  <.«.,  the  laem  which  held  it  tofrtber  vera 
ft  Ibr  giaater  tafodlUon. 
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AI  were  they  fM>re  hurt,  and  namely  oon. 
That  with  a  spere  was  thirled  his  brest  boos. 
To  other  woundea^  and  to  broken  anncs, 
Some  hadde  salve,  and  some  hadde  charmc% 
Fermacyes  of  herbes,  and  eek  save^ 
They  dronken,  for  they  wolde  here  lyres  ha^ii 
For  which  this  coble  dak,  as  he  wel  can, 
Comforteth  and  ho]u>ureth  every  man. 
And  made  revel  al  the  lange  night. 
Unto  the  straonge  lordes,  as  was  ri§^t. 
Ne  ther  was  holden  to  diacomfy^i^ 
Bnt  as  a  jnstes  or  as  a  tumeying; 
For  Bothly  ther  was  no  discomfiture^ 
For  fidlynge  is  bnt  an  adventure^ 
Ne  to  be  lad  with  fors  unto  the  stake 
IJnyolden,  and  with  twenty  kni^tes  take, 
A  person  allone,  withouten  moo, 
And  rent  forth  bv  arme,  foot,  and  too. 
And  eke  his  steeue  dry ven  forth  with  staves 
With  footemen,  bothe  yemen  and  eke  knave% 
It  was  aretted  him  no  vylpnye,* 
Ke  no  maner  man  heldn  it  no-cowBrdye. 
For  which  Theseus  lowd  anon  leet  crie^ 
To  stynten  al  rancour  and  al  envye. 
The  gree  as  wel  on  o  syde  as  on  other^ 
And  every  side  lik,.as  otheres  brother; 
And  gaf  hem  giftes  after  here  degr€^ 
And  fully  heeld  a  feste  dayes  tlm/ 


1  Avs«  or  MlTia,  wm  eoniidned  a  lOTcrelgii  nattdf  tai  tlw 
isn,  wlMBoe  tiM  pronrb  of  the  Mhool  of  Smicrao  '  ■ 

*  Cur  MortotBT  homo, 
IXun  hItU  cniieit  in  jorto.* 


,  p.  107.  aoto  1. 
*  Mr.  Wright,  in  «  now  apon  the  place,  Mijra,  that  three  dajt  i 
the  ufual  duation  of  a  ftatt  in  the  middle  agei^  and  qnotei  ttaok 
Xopiua,  ru.  A  mif.  e.  17.  who,  when  he  oooaeorated  hia  ohnreh  as 
Blpeo,  held  magnnm  ooaTlTlDm  trkm  dimm, 
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Uk  flpiiyt  chaanged  was,  and  wante  ther. 

As  I  cam  nev^  I  can  nat  tellen  wlier. 

Therefore  I  stynte,  I  nam  no  djirynistn;* 

Of  soules  fynde  I  not  in  this  regbtre^ 

Ve  me  list  nat  thopjnjonns  to  telle 

Of  hem,  thou^^h  that  thei  wyten  wher  tbej  dwelle. 

An^te  is  coH  ther  Mars  his  soule  gje; 

l^ow  wol  I  speke  forth  of  £me1  je. 

Shright  Emely,  and  howled  ralamon, 
And  Tlieseus  bis  sustir  took  anon 
Swownjng,  and  bar  hir  fro  the  corps  awaj. 
What  helpeth  it  to  tarye  forth  the  day, 
To  telle  how  sche  weep  bothe  eve  and  morwet 
For  in  swich  caas  wommen  can  have  such  sorwe^ 
Whan  that  here  housbonds  ben  from  hem  ago. 
That  for  the  more  part  thej  sorwen  so, 
Or  elles  fallen  in  such  maladye, 
That  atte  laste  certeynlj  thej  dje.* 
Infynyt  been  the  sorwes  and  the  teeres 
Of  olde  folk,  and  folk  of  tender  yeeres; 
So  gret  a  wepyng  was  ther  noon  certayn, 
Whan  Ector  was  i-broiight,  al  freissh  i-slayn, 
As  tliat  ther  was  for  deth  of  this  Theban ; 
For  Borwe  of  him  ther  weepeth  bothe  child  and 

man 
A.t  Troye^  alias !  the  pit6  that  was  there, 
Cracchyng  of  cheekes,  rending  eek  of  here. 
'  Wliy  woldist  thou  be  daed,'  this  wommen  crya, 
*  And  haddest  gold  ynowgh,  and  Emelyef ' 
No  man  mighte  glade  Theseus, 
Savyng  bis  olde  fader  Egeus, 


I  8m  introduction  to  this  tiUt.  *  IrontotL 

*  Tblf  oostom  of  expostulating  with  the  dead  and  viramcratlng  all 
the  advanU^ee  they  have  left  ig  still  common  at  funernU  of  the  lower 
arden  in  Ireland.  The  words,  yaried  according  to  the  circumstanoai 
of  the  person,  are  sung  to  a  plaintive  waiUng  tune,  called  a  keen,  by 
women  hired  ftir  the  purpose,  who  are  called  ketntn*.  ijpevimcua  of 
theee  kemt  wt  to  be  fonnd  la  Grafton  Crokefi  Irish  BaUade. 

H  2 
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That  knew  tfab  worldes  transmutacioniiiy 
An  he  hadde  seen  it  torae  up  and  doun, 
Joye  after  woo,  and  woo  aftir  gladnesse: 
And  Bchewed  him  ensample  and  likenesae. 

*  Bight  as  their  deyde  never  man,'  quod  La^ 
'  That  he  ne  lyved  in  erthe  in  som  degree^ 
Yit  th^  ne  lyvede  never  man,'  he  aeyde, 
*  In  al  this  world,  that  som  tyme  he  ne  deyde^ 
This  world  njrs  but  a  thurgh£ire  fill  of  woo^ 
And  we  ben  pilgryms,  possyng  to  and  froo; 
Deth  is  an  ende  of  every  worldly  sore.* 
And  over  al  this  yit  seide  he  mochil  more 
To  this  effect,  ful  wysly  to  enhorte 
The  peple,  that  they  scholde  him  reoomforta 

Duk  Theseus,  with  al  his  busy  cure^ 
Cast  busyly  wher  that  the  sepulture 
Of  good  Arcyte  may  best  y-malred  b^ 
And  eek  roost  honurable  in  his  degr& 
And  atte  last  he  took  conclusioun. 
That  iher  as  first  Arcite  and  Palamon 
Hadden  for  love  the  batail  hem  bytwene^ 
That  in  the  selve  grove,  soote  and  greene^ 
Ther  as  he  hadde  his  amorous  desires, 
His  oompleynt,  and  for  love  his  hoote  fyrea, 
He  wolde  make  a  fyr,  in  which  thoffice 
Of  funeral  he  might  al  accomplice; 
And  leet  oomaunde  anon  to  hukke  and  hewe 
The  okes  old,  and  lay  hem  on  a  rewe 
In  culpouns  well  arrayed  for  to  brenneu 
His  officers  with  swifle  foot  they  renne^ 
And  ryde  anon  at  his  comaundement. 
And  after  this,  Theseus  hath  i-sent 
After  a  beer,  and  it  al  overspi-adde 
With  cloth  of  golde,  the  richest  that  he  hadda 
And  of  the  same  sute  he  clad  Arcyte; 
Upon  his  bonded  were  his  gloves  white; 
Eke  on  his  heed  a  croune  of  laurer  grene; 
And  in  his  bond  a  swerd  fill  bright  and  kena 
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He  leyde  him  tmre  the  visage  on  tiM  been^* 
Therwith  he  weep  that  pit6  wm  to  heere. 
And  for  the  poeple  schulde  Hee  him  alle. 
Whan  it  iras  day  he  brought  hem  to  the  halle, 
That  roreth  of  the  cr^r  and  of  the  fM>un. 
Tho  cam  this  woful  Theban  Palamonn, 
With  fiotery  herd,  and  ruggy  anhy  heere^ 
In  dothis  blak,  y-dropped  al  with  taerea^ 
Andy  pasBjrng  other,  of  wepyng  Emelje^ 
The  rewfidlest  of  al  the  companye. 
And  in  as  moche  as  the  service  schnlde  be 
The  more  nobul  and  riche  in  his  degr6y 
Duk  Theseus  leet  forth  thre  steedes  bryng^ 
That  trapped  were  in  steel  al  gliteryng^ 
And  coTCTed  with  armes  of  dan  Arcyte. 
Upon  the  steedes,  that  weren  grete  and  white, 
Ther  seeten  folk,  of  which  oon  bar  his  scheeld^ 
Another  his  spere  up  in  his  hondes  heeld; 
The  thiidde  bar  with  him  his  bowe  Turkeys, 
Of  brend  gold  was  the  caas  and  eek  the  hemeys; 
And  tiden  forth  a  paaa  with  sorwful  chore 
Toward  the  grove,  as  ye  schul  after  heere. 
The  nobles  of  the  Grekes  that  ther  were 
Upon  here  schuldres  carieden  the  beere^ 
With  slak  pass,  and  eyhen  reed  and  wete, 
Thorghout  the  crt^  by  the  maister  streete. 
That  sprad  was  al  with  b]ak,  and  wonder  hye 
Right  of  the  same  is  al  the  stret  i^wryeu 
Upon  the  right  bond  went  olde  Egeus, 
And  on  that  other  syde  duk  Theseus, 


1  lyrwhltt  (AMerres  on  this  lln»*-^  If  thto  exprestlon  wen  in  Mlltoa 
the  critki  would  not  fail  to  eall  It  on  elegant  Qrtdam.  In  Chaneer  w« 
can  only  hope  that  it  may  be  allowed  to  be  an  tktfaid  Anglidtm, 
Frolitait  says,  that  the  corpse  of  Edward  III.  was  carried  *  toat  an 
long  de  la  dt^  de  Londres,  k  Halre  cipooaverf  Jasqnes  k  Westtnonstier, 
vol.  i.  e.  3a6.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  general  ctutom.  It  !• 
alluded  to  ia  the  Friar  qf  Ordert  Grey,  in  Percy's  Heiique^f^ 
*  Here  bore  him,  bare-faced  on  hit  Mer, 
Six  proper  yonths  and  talL' 
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With  veBflcls  in  here  hand  of  gold  w€l  fyn, 

Ab  fill  of  honj,  mylk,  and  blood,  and  wyn; 

Eke  Palamon,  with  a  gret  companje; 

And  after  that  coin  wofol  fimelye. 

With  fyr  in  hood,  as  was  at  that  time  the  gj^^ 

To  do  thoffice  of  faneral  acrvise. 

Heygh  labour,  and  ful  gret  apparailyng 
Was  at  the  servioe  and  at  the  fyr  makyng, 
That  with  hia  grene  top  the  heven  raughte» 
And  twenty  fadme  of  brede  thanne  strau^te; 
This  ia  to  aejn,  the  boowes  were  ao  brode, 
Of  atree  first  was  ther  lejd  ful  many  a  loode. 
But  how  the  fyr  was  mak yd  up  on  highte^ 
And  eek  the  names  how  the  treea  highte, 
As  ooky  fyr,  birch,  asp,  aldir,  holm,  popler, 
Wilw,  elm,  plane^  asacli,  box,  chestcyn,  lynde,  laurer 
MapuL  thorn,  beech,  hasU,  ew,  wyppyltre, 
How  they  weren  felde,  achal  nought  be  tcdd  for  bm 
Ke  how  the  goddea  ronnen  up  and  doun, 
Diaheryt  of  here  habitacioun. 
In  which  thej  whilom  woned  in  rest  and  pees^ 
Kymphes,  Faunes,  and  Amadxyes ; 
Ne  how  the  beestes  and  the  briddes  alle 
Jledden  for  feere,  whan  the  woode  was  falle; 
Ve  how  the  ground  agast  was  of  the  light, 
That  was  nought  wont  to  see  no  sonne  bright; 
Nehow  the  fyr  was  oouchid  first  with  stree, 
And  thanne  with  drye  stykkes  doyen  in  thiM^ 
Atd  thanne  with  grene  woode  and  spicerie, 
And  thanne  with  cloth  of  gold  and  with  perrjr 
And  gerhmdes  hangyng  with  ful  many  a  flour. 
The  myrre,  thensens  with  al  so  gret  odour; 
Ne  how  Arcyte  lay  among  al  this, 
No  what  richesse  aboute  his  body  is; 
Ne  how  that  Emely,  as  was  the  gyse, 
Putt  in  the  fyr  of  fiineral  servise; 

>  TiM  whole  4«Mriptiim  «r  tiM  IUa«ai  sod  gUMS  to  tiik«i  froa  U^ 
lBthbook«€tte31ka6aia. 
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M'e  hvw  she  swowned  wlien  ache  made  the  fyn, 

27e  what  ache  spak,  ne  what  was  hire  desire; 

ye  what  jewels  men  in  the  fyr  tho  cast^ 

"Whan  that  the  fyr  was  gret  and  brente  fast : 

2i'e  how  sum  caste  her  adieeld,  and  siumiie  her  spexe^ 

^nd  of  here  Testimentz,  which  that  they  were, 

And  cuppes  ful  of  wyn,  and  mylk,  and  blood, 

TJnto  ih»  fyr,  that  brent  as  it  wem  wood; 

Ke  how  the  Qrekes  with  an  huge  xoate 

Thre  lymes  ryden  al  tho  fyr  abonte 

Upon  the  lefte  bond,  with  an  heih  sdbontfDg, 

And  thries  with  here  speres  clateryng ; 

And  thries  how  the  ladjcs  gan  to  ciye ; 

Ne  how  that  lad  was  home-ward  Emdya ; 

Ke  how^  Arcjte  is  brent  to  ascfaen  colde ; 

Ke  how  the  liche-wake^  was  j-holde 

Al  thilke  night,  ne  how  the  Grekes  pleje 

The  wake*pleyes,  kepe  1  nat  to  seje ; 

Who  wrastleth  best  naked,  with  oyle  enoynt, 

Ne  who  that  bar  him  best  in  no  ^sjoynt. 

I  wol  not  telle  eek  how  they  ben  goon 

Horn  til  Athenes  whan  the  pley  is  doon. 

But  schortly  to  the  poynt  now  wol  I  wende, 

And  maken  of  my  longe  tale  an  ende. 

By  proces  and  by  lengthe  of  oerteyn  yeres 
Al  styntyd  is  the  momyng  and  the  teerea 
Of  alle  Grekys,  by  oon  general  assent. 
Than  semed  me  ther  was  a  parlement 


>  From  the  Saxoa  He,  a  corpw.  like  tho  Gerrntn  Me%,  and  wake,  a 
rigll.  The  cnstom  of  watching  with  d«ad  bodies  if  very  anoient  ia 
tln9  conntiy.  and  ttngared  till  lately  among  tiie  Komao  Catholics  ta 
the  North.  See,  In  Scott's  Border  MinftrfUy,  a  curious  rhyme  snng  on 
each  oecariona.  The  *  wake-pley es,'  mentioned  two  lines  lower  do^ii .maj 
still  bt  traced  in  the  games  usual  at  wakes  among  the  Iri«h  peasimtiy. 
Tlieie,  aa  well  as  oinr  own  custom  of  laying  out  m  »tatc  the  bodies  of 
persons  of  distinction,  are  no  doubi  derived  from  the  Pagan  Aineral 
rerrmonleSf  which  the  ruler*  oC  tite  early  church,  in  deference  to  the 
luvvterate  pr^ladiees  of  tJidr  heathen  eonverta,  permitted  to  remain,  and 
i  to  ohristhiniae.    [Compara  2tcA-gate ;  also  licAfieM.] 
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At  Athenei^  on  ft  certeyn  pojnt  and  CM  ; 

Aiaong  the  whiche  poyntes  spoken  was 

To  han  with  certejn  contrees  alliaunce^ 

And  hftve  fuUj  of  Thebans  obeissance. 

For  which  this  noble  Theaeoa  anon 

Let  senden  after  gentil  Palamon, 

Unwirt  of  him  what  was  the  cause  and  why; 

But  in  his  blake  clothes  sorwfullj 

He  cam  at  his  comaundement  on  hje. 

Tho  sente  Theseiis  for  Emel je. 

Whan  they  were  sette,  and  hussht  waa  al  the  plaot^ 

And  Theseus  abjden  hadde  a  space 

Or  enj  word  cam  fro  his  wyse  brest^ 

His  ejen  set  he  ther  as  was  his  lest. 

And  with  a  sad  visage  he  sjked  stille, 

And  after  that  right  thus  he  seide  his  wil]«» 

*  The  firste  moevere  of  the  cause  above, 
Whan  he  first  made  the  fiijre  cheyne  of  love,^ 
Oret  was  theffect,  and  heigh  was  his  entente ; 
Wei  wist  he  why,  and  what  therof  he  mente  ; 
For  with  that  faire  cheyne  of  love  he  bond 
The  fyr,  the  watir,  the  eyr,  and  eek  the  lond 
In  certcyn  boundes,  that  they  may  not  flee ; 
That  same  prynce  and  moevere  ee^*  quod  he, 
*  Hath  stabled,  in  this  wrecched  wcndd  adoun^ 
Certeyn  dayes  and  duracioun 
To  alle  that  er  engendrid  in  this  place, 
Over  the  which  day  they  may  nat  pace, 
Al  mowe  they  yit  wel  here  dayes  abregg^ ; 
Ther  needeth  non  auctorit6  tallegge ; 
For  it  IB  preved  by  experience, 
But  that  me  lust  decliue  my  sentence. 


I  This  mbllme  philoiophy  U  derlTtd  fnm  BoirtMai,Jn 

^Ba&e  remm  fei1«m  liirat, 
T€iTM  M  pelaj;ai  regeni, 
\A  o«b1o  ImperitJUtf,  anytr.* 
H«rt  FUtonlam  U  elevated  Iqr  ChrlaUaaity, 
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Than  maj  men  wel  by  this  ordre  difloonifl^ 
That  thiUce  moevere  stabnl  is  and  eteme. 
Wel  may  men  knowe,  but  it  be  a  fool. 
That  ereiy  partye  dyiyreth  from  his  hooL 
for  nature  hath  nat  take  his  bygynnyng 
Oi  no  partye  ne  cantel  of  a  thing, 
Bnt  of  a  thing  that  parfyt  is  and  stebk^ 
Desoendyug  so,  til  it  be  oorumpable. 
And  therfore  of  his  wyse  pnnreannce 
He  hath  so  wel  biset  his  ordenamioe^ 
That  spioes^  of  thinges  and  progwaoaTOi 
SohuUen  endure  by  saooesBionns^ 
And  nat  eteme  be  withoute  lye : 
This  Ofiaistow  tinderstand  and  se  at  ye.* 

*  Lo  the  ook,*  that  hath  so  long  noriisohyng 
Fro  tyme  that  it  gynneth  first  to  spring^ 
And  hath  so  long  a  \j{,  as  we  may  see,  ^ 
Yet  atte  laste  wasted  is  the  tree^    . : 

*  Considereth  eck,  how  that  thelharde  stoon 
Under  onre  foot,  on  which  ^  trede  and  goon, 
Yit  wasteth  it,  as  it  lith  by  the  weya 

The  brode  ryver  som  tyine  wexeUl  dreya 
The  grete  townes  see  we  wane  and  wende. 
Then  may  I  see  that  al  thing  hath  an  enda 

*  Of  man  and  womman  se  we  wel  also, 
That  wendeth  in  oon  of  this  termes  two. 
That  is  to  seyn,  in  youthe  or  elles  in  age, 
He  moot  ben  deed,  the  kyng  as  schal  a  page  ; 
Sum  in  his  bed,  som  in  the  deepe  see, 

Bom  in  the  large  feeld,  as  men  may  se. 
3*her  helpeth  naught,  al  goth  thilke  weye. 
Thanne  may  I  see  wel  that  al  thing  schal  deya 


*  Spedes.  *  Bee  at  cje,  bj  experienoe. 

>  TMm  passage  is  taken  from  the  TheseMa.  It  is  in  what  Chaaetf 
tallf  *  high  style,*  and  is  in  accordance  with  the  mediieval  taste  fht 
apolognes,'ridlcaled  by  Shakespeare  in  FalsuUTs  persoDstioa  of  Henry 
IV.  *  For  though  the  eamorniIl«s,  tlie  more  it  is  trodden  on,  tho  iMrt  It 
groweth,  ao.'— ifewy  /#%  l:'art  I^  Act  U. 
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What  maketh  thia  but  Jabiter  the  kyngt 
The  which  is  prjnoe  and  cauae  of  alle  thiiif^ 
OonTertyng  al  onto  his  propre  viUe, 
From  which  he  ia  dereyned,  aoth  to  telku 
And  here  agayn  no  creature  on  lyre 
Of  no  degr6  avajleth  for  to  sUyvei 

'Than  is  it  wisdom,  as  thenketh  me^ 
To  maken  vertu  of  necessity, 
And  take  it  wel,  that  we  may  nat  eschewe^ 
And  namely  that  that  to  us  alle  is  dewe. 
And  who  so  gruccheth  aught^  he  doth  fidye^ 
And  zebel  is  to  him  that  al  may  gye^ 
And  certeynly  a  man  hath  most  honour 
To  deyeu  in  his  exoellenoe  and  flour, 
Whaxi  he  is  siker  of  his  goode  name. 
Than  hath  he  doon  his  fireend,  ne  him,  no  i 
And  f^tsAer  ought  his  fireend  ben  of  his  deth, 
Whan  with  honour  is  yolden  up  the  breth, 
Thanne  whan  his  name  appeUed  is  for  age; 
For  al  foigeten  is  his  vasselage. 
Thanne  is  it  best^  as  for  a  worthi  fumb, 
To  dye  whan  a  man  is  best  of  namei 
The  contrary  of  al  this  is  wilfulnease. 
^^y  gruochen  wef  why  have  we  hevynesN^ 
That  good  Arcyte,  of  chyralry  the  flour. 
Departed  jb,  with  worschip  and  honour 
Out  of  tlus  foulc  prisoun  of  this  lyf  f 
Why  gruccheth  heer  his  cosyn  and  his  wyf 
Of  his  wel&ray  that  loven  hun  so  wel  f 
Can  he  hem  thank  1  nay,  God  woot»  never  a  del, 
That  bothe  his  soule  and  eek  hemself  offende, 
And  yet  they  may  here  lustes  nat  amende. 

'What  may  I  conclude  of  this  longe  sery^ 
But  aftir  wo  I  rede  us  to  be  mexye, 
And  tfaanke  Jubiter  of  al  his  graoet 
And  or  that  we  departe  fro  tins  plaoa^ 
I  rede  that  we  makei,  of  sorwes  two^ 
O  parfyt  joye  katyng  erer  mo : 
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And  loWth  now  -whet  most  torwe  is  her-uuM^ 
Ther  wol  we  fint  amenden  and  b^gjnna. 

'BustyTf  quod  he, '  this  is  my  fvH  assenl^ 
Wiik  sll  tiiavys  heer  of  my  parlement^ 
That  gentil  Palamon,  jonr  owne  knight^ 
That  serveth  yow  with  herce,  will,  and  mighty 
And  ever  halli  doon,  ayn  fyrst  lyme  ye  him  knewi^ 
That  ye  schul  of  your  grace  npon  him  rewe^ 
And  take  him  for  your  honsbond  and  for  lord : 
Lene  me  youre  hand,  for  this  is  oore  aoortL 
Let  see  now  of  your  wommanly  pit4. 
He  is  a  kynges  brothir  sone,  pardee; 
And  though  he  were  a  pore  bachiller/ 
Bytt  he  hath  served  you  so  many  a  yeer, 
And  had  for  you  so  gret  adTendt^ 
It  moete  be  considered,  trosteth  ma 
For  gentil  mercy  aughte  passe  righl* 
Thsn  seyde  he  thus  to  Palamon  fol  right; 
*  I  trowe  iher  needeth  litel  sermonyng 
To  make  you  assente  to  Hus  thing. 
Com  neei^  and  tak  your  lady  by  the  hond.* 
Bitwix  hem  was  i-maad  anon  the  bond. 
That  highte  matrimoyn  or  manage, 
By  alle  the  counseil  of  the  baioiu^e. 
Ajid  thus  with  blys  and  eek  with  melodye 
Hath  Palamon  i-wedded  Emelya 
And  God,  tiiat  al  this  wyde  world  hath  wrouj^ 
Send  him  his  love,  that  hath  it  deere  i-bought^    ' 
For  now  is  Palamon  in  al  his  wele, 
Lyvynge  in  blisse,  richesse^  and  in  hel^ 
ibid  i^elye  him  loveth  so  tendirly^ 
And  he  hir  serveth  al  so  gentilly, 
^iat  never  was  ther  wordes  hem  bitween* 
Of  jelousy,  ne  of  non  othir  tene. 
Thus  endieth  Palcgnon  and  Emelye ; 
And  Ood  save  al  this  fayre  oompanye  t 

1  asehrior,  tl»  lowit  fiak  of  IrnlslrthoPJi 
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THE  FBOLOOE  OF  THE  ICYXLEK. 

WTTAN  that  the  Knight  had  thna  his  tale  i-told. 
In  al  the  ronte  nas  ther  jong  ne  old,  . 
That  he  ne  eeyde  it  was  a  noble  story, 
And  worthi  to  be  drawen  to  memory; 
And  namely  the  gentils  oTerichoon. 
Our  Host  tho  lowh  and  swoor, '  So  moot  I  goon. 
This  goth  light  wel ;  unbokeled  is  the  male  / 
Let  se.now  who  schal  telle  another  tale : 
For  trewely  this  game  is  wel  bygonne. 
Now  telleth  ye,  sir  Monk,  if  that  ye  konne 
Somwhat,  to  qnyte  with  the  knightes  tale.* 
The  Myller  that  for  drunken  was  al  pale,' 
So  that  unnethe  upon  his  hors  he  sat^ 
He  wold  avale  nowther  hood  ne  hat^ 
Ne  abyde  no  man  for  his  cortesye, 
But  in  Filates*  voys  he  gan  to  crye^ 

1  Apptrentlj  a  prorerbua  exprtiikMi  d«ri?cd  fron  tin  naitit,  mi4 
WftBlng,  UtanUlj,  that  tbe  male,  or  bale  of  goods,  U  opened  and  tlM 
ware  txpoeed  fbr  the  eattomeri*  inspeetions  nwtaphorlealljr,  that  th« 
hoalneei  it  well  begun. 

'  All  pale  tor  dmnkernieee.  It  doea  not  seen  here  the  German 
particle  ffertnmken,  but  a  prcpolitUm  awaaing  A  JbrcB  ds,  Itor  Tery 
dmnkenneee.  Iliere  are  MTeral  examples :  tee  two,  *  Air  old*  and  *  finr 
blak,'  ante^  p.  i58.    Othen  occur  elsewhere. 

*  In  the  gmfl;  hoane  Toioe  assumed  by  the  acton  who  played  the  ehn- 
taeter  of  Pilate  in  the  popular  mysteries  of  the  Passion.  The 
■mysteries'  or  'miracles,*  fbunded  on  Scripture, or^ the  Lirte  of  the 
Christian  Martyrs,  were  often  peribrmed  by  eedesiastica  in  chorebes, 
Ibr  the  pnrpoee  of  instructing  the  unlearned  people  in  the  snbstanoe  oi 
Boriptnre  history,  or  exciting  them  to  zeal  by  the  fbroe  of  examplo. 
80  eariy  as  the  time  of  William  I.,  llatt.  Paris  relates  that  Geo&ey. 
a  leaned  Konnan.oomposed  a  play  on  the  martyrdom  of  St.  Catherine. 
Mr.  Priee,  the  learned  editor  of  Warton,  says,  that  the  earliest 
mirade  play  extant  in  English  is  Our  SarioWi  JDuooA  Mb  HtU^  in 
MS.  of  the  time  of  Edward  II.  There  is  this  eurioos  passage  in 
Lambarde'S  Ttpographkol  />ic(tofMiry,  written  about  the  year  i57o.  *In 
the  dayes  of  ceremonial  religion,  they  used  at  Wytney  (in  Oxfixdshire) 
to  set  fourthe  yearly,  in  manner  of  a  shew  or  interlude,  the  Besurw 

reetioB  of  our  Lord,  fto The  like  to  which  I  myself^,  bdn^ 

then  a  diilde,  onee  sawe  in  Poule*S  Churche  in  London,  at  a  feast  of 
Whitsontide  1  wheare  the  comynge  down  of  the  Holy  Qost  was  set 
Ibrthe  by  a  white  pigeon,  that  was  let  to  fly  oat  of  a  hole  that  yet  is  to 
hesanainthamydstof  tharoolborthecfttataUa,'te.  Sat  also  the  sarka 
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AnA  wwar  hy  axmes  and  by  blood  and  bona^ 

'  I  can  a  noble  tale  for  tke  noones, 

With  which  I  wol  now  qnyte  the  knightes  tale.* 

Oore  Hoost  saw  wel  how  dronke  he  was  of  ale^ 

And  seyde,  *  Robyn,  abyde,  my  leve  brother, 

Som  bettre  man  schal  telle  £r?t  another ; 

Abyd,  and  let  ns  worken  thriftyly.' 

'  By  Qoddes  soulef  quod  he,  *  that  wol  nat  1, 

Por  I  wol  speke,  or  ellea  go  my  way/ 

Onre  Host  answerd,  'Tel  on,  a  devel  way! 

Thou  art  a  fool ;  thy  witt  is  overooma' 

*  Now  herkneth,'  quod  this  Myller, '  al  and  some 
Bat  first  I  make  a  protestacionn, 
That  I  am  dronke,  I  kuowe  wel  by  my  sonn ; 
And  therfore  if  that  I  mys-speke  or  seye, 
Wyte  it  the  ale  of  Southwerk,  1  you  preye ; 
For  I  wol  telle  a  legende  and  a  lyf 
Bothe  of  a  carpenter  and  of  his  wyf, 
How  that  the  clerk  hath  set  the  wrightes  cappe.* 

The  Reve  answered  and  seyde, '  Stynt  thi  dappe. 
Let  be  thy  lewed  drunken  harlottrye. 
It  is  a  synne,  and  eek  a  greet  folye 
To  apeyi-en  eny  man,  or  him  defame. 
And  eek  to  brynge  wyves  in  ylle  name. 
Thou  mayst  ynowgh  of  other  thinges  seyn.' 
This  dronken  Miller  spak  ful  sone  ageyn, 
And  seyde,  *  Leere  brother  Osewold, 
Who  bath  no  wy^  he  is  no  cokewold. 

of  plaji  exhibited  at  Cbester,  In  1 327*  ftt  the  expenie  of  the  dlflTervnt 
trading  eompaniee,  of  which  an  edition  wae  edited  by  Mr.  Wright  for 
the  Shakspeare  Society;  aldo  The  Tourndey  and  Coventry  MysUriett.  \% 
appears  ttom  Strype^  Grindah  p.  8^.  that  this  practice  of  acting  playi 
in  churchee  lingered  even  after  the  Ueformation,  except  that  profkna 
•torlet  had  taken  the  place  of  religions.  The  celebrated  ceremonies  d  ttiQ 
Holy  Week  In  the  Sistine  Chapi'l,  to  which  the  Englihh  abroad  always 
flock  in  such  numbers,  are  sometliing  of  the  rame  character.  The  eventi 
of  thePassien  are  read  fh>m  one  of  the  KvuairclUts  in  a  simple  but  very 
toaehing  chaunt,by  diflerent  divisions  of  the  choir,  onr  divi«Ion  takln| 
the  words  of  our  Lord,  another  of  the  Scribes  and  l^iarisees,  aaothet 
if  tbo  people,  and  a  finirth  readioc  the  namtiTe. 
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Bat  I  Mye  not  tJierfore  that  thoa  art  ooo, 

Ther  heea  ful  goode  -wyves  many  oon. 

And  ever  a  thoiuand  goode  agayoa  oon  badde ; 

That  knowest  thou  wel  thyse^  bat  if  thou  niadde.^ 

Why  art  thou  angry  with  my  tale  now) 

I  hare  a  wyf,  pard^ !  as  well  as  thow, 

Yet  nolde  I,  for  the  oxen  in  my  plough. 

Take  upon  me  more  than  ynough; 

Though  that  thou  deme  thiself  that  thou  be  ooo,* 

I  wol  bileere  wel  that  I  am  noon. 

An  housbond  Bchal  not  be  inquisitjf 

Of  Goddes  piyvet^,  ne  of  his  wy£ 

So  that  he  may  fynde  Goddes  foysoun  there, 

Of  the  remenaunt  needeth  nought  enquere.* 

What  schuld  I  aeye,  but  that  this  proud  MjUere 

He  nolde  his  wordes  for  no  man  forbere. 

But  tolde  his  cherlisch  tale  in  his  manere. 

He  athinketh,  that  I  schal  reheroe  it  heere; 

And  therfor  every  gentil  wight  I  preye, 

For  Goddes  love,  as  deme  nat  that  I  seye^ 

Of  yvel  entent,  but  for  I  moot  reherse 

Here  wordes  alls,  al  be  they  better  or  werse^ 

Or  eUes  fidaen  som  of  my  mateera' 

And  therfor  who  so  list  it  nat  to  heera^ 

Tuine  over  the  lee^  and  cheese  another  tale ; 

For  he  schal  fynde  ynowe  bothe  gret  and  smale^ 

Of  storial  thing  that  toucheth  gentilesse^ 

And  eek  morality,  and  holynesse.* 

Blameth  nat  me^  if  that  ye  cheese  amya. 

The  Miller  is  a  cherl,  je  know  wel  thiis; 

■.,  X^^  ^         '  JfiKlilelshere  a  Terb,metninKtobegoittf  nud.  lyrwhltt  In  hit  tcxf 
^^  «nlti  these  two  lines,  but  gives  them  in  his  notes  in  aless  oorrect  Awm. 

TlM  Killer  probably  meant  this  eompliment  Ironicallj. 

*  There  is  much  hamoor  in  the  Millerls  taking  it  tor  granted  that 
tha  reason  Oswald  otjects  to  hie  tale,  even  before  he  has  heaid  it»  Im 
beeaose  he  thinks  it  must  needs  apply  to  his  own  caaa. 

s  See  aitfs,p.  107,  note  % 

*  It  may  be  mentioned,  aa  a  specimen  of  the  etnrs  with  wkiek 
tran  tha  best  MSS.  abound,  that  in  tha  Uarleiaa  MS.  thia  Uaa  to 

•AadoikmofaiyaUtfaad 
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80  WBS  the  Beeve,  «nd  othir  manj  bm^ 
And  harlotry  thej  toldoi  bathe  twa 
AvyBeth  you,  aad  put  me  out  of  blame ; 
And  men  t^nlde  nat  t***^^  enieat  of  aune^ 


THK  lOLLKBXS  TALK. 

[Tri  origin  of  this  ttory  has  not  been  asoeitained*  jfr. 
Wright  thinks  that  it  is  probably  founded  upon  Kfahliau^ 
current  in  Chaucer's  time,  but  now  either  lo<it  or  buried 
among  the  MSS«  of  some  public  library ;  an  opinion  to  which 
Tyrwhitt  also  inclines.  For  the  licentiousness  of  this  and 
■ome  of  the  other  tales,  no  valid  excuse  can  be  offered.  The 
neocMitiea  of  the  plan,  and  the  manners  of  the  age,  are  some- 
times urged  in  extenuation,  and  the  plea  may  be  allowed  to 
aome  extent  in  mitigation  of  judgment;  but  even  Chaucer 
himself  felt  that  an  apology  was  due,  and  has  attempted  one, 
which,  as  has  been  shown  before,  is,  in  fact,  no  apology  at 
alL  In  his  treatment  of  tbe  subject,  the  poet  has  introduced 
the  various  incidents  and  characters  with  great  comic  power 
and  art  No  cireumstanoe  is  omitted  which  could  add 
grotesqueness  to  the  general  effect.  The  contrast  between 
Klcholas's outward  manners  and  real  pursuits;  the  incon- 
gruity between  the  hymn  he  chooses  to  sing  and  the  plan  he 
is  concocting;  hisoracular  mode  of  dedariag  his  vision;  thecar- 
penter's  excessive  distress  at  the  prospect  of  losing  his  Alison, 
who  isall  the  time  plotting  against  his  honour:  his  complacency 
in  the  superiority  of  his  own  common  aense  over  the  clerk's 
book-learning ;  Absolon's  devices  to  make  himself  agreeable ; 
his  preparations  for  the  hoped-for  accolade,  and  his  sudden 
diBgnst  for  his  former  objects  of  pursuit,  are  all  thrown  in 
with  tbe  hand  of  a  master  in  this  kind  of  broad  humour. 
The  antiquarian  and  historical  aspects  of  this  tale  are  not 
without  interest  as  illustrating  the  manners  of  the  times. 
*  In  the  description  of  the  young  wife  of  our  philoaopher'a 
host,'  says  Warton,  '  there  is  great  elegance,  with  a  mixture 
ef  burlnqoe  allusions  ;^not  to  mention  the  curiosity  of  a 


19S  THI  OAVTEBBUXT  TAUBl 


female  portnit  diswn  with  to  much  enctnem  at  radi  •  dk« 
tanoo  o£  time.'  HefB,  too,  the  poet  exhibits  that  growing 
feeling  of  hostility  to  the  clergy  which  prompted  the  writers 
of  the  latter  part  of  the  middle  ages  to  rejoice  in  placing  them 
and  the  serrioe  of  the  Chorch  in  a  ludicrous  point  of  view; 
fiir  AhsoloUt  being  a  parish  clerk,  was  of  course,  in  accord' 
ance  with  the  custom  of  the  pcimitiTe  and  mediisval  chuzdMi^ 
in  minor  orders.] 

TI7HIL0M  ther  was  dwellyng  at  Oxenford 

'  '  A  riche  gnof/  that  gestea  heeld  to  boorde,* 
And  of  hia  craft  he  was  a  carpenter. 
With  him  ther  waa  dwellyng  a  pore  aodlari 
Had  lemed  art,  but  al  his  £uitasj0 
Waa  toxned  for  to  leme  astrologye^ 
And  oowde  a  oertejn  of  conclusiouns 
To  deme  by  interrogadonnfli 
If  that  men  axed  bun  in  oerteyn  honres, 
Whan  that  men  echnld  han  dronght  or  elljB  ecboarea , 
Or  if  men  axed  him  what  schnlde  bi&lle 
Of  ererythini^  I  may  nought  reken  hem  alle. 
This  derk  was  doped  heende  Nicholas; 
Of  deme  love  he  oowde  and  of  aolaa; 
And  therwitb  he  was  sleigh  and  fill  priv^ 
And  lik  a  mayden  mdce  for  to  ae. 
A  diambir  bad  he  in  that  hostilleiTe* 
Alone^  withouten  eny  oompaignye^ 
Fal  fetialy  i-digbt  with  herbea  soote. 
And  he  bim.<«elf  as  swete  as  is  the  roote 
Of  lokoiTS,  or  eny  oetewala 
Hisalmagest*,  and  bookes  grei  and  smale, 

1  An  tjrunpto  of  the  way  In  which  the  final  «  of  the  fakMnite 
article  ie  mtule  the  efcnt  of  chanf^ee  ia  wmdn  thm^a  gnqfbeoaiam  an 
oaf  (  a  nedrfer,  an  adder ;  a  wnceh,  an  oach :  an  ^,  a  newt ;  ao. 

*  It  appears  from  tht^  pa«age  that  the  re««tabll«hed  •jnrtem  qf  permitting 
Mndenla  at  the  UnirerKitf  to  live  in  prirate  lodgings  was  the  aadcnt 
practioe.  The  abases  to  whioh  it  loUi,  as  ezMnpliiied  in  tlw  tata^  wen* 
probablf  the  cauM  of  Its  di^continoanoe. 

«  The^  Hart.  US.  rsade  te  ki»  fcisiinsi-f.  It  may  be  obsanned.  that 
It  was  nsoal  in  the  Univenitf  ftir  two  or  more  stadenta  to  liave  one 
iooni.^W. 

«  The  Amb^  from  whom  tha  Wmtwa  oatloas  dmivid  a  cnat  pHt 


Bib  Mgiiyhbe,*  longyng  Ibr  hbaii, 
His  aagrym  utoones,'  leyen  (aire  apart 
On  sch^ves  oooched  at  his  beddes  Jieed, 
Hit  pi«s8e  i-coi^«erod  with  a  fiJdyng  reed. 
And  all  above  ther  lay  a  gay  ■awtrye^ 
On  which  he  made  a-nightes  melodye^ 
Bo  iiwetelj,  that  al  the  chambmr  rang ; 
And  Anqeku  ad  virgi$kem*  he  nng. 
And  after  that  he  sang  the  kynges  note  f 
Fnl  often  bliased  was  his  mery  throte^ 
And  thus  this  sweete  clerk  his  tpne  spenli^ 
After  his  fie^des  fyndjmg  and  his  rente.* 


•f  tMr  Mrtf  kiMwMls«  of  nieBec  (lee  Hallav,  UUdU  Jfti,  a.  L, 

77)«MltodtlMll«y4Ml6rT«ei«  ot  ^UAtmj  Aimtgkihi,  from  ai,  AntlS 
Ibr  <*c  aad  iwywni,  ^mMmC  U  wm  tlw  handbook  of  atlrolpgy  U  that 


'  An  iaftmmtat  Sir  taking  tha  foali  altitade,  and  maklBf  other 
artrooonUoal  obMrraliont.  Chancer  hai  kit  a  traatlM  on  Its  naa,  of 
wlikli  the  iatroduotkNi, addressed  to  his  *  Utal  son  Loalt,'  Is  a  ebarmins 
exainpte  of  tho  poat's  lamiliar  prose  style.  In  Spc^htli  time  this  treatisa 
vaa  still  oonsldered  tha  bast  aotbority  on  the  branch  of  astranonf  «f 
which  it  treati. 

^  Augrim  is  a  oomiptiou  of  o^^orilAn,  tha  Arable  fcr  mmtnMom, 
Ansrim  BtoBca  were  the  eouatcrs  or  pebbles  andently  used  to  faailitata 
ealculationa,  which  last  word  Is  derived  ftom  ealeuhts,  a  pebble. 

*  On  the  Sondays  in  Advent  and  Feast  of  the  AniiunciatiOB.  the 
antiphons  and  responses,  appointed  to  be  sung  in  the  processions  and 
other  parts  of  the  Komen  service,  arc  taken  fh>m  the  evangelical 
history  of  the  appearance  of  the  Angel  Gabriel  to  the  blessed  Virgin* 
beginning,  *  Hissus  est  Gabriel  angeltu  arf  virgiittm,'  lliis  was  par^ 
haps  the  song  intended  in  the  text.  But  it  is  more  probably  a 
uMtrical  hyinn  to  be  Ibuad  only.  In  the  Salisbury  or  some  other  loaal 


All  tha  eoaunentaiors  acknowledge  themaelTes  unable  to  point  out 
the  piepe  of  mosle  intended  by  *  the  kynges  note.*  Warton  supposes 
it  to  mean  a  ckani  rogat,  or  bailad  roffol, — that  is,  as  Pasquer  describee 
it,  *  a  M»g  in  honour  of  God,  the  huly  Virgin,  or  any  other  argument 
oi  dignity.'  Hawkins  and  Bumey  cite  the  passage  as  illustrative  oi 
the  eultiratloii  of  musie  in  the  14th  century.    The  former  passes  over 

•  the  kynges  note'  without  obserration ;  the  latter  has  the  following  :— 

*  Tha  cAomC  roi/al  was  an  appellation  given  to  poems  on  lofty  sul:|jcctt 
ill  the  early  times  of  French  poer  ry. '-*i/if.  t^f  AIu8.,  il.,  375.  Tills  loose 
explanation  increases  the  obscurity.  Jt  is  more  likely  that  the  ckatU 
fiofol  was  a  KroAii  {ff  wmtHe,  like  the  *  Cantus  Fervgrinus '  of  Qregotiae 
Aalmody,  or  (of  later  date)  our  *  Grand  Chant.' 

*  Jiring  apon  what  his  IHeftis  found  him,  and  his  own  Inooma. 
VOL.  U  O 
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This  curpenter  had  weddid  newe  m  wjl^ 
Which  that  he  lovkl  more  than  his  Ijf ; 
Of  eyghteteene  jeer  sche  was  of  age, 
GeloQS  he  wa8»  and  heeld  hir  narwe  in  cage^ 
For  sdie  was  wild  and  jong,  and  he  was  old, 
And  demed  himself  belik  a  ookewi^d. 
He  knew  nat  Caionn,'  for  his  wit  was  rode, 
That  bad  man  sohnlde  wedde  his  similitudes 
Men  Bohulde  wedde  aftir  here  astaat, 
For  eMe  and  joathe  ben  often  at  debaat. 
But  sjn  that  he  was  brou^t  into  the  snare^ 
He  moste  endore^  as  othere  doon,  his  care. 

Fair  was  the  jonge  wj^  and  therwithal 
As  mj  weail  hir  bodj  gent  and  smaL 
A  seynt  sche  wered,  barred  al  of  silk ; 
.  A  barm-clotii'  eek  as  whit  as  mome  mylk 
XTpon  hir  lendes,  ful  of  many  a  gore. 
Vfbit  was  hir  smok,  and  browdid  al  byfore 
And  eek  byhynde  on  hir  coler  aboate, 
Of  cole-blak  sill^  withinne  and  eek  withouta 
The  tapes  of  hir  white  ypluper 
Weren  of  the  same  sate  of  hire  cokr ; 
Hir  filet  brood  of  silk  j-eet  fill  heje. 
And  certejnlj  sche  hadd  a  licorous  ejghe; 
Fol  smal  j-pulled  weren  hir  browes  twc^ 
And  iho  were  bent,  as  blak  as  a  slo. 
Sche  was  wel  more  blisfiil  on  to  see 
Than  is  the  newe  perjonette  tree; 


-  TyrwUtl  MTt  fhftt  tht  maxim  here  aieribed  to  Caton,  tlM  Vtawk 
Ama  olrCato,  If  to  be  foand  in  a  aopplemeDt  to  tiie  nocml  disUdhf  e»- 
tittod  JtaMfit««  Mer  Avdorm  ocCo  Mordia^  Lngdon.  i5a8.  Ul. 


penoai 


•  Dim  tlU  prole  paran  tpoiMam  monM|iie  Tenostoa, 
81  Mm  pace  relia  ritom  dedooere  iuaumu* 
*  Tliii  word  ie  deriTed  fhmi  tlie  Saxoa  toonn.tlielap,aiid  ie  thtreftMv 
iBterpfetod  in  tbe  flo«Mriet  a^apnmt  but  it  aeemi  ratliar  to  mean  o 
Mii  in  general,  •§  beios  worn  *  npon  ber  lendee/  and  made  to  fit  her 
■  with 'many  a  gore.'  Tbe  arya^iMana  not  only  theglrdle.  bat  tha 
ifUkatlM  Latin  eewe  andaotbewlioltofbMdMnieaaooantadlbr. 


TAX&  Its 

And  softer  than  tbe  wol  is  of  a  iPetiiiR 
And  by  hir  gurdil  hyng  a  pun  of  leihir, 
Taaaid  with  aiik,  and  period^  with  latonn. 
In  al  this  worid  to  seken  up  and  doon 
Thflce  nys  no  man  so  wysy  that  oonthe  thonoha 
So  gay  a  popillot^  or  such  a  wenche. 
For  blighter  wai  the  achjmyng  of  hir  hewi^ 
Than  in  the  Tour  the  noble  i-foxged  newe.* 
But  of  hir  aong^  it  was  as  lowde  and  yecna 
As  eny  awalwe  ohiteryng  on  a  beme. 
Therto  sohe  oowde  skippe,  and  make  game^ 
Am  eny  kyde  or  calf  folwyng  hia  dame. 
Hir  mouUi  was  tweete  as  bragat  is  or  moth, 
Or  hoord  of  applesi  layd  in  hay  or  heUk 
Wynsy ng  sohe  was^  as  is  a  joly  colt ; 
Long  as  a  mast^  and  upright  aa  a  boll* 
A  broch  ache  bar  upon  hir  lone  ooleer, 
As  brod  as  is  the  bos  of  a  bodeer. 
Hir  Bchos  were  laced  on  hir  legges  heyghe; 
Sohe  was  a  primerole,  a  piggesneyghe,^ 
For  eny  lord  have  Uggyng  in  his  Mide^ 
Or  yet  for  eny  good  yeman  to  weddoi 

Now  sir,  and  eft  sir,  so  bifel  the  oaa^ 
That  on  a  day  this  heende  Nicholas 


I  OnaiBMitod  wHhknobtoflattfliflllnpcttrlt. 

*  The  gold  noUe  of  thii  period  wee  a  yeiy  beantiftil  eotet  epeel* 
meni  are  eagraTed  in  RndiDgl  Annals  qf  tht  Coinaffe.  It  was  coined  la 
the  Tower  of  Loadoii,  tbe  place  of  the  principal  London  mintw— W. 

*  These  two  Unee  are  qvoted  by  Dryden  as  perfect  speelmens  ef  the 
berate  metre,  and  it  Is  difllciilt  to  believe  that  Chaucer  ooold  hare  pn^ 
duoed  them,  and  man/  others  as  perfect,  by  chance,  as  the  adroeatea 
of  the  rhythmical  theory  most  necessarily  suppose. 

«  A  tarm  ot  emleannettti  snppond  by  1  yrwhltt  to  mean  pi^*t  tjfe,  IHra 
the  lAtln  eeellatf,  the  eyes  of  tbe  pig  being  very  mtaXL  So  Doll  l^antheet, 
luteoding  to  be  very  tender*  calls  FalnaflT,  'Tiioa  whoreson  little,  tidy 
Hartholomew  boar-pig.*  //«rrr  l^^  Act  li.  k.  4.  Shad  well  (/'tay«,  vol.  L 
351)  wee  in  this  sense,  not  only  the  word  pig*ney,  bat  hirdsnejf.  iPigtn^f 
BMans  *plg^  eye;'  eo-alro  birdsney  may  be  either  *bird*8  eye*  or  *bird'# 
•gg,'  according  to  the  context  Not  only  is  the  furm  njr  fiir  cge  fbund,  but 
ngmm fbr syw.-  sse HaUiweU's /Mct'enor^.-^W.  U.S.] 
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IM  TBI  CAirmBCBT  TAUm, 

YH  with  this  jonge  wji  to  nge  and  plej« 
Whil  Uiat  hir  boiuboiid  was  at  Oaeneje/ 
As  derkes  ben  fbl  aotil  and  fill  qneynte. 
And  piyrelj  he  caught  hir  by  the  qneyntew 
And  aeyde,  *  I-wis,  but  if  I  have  my  wille^ 
For  deme  love  of  the,  lemnkan,  1  spille.' 
And  heeld  hir  harde  by  the  hannche  boonei^ 
And  eeyde, '  Lenunan,  love  me  al  at  one% 
Or  I  woi  dye,  as  inslj  God  me  save.' 

And  ache  sprang  out  aadoth  a  colt  in  travie: 
And  with  hir  heed  ache  wried  fimt  awej, 
And  sejde, '  I  wol  nat  kiaae  the,  by  my  ifey ! 
Why  let  be,'  quod  ache, '  lat  be  thoa,  Nicholas 
Or  I  wol  crye  out  harrow  and  alias! 
Do  wey  pour  haindes  for  your  cnrtesyel* 
This  Nidiolas  gan  mercy  for  to  crye, 
And  spak  so  fisore,  and  profred  him  so  fiuts^ 
That  sohe  hir  love  him  graunted  aite  laste^ 
And  swor  hir  oth  by  seynt  Thomas  of  Ken^ 
That  sohe  wol  be  at  hia  commaondement, 
Whan  that  sohe  may  hir  leysir  wel  aspya. 

*  Myn  housbond  is  so  f ul  of  jelousie, 
That  bat  ye  wayten  wel,  and  be  pryr^^ 

I  woot  right  wel  I  am  but  deed,'  quod  soh^t 

*  Ye  mosten  be  ful  deme  as  in  this  caaa.' 

* Therof  ne  care  the  nought,'  quod  Nicholas: 

*  A  derk  hath  litherly  byset  his  while, 
3ut  if  he  oowde  a  carpenter  bygyloi' 
And  thus  they  ben  acorded  and  iniwon 
To  wayte  a  tyme,  as  I  have  told  bifom. 

Whan  Nicholas  had  doon  thus  every  del. 
And  thakked  hire  aboute  the  lendys  wel. 
He  kist  hir  sweet,  and  taketh  his  sawtrye^ 
And  pleyeth  fast^  and  maketh  melodye. 

I  An  iMmj  to  flw  mborbi  of  Oxfiord,  founded  hj  Edward  the  Om 
I^Mor,  nMlie  ineUnce,  m  Lunbarde  ttotes  in  his  TVpeymjifctetii  IXtfc. 
ftomrn^,  nf  his  Queen  Editiia,  who  WM  directed  to  the  piaeo  *  hjr  the 
•tetterjnfeorpiee.* 


TALK  Wl 

Tfani  lyi  it  thus,  that  to  the  pariadi  dUxdm 
CmteB  owen  workes  for  to  nirbhV 
This  goods  wyf  went  on  an  halj  dbj; 
Hir  Ibrheed  sehoa  ss  bright  ss  eiij  daj, 
80  was  it  waisschen,  whui  sche  leet  hhr  irwk. 

Now  ther  was  of  that  chirche  a  parisch  derlg 
Tho  which  that  was  i-clepad  Ahsoloa. 
Cmlla  was  his  heer,  and  ss  the  gold  it  sehon, 
And  stniwted  sa  a  fim  right  lar^  snd  hrood ; 
Ful  strejt  aod  evene  lay  his  jo^  sehood. 
His  rode  was  reed,  his  ejghen  gray  ss  goos^ 
With  Powles  wyndowesf*  corven  on  his  sehooa 
In  hoaen  reed  he  went  ful  fetitsly. 
I-e]ad  he  was  ful  small  snd  pro[Hurly, 
Al  in  a  kirtel  of  a  fyn  wadiet^ 
Schapen  with  goores  in  thenewe  get 
And  thempon  he  had  a  gay  siurply% 
As  whyt  as  is  the  blosme  upon  the  xyi. 
A  mery  child*  he  was,  so  God  me  sare; 
Wei  oouthe  he  lete  blood,  and  clippe  and  schavia^* 
And  maka  a  chartre  of  lend  and  aoquitaunoei 
In  twenty  manerg  he  ooude  skip  and  daunee, 

<  Innieal. 
*  rMiapft  tMs  ■waai  that  lii«  ilMet  ««m  0b^  ta  noant  Cntthm 
louRgw)  Hkt  p«BM  of  gt«M.  Ib  the  CUt«relan  tUtntet  the  monke 
■re  fiirbidden  to  wear  caiee09  femeMtratoi.'^T.  Mr.  Wright  tutei 
that  tliree  p«intiiig»  fonncrijr  exictinf  on  the  walle  of  St.  SCephen'e 
ehapei,  Weetnioiter,  reiN-eecBted  shoee  of  Chaucer's  tioM,  which  were 
eat  ia  pattent  not  unlike  the  traeery  of  ehmreh  windewe;  aad  tliat  it 
baa  beea  coi^iecturei  that  the  phrate  Potciea  windoaoB  refen  eepeeiaUy 
ta  the  iDM  window  of  old  6t.  Pa«l'a,  whi^h  reeeanbled  the  omaMent  oa 
oae  «f  aeme  beaatiAd  laiaplef  of  ancieat  ehocs  preaerved  in  the 
Bweam  of  Mr.  C.  Roaeh  fimlth.  Mr.  Wright  givee  cuU  of  theae  alioM 
in  hU  editkm  of  Chaaeer,  poMished  bjr  the  tmcy  Soeie^.    Figarea  of 


3  Tbe  term  cAtfi,  aa.ia  well  knows  over  rfnea  the  fNAIieatioa  «f 
CMd€  Uarok^'WUt  applied  io  the  middle  agee  to  young  men.  TJha 
byma  aappoaed  to  have  been  oing  in  Uie  fire  by  Shadraeh,  Meaheeb, 
aod  Abednego.  ia  called,  in  Clie  ISook  of  Common  Prayer,  the  fiMy  ^ 
(At  Tkrte  Childrm^  Childe  Wat«B,  tba  Child  of  EUe,  and  oUiar  •» 
•^plaf  ooeur  in  £*««/'«  collection. 


IM  m  CAmmBJKf  tauk 


After  the  acole  of  Oxenforde*  Uio^ 
And  with  his  kggcs  casleB  to  and  fio; 
And  plejen  songes  on  a  small  rabiblo; 
Ther-to  he  sang  som  tjme  a  lowde  qQjnjbla* 
And  as  wel  ooude  he  pleye  on  a  giierne. 
In  al  the  tonn  nas  biewhow  ne  tayeme 
That  he  ne  Tiaited  with  hia  soias^ 
Ther  as  that  anj  gajhird  tapster  wa& 
But  soth  to  say  he  was  somdel  sqnaymoas 
Of  lart ji^,  and  of  speche  daungenraa 
This  Abaolony  that  jolly  was  and  g^j, 
Ckyth  with  a  senser  on  the  halj  day, 
Sensing'  the  wyves  of  the  parisch  £ust ; 
And  many  a  lovely  look  on  hem  he  casl^ 
And  namely  on  this  carpenteses  wyf ; 
To  loke  on  hire  him  thought  a  mery  lyf  ; 
Bche  was  so  propre,  sweete,  and  lieorcMML 
I  dar  wel  sayn,  if  sche  had  hen  a  ] 


>  Sea  «irlB,  p.  S»,  DOt«  a. 

*  ^iiflii  to.  prabtMx,  Utrmtd  fron  ttie  Tot  qmtmioiif,  f  |Aqr  m 
•hif  ft  part  In  Sflha.  The  extra  part,  tikote  fear,  im  the  old  eaperat* 
f  art-bouka  la  ealted  ^mmhm^  the  aext  arxfia,  and  ae  oa.  ▲  pUgw^bit 
«or  gnMble)  anay,  tkcreftm,  have  beea  •  llftli  (jrencrallf  a  Mgk  tenor, 
•r  eounter  tenor,  which  aeems  implied  by  the  eypraaatnn  *lowd* 
^ornyble';)  and  thia  rlew  la  anpported  bgr  the  word  fnetfu'We.  whkh 
•eeniB  In  n.  very  early  ttentiae  on  deaeant.  A  fi«iqpV«  then  UMOia  n 
fMTt  extemporlaed  a  flfth  abore  the  re»t ;  a.pwctiee  tailed  nlia  by  thn 
old  ninatolana  *  etfaniainif/  aaach  practiced  by  boya,  nnd  eenaeqncntljr 
■laeeiatad  wkh  yonthfttfaMMb  n  aiHIteleat  rcnaon  Ibr the  pavfah  dark  tm 
•bam  off  la  thia  mnaner.  Rubiyr,  or  rtbibie,  (nbauidly  deeeiibed  bj 
Spenht  na  a  glttem  er  Sddla,^  waa,  no  doubt,  the  Anridan  reM  or 
f^teft,  rendered  in  Italian  rebeem;  n»>in»tr«nient  of  two  atiinga,  with  a 
Snweoboard*ftetted,*andphiyednponby  abow;  In  abort,  a  primitivo 
violin.  The  jTMmic,  or  ctttem,  waa  a  Ibrm  of  guitar,  (tha^amo  word^ 
eneh  alrta^f  of  whieh  had  n  dnplieate  for  iMre  rapid  nrtienlaitoa»  w 
ipell  aa  ta  aagaiant  the  tone.    It  wna  played  vpen  1^  n  ^nOL 

*  It  wna  the  coatom  for  the  elerita  who  carried  the  eenaari  to  awina 
them  la  front  of  the  eonfrafatlon,  ao  that  the  perAiuM  wna  dlihaed 
ever  the  whole  ehoroh.  Lord  aonemrry,  in  hIa  •J>tueiioi  Jftceteelhm^ 
giTea  aenrionaillnatratlon  of  the  Jealoaay  with  whieh  perwnal  priority 
waa  regarded '  In  admlnlatering  the  honoom  of  the  eenaer*  even  in  tho 
hut  eeotvry.  So  In  the  Ffrmne'i  Tnl€  (de  mperltU)  aaaong  the  different 
ninda  of  pride  to  reckoned  the  deatea  to  ^taa  «Manaad»  or  gm  to  tta 
att7M«  k^feM  ^  neghaUtn^* 


And  Im  ft  ent,  he  wold  hir  hent  moon.^ 
This  pttriscli  derk,  thia  jolj  Absolon, 
Hath  in  his  berto  siwh  a  love  iGogyng, 
Tfast  ef  no  vyf  ce  took  he  noon  oftrjngf 
For  eurtes^i  he  seyde,  he  wolde  noon. 
The  moone  »l  night  ful  deer  and  brighte  sdiooo. 
And  Alwolon  his  giterne  hath  i-take^ 
For  paxtMnonrs  he  aeyde  he  wold  awaka 
And  forth  he  goth,  jolyf  andameroiu^ 
Til  he  earn  to  the  carpentares  hoii% 
A  litel  after  the  ook  had  y-orowo^ 
And  dressed  him  tip  by  a.sdiot'  wyndowv 
That  was  under  the  carpenterea  ivaL 
He  syngeth  In  his  voys  gentil  and  i 

•Itaw,  decnladf.if  tbi  wiDebe. 
I  pray«  y«w  tkat  ye  wol  rtwt  oa  bn.* 

Ful  wA  aoordyng  to  his  gytemytt|^ 

This  carpenter  awook,  and  herde  him  q^g» 
And  spak  unto  his  wyf,  and  sayde  anoon, 
'What  Alisoun,  herestow  not  Abaolon, 


CtUi  HtMoffiA  oeean  In  a  \tm  ridlciilMi  form  fai  tilt  Border  JI&n 

•O  fta  my  lore  wwe  ft  plcklt  of  wiiart. 
And  Rfowiag  upoa  yoD  lily  1m, 
Amd  I  myvelf  a  bonny  wee  bird, 
▲wa  wi*  tliet  pickle  •'  wbeai  I  wad  JUe.* 

s  The  MiNiey  eolleeted  at  the  offertory  was  fbrmeriy  apfAIed  partly  to 
the  naiateiianee  of  the  minlstcn  ef  the  chvrrh  (of  whom  Absolon  was 
•n  inferior  one),  aa  appeam  fram  tlie  venee  takra  fhnn  i  Cor.  ix.,-^p* 
IMilnted  in  the  Book  of  Coaunon  Prayer  to  be  read  at  that  part  of  tha 


«  This  word  ooenrt  in  the  beaatiAil  battad  of  Oerk  Stmnder*,  In 
the  JHMlir  J/liM(rHiy,  vol.  ii^  inn  ooimesion  which  ahowt  that  it  caiinol 
sesn  •ktdt  aa  Tyrwhitt  lappoMt  s— 

•  Hien  she  hai  ta'en  a  cryital  wand. 

And  she  haf  stroken  her  ttoih  thereon  t 

She  hat  given  it  him  out  at  the«Ao<  whulom^ 

With  mony  a  uid  ligh  and  heaTy  groan.* 

A  f  ViC  ttbidoto  was,  therelbre,  probably  a  sort  of  bow  window,  IhMn 
vhicli  the  inmates  might  shoot  any  one  attempting  to  fens  an  iatraniw 
fc/  the  door,  as  Mr.  Wright  well  oknenraa. 


S06  rat  cabterwkt  tales. 

Thai  ehaontdth  thus  under  core  boures  wal  f* 
And  ache  answered  hir  housbond  therwithal, 
'YiB,  Ood  wooty  Johan,  I  heere  it  esverj  del* 

Thia  pasBeth  forth ;  what  wil  ye  bH  than  welt 
Fro  day  to  day  this  joly  ALec^on 
80  woweth  hire,  that  him  is  wo-bigon. 
He  waketh  al  the  night  and  al  the  day, 
To  kembe  his  lokkes  brode  and  made  him  gay. 
He  woweth  hire  by  mene  and  by  brocage^* 
And  SWOT  he  wolde  ben  hir  owne  page. 
He  qmgeth  crowyng  as  a  nigbtyngale; 
And  sent  hire  pyment^  meth,  and  spiced  ale, 
.  ^  ^  /. '/..  .'     And  wafres  pypyng  hoot  out  of  the  gleede  ;* 
^ '  And  for  sche  was  of  tonne,  he  profrcd  meeda 

For  aom  folk  wol  be  wonne  for  richcsse, 
And  som  for  strokes^  som  for  gcntillesse. 
8om  tyme,  to  achewe  his  lightiics  and  maistiys^ 
He  pleyeih  Herod^  on  a  scaffold  hya 
But  what  avayleth  him  as  in  this  caast 
8ehe  so  loveth  this  heende  Nicholv^ 
That  Abaolbn  may  blowe  the  bukkes  hom;* 
He  ne  had  for  al  his  labour  but  a  itkom. 
And  thus  sche  maketh  Absolon  hir  ape. 
And  al  his  emeat  tomeih  to  a  jape. 

1  TlwH«*.MO.  I  !■<■  IwM  iwr    JtoKnmMMfwImtritf  tdiMtbtr. 
s  Wool  her  bf  tlM  madiation  tod  iBtenrentkm  or  brokerafs  of  co»- 


•  TlMw  WW*  probablf  the  Vmnch  ^«/n*rwbich  woi4  In  Hi  llMt  onir  » 
•ormptlon  of  tiM  EnfflMi  «0n/er.~W.  W.s.).  fXwf  ftiwiully  ><»ld  at 
aUit,  mM  art  made  of  a  ktwl  of  batter  puuml  into  an  inm  ii»«tnniieiit, 
wbioU  fhati  ap  like  a  pair  of  aimflen.  It  to  tliMi  Uiniit  lulu  tlw  linv  and 
whe^i  it  is  witlidraMm  and  opened,  the  ganfrt,  or  u-afvr,  la  taluaa  oat  and 
•ilea*  *  piping  hot  out  of  the  gleodo.*  as  iiere  d«.:icri(iua. 

4  Xhia4a  aMh  la  elutfaeter.  The  parish  clerks  alwajt  took  •  prln* 
dpal  sbara  in  the  represenUtion  of  the  mysteries,  and  playing  the  part 
«r  Herod  fare  Absolon  an  opportnnltr  of  showing  himself  olT  to  adran* 
tag*  In  the  kingly  character.  Ii^the  years  1 390  and  1409  the  parish 
eleeks  ol  London  aeted  plays  fi>r  eight  days  sneeessiTely  at  Clerkcnwell« 
iapreseneaofBMMtof  Um  aobUity  and  gatry  o#  the  klngdoa.  ■Sm 
WAnon,  eeet.  juksIv. 

«  11iis,asUnppean,lto«#fnlMtta  the  phraae  *  to  pipe  te  ns  *«p 
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Fq]  Mth  is  this  proTerbe,  it  is  no  ly^ 
Men  Beyn  right  thus  alwaj^  the  nej  d js 
Maketh  the  ferre  leef  to  be  lotL^ 
For  though  that  Abeolon  be  wood  or  wroihf 
Byoauflo  that  he  fer  was  from  here  sight. 
This  Nicholas  hath  stonden  in  his  lights 
Now  bsre  tiie  wel,  then  heende  Nioholai^ 
For  Abeolon  niaj  wayle  and  synge  alias. 

And  so  bifelle  it  on  a  Satyxdaj 
This  carpenter  was  gon  to  Osenay, 
And  heende  Nicholas  and  Alisonn 
Acordid  ben  to  this  condnsioan. 
That  Nicholas  schal  schapen  hem  a  wyte 
This  selj  jelons  hoosbond  to  begjle; 
And  if  80  were  this  game  wente  arigh^ 
8che  sohnlde  slope  in  his  arm  al  ni^t^ 
For  tUs  was  hire  desir  and  his  also. 
And  right  anoon,  withouten  wordes  mp^ 
This  Nicholas  no  longer  wold  he  taxje, 
Bat  doth  fdl  softe  into  lus  chambur  cnjs 
Both  mete  and  drynke  for  a  day  or  tweye^ 
And  to  hir  housbond  bad  hir  for  to  seye. 
If  that  he  axed  after  Nicholas, 
Sche  sohnlde  saye,  sche  wiste  nat  wher  he  was  i 
Of  al  that  day  sche  saw  him  nat  with  eye; 
Sche  trowed  he  were  falle  in  som  maladye, 
For  no  cry  that  hir  mayden  cowde  him  calle 
He  nolde  answere,  for  nought  that  may  bifaUa 

Thus  pasaeth  forth  al  that  ilke  Satyrday, 
That  Nicholas  stille  in  his  chambre  lay, 
And  eet,  and  drank,  and  dede  what  him  lesU 
Til  Soneday  the  sonne  was  gon  to  reste. 

This  sely  carpenter  hath  gret  mervaile 
Of  Nicholas,  or  what  thing  may  him  ayls^ 

I  Oower  bMthSa  proverb,  Conf.  AmanL  iU.  58  •— 

*  An  olde  imwe  it,  who  tlitt  is  tlys^ 
In  pUee  wher  he  may  be  nygbo. 
Ho  BAkctb  the  ferro  lotf  lotb.^— T. 
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And  aeydey  *  I  am  adrad,  by  seynt  Thomas! 
It  Rtondeth  nat  aright  with  Nicholas; 
God  schilde  that  he  dejde  sodeinlj. 
This  world  ir  now  f iil  tykel  sikerl j ; 
I  sangh  to-day  a  corps  y-bom  to  chirehei 
That  now  on  Monday  last  I  saugh  him  witdMi 
Qo  up,*  quod  he  unto  his  knave, '  anoon; 
Clepe  at  his  dore,  or  knokke  with  a  stoon; 
Loke  how  it  is,  and  telle  me  boldely.* 
This  knave  goth  him  np  fol  sttirdilyy 
And  at  the  chambir  dore  whil  he  stood,  . 
He  cryed  and  knokked  as  that  he  were  wood ; 
*  What  howl  what  do  ye,  mayster  Kicholay  1 
How  may  ye  slepen  al  this  longe  dayf 
But  al  for  nought,  he  herde  nat  o  word. 
An  hole  he  fond  right  lowe  upon  the  boordt 
Ther  as  the  cat  was  wont  in  for  to  creepe» 
And  at  that  hole  he  loked  in  ful  deepe. 
And  atte  laste  he  hadde  of  him  a  sights 
This  Nicholas  sat  ever  gapyng  upright^ 
As  he  had  loked  on  the  newe  moone. 
Adoun-he  goth,  and  tolde  his  mayster  soone^ 
In  what  aray  he  sawh  this  ilke  man. 
This  carpenter  to  bleasen^  him  bygan. 
And  seyxle,  *  Now  help  us,  seynte  Frideswydel' 
A  man  woot  litel  what  him  schal  betyda 
This  man  is  foUe  with  his  astronomye 
In  som  woodnesse,  or  in  som  agonye: 
I  thought  ay  wel  how  that  it  schulde  bet 
Men  sohulde  nought  knowe  of  Ooddes  pryvytl 
Te,  blessed  be  alwey  a  lowed  man. 
That  nat  but  oonly  his  bileeve  can." 

>  To  eroM  bliiiielf. 

*  8ciat«  If  tlM  femlnioe  fbrm  of  telnL  St.  Fridetwide  wtf  piitTnn«« 
«r  •  OMiidcniMo  priory  mt  Oxford,  aa4  beiaf  m  SaxoAl*^  tevoksd  with 
tiiteMM  pioprleCr  by  th«  earpenier.^  f. 

*  AU  itiAt  ho  knew  in  the  way  of  lenrniny  wm  hit  ereed.  Tienrning 
SPeifated  primarily  in  linowinir  Latin,  and  in  thie  Inngnagt  Ofta  psot 

'  »««•  tans^t  to  npaai  their  othId^  or  teMii: 
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80  ferde  aaoiher  derk  irith  tmkmtkomj^; 

He  iralked  in  the  feeldes  for  to  piye 

Upon  the  sterres,  what  ther  scholde  bifillc^ 

Til  he  was  in  a  marie  \at  i-&lle.^ 

He  laagh  nat  that    But  jet,  by  eeint  Thonaal 

Me  reweth  sore  for  heende  Nicholas; 

He  Bchal  be  xatyd  of  his  stadyyn^ 

If  that  I  may,  by  Jhesu  heren  kjngt 

Oete  me  a  tsbsS,  that  I  may  nnderspore, 

Whil  that  thou,  Robyn,  Invest  up  the  doirt: 

He  Bchal  oat  of  his  stttdyyng.as  I  gene.* 

And  to  the  chambir  dore  he  gan  him  dresMb 

His  knave  was  a  strong  karl  for  the  nooDie% 

And  by  the  hasp  he  hf^ it  up  at  oones; 

And  in  the  floor  the  dore  fil  doun  anooB» 

This  Nicholas  sat  stille  as  eny  stoon. 

And  ever  he  gapyd  up-ward  to  the  eyr. 

This  carpenter  weude  he  were  in  despeir. 

And  hent  him  by  the  schuldres  mightily. 

And  schook  him  harde,  and  ayed  spitously, 

*  What,  Nicholas^  what  how,  man?  loke  adoon; 

Awake,  and  thynk  on  Cristes  passioun. 

I  crowche  the  from  elves  and  from  wightes.* 

Therwith  the  night-spel'  seyde  he  anon  rightei^ 

On  the  foure  halves  of  the  hous  aboute^ 

And  on  the  threisahfold  cxf  the  dore  withonte. 

>  He  allodes  to  m  ■tory  totd  of  Thmle*  hy  I^ato  in  his  TlkeaUfm,  bat 
mr  author  probably  read  it  in  the  Cento  KoveUt  AniSdU.    N.  Jtf  .^T. 

<  Thcee  fpells  were  probably  derived  from  Uie  andent  exoreimiit 
common  to  the  Jewivh  and  Chri9tian  chnrehes  — (Acta  xix.  1 }.)  When 
vsed  by  the  Tulgar  they  generally  contlMed  of  a  ttriof  of  unmeaning 
words  of  imposing  soond.  There  is  an  example  in  Lear,  Aet  iii ,  sc*lv.  w-* 
•  St.  Withold  fboted  thriee  the  woM, 
He  met  the  night-mars  and  her  niao-lbld« 
Bid  her  alight  and  her  troth  plight. 
And  aroint  thee,  witch  t  aroint  tbco  P 
Tyrwhitt,  fbr  nfffhta  vtrray,  rmd«  nighte*  man  (we  next  pago).  A  cnrioos 
'spsU*  in  Angk)-J9axpn,  resembling  this  is  given  In  Uasrb*8  Grammar  and 
TH<mp^  AnaUcta.    [Vr.  It  Morris  (A Mine  ed.)  reads  /Yo  niglitss  mart 
werys  thee  with  J*aUma»ter,  t'.<.  'defend  thee/  which,  though  speoalativ^ Ig 
nmwdj  intcUigiUe  rauling  Uiitf.  Itas  besu  sHgcestHd.] 
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'  lord  Jbesn  Crist,  and  nejnie  Benedight, 
Bleae  this  baas  from  every  wikkede  wigh^ 
> .   Fro  nyghtes  Temy,  the  white  Pater-noster; 
Wher  wonestow  now,  semte  Fetres  speterf 
And  fttte  lasfce,  heende  ^^icholas 
Gsa  for  to  syke  sore,  and  seyde, '  Alias! 
Sdhal  al  the  world  he  lost  eftsones  nowf 
Tlus  carpenter  answerde,  ^  What  seystowt 
Whati  thenk  on  God,  as  we  doon,  men  that  swinka/ 
This  Nicholas  answerde, '  Fette  me  diynke; 
And  after  wol  I  speke  in  piyvytd 
Of  oerteyn  thing  that  toucheth  the  and  me ; 
I  wol  telle  it  non  other  man  certayn.* 
This  carpenter  goth  forth,  and  eomth  agayn. 
And  brooght  of  mighty  ale  a  lar^  quart 
Whan  ech  of  hem  y-^ronken  had  his  part, 
This  Nicholas  his  dore  gan  to  schitte, 
And  dede  this  carpenter  doun  by  him  sitte, 
And  seide,  *  Johan,  m3m  host  ful  leve  and  deerc^ 
Thou  schalt  tt))on  thy  troutiie  swere  me  heere, 
That  to  no  wight  thou  schalt  this  counsel  wreye; 
For  it  is  Cristes  counsel  that  I  seye, 
And  if  thou  telle  it  man,  thou  art  forlore ; 
For  this  rengaunce  thou  nchalt  ban  therfore, 
That  if  thou  wreye  me,  thou  schalt  be  wood.* 
*  Nay,  Crist  forbede  it  for  his  holy  blood  f 
Quod  tho  this  sely  man, '  I  am  no  labbe, 
Though  I  it  say,  I  am  nought  leef  to  gabba 
8ay  what  thou  wolt^  I  schal  it  never  telle 
To  child  ne  wjt,  by  him  that  harwed  helle  1*^ 


I  n  WM  thtpraraillBf  Mief  in  tbe  middle  a|(ei,fouid«<l  on  i  PIbCm; 
111.  ■••  lY.  tf.snd  CaloM.U.  i5.  that  our  Lord,  whtn  Im  dctcended  IntotlM 
plMt  of  departed  fpiriti,  pr«mclicd  tJie  Gospel  to  thote  who  before  Hit 
laewMtion,  bed  lenred  God  as  ikr  ei  their  imperfect  knowledfeenabled 
them  I  that  he  thui  made  them  partakers  of  the  beneSU  of  tbe  atooa- 
meat,  aad  reteiied  than  fkom  the  pricon  in  which  thef  had  been  con> 
ined,  called  th^  Umbtu  patrum.  This  was  called  the  *  Harrowinff  of 
Hrll,*  «r  whieh  there  to  a  beaiitiftd  etching  in  Albert  Durerti  UtrJ^Mtm 
•In  the  year  i4»7,* says  Warton,*  while  Henry  VMrkeptlila 
I  ai  the  CMtle  of  WinehaMter.OBoeatftioB  nf  the  birth  of  FfeiBM 
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'  Now,  Johan,*  quod  Nicbo]a8»  *  I  wol  not  lys: 
I  haye  i-founde  in  myn  astrologye^ 
As  I  have  loked  in  the  moone  bright^ 
That  now  on  Monday  next,  at  quarter  ni^t^ 
Schal  falle  a  reyn,  and  that  so  wilde  and  wooc^ 
That  half  so  gret  was  never  Noes  flood. 
This  worlde,'  he  seyde,  *  more  than  an  hour 
Schal  ben  i-dreynt,  so  hidous  is  the  schoiir: 
Thus  schal  mankynde  drench,  and  leese  his  IjV 
This  carpenter  answered, '  Alias,  my  wyf  I 
And  shal  she  drenche?  alias,  myn  Alisonnl* 
For  sorwe  of  this  he  fel  almost  adoun, 
And  seyde,  *  Is  ther  no  remedy  in  this  caasf 

*  Why  yis,  for  Gode,'  quod  heende  Nicholas; 
'  If  thou  wolt  worken  aflir  lore  and  reed ; 
Thou  maist  nought  worke  after  thin  owen  heed* 
For  thus  seith  Salomon,  that  was  ful  trewe^ 
Werke  by  oounseil,  and  thou  schalt  nat  rewa.* 
And  if  thou  worken  wolt  by  good  oounsail, 

I  undertake,  withouten  mast  and  sail, 
Yet  schal  I  saven  hir,  and  the,  and  me. 
Hastow  nat  herd  how  saved  was  Noe, 
Whan  that  our  Lord  had  warned  him  biforo. 
That  al  the  world  with  watir  schulde  be  lomf 

*  Yis,*  quod  this  carpenter,  *  ftil  yore  ago,* 

'  Hastow  nought  herd,'  quod  Nicholas^ '  also 
The  sorwe  of  Noe  with  his  felaschipe. 
That  he  hadde  or  he  gat  his  wyf*  to  schipef 

Arthur,  on  ft  Sandfty.  during  the  time  of  dinner,  'he  wm  enterttJiied 
with  ft  religious  dntmft  cftUed  ChrMi  desceruut  ml  infigrot,  or  Chriifi 
defceftt  into  hell '  vHeprtr.  Fnorat.  S.  Swithin.Winton.  MS.  He  alao 
gires,  from  the  Iferl.  MSS.,  a  poem  on  the  same  sttltfeot  (ainoe  {uiatftd 
bgr  Mr.  UftlUwelU.  beginning— 

'  Alle  herkneth  to  me  now  ( 

A  strif  wollc  I  tellen  on 

Of  Jliesu  ftnt  of  Sathftn 

Tbo  Jiiesu  wes  to  hulle  ygftn.' 
Tbft  fint  editkm  of  the  Tliirty-nine  Articles  asserted  this  doctrine ;  hot 
It  wfts  ftfterwarda  thought  better  to  leave  the  members  of  the  Cburcll 
ftf  England  to  their  liberty  in  interpreting  •  text  of  Scriptora. 

*  ProT.  ix.  14- 

*  Thifl  it  probabl/  na  ftllusioB  to  a  rappoaed  dispute  between  2lMk 


\ 
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Hint  luulde  wel  lever,  I  dar  wd  andertake. 
At  thilke  tyme,  than  alle  hiB  wetheres  blak% 
That  ache  hadde  had  a  schip  hinelf  allone. 
And  therforo  wo«tow  what  is  best  to  doonat 
Tliia  azeth  hsst^  and  of  an  hast  j  thing 
Men  may  nought  preche  or  make  tacyyng. 
Anon  go  gete  us  &flt  into  this  in 
'  A  knedjmg  trowh  or  elles  a  kemelyn. 
For  ech  of  us;  but  loke  that  they  be  larger 
In  which  that  we  may  rowe  as  in  a  baige^ 
And  have  therin  vitsulle  suffisant 
Bnt  for  o  day;  fy  on  the  remenant; 
The  water  sohal  aakkeand  gon  away 
Aboute  prime  upon  the  nexte  day. 
But  Robyn  may  not  wite  of  this,  thy  knave^ 
Ne  ek  thy  mayde  Gille  I  may  not  save; 
Aake  nought  why;  for  though  thou  aske  me^ 
I  wol  nat  tellen  Qoddes  pryvet6. 
Suffioeth  the,  but  if  that  thy  wiU  madde^^ 
To  have  as  gret  a  grace  as  Koe  hadde. 

tad  hif  wUk,  M  reprewnted  In  Um  nligioat  pUrtor  myiterieii 

p  ""'  Mto-§),  or  wUeh  tht  followiiig  tpeoinaB  to  Ukw  from  3lr. 

Wrifhi  -         - 


Frighili  oditioii  of  tht  CSI«iCcrlFftjlN»  i>!toi«t,  priatod  a»  tbt  1 

fpMN  Sodtt/ :— 

JRm.  Wfib,eomt te, whj  •tondes  tlioa  tbtfof 
TliM  ut  erer  ftoward.  that  dore  I  tirara. 
Ooao  hi  on  Qodes  halfe  i  tjmo  it ««% 
For  Snr  lot  that  wo  drowao. 
VKh.  Tea,iir,  set  ap  joor  nile, 

▲ad  rowo  forth  with  evil  haOa, 
War  wlthootta  eale  foile, 

I  wU  aot  oato  of  this  towaoi 
Bat  I  hoTe  aiygoMepet  evcrich  oaa 
Oae  ftwteftirther  I  wil  not  gone  t 
Thej  ■hall  not  drowa,  by  St.  Joha* 

And  I  may  eavo  their  Utt. 
Thtf  loved  me  fhll  well,  by  Chriitt 
Battboa  will  let  them  into  thy  ehlit, 
SUto  rowe  fbrth,  Noe,  when  thon  Uti, 
And  get  thee  a  aewe  wifo. 
At  tail  8am.  with  the  amietanoe  of  hie  brethren,  fttehei  har«iboaf« 
by  fsroai  aad  apon  Voah*e  welcoming  her.  the  giTee  him  a  baa  «a 
tfctoar.  >  Bomadi  aMddftohereaTerb.    ;.     ,  r.  ^ 

9  /'  ^  / 


THB  WLTiKBlM  TALC  SOT 

Thy  wyf  sohal  I  wd  aaren  <mi  of  doote. 

Ck>  now  ihj  wej^  and  speed  the  heer  abouto: 

And  whan  thon  hast  for  hir,  and  the^  and  um, 

I-gotten  us  this  knedyng  tubbes  thxe. 

Than  achalt  thoa  hange  hem  in  the  root  fdl  hie^ 

That  no  man  of  onre  purveaonoe  Mpyo; 

And  whan  thon  thus  hast  doon  as  i  hare  wejd. 

And  hast  our  TitaiUe  &ire  in  hem  y-lejd. 

And  eek  an  ax  to  smyte  the  corde  a-two 

Whan  that  the  water  oometh,  that  we  may  foo^ 

And  breke  an  hole  an  ^ye  upon  the  gable 

Into  the  gardyn-ward  over  the  stable^ 

That  we  may  frely  passen  forth  oare  way. 

Whan  that  the  grate  schonr  is  gon  away ; 

Than  sehaltow  swymme  as  mery,  T  nndertak% 

As  doth  the  white  doke  aftir  hir  drake; 

Than  wol  I  depe^  How  Alisoon,  how  Jon,* 

Booth  merye^  for  the  flood  passeth  anon. 

And  thon  wolt  eeye,  Heyl,  maister  Nicholay, 

Good  mom,  I  see  the  wel,  for  it  is  day. 

And  than  ackvl  we  be  lories  al  onre  lyf 

Of  al  the  world,  as  Noe  and  his  wy£ 

Bnt  of  oo  thing  I  wame  the  fill  rights 

Be  wd  avysed  of  that  ilke  nyght^ 

That  we  ben  entred  into  schippes  boord, 

That  non  of  ns  ne  speke  not  a  word, 

Ne  elepe  ne  oiye,  but  be  in  his  preyen^ 

For  it  is  Goddes  owne  heste  deere. 

Thy  wyf  and  thon  most  hangen  fer  »>twynn% 

For  that  bitwise  yon  scbal  be  no  vprnef 

*  The  fkmiliftr  tppcllatioa  for  JohMi. 
*  It  wai  ptit  of  the  morftl  tbeolojnr  of  that  tgt  thmt  matrlnoBj 
AlauMt  moiMiTHj  iDTolrcd  the  eommtsskm  of,  mt  least*  reniel  flaw— 
8ee  Dm*  Tkefkgp,  In  the  PertoiW$  7b/«  (ramedimn  oontra  luxorlam) 
this  doetriae  to  etated.  *  Tlie  trewe  effect  of  mariage  dentith  foraic^ 
doon,  and  replentochith  Yioly  chirche  of  good  lynaget  for  that  to  the 
code  of  mariage,  and  it  <^a»uiffeth  dtiUg»i^nn9  into  venytd  tftme  heUHx* 
hem  tktd  bem  wedded,*  Tbto  almost  seems  a  form  of  Alanicheism,  a  telle! 
that  matter,  and  therefore  the  body,  to  essentially  evil,  which,  while  con* 
in  terms  hf'  the  Church,  yet  became  deeply-vootcd  ia  bar 
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No  more  in  lokyng  than  tber  acha]  in  deda 
This  ordynaunce  ia  seyd;'  so  God  me  speeds 
To  morwe  at  night,  whan  men  ben  aslepa. 
Into  our  kuedjng  tubbes  wol  we  crepe, 
And  aitte  ther,  abydyng  Goddes  grace. 
Go  now  thy  way,  I  have  no  lenger  spaoe 
To  make  of  thlrf  no  lenger  sermonyng; 
Men  Beyn  thus,  send  the  wyse,  and  sey  no  thing; 
Thou  art  so  wys,  it  necdcth  nat  the  teche. 
Go^  save  cure  lyf.  and  that  I  the  byaechei 
This  seely  carpenter  goth  forth  his  way, 
Ful  ofte  he  seyd, '  Alias,  and  weylaway  1' 
And  to  his  wyf  he  told  his  pryvet^, 
And  sche  was  war,  and  knew  it  bet  than  hs^ 
What  al  this  queinte  caste  was  for  to  seya 
But  natheles  sche  ferd  as  sche  sehuld  deye, 
And  seyde,  *  Alks  I  go  forth  thy  way  anoon. 
Help  us  to  skape,  or  we  be  ded  echon. 
I  am  thy  verray  ti^we  wedded  wyf; 
Go,  deere  spouse,  and  help  to  save  oure  ly£* 
Lo,  which  a  gret  thing  is  affecdounl' 
A  man  may  dye  for  ymaginaoiouu, 
So  deepe  may  impi^iBsioun  be  taka 
Thin  Moely  carpenter  byg3mneth  quake; 
Him  thenketh  verrayly  that  he  may  so 
Noes  flood  come  walking  as  the  see 
To  drenchen  Alisoun,  his  hony  deera 
He  weepeth,  wayleth,  maketh  sory  cheere, 
He  siketh,  with  ful  many  a  sory  swough. 
And  goth,  and  geteth  him  a  knedyng  trough, 

thtologj.  Of  this  doetrine  Coleride*  olMenr«i,  in  hii  TMIs-lbO,  •  Ef«« 
tlielMtt  and  most  enlightened  men  in  Rnmsnist  coontrisi  attach  a  no* 
tkNi  df  Iraparitf  to  tiis  marriage  of  a  clen^-man  [he  might  hare  eavried 
it  fiutlier] ;  and  ean  soeh  a  feeling  he  without  Its  eShet  on  wedded  lilh 
In  general  f  Impoi»iMe  I  and  the  morals  of  hoth  seKes  in  Spain,  Ital^. 
Fraaee,  ftei.  prore  It  ahundantlj-.*  The  doetrlne  was  probaMj  lbandc4 
M  Ifatt  xix.  IS,  Exod.  zix.  i5,  ■  Sam.  zxL  4, 1  Oor.  tIL,  uA4oKmm 
fhe  key  to  the-eremitie  and  monastie  system. 
'  Ab  albotation  of  tha  oraenlar  solemnit/  atsoMd  bf  tHtWM-toncia 
*  Fna«r. 
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And  after  that  a  tubbe,  and  a  kjmel7% 

And  pryrel J  he  sent  hem  to  his  in. 

And  heng  hem  in  the  roof  in  pryrett. 

Hia  owne  hond  than  made  laddrea  thre» 

To  dymbai  bj  the  ronges  and  the  atalkea 

Unto  the  tubbes  hangyng  in  the  balkes; 

And  hem  Titayled,  bothe  trough  and  tubbe. 

With  breed  and  cheese,  with  good  ale  in  a  jubbe^ 

Snffiayng  right  ynongh  as  for  a  daj. 

But  or  that  he  had  maad  al  thia  airay. 

He  tent  his  knave  and  eek  his  wenehe  also 

TJpon  his  neede  to  Londone  for  to  go^ 

And  on  the  Mondaj,  whan  it  drew  to  nyght^ 

He  Bchette  his  dore,  withouten  candel  lights 

And  dressed  al  this  thing  as  it  schuld  be. 

And  schortlj  up  they  clnmben  alle  threi 

They  seten  stiUe  wel  a  forlong  way: 

*  Now,  Fater  noBter^  clam/  ^  quod  Nicholaj, 

And  '  dum,*  qnod  Jon,  and  *  dam,'  quod  Alisoua. 

This  carpenter  seyd  his  devocioun^ 

And  stille  he  sitt,  and  byddeth'  his  prayers^ 

Ay  waytyng  on  the  reyn,  if  he  it  heera 

The  deede  sleep,  for  verraj  busynesses 

Fil  on  this  carpenter,  right  as  I  gesse, 

Abowten  conifew*  tjme,  or  litel  more» 

For  travail  of  his  goost  he  groneth  sore^ 


>  lynrUti  nyt  thii  word  to  dfldrad  Aom  tho  Saxoa,  • 
Biotter.    ChiMt  Iwwerer,  Menu  to  hare  meant  merely  lileiictt,  the  aeiiae 
In  which  It  H>P«»n  to  be  used  m  the  text. 

<  To  Mdl  to  to  prmy,  and  btad  to  apraifer  (Gennaa, Kttm),  henoe  tb» 
old  expreaslon  for  aajing  the  Engltoh  prayer  before  the  eermoa  wa^ 
bidding  the  bead$. 

*  It  to  generally-  rappoied  that  the  orifdn  of  the  eur/ho  waa  an  enact- 
ment of  William  the  Conqueror ;  bot  if  Feshall  {Hint,  qfOtifqf  Oac^d^ 
p.  177)  to  to  be  believed,  it  to  of  much  earlier  dale.  He  saya,  *  The 
eustom  of  ringing  the  bell  at  Carfax  every  night  at  eight  o'clock  (called 
euribw  hell,  or  eover-flre  bell)  was  6y  crdtr  oj  King  Alfred^  the  restorer  of 
our  University/  fte.  There  are  indications  in  81iakespeare  (Homeo  <u»d 
Juliet^  ir.  4),  and  in  the  local  hiitories,  that  there  were  two  belto,  one  at 
•ightin  the  evening  (properly  called  the  eurftw)^  and  another  at  dawa» 
to  which  the  name  was  improperly  applied. 

VOL.  L  P 
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And  eft  he  routeth,  for  his  heed  mjslaj. 
Doim  of  the  laddir  stalketh  Nicholay, 
And  AliaouQ  ful  softe  adoun  hir  sp&dde. 
Withoaten  wordes  mo  they  goon  to  bedde; 
Ther  as  the  carpenter  was  wont  to  lye^  / 

Ther  was  the  revel  and  the  melodye; 
And  thus  lith  Aliaoun  and  Nicholas^ 
In  bnsynesse  of  myrthe  and  of  solas, 
1^1  that  the  belles  of  laudes^  gan  to  rynge^ 
And  freres  in  the  chauncel  gan  to  synge. 

This  parisBch  clerk,  this  amerons  Absolo^ 
That  is  for  love  so  harde  and  woo  bygtMi, 
Upon  the  Monday  was  at  Osenay 
With  company,  him  to  desporte  and  play; 
And  azed  npon  caas'  a  doysterer 
Fnl  pryvely  after  the  carpenter ; 
And  he  drough  him  aparte  out  of  the  chirche. 
And  sayde,  ^  N^,  I  say  him  nat  here  wircha 
8yn  Satirday :  I  trow  that  he  be  went 
For  tymber,  ther  onr  abbot  hath  him  sent. 
For  he  is  wont  for  tymber  for  to  goo. 
And  dwellen  at  the  Graunge*  a  day  or  toiK 
Or  elles  he  is  at  his  hens  oertayn. 
Wher  that  he  be,  I  can  nat  sothly  sayn.* 

This  Absolon  ful  joly  was  and  light, 
And  thooghte,  *  Now  is  tyme  wake  al  nighty 
For  sikerly  I  sawh  him  nought  styryng 
Abonte  his  dore,  syn  day  bigan  to  spiyng. 

'  XaMdt  wtf  ft  short  Mrvioe  rang  immediately  after  moMm,  whleh  ImI^ 
In  rellgione  hoases,  began  ^at^ought  to  liftv»  begun)  to  be  ■nag  at  midnigha 
ftod  ctMld  hardly  have  been  ooncladed  in  less  than  two  hours :  allowing, 
therefore,  a  short  interval  for  ringing  the  bells,  the  time  indJoated  wookl 
be  between  two  and  three  o'eloek. 

>  By  ehance,  as  it  were. 

*  Orrngt  is  a  French  word,  meaning  properly  a  bam,  and  wm  a^ 
plied  to  ontlylDg  farms  belonging  to  the  abbeys^  The  maanal  labour 
on  these  fturms  was  performed  by  an  inferior  dass  of  moaks,  called  loff^ 
AroMfTi,  who  were  eaceosed  from  many  of  the  requirements  of  the  mo- 
nastic rule  (sec  Fleory,  £ocie9,  Hi»t.h  hot  they  were  raperfatended  by 
the  monks  themselTes,  who  were  allowed  occasionally  to  spend  aooia 
dajraat  tha  Qranse  tor  this  porpose.  ■  gee  Mtipmammt  nrfs. 
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Bo  mote  I  tlixTve,  I  sclial  at  cokkes  croire 
FqI  piyrely  go  knokke  at  Ms  wyndowe, 
That  stfmt  ful  lowe  npon  his  bowres  wal ; 
To  Alisoun  than  wol  I  tellen  al 
My  love-longyng ;  for  yet  I  schal  not  mysM 
That  atte  leste  wey  I  schal  hir  kisse. 
8om  maner  comfart  schal  I  have,  par&y  I 
My  mouth  hath  icched  al  this  longe  day; 
That  is  a  signe  of  kissyng  atte  leste. 
Al  nyght  I  mette  eek  I  was  at  a  feste. 
Theribre  I  wol  go  slepe  an  hour  or  tweye, 
And  al  the  night  than  wol  I  wake  and  pleye.* 
Whan  that  the  firste  cok  hath  crowe,  anoon 
Up  lyst  this  jolyf  lover  Absolon, 
And  him  arrayeth  gay,  at  poynt  devya. 
But  first  he  cheweth  greyn  and  lycoris. 
To  smellen  swete,  or  he  hadde  kempt  his  heera 
Under  his  tunge  a  trewe  love  he  beere^ 
For  therby  wende  he  to  be  gracious. 
He  rometiL  to  the  carpenteres  hous, 
And  stille  he  stant  under  the  schot  wyndowv  ; 
Unto  his  brest  it  raught,  it  was  so  lowe ; 
And  softe  he  cowhith  with  a  semysoun  : 
*  What  do  ye,  honycomb,  swete  Alisoun  t 
My  fityre  biyd,  my  swete  cynamome^ 
Awake,  lemman  myn,  and  speketb  to  ma 
Ful  litel  thynke  ye  u|X)n  my  wo^ 
That  for  youre  love  1  swelte  ther  I  ga 
No  wonder  is  if  that  I  swelte  and  swete^ 
I  mome  as  doth  a  lamb  afler  the  tete. 
I-wis,  lemman,  I  have  such  love-longyng, 
That  like  a  turtil  trewe  is  my  moomyng. 
-    I  may  not  ete  more  than  a  mayde.* 

« Cfo  fro  the  wyndow,  jakke  fool,'  sche  sard*  ; 
'  As  help  me  God,  it  wol  not  be,  compame.^ 
I  love  another,  and  ellcs  were  I  to  blame, 

I  Oompame  li  used  by  poetic  licence  for  eompamet  companioB,  wltli 
tiM  fiMee  ciJHend,  or  neiffftbomr, 

p  2 
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Wei  bet  than  tHe,  by  Jhesuy  Absdon. 
Go  forth  ihf  wey,  or  I  wol  cast  a  stoon; 
And  let  me  slepe,  a  twenty  devel  way  I* 

*  Alias  r  quod  Absolon,  *  and  weylaway  t 
That  trewe  lore  was  ever  so  ylle  bysett ; 
Thanne  kisseth  me,  syn  it  may  be  no  bet^ 
For  Jesns  lore,  and  for  the  love  of  me.* 

'Wilt  thou  than  go  thy  wey  therwithf  quod  scImi 

*  Ye,  oertea,  lemman/  quod  this  Absolon. 

*  Than  mak  the  redy/  quod  sche,  *  I  come  anon.' 
This  Absolon  donn  sette  him  on  his  knee% 
And  seide^  ^  I  am  a  lord  at  alle  degrees  ; 

For  after  this  I  hope  ther  cometh  more  ; 
Lemman,  thy  grace,  and,  swete  biyd,  thyn  ore.'  * 
The  wyndow  sdie  nndyd,  and  that  in  hast ; 

*  Hare  doon,'  quod  sche, '  com  of^  and  speed  the  iit\ 
Lest  that  our  neygheboures  the  aspye.* 

This  Absolon  gan  wipe  his  mouth  fol  drya 
Derk  was  the  night  as  picche  or  as  a  cole;. 
Oat  site  wyndow  putte  sche  hir  hole : 
And  Absolon  him  fel  no  bet  ne  wers, 
But  with  his  mouth  he  kist  hir  naked  en 
Fol  savorly.    Whan  he  was  war  of  this, 
Abak  he  sterte,  and  thought  it  was  amys. 
For  wel  he  wist  a  womman  hath  no  herd. 
He  fdt  a  thing  al  rough  and  long  i-herd. 
And  seyde,  *  Yj,  alias !  what  have  T  do  f 
'  Te-hee !'  quod  sche,  and  clapt  the  wyndow  to  ; 
And  Absolon  goth  forth  a  sory  paaa 

*  A  herd,  a  benl !'  quod  heende  mcholas ; 

'  Bt  Ooddes  corps,  this  game  goth  £Edr  and  weL* 
This  seely  Absolon  herd  every  del. 


I  On  to  'teroar.'  Thos.  in  •  lot*  mmg  of  tht  nfipi  of  Etfwwd  I^ 
frtotMft  by  Mr.  Wright  in  hit  To&auitt  of  tync  i'lMCry,  yablWwi  bf  ttt 
Wrqr  Sootocjx— 

•loh  huM  loood  al  this  ycrthat  7  anr  looe u  moif,. 

^S^  B^WV  ^W^*  •W^'"»  ^f^f  ^^^^^^^tj^^  B^IB  ^^^* 
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And  <m  hit  lime  he  gan  for  mngir  byte; 
And  to  himself  he  seyde,  *  I  selui  the  qnjrta.* 

Who  rabbith  zm>w,  who  froteth  now  hu  lippee 
WUh  diut^  with  fland,  with  straw,  with  ck^  with 

ehippefl^ 
But  Absolonf  that seith  ful  ofte, '  Alias, 
My  soole  bytske  I  unto  Sathanas ! 
Bat  me  were  lei^er  than  alle  this  tomi,*  quod  he^ 

*  Of  this  dispit  awrokea  for  to  be. 

Alhis  r  quod  he,  'alias  I  I  nadde  bleynt  T 

His  hoote  lore  was  oold,  and  al  i-qiieiiil 

For  fro  that  tyme  that  he  had  lost  her  eE% 

Of  paramours  ne  sette  he  oat  a  ken^ 

For  he  was  helyd  of  his  maledye  ; 

Ful  ofte  paramours  he  gau  deffye. 

And  wept  as  doth  a  child  that  is  i*beta 

A  soft  paas  went  he  over  the  strete 

Unto  a  smyth,  men  elepith  daiin  Gerveys, 

That  in  his  forge  smythed  plowhh&meys ; 

He  scharpeth  schar  and  cultre  byaily. 

This  Absolon  knokketh  al  esily. 

And  seyde,  *  Undo,  Gerveys,  and  that  anoon.* 

<  What,  who  art  thou  f    '  It  am  I  Abaolon.* 

'  What  f    Absolon,  what  t    Oristes  swete  trae  1 

Why  lyse  ye  so  rathe  1  benedidte^ 

What  eyleth  you  1  some  gay  gurl,  God  it  woot^ 

Hath  brought  you  thus  upon  the  veiytrot ; 

By  seinte  Noet  1^  ye  wot  wel  what  I  mene.* 

ThiB  Absolon  ne  roughte  nat  a  bene 

Of  al  his  plesne,  no  word  agayn  he  gaf ; 

For  be  h&dde  more  tow  on  his  distaf ' 

Than  Gerveys  knew,  and  seyde,  *  Freend  so  deere^ 

That  bote  cultie  in  the  chynmey  heere 

*  flt.  Keot  WM  a  Saaon  nlntif  and  tberrfon  appnpiiaidy  IsTOktd 
tj  tbe  bUckABitb. 

«  He  had  other  biuiiiese  to  think  of.    The  Mne  exprettlaa  ie  vied 
bf  FVoiiiirt;  u  quoted  b^  TyrwhiU^*  Ilamn  £»  lir^f  Umpt  t 
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As  lene  it  me,  I  have  tberwith  to  doone; 
I  wol  it  bring  agayn  to  the  ful  soone.* 
QenrejB  answenie,  *  Certes,  were  it  gold. 
Or  ia  a  poke  nobles  ai  untold, 
Te  ■chul  him  have,  as  I  am  trewe  smjth. 
Ef,  Cristea  fote  1^  what  wil  ye  do  tberwith  f 
'  Therof,*  quod  Abeolon, '  be  as  be  may; 
I  ichal  wel  telle  it  the  to  morwe  day;* 
And  caughte  the  cultre  by  the  colde  stele. 
Ful  soft  out  at  the  dore  be  gan  it  »tcle, 
And  wente  unto  the  carpentei-es  wal. 
He  oowheth  first,  and  knokketli  therwithal 
Upon  the  wyndow,  right  as  he  dcdc  er. 
This  Alisoun  answerde,  ^  Who  is  thcr 
That  knokketh  so  1     I  waraut  it  a  theel' 

*  Why  nay,'  quod  he,  *  God  woot,  my  sweete  ]ee( 
I  am  thyn  Absolon,  o  my  derlyiig. 

Of  gold,*  quod  he,  ^  I  have  the  brought  a  ryng; 

My  mooder  gaf  it  me,  so  God  me  Siive  1 

Ful  fyn  it  is,  and  therto  wel  i-grave ; 

This  wol  I  give  the,  if  thou  me  kisse/ 

This  Nicholas  was  rise  for  to  pysse, 

And  thought  he  wold  amenden  al  the  jape^ 

He  sohulde  kisse  his  ers  or  that  he  skafje. 

And  up  the  wyndow  dyde  he  hastily. 

And  out  his  ers  putteth  he  pry  vely 

Over  the  buttok,  to  the  haunche  bon. 

And  tberwith  spak  this  clerk,  this  Absolon^ 

*  Spek,  sweete  bryd,  I  wot  nat  wher  thou  arL* 
This  Nicholas  anon  let  flee  a  fart, 

As  gret  as  it  had  ben  a  thundir  dent, 
And  with  that  strook  he  was  almost  i-blent ; 
And  he  was  redy  with  his  yren  hoot^ 
And  Nicholas  amid  the  ers  he  smoot. 


I  This  itraage  praHuiUr  of  vmetaing  bj  AlStfOit  puis  of  tin  Wm 
issufcei'S  body  has  a  ocMinterpart  in  the  deirotioiit  addrettcd  to  theiau 
Vki^poriiealsr  oath  may  be  consiUered  appropriate  io  Um-I 
pMi  of  whoaa  Iwiinfas  ramiitwi  ia  tkotimg  horaca. 
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Ot  gotli  the  skyn  an  faaade-brede  aboate^ 

The  hoote  cnltre  brente  so  his  toute ; 

And  lor  the  smert  he  vende  for  to  dye ; 

Ab  he  were  wood,  anon  he  gan  to  ciye, 

'  Helfv  watir,  watir,  help,  for  Goddes  herte  t 

This  carpenter  out  of  his  slumber  sterte, 

And  herd  on  crye  watir,  as  he  wer  wood. 

And  thought^ '  Alias,  now  cometh  Noes  flood  f 

He  sit  him  up  withoute  wordes  mo, 

And  with  his  ax  he  smot  the  corde  artwo ; 

And  doun  he  goth ;  he  fond  nowthir  to  sdle^ 

No  breed  ne  ale,  til  he  com  to  the  selle 

Upon  the  floor,  and  tlier  aswoun  he  lay. 

Up  styrt  hir  Alisoun,  and  Nicholay, 

And  cryden,  '  out  and  harrow  V  in  the  strete. 

The  neyghebours  bothe  smal  and  grete, 

In  ronnen,  for  to  gaurcn  on  this  man. 

That  yet  aswowne  ]ay,  bothe  pale  and  wan ; 

For  with  the  fal  he  brosten  had  his  arm. 

But  stond  he  muste  to  liis  owne  ]iarm, 

For  whan  he  sjiak,  he  was  anon  born  doun 

With  heende  Nicholas  and  Alisoun. 

They  tolden  eveiy  man  that  he  was  wood ; 

He  was  agast  and  feerd  of  Noes  flood 

ThuTgh  fantasie,  that  of  his  vanit6 

He  hadde  i-bought  him  kned3mg  tubbes  thre^ 

And  hadde  hem  hanged  in  the  roof  above  ; 

And  that  he  preyed  hem  for  Goddes  love 

To  sitten  in  the  roof  joar  campaignye. 

The  folk  gan  lawhen  at  his  fantasye ; 

Into  the  roof  they  kyken,  and  they  gape^ 

And  tome  al  his  harm  into  a  jape. 

For  whatsoever  the  carpenter  answerde, 

It  was  for  nought,  no  man  his  resoun  herde^ 

1  He  found  no  bw incss  or  advantn^  to  itop  him,  till,  ftc    Tjrrwiilll 
(«otM  a  similar  phrase  from  the  Fabli'aux^  torn,  ii.,  p.  a8a>« 
*  Ainc  tant  come  il  JnJ^t  k  dewendre, 
Xt  troava  poiot  <U  paiji  4  v«o<iic.* 
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With  othiB  gnet  h«  mm  so  sworn  adomiy 
That  he  was  holden  wood  in  al  the  toun. 
For  every  clerk  anon  right  heeld  with  othir ; 
Thej  seyde^  'The man  was  wood,  my  leeve  brother; 
And  every  man  gan  lawhen  at  his  stiyC 
Thus  swyved  was  the  carpenteres  wj£ 
For  al  his  kepyng  and  his  gelonsye ; 
And  Absdon  hath  kist  hir  nethu*  ye ; 
And  Nicholas  is  skaldid  in  his  towte. 
Xhis  tale  is  doon,  and  God  save  al  the  nmia 
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nSAN  folk  hadde  lawhen  of  this  nyee  cms 
Of  Abeolon  and  heende  Nicholas^ 
Dyverse  folk  dyrersely  they  seyde. 
But  for  the  moste  part  they  lowh  and  pleyde ; 
Ke  at  this  tale  I  sawh  no  man  him  grevsk 
But  it  were  oonly  Osewald  the  Keeva. 
Byoause  he  was  of  carpentrye  craft,^ 
A  litel  ire  in  his  herte  is  laf  t ; 
He  gan  to  ffrucche  and  blamed  it  a  lite. 
'  So  theeky    quod  he,  *  ful  wel  coude  I  the  qajte 
With  bleiyng  of  a  prowd  mylleres  ye^' 
If  that  me  luste  speke  of  ribandye. 
But  yk  am  old ;  me  list  not  pley  for  age ; 
Oras  ^rme  is  doon,  my  foddir  is  now  forage.* 


>  Th«ra  appean  to  hare  bees  a  itroiif  etprit  4t  eorpt  •mam^  fclloi^ 
OTaftsmen  in  the  middle  ages*  arising  ftvm  the  necessity  of  oomUnatioB 
Amt  matual  proteetioo  at  a  time  when  tha  laws  ware  weak.  Hcnea  tha 
firiMt  and  conlirateinities  then  so  prevalent. 

<  Put  ibr  sa  thee  ick,  so  may  I  thrire.  /eft,  which  is  also  the  Gemaa 
Ibr  I,is  often  osed  in  Chaucer  by  the  lower  orders,  who  may  be  sap- 
posed  to  haTc  retained  most  of  the  Saxon  Ibms.  It  oeoon  agaia 
in  othsr  plaoss.    [See  note  on  p.  7o.^W.  W.  Sw] 

s  With  a  trifiic  pot  opon  a  piood  miUsr.  To  blsar  thaayoiik  lllenlly.  to 
malES  tlM  siglit  dim ;  metophorkally,  to  cheat 

«  My  grsm  has  hsooma  hay,  a-mistaphor  < 
Isaiah  sL4 


THB  PBOLOGB  OF  TBB  BBBT&  SlT 

Hy  trhjte  top  irriteth  myn  olde  yeeren ; 

Myn  heirt  is  al  so  moulyd  as  myn  haeres; 

But  yit  I  fare  as  doth  an  open-era ; 

That  like  fruyt  is  ever  longer  the  wen^ 

Til  it  be  rote  in  mallok  or  in  stree. 

Wt  olde  men,  I  drede^  so  fare  we^ 

Til  ve  be  roten,  can  we  nat  be  lype ; 

We  hoppen  alway,  whil  the  world  wol  pypa ; 

For  in  onre  wil  ther  stiketh  erer  a  nayt 

To  have  an  hoor  heed  and  a  greene  tayl,^ 

As  hath  a  leek ;  for  though  oure  might  be  dooa. 

Cure  wil  desireth  folye  ever  in  oon ; 

For  whan  we  may  nat  do,  than  wol  we  speke^ 

Yet  in  oure  aisshen  old  is  fyr  i-reke."  l^ 

Foure  gledys  have  we,  whidi  I  sdial  devyss^ 

Avanting,  lyyng,  angur,  eoveytise. 

This  foure  sparkys  longen  unto  eeldsu 

Oure  olde  lymes  mowen  be  unweelde^ 

But  wil  ne  schal  nat  fayle  us,  that  is  aotk 

And  yet  I  have  alwey  a  ooltes  toth* 

As  many  a  yeer  as  it  is  passed  henne^ 

Syn  that  my  tappe  of  lyf  bygan  to  renna. 

For  sikirlik,  whan  I  was  born,  anon 

Deth  drough  the  tappe  of  ly^*  and  leet  it  goon; 

And  now  so  longe  hath  the  tappe  i-ronne^ 

Til  that  almost  al  empty  is  the  tonne. 

The  streem  of  lyf  now  droppeth  on  the  ohymbe.* 

The  sely  tonge  may  wel  rynge  and  chimbe 

Of  wreochednes,  that  passed  is  f ul  yoore : 

With  olde  folk,  sauf  dotage,  is  no  more.* 

1  Booeaoflio  hai  th«  tame  allusion.    Dee.  Introd.  to  D.  4.  *  Cb*  ■ 
porro  habbi  U  eapo  biancbi,  cbe  U  cuia  aia  verda.' 
.  S  T^Twhitt  remarica  tbat  tbii  beautifUl  meUpbor  baa  been  oied  in  bit 
JBfagy  by  Onj,  wbo,  bovrever,  refttra  to  tba  i69ib  Sonnet  of  Petrarch  aa 
liiaoiigliial. 

*  Anotbv  aad  mora  refined  fbnm  of  the  tboofbl  ooevn  i&  tha  Ai^Mae 

*  Tbat  aebapen  waa  my  detb  ent  tbun  mj  ■eberto.* 
4  JHaM,  Teat,  maana  the  [^minenoa  of  tba  itavaa  bejoad  the  bead 
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Whan  that  oure  Host  had  herd  this  wetmoupi^ 
He  gan  to  speke  as  lordly  as  a  k3rng^ 
And  seyde,  *  What  amounteth  al  this  wit  f 
What!  sohol  we  speke  al  day  of  holy  wzytl 
The  deryl  made  a  reve  for  to  preche. 
Or  of  a  sowter  a  schipman  or  a  leche.^ 
8ey  forth  thi  tale,  and  tarye  nat  the  tyme; 
Lo  heer  is  Depford,  and  it  is  passed  prime  ^ 
Lo  Grenewich,  ther  many  a  schrewe  is  inne^ 
It  were  al  tyme  thi  tale  to  bygynne.' 

*  Now,  sires,*  quod  this  Osewold  the  Reeve^ 
*  I  pray  yow  alle,  that  noon  of  you  him  greeve, 
Thou^  I  answere,  and  somwhat  sette  his  howTS^^ 
For  leeful  is  with  force  force  to  showre. 
This  dronken  Myllere  hath  i-tolde  ns  heer, , 
How  that  bygUed  was  a  carpenter, 

•f  tiM  bAird.    The  hoMetry  Is  my  exiot  and  beantifldd— T.    nto 

«Q(d  k«ciU  OMd  in  Korfolk  and  SuSblk. 
1  Probublf  AH  allusion  to  Phmdnu,  lib.  L  Mk  14.    WImsm  tte 
y      prorerb,  ex  iutan  wudiau.    Kx  wton  ntmeUrmi  if  alluded  to  1^ 
4       Pjnson,  tiM  printer,  at  the  end  of  his  edition  of  Littlrov*!  l^mmw^ 

I5S5. 

*  The  eeeleslastical  dar,  which  was  also  the  eiTil  in  thesa  agis  nhai 
the  Church  was  the  fbontaln  of  knowledge  and  authority,  was  diTided 
Into  portions,  for  each  of  which  an  oflloe.  consisting  of  psalms,  metrical 
hymns,  and  prayem,  was  appointf*d  to  be  said  or  sung.  The  first  was 
aiadns, beginning  at  midnight ;  the  next  pKaie,  at  six  in  the  morning;  thn 
next  tUrett  at  nine ;  the  next  text,  at  twelve ;  and  the  next  none, at  three  1 
the  next  was  vespers,  or  eyensong,  at  six ;  and  the  last,  before  retiring  to 
fest,  was  oompMne,  or  eompletorhim.  It  would  appear,  however,  ftom  the 
Ihet  that  nopn  means  twelre  o'clock  and  not  three,  tliat  time  was 
wiully  counted  by  reckoning  so  much  b^/on  each  of  these  boors;  as 
l»-tbe  Roman  Calendar,  the  daye  of  tlie  montlv  are  eounted  before 
the.xalends.  Ides,  and  nones,  and  are  called  prldie  calendas,  eeemdn 
calsndas,  meaning  ante  calendas.  Thus,  as  soon  as  six  o'clock,  jjn'aw, 
was  past,  the  time  would  be  counted  as  so  much  before  Heree;  as  soon 
as  mid-day  was  past,  it  would  be  called  none  or  noon.  TMsHe  con* 
Scmed  by  the  fkct  that  In  the  SM^ertet  Atmanae  nom  is  nrid-day, 
high  noon,  three  o'clock.    For  psssed  prime  Tyrwhitt  reads  hatt^wag 

"  f  ffrinyt^  which  is  probably  right ;  but  he  supposes  it  to  mean  half-waj 
between  prime  and  tierce,  kxI^  half-past  seven,  whereas  it  moans  that 
the  middle  of  the  period  between  matins  and  prime  had  aiiived  t  tet 
the  sqoysr,  long  afterwanSs.  nys:—*  I  woi  not  tariaa  yon,  for  U  Is-pitea.* 
(XhiSr  however,  probably  applies  to  another  day.  See  Uchema  tqL  IL 
tP-  15I-JJ4.] 

*  Green  widi  was  apparently  the  BilUngiwate  of  that  time. 

«  JWiisAeedinManingthesanieassBthiscap.   Sss  onii^  p^  lei. 
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PentTentnre  in  Bcorn,  for  I  am  ooa; 

And  by  your  leve,  I  scbal  him  qnyte  i 

Right  in  his  cherlcs  tcnnes  wol  1  speke ; 
I  pray  to  God  his  nekke  mot  to-brekel 
He  can  wel  in  myn  eye  see  a  atalke^ 
Bat  in  his  owne  he  can  nought  seen  a  balkft.** 


THE  REEVES  TALC 


[Fob  the  sulject  of  this  tale  Tyrwhitt  supposes  that  Ghaneor 
was  indebted  to  ^fablicm  printed  in  Barbazan  under  the  title 
of  De  Qombert  et  des  Deux  dercn;  but  Mr.  Wright  has  since 
disoovered  and  pointed  out  to  notice  in  his  Aneedota  LUe* 
raria  tatoitier  fabliau  on  the  same  subject,  which  is  more 
likely  to  have  been  the  orij^inaL  The  fable  was  a  fayourite 
in  the  middle  ages,  and  forms  the  basis  of  the  sixth  noTel  of 
the  ninth  day  in  BoccaccioV  Decameron;  but  Chaucer's  ver- 
sion  is  much  superior  to  Boccaccio's«  which  is  more  licentions, 
and  at  the  same  time  so  bald,  as  to  appear  like  the  mere 
argument  or  heading  of  a  chapter.  The  ReeTe,  who  is  repre- 
sented as  a '  choleric  man,'  certainly  takes  ample  vengeance 
for  the  Miller's  reflections  on  his  trade.  The  poetical  justice 
of  the  catastrophe  is  well  preserved ;  Deynous  Symekyn  is 
punished  in  every  particular  in  which  he  exhibited  an  over- 
weening pride.  He  was  a  bully,  and  he  is  well  beateu.  He 
boasted  of  stealing  the  corn  belonging  to  the  college*  and 
even  the  toll  to  which  he  is  entitled  is  taken  from  him.  He 
was  dated  by  the  high  extraction  of  his  wife  and  daughter, 
and  in  both  points  he  is  humbled ;  while  his  conning  expe* 
dient  to  overreach  the  t^o  clerks,  upon  which  he  dwells  with 
so  much  complacency,  is  the  proximate  cause  of  all  his  mis- 
fortunes. The  sharpness  ot  the  clerks  is  characteristic  of  their 
country,  the  West  Hiding  oi' '  canny  Yorkshire.'  It  might  at 
first  be  supposed  that  the  fact  of  the  miller's  wife's  being  repre* 

1  *Ab  aUwiMi-io^lIattrvii.  S. 


920  tSC  CAMTEBBUKT  TJJJBL 

iented  m  the  daoghter  of  a  priest  is  an  example,  among  manyi 
of  the  hostility  with  which  Chaucer  regurded  the  clergy ;  hat  it 
•eenia  more  reasonahle  to  suppose  that  he  intended  it  to  he 
ttnderstood  that  the  priest  waa  a  widower*  and  that  Simian's 
wifo  waa  the  issue  of  a  marriage  contracted  hefbre  he  took 
oidsrs;  otherwise  the  eircumstancea  of  her  birth  could  hardly 
h«f«  been  a  snlyect  of  pride  to  her  husband.] 

AT  Trompyngtonn,  nat  fer  fro  Gantebriggge, 
Ther  goth  a  brook,  and  over  that  a  brigge^ 
Upoa  the  whiche  brook  ther  stant  a  melle: 
And  this  is  yerray  sothe  that  I  yoa  tella 
A  meller  was  ther  dwellyng  many  a  day, 
..   i^  eny  peook  he  waa  prowd  and  gay ; 
PipeoL  he  ooude,  and  fisshe,  and  nettys  beete^ 
And  tome  cappea,  wraatle  wel,  and  aoheeta^ 
Ay  by  hit  belt  he  bar  a  long  panade, 
And  of  a  swerd  fol  trenchaunt  was  the  blada 
A  J0I7  popper  bar  he  in  hia  pouche; 
Ther  waa  no  man  for  perel  durst  him  toncbeu 
A  Scheffeld  thwitel  bar  he  in  his  hose. 
Bound  waa  hia  iaoe^  and  camoia  waa  hia  noon. 
Aa  pyled  aa  an  ape  waa  his  akulle. 
He  waa  a  market-beter  at  the  fulle. 
Ther  dorste  no  wight  hand  upon  him  legge^ 
That  he  ne  awor  anon  he  achuld  ab^^ge. 

A  tiieef  he  waa  for  aoth  of  com  and  mele^ 
And  that  a  aleigh,  and  usyng  for  to  atela 
Hia  name  waa  hoote  deynooa  Symekyn." 
A  wyf  he  hadde,  come  of  noble  kyn; 

t  TlitMIUOT^fiknilaiiihiBKmiidmMMllaf  neH  b  chswoftoMo  boChsf 
fell  bad*  and  pUoe  of  rethhmoa.  iieU  U  kUU  wed  in  East  AngUa  Sat 
rtpair,  *Oipi '  wen  of  ei>ur«e  mada  of  wiiod  with  a  latlML  To  tchmia 
(QamiaB,  $rkieuen)  tneans  of  eoaiw,  to  mboot  with  th«  Jonf-bow.  ths 
wdonbtad  weapon  of  Uw  £nfflb>h  >-ei>man. 

.  <  DlidainAil  Simon,  of  which  SimUn  l§  the  dimlantlTB.  I^rvhltt 
ohseiTM,  that  in  the  middle  ages,  and  eran  to  a  oomparatiTalx  late 
period*  the  lower  orden  had  no  Miraamee,  the  want  of  which  waa  ■•■»- 
plied  hj  a  name  derivod  from  some  penonal  peenliatitf .  Hensa  1 
•ipnMlsaflMitttaf^«M,aBMnwiU  aopatvsivaite.    TUt 
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The  persoan^  of  the  toan  hir  Aider ' 
With  hire  he  gaf  ful  taaxxj  a  panne  of  hnm^ 
For  that  Symk jn  echuld  in  his  blood  allyeu 
8ehe  iraa  i-foetrjd  in  a  nonnerye; 
For  Symkyn  volde  no  wjf,  as  he  sqrde 
Bnt  Bche  were  wel  i-norissched  and  a  mayd^ 
To  saren  his  entaat  and  yomsniye.' 
And  sche  was  proud  and  pert  as  is  a  pjii, 
A  ftd  fkir  sighte  was  ther  on  hem  two; 
On  hair  dajes  bifore  hir  wold  he  go 
With  his  tjpet  j-bonnde  about  his  heed; 
And  sehe  cam  aftir  in  a  gjte  of  reed, 
And  Symkyn  hadde  hosen  of  the  earner 
Ther  durst  no  wight  clepe  hir  bat  madam§f 
Was  noon  so  hardy  walkyng  by  the  w^e^ 
That  with  hir  dorste  rage  or  elles  pleye^ 
But  if  he  wold  be  slayn  of  Symekyn   ' 
With  panade,  or  with  knyf,  or  boydekjn; 
For  gelous  folk  ben  perilous  evermo, 
Algate  they  wolde  here  wyres  wende  sa 
And  eek  for  sche  was  somdel  smolerlidiy 
Sche  was  as  deyne  as  water  in  a  dich,^ 

sad  agricaltiinl  Ubooren  in  France  are  to  thii  dty  known  onlf  bf 
their  baptiamnl  nemee.  When,  after  the  late  Reyolntion,  the  people 
elected  one  of  their  own  nnmbcr  to  sit  in  the  National  Aetembljr, 
baring  no  ramame,  he  was  called  simply  AtbeH  OwrUr.  It  waa 
nsoal  to  distinguish  persons  who  had  risen  Ax>m  a  low  origiB,  and  eoa- 
■eqnently  had  no  patronymic,  hy  the  place  of  their  Mrth,  as  Matthew 
Paris,  Thomas  Aqninas,  Thomas  k  Kempis.  So,  in  th%  Momka  Fr^ 
kj^HS,  th«  *  Host'  had  no  idea  of  aaking  the  Honk  hU  saraame:^ 

*  Wbether  diall  I  ealle  yon  ny  loid  dan  Johaa» 
Or  dann  Tliomaa«  or  elles  dan  AibcQ.' 

•  Il4rfg4it4UJIatl)e  tbooght  thkttMswns  a  ttttlr  bit  ^T^ettdal 
•IVBt  the  clergy,  bat  see  introdoction  to  this  tale. 

'  To  seevre  his  standing  In  society  as  a  yeoman. 

*  In  the  opening  Prologue,  the  wires  of  the  haberdasher  and  the  other 
dtlaens  are  described  as  being  prond  of  this  title.  It  is  stUl  applied  Iff 
•the  common  people  in  Norfolk  to  untitled  ladies. 

4  Tyrwhitt  says  the  whole  passage  is  obscure.  'As  deyne  as  water 
in -a  dich,'  seems  to  allude  to  some  fable  in  which  ditchwater  showed 
anwarrantable  pride,  perhaps  like  the  common  one  of  the  Pot  and  Ms 
MtUU,   JJbtt  phrase  *dsyne  as  dk:b-water '  simply  means  disdainful  Und 
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As  fbl  of  hokir,  and  of  biasemare. 

Hir  thoughte  ladyes  oughten  hir  to  spare,* 

Wliat  for  hir  kynreed  and  hir  norteliye, 

That  sche  had  lemed  in  the  notmerye. 

O  doughter  hadden  thej  betwiz  hem  two^ 

Of  twenti  yeer,  withouten  eny  mo, 

SaTjng  a  child  that  was  of  half  yer  age. 

In  cradil  lay,  and  was  a  proper  page. 

This  wenche  thikke  and  wel  i-growen  was^ 

With  camoys  nose,  and  eyghen  gray  as  glaa; 

And  buttokkes  brode,  and  brestes  romid  and  hys^ 

But  right  fair  wss  hir  heer,  I  wol  nat  lye. 

The  persoun  of  the  toun,  for  sche  was  feir. 

In  pnrpoe  was  to  maken  hir  his  heir^ 

Bothe  of  his  catel  and  his  mesuage, 

And  straunge  made  it  of  hir  mariage." 

His  pnrpos  was  to  bystow  hir  hye 

Into  som  worthy  blood  of  ancetrye; 

For  holy  chirche  good  moot  be  despendid 

On  holy  chirche  blood  that  is  descendid. 

Therfore  he  wolde  his  joly  blood  hononre, 

Thotigh  that  he  schulde  holy  chirche  devoure.' 

Gret  soken  hath  this  meller,  onte  of  doute, 
"With  whete  and  malt,  of  al  the  londe  aboute ; 
And  namely  ther  was  a  gret  collegge, 
Men  oLepe  it  the  Soler-halle*  of  Gantebreggo^ 


iMiiee  repellent)  as  ditdi-watar.  1 1  te  a  mrt  of  Joke ;  fooii  water  keeiM  Mka 
*t  a  distance,  if  yerj  ttvil-uuaiing.  te»  yitret  tk$  Hongkmm't  Crmk^ 
•d.  Skeat.  1.  375— W.  W. S.J 

1  Ladles  ought  to  treat  her  with  eonsideratton. 

*  Made  It  a  matter  of  difflealtj  to  ohtain  her  In  maniage. 

I  A  satire  on  thedergr  tar  enztehing  thdr  fluniliis  ont  of  tlM  eeelo- 
tfastical  revenues. 

«  The  hall  with  the  soler.  Befcre  the-stedeBt»l&theUidTertftlM 
ws»  iniiPporatedt  they  lived  in  lodging-booees,  ealled  inns*  haHs,  and 
hosteWwhich  were  often  distinguished  bf  names  taken  from  some 
peouliadtf  in  their  construction.  One  at  Cambridge  was  oaUed  Tghd 
OHh, '  And,  at  Oxford.  Oriel  College  probablr  derives  its  name  from  a 
large  messuage,  vulgarly  known  by  the  name  of  Le  OHefe,  upon  the  elte 
of  whieh  It  stands.  An  oriel  or  orM  was  a  poreh,  as  •  toUr  seems  . 
originally  to  have  slgnUed  an  open  gallery  at  the  top  of  the  house, 
I  latterly  It  has  been  ssed  te  asy  nppw  roon.  FioiMAaT,  voL  it 
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Ther  was  here  whete  and  eek  here  malt  i-giounda. 

And  on  a  day  it  happed  in  a  stoonde^ 

8yk  lay  the  mauncyple  on  a  maledye^ 

21en  wenden  wialy  tiiat  he  sehnlde  dye; 

For  which  this  meller  stal  both  mde  and  com 

A  thousend  part  more  than  byfom. 

For  ther  bifom  he  stal  but  curteysly ;  « 

But  now  he  is  a  theef  outrageonaly. 

For  which  the  wardeyn  chidde  and  made  fare^ 

But  therof  sette  the  meller  not  a  tare; 

He  crakked  boost,  and  swor  it  was  nat  sa 

Thanne  weren  there  poore  scoleres  tuo^ 

That  dwelten  in  the  halle  of  which  I  seye; 

Testyf  they  were,  and  lusty  for  to  pleye; 

Andy  oonly  for  here  mirthe  and  reveb^e, 

Uppon  the  wardeyn  bysily  they  crye^ 

To  geve  hem  leve  but  a  litel  stound 

To  go  to  melle  and  see  here  com  i-grounde; 

And  hardily  they  dursten  ley  here  nekke, 

The  meller  schuld  nat  stel  hem  half  a  pekke 

Of  com  by  sleighte,  ne  by  force  hem  rere. 

And  atte  last  the  warde3m  gaf  hem  leve. 

Johan  hight  that  oon,  and  Alayn  hight  that  other) 

Of  o  toun  were  they  born  that  highte  Strothir/ 

Fer  in  the  North,  I  can  nat  telle  where. 

This  Aleyn  maketh  redy  al  his  gere, 

And  on  an  hors  the  sak  he  east  anoon: 

Forth  goth  Alcyn  the  clerk,  and  also  Jon, 

With  good  swerd  and  with  boder  by  her  side. 

Johan  knew  the  way,  that  hem  needith  no  gyde  ; 

And  at  the  mylle  the  sak  adoun  he  layth. 

Alayn  spak  first:  '  Al  heil  1  Symond,  in  fidth 

9^i4r-  'Let-fenunet  de  i»-^]]«  montcfeat  ca.  letut  logit  tt  eo  i&U 
Ufn: — T.  In  Korfolk  avd  Sufl'olk  the  loft  is  th«  church  tower  on 
which  the  ringen  stand  ia  called  the  beiUoler.  —  Fokbt'i  roeabMiarf 

1  Thii  was  the  valley  of  Langstroth,  or  Lan^rothdale.  in  the  Wett 
Biding  of  Torluhire,  as  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Wbitaker,  iTM.  pf  Oarm, 
p^9),..W.  Any  one  who  has  lived  in  the  West  Hiding  will  reoagnlM 
iba  phraseology  of  the  clerks  as  still  used  in  that  ooun^. 


SS4  THE  CAarrSBBUBT  tAUES. 

How  £unee  thj  Ogdre  dongliter  and  thy  xsjff 

*  Alayn,  welcome,*  quod  Symond,  *by  my  lyf! 
And  Jolian  also;  how  now!  what  do  ye  heref 

'  By  €k)d  r  quod  Johan,  ^Symond,  need  has  na  peera^ 

Him  hUes^  serve  himself  that  haa  na  swayn. 

Or  elles  he  is  a  fon,  as  olerkes  sayn. 

Our  mancyple,  as  I  hope,"  wil  be  deed, 

8wa  werkes  ay  the  wanges  in  his  heed : 

And  therfore  I  is  oome,  and  eek  Ala3m, 

To  grynde  oure  com,  and  carie  it  ham  ageyn. 

I  prey  you  speed  us  in  al  that  ye  may.* 

'  It  achal  be  doon,*  quod  Symkyn,  '  by  my  fay  I 

What  wol  ye  do  whil  that  it  is  in  hande  V 

*  By  Ood  1  right  by  the  hoper  wol  I  stande,* 
Quod  Johan,  '  and  se  how  that  the  com  gas  inne. 
Yet  sawh  I  never,  by  my  fader  kynne  t 

How  that  the  hoper  waggis  to  and  fra.* 
Aleyn  answerde^  '  Johau,  and  wiltow  swaf 
Than  woL  I  be  bynothe^  by  my  crounl 
And  ae  how  that  the  mele  fedlys  doun 
Into  the  trough,  that  schal  be  my  desport ; 
For,  Jon,  in  £uth,  I  may  be  of  your  8ort» 
.   I  is  aa  ille  a  meller  as  ere  ye.* 
This  mellere  smyleth  for  here  nyoet^ 

*  It  ikni  to  hi!  lot.    Trrwhitt  And  Speght  read  Adkoset. 

<  Thlf^ tiM Tldoiiriiiodo  of  tpecoh  called  bf  the  Gre^t  um^w 
'Soeh  numner  of  nnoouth  ipeeeh  did  the  Tanner  of  Tamworth  nie  ta 
King  Edward  IV.  t  which  tanner  having  a  great  wliile  miitakcn  him* 
and  oaed  Terj  broad  tallc  with  him*  at  length,  pereeiTiag  by  hie  tralaa 
tiiat  it  vaa  the  Ung,  was  aftidd  he  thoold  be  poniahed  for  it,  and  aaid 
thai,  with  a  oertain  mde  repentance  »— 

•  /  hope  lihall  be  hanged  to-aiorrovr/ 
*lbr  />tariiMl  ihall  behanged;  whereat  the  king  langhed  a  good/  te. 
'^AfUi^ Bt^fUah  Poetrff.  Tyrwhitt  ennmerates  lome  of  the  peenliaiitiea 
of  these  Torkihlremenl  phraaeology:-*!.  Thej  terminate  the  third 
penon  slngniar  and  the  whole  plural  number  in  ct,  instead  of  eM,  or 
€■.  a.  Thejuaa  a  in  a  great  nanr  words  where  Chauoergenerailyuies 
o,  as  SMS  for  «9,  Aoaie  for  Aome./Hi  for yVtmi.  tones  ibr  5oiMt,  anet  for  OMii^ 
ra  for  rot.  3.  Many  of  their  words  are  in  the  obsolete  Saxon  form, 
as  kmm  for  Aens,tsMttis  (Oerman.  ice/cAer)  for  wkkk,  mbwa  for  o2so,  and 
farforlrtormofcs.  ▲nd.flnallj.henakaathenq^eakv 
•a,  'KsasiUaABMltoraaetoft.' 
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And  thonght,  '  Al  tibis  is  doon  but  for  a  wyle; 

They  wenen  that  no  man  may  hem  bigile. 

But,  by  my  tlirifb,  yot  sdial  1  blere  here  ye^^ 

For  al  here  sleight  and  al  here  philoBophie; 

The  more  queynte  knakkes  that  they  make^ 

The  more  wol  I  etele  whan  I  take. 

In  Btede  of  mele,  yet  wol  I  give  hem  bren. 

The  grettest  deiks  beth  not  the  wisest  men,  < 

As  whilom  to  the  wolf  thus  spak  the  mare  f 

Of  al  her  art  ne  counte  I  nat  a  tare.' 

Ont  at  the  dore  he  goth  ful  piyvyly. 

Whan  that  he  saugh  his  tyme  sotyly; 

He  loketh  up  and  doun,  til  he  hath  founde 

The  derkes  hors,  ther  as  it  stood  i-bounde 

Behynde  the  mylle,  under  a  levesel ; 

And  to  the  ho»  he  goth  him  faire  and  wd. 

He  strepeth  of  the  bxidel  right  anoon. 

And  whan  the  hors  was  loos,  he  gan  to  goon 

Toward  the  fen  there  wilde  mares  renne,      [thenne. 

Forth  with  'wi-he!**  thurgh  thikke  and  eek  thiirgb 

This  meller  goth  agayn,  and  no  word  seyde, 

But  doth  his  note,  and  with  the  derkes  pleyde^ 

Til  that  her  com  was  fair  and  wel  i-grounde. 

And  whan  the  mele  was  sakked  and  i-bounde^ 

This  Johan  goth  ont,  and  fynt  his  hors  away. 

And  gan  to  crye,  '  Harrow  and  weylaway  1 

Gore  hors  is  lost!  Aleyn,  for  Goddes  bane% 

Step  on  thy  feet,  cum  on,  man,  al  at  anes. 

Alias  1  our  wardeyn  hath  his  palfray  lomP 

This  Aleyn  al  forgeteth  mde  and  com^ 

>  Sec  ofdet  p.  »i6,  note  3. 
•  Ifr.  Wright  ny  tbat  the  fable  of  the  Wo{faml  the  Afire  li  fond  ia 
the  early  French  of  Jienard  It  Contrt/ait,  from  whence  it  appeara  t« 
hare  been  taken  into  the  English  Jieynard  th€  Fox.  Tyrniiitt  Mtys  that 
the  story  alluded  to  is  told  of  a  mule,  in  the  Cento  Nov.  Antkhe,  No.  91  • 
The  mole  pretends  that  his  name  is  written  on  ttie  bottom  of  his  hind- 
foot.  The  wolf  attempting  to  read  it,  the  mule  gives  him  a  kick  on 
the  forehead  and  kills  himt  npon  which  the  fox  observes,  'Ogal 
kuomo  ohc  ia  lettere  non  h  savio.* 

'  Tmitation  of  tha  Mmid  of  neighinf. 

VOL.  h  a 
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Al  was  oat  of  his  mjnd  his  honsbondiye; 
'  Wliat  wikked  waj  is  he  gan  f  gan  he  ciya 
The  wyf  cam  lepjng  in-wmi  with  a  ren, 
Sche  seyde,  ^  Alios !  your  hors  goth  to  the  fen 
With  wylde  mares,  as  fast  as  he  maj  go; 
tJnthank  come  on  his  heed  that  baod  him  so, 
And  he  that  bettir  schuld  han  knjt  the  reynef 
'  Alias  r  quod  Johan,  '  Alejn,  for  Cristes  pejn*  I 
Leg^  doun  thi  swerd,  and  I  sal  myn  alswa; 

I  is  fal  wight,  God  wat,  as  is  a  la; 

By  Qoddes  hart  I  he  sal  nat  scape  ns  hatha 
Why  nad  thou  put  the  capil  in  the  lathef 

II  hail,  Aleyn,  by  God!  thou  is  a  fonf 
This  sely  derkes  speedon  hem  anoon 
Toward  the  fen,  bothe  Aleyn  and  eek  Jon. 
And  when  the  myller  sawh  that  they  were  gon. 
He  half  a  busshel  of  the  flour  hath  teke. 

And  bad  his  wyf  go  knede  it  in  a  cake. 
He  seyde,  '  I  trowe  the  olerkes  ben  aferd  I 
Yet  can  a  miller  make  a  clerkes  herd,' 
For  al  his  art ;  ye,  lat  hem  go  here  way  I 
Lo  wher  they  goon!  ye,  lat  the  children  play; 
They  get  hym  nat  so  lightly,  by  my  croun!' 
This  saely  clerkes  ronnen  up  and  doun,         [d 
With  ^  Keep !  keep  I  stand  I  stand  I  jossa,'  ware 
Ga  wightly  thou,  and  I  sal  keep  him  heere.' 
But  schortly,  til  that  it  was  verray  night, 
They  oowde  nat,  though  they  did  al  here  mighty 
Here  capil  caoche,  it  ran  away  so  fast^ 
Til  in  a  diche  they  caught  him  atte  last 


*  TiMobioIate  SUEOB  ibrm  of  toy  (Gknaui,  kgm),  mt9jflMclU$. 

*  Cheat  him.  Fahv  la  barU  is  the  French  for  to  ckwe,  M.>Wrf  im 
mgluit  fbr  Ip  Aft  Cfte nailtf  bat  Cheoeer,  when  he  naee  the «xpMnioa 
BeUphoricmllj,  trmneletet  tt  Ilterelly. 

s  A  word  vied  to  horses,  meaning,  npperentlr,  *  itand  itfll  to  bo 
mounted;'  ft>r  in  East  Anglia,  the  block  of  wood  up  to  which  tlM 
market  horse  used  to  he  brought  for  the  flumer's  wifo  to  mooat  hm 
piUioa  from  is  called  lAe>oslttiv  (meaning  tho  moimtiiic)  Mbdk. 
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Werj  aad  wete  as  bcs^  in  the  regrn, 

Gomth  nelj  Johan,  aad  with  him  coxnth  Alevn. 

'  Alias  r  quod  JoLan,  that  day  that  I  was  boml 

Now  are  we  diyve  til  hethyng  and  to  scorn. 

Oure  cum  is  stole,  men  woln  us  foles  call^ 

Bathe  the  wardejn  and  eek  our  felaws  alle^ 

And  namely  the  mjller,  wejlowajf 

Thus  plejneth  Johan,  as  ho  goth  bj  the  way 

Toward  the  mylle,  and  Bayai:d^  in  his  hand. 

The  myller  sittyng  by  the  fyr  he  fand^ 

For  it  was  night,  and  forther  might  they  nought^ 

But  for  the  love  of  God  they  him  bisought 

Of  herberwh  and  of  ese,  as  for  her  peny.* 

The  myller  sayd  agayn,  *  If  ther  be  eny, 

Swich  as  it  is,  yit  schul  ye  have  your  part 

Myn  hous  is  strey t,  but  ye  han  lemed  art ; 

Ye  oonne  by  argumentes  make  a  place 

A  myl  brood  of  twenty  foote  of  spaoe^ 

Let  se  now  if  this  place  may  sufiyse^ 

Or  make  it  rom'  with  speche,  as  is  your  gysa* 

*  Now,  Symond,*  seyde  this  Johan,  '  by  Beynt  Outh- 

Ay  la  thou  mery,  and  that  is  fair  answerd.      [berd?* 

I  have  herd  sey,  men  suld  take  of  twa  thinges^ 

Slik  as  he  fynty  or  tak  slik  as  he  bringes. 

But  specially  T  pray  the,  host  ful  deere, 

Get  us  som  mete  and  drynk,  and  mak  us  cheere^ 


1  A  eommoii  same  for  a  baj  hone,  t,.,— ,  — .^  »w»j. 
s  Besought  him  to  give  them  lodging  and  entertainment,  aa  thef 
would  paj  tat  it. 
*  Make  it  roomier,  mora  ipaeioiia.    Bpiight  vmA§  >«wt,  Imt  fhli 


^  Johan  appropriately  iwears  1)7  St.  Cnthbert,  a  eaint  held  In  great 

t  tercrence  in  the  North  of  England.   He  retired  to  the  *  •emi-ivland'  o( 

'  i  Lindiifaraei  aa  Bede  calls  it,  where  the  remains  of  a  monastery  of  great 

I  antiquity  still  exist;  and  his  body  ailcr  Ms  death,  in  the  year  686 

was  interred  finally  somewhere  near  Durham,  after  it  had  been  res 

moved  to  various  places,  on  account  of  the  incursions  of  the  Danes;  but 

the  actnal  place  ol  his  sepulture  is  said  to  ha  kept  secret  by  tha  Bomaa 

Catholies.— Sea  sotet  to  Jlapniim. 

Q  2 


S28  nUB  CAKTERBUST  TUOL 

And  we  wol  p&je  trewdj  at  the  fnlle ; 
With  empt J  hand  men  maj  na  hawkes  tnlfe.* 
Lo  heer  our  sOver  redy  for  to  spenda* 
This  meller  into  tonn  his  donghter  sende 
For  ale  and  breed,  and  rosted  hem  a  goos, 
And  band  her  hors,  he  schold  no  more  go  kop } 
And  in  his  owne  chambir  hem  made  a  bed, 
With  schetjB  and  with  chaloxms  fair  i«(iipred» 
Kat  from  his  owen  bed  ten  foot  or  twelra 
His  donghter  had  a  bed  al  by  hirselye^ 
Big^t  in  the  same  chambre  by  and  by; 
It  mighte  be  no  bet,  and  canse  why 
Ther  was  no  rommer  herberw  in  the  place; 
They  sowpen,  and  they  speken  of  solace. 
And  drooken  ever  strong  ale  atte  bestei 
Aboute  mydnyght  wente  tliey  to  reste. 
Wei  hath  the  myller  vemysshed  his  heed, 
Pul  pale  he  was  for  dronken,'  and  nat  reed  ; 
He  yoxeth,  and  he  speketh  thnrgh  the  nose. 
As  he  were  on  the  quakke  or  on  the  pose. 
To  bed  he  goth,  and  with  him  goth  his  vrjf, 
As  eny  jay  sche  light  was  and  jolyf. 
So  was  hir  joly  whistel  wel  y-wet,* 
The  cradH  at  hire  beddes  feet  is  set, 
«— ^^— ^-^^^-w  '  ■■'    ' '■■■     '■ 
*  Tolmt,  a  term  of  fttkmirf.    Ai  few  ptople  bow-»4«71  haT«  aa 
epportanitj  of  wltnewing  thii  tpoit,  it  may  be  meniiooed,  that,  irliea 
the  falcon  is  thrown  ofT,  she  Sles  rovnd  the  ftlooner  in  drelea,  which 
•he  continually  enlarge*  till  she  Is  oat  of  sight.     This  it  called  *  wait- 
ing on.'     When  she  has  got  suflleiently  disUnt,  the  game  is  Sashed, 
and  she  immediately  darts  at  it.    To  recal  her  when  Ute  eirelee  become 
too  wide,  he  throws  ap  a  ]riece  of  wood,  with  the  wings  of  a  Mid  Sxed 
on  it,and  attached  to  a  string ;  this  piece  of  wood  is  called  the  lure  or 
tm^  Without  this  lure,  says  Johan,  a  falconer  cannot  raeal  his  teleoik 
irWie  appears  to  be  the  northern  word  for  tere^for  the  Wnf  ^  M^tM 

*  With  empty  hand  man  may  noon  hawkes  hm%^ 
It  oooimin  the  ballad  of  Ayi^  Aansre^— > 

•  For  an  thoo  playest  as  thon  beglnaett, 
Thoult  lOi  my  bride  awaye.' 
9  He  was  all  pale  for  drunkenness.    See  mU^  p.  i88,  note  % 
P  To  wet  the  whistle  la  itiU  a  Tolgar  expression  fl»r  to  dMa 
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To  rokkon,  and  to  gi^v  the  child  to  loolra. 

Aud  whan  that  dronken  was  al  in  the  crookc^ 

To  beddo  went  tho  doughter  right  anon ; 

To  bedde  goth  Aleyn,  and  also  Jon, 

Ther  naa  no  more,  him  needeth  nodwala 

This  meller  hath  so  wjsly  hibbed  ale. 

That  as  an  horn  he  anortith  in  his  sleeps 

Ne  of  his  tayl  bihynd  took  he  no  keep. 

His  wyf  bar  him  a  burdoun,  a  fill  strong 

Men  might  her  rowtyng  heeten  a  forlon^ 

The  wenehe  routeth  eek  par  eampanye, 

Aleyn  the  clerk,  that  herd  this  melodyc^ 

He  pokyd  Johan,  and  seyde,  'Slepistowt 

Herdistow  ever  slik  a  sang  er  newt 

Loy  slik  a  conplyng  is  betwix  hem  aile^ 

A  wilde  fyr  upon  thair  bodyes  falle ! 

Wha  herkned  ever  swilk  a  ferly*  thing! 

Te,  thei  Bul  have  the  flour  of  ille  endyngt 

This  lange  night  ther  tydes  me  na  rest 

But  yet  na  fors,  al  sal  be  for  the  best  ^ 

For,  Johui,*  sayd  he, '  as  ever  mot  I  thiyvc^ 

If  that  I  may,  yone  wenehe  sal  I  swyve. 

Som  esement  hath  lawe  schapen  us ; 

For  Johan,  ther  is  a  lawe  that  says  thus. 

That  if  a  man  in  a  point  be  agreved. 

That  in  another  he  sal  be  releeved.* 

Oure  com  is  stoln,  sothly,  it  is  na  nay. 

And  we  have  had  anyllefltt  to  day;       ^ 

And  syn  I  sal  have  nan  amendement 

Agayn  m j  loa,  I  wol  have  esement 

By  Ooddea  salel  it  sal  nan  other  be.* 

*  A  BOfthem  word,  mtaalug  marveUoutu  and  ftometimM  Applied  ts 
a  ftiry.  m  a  naird,  or  maireUout  ol^ject.    Tbna,  In  Ttomoi  tht 


«TnM  Thoauu  lay  cm.  HontUe  bank, 
X/erUs  be  ipied  wl'  his  ee.', 

*  A  marginal  note  in  the  US.  saya,  *Qai  in  qdo  granttvr,  in  alia 
iebeC  rdavail'— W.    WbeSM  tbi«  anxia  of  law  ia  taken  doca  no* 
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This  Johan  answerd, '  Alejn,  Kvjse  th#; 

The  miller  is  a  perlous  man/  he  sayde^ 

*  And  if  that  he  out  of  his  sleep  abrayde. 

He  mighte  do  us  bothe  a  vilonye.' 

Aleyn  answerd, '  I  count  it  nat  a  flyeT 

And  up  he  roos,  and  by  the  wenche  he  crepta 

This  wenche  lay  upright  and  faste  slepte, 

Til  he  so  neih  waa  or  sche  might  aspye 

That  it  had  ben  to  late  for  to  crye. 

And  Bchortly  for  to  seye,  they  weren  at  oon. 

Now  pley,  Alein^  for  I  wol  speke  of  Jon. 

This  Johan  lith  stille  a  forlong  whyle  or  tw«^ 
And  to  himself  compleyned  of  his  woa 
'  Allasf  quod  he,  <  this  is  a  wikked  jape ; 
Now  may  I  say  that  I  am  but  an  ape. 
Tet  hath  my  felaw  somwhat  for  his  harm; 
He  hath  the  myllers  donghter  in  his  arm  ; 
He  aontred  him,  and  has  his  needes  sped^ 
And  I  lye  as  a  draf-eak  in  my  bed ; 
And  when  this  jape  is  tald  another  day, 
I  sal  be  held  a  da^  a  cokenay.^ 

1  That  thU  Is  a  Una  of  oontempt,  borrowed  originalty  flooi  tiM 
kitehtn,  ia  Ter^  probable. — T.  He  vbowe  fttnn  leveral  paMafn  in  old 
aotbon  that  it  •ometimet  meant  simply  a  cook.  Bat  In  the  sense  in 
Whieh  It  is  bers  vted,  it  probablr  means  an  inhabitant  of  tliat  lobbrr- 
land  so  hnmoroosl/  described  in  the  satirs  quoted  iton  Uiakaa  hf 
Wartoa.  and  beginning—  ^ 

•  Fur  ia  see,  bf  West  Spagne^ 

Is  a  load  ihole  Cokagne 

•       >•••• 

Al  of  pastees  beth  the  wallis. 

Of  tsis,  of  flsse.  and  rich  met. 

The  likelbnist  that  man  may  el.* 
Owfciyiit  Is  well  known  In  ninraeries,  where  it  is  described  as  a  dty  wlioas 
*  streets  are  pared  with  penny  loaves,  and  wheee  houses  are  thatched 
with  pancakes,  and  in  which  the  pigs  mn  aboot  with  knlTce  and  fbrks 
stuck  in  their  backs,  crjing,  *  WboMl  eat  me.*'  To  this,  no  double  Hngk 
Bigod  aUuded  in  the  lines  giren  \>j  Camden,  BrU.  46?  >— 

WtK%  I  in  my  cattle  of  Bongayt 
'  )  rirer  of  WaTcney, 

I  fi»r  tlie  King  of  Ooekeney.* 
II  oMHt  alM  la,fha  ItaMWB  qrite^  Put  lU  ia  aa  addnis  of  Kli« 
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Unhardj  is  uiuely,  aa  men  saitL^ 
I  wol  ariaey  and  auntre  it,  in  good  fiutki' 
And  up  he  ros,  and  softely  he  wente 
TJnto  the  cradil,  and  in  his  hand  it  hentfl^ 
And  har  it  sofibe  unto  hia  beddia  feet. 
Boone  alter  thia  the  wyf  hir  routyng  leet. 
And  gan  awake,  and  went  hir  forth  to  pifliM^ 
And  cam  agayn,  and  gan  hir  cradel  mysae, 
And  groped  heer  and  ther,  but  sche  fond  noon. 
*  AllaaT  quod  sche,  ^  I  had  almost  mysgoon; 
I  had  aimoat  goon  to  the  clerkea  bed, 
Ey,  benedicitel  than  had  I  foule  i-sped  ? 
AJid  forth  ache  goth,  til  ache  the  cradil  fand. 
Sehe  gropith  alway  forther  with  hir  hand. 
And  fand  the  bed,  and  thoughte  nat  but  good, 
Bycauae  that  the  cradil  by  it  stood, 
Nat  knowyng  wher  ache  was,  for  it  was  derk ; 
But  fkire  and  wel  aclie  /^reep  in  to  the  clerk, 
And  lith  fill  stille,  and  wolde  han  caught  a  sleept 
Withinne  a  while  Johan  the  clerk  up  leep, 
And  on  this  goode  wyf  ley th  on  ful  sore ; 
So  mery  a  fytt  ne  hadd  srihe  nat  ful  yore. 
He  priketh  harde  and  deepe,  as  he  were  mad. 
This  joly  lyf  han  this  twey  clerkes  had, 
Til  that  the  thridde  cok*  bygan  to  synge. 
Aleyn  wax  wery  in  the  dawenynge, 

AiPthBf  to  >  Barieca.  ultli  whom  be  Is  about  to  fight.  Mr.  'Wright  !• 
Inclined  to  think  tluit  the  term  Cocknf4f  is  a  diniintitive  of  cod:,  and 
that  Its  iint  meaning  is  a  puny  fellow,  and  that  Chaucer  uses  it  hcrt 
In  the  sense  of  want  of  spirit  and  courage,  without  intending  -any 
•Uoslai  to  Coakayne. 

1  The  more  modem  Ibrm  ot  the  proverb  la,  *  Nothing  Teutara, 
aothlog  have.' 

s  The  time  Indicated  Is  shortly  before  dawn.  The  eoek  was  snp- 
poaed  to  crow  at  three  sUted  hours.  Tusser,  in  the  FkM  Hmmdni 
J\riaU  ^  Good  Huabandry,  i585«  p.  i^d,  says>— 

*  Cocke  eroweth  at  midnight  times  few  above  dz. 
With  pause  to  his  neighbour  to  answer  betwix. 
At  three  o'clock  thicker;  and  then,  as  ye  knowe, 
like  '  all  in  to  mattins/  neere  day  they  doo  crowa. 
At  midnight,  at  three,  and  an  hour  per  day. 
The/  utter  their  language  as  weU  as  they  maj.' 
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For  he  liad  swonken  al  the  f  onge  night, 
And  sejd,  'Farwel,  Malyn,^  my  sweete  wight  I 
The  day  is  come,  I  may  no  lenger  byde ; 
Bat'erermo,  wher  eo  I  go  or  ryde, 
I  am  thin  owen  clerk,  so  have  I  seelT 

.  *  Now;  deere  lemman,'  qiaod  sche, '  go,  famrel  f 
But  or  thou  go,  o  thing  I  wol  tlie-telle: 

*    Whan  that  thon  'wendut'  hdm-ward  by  the  me11% 
Bight  at  the  entr€  of  the  clore  byhynde 
Thou  adialt  a  cake  of  half  a  bnsshel  fynde^ 
That  was  i-maked  of  thyn  owen  mele, 
Which  that  I  hilp  myn  owen  self  to  stele. 
And,  goode  lemman,  God  the  save  and  kepe  f 
And  with  that  word  almost  sche  gan  to  weepe. 
Aleyn  uprist,  and  thoaght>  *  £r  that  it  dawe 
I  wol  go  crepen  in  by  my  fdawe;* 
And  fand  the  cradil  with  his  hand  anon. 
*  By  (3odr  thought  he,  'ai  wrong  I  have  i-goon; 
My  heed  is  toty  of  my  swynk  to  nyght, 
That  makes  me  that  I  ga  nought  aright^ 
I  wot  wel  by  the  cradel  I  have  mysgo; 
Heer  lith  the  myller  and  his  wyf  also.' 
Forth  he  goth  in  twenty  devel  way 
Unto  the  bed,  ther  as  the  miller  lay. 
He  wende  have  orope  by  his  felaw  Jon, 
And  by  the  myller  in  he  creep  anon. 
And  caught  him  by  the  nekke,  and  soft  he  spak^ 
And  seyde,  'Jon,  thou  swyneshed,  awak, 
For  Cristes  sowlel  and  here  a  noble  game; 
For,  by  that  lord  that  cleped  is  seynt  Jame^ 
As  I  have  thries  in  this  schorte  night 
Swyved  the  myllers  doughter  bolt  upright^ 

8oia£car.'>— 

•  H«  iMgiM  •!  evfew,  tmd  mlkt  ttll  tte  Jln$  codL* 
And  In  iCMMA»— 

•  W«  wtn  cftrmising  tlU  th«  mopimI  oodfc.' 
>  Maljn,  or  Halkin,  appears  to  be  an  t&daaiiiig,  cr 
te  Marx.lUu  tha  moden  MoUj. 
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WhiJei?  thou  hast  at  a  coward  ben  agast* 

*  Ye,  false  harlot,'  qnod  thii  mellere, '  hastt 
Al  fiedae  traitomv  false  derkf  quod  he, 

*  Thou  Bohalt  be  deed,  bj  Goddes  dignivil 
Who  dante  be  so  bold  to  disparage 

My  doughter,  that  is  com  of  hih  lynagef 

And  by  the  throte-bolle  he  can^t  Aleyn, 

And  he  hent  him  dispitonsly  ageyn. 

And  on  the  nose  he  smot  hun  with  his  feat 

Donn  ran  the  blody  streem  npon  his  brest ; 

And  in  the  floor  with  nose  and  mouth  to-broke 

They  walweden  as  piggcs  in  a  poke ; 

And  up  they  goon,  and  doun  they  goon  anon. 

Till  that  the  millner  stumbled  at  a  ston. 

And  doun  he  felle  bakward  on  his  wy^ 

That  wyste  nothing  of  this  nyoe  stzyf ; 

For  sche  was  fiUle  asleepe  a  litel  wight 

With  Jon  the  clerk,  that  waked  al  the  night, 

And  with  the  falle  right  out  of  slepe  sche  bi*ayda 

*  Help,  holy  croys  of  Bromholme  f  ^  sche  saydc^ 
*In  moinvs  tucu^  Lord,  to  the  I  ctJlel 
Awake,  Symond,  the  feend  is  in  thin  hallel 
My  hei*t  is  broken  1  help!  I  am  but  deed! 
Ther  lythe*  upon  my  wombe  and  on  myn  heed. 

1  Mr.  Wright  Mfs  that  a  portion  of  the  tnio  erata  was  luppowd  te 
bt*  preienr^  in  a  reliquary,  in  the  form  of  a  eroei,  beltinging  to  Uia 
rriory  of  Broraholme,  in  Korfollc.  It  was  brought  to  England,  with 
pt*at  eertmony,  in  12a  3.  and  thi-neefonvard  became  an  ot^ject  of  pit* 
grimage.    *  By  tlia  cross  (or  rood)  of  Bromholme/  was  a  common  oath. 

2  *  In  manua  toas  eommendo  spiritnm  meum.*  were  the  last 
words  of  oar  SaTlonr  on  the  crotf.  appropriately  used  in  any  sudden 
danger.  In  the  notes  to  Uarmion  is  an  account  of  the  death  of  n 
hermit.  He  exclaims.  *My  soul  longoth  for  the  Lord.  .  .  In 
mowtf  fwof,  Dominet  eommendo  tpirihua  meum^  a  vinculis  enim  mjrtia 
rcdemisti  me,  Domine  reriutis.  Ami-n.  So  he  yielded  up  the  ghost 
the  eighth  day  of  December,  anno  Domini  1  i5P,  whose  soul  "Qod  hara 
mercy  upon.  Amen.*  The  miller's  wife,  having  been  brought  up  in  % 
convent.  Is  supposed  to  have  learned  to  say  her  prayers  ia  Latin^  theso 
woMa  forming  oae  of  the  responses  for  compliM, ' 

*  Xke  word  one-  is  supplied  here  by  Speght  and  Tyrwliitt,  but  U 
ipciUa  Um  metre,  and  ia  ■nneceiaary.      Tker  liftU  aeana  oomtiMt'nf 
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Help,  Sjmkyn !  for  tliis  &\ae  derkes  figbt* 
This  Johan  stert  up  as  fast  as  ever  be  mighty 
And  gras^ied  by  the  wallcs  to  and  fro, 
To  ^de  a  staf ;  and  scbe  sturt  up  also, 
'  And  knewe  the  estres  bet  than  dede  Jon^ 
And  by  the  .wal  scbe  took  a  staf  anon, 
And  sawb  a  litel  glymeryug  of  a  light ; 
For  at  an  hool  in  schon  the  moone  bright. 
And  by  that  light  she  sangh  hem  bothe  two  ; 
Bat  sikirly  sche  wiste  nat  who  was  who, 
But  as  sche  saugh  a  whit  thing  in  hir  ya 
And  whan  sche  gan  this  white  thing  aspye, 
Sche  wend  the  clerk  had  wered  a  volupeer; 
And  with  a  staf  sche  drough  hir  neer  and  neer. 
And  wend  have  hit  this  Aleyn  atte  fdlle, 
And  smot  this  meller  on  the  piled  sculle, 
That  doun  he  goth,  and  cryeth, '  Harrow !  I  dye  f 
This  olerkes  beeten  him  wel,  and  leet  hym  lye, 
And  greyth  hem  wel,  and  take  her  hors  anon, 
And  eek  here  mele,  and  boom  anon  they  goon ; 
And  at  the  millen  dore  they  tok  here  cake 
Of  half  a  buisshel  flour  ful  wel  i  bake. 

Thus  is  the  prowde  miller  wel  i-bete. 
And  hath  i-lost  tite  gryndyug  of  the  whete, 
And  payed  for  the  soper  every  del 
Of  Aleyn  and  of  Johan,  that  bcten  him  wel; 
His  w^  is  swyved,  and  his  doughter  als. 
Lo !  such  it  is  a  miller  to  be  fals. 
And  therto  this  proverbe  is  seyd  ful  soth. 
He  ihar  nat  weene^  wel  that  evyl  doth. 
A  gylour  schal  himself  bygiled  be. 
And  God,  that  sitest  in  thy  magest^ 
Save  al  this  oompaignie,  gret  and  smale. 
Thus  hare  I  quyt  the  miUer  in  his  tale. 


*  Vor  wetmi  lyrwhltt  ratatitatet  tv/ime,  ob  hii  oim  ftntluwitf .    Tht 
MiMiliif  U,  *  It  behovM  not  him  to  win  or  Mqolrt  good,  or  \ii  wo  tmd 
m)  to  osEpoot  food,  whodootb  onL* 
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T^HB  Cook  of  Londone,  whO  the  Reere  spiik, 

-^  For  joje  he  thought  he  clawed  him  on  the  hnkf 

*  Ha»  ha!*  quod  he, '  for  Cristes  paauomiy 
This  meller  hath  a  scharp  oonclunoui 
Upon  hia  argnment  of  herboigaga 
Wei  aeyde  Salomon  in  his  langage^ 
Ne  bryng  nat  eveiy  man  into  thyn  hooi/ 
For  herburgage  by  night  is  perilom. 
Wei  aught  a  man  avised  for  to  be 
Whom  that  he  brought  into  his  piyvyt^ 
I  praj  to  God  so  g3rf  mj  body  care^ 
Gif  ever,  siththen  I  hi^te  Hogge  of  Wan^ 
Herd  I  a  better  miller  set  arwerke; 
He  hadde  a  jape  of  malice  in  the  deikei 
But  God  forb^e  that  we  stynten  heen^ 
And  therfore  if  ye  vouchesauf  to  heere 
A  tale  of  me  that  am  a  pover  man, 
I  wol  yow  telle  as  wel  as  I  kan 
A  litel  jape  that  fel  in  cure  cit6.* 

Oure  Host  answerde  and  seyde,  *  I  graunt  it  theb 
Now  telle  on,  Roger,  and  loke  it  be  good  ; 
For  many  a  pastey  hastow  lete  blood. 
And  many  a  Jakk  of  Dover*  hastow  sold. 
That  hath  be  twyes  hoot  and  twyes  cold. 
Of  many  a  pylgrym  hastow  Cristes  curs  ; 
For  thy  pei^y  they  faren  yet  the  wors, 
That  they  have  eten  with  the  stubbil  goes; 
For  in  thy  schoppe  is  many  a  flye  loos. 
Now  tell  on,  gentil  Roger  by  thy  name, 
But  yit  I  pray  the  be  nought  wroth  for  game ; 


I  For  the  J07  be  e3q>erienccd  la  bU  niad,  be  eevld  tcaiv^  iotte«f 

olepping  the  reere  on  the  beck. 

t  Eeelus.  zL  3i» 

•  Trnvliitt  don  not  ondeniUiKl  thi*  line.    (Jaek  <i/  oner  wm  probeldx  ■ 
jiiji  flnii  umUier  to  Ou&tarkwry  pUgrAiiis,  obvtously  ekten  wben  but.] 
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A  man  may  seye  ful  sothe  in  game  and  plej.*  * 

*  Thow  sabt  fill  anth,*  quod  Roger,  *  by  my  feyf 
But  80th  play  quad  play,  as  the  Flemyng  «aith  ',* 
And  therfore,  Herry  Baillif,  by  thy  &it^ 
Be  thou  nat  wroth,  or  we  departe  her, 
Though  that  my  tale  be  of  an  hostyler. 
But  natheles  I  wol  not  telle  it  yit, 
But  or  we  departe  it  achal  be  quyt* 
And  therwithal  he  lowh  and  made  chere, 
And  aeyde  his  tale,  as  ye  schal  after  heere. 
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APRENTYS  dwelled  whilom  in  onre  citee, 
And  of  a  craft  of  vitaillers  was  he ; 
Gaylard  he  was,  as  goldfynch  in  the  schawe^ 
Broun  ad  a  bery,  and  a  propre  felawe, 
With  lokkes  blak,  and  kempt  ful  fetously. 
Daunoen  he  cowde  wel  and  prateiy, 
That  he  was  cleped  Perkyn  Bevellour.* 
He  was  as  ful  of  love  and  paramour 
As  is  the  honyoombe  of  hony  swete ; 
Wel  were  the  wenche  that  mighte  him  meets. 
At  every  bridaJe  wold  he  syhge  aAd  hoppe;* 
He  loved  bet  the  taveme  than  the  schoppe. 

For  whan  ther  eny  rydyng  was  in  Cheepe,* 
Out  of  the  schoppe  thider  wolde  he  lepe, 
And  tyl  he  hadde  al  that  sight  i-seyn, 
And  daunoed  wel,  he  nold  nat  oome  ageyn; 


>  Thli  lliie,  M  veil  m  the  next  but  two.  if  omittad  In  MS.  Rail, 
whieh  iMdi  bp  mgftdtX  Ji  tlie  engulng  line,  to  mftke  it  riiymo  witit  tiial 
vhieh  foUowi.— W. 

s  VSjKf  in  «un«t  ia  bad  plaf .  Tjrwhitt  qnotet  Sir  John  Baixiaf- 
ton  to  tfao  Mmo  porpoM-i-*  soUi  boonte  is  no  lioardo.' 

s  So*  ante,  p.  a^,  note  2. 

«  This  and  the  following  line  are  omitted  in  K8.  HaiL— W. 
J  *  Then  wwo  aometlmee  fu«ti*in  Cheapeide.P»Holingilied,  foL  IL  fb 
I4S.    Bnt  pMlwpt  aajr  proeeHioo  m^  bo  mtmt^mJt 
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And  gftdred  Lim  a  mejnC  of  his  aort^ 

To  hoppe  and  ayngb,  and  make  such  disport 

And  ther  they  petten  stevene  for  to  meole^ 

To  pleyen  atte  d jb  in  such  a  streto, 

For  in  the  toun  ne  was  ther  no  prentja 

That  fairer  cowde  ca^te  a  peyre  dys 

Than  Perkyn  oouthe,  and  therto  he  was  frea 

Of  his  dispence,  in  place  of  pryvy t^ 

That  fand  his  mayster  wel  in  his  chafTaro^ 

For  often  tynie  be  fond  his  box  ful  baieu 

For  such  a  joly  prentys  reTelour, 

That  haunteth  dys,  revel,  or  paramoor, 

His  maistcr  schal  it  in  his  sehoppe  abys^ 

Al  have  he  no  part  of  the  mynstralcye. 

For  thefte  and  ryot  be  convertyble, 

Al  can  they  pley  on  giteme  or  rabible. 

Revel  and  trouthe,  as  in  a  lowe  degr^ 

They  ben  ful  wroth  al  day/  as  ye  may  sea 

This  joly  prentys  with  his  mayster  bood, 

Til  he  was  oute  neygh  of  his  prentyshood, 

Al  were  he  snybbyd  bothe  erly  and  late, 

And  som  tyme  lad  with  revel  into  Newgate. 

But  atte  laste  his  mayster  him  bythought 

Upon  a  day,  whan  he  his  papyr*  sought^ 

Of  a  proverbe,  that  saith  this  same  word, 

Wel  bette  is  roten  appul  out  of  hord. 

Than  that  it  rote  al  the  remenauntb 

So  fareth  it  by  a  ryotous  servaunt; 

It  is  ful  lasse  harm  to  late  him  pace. 

Than  he  schend  al  the  pervauntes  in  the  plaea 

Therfore  his  mayster  gaf  him  acquitaunce,* 

And  bad  him  go,  with  sorwe  apd  with  mesoliaunoa. 

■■  f  1        ' 

1  Th«  meftaiiifr  It  not  obriont.  It  may  be,  theft  and  riot  mn  coo* 
▼ertible  tenttB  (alwny*  accompany  one  anotlier),  however  pleasant  and 
gay  they  may  appear  outwarilly ;  vrliilo.on  the  other  hand,  revelry  and 
truth  (or  honesty)  are  every  day  seen  to  be  at  enmity,  particularly  in 
perfons  of  lOK  degree,  who  have  not  the  means  of  maintaining  the 


•xpent 

•  Hi 
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And  thus  the  joly  prentys  had  his  leve. 
Now  let  hym  tyot  al  the  night  or  leve. 
And  for  ther  is  no  thef  withowten  a  lowke, 
^That  helpeth  him  to  wasten  and  to  sowka 
Of  that  he  bribe  can,  or  borwe  may, 
Anon  he  sent  his  bedde  and  his  aray 
Unto  a  compere  of  his  owen  sort, 
That  loved  dLs,  and  revel,  and  disport , 
And  had  a  wy^  that  held  for  contenaunoe* 
A  aohoppe,  and  swyred  for  hire  sustenaunce.* 

Fye  theron,  it  is  so  foule,  I  wil  nowe  telle  no  forther, 

For  schame  of  the  harlotrie  tliat  seweth  after  ; 

A  velany  it  were  thare  of  more  to  spellC) 

Bot  of  a  knyht  and  his  sonnes  my  tale  I  wil  forthe  telliL 
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[Iv  the  Harletan  and  other  good  MSS.,  the  tale  of  Oamelyn  if 
iiiaerted  in  this  place ;  and  it  is  retained  in  this  edition  as  a 
curious  specimen  of  aspedes  of  composition  long  popular  among 
the  Anglo-Saxon  peasantry.  In  such  rude  ballads  as  this,  it  was 
their  d^ight  to  celebrate  the  prowess  of  their  outlawed  eoun* 
trymen,  who,  in  the  fiustnesses  of  the  extensive  forests  which 
then  covered  the  northern  parts  of  the  island,  set  at  nought 
the  authority  of  tlieir  Norman  conquerors,  bid  defiance  to  the 
odious  forest  laws,  and  wreaked  their  vengeance  upon  the 
Norman  prelates  who  had  been  intruded  into  the  sees  and 
abbeys  in  the  place  of  the  rightful  Saxon  occupants.    To  this 

1  The  lart  Mtoi  Itat*  an  omitted  in  US.  HatL,  but  thof  an  avl* 
dantlj  gemiiiM.— W. 

'  Aj  a  blind  to  mti  appeftraaccfl. 

<  Here  Tht  Cotea  TUe  ends  ebrnptly.  It  fcema  probable,  as  TJn^ 
vbltt  •opposes,  that  Chancer's  more  matare  Jodgmeat  oonTinoed  him 
that  t«io  rneh  tales  as  the  Miller's  ead  the  Reere's  were  aattdent  at  a 
time  I  end  that  he  intended  to  cAnoel  the  Coke*s-prologiM  and  tale,  and 
So  presisd  at  once  lo  Tim  Mm  ftfLamm  ^rokfm 
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■atioDal  feeling  is  to  be  aftribnted  the  eztnordinaiy  popa* 
laritjr  of  Robin  Hood,  Adum  Bell,  Clym  of  the  Clough,  and 
other  bold  outlaws  of  the  rame  stamp,  among  whom  mnat  b« 
elassed  Oameljn.  Indeed,  he  it  auodated,  under  the  name  of 
'  young  Gamwel,'  with  thu  her<do  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  in  the 
ballad  of  JRobin  Hood  and  the  Stranger^  in  Ritson's  oollec- 
tion.  In  all  these  poems  the  grand  merit  of  the  hero  is  his 
daring  contempt  of  the  law,  a  trait  by  no  means  oharae- 
teristic  of  the  Saxons,  but  the  result  of  their  peculiar  position 
as  a  brave  and  powerful,  though  conquered,  people,  governed 
by  a  foreign  aristocracy. 

The  rerse  of  this  tale  is  that  of  the  other  spurious  pieces 
which  have  been  interpolated  to  supply  deficiencies  in  The 
Canterhupy  Tales,  and  is  never  used  by  Chaucer.  It  is  ei-  ^ 
tremely  irregular,  but  the  rhythm  or  cadence  resembles  that 
of  the  verse  much  used  by  Surrey,  and  is  obtained  by  em- 
ploying an  equal  number  of  accented  syllables  in  every  line* 
while  the  unaccented  ones  are  added  or  omitte<l,  almost  4Ed 
libiium;  and  by  making  an  unvarying  pause  or  casura  at  the 
middle  of  every  verse. 

Though  possessed  of  great  merit,  and  displaying  much 
of  the  quaint  humour  so  coni^enial  to  the  £u<;^Ush  mind,  this 
tale  has  none  of  the  characteristics  of  Chaucer's  manner ;  and  N 
the  fact  that  when  the  host  of  the  Tabard,  in  the  prologue  to 
2%tf  Manciple* B  Tale,  calls  upon  the  cook  to  perform  his  part 
of  the  agreement,  he  makes  no  reference  to  his  having  alrnidy 
told  a  tale,  is  decisive  against  its  genuineness.  If  a  conjecture  "  * 
may  be  hazarded,  it  seems  not  improbable  that  the  poet  had 
selected  it  to  form  the  groundwork  of  a  tale  which  he  in- 
tended to  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  yeoman  or  some  other 
of  his  lower  personages ;  and  that,  being  found  among  his 
loose  papers  after  his  death,  it  was  here  introduced  to  fill  a 
vacant  space,  by  tho  person  who  arranged  the  tales  in  their 
present  order.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  Chau-  /^ 
cer's  great  successor  should  have  confirmed  his  judgment  of 
its  capabilities  by  selecting  it  as  the  ioundation  of  the  comedy 
of  Am  ffou  Like  •<.] 
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IITHETH;  and  lestneth,  and  herkneth  aright^ 
■^  i^nd  ye  sdiul  heere  a  talkyng  of  a  doughty  kniglit; 
Sire  Johan  of  Boundys  was  hia  right  name. 
He  oowde  of  nortnre  ynough  and  mochil  of  game^ 
Thre  sonea  the  knight  had,  that  with  his  body  he  wan ; 
The  eldest  was  a  moche  schrewe,  and  sone  he  bygan.^ 
His  bretheren  loved  wel  here  &Aet,  and  of  him  were 
agast^  [the  hist. 

The  eldest  deserved  his  &dres  can,  and  had  it  at 
The  goode  knight  his  fader  lyvede  so  yore, 
That  deth  was  comen  him  to,  and  hancQed  him  fill  sore. 
The  goode  knight  cared  sore,  sik  ther  he  lay, 
How  his  children  scholde  lyven  after  his  day. 
He  hadde  ben  wyde  wher,  but  non  housbond  he  was, 
Al  the  lond  that  he  had,  it  was  verre  purchas.' 
Fayn  he  wold  it  were  dressed  amonges  hem  alle, 
That  ech  of  hem  had  his  part,  as  it  mighte  folia 
Tho  sent  he  into  ciintre  after  wise  knightes, 
To  helpe  delen  his  londes  and  dressen  hem  to  rightes^ 
He  sent  hem  word  by  lettres  they  schulden  hye  blyv«^ 
Tf  they  wolde  speke  with  him  whil  he  was  on  lyve. 
Tho  the  knyghtes  herden  sik  ther  he  lay, 
Hadde  they  no  reste  nother  night  ne  day. 
Til  they  comen  to  him  ther  he  lay  stille 
On  his  deth  bedde,  to  abyde  Goddes  wille. 
Than  seyde  the  goode  knight,  syk  ther  he  lay, 
*  Lordes,  I  yon  wame  for  soth,  withonte  nay, 
I  may  no  lengere  lyven  heer  in  this  stonnde; 
For  ^urgh  Goddes  wille  deth  drawethme  to  grounde.* 
Ther  nas  non  of  hem  alle  that  herd  him  aright^ 
That  they  hadden  reuthe  of  that  ilke  knight^ 

I  Soon  he  began  to  show  it. 
<  ThU  tppean  to  mean,  that  the  knight  had  himself  aeqvired  hit 
limd,  and  held  it  in  fee  simple  (verre  pnrchas),  not  enuiled  nor 
Mttledt  and  that,  consequently,  he  had  a  riffht  to  divide  it  among  his- 
(shtldren  m  he  pleased.  The  huu:»bond  in  this  case  means  a  man  vrha 
was  kept  at  home  looking  after  hiA  domestic  bwiacM  snd  his  wtftfii 
•ad  wmwiild  Mt  be  *  wyde  wher.' 
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And  wyde,  *  Sir,  for  Goddes  knn,  &•  dismay  70a 

nought; 
God  ma  J  do  bote  of  bale^  that  is  now  i-wrouglit* 
Than  spak  the  goode  knight,  sik  ther  he  laj, 
*  Boote  of  bale  God  maj  sende,  I  wot  it  is  no  naj; 
But  I  byseke  you,  knightes,  for  the  lore  of  me, 
Goth  axid  drefueth  my  lond  among  my  sones  thre. 
And,  sires,  for  the  love  of  God,  deleth  hem  nat  amy% 
And  foi^ith  nat  Gamelyn,  my  yonge  sone  that  ia. 
Taketh  heed  to  that  on,  as  wel  as  to  that  other; 
fielde  ye  see  ony  eyr  helpen  his  brother.* 

Tho  leete  they  the  knight  lyen  that  was  nought 

inhele, 
And  wenten  in  to  oonnaeil  his  londes  for  to  dele ; 
For  to  delen  hem  alle  to  oon,  that  was  her  thought. 
And  for  Gamelyn  was  yongest,  he  should  have  nought. 
Al  the  lond  that  ther  was  they  dalten  it  in  two, 
And  leeten  Gamelyn  the  yonge  witboute  lond  go, 
And  ech  of  hem  seyde  to  other  ful  lowde,        [cowde.* 
His  bretheren  might  geve  him  lond  whan  he  good 
Whan  they  hadde  deied  the  lond  at  here  wille, 
They  come  agein  to  the  knight  ther  he  lay  Mstille, 
And  tolden  him  anon  right  how  they  hadden  wrought; 
And  the  knight  there  he  lay  liked  it  right  nought 
Than  seyde  the  knight,  *  I  sware  by  seynt  Martyn,* 
For  al  that  ye  have  y*doon  yit  is  the  lond  myn; 

1  Ood  mty  bring  good  out  of  eril.  This  Is  a  Terj  vnial  eziiKHioa 
In  the  ballads  of  tho  school  of  Robin  Hood.  Tbas*  in  licbtn  Bcod  and 
Oujf  of  Oitborne,  when  Little  John's  bow  breaks,  as  heis  aboot  to  shoot 
at  the  Sheiiir  of  Nottingham,  he  exclaims  t— 

■  Woe  worth,  woe  worth  thee,  widced  wood. 

That  erer  thon  grew  on  a  tree  I 
For  now  this  day  thon  art  my  ftols, 
Afy  5oo«f  when  thou  shoU  be.' 
*  When  he  shoold  be  of  age  to  know  what  was  right, 
s  Saint  Martin  was  a  Hungarian  by  birth,  and  s«ryed  in  the  army 
onder  Constantins  and  Julian.     He  is  represented  in  pictures  as  a 
Soman  knight  on  horseback,  with  his  sword  dividing  his  cloak  Into 
two  pieces,  one  of  which  he  gives  to  a  beggar.    He  was  a  strenuoue 
opponent  of  the  Ariaae,  and  died  at  Toon,  where  his  relics  were  pra- 


TOU  U 
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For  Qoddes  love,  xxeyhebours,  stondeth  iUe  liille. 
And  I  wil  dele  my  lond  after  my  wille. 
Johan,  myn  eldeste  sone,  shall  have  plowes^  fy^» 
That  was  my  fadres  heritage  whil  he  wap  mi  lyr^; 
And  my  myddeleste  sone  fyf  plowes  of  lond, 
That  I  halp  for  to  gete  with  my  right  hond; 
And  al  myn  other  porchas  of  londea  and  leedes 
That  I  byquethe  Gamelyn,  and  alle  my  goode  steedes. 
And  I  byseke  yow,  goode  men,  that  lawe  conne  of 

londe. 
For  Gamely nes  love,  that  my  qneste  stonde.* 
Thus  dalte  the  knight  his  lond  by  his  day, 
Kight  on  his  deth  bed  sik  ther  he  lay; 
And  sone  aftirward  he  lay  stoon  stille^ 
And  deyde  whan  tyme  com,  as  it  was  Cristes  willo. 
And  anon  as  he  was  deed,  and  under  gras  i-grave^ 
Sone  the  elder  brother  gyled  the  yonge  knave^* 
He  took  into  his  hond  his  lond  and  his  leede, 
And  Gamelyn  himselfe  to  olothen  and  to  feede. 
He  clothed  him  and  fed  him  yvel  and  eek  wrothe^ 
And  leet  his  londes  for-£Eu^  and  his  houses  bothe, 
His  parkes  and  his  woodes,  and  dede  nothing  wd. 
And  seththen  he  it  abought  on  his  &ire  fel.* 
80  longe  was  Gamelyn  in  his  brothei^s  halle, 
For  the  strongest  of  good  wil  they  doutiden  him  alia ; 
Ther  was  non  therinne  nowther  y6ng  ne  olde 
That  wolde  wraththe  Gamelyn,  were  he  never  so  bolda 
Gamelyn  stood  on  a  day  in  his  brotheres  yerde^ 
And  bygan  with  his  hond  to  handlen  his  berde/ 
He  thought  on  his  londes  that  layen  unsawo, 
And  lus  fairs  okes  that  doon  were  i-drawe ; 
His  parkes  were  i-broken,  and  his  deer  byreeved; 
Of  alie  his  goode  steedes  noon  was  him  bylevod; 


I  M«ati!iig  m|>foi^ib4flMi,  a  oomiaoii  moda  «r  niMranmeat  down  la 
Um  raigiis  of  EUzabeth  and  Judm  the  Fint. 

*  German,  knabst  bojr. 

*  He  paid  or  snlftred  ftv  it  on  hie  own  head. 
^  Hlf  growing  beard  reminded  him  that  ha  «aa  mbm  I 

,  and  MgfBtted  thetbooghfes  whieh  IbUow. 
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Kb  lioiTMB  were  unhilid  and  ful  jvA  dight. 

Tho  thoughto  Gameljn  it  wente  nought  aright 

Aflerward  cam  his  brother  walkjnge  thare, 

And  seyde  to  Gameljn, '  Is  our  mete  yaref 

Tho  wraththed  him  Gamelyn^and  sworbj  Gtoddesbool^ 

*  Thou  shalt  go  bake  thiself,  I  wil  nought  be  thy  oook.* 

'  Howt  brother  Gamelyn,  how  answerest  thou  now? 

Thou  spake  never  such  a  vord  as  thoa  dost  now.' 

<  By  my  faith,'  seyde  Gamelyn,  *  now  me  ihinketh 

neede^ 
Of  alle  the  haxmes  that  I  have  I  tok  never  ar  heede. 
My  parkes  ben  to-broken,  and  my  deer  byreved. 
Of  myn  armure  and  my  steedes  nought  is  me  bileved ; 
Al  that  my  fader  me  byquath  al  goUi  to  schame, 
And  therfor  have  thou  Goddes  cun^  brother,  by  thy 


Than  byspak  his  brother,  that  rape  was  of  reee,^ 
'  Stond  stille,  gadelyng,  and  hold  right  thy  pees  ; 
Thow  schalt  be  fayn  for  to  have  thy  mete  and  thy 

wede; 
What  spekest  thou,Gamelyn,  of  lond  other  of  leedef 
Thanne  seyde  Gamelyn,  the  child*  that  was  ying, 
'  Cristes  curs  mot  he  have  that  clepeth  me  gadelyng  1 
I  am  no  worse  gadelyng,  ne  no  worse  wight» 
But  bom  of  a  lady,  and  geten  of  a  knight.* 
Ne  durst  he  nat  to  Gamelyn  ner  a  foote  go^ 
But  depide  to  him  his  men,  and  seyde  to  hem  tho, 
*  Goth  and  beteth  this  boy,  and  reveth  him  his  wyt^ 
And  lat  him  leren  another  tyme  to  answere  me  bet* 
Thanne  seyde  the  child,  yonge  Gamelyn, 
'  Cristes  curs  mot  thou  have,  brother  art  thou  myn  ; 
And  if  I  schal  algate  be  beten  anon, 
Cristes  curs  mot  thou  have,  but  thou  be  that  oon.* 
And  anon  his  brother  in  that  grete  hete 
Made  his  men  to  fette  staves  Gamelyn  to  bete. 
Whan  that  everich  of  hem  a  staf  had  i-nome, 
Gamelyn  was  war  anon  tho  he  seigh  hem  come; 

>  D^TtdcfituoBlbruicer.  «8M«nlc,p.  i97.iKiCt  ti 
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Tho  Gameljn  seyh  hem  come,  he  loked  oreral. 
And  was  war  of  a  pestel  stood  under  a  wal ; 
Crameljn  was  light  of  foot  and  thider  gan  he  lepe. 
And  drof  alle  his  biotheres  men  right  on  an  hepe. 
He  loked  as  a  wilde  Ijonn,  and  lejde  on  good  woon; 
Tho  his  brother  say  that,  he  bigan  to  goon ; 
He  fiey  up  intil  a  loft^  and  schette  the  dore  &st 
Thus  Qamelyn  with  the  pestel  made  hem  alle  agast 
Some  for  Gameljnes  love  and  some  for  his  eyghe, 
Alle  they  drowe  by  halves,  tho  he  gan  to  pleyghe. 
*Whatt  hownowf  8eyde€ramelyn,'evelmotyetheet 
Wil  ye  bygynne  oontek,  and  so  sone  fleef 
Gamelyn  sought  his  brother,  whider  he  was  flowe^ 
And  sangh  wher  he  loked  out  at  a  wyndowe. 
'  Brother/  sayde  Qamelyn, '  com  a  litel  ner, 
And  I  wil  teche  the  a  play  atte  bokeler/ 
His  brother  him  answerde,  and  swor  by  seynt  Rycher,* 
'  Whil  the  pestel  is  in  thin  bond,  I  wil  come  no  neer : 
Brother,  I  wil  make  thy  pees,  I  swere  by  Cristes  ore; 
Cast  away  the  pestel,  and  wrathtbe  the  nomore.' 

*  I  mot  neede,*  sayde  Gramelyn, '  wraththe  me  at  oones. 
For  thou  wolde  make  thy  men  to  breke  myne  boones^ 
Ne  had  I  hadde  mayn  and  might  in  myn  armes, 

To  hare  i-put  hem  fh>  me,  he  wolde  have  do  me  harmea.* 
'  Gamelyn,  sayde  his  brother,  '  be  thou  non^t  wroth. 
For  to  seen  the  have  harm  it  were  me  right  loth; 
I  ne  dide  it  nought,  brother,  but  for  a  fondyng. 
For  to  loken  or  thou  were  strong  and  art  so  yin^* 

*  Oom  adoun  than  to  me,  and  graunte  me  my  bone, 
Of  thing  I  wil  the  aske,  and  we  schul  saught  sone.* 
Doon  ^an  cam  his  brother,  that  fykil  was  and  felle^ 
And  was  swithe  sore  agast  of  the  pestelle. 

1  '  Bf  Stint  Richird/ WM  a  fkvourite  oath  with  the  ovtlawi  of  Bobte 
Hood*!  ttMnp,  probiblf  becaiiM  of  hii  Saxon  extraction.  *  Saint 
mefaavd,  KiSig  and  ConfesMn',  waa  tonne  to  LoChailaa.  King  of  Kent, 
who,  for  the  lore  of  Chriit,  takinf  apon  him  a  long  peregrination,  went 
to  Rome  ibr  derotion  to  that  sea  (we),  and,  on  hiii  way  homeward,  died 
at  Loeca.abOQt  the  year  of  Chrltt  75o.  where  hli  body  ii  kept  ontil  tlito 
day,  with  great  reneration,  in  the  oratory  and  ehi^pell  of  St.  Fiigidiaa* 
and  adorned  with  aa  epitaoh  both  in  vane  aad  fmae.*'— Ay.  /' 
0ioat,  itfoS. 
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He  Myde,  *  Brother  Gkmelyxii  aske  me  thy  boone^ 
And  loke  theu  me  blame  but  I  graunte  eonei* 
Thaime  seyde  Gamelyn^ '  Brother,  i-wys^ 
And  we  edknlle  ben  at  ^Km^thou  most  me  grannte  thk^ 
Al  that  my  &der  me  byquath  whil  he  was  on  lyve. 
Thou  most  do  me  it  have,  gif  we  schnl  nat  stry  ve.* 
'  That  aohalt  then  have,  G^melyn,  I  vwere  by  Crintes 

oz«!  [hare  more; 

Al  that  thi  fiider  the  byquath,  though  thou  woldest 
Thy  lond,  that  Ijrth  laye,  ftii  wel  it  schal  be  sowe, 
And  thyn  bowses  reyscd  up,  that  ben  leyd  so  low.* 
Thus  seyde  the  knight  to  Gamelyn  with  raowthe, 
And  thought  eek  of  falsnes,  as  he  wel  eouthe. 
The  knight  thou^t  on  tresoun,  and  Gamelyn  on  noon. 
And  went  and  Jbst  hie  brother,  and  than  they  were 

at  ooB. 
Alias!  yonge  Gamelyn,  nothing  he  ne  wiste 
With  which  a  false  tresoun  his  brother  him  kistci 
Litheth,  and  lestneth,  and  holdeth  your  tonge, 
And  ye  schul  heere  talkyng  of  Gamelyn  the  yonge. 
Ther  was  ther  bysiden  ciyed  a  wrastlyng,* 
And  therfor  ther  was  sette  up  a  ram  and  a  lyngf 
And  Gamelyn  was  in  good  wil  to  wende  therto^ 
For  to  prevcn  his  might  what  he  eowthe  do. 
'  Brother,'  seyde  Gameljm,  '  by  seynt  Bicher, 
Thou  most  lene  me  to  nyght  a  litel  courser 
That  is  freisch  to  the  spore,  on  for  to  ryde; 
T  most  on  an  erande,  a  litel  her  byside.* 
'  By  God  r  seyd  his  brother,  *  of  steedcs  in  my  ntalle 
Go  and  dbaee  the  the  best,  and  spare  non  of  alle. 
Of  steedes  or  of  coursers  that  stonden  hem  bisyde; 
And  tel  me,  goode  brother,  winder  thou  wolt  ryde.' 
'  Her  byside^  brother,  is  cryed  a  wrastlyng. 
And  therfor  sehal  be  set  up  a  ram  and  a  ryng; 
Moche  worschip  it  were,  brother,  to  us  alle, 
Might  I  the  ram  and  the  tyng  brynghome  to  this  halla' 


•  A  vnstliBf  match  wm  cried  or  prottalmed  bMid«  that  pUci. 
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A  steede  iher  was  sadeled  smertely  and  skaetf 
Gamelyn  did  a  paire  sporea  fiEist  od  his  feet^ 
He  set  his  foot  in  the  styrop,  the  steede  he  bystrood. 
And  toward  the  wrastelyng  the  yonge  child  nnxL 
Tho  Qamelyn  the  yonge  was  ride  out  at  the  gate. 
The  fieds  knight  his  brother  lokktsd  it  after  thate^ 
And  bysonghte  Jhesu  Crist  that  is  heven  kyng 
He  mighte  breke  his  nekke  iu  that  wrastlyng. 
As  Bone  as  Gamelyn  com  ther  the  place  was, 
He  lighte  donn  of  his  steede,  and  stood  on  the  gra% 
And  ther  he  herd  a  fi:ankeleyn  wayloway  syng^ 
And  bigan  bitterly  his  hondes  for  to  wryng. 
^Qoode  man,'  seyde  Gamelyn,  *  why  makestowthis  &re1 
Is  ther  no  man  that  may  you  helpe  out  <Kf  this  care  f 
*  Alias  r  seyde  this  frankleyn,  Hhat  eyer  was  I  bore! 
For  tweye  stalworthe  sones  I  wene  that  I  have  lore ; 
A  champioun  ia  in  the  place,  that  hath  i-wrought  me 

sorwe, 
For  he  hath  alayn  my  two  sones,  but  if  Qod  hem  borwe. 
I  wold  gere  ten  pound,  by  Jhesu  Crist!  and  more^ 
With  the  nones  I  fimd  a  man  to  handil  him  sore.' 
'  Ooode  man,'  sayde  Gamelyn,  *  wilt  thou  wel  doon. 
Hold  myn  hors,  whil  my  man  draweth  of  my  schoon. 
And  help  my  man  to  kepe  my  clothes  and  my  steede^ 
And  I  wil  into  pkuse  go,  to  loke  if  I  may  speede.' 
'  By  God!*  sayde  the  ftankeleyn,  'anon  it  scbal  be  doon; 
I  wil  myself  be  thy  man,  to  drawen  of  thy  schoon. 
And  wende  thou  into  the  places  Jhesu  Crist  the 

speede! 
And  drede  not  of  thy  clothes,  nor  of  thy  goode  steedeu* 

Barfoot  and  ungert  Gamelyn  in  cam, 
Alle  that  weren  in  the  place  heede  of  him  they  nam. 
How  he  durst  auntre  him  oi  him  to  doon  his  might 
That  was  so  doughty  champioun  in  wrastlyng  and  m 
Up  sterte  the  cl^mpioun  raply  and  anoon,  -        [fight. 
Toward  yonge  Gamelyn  he  bigan  to  goon. 
And  sayde,  'Who  is  thy  fader  and  who  is  thy  sirel 
For  soiUie  thou  art  a  gret  fool,  that  thou  come  hira.* 
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Gttmelyn  answerde  the  championn  tho, 
'Thou  knewe  wd  mj  &der  whil  he  oouthe  go^ 
"Whiles  he  was  on  lyve,  by  seint  Martjn  1 
Sir  Johan  of  Boundys  was  his  name,  and  I  Qanielja.* 
*  Felaw/  seyde  the  champioun, '  al  so  mot  I  thiyre^ 
1  knew  wd  thy  fisider,  whil  he  was  on  lyve  ; 
And  thisel^  Gamelyn,  I  wii  that  thou  it  heere^ 
Whil  thou  were  a  yong  boy  a  moche  schiewe  tlum 


Than  seyde  Gamelyn,  and  swor  by  Cristes  ore, 
■  'Kow.  I  am  older  woxe,  thou  schalt  me  fynd  a  mora* 
'Be  Oodr  sayde  the  ohampiouny  'welcome  mote  thou 

bel 
Come  thon  ones  in  myn  bond,  schalt  thou  never  thei* 
It  was  wel  withinne  the  night,  and  the  moone  schon. 
Whan  Oamelyn  and  the  champioun  togider  gon  to 

goon*^ 
I!he  diampionn  caste  tomes*  to  Gamelyn  that  waa 

prest^ 
And  Gamelyn  stood  stille,  and  bad  him  doon  his  best 
Thanne  seyde  Gamelyn  to  the  champioun, 
'  Thon  art  fast  aboute  to  brynge  me  adonn ; 
Now  I  have  i-proved  many  tomes  of  thyne, 
Thow  most,*  he  seyde,  <  proven  on  or  tuo  of  myne.* 
Gamelyn  to  the  champioun  yede  smartly  anon. 
Of  alle  the  tomes  that  he  oowthe  he  schewed  him  but 

oon, 
And  kast  him  on  the  left  syde^  that  thre  ribbes  to-bral^ 
And  therto  his  oon  arm,  that  gaf  a  gret  crak. 
.  Thanne  seyde  Gameiyn  smertly  anoon, 
''  Schal  it  be  bolde  for  a  cast,'  or  elles  for  noon  f 
'By  God,'  seyd  the  champioun,  'whether  that  it  bee^ 
He  that  comes  ones  in  thin  hand  schal  he  never  theeP 


■  Begmn  to  go. 
*  That  is,  nsdtt  mnj  attempts  to  trip  him  up  and  throw  him,  whlck 
6«flMi7a  WM,  however,  prepared  for.  (prett)  uid  evaded. 

«  a^eainaieiOlj,  •  SbaUUteoon&Udte aflOir 
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Than  seyde  the  irankeleTn,  that  had  his  Bones  there, 

*  Blessed    be  thou,   GamelTn^  that  ever  thou   bore 

wereT 
The  franklejn  seyd  to  the  champioun,  of  him  stood 

him  noon  eye,* 
'This  is  yonge  Gamelyn  that  taughte  the  this  pleye,' 
Agein  answerd  the  champioun,  that  liked  nothing 

welle, 
<  He  is  a  lither  mayster,  and  his  pley  is  right  felle ; 
Sith  I  wrastled  first,  it  is  i-go  ful  yore. 
But  I  was  nevere  my  lyf  handled  so  sore.* 
Gamelyn  stood  in  the  place  allone  withoute  serk. 
And  seyd, '  If  there  be  eny  mo,  lat  hem  come  to  werk; 
The  champioun  that  peyned  him  to  werke  so  sore, 
It  seemeth  by  his  continuance  that  he  wil  nomore.* 
Gamelyn  in  the  place  stood  as  stille  as  stoon. 
For  to  abyde  wrastelyng,  but  there  com  noon ; 
Ther  was  noon  with  Gamelyn  wolde  wrastle  more, 
For  he  handled  the  champioun  so  wonderly  sore. 
Two  gentilmen  ther  were  yemede  the  place, 
Comen  to  Gamelyn,  God  give  him  goode  grace ! 
And  sayde  to  hem,  'Do  on  thyn  hosen  and  thy  schooiiy 
For  sothe  at  this  tyme  this  feire  is  i-doon.* 
And  than  seyde  Gamelyn,  *  So  mot  I  wel  &re, 
I  have  nought  yet  halvendel  sold  up  my  ware.* 
Tho  seyde  the  champioun,  'So  hroiik  I  my  Rweere, 
He  is  a  fool  that  thereof  buyeth,  thou  selloth  it  so 

deere.* 
Tho  sayde  the  frankeleyn  that  was  in  moche  care, 

*  Felaw,*  he  seyde, '  why  lakkest  thou  his  warel 

By  seynt  Jame  in  Galys,'  that  many  man  hath  sougjLti 
Yet  it  is  to  good  cheep  that  thou  hast  i-bought.* 
Tho  that  wardeynes  were  of  that  wrastlyng, 
Come  and  broughte  Gamelyn  the  ram  and  the  ryng; 
And  seyden, '  Have,  Gamelyn,  the  ryng  and  Uie  nui^ 
For  the  best  wrasteler  that  ever  here  cam.' 


ai»pu«ntlr,  *  Of  him  Iw  itaod  Ui  m>  mmf 
*  SMaiil<p.97,]iotea. 
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ThvB  wan  Gamelyn  the  nun  and  the  ryng; 

And  went  with  moche  joye  home  in  the  momyng. 

His  brother  seih  wher  he  cam  with  the  grete  rowte^ 

And  bad  schitte  the  gate,  and  holde  him  withottte^ 

The  porter  of  his  lord  was  ful  sore  agast^ 

And  stert  anon  to  the  gate,  and  lokked  it  fitft. 

Kow  lithethy  and  lestneth,  bothe  yong  and  olde^ 
And  ye  Rchul  heere  gamen  of  Gamelyn  the  bolde. 
Gamelyn  come  therto  for  to  have  comen  in. 
And  thanne  was  it  i-schet  faste  with  a  pyn ; 
Than  seyde  Gamelyn, '  Porter,  undo  the  yate, 
For  many  good  mannes  sone  stondeth  therate.' 
Than  answerd  the  porter,  and  swor  by  Goddes  berde^ 
'  Thow  ne  schalt^  Gkimelyn  come  into  this  yerde.* 
'Thow  lizt,'  sayde  Gamelyn,  '  so  browke  I  my  chyn  f 
He  amot  the  wyket  with  his  foot^  and  brak  awey  the 
The  porter  seyh  tho  it  might  no  better  be,  \JPP^ 

He  sette  foot  on  erthe,  and  fast  bigan  to  flee. 

*  By  my  faith,*  seyde  Gamelyn,  '  that  travail  is  i4ore^ 
For  I  am  of  foot  as  lighte  as  thou,  though  thow  had* 

dest  swore.* 
Gamelyn  overtook  the  porter,  and  his  teene  wrak, 
And  gert  him  in  the  neckke,  that  the  bon  to-brak, 
And  took  him  by  that  oon  arm,  and  threw  him  in  a 

welle, 
Seven  fadmen  it  was  deep,  as  I  have  herd  telle. 
Whan  Gramelyn  the  yonge  thus  hadde  pleyed  his  play^ 
Alle  that  in  the  yerde  were  drewen  hem  away ; 
Theydredden  him  ful  sore,  forwerkes  that  he  wroughte. 
And  for  the  faire  compauy  that  he  thider  broughte. 
Gamelyn  yede  to  the  gate,  and  leet  it  up  wyde; 
He  leet  in  alle  maner  men  tliut  gon  in  wold  or  ryde, 
And  seyde,  *  Ye  be  welcome  withouten  eny  greeve, 
For  we  wiln  be  maistres  heer,  and  aske  no  man  leva 
Yestirday  I  lefte,'  seyde  yonge  Gamelyn, 

*  In  my  brother  seller  fyve  tonne  of  wyn  ; 

I  wil  not  that  this  compaignye  partcn  a-twynne, 
And  ye  wil  doon  alter  me,  while  eny  sope  is  thzynnei 
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And  if  my  brother  gnioche,  or  make  foul  dieere, 
Other  for  spense  of  mete  or  drynk  that  we  spendea 

hoere, 
I  am  oore  catotir,  and  here  onre  aller  pars, 
He  Bchal  have  for  his  gniochjmg  seint  Maries  cars. 
My  brother  is  a  nyggoun,  I  swer  by  Gristes  ore, 
And  we  wil  spende  largely  that  he  hath  spared  yore; 
And  who  that  maketh  grucchyng  that  we  here  dweller 
He  schal  to  the  porter  into  the  draw-welle.* 
Seven  dayes  and  seven  nyght  Gamelyn  held  his  feste, 
With  moche  myrth  and  solas  that  was  ther  and  no 
In  a  litel  toret  his  brother  lay  i-steke,  [cheste; 

And  sey  him  wasten  his  good,  but  durst  he  not  spekeu 
Erly  on  a  momyng  on  the  eighte  day 
The  gestes  oome  to  Gamelyn  and  wolde  gon  here  way. 
^  Loides,*  seyde  Gamelyn, '  wil  ye  so  hyet 
Al  the  wyn  is  not  yet  y-dronke,  so  brouk  I  myn  ye.* 
Gamelyn  in  his  herte  was  he  ful  wo. 
Whan  his  gestes  took  her  leve  from  him  for  to  go; 
He  wold  they  had  lenger  abide,  and  they  seyde  nay, 
But  bitaughte  Gamelyn  God,  and  good  day. 
Thus  made  Gionelyn  his  fest^  and  brought  it  wei  to 

ende, 
-And  after  his  gestys  took  leve  to  wenda 

Litheth,  and  lestneth,  and  holdeth  youre  tonge, 
And  ye  schul  heere  gamen  of  Gamelyn  the  yonge  • 
Herbeth,  lordynges,  and  lesteneth  aright,  [dight^ 

Whan  alle  the  gestes  were  goon  how  Gamelyn  was 
Al  the  whil  that  Gamelyn  heeld  his  mangerye, 
Hiabrother  thoughton  him  bewreke  withhis  treocherio» 
Tho  Gamelyns  gestes  were  riden  and  i-goon, 
Gamelyn  stood  allone,  frendes  had  he  noon ; 
Tho  after  full  soone  withinne  a  litel  stounde^ 
Gramelyn  was  i-take  and  fill  hard  ibonnde. 
Forth  com  the  fals  knight  out  of  the  selleer. 
To  Gamelyn  his  brother  he  yede  ful  neer, 
And  sayde  to  Gamelyn,  *  Who  made  the  so  bold 
For  to  stroye  my  stoor  of  myn  hooshold  f 
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Brother/ seyde  Gamelyn,  'wraththe  the  rigbk  iioii{^ 
For  it  ia  many  daj  i-gon  aiththen  it  wasbcmght ; 
For^  brother,  thou  hast  i-had,  bj  seynt  Rioh«r» 
Of  fiftene  plowes  of  lond  this  sixtene  jer. 
And  of  alle  the  beestes  thou  hast  forth  Imd, 
That  mj  &der  me  biquath  on  his  deth  bed  ; 
Of  al  this  sixtene  yeer  I  geve  the  the  prow 
For  the  mete  and  the  dry  nk  that  we  have  spended  now. 
Thanne  seyde  the  Ms  kayght,  evel  mot  he  the, 
'  HerknOy  brother  Gamelyn,  what  I  wol  geve  the  ; 
For  of  my  body,  brother,  geten  heir  have  I  nooiiy 
I  wil  make  the  myn  heir,  I  swere  by  seint  Johan.* 

*  Far  ma  foyF  sayde  Gamelyn,  *and  if  it  so  be^ 
And  thou  thenke  as  thou  seyst^  Ckxl  yelde  it  the  P 
Nothing  wiste  Gamelyn  of  lus  broiheres  gyle  ; 
Therfore  he  him  bigyled  in  a  litel  while. 

*  Gamelyn,'  seyde  he, '  o  thing  I  the  telle  ; 
Tho  thou  threwe  my  porter  in  the  draw-welle^ 

I  swor  in  that  wraththe,  and  in  that  grete  moot^ 

That  thou  schuldest  be  bounde  bothe  hand  and  foot ; 

Therfore  I  the  biseche,  brother  Cktmelyn, 

Lat  me  nought  be  foi-sworn,  as  brother  art  thou  myn  ; 

Lat  me  bynde  the  now  bothe  hand  and  feet^ 

For  to  holde  myn  avow,  as  I  the  biheel' 

'£rot]ier/  sayde  Gamelyn,  'al  so  mot  I  the  1 

Thou  schalt  not  be  forsworen  for  the  love  of  me.* 

Tho  made  they  Gamelyn  to  sitte,  might  he  nat  stonde^ 

Tyl  they  had  him  bounde  bothe  foot  and  honde. 

The  fetls  knight  his  brother  of  Gamelyn  was  agaat^ 

And  sent  aftir  feteres  to  feteren  him  fast. 

His  brother  made  lesynges  on  him  ther  he  stood, 

And  told  hem  that  comen  in  that  Gamelyn  wm  wood 

Gamelyn  stood  to  a  post  bounden  in  the  halle, 

Tho  tliat  comen  in  ther  loked  on  him  alle. 

Ever  stood  Gramelyn  even  upright ; 

But  mete  ne  drynk  had  ne  non  neither  day  ne  nights 

Than  seyde  Gamelyn, '  Brother,  by  myn  hala^ 

Now  I  have  aspied  thou  art  a  party  lals; 
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Had  I  wist  that  tresoun  tliat  thou  haddest  y-founde^ 

I  wolde  have  geve  the  strok38  or  I  had  be  bounder 

Qamelyii  stood  bounden  stille  aa  enj  stoon ; 

Tvo  dajea  and  two  nightes  mete  had  he  noon. 

Thanne  sejde  Gamelyn,  that  stood  y-bounde  stronger 

'  Adam  spenser,  me  thinkth  I  &ste  to  longe; 

A.dam  spenaer,  now  I  bjsech  the, 

For  the  mochel  love  my  fader  loved  the^ 

Yf  thou  may  oome  to  the  keyes,  lese  me  out  of  bond 

And  I  wil  parte  with  the  of  my  firee  londL* 

Thanne  seyde  Adam,  that  waa  the  spencer, 

'  I  have  served  thy  brother  this  sixtene  yeer. 

If  I  leete  the  goon  out  of  this  hour, 

He  wolde  say  afterward  I  were  a  traytour.* 

'  Adam/  sayde  Gamelyn,  'so  brouk  I  myn  hals! 

Thou  schalt  fynde  my  brother  atte  laste  &b ; 

Therfor,  brother  Adam,  louse  me  out  of  bond. 

And  I  wil  parte  with  the  of  my  &ee  lend.* 

'  Up  swich  a  forward,'  seyde  Adam^  'i-^^^T^ 

1 1^  do  therto  al  that  in  me  is.' 

'  Adam,*  seyde  Gamelyn,  'al  so  mot  I  the, 

I  wol  hold  the  covenant,  and  thou  wil  ma* 

Anon  aa  Adames  lord  to  bedde  was  i-goon, 

Adam  took  the  keyes,  and  leet  Gamelyn  out  ano<m; 

He  unlokked  Gamelyn  bothe  hand  and  feet^ 

In  hope  of  avauncement  that  he  him  byheet 

Than  seyde  Gamelyn, '  Thanked  be  Qoddes  sonde  1 

Now  I  am  loosed  bothe  foot  and  honde ; 

Had  I  now  eten  and  dronken  aright, 

Ther  is  noon  in  this  hous  schuld  bynde  me  this  nigh4 

Adam  took  Gamelyn,  aa  stille  as  ony  stoon. 

And  ladde  him  into  spence  rapely  and  anon. 

And  sette  him  to  soper  right  in  a  prive  stede, 

And  bad  him  do  gladly,  and  Gamelyn  so  dede. 

Anon  as  Gamelyn  hadde  eten  wel  and  fyn. 

And  therto  y-dronke  wel  of  the  rede  wyn, 

'  Adam,*  seyde  Gamelyn, '  what  is  now  thy  reed  t 

Wber  I  go  to  my  brothex  and  girde  of  his  heed  f 
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'Gameljn,*  aeyde  Adam,  'it  scbal  not  be  m*. 

I  can  teche  the  a  reed  that  is  worth  the  twa 

I  wot  wel  for  aothe  that  thU  is  no  nay. 

We  Bchul  have  a  mangery  right  on  Sondaj; 

Abbotes  and  prioui's  many  heer  schal  be, 

And  other  men  of  holy  chirche,  as  I  telle  the ;     [&at^ 

Thow  flchalt  stonde  up  by  the  post  as  thou  were  hond- 

And  I  schal  leve  hem  unloke,  awey  thou  may  hem  caa^ 

Whan  that  they  have  eten  and  waisschen  here  honde% 

Thou  Bchalt  biseke  hem  alle  to  bry:  g  the  out  of  bondes  ; 

And  if  they  wille  borwe  the,  tliat  were  good  game^ 

Then  were  thou  out  of  piiaoun,  and  I  out  of  blame  ; 

And  if  everich  of  hem  say  unto  us  nay, 

I  schal  do  another  thing,  I  swere  by  this  day  I 

Thou  schalt  have  a  good  staf  and  I  wil  have  another. 

And  Cristes  ours  have  that  oon  that  faileth  that  other  t 

*  Ye,  for  Gode  T  sayde  Gamelyn,  *  I  say  it  for  me^ 

If  I  fayle  on  my  syde,  yvel  mot  I  the  I 

If  we  schul  algate  assoile  hem  of  here  synne, 

Waxne  me,  brother  Adam,  whan  I  schid  bygynne.* 

'  Gamelyn,'  seyde  Adam, '  by  seynte  Charity, 

I  wil  wame  the  byfom  whan  that  it  schal  be; 

Whan  I  twynk  on  the,  loke  for  to  goon. 

And  cast  awey  the  feteres,  and  com  to  me  aaoon.* 

'  Adam,'  seide  Gamelyn,  *  blessed  be  thy  bones  1 

That  is  a  good  counseil  gevyng  for  the  nones; 

If  they  weme  me  thanne  to  brynge  me  out  <^  bendei^ 

I  wol  sette  goode  strokes  right  on  here  lendes.* 

Tho  the  Sonday  was  i-come,  and  folk  to  the  feste^ 

Faire  they  were  welcomed  bothe  lest  and  meate ; 

And  ever  as  they  attc  halle  dore  oomen  in, 

They  caste  their  eye  on  yonge  Gamelyn. 

The  fals  knight  his  brother,  ful  of  trechery, 

Alle  the  gestes  that  ther  wer  atte  mangery, 

Of  Gamelyn  his  brother  he  tolde  hem  with  mouth* 

Al  the  harm  and  the  schame  that  he  telle  couthe. 

Tho  they  were  served  of  messes  tuo  or  thre^ 

Than  seyde  Gamelyn, '  How  serve  ye  met 
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It  IB  nought  wel  served,  by  God  tliat  al  made! 

Thai  I  sytte  fastyug.  and  other  men  make  glada* 

The  fills  knight  his  brother,  ther  that  he  stood, 

Tolde  alle  his  gestes  that  Gamelyn  was  wood ; 

And  Gkunelyn  stood  still  e,  and  answerde  nought^ 

But  Adames  wordes  he  held  in  his  thought. 

Tho  Gramelyn  gan  speke  dolfnlly  withalle 

To  the  gret  lordes  that  saten  in  the  halle: 

'Lordes,'  he  seyde,  *  for  Cristes  passioun, 

Helpeth  brynge  Gamelyn  out  of  prisoun.' 

Than  seyde  an  abbot,  sorwe  on  his  cheeke! 

'  He  schal  have  Cristes  curs  and  seynte  Maries  eeke, 

That  the  out  of  prisoun  becrgeth  other  borwe, 

But  ever  worthe  hem  wel  that  doth  the  moche  sorwa* 

After  that  abbot  than  spak  another, 

*  I  wold  thin  heed  were  of,  though  thou  were  my  bro- 
Alle  that  the  borwe,  foule  mot  hem  falle!'  [ther  I 
Thus  they  seyde  alle  that  were  in  the  halle. 

Than  seyde  a  prionr,  yvel  mot  he  thryve! 

*  It  is  moche  skathe,  boy,  that  thou  art  on  lyve.* 
'  Ow,'  seyde  Gamelyn,  *  so  brouk  I  my  boni 
Now  I  have  aspyed  that  freendes  have  I  non. 
Cursed  mot  he  worthe  bothe  fleisch  and  blood, 
That  ever  do  priour  or  abbot  ony  goodf 
Adam  the  spencer  took  up  the  cloth, 

And  loked  on  Gamelyn,  and  say  that  he  was  wroth; 
Adam  on  the  pantrye  litel  he  thought. 
But  tuo  goode  staves  to  halle  dore  he  brought. 
Adam  loked  on  Gamelyn,  and  he  was  war  anoon, 
And  caste  awey  the  feterea,  and  he  bigan  to  goon: 
Tho  he  com  to  Adam,  he  took  that  oo  sta^ 
And  bygan  to  worche,  and  goode  strokes  ga£, 
Gamelyn  cam  into  the  halle,  and  the  spencer  bothe^ 
And  loked  hem  aboute,  as  they  had  be  wrotho ; 
Gftmelyn  sprengeth  holy- water  with  an  oken  spin^ 
That  some  that  stoode  upright  fel  in  the  fire. 
Ther  was  no  lewede  man  that  in  the  halle  stoo<^ 
That  wolde  do  Gamelyn  eny  thing  but  good^ 
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Sat  ftood  besyde,  and  leet  hem  bothe  werohe, 

Por  tliej  hadde  no  rewthe  ol  men  of  holy  cheiehe;* 

Abbot  or  pnour^  monk  or  chanonn, 

That  Gamelyn  overtok,  anon  they  yeeden  doon. 

Ther  was  non  of  hem  alle  that  with  his  stai  mette, 

That  he  made  him  overthiowe  and  quyt  him  hia  dette. 

*  Gamelyn,'  seyde  Adam,  'for  seynte  Chants, 

Pay  large  lyrerey,  for  the  love  of  me^ 

And  I  wil  kepe  the  dore,  so  ever  here  I  masse  1 

Er  they  ben  assoyled  ther  shan  noon  passe.' 

'  Dowt  the  noaght^'  seyde  Oamelyn, '  whil  we  ben  m 

feere, 
Kep  thou  wel  the  dore,  and  I  wol  werohe  heere; 
Stere  the,  good  Adam,  and  lat  ther  noon  flee^ 
And  we  schul  telle  largely  how  many  ther  be.* 
'  Gamelyn,*  seyde  Adam,  '  do  hem  but  good; 
They  ben  men  of  holy  chirche,  draw  of  hem  no  blood. 
Save  wel  the  croune,*  and  do  hem  non  harmes, 
But  brek  bothe  her  legges  and  siththen  here  acmes.* 
Thus  Gamelyn  and  Adam  wroughte  right  fast^ 
And  pleyden  with  the  monkes,  and  made  hem  agast 

>  The  hatred  of  charchmen,  of  holy  water,  and  of  ereiytbinf  eonneoMd 
with  the  chorch,  observable  in  all  the  ballads  of  this  clase,  it  probablj 
In  part  owlnfr  to  the  fact  allnded  to  in  the  introduction  to  this  tale, 
Tis.,  that  William  the  Conqncror  and  bit  immediate  nieceaorf  tfi- 
tematScally  remoTcd  the  Saxon  bishops  and  abbots,  and  intruded 
Normans  in  their  stead  into  all  the  valuable  preferments  in  England. 
Bot  there  were  also  other  grounds  for  the  odium  in  which  these  foreign 
prelates  were  held.  Sharin,^  in  the  duties  of  the  common  law  Jndgea, 
Uiey  participated  in  the  aversion  with  which  the  functionaries  of  the 
law  were  naturally  regarded  by  outlaws  and  robbers  \  Just  as  the  parwci 
who,  at  the  present  day,  combines  the  magisterial  with  the  sacerdotal 
ofBee,  is  generally  an  o^ect  of  special  dislike  to  thieves  and  poachers. 
Komerons  examples  of  the  hostility  of  the  outlaws  to  the  higher  clergy 
and  oAoers  of  the  law  will  'occur  to  every  reader  of  the  ballads  of  Bobis 
Hood.  For  instance.  In  the  Ljftd  QuU^  already  quoted,  fioUn  thof 
direcUUtUeJohn:— 

*  These  bysshopes  and  these  arehebyaBhopp«i» 
Ye  shall  them  beete  and  bynde  t 
The  high  sheryfe  of  Notynghame, 
Hym  holde  ye  in  your  mynde.' 
*  He  says,  ironically,  *  Ho  not  brealc  their  heads,'  tscataof  tttt  VH^ 
,  tiM  paouUar  mark  of  the  clerical  prafcssion. 
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Tbidcr  they  come  rydyng  jolily  with  swaynesy 

But  horn  agen  they  were  i-lad  in  cartes  aud  in  wajme^ 

Tho  they  haddeu  al  y-don,  than  seyde  a  gray  frere,* 

*  Alias !  sire  abbot,  what  did  we  now  heere) 

Tho  that  oomen  hider,  it  was  a  colde  reed. 

Us  hadde  ben  better  at  home  with  water  and  breed.' 

WhU  Gamelyn  made  ordres*  of  monkes  and  frere^ 

Ever  stood  his  brother,  and  made  foul  chere ; 

Gramelyn  np  with  his  staff,  that  he  wel  knew, 

And  gert  him  in  the  nekke,  that  he  overthrew; 

A  litel  above  the  giidel  the  rigge-bon  to-barst; 

And  sette  him  in  the  feteres  ther  he  sat  arst. 

'  Sitte  ther,  brother,*  sayde  Gamelyn, 

'  For  to  oolyn  thy  blood,  as  I  dide  myn.' 

As  swithe  as  they  hadde  i-wroken  hem  on  here  foon, 

They  ajskeden  watir  and  wisscheu  anoon. 

What  some  for  here  love  and  some  for  awe, 

Alle  the  servants  served  hem  of  the  beste  lawe. 

The  scherreve  was  thennes  but  a  fyve  myle, 
And  al  was  y-told  him  in  a  litel  while, 
How  Gamelyn  and  Adam  had  doon  a  sory  rees, 
Bounden  and  i-wounded  men  agein  the  kinges  pees  ; 
Tho  bigan  sone  strif  for  to  wake, 
And  the  scherref  aboute  cast  Ganielyn  for  to  take. 

Now  lytheth  and  lestneth,  so  God  gif  yon  goode  fyn  t 
And  ye  schul  heere  good  game  of  yonge  Gamelyn. 
Four  and  twenty  yonge  men,  that  heelden  hem  fill 

bolde, 
Come  to  the  schirref  and  seyde  that  they  wolde 
Gamelyn  and  Adam  fetten  away. 
The  scherref  gaf  hem  leve,  soth  as  1  yon  say; 
They  hyeden  &ste,  wold  they  nought  bylynn^ 
Til  they  come  to  the  gate,  ther  Gamelyn ' 


*  A  Fnaeiscan,  or  Mar  minor,  the  habit  of  this  order  helngf  gnf, 
>  Thii  exprewion  seemi  to  mean  primarily,  took  order  Ibr  the  monkt 
•Bd  friare,  or  diapoeed  of  tbem;  but  it  appean  to  havo  a  teoondary 
Ironical  aUusion  to  the  ceremony  of  ordination,  ivhieb  consists  In  tki 
kiifing  on  of  hands,  and  is  as  much  as  to  say,  *  While  Gamelya  §a>vt 
tiMSt  monks  snd  friars  a  new  kind  of  oideri.' 
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They  knokked  on  the  gate,  the  porter  w  ny. 
And  loked  out  at  an  bol,  aa  man  that  was  aly; 
The  porter  hadde  byholde  hem  a  litel  vhile^ 
He  loTed  wel  Qamelyn,  and  was  adrad  of  gjle^ 
And  aaked  hem  witlioute  what  was  here  wille. 
For  al  the  grete  company  thanne  spak  but  oon, 

*  Undo  the  gate,  porter,  and  lat  na  in  goon.* 
Than  seyde  the  porter,  'So  brouke  I  my  chyn. 
Ye  schtd  sey  your  erand  er  ye  oomen  in.' 

'  8cy  to  Qamelyn  and  Adam,  if  here  wille  be^ 
We  wil  speke  with  hem  wordes  two  or  thre.' 

*  Felawe,'  seyde  the  porter,  *  stond  there  atille. 
And  I  wil  wende  to  Gamely n  to  witen  hia  willei' 
In  went  the  porter  to  Gamelyn  anoon» 

And  seyde, '  Sir,  I  wame  yon  her  ben  come  your  fonn. 

The  scherreres  meyne  ben  atte  gate, 

For  to  take  you  bothe,  schol  ye  nat  skape.* 

*  Porter,'  seyde  Gamelyn,  *  so  moot  I  wel  the! 

I  wil  allowe  the  thy  wordes*  whan  I  my  tyme  se; 

Go  agayn  to  the  gate,  and  dwel  with  hem  a  whiles 

And  thon  schalt  se  right  sone,  porter,  a  gyla 

Adam,*  sayde  Gamelyn,  Mooke  the  to  goon; 

AVe  have  foomen  atte  gate,  and  fi-endes  never  oon^ 

It  ben  the  sehirrefes  men,  that  hider  ben  i-eome. 

They  ben  swore  to-gidere  that  we  schul  be  nome.' 

'  Gamelyn,'  seyde  Adam,  *  hye  the  right  blyve, 

And  if  I  faile  the  this  day,  evel  mot  I  thryvel 

And  we  schul  so  welcome  the  scherreves  men. 

That  some  of  hem  schul  make  here  beddes  in  the  den.' 

Atte  posteme  gate  Gamelyn  out  went^ 

And  a  good  cart  staf  in  his  hand  he  hente ; 

Adam  hente  sone  another  gret  staf, 

For  to  he\\)e  Gamelyn,  and  goode  strokes  gal 

Adam  felde  tweyne,  and  Gamelyn  felde  thre, 

The  other  setten  feet  on  ei^he,  and  bygonne  fle. 

*  Whatf  seyde  Adam,  *  so  ever  here  I  masse  1 

I  have  a  draught  of  good  wyn,  drynk  er  ye  passe.' 

>  I  will  g\re  jtm  the  benefit  of,  or  repay  yon  for,  your  words,  wbtB  X 
fee  an  opportonitj. 

TOL.  I.  a 


S58  THE  CMSTEMBUKT  TAlOl 

'Kay,  bj  Oodf  sayde  they, '  thy  diynk  i»  aot  gooi. 
It  volde  make  maimea  brayne  to  lien  in  bis  hood.' 
Cramelyn  stood  stiUe^  and  loked  him  aboate^ 
And  seih  the  scherreye  come  with  a  gret  ronte. 

*  Adam,'  sayde  Oamelyn,  *  my  reed  is  now  thia^ 
Abide  we  nf>  longer,  lest  we  fare  amys: 

I  rede  that  we  to  wode  goon  ar  that  we  be  foifnde^ 

Better  is  us  ther  loose  than  in  town  y-bounde.' 

Adam  took  by  the  hood  yonge  Oamelyn; 

And  eveiich  of  hem  tuo  drank  a  drai^t  of  wyi^ 

And  after  took  her  coursers  and  wenten  her  way. 

Tho  fond  the  scherreve  nest,  but  non  ay. 

The  schenere  lighte  adouo,  and  went  into  the  halls^ 

And  fond  the  lord  y-fetered  £&8te  withalle. 

The  scherreve  unfetered  him  sone,  and  that  anoon^ 

And  sent  after  a  leche  to  hele  his  rigge-boon. 

Lete  we  now  this  £Eds  knight  lyen  in  his  care. 
And  taike  we  of  Gamelyn,  and  loke  bow  he  flurei 
Gamelyn  into  the  woode  stalkede  stiUe^ 
And  Adam  the  spenser  liked  fol  ylle; 
Adam  sw<m:  to  Gamelyn,  lyy  seynt  Richer, 
'  Now  I  see  it  is  mery  to  be  a  speneer. 
That  lever  me  were  keyes  for  to  here, 
Than  walken  in  this  wilde  woode  my  clothes  to  tem.* 

*  Adam,*  seyde  Gamelyn, '  dismaye  the  right  nought; 
Many  good  mannes  child  in  care  is  i-brought.' 

And  as  they  stoode  talkyng  bothen  in  feere^ 

Adam  herd  talkyng  of  men,  and  ney  him  thoogbt 

thei  were. 
Tho  Gamelyn  under  the  woode  loked  aright, 
Sevene  score  of  yonge  men  he  saugh  wd  adighl; 
Alle  satte  stte  mete  in  compos  aboute. 

*  Adam,*  seyde  Gamelyn, '  now  have  we  no  doute^ 
After  bale  oometh  boote,  thurgh  grace  of  God  almighi; 
Me  thynketh  of  mete  and  of  drynk  that  I  ha^e  a  siglit.' 
Adam  lokede  tho  under  woode  bowgh. 

And  whan  he  seyh  mete  he  was  glad  ynough; 
T(w  he  hopede  to  God  for  to  have  his  deel. 
And  he  was  sore  alonged  after  a  food  mesL 
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Am  lie  0eyde  that  vorda,  the  mayBtor  <ratlawe 
Saiigh  GfRnelyn  and  Adam  under  woode  Bdiawei 

*  Tonge  men/  s^rde  the  maister, '  by  the  goode  roode 
I  am  war  of  gestes,  God  send  ub  non  but  goode; 
Yonder  ben  tno  yonge  men,  wonder  wel  adighty 
And  paiavontare  ther  ben  mo,  who  so  loked  aright. 
Ariaeth  up,  ye  yonge  men,  and  fetteth  hem  to  ma  ; 
It  is  good  thiett  we  witen  what  men  they  bee.' 

Up  ther  Bterten  sevene  fro  the  dyner, 
And  metien  with  Gamelyn  and  Adam  spenier. 
Whan  they  were  neyh  hem,  than  aeyde  that  oon, 
'  Yeldeth  up,  yonge  men,  your  bowes  and  your  floon.* 
Thanne  seyde  Oamelyu,  that  yong  waa  of  elde, 

*  Modie  sorwe  mot  he  have  that  to  you  hem  yelde! 
I  curse  non  other,  but  right  myselve, 

They  ye  fette  to  yow  fyve,  thanne  ye  be  twelre.* 
Tho  they  herde  by  his  word  that  might  waa  in  his  arm, 
Ther  was  none  of  hem  alle  that  wolde  do  him  harm, 
But  sayd  unto  Gamelyn,  niyldely  and  stOle, 

*  Cum  afore  our  maister,  and  sey  to  him  thy  wille.* 

*  Yonge  men,*  sayde  Gamelyn,  *  by  your  lewte, 
What  man  is  your  maister  that  ye  with  beT 
Alle  they  anawerde  withoute  lesyng, 

*  Oure  maister  is  i-crouned  of  outlawes  kyng/ 

« Adam,*  seyde  Gamelyn,  *go  we  in  Cristes  name; 

He  may  neyther  mete  nor  drynk  weme  us  for  schama 

If  that  he  be  heende,  and  come  of  gontil  blood, 

He  wol  geye  us  mete  and  drynk,  and  doon  us  som  good/ 

'  By  sejrnt  Jame T  scyd  Adam,  *  what  harm  that  I  gcta, 

I  wil  auntre  to  the  dore  that  I  hadde  mete.* 

Gamel^-n  and  Adam  wente  forth  in  feere, 

And  they  grette  the  maister  that  they  founde  theroi 

Than  seide  the  maister,  kyng  of  outlaweM, 

'What  seeke  ye,  yonge  men,  under  woode  schaweaf 

Gamelyn  answerde  the  kyng  with  his  croune, 

'He  moste  needes  walke  in  woode,  that  maj  iio% 

waike  m  towne» 
8ire,  we  walk  not  heer  noon  harm  for  to  do. 
But  if  wa  meete  with  a  deer,  to  schcete  therto^ 
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Am  men  tbat  ben  hungry,  and  mow  no  mete  fyndc^ ' 
And  ben  harde  bystad  tinder  woode  lynde.* 
Of  Game]  jnes  vordes  the  maiater  hadde  routhe, 
And  aejde,  'Ye  achal  have  jnough,  hare  God  m; 

trouthe/ 
He  bad  hem  sitte  ther  adoun,  for  to  take  reste; 
And  bad  hem  ete  and  drynke,  and  that  of  the  beste. 
As  they  aete  and  eeten  and  dronke  wel  and  fyn. 
Than  seyd  that  oon  to  that  other, '  This  is  Gamelyn.' 
Tho  was  the  maister  outlawe  into  counseil  nome, 
And  told  how  it  was  Qamelyn  that  thider  was  i-ooma 
Anon  as  he  herde  how  it  was  biMle, 
He  made  him  maister  under  him  over  hem  alle. 
Within  the  thridde  wyke  him  com  tydyng, 
To  the  maister  outlawe  that  tho  wos  her  kyng, 
That  he  achulde  come  horn,  his  pees  was  i-made ; 
And  of  that  goode  tydyng  he  was  tho  ful  glad. 
Tho  seyde  he  to  his  yonge  men,  soth  for  to  telle, 
'  Me  ben  comen  tydyuges  I  may  no  lenger  dwelle.* 
Tho  was  Gamelyn  anon,  withoute  taryyng. 
Made  maister  outlawe,  and  crouned  her  kyng. 

Tho  was  Gamelyn  crouned  kyng  of  outlawei^ 
And  walked  a  while  under  woode  schawes. 
The  fals  knight  his  brother  was  scherreye  and  sire, 
And  leet  his  brother  endite  for  hate  and  for  ire. 
Tho  were  his  bonde-men  sory  and  nothing  glade, 
Whan  Gamelyn  her  lord  wolves  heed^  was  ciyod  and 

made; 
And  sente  out  of  his  men  wher  they  might  him  fynde, 
For  to  seke  Gamelyn  under  woode  lynde, 
To  telle  him  tydynges  how  the  wynd  was  went. 
And  al  his  good  reved,  and  his  men  schent.' 

>  This  wtf  the  uicient  Saxon  formula  of  oatlamy,  and  aecms  to 
har*  been  literally  equivalent  to  setting  the  man's  head  at  the  sant 
eatlmate  as  a  wolfs  head.  In  the  laws  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  it  is 
•aid  of  a  person  who  has  fled  Justice,  *  SI  vero  postea  repertns  Aierit  ct 
rstinerl  possit,  Tivus  rcgi  reddatur,  vel  caput  eine«  si  se  defendcrit 
Laplnom  enim  gerit  caput,  quod  angUce  mdjkt-heojfbd  didtnr.  £t  Ium 
Mt  lex  oommunis  et  generalis  dc  omnibos  ntlagatis.'— W. 

•  Ob  change  of  possession  by  the  death  or  outlawry  of  the  Loid  ci 
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Wbaii  tliej  had  luin  feunde,  on  knees  iher  hem  sette. 
And  adonn  vn&.  here  hood,  and  here  lord  grette : 
'  Sire,  wraththe^  jou  nought,  for  the  gooda  roode, 
For  we  hare  bron^t  you  tydyngesy  but  they  be  nat 

goode. 
I^ow  is  thy  brother  scherreve,  and  hath  the  baillye,* 
Ajud  he  hath  endited  the,  and  wolves-heed  doth  the 

erie.* 
*  AUasi'  s^de  Gamelyn,  *  that  ever  I  was  so  slak 
That  I  ne  hadde  broke  his  nekke,  tho  his  rigge  brakl 
Goth,  greteth  hem  wel,  myn  housbondes  and  wyt,* 
J  wol  ben  atte  nexte  schtre,  have  God  my  ly£' 
Gamelyn  came  wel  redy  to  the  nexte  scbire, 
And  ther  was  his  brother  bothe  lord  and  sire. 
Gamelyn  com  boldelych  into  the  moot  holle, 
And  pat  adoun  his  hood  among  the  lordes  alls : 
*  God  save  you  alle,  lordynges,  that  now  here  bel 
But  broke^bak  scherreve,  evel  mot  thou  thel 
Why  hast  thou  do  me  that  schame  and  vilonye, 
For  to  late  endite  me,  and  wolves-heed  me  cryef 
Tho  thought  the  &ls  knight  for  to  ben  awreke, 
And  leet  take  Gamel}%  most  he  nomore  speke ; 
IVIight  ther  be  nomore  grace,  but  Gamelyn  atte  last 
Was  cast  into  pri^oun  and  fetered  ful  fast. 
Gamelyn  hath  a  brother  that  highte  sir  Ote, 
As  good  a  knight  and  heende  as  mighte  gon  on  footeii 
Anon  ther  yede  a  messager  to  tliat  goode  knight, 
And  tolde  him  altogidere  how  Gamelyn  was  dight 


tli«  Manor.  «h«  wrft,  or  yilftins  regardnnt,  who  went  whh  the  property 
of  th«  M>il.  were  liable  to  pay  fines  to  hU  successor;  and,  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  these  fines  woald  probably  be  oppressively  exacted. 

1  A  man  of  Gamelyn's  violent  temper  mieUt  be  expected  to  wreak 
hia  vengeance  on  the  sl&ve  who  broiiirht  him  evil  tidings.  This  is  a 
feeling  by  no  means  pecoUar  to  the  middle  ages. 

<  That  is,  *has  obtained  the  government  of  the  bailiwick.*  In 
fbnner  ISmes,  before  the  modern  system  ol  standing  annies  and  muni- 
cipal police  was  introduced,  the  high  eherifTwas  the  otBcer  personally 
responsible  ibr  the  peace  of  his  bailiwick,  wliich  he  maintained  by 
ealllag  oat  the  jMsse  comitattu  to  assist  him. 

*  Tliia  aeaai,  apparently,  *  Hy  husbandmen  nnd  their  wives.* 
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Ando  as  sire  Ote  Herde  bow  Oamdyn  was  ad^^ 
iTe  was  wonder  soiy,  was  be  nothing  ligbt^ 
And  leet  sadle  a  steede,  and  the  waj  be  nam, 
And  to  bis  twejne  bretberen  anon  ligbt  be  cam. 

*  Sire/  sejde  aire  Ote  to  tbe  scberreTe  tho^ 

*  We  ben  bat  tbre  bretberen,  scbnl  we  nerer  be  mc^ 
And  tbou  bast  7-pri!K>ned  tbe  beat  of  ns  alle ; 
Bwicb  another  bn)tber  jrel  mot  him  bifaJler 
'Sire  Ote/  seide  tbe  &Ib  knight,  'lat  be  tbi  emB; 
By  €k>d,  for  thy  wordes  be  scbal  fare  tbe  wurs; 
To  the  kynges  prisonn  anon  be  is  j-nome, 

And  ther  be  scbal  abjde  til  tbe  justice  come.* 

*  Parde  I*  sejde  sir  Ote,  '  better  it  sebal  be, 

I  bidde  him  to  maympris,  that  tbon  graunt  bim  me^ 

Til  tbe  nexte  nttyng  of  delyyerannoe,^ 

And  thanne  lat  Gamelyn  stande  to  bis  cbannce^' 

'  Brother,  in  swich  a  fortbward  take  bim  to  the; 

And  by  thi  £Buler  sonle,  that  tbe  bygat  and  me^ 

But  if  be  be  redy  whan  the  justice  sitte, 

Tbou  sohalt  here  the  juggerment  for  al  thi  grete  witte. 

*  I  graunte  wel/  seide  sir  Ote,  *  that  it  so  be. 
Let  delyver  bim  anon,  and  tak  bim  to  me.' 

Tho  was  Gamelyn  delyvered  to  sire  Ote  bis  brother; 
And  that  night  dwelleden  that  on  with  that  other. 
On  tbe  mom  seyde  Gamelyn  to  sire  Ote  the  heende, 

*  Brother/  be  seide,  *  I  moot  for  sothe  from  tbe  wende^ 
To  loke  how  my  yonge  men  leden  here  lyf, 
Whether  they  lyven  in  joie  or  elles  in  stiyl* 

'Be  €k>dr  seyde  sire  Ote,  'that  is  a  oold  reed, 
Kow  I  see  that  al  theoark  schall  fiJlen  on  mynbeed; 
For  whan  the  justice  sitte,  and  thou  be  nought  y-founde, 
I  scbal  anon  be  take,  and  in  thy  stede  i-bounde.* 
'  Brother,*  sayde  Gamelyn,  *  dismaye  tbe  noight, 
For  by  seint  Jame  in  Gales,  that  many  man  bath 
If  that  God  almighty  bold  my  lyf  and  witt,     [soogbti 
I  wil  be  ther  redy  whan  the  justice  sitt.' 

1 1  d«iiuBd  that  h*  be  gnnt«d  to  nw  od  maiBptiie,cr  teUtUU  tiM 
MriM  Ibr  fOMnl  c»ol  ddiTeij. 


TAXS  or  OAXSbYX.  S6t 

Than  leide  nr  Ote  to  GmmelTii,  *  God  achidde  the  fto 

Behftme; 
Com  vhaai  thoa  teest  tjine,  wad  bring  ua  oat  of 

litlieth,  and  iMtneth,  and  holdeth  70a  stilley 
And  ye  aditd  here  how  Qamelyn  bad  al  his  wille. 
Gamdyn  wente  agein  under  woode  rjn, 
And  fond  there  pleying  yonge  men  of  piys. 
Tbo  was  yonge  Gamelyn  ghA  and  blithe  ynongh. 
Whan  he  Ibnd  hk  mery  men  under  woode  bough. 
Gamelyn  and  hie  men  talked  in  feerei 
And  they  hadde  good  game  here  maister  to  heere; 
They  tolden  him  of  aventures  that  they  hadde  fouftde. 
And  Gamelyn  hem  tolde  agein  how  he  was    ikit 

i-bounde. 
Whil  Gamelyn  was  outUwed,  had  he  bo  eon; 
There  was  no  maa  that  for  him  ferde  the  wor% 
But  abbotee  and  priours,  monk  aiyl  chaaoun;^ 
On  hem  left  he  nothing  whan  he  might  hem  non. 
Whil  Gamelyn  and  hb  men  made  merthes  ryrc^ 
The  fals  knight  his  brother,  yvel  mot  he  thiyvel 
For  he  was  &st  about  bothe  day  and  other. 
For  to  hyre  the  quest,'  to  hangen  his  brother. 
Gamelyn  stood  on  a  day,  and  as  he  biheeld 
The  woodes  and  the  schawes  in  the  wikLe  feeld. 
He  thought  on  his  brother  how  he  him  beheet 
That  he  wolde  be  redy  whan  the  justice  seet; 
He  thoughte  wel  that  he  wolde,  withoute  delaj^ 
Come  afore  the  justice  to  kepen  his  day, 
And  seide  to  his  yonge  men,  'Dighteth  you  yars^ 
For  whan  the  justice  sit,  we  moote  be  thare, 
For  I  am  under  borwe  til  that  I  come, 
And  my  brother  for  me  to  prisoun  schal  be  nome.^ 
*  By  seint  Jame  1*  seyde  his  yonge  men,  *  and  tium 

rede  therto, 
Ordeyne  how  it  schal  be,  and  it  schal  be  do.* 


p.  155,  note  I.  *  T*  nboni  Ihe  Jory. 
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Whil  Gamelyn  was  eomjng  ther  the  jnstioe  sat^ 
The  fols  knight  hia  brother,  forgat  he  nat  that, 
To  huyre  the  men  on  his  quest  to  haugeu  his  bruther  ; 
Though   he   hadde  nought   that  oon  he  wolde  hav** 
Tho  cam  Gamelyn  fro  under  woode  rys,     [that  oJier. 
And  broughte  "with  him  his  yonge  men  of  prys. 

'I  se  wel,*  seyde  Gkunelyn,  'the  justice  is  sette; 
Go  afom,  Adam,  and  loke  how  it  spette.' 
Adam  went  into  the  halle,  and  loked  al  about^ 
He  seyh  there  stonde  lordea  gret  and  stonte. 
And  sir  Ote  his  brother  fetered  wel  fast: 
Tho  went  Adam  out  of  halle,  as  he  were  aghast^  ^ 
Adam  said  to  Gamelyn  and  to  his  felaws  aile, 
*Sir  Ote  stant  i-fetered  in  the  moot  halle.* 
'Yonge  men,'  seide  Gamelyn,  'this  ye  heeren  alle; 
Bire  Ote  stast  r-fetered  in  the  moot  halle. 
If  Crod  gif  us  grace  wel  for  to  doo^ 
He  schal  it  abegge  that  broughte  him  thertoa* 
Thanne  sayde  Adam,  that  lokkes  hadde  hore, 
'  Oiistes  curs  most  he  liave  that  him  bond  so  sore  I 
And  thou  wilt,  GaiDelyn,  do  after  my  red, 
Ther  ia  noon  in  the  halle  schal  here  awey  his  heed.* 
'  Adam,*  seyde  Gamelyn,  *  we  wiln  nought  don  sov 
We  wil  slee  the  gilty^  and  kt  the  other  ga 
I  wil  into  the  hslle^  and  with  the  justice  spdce ; 
On  hem  that  ben  gultyf  I  wil  ben  awreke. 
Lat  uon  skape  at  &e  dore;  take^  yonge  men,  ^eme ; 
For  I  wil  be  justice  this  day  domes  to  deme. 
Qod  spede  me  this  day  at  my  newe  werk  I 
Adam,  eom  on  witii  me,  for  thou  schalt  be  my  clerk.* 
His  men  answereden  him  and  bade  him  doon  his  besl^ 

*  And  if  thou  to  us  have  neede^  thou  schalt  fyude  «i 

prest; 
We  wiln  stande  with  the,  wil  that  we  may  dure^ 
And  but  we  werke  manly,  pay  us  non  hure.* 

*  Yonge  men,'  seyde  Gameljm,  'so  mot  1  wel  thai 
As  trusty  a  maisttf  ye  schal  fynde  of  ma* 
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Right  thore  the  justioe  sat  in  the  halle^ 
In  wente  Gameljn  amouges  hem  alle. 

Gameljn  leet  unfetere  hia  brother  out  of  beende^ 
Thanne  sejde  air  Ote,  his  brother  that  was  heende^ 
*  Thou  haddeat  almost,  Gamelyn,  dwelled  to  longe^ 
For  the  quest  ia  oute^  on  me,  that  I  achulde  honga* 
'Brother/    aeyde  Gamelyn,    'ao   €k>d  gif  me  good 

reatl 
Thia  day  they  abhnhi  ben  haoged  that  ben  on  thy 

quest; 
And  the  justice  bothe  that  ia  juggea  man. 
And  the  acherreve  bothe,  thurgh  him  it  UgML* 
Than  seyde  Gamelyn  to  the  justiae, 
'  Now  ia  thy  power  y-don,  thou  most  nedea  arise; 
Thow  hast  geren  domes  that  ben  yvel  dight, 
I  wil  aitten  in  thy  sete,  and  dressen  hem  aright.* 
The  justice  sat  stiUe,  and  roos  nought  anoon; 
And  Qamelyn  devede  liis  oheeke  boon; 
Gamelyn  took  him  in  his  arm,  and  no  more  spak. 
But  threw  him  over  the  barre,  and  hia  arm  to-bxak. 
Durate  non  to  Gamelyn  seye  but  good, 
For-fered  of  the  company  that  withoute  stood. 
Gamelyn  aette  him  doun  in  the  justices  aete, 
And  aire  Ote  his  brother  by  him,  and  Adam  at  hia 

feet 
Whan  Gamelyn  was  i-set  in  the  justices  atede, 
Herkneth  of  a  bourde  that  Gamelyn  dede. 
He  leet  fetre  the  justice  and  his  fials  brother, 
And  dede  hem  come  to  the  barre,  that  oon  with  thai 

other* 
Tho  Gamelyn  hadde  thus  y-doon,  had  he  no  reat» 
Til  he  had  enquered  who  was  on  the  quest 
For  to  deme  lus  brother,  sir  Ote,  for  to  honge; 
£r  he  wiste  which  they  were  it  thoughte  fol  longa 


I  Th«  Terdtot  if  ddivwud. 
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But  M  flone  m  Gamelyn  wiste  wher  they  were^ 
He  dede  hem  eyerichoue  fetere  in  feere, 
And  bringen  hem  to  the   bane,  and  aette  h«m  in 
rewe;  [achrewe.* 

« B7  my  fidih  I*  aejde  the  justice,  Hhe  acherreTe  ia  a 
Than  aeyde  Oamelyn  to  the  justise, 
'  Thou  haat  y-geve  domea  of  the  won  afsiae, 
And  the  twelve  sisoura  that  weren  of  the  queate, 
They  achul  ben  hanged  this  day,  so  have  I  reste.' 
Thanne  aeide  the  acherreve  to  yonge  Gamelyn, 
'  Lord  I  cry  the  mercy,  brother  art  thou  myn.* 
*  Therfore,*  a^de  Qamelyn,  '  have  thou  Cristea  ours. 
For  and  thou  were  maiater,  yit  I  achulde  have  wora.* 
But  for  to  make  abort  tale,  and  nought  to  tarie  longer 
He  ordeyned  him  a  queste^  of  his  men  so  stronge; 
The  juatftoe  and  the  acherreve  bothe  honged  hye^ 
To  weyven  with  ropes  and  with  the  wynd  diye; 
And  the  twelve  sisoura,  aorwe  have  that  rekkel 
Alle  they  were  hanged  faate  by  the  nekke. 
Thus  ended  the  fills  knight  with  his  trecoherie^ 
That  ever  had  i-lad  his  fyf  in  falsnea  and  folye; 
He  was  hanged  by  the  nek,  and  nought  by  the  pura^ 
That  waa  the  meede  that  he  had  for  ius  fiuires  cura. 
Sir  Ote  waa  eldeat^  and  Oamelyn  waa  ying, 
They  wenten  with  here  freendes  even  to  the  kyng; 
They  made  peea  with  the  kyng  of  the  best  asaiaa 
The  kyng  loved  wel  air  Ote,  and  made  him  a  justiae. 
And  aft^  the  kyng  made  Gamelyn,  both  in  eat  anJ 
Ohef  justice  of  al  his  fre  forest  ;*  [west, 

Alle  Lis  wighte  jrooge  men  the  kyng  forgaf  here  gilt^ 
And  aitthen  in  good  office  the  kyng  hem  hath  i-pilt. 

1  Ha  ohoM  ft  Jury* 
<  TUf  if  tiM  anal  Unouenunt  of  ftll  the  Ulet  of  thli  dais,  and  it 
tuj  pooibly  ba  ftmnded  apon  fact.  For  it  might  be  eound  poUey  oa 
Om  kiag^  put  to  enlist  the  lenricea  of  a  bold  and  popular  outlaw,  like 
Oamcij^  In  tho  eanea  of  order,  at  a  time  when  penonal  raloiir  and 
daring  were  often  able  to  eet  the  law  at  defiance.  An  honett  but  Inex* 
pvrlencod  and  nnwarlike  magistrate  would  have  been  of  Tevy  little  «•• 
In  a  fiMMt  In  Nottingiuunshire  iu  the  Uiirtecnth  sentury. 
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Tims  TTMi  Oamdyn  his  lond  alhd  Bis  leede, 

AjoA  wrak  him  of  his  enemjB^  and  qujt  hem  hert 

meed«^ 
And  sire  Ote  hii  brother  made  him  his  heir, 
Axid  siththen  vedded  GamelTzi  a  wjf  bothe  good  and 

feyr; 
They  lyreden  togidere  whil  that  Crist  wolde^ 
And  aiihen  was  Game!  jn  graven  nnder  molds. 
And  so  schal  we  alle,  may  ther  no  man  fle: 
God  biyng  ua  to  the  joje  that  ever  sohal  be! 


THE  MAN  OF  LAWES  FROLOGE. 

OWRE  Hoste  sawh  that  the  brighte  sonne 
The  arke  of  his  artificial  day  hekth  i-nmne 
The  fourthe  part,  of  half  an  hour  and  more ; 
And  though  he  were  nat  depe  expert  in  lore. 
He  wist  it  was  the  eiglitetene  day^ 
Of  April,  that  is  messanger  to  J£aj  ; 
And  sawe  wel  that  the  schade  of  every  tree 
Was  in  the  lengthe  the  same  quantite 
That  was  the  body  erecte,  that  caused  it ; 
And  therfore  by  the  schadwe  he  took  his  wit, 
That  PhebuSy  which  that  sclioon  so  fair  and  bright. 
Degrees  was  five  and  fourty  clombe  on  hight; 
And  for  that  day,  as  in  that  latitude, 
It  was  ten  of  the  dokke,  he  gan  conclude; 
And  sodeynly  he  plight  his  hors  aboute. 
*  Lordynges,'  quod  he,  '  I  wame  you  al  the  route^ 
The  fourthe  party  of  this  day  is  goon ; 
Now,  for  the  love  of  God  and  of  seint  Jon, 
Leseth  no  tyme,  as  ferforth'  as  ye  may, 
Lordynges,  the  tyme  passcth  night  and  day, 

>  Xigktelmte.   This  is  the  reading  in  which  the  HSS.  seem  mostly  to 
agree.     The  MS.  HarL  reads  thrfitenthe.     lyrwhitt  has  eighU  and  I 

s  The  Harl.  MS.  reads,  fbrthe.     Ftrfbrth  in  the  text  is  talcen  from 
Tyrwhitt,  and  Is  probably  correct,  as  a(;reeing  better   both  with  tht 
)aadmetr«.  . 
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And  stelith  fro  us,  what  pryvelj  slepyngy 
And  wliat  thurgli  necligeDce  in  oure  wakyog, 
Ag  doth  the  streem,  that  torneth  never  agajn 
Descendyng  fro  the  moonteyn  into  plaj^u. 
Wei  can  Senek  and  many  philosopher 
Bjwajlen  time,  more  than  gold  in  cofra 
For  losse  of  catel  may  recovered  be, 
But  losse  of  tyme.schendeth  us,  quod  he. 
It  wil  nat  come  agayn,  withoute  drede, 
Nomore  than  wol  Malkyns  maydenhede,* 
Whan  sche  had  lost  it  in  hir  wantownesae. 
Let  us  nat  mowlen  thus  in  ydelnesse. 

'  Sir  Man  of  Lawe  *  quod  he,  'so  have  ye  blisse 
Telle  us  a  tale  anon,  as  forward  ya. 
Ye  be  submitted  thurgh  your  ire  assent 
To  stonden  in  this  cas  at  my  juggement. 
Acquyteth  yow,  and  holdeth  youre  byheste; 
Than  have  ye  doon  your  devour  atte  leste.' 

*  Host,*  quod  he,  '  I>e  par  Dieux  jeo  aaamUe^ 
To  breke  forward  is  nat  myn  entent 
Byheste  is  dette,  and  I  wol  holde  fayn 
Al  mj  byhest,  I  can  no  better  sayn. 
For  such  lawe  as  a  man  geveth  another  wighi^ 
He  schuld  himselve  usen  it  by  right. 
Thus  wol  oure  text  :*  but  nathel^  certeyn 
I  can  right  now  non  other  tale  seyn, 

■  A  proTtfUal  phnMb  ooouring,  m  Tjrnrhitt  obttrret*  la  Mm 

•T«  bATt  BO  mora  merit 
Of  mMse  ne  o£  hoares. 
Than  Malkyn  of  bin  maidenhood 
Tliat  no  man  desireth.' 

s  Th9  Rari.  KS.fndBDqtardeux%  auent;  that  in  tht  testis  ikken 
IKtt  ^rwhitt.  Tha  lawyer  ia  thua  made  eharaeterfsttoally  to  use  the 
law  terms  in  Frenclt^  which  was  then  the  language  of  the  eomtih 
thoogh  JT statute,  passed  i6  Edward  III^  enacted  that  all  pleas  siioold 
Im  pleadMi  in  English}.  This  was  not,  however,  generally  enibroedA 
•rea  in  the  time  of  Sit,  John  ForteseneX  a  hundred  jeais  later^^ 
Hallam,  J^iC  ABd.  Jget,  tol.  i.  c.  i. «  5s. 

s^^Tbe  Man  of  Lawe  is  tinctured  with  the  pedantry  of  his  piuMsloii 
sad  thinks  .that  no  rsasoa  is  good  ualesa  sanctioned  bj  some  cntfaorltl 
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That*  Chancer,  thay  he  can  but  Icwedlf 

On  metres  and  on  rymyng  craftelj, 

Hath  seyd  hem  in  such  Engliscli  as  he  can. 

Of  olde  tyme,  as  knowcih  many  man. 

And  gif  he  have  nought  sayd  hem,  Iccye  brother. 

In  o  bok,  he  liath  scyd  hem  in  another. 

For  he  hath  told  of  lovers  up  and  doun. 

Moo  than  Ovido  made  of  mencioun* 

In  his  Epistclles,  that  ben  so  olde. 

What  schuld  I  tollcn  hem,  nyn  tliey  be  toldel 

In  yonthe  he  made'  of  Coys  and  AU-iouii, 

And  siththe  hath  he  spoke  of  cvcryclion 

These  noble  wyfcs,  and  these  lovers  ccke^ 

Who  so  wole  his  large  volume  seeke, 

Cleped  the  seintes  legcndc  of  Cujude;* 

Ther  may  he  see  the  large  wonndcs  wydft 

Of  Lucresse,  and  of  Babiloun  Tysbce; 

The  sorwe  of  Dido  for  the  fals  Enee; 

The  tree  of  PhilkiS  for  hir  Demeplion; 

The  pleynt  of  Dyanc*  and  of  Ermyon, 

Of  Adrian,*  and  of  Ys}i)hilco ; 

The  barreyn  yle  stoudyng  in  the  see; 

The  dreynt  Lcandcre  for  his  fayre  Erro; 

The  teeres  of  Eleyn,  and  cck  the  ^oo 

1  Tyrwhltt  reads  but  from  one  MS.  The  rpn«1in?  In  the  text  l«  (mod 
English  ot  tb«  time,  bat  the  modi-m  conioinirtinn  would  re«iuirc  a 
Degatire.  '  A  transposition  for  mfulvnuntUmnf, 

^  Made  means  lerote  poetry.  MUxr  was  a  cotnrnun  word  in  the 
middle  ages  for  a  poet.  Of  the  1o%'rrs  here  mcntionrd  only  scvin  arc 
found  iu  the  SaiiOeM  Letftndt  pfCupiiir,  otherwiM*  I  ho  LrgttMk  of  (>'*»U 
iroffien,  in  which  arc  the  stories  of  CKo]iatra  and  l'hiiftin«'no.nieniiln,; 
Philomela,  not  mentioned  here.  They  are  all  taken  from  Uvid's  y/t- 
roides  9we  Epislola, 

*  It  appears  that  this  was  one  name  of  the  poem  which  is  now  knowp 
by  the  title  of  the  Lerjcude  of  Gode  H'omen.  litis  iiaiu«  i«  who  <>x  ntitflc 
of.tlifi.wJiy  in  which  Chaucer  ent4«rcd  into  the  i*|)irit  of  Um»  iM^MtWii 
pantheism*  as  a  real  form  of  religion,  llu  considers  tiuMi  ]M»rM>iM,  wlio 
luflered  for  love,  to  have  been  saints  and  martyrs  for  Cupid,  jost  as 
Peter  and  I'aul  and  Cyprian  were  martyrs  forCliriAt. 

A  Dcjanira,  pronounced  (like  Italian)  Dt-^anira,  and  so  written  by 
ryrwhitt. 

*  Ariadne.    The  other  misspcUinga  artobTioni. 
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Of  Biyxseyde,  and  of  Ledomia 

The  cruelte  of  the  queen  Medea, 

The  litel  children  hangyng  bj  the  hala. 

For  thilke  Jason,  that  was  of  lore  so  fala. 

0  Ypermjstre,  PenoUope,  and  Alceste, 
Youre  wyfhood  he  comendeth  with  the  beain 
Bat  oerteynly  no  worde  writeth  he 

Of  thilke  wikked  ensample  of  Canace, 
That  loved  hir  owen  brother  synfiilly; 
On  whiche  corsed  stories  I  seye  fy; 
Or  elles  of  Tyro  Appoloneua,^ 
How  that  the  carsed  kyng  Anteochns 
Byreft  his  doughter  of  hir  maydenheda^ 
That  is  so  horrible  a  tale  for  to  reede^ 
Whan  he  hir  threw  upon  the  paxnent. 
And  therfore  he  of  ful  avysement 
Wold  never  wryte  in  non  of  his  sexmonna 
Of  such  nnkynde  abhominacionns; 
Ke  I  wol  non  reherse,  if  that  I  may. 
But  of  my  tale  how  schal  I  do  this  day  f 
Me  were  loth  to  be  lykned  douteles 
To  Musea^  that  men  clepen  Pyerides.' 
{M€ihamorpkMito9  wot  what  I  mene); 
Bat  nathelea  I  recche  nat  a  bene. 
They  I  come  after  him  with  hawe-baikey* 

1  speke  in  prose,  and  let  him  xymes  make.*^ 

1  TIm  romance  of  JkjpcOoniMf^T^rt  existed  in  Latin  beftnv  aj>.  900 
A  Saxon  tranalation  (which  hen  been  edited  by  Thorpe)  la  prcaarrad 
la  the  libraij  of  Corpus  ChriMti,  Cam.  The  story  Is  found  in  the  Qaim 
Bomanorum,  and  in  GoweTs  Con/estiio  Amantis;  was  translated  Into 
barbarous  Orsek  by  the  fugitives  iVom  Constantinople  in  the  fifteenth 
•entnry  i  was  one  of  the  earliest  printed  books ;  and  forms  the  basis  of  tha 
pUy  of  iVfitetff ,  Prinee  of  Tyrt,  ascribed  to  Shakespeare.-— See  Wastoii. 

s  He  rather  means,  I  think,  the  daughters  of  Piems,  who  conteadad 
With  the  Muses,  and  were  changed  into  pies.  OTid.,Afe<.  T.^T. 

•  This  word  has  pussled  Tyrwhitt  and  all  the  commentator*.  It 
appaara  to  be  a  itaim  of*  hark  back/  a  term  in  hunting,  by  which  tlie 
liewids  ase  wiled  baek.  [The  explanation  hark  badt  cannot  stand;  ttia 
IHd.  Eaglisb  for  that  wouki  be  furit  bak,  whldrcannotrtiyme  with  moM. 
The  expression  in  tlie  text  is  correct,  and  merely  means  *  baked  hnw^' 
U.  plain,  homely  taxs.  We  have  eridencs  that  hawa  were  eaten. 
-W.W.S.) 

«  The  lawfsr  says,  *I  have  no  scruple  in  liurruwing  «■§  eC  Chanov^ 
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And  "wiih  that  wmdy  he  with  a  aobre  dnow 
^gan  his  tale^  as  je  schal  after  heera. 


THE  ICAK  OF  LAWSS  TALE* 

[If  B.  Wbight  supposes  this  tale  to  hsTe  been  derived  fivm  a 
French  Tomsnoe,  and  traces  its  seTeral  incidents  toTsrions 
medisBval  storiesj  axnoogst  which  he  ennmerates  the  romanoes 
of  JEmare,  in  Ritson's  ^Uection ;  that  of  the  CkevaiiUr  am 
Cign€9  and  the  still  older  Saxon  romance  of  King  Cfffh  F*^ 
senred  in  a  Latin  form  by  Matthew  Paris  \  the  RmMtn  de  la 
VioUtU:  Le  Bom  Florence  of  Romet  also  in  lUtsons  a 
chapter  of  Vincent  of  Beauvaie  ;  and  the  Oeeta  Samanoramf 
that  inexhaustible  treasure-house  of  fiction.  Tyrwhitt  says 
it  is  taken,  with  little  yariation,  horn  (Power's  Confkesio 
Amaniiif  which  was  written,  as  its  author  states,  in  the  six* 
tcenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  1399-3,  and  therefors 
before  the  probable  date  of  The  Canterbury  Talee.  Upon 
the  lines  in  the  prologue  beginning, '  But  certeynly  no  words 
writeth  he,*  Tyrwhitt  founded  a  conjecture  that  the  friendship 
which  had  subsisted  between  the  two  poets  was  interrupted  in 
their  old  age,  which  he  thinks  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  in 
the  copies  of  the  Confessio  Amaniis  made  subsequently  to  the 
accession  of  Henry  lY.,  Gower  omitted  some  verses  in  praiw 
of  Chaucer.  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  to  whom  all  admirers  of  the 
poet  are  deeply  indebted  for  his  complete  demolition  of  the 
nnfoundeil  theories  of  his  predecessors,  states  his  opinion  that 
TjTwhitt's  grounds  for  this  supposition  are  'very  light;*  and 
that  'he  has  answered  his  own  suggestion;  for  he  justly 
sbserres  that  Chaucer  could  not  have  meant  to  show  disiespect 
lo  Gower  in  a  piece  in  which,  like  The  Man  of  Zawee  Talop 
almost  every  incident  is  borrowed  irom  Gower;'  and  that 'the 
omission  of  the  lines  alluded  to  in  the  late  copy  of  the  Cot^ 

tales  entire,  beeaiiM  107  biuiD«M,  as  a  lawjrar.  is  to  talk  in  proM  1  Ua 
sa  a  poet,  to  make  riqroes.* 


/-•f 
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But  aa  flone  as  Oamelyn  wiste  wher  they  were^ 
He  dede  hem  everichoue  fetere  in  feere, 
And  bringen  hem  to  the   bane,  and  sette  hem  in 
rewe;  [schrewe.* 

*  B7  my  fidth  1*  sejde  the  justice,  'the  BcherreTe  is  a 
Than  seyde  Oamelyn  to  the  justiae, 

'  Thou  hast  y-geve  domes  of  the  won  afsise, 
And  the  twelve  sisours  that  weren  of  the  queste, 
They  schul  ben  hanged  this  day,  so  have  I  reste.' 
Thanne  seide  the  scheireve  to  yonge  Gameljm, 
'  Lord  I  cry  the  mercy,  brother  art  thou  myn.* 

*  Therfore,*  seyde  Oamelyn,  '  have  thou  Cristes  curs, 
For  and  thou  were  maister,  yit  I  schulde  have  wors.' 
But  for  to  make  short  tale,  and  nought  to  tarie  longs^ 
He  ordeyned  him  a  queste^  of  his  men  so  stronge; 
The  justioe  and  the  acheneve  bothe  honged  hye^ 

To  weyven  with  ropes  and  with  the  wynd  diye; 
And  the  twelve  sIsoutb,  sorwe  have  that  rekkel 
Alle  ihey  were  hanged  faste  by  the  nekke. 
Thus  ended  the  fills  knight  with  his  trecoherie^ 
That  ever  had  i-4ad  his  lyf  in  fiilsnes  and  folye; 
He  was  hanged  by  the  nek,  and  nought  by  the  purs. 
That  was  the  meede  that  he  had  for  his  fiuires  cuis. 
Sir  Ote  was  eldest^  and  Oamelyn  was  ying. 
They  wenten  with  here  freendes  even  to  the  kyng; 
They  made  pees  with  the  kyng  of  the  best  assiaeu 
The  kyng  loved  wel  sir  Ote,  and  made  him  a  justiae. 
And  aft^  the  kyng  made  Oamelyn,  both  in  est  an  J 
Ohef  justioe  of  al  his  fre  forest ;'  [^sat^ 

Alle  his  wlghte  yooge  men  the  kyng  forgaf  here  gilt. 
And  sitthen  in  good  office  the  kyng  hem  hath  i-pilt. 

1  HaehOMftJuT. 
<  TUf  if  tiM  nful  iinouenufU  of  all  the  tales  of  thiielatt.  and  it 
BMf  poMlbly  ba  founded  apon  fact.  For  it  might  be  Mund  policy  on 
Om  ttifl^  part  to  enlist  the  services  of  a  bold  and  popular  outlaw,  lika 
Oamdyn,  In  tho  canss  of  order,  at  a  time  when  personal  Talour  aii4 
daring  wcrs  often  able  to  set  the  law  at  defiance.  An  honest  bat  Inez, 
pvrlenced  and  unwarlike  magistrate  would  have  been  of  very  little  nae 
In  a  fimst  la  Nottinghamshire  ia  tlie  tiiirteenth  scntury. 
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TIras  ynn  Oamdyn  his  lond  alhd  Bis  leede, 

And  wrak  him  of  his  enemjB^  and  qujt  hem  hert 

meed«^ 
And  ore  Ote  his  brother  made  him  his  heir, 
And  aiththen  vedded  Gamelyn  a  wjf  bothe  good  and 

feyr; 
They  lyreden  togidere  whil  that  Crist  wolde, 
And  sithen  was  Gamel jn  graven  nnder  molda. 
And  80  sohal  ve  alle,  may  ther  no  man  fle: 
God  hiyng  ua  to  the  joje  that  ever  sohal  be! 


f/ 


THE  MAN  OF  LAWES  PR0L06E. 

OWBE  Hoste  sawh  that  the  brighte  sonne 
The  arke  of  his  artificial  day  mtth  i-ronne 
The  fonrthe  part,  of  half  an  hour  and  more; 
And  though  he  were  nat  depe  expert  in  lore, 
He  wist  it  was  the  eiglitetene  day^ 
Of  April,  that  is  messanger  to  May; 
And  sawe  wel  that  the  schade  of  every  tree 
Was  in  the  lengthe  the  same  quantite 
That  was  the  l^dy  erecte,  that  caused  it ; 
And  therfore  by  the  schadwe  he  took  his  wit, 
That  Phebus,  which  that  schoon  so  fair  and  bright. 
Degrees  was  five  and  fourty  dombe  on  hight; 
And  for  that  day,  as  in  that  latitude, 
It  was  ten  of  the  olokke,  he  gan  oondude; 
And  sodeynly  he  plight  his  hors  aboate. 
'  Lordyngcs,*  quod  he,  '  I  wame  you  al  the  route^ 
The  fourthe  party  of  this  day  is  goon ; 
Now,  for  the  love  of  God  and  of  seint  Jon, 
Leseth  no  tyme,  as  ferforth'  as  ye  may, 
Lordynges,  the  tyme  passcth  night  and  day, 

>  Miffkteiene.  This  is  the  reading  in  which  the  MSS.  seem  mostly  to 
Agree.     The  MS.  HarL  reads  threttenth6,     T/rwhitt  has  tighU  and 

>  The  Harl.  MS.  reads,  fbrtht.  FeHbrih  In  the  text  Is  talcen  from 
Tyrwhitt,  and  is  probably  correct,  as  a(;reeing  better  both  with  the 
icaie  tad  metre.  . 
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But  as  Bone  m  Gkunelyn  wiste  wher  they  were^ 
He  dede  hem  everichoue  fetere  in  feere, 
And  bringen  hem  to  the   baR6|  and  sette  hem  in 
rewe;  [achrewe.* 

'By  my  &ith  P  seyde  the  justice,  'the  acherreye  ia  m 
Than  aeyde  Gamelyn  to  the  justiae, 
'  Thou  hAst  y-geve  domea  of  the  wora  asaiae, 
And  the  twelve  aiaoura  that  weren  of  the  queaie, 
They  achul  ben  hanged  this  day,  ao  have  I  reste.' 
Thanne  seide  the  acherreve  to  yonge  Gamelyn, 

*  Lord  I  ciy  the  mercy,  brother  art  thou  mjuJ 

*  Therfore,'  aeyde  Gamelyn,  '  have  thou  Cristea  cura, 
For  and  thou  were  maiater,  yit  I  achulde  have  wora.* 
But  for  to  make  abort  tale,  and  nought  to  tarie  longer 
He  ordeyned  him  a  queate^  of  his  men  ao  stronge; 
The  juatioe  and  the  acherreve  bothe  honged  hye^ 

To  wevven  with  ropes  and  with  the  wynd  drye; 
And  the  twelve  aiaouia,  aorwe  have  that  rekkel 
Alle  they  were  hanged  faate  by  the  nekke. 
Thoa  ended  the  fiila  knight  with  his  treocherie. 
That  ever  had  i-Iad  his  lyf  in  faisnea  and  folye; 
He  was  hanged  by  the  nek,  and  nought  by  the  pun» 
That  waa  the  meede  that  he  had  for  hia  fiidrea  curs. 
Sir  Ote  waa  eldest^  and  Gamelyn  waa  ying. 
They  wenten  with  here  freendea  even  to  ^e  kyng; 
They  made  peea  with  the  kyng  of  the  beat  aaaiaei 
The  hyng  loved  wel  air  Ote,  and  made  him  a  justiae. 
And  after  the  kyng  made  Gamelyn,  both  in  eat  anJ 
Ohef  justice  of  al  his  fre  forest;*  [west» 

Alle  hia  wighte  yoDge  men  the  kyng  forgaf  here  gUt^ 
And  aitthen  in  good  office  the  kyng  hem  hath  i-pilt. 

^  HaohoMaJarj. 
t  TUi  It  th*  usual  iin<memeta  of  mil  the  UIm  of  this  olan.  and  it 
aitf  pOMlblf  1m  ftMinded  apon  fact.  For  it  might  be  eound  poUey  on 
flio  kiBgli  part  to  enlist  the  lerrieet  of  a  bold  and  popular  outlaw,  like 
Gamelya,  in  the  eawe  of  order,  at  a  time  when  peraonal  Talour  and 
daring  were  often  able  to  eet  the  law  at  defiance.  An  honett  bat  incs« 
pvrienced  and  anwarlike  magistrate  would  have  been  of  Tery  little  warn 
iu  ft  fimil  in  Nottingliamthire  in  the  UUrteenth  scntary. 
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ThoB  wan  Gamdyn  liis  lond  alhd  Ida  leade. 

And  wrak  him  of  his  enemjB,  and  qnjt  liem  hm% 

meedc^ 
And  sire  Ote  bis  brother  made  him  his  heir. 
And  nththen  vedded  Gramel jn  a  wyf  bothe  good  and 

Ther  Ijreden  togidere  whil  that  Crist  wolde^ 
And  nthen  was  Qameljn  graven  under  molds. 
And  so  sdhal  we  alle,  may  tber  no  man  fle: 
God  bryng  us  to  the  joye  that  ever  sohal  bol 


r^ 


THE  SCAN  OF  LAWES  FROLOGE. 

OWRE  Koste  sawh  that  the  brighte  sonne 
The  arke  of  his  artificial  day  hath  i-ronne 
The  fourthe  part,  of  half  an  hour  and  more; 
And  though  he  were  nat  depe  expert  in  lore. 
He  wist  it  was  the  eiglitetene  day^ 
Of  April,  that  is  messanger  to  May; 
And  sawe  wel  that  the  achade  of  every  tree 
Was  in  the  lengthe  the  same  quantite 
That  was  the  body  erecte,  that  caused  it ; 
And  therfore  by  the  sehadwe  he  took  his  wit, 
That  Phebus,  which  that  schoon  so  fair  and  bright^ 
Degrees  was  five  and  fourty  clombe  on  hight; 
And  for  that  day,  as  in  that  latitude, 
It  was  ten  of  the  clokke,  he  gan  conclude; 
And  sodeynly  he  plight  his  hors  aboute. 
'  Lordyngcs,'  quod  he,  '  I  wame  you  al  the  route^ 
The  fourthe  party  of  this  day  is  goon ; 
Now,  for  the  love  of  God  and  of  seint  Jon, 
Leseth  no  tyme,  as  ferforth'  as  ye  may, 
Lordynges,  the  tyme  passeth  night  and  day, 

>  XighteUne,  This  ii  the  reading  in  which  the  MSS.  teem  moitly  to 
agree.     The  MS.  HarL  reads  threttenthe,     lyrwhltt  baa  eigkU  and 

*  The  Harl.  MS.  reads,  fbrthe,  Ferforth  in  the  text  Is  tal&en  ftom 
Tyrwhitt,  and  is  probably  correct,  aa  agreeinf  better  both  wtth  thi 
•enw  aad  metr«.  . 
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And  seyed  hem  oerteyn,  bat  he  might  have  grace 
To  have  Constance  withinne  a  litel  space, 
He  nas  but  deed,  and  charged  hem  in  hyghe 
To  schapen  for  his  lyf  som  remedje. 

Dyverse  men  divers  thinges  seyde,^ 
The  ai^mentes  casten  np  and  down ; 
Many  a  subtyl  resoun  forth  they  leyden; 
They  spekyn  of  mogike,  and  of  abusioun; 
Bat  finally,  as  in  concluaioan, 
They  can  nought  seen  in  that  non  aTaantage, 
Ne  in  non  other  wey,  save  in  mariage. 

Then  sawgh  they  therein  such  difficulte 
By  vey  of  resoun,  to  speke  it  al  playn, 
Bycaose  that  ther  was  such  dyversite 
Bitwen  here  bothe  lawes,  as  they  sayn, 
They  trowe  that '  no  cristen  prince  wold  £eiyn 
Wedden  his  child  under  our  lawe  swete, 
That  OS  waa  taught  by  Mahoun*  oure  prophete. 

And  he  answerde :  *  Bather  than  I  lese 
Constance,  I  wol  be  cristen  doubteles; 
I  moot  be  heres,  I  may  non  other  cheese; 
I  pray  you  haldeth  your  arguments  in  pees^ 
Saveth  my  lyf,  and  beth  nat  recheles. 
Gk>th,  geteth  hire  that  hath  my  lyf  in  core^ 
For  in  this  wo  I  may  no  lenger  dure.* 

What  needeth  gretter  dilatacioun  Y 
I  say,  by  tretys  and  ambassatrye, 
And  by  the  popes  mediacioun, 
And  al  the  chirche,  and  al  the  chyvaltye, 
That  in  destruocioun  of  mawmetrye, 
And  in  encresse  of  Cristes  lawe  deere, 
lliey  ben  aoordid,  as  ye  schal  after  heeie, 


>  Tbla  ii  an  txampte  of  the  wmy  in  which  the  inllaetloiit  of  tk«  ▼«% 
wcngnidiuair  disiued.  The  n  is  dropped  in  the  word  aegdg,  while  il 
ii  retained  in  leydeti,  two  lines  lower  down  :  in  gpeaking,  both  wotde 
were  pronoonoed  alike,  aa  appears  bj  the  fStct  that  they  are  bumU  to 
Ihjflis  together. 

i  Xahonet,  aometimef  written  JUUcwmL 
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Bow  that  the  sondan  and  his  baronage^ 
And  alle  his  lieges  schuld  i-crystned  be. 
And  he  schal  have  Constance  in  maiisgc^ 
And  oerteyn  gold,  I  not  what  qnantite, 
And  therfore  fbunden  they  suffisant  senite. 
This  same  acord  was  sworn  on  every  syde; 
Now,  fair  Constance,  almighty  God  the  gaydei 

Now  wolde  som  men  wayten,  as  I  gesse^ 
That  I  schnlde  tellen  al  the  pnrvyaunce, 
That  themperour  of  his  gret  noblesse 
Hath  schapen  for  his  doughter  dame  Constannosk 
Wei  may  men  knowe  that  so  gret  ordyna\inoe 
May  no  man  telle  iu  so  litel  a  claase. 
As  was  arrayed  for  so  high  a  cause. 

Bisschops^  ben  schapen  with  hir  for  to  wende^ 
Lordes,  ladyes,  and  knightes  of  renoun, 
And  other  folk  ynowe,  this  is  the  ende. 
And  noteficd  is  thurghout  the  toon. 
That  every  wight  with  gret  devocioun 
Schulde  preye  Crist,  that  he  this  manage 
Beceyre  in  gree,  and  spede  this  vinge. 

The  day  is  come  of  hire  departyng, 
Q  say  the  woful  day  that  than  is  oome) 
xhat  ther  may  be  no  longer  tarryyng, 
But  forthe-ward  they  dresse  hem  alle  and  somei, 
Constance,  that  with  sorwe  is  overcome, 
Ful  pale  arist,  and  dresseth  hir  to  wende. 
For  wel  sche  saugh  thor  nas  non  other  ende. 

Alias!  what  wonder  is  it  though  sche  wepte^ 
That  schal  be  sent  to  straunge  naoioun, 
Fro  freendes,  that  so  tenderly  hir  kepte^ 
And  to  be  bounde  undur  subjeccioun 
Of  oon  sche  knew  nat  his  condiciounf 


I  80  whcB  Ethelbert  muried  Bertha,  daixc:hter  of  the  Chrlstltn  King 
Chftiibert,  she  brought  with  her,  to  Uie  court  of  her  husband,  a  GalllcAQ 
bishop  named  Leudhard,  who  was  permitted  to  celebrate  maat  la  tht 
t  British  Cbnivh  of  St  Uartin,  near  Canteittuj. 
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Housbondes  hem.  al  goode,  and  ban  be  yore  f 
That  knowen  wyfes,  I  dar  say  no  more. 

'  FadM"/  Bcbe  seid,  Hhj  wreoched  child  CodsUuimm^ 
Thy  yonge  doughter  fostred  up  so  softe^ 
Axid  ye,  my  mooder,  my  soyerayn  plesatmoe 
Oyer  al  thmg;  outaken  Criste  on  lofte,* 
Constannoe  your  child  hir  recomaundeth  ofke 
Unto  your  grace;  for  I  schal  into  Surrye^ 
Ne  schal  I  neyer  see  you  more  with  ye. 

'  Alias  1  unto  the  Barbre  nacioun 
I  most  anoon,  sethens  it  is  your  wills: 
But  Crista  that  starf  for  our  redempdoun. 
So  gere  me  grace  his  hestes  to  fulfiUe, 
I,  wxecched  womman,  no  fors  they  I  spille!' 
Wommen  ben  bom  to  thialdam  and  penaunca^ 
And  to  ben  under  mannes  goTemaunoe.' 

I  trowe  at  Troye  whan  Piims  brak  the  wal, 
Or  Tleon  that  braid,  Thebes  the  oitee,* 
Ne  at  Bome  for  the  harme  thurgh  Hanibal, 
That  Bomaynes  have  yenquysshed  tymes  thre^ 
Nas  herd  such  tender  wepyng  for  pite. 
As  in  the  chambur  was  for  hLr  partyng; 
But  forth  sche  moot,  whether  sche  weep  or  s^ng. 

O  firste  mevyng  cruel  firmament. 
With  thi  diurnal  swough  that  crowdest  ay. 
And  hurlest  al  fro  est  to  Occident 
That  naturelly  wold  hold  another  way; 
Thyn  crowdyng  sette  the  heyen  in  such  anay 
At  the  bygynnyng  of  this  fiers  yiage, 
That  cruel  Marts  hath  slayn  this  nuoxiage. 

Lifortunat  ascendent  tortuous, 
Of  which  the  lordes  helples  fidle,  alias! 
Out  of  his  angle  into  the  derkest  hou& 


1 

<Baw^Gbrlflon]klslu  >  NomiUtar  tho^Xptffih. 

«  Or  St  nion  that  taned  (or  wts  burnt),  or  st  tte  city  «r 
TlM  line  would  bo  improYod  bj  Kodiof— 

•  Or  SoQQ  bfoat.  or  Tbota  tbo  oltMi; 
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0  Marie  Atte8ere»'  m  in  this  oaas; 

O  feble  lufioijo,  nnhappjr  been  thi  pMu^ 
Thoa  knettent  the  ther  thou  art  nat  recejved, 
Ther  thoa  vere  wel  fro  thennes  artow  wejvtJL 

Imprudent  emperour  of  Borne,  alias  1 
Was  ther  no  philosopher  in  al  thy  toonf 
Is  no  tyme  bet  than  other  in  sudbi  casst 
Of  viage  is  ther  noon  eleeeioun. 
Namlj  to  folk  of  heigh  condicioun, 
Nought  whan  a  roote  is  of  a  birthe  i-knowe  t 
Allaa  I  we  ben  to  lowed,  and  eek  to  slowa 

To  sehippe  is  brought  this  woful  £ure  majdo 
Solempnelj,  with  every  ciroumstaunoe. 
*  Now  Jhesa  Crist  so  be  with  you,*  sche  sayda 
Ther  nys  nomor,  but  £uwcl,  fiur  Oustaunoe ; 
8he  peyneth  hire  to  make  ^>od  contienaunoe. 
And  forth  I  lete  hire  sayle  in  this  manera^ 
And  torne  I  wol  agein  to  my  matiere. 

The  moder  of  the  so  wdan,  f  ul  of  vioe% 
Aspyed  hath  hir  sones  playn  entente, 
How  he  wol  lete  his  olde  sacrifices  ;* 
And  right  anoon  sche  for  hir  oounseil  sent. 
And  they  ben  come,  to  knowe  what  sche  ment ; 
And  whan  assembled  was  this  folk  in  fere, 
Sche  sette  hir  doun,  and  sayd  as  ye  schal  hoereu 

1  lytwhitt,  who  reads'  O  Man,0  Atysor;  adcBOwIedges  himneU  at  • 
km  to  cboom  betw'oen  tlM  diflteent  readlagt  of  tida  paani^  [The  right 
readinic  is  *0  Mars,  O  Atazir.*  O  Aiazir  ii»e*ns  oh!  avil  in(lu«noe!  Tha 
word  ia  Arabia,  with  Spanish  speiliug ;  tee  atacir  U  Dasf.  Glo$tatndu 
JMt  EtpagmtlM  dtVtata  de  I'AraJlrique^  p.  to?^— W.  W.  &] 

t  la  tte  margfai  <>€  tha  TAit^do^me  and  Cottm  MSS.  ia  Iha  foDowlBff 
quotation  iVom  the  Libtr  EleeHonmrn  by  Zael : — ^  Omnea  aant  ooncprdali 
qood  electionea  aint  dcbilea,  nlat  in  divitibaa,*  ht.  Few  would  care  to 
read  the  whole ;  bot  the  meaaing  teenu  to  be  that  the  fortunes  of  peopio 
of  high  eondition  onlf  are  diaeovemUe  by  the  stars.  An  analogy  vuf 
be  obaenred  in  the  superstition  of  the  JScuwAea,  or  shrieking  woman. 
tMtiered  by  tlie  Celta  of  Seotlaad  and  Ireland  to  foretel  the  death  of 
penona  of  BoWe  blood. 

>  The  3Iahomedan  religion  does  not  admit  of  the  idea  of  a  sacrifice  or 
atonement ;  bat  all  ialae  raUgions  wen  oooibuiided  in  the  popuUr 
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'  Lordcs,*  quod  sche, '  ye  knowen  ereiiobm^ 
How  that  mj  sone  in  poynt  is  for  to  iete 
The  holy  lawes  ot  our  Alkaroun/ 
Geven  by  Goddes  messaiigere  Makamete; 
But  oon  avoir  to  grete  God  I  hate. 
The  lyf  schuld  rather  out  of  my  body  sten^ 
Or  Makametes  law  go  out  of  myn  hert 

'  What  schal  us  tyden  of  this  newe  lawe 
But  thraldam  to  oure  body  and  penaunoe, 
And  afterward  in  helle  to  be  drawe, 
For  we  reneyed  Mahound  oure  creannoe  I 
But,  lordes,  wol  ye  maken  assuraunce^ 
As  I  schal  say,  assentyng  to  my  lore  9 
And  I  schal  make  us  sauf  for  evermora* 

They  sworen  and  assenten  every  man 
To  lyf  with  hir  and  dye,  and  by  hir  stonde ; 
And  eTerich  in  the  beste  wise  he  can 
To  strengthen  hir  schal  al  his  frendes  fond«; 
And  sche  hath  emperise  take  on  honde, 
Which  ye  schul  heere  that  I  schal  deryse^ 
And  to  hem  alle  sche  q)ak  in  this  wise  : 

'  We  schul  first  feyne  (ms  enstendom  to  tak«  ;* 
Cold  watir  schal  nat  grere  us  but  a  lite ; 
And  I  schal  such  a  fest  and  revel  make, 
That,  as  I  trow,  I  schal  the  sowdan  quyte; 
For  though  his  wyf  be  ci'istned  never  so  whiter 
Sche  schid  have  neede  to  waisBche  away  the  rede^ 
They  sche  a  font  of  watir  with  hir  leda' 

O  sowdones,  root  oi  iniquite 
Yirago  thou  Scmyram'  the  secounde ; 
O  serpent  under  fenunite, 

>  Th«  KoriB  wti  translated  into  Latls  In  the  tirelftb  mMmfi  tm4 
to  tho  intercouiM  which  at  this  period  was  kei>t  ap  bcttraca  tha  peopU 
«f  Europe  aad  the  Arabs,  Mr.  Hallim  attributea  the  gNal»  though 
•eeret,progf«aaofMeptid8in,  which  maf  be  tneed  In  a  continually 
increaaing  stream  through  the  literature  of  the  niddle  affc^— >H  AU.Aab 
Ut^tktMSd.  Agtt,  Tol.  i.  c.  IL  64. 

3  To  reeeive  baptism. 
9  ^^Uadlng  to  Semlramlf  nurdeilnc  hv  **«w 
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Lyk  tc  the  serpeoit  deep  in  helle  i*boiinde ; 
O  feyned  womman,  alle  that  may  oonfounde 
Vertu  aad  innocence,  thurgh  thy  malice^ 
Is  bred  in  the,  as  neat  of  eveiy  yioa 

O  Satan,  envyons  83m  thilfce  day 
That  thou  were  chased  fro  onre  heritage^* 
Wei  knewest  thou  to  wommeu  the  ol<to  iray. 
Thou  madest  Eve  to  bryng  ns  in  serrage^ 
Thou  wolt  fordoon  this  cristen  mariaga 
Thyn  instrument  so  (weylaway  the  while  1) 
Makestow  of  wommen  whan  thou  wolt  bygyleu 

This  sowdonee,  whom  I  thus  blame  and  waiy 
Let  pryrely  hir  counseil  gon  his  way; 
What  schtdd  I  in  this  tale  lenger  taxy  I 
Sche  rideth  to  the  sowdan  on  a  day, 
And  seyd  him,  that  sche  wold  reney  hir  lay, 
And  cristendam  of  prestos  handes  fonge^ 
Repentyug  hir  sche  hethen  was  so  longe ; 

Bysechyng  him  to  doon  hir  that  honour. 
That  sche  most  have  the  cristen  men  to  feste ; 
'  To  plesen  hem  I  will  do  my  labour.* 
The  sowdan  seith, '  I  wol  do  at  your  heste^* 
And  knelyng,  thanketh  hir  of  that  requeste ; 
So  glad  he  was,  he  nyst  not  what  to  seye. 
Sche  kyst  hir  sone,  and  hom  sche  goth  hir  wejiiL 

Anyved  ben  the  cristen  folke  to  londe 
In  Surry,  with  a  gret  solempne  route^ 
And  hastily  this  sowdan  sent  his  sonde, 
First  to  his  moder,  and  al  the  regno  aboute. 
And  seyd,  his  wyf  was  oomen  out  of  doute^ 
And  preyeth  hir  for  to  ride  agein  the  queene^* 
The  honour  of  his  regno  to  susteene. 

Gret  was  the  prees,  and  riche  waa  thamiry 
Of  Surriens  and  Eomayns  mette  in  feere. 

I  An  aUiisioii  to  Luke  x.  18.    *  I  beheld  Satui  u  lightning  fkll  Atn 
bearen.'    AUo,  llcv.  xii.«  and  other  pa::tfagc9;   the  sooroef  9t  th« 
medlBVal  legend  which  i>ervcd  as  the  fotrndation  of  Paro^uLMi. 
s  To  meet  tha  Queen. 
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The  mooder  of  the  sowdan  riche  and  gof 
Reoeyved  hir  with  al  8o  glad  a  cheere, 
Ab  eny  mooder  might  hir  doughter  deere  ; 
And  to  the  nexte  citee  ther  hjsyde 
A  softe  paas  aolempnelj  thaj  lyde. 

Nought  trow  I  the  triumphe  of  JulinSi 
Of  which  that  Lukan^  maketh  moche  hoB,% 
Was  Ejaller,  ne  more  curious, 
Than  was  thassemble  of  this  blisful  cost. 
But  this  scorpioun,  this  wikked  gooss^ 
The  sowdones,  for  al  hir  flateiyngy 
Cast  under  this  ful  mortally  to  styug. 

The  sowdan  oomth  himself  sone  aiter  this 
80  really,  that  wonder  is  to  telle ; 
And  weloometh  hir  with  al  joy  and  blys. 
And  thus  with  mirth  and  joy  I  let  hem  dwelleb 
The  firuyt  of  this  matier  is  that  I  telle. 
Whan  tyme  com,  men  thought  it  for  the  best 
That  xerel  stynt^  and  men  goon  to  her  rest 

The  tyme  com,  the  olde  sowdonesse 
Ordeyned  hath  this  fest  of  which  I  told ; 
And  to  the  feste  cristen  folk  hem  dresse 
In  general,  bothe  yong  and  old. 
Ther  men  may  fest  and  realte  byholde^ 
And  deyntes  mo  than  I  can  of  deyjBe, 
But  al  to  deere  they  bought  it  ar  they  lysa 

'O  sodeyn  wo !  that  ever  art  suocessour 
To  worldly  blis,  spreynd  is  with  bittemesae 
The  ende  of  oure  joye,  of  cure  worldly  labour , 
Wo  oooupieth  the  fyn  of  oure  gladnesse. 
Herken  this  oounsell  for  thyn  sikemesse ; 
Upon  thyn  glade  dayes  have  in  thi  mynde 
The  unwar  woo  that  cometh  ay  bihynde. 

For  schortly  for  to  tellen  at  o  word. 
The  sowdan  and  the  cnsten  everichone 

>  Lvean,  uthor  of  the  Pharmtta, 
»  Thli  itmai  to  taken  from  diiTcwat  pa  wgeiin  Scriptait    fte?.: 
•Ii  EeelMLZLS. 
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Ben  al  to-hewe  and  stiked  aite  Lord, 
But  it  -were  dame  Constaanoe  allona 
This  olde  so^dones,  this  cursed  crone, 
Hath  with  hir  frendes  doon  thb  cursed  dede^ 
For  ache  hirself  wold  al  the  eontre  lede. 

Ne  ther  was  Surrien  noon  that  was  converted 
That  of  the  counseil  of  the  sowdon  woot^ 
That  he  nas  al  to-hewe  or  he  asterted ; 
And  Constaunce  have  they  take  anon  foot-hoot^* 
And  in  a  schippe,  stereles,  €k>d  it  woot, 
They  have  hir  set,  and  bad  hir  leme  to  sayle 
Out  of  Suny  agein-ward  to  Ytaala 

A  certein  tresour  that  sche  thider  ladder 
Andy  soth  to  sayn,  vitidle  gret  plente, 
They  have  hir  geven,  and  clothes  eek  sche  hadd«^ 
And  forth  sche  sayleth  in  the  salte  see. 
O  my  Constaunce,  ful  of  benignite, 
O  emperoures  youge  donghter  deere^ 
He  that  is  Lord  of  fortun  be  thi  steere  I 

Sche  blesseth  hir,'  and  with  fnl  pitous  roys 
Unto  the  croys  of  Crist  than  seyde  sche : 
*  O  der,  O  welful  auter,  holy  croys» 
Red  of  the  lambes  blood,  ful  of  pite, 
That  wissh  the  world  fro  old  iniquite. 
Me  fro  the  feend  and  fro  his  dowes  keepe, 
That  day  that  I  scLal  drenchen  in  the  deepa 


>  With  an  expedition.  Tynrhitt  uys  that  AatiMe*piftl  hat  the  mom 
meanhig,  and,  therefore,  supposed  that  JbU-kot  is  quasi  fi)ot'ka»a. 
But  from  the  sat^lohied  note  in  the  Xoy  o/IA«  Lagt  Muutrel,  it  would  rather 
•eem  to  be  derived  from  following  an  animal  of  the  chase  so  qnlcklj  that 
the  soent  of  its  footsteps  is  hoi  upon  the  ground.  *  The  parsoit  of  border 
maranders  was  followed  hj  the  injured  party  and  his  friends  with 
blood-hounds  and  bugle-horn,  and  iras  called  the  kot^rod,*  The  phrase 
hot-foat,  signifying  the  following  np  any  porsoit  instantly  or  qnl^ly,  ia 
eomnum  among  the  peasantry  of  Ireland. 

'  To  bless  oneself  is  to  make  the  sign  of  the  cross  on  the  forehead 
and  breast,  aa  an  act  of  folth  in  the  atonement  of  Christ.  It  is  men- 
tioned by  Tertullian,de  Besur.  eamia,  by  Cyprian,  and  most  of  the  early 
Christian  writers,  as  a  vsoal  custom  in  their  timet  before  taking  any* 
thing  la  hand. 
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•  Victorious  tre,  protecdonn  of  trewe^ 
That  oonly  were  worthy  for  to  here 
The  Kjng  of  Heven,  with  his  woundes  newe, 
The  white  Lamb,  that  hiirt  was  with  a  spere  ; 
Flemer  of  feendes,  out  of  him  and  here 
On  which  thy  lymes  feithfollj  extenden, 
Me  kepe,  and  gif  me  might  my  lyf  to  menden.* 

Yeres  and  dayes  flette  this  creature 
Thurghout  the  see  of  Greoe,  into  the  strayte 
Of  Marrok,^  as  it  was  hir  adventure. 
O  many  a  sory  mele  may  sche  bayte. 
After  hir  deth  f ol  ofle  may  sche  wayte^ 
Or  that  the  wilde  wawe  wol  hir  dry^e 
ITnto  the  place  ther  as  sche  schal  arryve. 
,  Men  mighten  aske,  why  sche  was  nought  slayn  I 
Ek  at  the  fest  who  might  hir  body  save  T    . 
And  I  answer  to  that  demaunde  agayn. 
Who  saved  Daniel  in  thorrible  cave, 
That  every  wight,  sauf  he,  mayster  or  knave, 
Was  with  the  lionn  frete,  or  he  asterte ) 
No  wight  but  God,  that  he  bar  in  his  herte. 

Ood  lust  to  schewe  his  wondurful  miracle 
In  hir,  for  we  schuld  seen  his  mighty  werkes ; 
Crist,  which  that  is  to  every  harm  triade, 
By  oerteyn  menes  ofte,  as  knowen  derkes, 
Doth  thing  for  certeyn  ende,  tliat  ful  derk  is 
To  mannes  witt,  that  for  our  ignoraunce 
Ke  can  nought  knowe  his  prudent  purvyaunM. 

Now  sith  sche  was  nat  at  the  fest  i-slawe^ 
Who  kepte  hir  fro  drenching  in  the  see) 
Who  kepte  Jonas  in  the  fisches  mawe, 
Til  he  was  spouted  up  at  Nioive  Y 
Wei  may  men  knowe,  it  was  no  wight  but  Ha 
That  kept  the  pepul  Ebrayk  fro  her  drehchyng^ 
With  diye  feet  thurghout  the  see  passyn j^ 

ifltrattfofGibnltsr.  . 
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Who  badde  f oure  spiritz  of  tempest^ 
Thai  power  han  to  noyen  land  and  aee^ 
Bothe  north  and  south,  and  also  west  and  ttX, 
Anoyen  neyther  londe,  see,  ne  tree  f 
Sothly  the  oomaunder  oi  that  was  He 
That  fro  the  tempest  ay  this  womman  kepte^ 
As  wel  when  sche  awok  as  when  sche  slepteu 

Wher  might  this  womman  mete  and  dnnke  havt  1 
Thre  jer  and  more,  how  lastoth  hir  Titaille  I 
Who  fedde  the  E^pcien  Marie'  in  the  cave, 
Or  in  desert  I  no  wight  but  Crist  davnz/aUe, 
Fyf  thousand  folk,  it  was  a  gret  mervaile 
With  loves  fyf  and  fissches  tuo  to  feede ; 
God  sent  his  ioysoun  at  her  grete  neede. 

Sche  dryveth  forth  into  oure  occeaa 
Thurghout  oure  wilde  see^  til  atte  last 
Under  an  holte,  that  nempnen  I  ne  can, 
Fer  in  Northumberland,  the  wawe  hir  oast^ 
And  in  the  sand  the  schip  styked  so  &8t^ 
That  thennes  wold  it  nought  in  al  a  tyde ; 
The  wille  of  Crist  was  that  sche  schold  abyde. 

The  constabil  of  the  castel  doun  is  &re 
To  se  this  wrak,  and  al  the  schip  he  sought, 
And  fond  this  wery  womman  ful  of  care ; 
He  fand  abo  the  tresour  that  sche  brought , 
In  hir  langage  mercy  sche  bisought, 
The  lif  out  of  hir  body  for  to  twynne^ 
Hir  to  delyver  of  woo  that  sche  was  inne. 

A  maner  Latyn  oorupt*  was  hir  speche^ 
But  algafces  therby  sche  was  understonde. 
The  constabil,  whan  him  lust  no  longer  seche^ 


>  ThepasMguof  Scriptare  here  alloded  to  sre  DanidTl^  Jonahii.  1 1» 
Ezod.  xlT.,  Rer.  vlii.  a.  3,  Matt.  xIt. 

3  St  BlftTf  the  Egyptian  was  a  prortltate ;  bat,  bdng  oanrerted,  aha 
fled  to  the  desert,  where  the  lived  in  solitude  for  fortj-seren  yean^ 
daring  which  time  she  was  miraculously  sustained.— £«!!7auiai4«rea. 

*  8o  BoocaoeiOi  tn  his  letter  to  to  Fiiommetta,  cnotcd  by  Tyrwhitt,  la 
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Tbu  woful  womman  broughte  he  to  londe. 
Sche  kneleih  doun,  and  thanketh  Ck>ddes  sonde 
But  what  sche  was,  ache  wolde  no  man  seye 
For  fool  ne  faire,  though  sche  scholde  dejo. 

Sohe  was,  sche  seyd,  so  mased  m  the  see, 
That  sche  forgat  hir  m jnd^  by  hire  trowtha 
The  constable  had  of  hir  so  gret  pitee, 
And  eek  his  wy^  they  wepeden  for  routhe ; 
Sohe  was  so  diligent  withouten  slouthe 
To  senre  and  plese  ever  in  that  place, 
That  alle  hir  loyen  that  loken  on  hir  face. 

The  constable  and  dame  Herm^Qrld^  his  wy^ 
To  telle  you  playne,  payenes  bothe  were  ;* 
Bat  Hermegyld  loved  Constance  aa  hir  lyf ; 
And  Constance  hath  so  long  herberwed  thm 
In  oriaoun,  with  many  a  bitter  teere, 
Til  Jhesa  hath  converted  thurgh  his  grace 
Dame  Hermegyld,  the  constables'  of  the  plaoe. 

In  al  the  loud  no  cristen  men  durst  route ; 
Al  cristen  men  ben  fled  from  that  centre 
Thurgh  payens,  that  conquered  al  aboute 
The  places  of  the  north  by  land  and  see. 
To  Wales  fled  the  cristianite 
Of  olde  Britouns,  dwellyng  in  this  yle ; 
Ther  was  hir  refiit  for  the  mene  while. 

But  yit  nere  cristen  Britouns  so  exiled, 
That  ther  nere  some  in  here  pryvite 
Honoured  Christ,  and  hethen  folk  bygiled  ;* 


Ml  introdiiotloii,  laTt  that  he  had  tniulatod  the  ttoiy  of  the  2 

*i  Lathto  volpart,  meaaiiig  Italian,  whleh  waa  the  Yemacolar  lOQgae  ol 


>  Mr.  Wright  says  that  the  Saxon  iMBorma^fild,  which  waa  tha  mnam 
«f  one  of  the  daaghten  of  Earcoabehrt,  King  of  Kent. 

s  Tyrwhitt  gi?«e  (flnom  other  MSS.)  initead  of  thia  Una— 
*  Wen  panma*  tmd  that  ootUrm  awry  leiler.' 
The  HarL  MS.  hat  Mp^fut  for  poyeiMt.— >W. 

s  Oonatableas  meana  the  oonstable'B  wife,  like  the  Erench  eiHtfaine, 
the  dkdielaiH'9  wife. 

*  Thia  if  ooROboratiTe  of  Hr.  ElUa'ft  opinion,  enpreeied  in  the  intio- 
teation  to  hia  ifcC  lUmttmettt  tea.  ii—^  Upon  tha  whola,  thoagh  it  te 
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And  iidi^  the  oastel  mch  tber  dweUid  thn. 
That  ooD  of  hem  -was  bl/nd,  and  might  aat  m^ 
But  if  it  were  with  ejen  of  his  myn^e^ 
With  which  men  seen  after  that  thef  ben  blyndfti 

Bright  was  the  sonne,  aa  in  aomerea  day, 
for  which  the  constable  and  hia  wif  alao 
And  Conatannoe  had  take  the  righte  way 
Toward  the  aee^  a  forlong  w^  or  two^ 
To  pleyen,  and  to  romen  to  and  fro ; 
And  in  that  walk  this  biynde  man  they  mett«^ 
Groked  and  olde,  with  eyen  fast  y-achette. 

'  In  name  of  Crista'  cryed  this  old  Britoun, 
*  Dame  Hermegyld,  gif  me  my  aight  ageyn  V  * 
Thia  lady  wax  airayed  of  the  aoun. 
Lest  that  hir  honseband,  schorUy  to  saTn, 
Wold  hir  for  Jhesu  Oristes  lore  hare  slayn, 
Til  Constannce  made  hir  bold,  and  bad  1^  werche 
The  wil  of  Cristy  as  doiighter  of  holy  ohirche. 

The  constable  wax  abaisshed  of  that  sights 
And  sayde, '  What  amounteth  al  thia  Ikre  T 
Constaunoe  answered,  '  Sir,  it  is  Cristes  mighty 
That  helpeth  folk  out  of  the  feendes  snare;' 
And  so  ferforth  sche  gan  hir  lay*  declare^ 


eotate  thst  the  leaden  and  prinocc  of  Britain  defended  their  point 
with  eqval  ralour  and  obttinacx,  it  would  be  very  raah  to  eonelndo 
Chat  the  whole  body  of  their  »ul)ieets  prefvired  exile  or  exteminatioB 
to  a  timid  and  disloyal  acquirecence  In  the  government  of  a  Ibretgn  In* 
radcrt  or  that  thia  invader  disdained  to  derive  from  the  labours  of  hia 
new  enl^ieota  either  the  necesitaries  of  life  or  thoee  luxorlea  and  oaeAil 
arts  which  they  had  learned  from  the  Komans.  In  short,  all  aaalosj 
seema  toooncnr  with  the  best  evidence,  in  leading  ns  to  believe  thattho 
Saxons  and  Britons  of  tlie  lowlands  were  gradually  incorporated,  like 
the  Franka  and  Gauls,  though,  periiaps,  in  Teiy  diiferent  proportiona, 
ao  aa  to  ftvm  one  people.' 

>  Why  the  blind  man  should  infer  that  Dame  Hermegyld  had 
the  power  of  working  miracles,  because  she  had  been  converted  to 
Christianity,  is  not  clear.  Terhaps  he  is  supposed  to  be  seised  with  a 
nipematural  impulse,  sent  expressly  in  order  that  tha  oonsuble  night 
he  converted  by  the  mirade. 

3  Her  law,  tottn  the  Qoap^  caUed  the  new  law,  sa  the  lleealo  wai 
•aUtfdtheold. 
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That  flche  the  constable,  er  that  it  was  ots 
Converted,  and  on  Crist  made  him  bileve. 

This  constable  vras  not  lord  of  the  place 
Of  vhich  T  speke,  ther  he  Constance  fond, 
But  kept  it  strongly  many  a  wynter  space 
Under  Alla,^  l^jng  of  Northumberlond, 
That  was  f ul  wys^  and  worthy  of  his  bond, 
Agein  the  Scottes,  as  men  may  wel  heere. 
But  toume  agein  I  wil  to  my  mateere. 

Satan,  that  oyer  us  wayteth  to  begile, 
Sawe  of  Constaunce  al  hir  perfeccioun. 
And  cast  anoon  how  he  might  quyt  hir  while; 
And  made  a  yong  knight,  that  dwelt  in  the  tooBy 
Love  hir  so  hoot  of  foul  aifeocioun, 
That  verrayly  him  thought  he  schulde  spille, 
But  he  of  hire  oones  had  hb  wiUe. 

He  wowith  hir,  but  it  avayleth  nought, 
Bche  wolde  do  no  synne  by  no  weye ; 
And  for  despjrt,  he  compassed  in  his  thought 
To  maken  hir  a  schamfiil  deth  to  deye. 
He  wayteth  whan  the  constable  was  aweye, 
And  pryvyly  upon  a  nyght  he  crepte 
In  Herm3rngylde8  chambre  whil  sdie  slepte. 

Wery,  for-waked  in  here  orisoun, 
■Slepeth  Constaunce,  and  ITcnnyngyld  alsa 
This  knight,  tburi^h  S.uaiias  temptaciouny 
Al  softely  is  to  the  bed  y-j^, 
And  kutte  the  throte  of  liermegild  a-two, 
And  leyd  the  bloody  knyf  by  dame  Constaunce, 
And  went  his  way,  ther  God  geve  him  meschaunoa 

Sone  after  comth  this  constable  horn  agayn. 
And  eek  AU%  that  kyng  was  of  that  lend, 
.    And  say  his  wyf  dispitously  i-slayn, 

1  TUf  It  the  king  whose  nmme  gare  occasion  to  one  of  Pope  Gregonr 
the  Qreat^  well-known  string  of  pans.  When  told  that  the  name  of  the 
king  who  reigned  In  Northumberland  was  Ella  or  Alia,  he  said  ha 
trusted  that  aot  Alia,  hut  Alleluia,  would  toon  be  nmg  la  hit  do* 
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For  whieh  Ad  oft  he  wept  Mid  vrtong  his  hond ; 
And  in  the  bed  the  blodj  knyf  he  fond 
By  dame  Cnstaunoe:  allasl  what  might  ilie  lay  I 
For  verrsy  woo  hir  witt  wu  al  away. 

To  king  AUa  was  told  al  this  mesohannee* 
And  eek  the  tyme,  and  wher,  and  in  what  wyio 
That  in  a  schlp  was  founden  this  Constannoe, 
As  here  bifore  ye  have  herd  me  devyaa. 
The  kingea  hert  of  pite  gan  agriae. 
Whan  he  sangh  so  benigne  a  oreatora 
Falle  in  disese  and  in  mysaventnre. 

For  aa  the  iomb  toward  hia  deth  is  brooght^ 
So  atant  thia  innocent  bifore  the  kyng. 
Thia  fidae  knight,  that  hath  this  tresoim  wrought^ 
Bereth  hir  an  hand  that  scbe  hath  don  thiathmgi 
But  neverthelea  ther  waa  gret  murmuryng 
Among  the  poeple,  and  seyn  they  can  not  goaae 
That  idle  had  doon  so  gret  a  wikkedneaae. 

For  they  han  seyen  hir  so  vertuousy 
And  lovyng  Heimegyld  right  as  hir  lyf ; 
Of  thia  bar  witnesse  overich  in  that  hona^ 
Save  he  that  Hermegyld  slowgh  with  hia  knyf. 
This  gentil  kyng  hath  caught  a  gret  motjrf  ^ 
Of  his  witnesse,  and  thought  he  wold  enqaere 
Depper  in  this  cas,  a  trouthe  to  lore. 

Allaa!  Constaunce,  thou  ne  has  no  ehampiono, 
Ne  fighte  canstow  nat^  so  welaway  I 
But  He  that  for  oure  redempcioun 
Bonde  Sathan,  that*  yit  lith  ther  he  lay. 
So  be  thy  stronge  champioun  this  day; 
For  but  Crist  upon  the  miracle  kythe, 
Withonten  gilt  thou  schalt  be  slayn  aa  awitha 

Sche  act  hir  doun  on  knees,  and  than  sche  saydt 
'  Immortal  God,  that  savedest  Suaanne 
Fxo  false  blame;  and  thou  mercy ful  mayde^ 


8ufpicIoD. 
And  la  HarL  MS.,  appartntij  »  derical  cmr. 
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Marj  I  mene,  donghter  of  seint  Aim«^ 
Bifore  whos  child  aungeles  syng  Oaanne; 
If  I  be  gultlea  of  this  felon  je^ 
Mj  socour  be,  for  elle^  aohiJ  I  dyef 

Haye  ye  not  aeje  som  tjme  *  pa^e  fiwo» 
Among  a  prees,  of  him  that  hath  be  Ud 
Towani  his  deth,  wher  him  geyneth  no  gnuw 
And  such  a  colour  in  his  face  hath  had, 
Men  mighte  knowe  his  face  was  so  bystad. 
Among  alle  the  faeeB  in  that  roate; 
80  stent  Constance,  and  loketh  hire  about. 

O  qneenes  tyrjng  in  prosperitet. 
Duchesses^  and  je  ladies  everydion, 
Hayeth  som  reothe  on  her  adreiaite; 
An  emperoures  doogfater  stond  allon; 
Sche  nath  no  wight  to  whom  to  make  hir  moons 
O  blod  xyal,  that  stondest  in  this  drede, 
Ferre  be  thj  frendes  at  thy  grete  neede  I 

This  AUa  kyng  hath  such  compessioun. 
As  gentil  hert  is  fulfild  of  pite. 
That  from  his  ejen  ran  the  water  doun. 

*  Now  hastily  do  fech  a  book,*  quod  he; 

*  And  if  Uiis  knight  wil  swere  how  that  sohe 
This  wonmian  slowgh,  yet  wol  we  us  ayyse^ 
Whom  that  we  wille  sdial  be  oure  justise.' 

A  Biitoun^  hook,  i-write  with  Eyaungile^ 
Was  fette,  and  on  this  book  he  swor  anoon 
8che  gnltif  was ;  and  in  the  mene  whiles 
An  bond  him  smot  upon  the  nekke  boon. 
That  doun  he  fel  anoii  right  as  a  stoon; 
And  bothe  his  yen  brast  out  of  his  &oe 
In  sight  of  every  body  in  that  place. 

A  yds  was  herd,  in  general  audience, 
And  soid, '  Thou  hast  disclaundred  gulteles 
The  doughter  of  holy  chirche  in  hire  preeeuce  : 


I  aw4%  p  i«6.  tioti  ^ 
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ThusbiMrtowdooiiy  andyitlholdemypeaft'*  .      - 
Of  this  meryaile  agast  was  al  the  preei^ 
As  maaed  folk  they  stooden  ererychon 
For  drede  of  wreche,  aare  Costaunce  allon. 

Gret  was  the  drede  and  eek  the  repentannot 
Of  hem  that  hadden  wrong  suspeocioua 
Upon  the  selj  ixmocent  Oastaunoe; 
And  for  this  minicley  in  condnsioiiiD, 
And  bj  Custaances  mediadoiuiy 
The  kjng,  and  man j  other  in  the  plaoe^ 
ConTcirted  was,  thanked  be  Cristes  graoel 

This  ftlse  knight  was  slayn  for  his  nntrontlie 
By  juggement  of  Alia  hastjlj; 
And  yit  Oustaunce  hath  of  his  deth  gret  roatheii 
And  after  tiiis  Jhesos  of  his  meri^ 
Hade  Alia  wedde  fal  solempnel j 
This  holy  mayde,  that  is  bright  and  sohene^ 
And  thus  hath  Crist  i-maad  Constance  a  qneene. 

But  who  was  wofiil,  if  I  schal  not  lye^ 
Of  this  weddyng  bat  Domegild  and  no  mo^ 
The  kynges  mooder,  fnl  of  tyrannyef 
Hir  thought  hir  cnrsed  herte  brast  a-two ; 
Sche  wolde  nat  hir  sone  had  i-do  so; 
Hir  thought  despyte^  that  he  schnlde  take 
80  strannge  a  creature  unto  his  maka 

Me  lust  not  of  the  caf  ne  of  the  stree 
Make  so  long  a  tale,  as  of  the  oom. 
What  schuld  I  telle  of  therealte 
Of  this  mariage^  or  which  oours  goth  bifom, 
Who  bloweth  in  a  trompe  or  in  an  homf 
The  fruyt*  of  evety  tale  is  for  to  seye; 
They  ete  and  drynk,  and  daunce  and  synge  and  pleye. 

Ibey  gon  to  bed,  as  it  was  skile  and  right; 
For  though  that  wyfes  ben  ful  holy  thin^i^ 
They  moste  take  in  padence  Srnight 


I  tTbeiMdlns*A«Uem7po«'m]ghthATtbmiflKpeet6<l,teitflMMS8 
a )  not  warnuit  It— W.  W.  8.} 
•  UlitlMlhdicr  tenal  of  s  tato  that  ooghttotetoMi  »  nit  whidi 
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Such  maaer  necessaries  as  ben  plesynges 
To  folk  that  han  i-wedded  hem  with  lyngies, 
And  halvendel  her  holynesse  ley  aside 
As  for  the  tyme^  it  may  non  other  betjde. 

On  hire  he  gat  a  knaye  child  anoon, 
And  to  a  biasdiope,  and  to  his  constable  eeke^ 
He  took  his  wyf  to  kepe,  whan  he  is  goon 
To  8cotlond-ward,  his  foomen  for  to  seeka 
Now  £ure  Custannce,  that  is  so  hnmble  and  meeke^ 
So  long  is  goon  with  childe  til  that  stille 
Sche  held  hir  chambre^  abidjng  Goddes  wille. 

The  tyme  is  come,  a  knave  childe  sche  here; 
Afanridiis  atte  fnnstone*  men  him  calle. 
This  oonstabil  doth  come  forth  a  messager, 
And  wrot  to  his  kyng  that  deped  was  Alle^ 
How  that  this  blifdful  tydyng  is  bifiille, 
And  other  thinges  spedful  for  to  seye. 
He  taketh  the  lettre,  and  forth  he  goih  his  weye. 

This  mesaanger,  to  doon  his  avaontage, 
Unto  thelcynges  moder  he  goth  lul  swithe^ 
And  salueth  hire  &ir  in  his  langage. 
*  Madame/  quod  he,  *  ye  may  be  glad  and  blithe. 
And  thanke  Gk)d  an  hundred  thousand  aithe; 
My  lady  queen  hath  child,  withouten  doute 
To  joye  and  bHs  of  al  the  reame  abouti). 

*  Ix>  heer  the  lettres  sealed  of  this  things 
That  I  mot  here  with  al  the  hast  I  may; 
If  ye  wole  ought  unto  youre  sone  the  kyn^ 
I  am  youre  servaunt  bothe  night  amd  day. 
Doungyld  answerde, '  As  now  thi&  tyme,  nay; 
But  here  al  nyght  I  wol  thou  take  thy  reat| 
To  morwen  I  wil  say  the  what  me  lest* 


Chinetr,  unlike  Ui  oontemporariM.  wbo  are  tatolerablf 

ibUow«d  in  Tk§  Canterbury  TaU»,  ibongh  not  in  aU  hia  worki. 
t  Aft  th«  Ibnt-fftone,  at  hit  baptism.   Tlie  Hariaian  MSt  bj  a 
ar  tiM  aoritie,  nada  lOwriiM  for  A&MTiaiiH. 
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Thift  TaewMger  druik  ndl j  ale  and  wjn^ 
And  violin  urere  his  lettrea  pryrelj 
Ont  of  hjB  box,  whil  he  deep  aa  a  swyii; 
And  oountrefeet  thej  were  mibtily; 
AnoUier  ache  him  wioot  M  syniull j> 
Unto  the  kyng  direct  of  this  matiere 
Fro  hia  constable,  aa  ye  schnl  after  heera 

The  kttre  spak,  the  queen  delyrer^d  waa 
Of  so  onyble  and  feendly  orefitnre^ 
That  in  the  oastei  noon  so  haidy  waa 
That  eny  while  dorste  therin  endure; 
The  mooder  was  an  elT  by  aventore 
Byoome  by  charmea  or  by  aoroerie^ 
And  every  man  hatith  hu  companya 

Wo  was  this  kyng  whan  he  this  lett^er  had  leia* 
But  to  no  wight  he  told  his  sorwes  sore. 
But  of  his  owen  hand  he  wrot  agayn : 
*  Welcome  the  sond  of  Grist*  for  everemore 
To  me,  that  am  now  lemed  in  this  lore; 
Lord,  welcome  be  thy  lust  and  thy  pleasauncel 
My  lust  I  putte  al  in  thyn  ordimuinca 

*  Kepeth  this  child,  al  be  it  foul  or  fair, 
And  edc  my  wyf^  unto  myn  horn  comyng; 
Crist  whan  him  lust  may  sende  me  an  hair 
More  agreable  than  this  to  my  likyng.' 
This  lettre  he  seleth,  piyvyly  wcpyng^ 


*  In  the  iiitrodiictfoii  to  the  belUd  of  Tbmtoie,  in  the  Boriw  Jflu 
9fff<f|r,  It  en  interettlng  quotation  ftom  Einar  Gndmnnd,  m  learned 
leelander,  rery  mnoh  to  the  present  parpoee : — *  I  am  firmly  of  opinion,* 
he  taji,  *  that  these  beings  (the  elres)  are  creatures  of  God,  oondsting, 
like  hunan  beings,  of  a  body  and  rational  soul ;  that  they  are  of  dif- 
fersnt  aexea,  and  ci^Mble  of  prododng  children,  and  sult)ect  to  all  hnman 
aiftctSona.'  ...  He  proceeds  to  state  that  the  females  of  thla  raee 
are  capable  of  proervting  with  mankind,  and  gives  an  acoouot  of  one 
who  bora  a  ehlld  to  an  inhabitant  of  Iceland,  fbr  whom  she  claimed 
the  prlTilege  of  baptism;  depositing  the  infant  for  that  purpose  at  tha 
gate  of  the  churchyard,  together  with  a  goblet  of  gold,  ai  an  offering 
«*i^iifortfa  JSMH  AroZ'CB,  n  Torftao. 

s  WdoiMue  what  Christ  senda. 
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Wbich  to  the  measager  be  took  ful  sone, 
And  forth  he  goth,  ^er  nys  no  more  to  ckm€^ 

O  measager,  fulfild  of  dronkenesee,^ 
Strong  is  thy  breth,  thj  Ijmes  faltren  aj, 
And  thou  bjwrejeet  alle  sykemesse; 
Tbj  mynde  is  lorn,  thou  janglest  as  a  jaj ; 
Thy  face  is  tomed  al  in  a  newe  array; 
Ther  dronkenesse  regneth  in  eny  route, 
Ther  is  no  oounseil  Idd,  witbonten  doute. 

O  Domegyld,  I  have  non  Engliscb  digne 
Unto  thy  malice  and  thy  tyiannye ; 
And  tbfiorfor  to  the  feeud  I  the  resigne, 
Let  him  endyten  of  thi  treccherie. 
Fy,  mannyasch,  fy!— o  nay,  by  God,  I  lye; 

S,  feendly  spirit,  for  I  dar  wel  telle, 
ough  thou  here  valke,  thy  spirit  is  in  belle. 

This  messanger  comth  fro  the  kyng  agayn. 
And  at  the  kinges  modres  court  be  ligbt^ 
And  sche  was  of  this  messenger  fill  iayn, 
And  plesetb  him  in  al  that  ever  sche  might. 
fie  drank,  and  wel  bis  gurdel  underpight; 
He  slepetb,  and  be  &reth  in  his  gyae 
Al  nyght,  unto  the  sonne  gan  arise. 

Eft  were  bis  lettres  stolen  everichon. 
And  countrefeted  lettres  in  tbia  wise: 
*  The  kyng  comaundetb  his  constable  anoi^ 
(Tp  peyne  of  bangjmg  and  of  heigh  justia^ 
That  be  ne  aohulde  sufire  in  no  maner  wyae 
Constaunce  in  hia  regne  for  to  abyde 
Thre  dayea,  and  a  quarter  of  a  tyde ; 

But  in  the  aame  achip  aa  be  bir  fond. 
Hire  and  bir  yonge  aone,  and  al  hire  gere^ 


t  l^rrwhltt  glTM  in  his  notef  torn  the  margin  of  the  V8.  C  the  M* 
lowliiff ,  ftom  whence  this  stsAZ*  is  taken :— *  Quid  tmpiiis  ebrioso,  nai 
ffoetor  in  ore.  tremor  in  corpore.  qui  promit  stnlte,  prodit  oecnJU;  cnl 
meainttenetw,  fides  tranafionnatur?  KnllumeaimktetsecretWBaU 
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Re  folnilde  pntte^  and  crowde*  fro  the  londe. 
And  duhige  hire  that  ache  nerer  eft  come  there.* 
O  my  Constaunce,  wel  may  thy  goost  have  lere^ 
And  slepyng  in  thy  drem  ben  in  penaunco^ 
Whan  Domegyld  cast  al  this  ordynaunce. 

This  meesanger  a-morwe,  whan  he  awook. 
Unto  the  cartel  held  the  nexte  way; 
And  to  the  constable  he  the  lettre  too^. 
And  whan  that  he  the  pitous  lettre  say, 
Ful  ofte  he  seyd  alias  and  welaway; 
'  Lord  Crist/  quod  he,  '  how  may  this  world  endxiret 
80  fill  of  synne  is  many  a  creatine  1 

O  mighly  God,  if  that  it  be  thy  wille, 
Beth  thou  art  rightful  jiigge,  how  may  this  be 
That  thou  wolt  suSre  innocents  to  spiUe. 
And  wikked  folk  regno  in  prosperitel  - 
O  good  Constance,  idlasl  so  wo  is  me^ 
That  I  moot  be  thy  tormentour,  or  deye 
On  scfaamful  deth,  ther  is  non  other  weye.* 

Wepen  bothe  yong  and  olde  in  al  that  piece, 
Whau  that  the  kyng  this  corsed  lettre  sent; 
And  Constance  with  a  dedly  pale  faoB 
The  f ourthe*  day  toward  hir  schip  sche  went. 
But  nevertheles  sche  taketh  in  good  entent 
The  wil  of  Christ,  and  knelyng  on  the  grounds 
Sche  sayde,  *  Lord,  ay  welcome  be  thy  sonde ! 

He  that  me  kepte  fro  the  false  blarney 
Whil  I  woa  on  the  lond  amonges  you. 
He  can  me  kepe  from  harm  and  eek  fro  schame 
Tn  the  salt  see,  although  I  se  nat  how ; 
As  strong  as  ever  he  was,  he  is  right  now. 
In  him  trust  I,  and  in  his  mooder  deere^ 
That  is  to  me  my  sayl  and  eek  my  steerei* 


I  lb  pma.  lifi  itill  voal  In  Norfblk  sad  SaiTolk  to  ipeak  oicmodin^ 
a  whedterrotr. 

s  TlM  HaiL  Ua  mult  Jdyn,  TIm  readln<  la  the  text  li  f  roia 
TtrwlOtt. 
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Hir  litel  child,  lay  Wfi'pyng  in  hir  arm. 
And  kn<il jpg;mjik>ubl/  to  lilm  9cKe  savde: 

*  Pees,  litld  sone^  I  Vol  do  the  noon  nam.* 
With  that  hir  keruHef  of  hir  hed  sche  biuvdc^ 
And  over  his  litel  eyghen  sche  it  layde, 
And  in  hir  arm  sche  luUith  it  wel  faste, 
And  unto  heven  hir  ejghen  up  sohe  caste. 

'Moder/  qnod  sche,  *  and  majde  bright,  Mario^ 
Soth  is,  that  thur^h  wommannes  eggemcnt 
Mankynde  was  lorn  and  d%n)pned  ay  to  dye. 
For  which  thy  child  was  on  acros  to-rent ; 
Thyn  blisful  eyghen  sawh  al  this  torment  ;^ 
Then  nys  ther  noon  comparisoon  bitwcne 
Thy  wo,  and  any  woo  ma/  man  sostene. 

*Thow  saugh  thy  child  i-slaw  byfor  thyn  yen, 
And  yit  now  lyreth  my  litel  child,  parlay; 
Now,  lady  bright,  to  whom  alle  wo^l  cryen. 
Thou  gloiy  of  wommanhod,  thou  ftdre  muy. 
Thou  heren  of  refute,  brighte  sterre  of  day,  ^ 
Bewe  on  my  child,  that  of  thyn  gentilnesse 
Bewest  on  every  i^nful  in  destresse. 

'  O  litel  child,  alas!  what  is  thi  gilt» 
That  neyer  wroughtest  synne  as  yet^  pardef 
Why  wil  thyn  harde  fader  ban  the  spilt  1 
0  mercy,  deere  constable,'  seyde  sche, 

*  And  let  iny  litel  child  here  dweUe  with  tbc  ; 
And  if  thou  darsi  not  savcn  him  for  blame/ 
Bo  kys  him  oonea  in  hia  fadres  name.' 


*  The  grieft  of  the  Mcsied  Tirgin  alTbrded  to  th«  po«ta  of  IIm  mAj 

Cburch  a  faroarlte  theme  for  appeals  to  the  feelings,  as  Id  tbt  well- 
knovni  hymn  (SepUm  Dolorum  B.  V.  Maria),  attributed  to  lanoocBt  III^ 
iHrick  leaoi  uUke  the  passage  in  the  text^— 
*  Pro  peccatis  sva  ge&tis 

Yidit  Jesum  In  tonnentis* 

£t  flsgellls  satKntnm. 

Tidit  suvrn  dttlccm  natvm 

If oriendo  desolatnm 

pun  emisit  sptritum.' 

«F«rlterofbla»s. 
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llierwitli  8che  loketh  iMk-ward  to  tlie  Ion  J, 
And  a^de, '  Fiirwely  honsbond  rawihelAS  I' 
And  up  ache  rist^  and  walketh  doun  the  strcmde 
Toward  the  echip,  hir  folweth  al  the  prees; 
And  erer  ache  preyeth  hir  child  to  hold  hia  pee% 
And  took  hir  lere,  and  with  an  holy  entent 
SSche  blessetV  hire,  and  to  the  achip  ache  weutb 

Vytailled  waa  the  achip,  it  ia  no  drede^ 
Abnndauntlj  for  hire  a  ^  longe  apace  ;  * 
And  other  neceaaariea  that  achulde  nede 
Sche  had  ynowgh,  heryed  be  Griatez  graee ; 
For  wjnd  and  water  almighty  God  purchace,' 
And  bryng  hir  horn,  I  can  no  bettre  aay, 
Bnt  in  the  aee  ache  dryveth  forth  hir  way. 

Alia  the  kyng  cometh  horn  aoon  after  this 
Unto  the  caatel,  of  the  which  I  tolde. 
And  asketh  wher  his  wyf  and  his  child  ya^ 
The  oonHtable  gan  abonte  hia  herte  oolde^ 
And  playnly  al  the  mancr  he  him  tolde 
As  ye  han  herd.  I  can  telle  it  no  better, 
And  achewed  the  kyngea  aeal  and  hia  letter; 

And  aeyde,  *  Lord,  as  ye  comannded  me 
Up  peyne  of  deth,  so  have  I  do  certayn.* 
This  meaaager  tormented'  was,  til  he 
Moflte  biknowe  and  telle  it  plat  and  playn. 
Fro  nyght  to  night  in  what  place  he  had  layn; 
And  thus  by  witt  and  subtil  enqueryng 
Ymagined  was  by  wham  this  gan  to  spiyng. 

The  hand  was  knowen  that  the  lettre  wrooty 
And  al  the  venym  of  this  cursed  dede; 
But  in  what  wyse,  certeynly  I  noot. 
Theffect  ia  thia^  that  Alia,  out  of  drede,* 
Hia  moder  alough,  as  men  may  pleyuly  reede^ 

1  See  ante,  p.  28j.  not«  1. 

*  ThSi  nrnnt,  Uax  Almighty  God  take  the  wiad  and  water  fai^  ^It 
tepcdal  poiaeMion  or  governance. 

*  Examined  by  toHure  to  make  him  discover  hia  guilt. 

*  Thii  is  an  idiomatic  expression  of  usual  occiirrenee.    Thara  la  aa 
fear  bot  that  Ella  slew  his  mother r-<.  e.,  yow  map  U  sure  he  did. 
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For  that  sclie  traytour  was  to  hir  ligeaimee. 
Thiw  endeth  olde  Domegild  with  mescliaiiDce. 

The  florwe  that  this.  Alia  night  and  day 
Maketh  for  his  wyf  and  for  his  child  also, 
Ther  is  no  tonge  that  it  telle  may. 
But  now  I  wol  nnto  Custaunoe  go. 
That  fleeteth  in  the  see  in  peyne  and  wo 
Vjre  jeer  and  more,  as  liked  (Pistes  sonde, 
&  that  hir  schip  approched  unto  londk. 

Under  an  hethen  castel  atte  last, 
Of  which  the  name  in  my  text  nought  I  fynde, 
Constaunce  and  eek  hir  child  the  see  upcast. 
Almii^ty  God,  that  saveth  al  mankynde, 
Have  on  Constaunce  and  on  hir  child  som  mynde  I 
That  fikllen  is  in  hethen  hond  eftsone, 
In  poynt  to  spille,  as  I  schal  telle  you  soone. 

Doun  ho  the  castel  cometh  many  a  wight. 
To  gawren  on  this  schip,  and  on  Constaunce; 
But  sdiortly  fro  the  castel  on  a  night. 
The  lordes  styward,  God  give  him  meschaunce! 
A  theef  that  had  reneyed  cure  creaunce, 
Com  into  schip  alone,  and  seyd  he  scholde 
Hir  lemman  be,  whethir  ache  wold  or  nolde. 

Wo  was  this  wreoched  womman  tho  bigoon,' 
Hire  chHde  crieth  and  sche  pytously ; 
But  blisful  Maiy  hilp  hir  right  anoon. 
For  with  hir  stroglyng*  wel  and  mightily 
The  theef  fel  over-boord  al  sodeinly. 
And  in  the  see  he  drenched  for  yengeaunce, 
And  thus  hath  Crist  unwemmed  kept  Constaunce 

O  foule  luste,  O  luxurie,  lo  thin  ende!* 
Kought  oonly  that  thou  feyntest  mannes  mynde. 
But  venayly  thou  wolt  his  body  schendeu 


i  womaii  WM  WM  b^icoiM,  Ikr  foiM  la  woa    I  Wo» 
'MnottBded  with  woe.'    ▲.-&  begdn  *lo  nrmiiid.'^ 

r.a] 

'  <  UMi  101.  nMts  «fmy<A<. 

s  In  the  mwgin  of  th«  K8.  C.  L  It  fh«  fbllowtaisa-^O  extrcma 
Bbidiait  tnrpitiido,  qiue  non  solum  mentcm  eflTemliuit,  Mt  ctlam  eor 
put  mutnli  Mmper  Mountiir  dokir  H  iwmitrsHa.* 
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Tlie  flode  of  thjn  werk,or  of  thy  hastm  bljnde^ 
Is  oomplejmyng;  how  many  may  men  fynde. 
That  nought  for  werk  som  tyme,  bat  for  thentent 
To  doon  this  synne,  ben  eyther  slayn  or  schent  I 

How  may  this  weyke  womman  han  the  strengtho 
Hir  to  defende  agein  this  renegatt 

0  Gk>lias»  nnmesurable  of  lengUie^ 
How  mig^te  David  make  the  so  mate  t 
^  yong,  and  of  armure  so  desolate. 

How  doxBt  he  loke  upon  thyn  dredful  facet 
Wei  may  men  seyn,  it  nas  but  Goddes  graosi 

Who  gaf  Judith  oorage  or  hardynesse 
To  alen  him  Olefemes  in  his  tent, 
And  to  delyveren  out  of  wreochednes 
The  peple  of  God  f    I  say  in  this  entente 
That  right  as  God  spiryte  and  vigor  sent 
To  hem,  and  saved  hem  out  of  meschaunce, 
80  sent  he  might  and  vigor  to  Gonstaunce. 

Forth  goth  hir  schip  thurghout  the  narwe  mouth 
Of  Jubalter  and  Septe/  dryvyng  alway, 
Som  tyme  west^  and  some  tyme  north  and  south. 
And  som  tyme  est,  ful  many  a  wery  day; 
Til  Gristes  mooder,  blessed  be  sche  ay) 
Hath  schapen  thurgh  hir  endeles  goodnesse 
To  make  an  ende  of  hir  hevynesse. 

Now  let  us  stynt  of  Gonstaunce  but  a  throwe. 
And  speke  we  of  the  Eomayn  emperour, 
That  out  of  Surrye  hath  by  lettrcs  knowe 
The  slaughter  of  cristen  folk,  and  deshonour 
Doon  to  his  doughterby  a  hh  traytour, 

1  mene  the  cursed  wikked  sowdenesse. 

That  at  the  hat  leet  slee  bothe  more  and  lesaeii 

For  which  this  emperour  hath  sent  anoon 
His  senatours,  with  real  ordynaunce, 
And  other  lordes,  God  wot,  r;«»ry  oon, 


I  JateUcr,  of  oootm,  meana  Glbnltw.    OnU,  on  the  <^poilto  eo«rt 
iT  Aftka,  WM  formerly  omlled  Septa. 
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On  Surriens  to  take  high  TengcAiince. 
Thej  brcuue,  sicca,  and  briugou  hcui  io  mehcatiVLfiem 
Ful  many  a  day ;  but  schortly  this  is  theude, 
Horn-ward  to  Kome  they  schajieii  hem  to  weiiie. 

ThiB  aenatour  repayretb  with  victorie 
To  Rome-ward,  saylyng  ful  really, 
And  mette  the  schip  dryyyng,  as  seth  the  story, 
In  which  Constance  sitteth  ful  pitously. 
Nothing  ne  knew  he  what  sche  was  ne  why 
Sche  was  in  such  aray,  ache  nolde  seye 
Of  hire  astaat,  although  sche  scholde  deye. 

He  bryngeth  hir  to  Rome,  and  to  his  wyf 
He  gaf  lur,  and  hir  yonge  sone  also; 
And  with  the  senatour  lad  sche  hir  ly£ 
Thus  can  our  lady  biyngen  out  of  woo 
Woful  Constaunce  and  many  another  moo; 
And  longe  tyme  dwelled  sche  in  that  place, 
In  holy  werkes,  as  ever  was  hir  grace. 

The  senatoures  wif  hir  aunte  was. 
But  for  al  that  sche  knew  hu:  never  more: 
I  wol  no  lenger  taiyen  in  this  cas^ 
But  to  kyng  Alia,  which  I  spak  of  yore, 
That  for  his  wyf  wepeth  and  siketh  sore, 
I  wol  xetome,  and  lete  I  wol  Constaunce 
Under  the  senatoures  govemaunce; 

Kyng  Alla»  which  that  had  his  mooder  slayn, 
Upon  a  day  fel  in  such  repentaunce. 
That,  if  I  schortly  telle  schal  and  playn, 
lo  Rome^  he  cometh  to  receyve  his  penaunoe. 
And  putte  him  in  the  popes  ordynaunoe 
In  heigh  and  iowe,  and  Jhesu  Crist  bysought^ 
Forgef  his  wikked  werkes  that  he  wrought^ 

OSie  fame  anon  thiirgh  Rome  toun  is  lorn. 


•  Thtrt  an  many  ezamplct  of  Sucoii  kioi^t  reUnqnialiiBf  tbdr  diff* 
Bitlct,  and  retiring  to  Rome,  or  ending  their  daTt  in  monaitle  feoln> 
■Ion.  Among  ottaen,  Coelwulf,  King  of  Northumberlnnd,  to  whom 
Bedo  dodleated  hit  history,  «bdicAte<i  the  throne  ahoat  the  year  7|8» 
tod  ntiied  to  Holy  liiaad,  where  he  died. 
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How  Alia  kyng  Bchal  oome  in  pilgi'yiiMigt^ 
By  herberjourz  that  venten  him  bifonif 
For  which  the  senatour,  as  was  usage. 
Rood  him  agein/  and  manj  of  his  lysaga^ 
Am  wel  to  sdiewen  his  magnificenoe^ 
As  to  doon  enj  kyng  a  reverenoe. 

Oret  cheeze  doth  this  noble  senatonr 
To  kyng  Alia,  and  he  to  him  also; 
Eyerich  of  hem  doth  oth^r  gret  honour, 
And  80  bilely  that  in  a  day  or  two 
This  senatour  is  to  kyng  Alia  go 
To  fest,  and  schortly,  if  I  schal  not  lye^ 
Constenoes  sone  went  in  his  compenya 

Som  men  wold  seyn  at  request  of  Custaunoa 
This  senatour  hath  lad  this  dbild  to  feste;  '  * 
I  may  not  telle  every  (drcumstaunee^  "" 

Be  as  be  may,  ther  was  he  atte  leste ; 
But  soth  it  is,  right  at  his  modres  kcste^ 
Byfom  hem  alle,  duryng  the  metes  space, 
The  child  stood  lokyng  in  the  kynges  &ce. 

This  AUa  kyng  hath  of  this  child  gret  wonder. 
And  to  the  senatour  he  seyd  anoon, 

*  Whoa  is  that  faire  child  that  stondeth  yonder  f 

*  I  not,'  quod  he, '  by  God  and  >>y  seynt  Jon  1 
A  moder  he  hatii,  but  fader  hath  he  non, 
That  I  of  woot :'  and  schortly  in  a  stounde 
He  told  AUa  how  that  this  child  was  foundOi 

*  But  God  woot,'  quod  this  senatour  also^ 
'  So  vertuous  a  lyver  in  my  lyf 
Ne  saugh  I  never,  such  as  sche,  nemo 
Of  worldly  womman,  mayden,  or  of  wyf ; 
I  dar  wel  say  sche  hadde  lever  a  knyf 
Thurghout  hir  brest,  than  ben  a  womman  wikk% 
That  is  no  man  can  bryng  hir  to  that  prikka,'* 


>  Rod«  to  meet  him. 
to  that  point,!  e.,  ctu  Uaueher  in  thtt  respeet 
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Now  was  ibis  child  as  Ilk  mito  OuaUttuoo 
As  possible  is  a  creatare  to  be. 
This  AUa  hath  the  &ce  in  remembramioe 
Of  dame  Custaunce,  and  thereon  mused  he. 
If  that  the  childes  mooder  were  ought^  sche 
That  is  his  wyf ;  and  pryrely  he  hight^ 
And  sped  him  £ro  the  table  that  he  might 

*  Par&y  f  thought  he,  <£uitom  is  in  myn  heed ; 
I  ought  to  deme,  of  rightful  juggement^ 
That  in  the  salte  see  my  wyf  is  deed.* 
And  ailer-ward  he  made  this  argument: 
'VHiat  woot  I,  wher  Grist  hath  hider  sent 
My  wyf  by  see,  as  wel  as  he  hir  sent 
To  my  contri,  tro  thennes  that  ache  wentf 

And  alter  noon  home  with  the  senatour 
Goth  Alia,  for  to  see  this  wonder chaunce. 
This  senatour  doth  AUa  gret  honour, 
And  hastely  he  sent  after  Gustaunoe. 
But  trusteth  wel,  hir  luste  nat  to  daunne, 
Whan  that  ache  wiste  wherfor  was  that  sonde, 
Unnethes  on  hir  feet  sche  mighte  stonde. 

Whan  AUa  wugh  his  wy^  fayre  he  hir  greite^ 
And  wm)te,  that  it  was  rewthe  to  se; 
For  at  uie  firste  look  he  on  hir  sette 
He  knew  wel  yerrely  that  it  was  sche. 
And  for  sorwe,  as  domb  sche  stant  as  tre; 
So  was  hire  herte  schett'  in  hir  distresse, 
Whan  sche  remembred  his  unkyndenesse. 

Twies  sche  swowned  in  his  owen  sight ; 
He  wept  and  him  excuseth  pitously; 
'  Now  Qod,'  quod  he, '  and  alle  his  halwea  bright 
So  widy  on  my  soule  have  mercy, 
That  of  voure  harm  as  gulteles  am  I 
As  is  Uaurioe  my  sone,  so  lyk  youre  fsioe,    . 
EOee  the  feend  me  fecche  out  of  this  place.* 


>  If  tlMehndH  mother  wen  lyoffif  clones  dM^Ae. 
*  A  beMtlfhl  pbnM,  exprenlye  of  the  pmlniyil  Inability  to  epesk  < 
fNiffiaTiolcatgiKpMlictiUrt/ifeMiMilbji    ' 
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Long  was  tbe  aobbyng  and  the  bittar  payi.t. 
Or  tbftt  here  wofol  herte  mighte  OMse; 
Gret  was  the  pite  for  to  here  hem  pleyne* 
Thnrgh  whiche  piayntz  gan  here  wo  enerane* 
I  pray  jou  alle  my  labour  to  rele«e^ 
I  may  not  telle  al  here  woo  unto  morwe^ 
I  am  80  wery  for  to  speke  of  the  aorwe. 

But  fjrnally,  whan  that  the  aoth  ia  wial^ 
That  AUa  gilteles  was  of  hir  woo^ 
I  trowe  an  hundred  tymes  they  ben  kist^ 
And  such  a  blys  is  ther  bitwix  hem  tuu^ 
That^  saye  the  joye  that  lasteth  eyeremo^ 
Ther  is  noon  lyk|  that  eny  creatnre 
Hath  seyn  or  schal,  whil  that  the  world  may  dure* 

Tho.ixayde  sche  hir  honsbond  meekely 
In  the  relees  of  hir  pytoos  pyne^ 
That  he  wold  preye  lur  fader  speciallyi 
That  of  his  majeste  he  wold  endyne 
To  Yonchesauf  som  tyme  with  him  to  dyne 
Sche  preyetb  him  eek,  he  scholde  by  no  weye 
Unto  hir  fader  no  word  of  hir  seye. 

Som  men  wold  seye/  that  hir  child  Maurice 
Doth  Ids  message  unto  the  emperonr ; 
But,  as  I  gesse,  Alia  was  nat  so  nyoe^' 
To  him  that  is  so  soverayn  of  honouTi 
As  he  that  is  of  Cristes  folk  the  flouTi 
Sent  eny  child ;  but  it  b  best  to  deeme 
He  went  himsilf,  and  so  it  may  wel  seme. 

This  emperour  hath  graunted  gentilly 
To  come  to  dyner,  as  he  him  bysought ; 
And  wel  rede  I,  he  loked  bcsily 
Upon  the  child,  and  on  his  doughter  thought. 
Alia  goth  to  his  in,  and  as  him  ought 
Arrayed  for  this  fest  in  every  wyse, 
As  ferforth  as  his  connyng  may  snffisa 

&  TjTwbHt  f  oppoNs  thst  this  referi  to  Gowen  renlon  of  tlM  itory ; 
but  It  •lludet,  more  probably,  to  some  ramaDoe  which  was  the  cominoo 
Mtgiaal  of  both. 

*  Kpet  lp  bov  used  in  the  vnn-*  of  aioii,  IboliA 
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The  morwe  cam,  and  Alia  gan  him  drcsse^ 
And  eek  his  wy^  the  emperour  for  to  meett; ; 
And  forth  they  ryde  in  joye  and  in  gladnease, 
And  whan  ache  aaugh  hir  fader  in  the  streete* 
Sche  light  adoun  and  fidleth  him  to  feete. 
*  Fader/  qn^pd  sche, '  your  yonge  child  CoustanM 
Is  now  f ul  dene  out  of  your  remembraunoe. 

'  I  am  your  doughter  Custaunce/  quod  fiche^ 
'  That  whilom  ye  have  sent  unto  Sunye; 
It  am  I,  iajder,  that  in  the  salte  see 
Was  put  aUuon,  and  dampned  for  to  dye. 
Kow,  goode  iuder,  mercy  I  you  crye, 
Send  me  no  more  unto  noon  hethenesse, 
But  thanke  my  lord  her  of  his  kyndenesse.* 

Who  can  the  pytous  joye  telle  al 
Bitwix  hem  thre,  sith  tiiey  be  thus  i-mettot 
But  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  I  schal ; 
The  day  goth  &st^  I  wOl  nolenger  lette. 
This  glade  folk  to  dyner  they  ben  sette; 
In  joye  and  blys  at  mete  I  let  hem  dweller 
A  thousand  fold  wel  more  than  I  can  telle. 

This  child  j^laurice  was  siththen  emperour 
I-maad  by  the  pope,  and  lyved  cristenly, 
To  Gxistes  chirche  dede  he  gret  honour. 
But  I  let  al  his  story  passen  by, 
Of  Custaunce  is  my  tale* special^; 
In  olde  Bomayn  gestes  men  may  fynd 
Maurices  ly^  I  here  it  nought  in  mynde. 

This  kyng  Alia  whan  he  his  tyme  say, 
With  his  Constaunce,  his' holy  wyf  so  swete. 
To  Engelond  they  com  the  righte  way. 
Wher  as  they  lyve  in  joye  and  in  quyete. 
But  litel  whil  it  last,  I  you  bihfete, 
Joy  of  this  world  for  tyme  wol*  lot  abyde^ 
IVo  day  to  night  it  chaungeth  as  the  tyde.* 


I  U  margiii  of  US.  C.  U  *  A  aiane  niqiM  id  Ttfperam 
1 1  lai«B(  tjmstaam  et  gftodeBt  sd  «Qiuim  (vgial.*.^ 


THIS  XAV  OF  LAWX8  TAUL  806 

Who  lyved  erer  in  rach  delyt  a  day/ 
That  Lim  ne  meved  eyther  his  conscienoey 
Orire,  or  talent^  or  gom  mimer  afiraj, 
EaTj,  or  pride,  or  passioun,  or  offence? 
I  ne  say  but  for  this  ende  this  sentence. 
That  litel  whil  in  joye  or  in  j)lesaunce 
Lasteth  the  blis  of  Alia  witli  CusUninre. 

For  deth,  that  takth  of  heigh  and  low  his  rent^ 
Whan  passed  was  a  yeere,  as  I  gesse^ 
Out  of  this  worlde  kyng  Alia  he  heut. 
For  whom  Custauns  hath  ful  gret  hevynesse. 
Kow  let  us  pray  that  God  his  aoule  blesse ! 
And  dame  Custaunce,  fynally  to  say. 
Toward  the  toun  of  Borne  goth  hir  way. 

To  Rome  is  come  this  nobil  creature, 
Aiil  fynt  hir  freendes  ther  bothe  hool  and  sound; 
Now  is  sche  skaped  al  hir  aventure. 
And  whanne  sche  her  fader  had  i-founde, 
Doun  on  hir  knees  fallcth  sche  to  grouude, 
Wepyng  for  tendimes  in  herte  blithe 
Sche  heried  God  an  hundred  thousand  sithe. 

In  Tertu  and  in  holy  almes-^iede 
They  lyven  alle,  and  never  asondre  wende; 
Til  deth  departe  hem,  this  lyf  they  lede. 
And  far  now  wel,  my  tale  is  at  an  enda 
Now  Jhesu  Crist,  that  of  his  might  may  sends 
Joy  after  wo,  goveme  us  in  his  grace. 
And  keep  ous  alle  that  ben  in  this  place.' 

>  In  Bafffn  of  MS.  CU  *  Quis  unqnam  unam  diem  toUm  la  MS 
dilectioBe  duxlt  Jtieiiiidain?  Quem  in  aliquA  parte  dlei  reatu  ooii> 
fleiei&tS««Tel  impetna  irs*  yel  xnotui  concupiscent  iae  non  torbavit,'  ae. 

3  In  some  of  the  MSS.  The  Afarclutund^s  Tblc  follows  that  of  7%e  Afam 
^  Lowe.    The  Harl.  MS.  erroneoiulf  placea  the  Proloffe  to  the  Shtp* 
maiCt  lide  befbre  The  n'uf  <it  Bathee  I^rotope;  to  which  latter  tbcra 
are  the  loUimlnf  four  introductory  lines  in  the  Laned.  MS.  :^ 
*  Than  fchortly  ansewarde  the  wife  of  Bathe* 
And  iwore  a  wonder  grete  hathe. 
•Be  Goddes  bones,  I  will  tel  next, 
I  will  not  glose,  but  saye  the  text.  i 

Sxpcriment,  thoagh  none  anctoilta,"  fte. 

VOL,  Xm  X 


806  ram  cabtesbubt  taus 


TIIE  PROLOGE   OF  THE  WTF  OF  BATHE.^ 

XpXPERIENS,  though  noon  auctorite 

-^  Were  in  this  world,  it  were  ynough  for  ma 

To  speke  of  wo  that  is  in  manage ; 

For,  lordyngs,  syns  I  twelf  yer  was  of  age^ 

I  thank  it  God  that  ia  eteme  on  lyve, 

Hoiisbondes  atte  chirch  dore  I  have  had  fjve,* 

For  I  80  ofte  might  have  weddid  be, 

And  alle  were  worthy  men  in  here  degre. 

But  me  was  taught,  nought  longe  tyme  goon  i% 

That  synnes  Crist  went  never  but  onys 

To  weddyng,  in  the  Cane  of  Galile, 

That  by  the  same  enaampul  tatight  he  me 

That  I  ne  weddid  schulde  be  but  ones. 

Lo,  herken  such  a  scharp  word  for  the  nones  ! 

Biside  a  welle  Jhesus^  Ctod  and  man, 

Spak  in  reproof  of  the  Samaritan : 

*  Thou  hast  y-had  fy  ve  housbondes,*  quod  he ; 

'  And  that  ilk-man,  which  that  now  hath  the. 

Is  nought  thin  housbond  ;*  tlius  he  sayd  certayn ; 

What  that  he  ment  thcrby,  I  can  not  sayn. 

But  that  I  axe,  why  the  lyfte  man 

Was  nought  housbond  to  the  Samaritan t 

How  many  might  sche  have  in  manage  t 

Yit  herd  I  never  tellen  in  myu  age 


1  It  ft^ipean  that  the  ffnf  ^  Dnthf't  Hniogt  wag  a  kind  of  eonpo- 
dtlon  often  recitc'd  by  the  minHtrch  or  foidovin.  EnMoraa,  in  liu 
BeeUfkuftest  speaking  of  such  prvaciicn  an  imitated  the  tone  of  bcgi^an 
or  mountebanks,  laya,  *  Apod  Ani^loa,'  &c.  *  Among  the  Enf  U»h  ia  • 
kind  of  men  like  those  called  In  Italy  circulatont^  who  Intrude  them* 
•eWei  Into  the  feasU  of  persons  of  rank,  or  into  wine-shops,  and  re- 
cite some  discourse  which  they  have  learned  by  heart,  such  as  that 
deaik  it  tupnme  over  alt,  or  a  praise  itfmatrimonp.*  Bnt  though  Chancer 
has  adopted  a  sobject  and  mode  of  composltioii  which  were  probably 
tlready  popi^lar,  his  treatment  of  it,  for  wit  nnd  hnmoar,  eue  nnd 
knowledge  of  human  natnre,Ms  to  be  equalled,  only  hf  the  delfntatlww 
•i  Shakespeare^ 

•  flee  onle,  p.  97,  note  L 

O       >,.  .... 


^-/^i?fi.  v^ 
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Uppon  ihianoumYvre  diffinicioun. 

Men  may  divine  and  glosen  up  and  doon; 

But  wel  I  wot,  withouten  eny  lye, 

God  bad  us  for  to  wax  and  multiplie; 

That  gentil  tixt  can  I  wel  undentonde. 

£k  wel  I  wot,  he  aayd,  myn  houscbonde 

Sdiuld  lete  &der  and  modcr,  and  folwo  me ; 

But  of  no  nonmber  mencionn  made  he^ 

Of  bygamye  or  of  octogamye  ;* 

Why  schuld  men  speken  of  that  vilonyet 

£x>  hier  the  wise  kyng  dann  Salonion, 

I  trow  he  hadde  Wes  mo  than  oon, 

Ab  wold  Gk>d  it  were  leful  unto  me 

To  be  refreiffihed  half  bo  oft  as  he  I 

Whioh  gift  of  God  had  he  for  alie  his  wyvvs! 

No  man  hath  such,  that  in  the  world  on  Ijve  ia 

God  wot,  this  nobil  king,  as  to  my  wit^ 

The  firste  night  had  many  a  mery  fit 

With  ech  of  hem,  so  wel  was  him  on  lyve. 

I-blessid  be  God  that  I  have  weddid  fy  ve !' 

Welcome  the  sixte  whan  that  ever  he  schal ! 

For  sothe  I  nyl  not  kcpe  me  cliast  in  a] ; 

Whan  myn  housbond  is  fro  the  worM  i-gon, 

Som  cristne  man  schal  wcddc  me  unoony 

For  than  thapostil'  saith  that  I  am  fre 

To  wedde,  a  goddis  haf,  wher  so  it  be.        "  ' 

He  saith,  that  to  be  weddid  is  no  s}mne; 

Bet  ia  to  be  weddid  than  to  bzynne.* 


>  Bigattj,  aoeordins  to  the  caoonUtt,  emitlftcd  (not  onlf  In  mar- 
tying  two  wlret  at  a  Ume,bat)  in  manying  two  pplnstcra  BQccenvivi  ty. 
or  a  widow  at  all,  and  was  inppo»cd  to  argne  pn^'sionsi  90  unr«-rtr]itDi  d 
as  to  incapacitate  the  bigamist  for  ever  ttom  rfctiving  tiuly  order*,  in 
aeootdanoe  with  1  Tim.  lU.  z,  as  the/  understood  it. 

i  The  second  Camb.  MS.  collated  by  »Ir.  Wrights  several.  Mr^Hi 
qoolad^bfcTyrwhitt,  and  the  printed  editions,  after  this  verve,  reaaa*- 

•  Of  whicbe  I  have  pyked  oat  the  bcste, 
Bothe  of  here  nether  pun  and  of  here  chcste.' 

.  vlL  3.  *  I  Cor.  vli.  9. 

X  2 
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^    ,  ^    .    Wliai  recchith  me  what  folk  sayn  vilojne 

'hr  i  .'  /.  '  ^  1     Of  schrewith  Lametli,  and  of  his  bigamjef* 
I  wot  wel  Abram  was  an  holy  man, 
And  Jacob  eek,  as  ferforth  as  I  can. 
And  ech  of  hem  had  wjves  mo  than  tuo. 
And  many  another  holy  man  also. 
Whaii  sawc  ye  in  e  .ly  inaner  age 
That  highe  God  dcfeudid'  mariage 
By  expres  word?     I  pmy  you  tellith  mej 
Or  wher  commaunded  he  ^irginite  \  -   .         r 

I  wot  as  wel  as  yc,  it  is  no  drede,  —  ' ' 

Thapostil,  whan  he  spekth  of  maydenhede, 
He  sayd,  that  precept  thcrof  had  he  noon ;' 
Men  may  connseil  a  womman  to  be  oon, 
But  counselyng  nys  no  comaundement; 
He  put  it  in  our  owne  juggement. 
For  hadde  God  comaundid  maydenhede, 
.    .    .'/  .     ;   *     Than  had  he  damjnyd  weddyng  with  the  dede;    ?  jC- 
And  certes,  if  ther  were  no  seed  i-sowe, 
Virginite  whereon  schuld  it  growef 
Foul  ne  dorst  not  comaunde  atte  lest 
A  thing,  of  which  his  mabter  gaf  non  best 
The  dart*  is  set  upon  vii^nite, 
Cach  who  so  may,  who  rennith  best  let  se. 
But  this  word  is  not  taken  of  eyery  wight. 
But  ther  as  God  list  give  it  of  his  might. 
I  wot  wel  that  thapostil  was  a  mayde^ 
But  naiheleSy  though  that  he  wrot  or  sayde, 


■  0«a.  Iv.    There  rant  through  the  whole  of  thit  doetrine  about 
bigamy  a  eonftuion  between  manying  twice  and  baring  two  wivea  at 
▲11  that  is  Mid  in  Scripture  about  Ugamy  ia  the  latter  aeaee.li 


Applied  to  it  in  the  former. 
S  Ltkf 


Like  the  French  d^fwim^  to  forbid. 
>iCor.TU.tf. 
▲  dart  orcpear  waa  a  nsoal  prise  for  nmning,  at  la  Lydgata 
*  ▲nd  oft  it  happeneth  be  that  bett  ron 
Doth  not  tte  tfen  Uke  hit  deeert  poeeede.' 
The  mea&log  of  the  text  it:— ▲  great  reward  it  indeed  pramited  to  vlr. 
glnityi  ititoneof  tbeooMiMeb<eJ^jMr>teijoN;  butitiaaot  eommandcd. 
aU  hare  not  a  fooatioa  for  it.   The  aUuiloB  la  to  Xatl.  ziz^  ard 
tOor.TiL 
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He  wolde  tliat  everj  wight  were  sach  at  hOi 

Al  nys  bat  ooimseil  onto  Tirgimte^ 

And  for  to  ben  a  wyf  be  gaf  me  leye^ 

Of  indulgence,  so  nys  it  to  repreTe 

To  wedde  me,  if  that  my  make  defBf 

Withoute  excepcioun  of  bigamye; 

Al  were  it  good  no  womman  for  to  tonohe^ 

(He  mente  in  hia  bed  or  in  his  conohe) 

For  peril  is  bothe  fuyr  and  tow  to  assemble; 

Ye  knowe  what  this  ensample  wold  rseemblk 

This  is  al  and  som,  he  holdith  viiginite 

More  parfit  than  weddying  in  firelte; 

(Frelte  clepe  I,  but  if  that  he  and  scha 

Wold  leden  al  ther  lif  in  chastite). 

I  graunt  it  wel,  I  hare  noon  enTje^ 

Though  maidenhede  preferred  bygamye; 

It  liketh  hem  to  be  clone  in  bodj  and  gost; 

Of  myn  estate  I  nyl  make  no  host 

For  wel  ye  wot,  a  lord  in  his  household 

He  nath  not  every  vessel  ful  of  gold;" 

Som  ben  of  tre,  and  don  her  lord  seryise 

God  depth  folk  to  him  in  sondry  wise^  " 

And  every  hath  of  God  a  propre  gifte, 

Som  this,  som  that,  as  him  likith  to  schifteu 

Virginite  is  gret  perfeccioun,* 

And  continens  eek  with  gret  devocioun; 

But  Christ,  that  of  perfeccioun  is  welle. 

Bad  nought  every  wight  schuld  go  and  sello 

Al  that  he  had,  and  give  it  to  the  pore^ 

And  in  such  wise  folwe  him  and  his  lore.* 

He  spak  to  hem  that  wolde  ly ve  parfytly, 

Andy  lordyngs,  by  your  Icve,  that  am  not  I ; 

I  wol  bystowe  the  flour  of  myn  age 

In  the  actes  and  in  the  fruytes  of  mariaga 

Tel  me  also,  to  what  conclusioun 

>  Pr^^  Mems  to  be  a  neater  verb,  nguitylng  U  letter  than, 
s  »  Tim  tl.  so.  *  Matt.  xix.  ji, 

«  BacLJCa.  reade/lire,  whloh  ie  piobaldf  *«Mv«lcrieel  cmrr-^Iki 
mdioff  in  the  text  to  ftom  Tjrwhltt. 
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Were  membres  maad  of  generacioun, 
And  of  so  parfit  wiae^  a  wight  y-wroughtl 
Tnistith  right  wel,  thay  were  nought  maad  fornouglil 
Close  who  so  wol,  and  saje  bothe  up  and  douu, 
That  they  were  made  for  pui-gacioun, 
Oure  bothe  uryn,  and  thinges  smale, 
Were  eek  to  kQowe  a  femel  fro  a  male; 
And  for  non  other  cause : — say  ye  nol 
Thexperiens  wot  wel  it  is  not  so. 
So  that  these  derkes  ben  not  with  me  wrothi, 
I  say  thiS)  that  thay  makid  ben  for  bothe^ 
This  is  to  say,  for  office  and  for  ease 
Of  engendrure,  ther  we  God  nought  displease. 
Why  schuld  men  elles  in  her  bokes  sette. 
That  man  schal  yelde  to  his  wif  his  dette ; 
Now  wherwith  schuld  he  make  his  payement^ 
If  he  ne  used  his  sely  instrument  1 
Than  were  thay  maad  upon  a  creature 
To  purge  uryn,  and  eek  for  engendrure. 
But  I  say  not  that  every  wight  is  holde. 
That  hath  such  barneys  as  I  to  you  tolde^ 
To  gon  and  usen  hem  in  engendrure ; 
Than  schuld  men  take  of  chastite  no  cure. 
Crist  was  a  mayde,  and  schapen  as  a  man. 
And  many  a  seynt,  sin  that  the  world  bygan, . 
Yet  lyyed  thay  ever  in  paifyt  chastite. 
I  nyl  envye  no  virginite. 
Let  hem  be  bred  of  pured  whete  seed, 
*7     A  r  And  let  us  wyves  eten  barly  breed. 

And  yet  with  barly  bred,  men  telle  can, 
Oure  Lord  Jhesu  refireisschid  many  a  man. 
Li  such  astaat  as  God  hath  deped  ous 
I  wil  perserer,  I  am  not  precious; 
In  wjrfhode  I  wil  use  myn  instrument 
AJb  frely  as  my  maker  hieith  me  it  sent. 
^,      ' '{ .'  id' .    If  I  be  daungerousy  God  give  me  sorwe, 

1   •  -  ^lJ'^   Myn  houisbond  schal  han  it  at  eve  and  morw«, 
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Wluin  that  him  list  oom  forth  and  pay  hia  daiia 

Au  hoQsbond  wol  I  have,  I  vol  not  lette, 

Which  Bchal  be  bothe  my  dettour  and  my  thnl, 

And  have  his  tiibnlacioun  withal 

Upon  his  fleissch,  whil  that  I  am  his  wyf. 

I  have  the  power  daryng  al  my  lif 

Upon  his  propre  body,  and  not  he; 

Right  thus  thBtpostil^  told  it  nnto  me. 

And  bad  oure  housbondes  for  to  lore  us  wel: 

Al  this  sentence  me  likith  every  del* 

Up  start  the  pardoner,  and  that  anoon ; 
'  Now,  dame,*  quod  he,  '  by  God  and  by  seint  Jon, 
Ye  ben  a  noble  prechonr  in  this  caas. 
I  was  aboute  to  wedde  a  wif,  allaas! 
What?  sohal  I  buy  it  on  my  fleiseh  so  deeret 
Yit  had  I  lever  wedde  no  wyf  to  yere  f 
'  Abyd,*  quod  sche, '  my  tale  is  not  bygonna. 
Nay,  thou  schalt  drinke  of  another  tonne 
£r  that  I  go,  schal  savere  wors  than  ale. 
And  whan  that  I  have  told  the  forth  my  tal« 
Of  tribuladoun  in  manage, 
Of  which  I  am  expert  in  aJ  myn  age, 
This  is  to  say,  myself  hath  ben  the  whippe. 
Than  might  thou  chese  whethir  thou  wilt  sippe 
Of  thilke  tomie,  that  I  schal  abroche. 
Be  war  of  it,  er  thou  to  neigh  approche. 
For  I  schal  telle  ensamples  mo  than  ten: 
Who  so  that  nyl  be  war  by  other  men 
By  him  schal  other  men  corrected  be. 
The  same  wordes  writes  Ptholome,* 

1  Ephcf.  T.  a5.  It  it  difflealt  toreooneile  tha  aocoant  which  oor  hit* 
torUna  ffiv«  of  the  ignoranoe  of  Seriptara  prevailing  in  the  middlt 
•gea,  with  the  fact  that  almost  all  tha  writings  of  those  timet  which 
hare  come  down  to  na  are  flUed  vrith  allnsions  to  the  sacred  writing*, 
upon  the  Hebraisms  of  which,  indeed,  their  barbaroos  Latin  is  fbnnded, 
Jnst  as  tlie  peculiar  phraseology  of  .the  Puritans  ia  derived  flvm  the 
English  translation  of  the  Bible. 

s  In  the  margin  of  MS.,  c.  i.,  ia  the  following  quotation :— ^  Qui  per 
alios  non  oorrigitur,  alii  per  ipsnm  corrigentur.*  Bnt  I  cannot  iaA 
an/  aoch  passage  in  the  AbnagetU^^T, 
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Kede  in  Yob  Almngesty  and  tak  it  them* 

*  Dame,  I  wold  pray  you,  if  that  youre  wilJ« 
Sayde  this  pardoner,  '  as  ye  bigan, 
Tel  forth  yoore  tale,  and  sparith  for  no  man, 
Teche  us  yonge  men  of  your  practike.' 

*  Gladly/  quod  ache,  *  syns  it  may  yow  like. 
But  that  I  pray  to  al  this  company^ 

If  that  I  speke  after  my  ^ntaaie, 

As  taketh  nought  agrccf  of  that  I  say. 

For  myn  entente  is  nought  but  to  play. 

XlTow,  sires,  now  vol  I  telle  forth  my  tale. 
As  ever  mote  I  drinke  wyn  or  ale, 
I  schal  say  soth  of  housbondes  that  I  hadde. 
As  thre  of  hem  were  goode,  and  tuo  were  badda 
Ttto  of  hem  were  goodie,  riche,  and  olde; 
Unnethes  mighte  thay  the  statute  holde 
In  which  that  thay  were  bounden  unto  n«e; 
Ye  wot  wel  what  I  mene  of  this  pard^ ! 
As  help  me  God,  I  laugh  whan  that  I  thinker 
How  pitously  on  night  I  made  hem  swynke^ 
''         But^  by  my  fay!  I  toLi  of  it  no  stoor;  s       .       ^ 

Thay  had  me  give  her  lond  and  her  tresor,  /  r^.*-r- , 

Me  nedith  not  no  liniger  doon  diligence  ' 

To  Wynne  her  love  or  doon  hem  reverence. 

.  Thay  loved  me  so  wel,  hy  God  abovel 

If       '   .  .-      That  I  tolde  no  deynte  of  her  love.  ^       \ 

A  wys  womman  wol  bysi  hir  ever  in  con         ^^■'  ^'  '.'  J 
To  gete  hir  love,  there  sche  hath  noon. 
But  synnes  I  had  hem  holly  in  myn  hond. 
And  synnes  thay  had  me  geven  al  her  lond. 
What  schuld  I  take  keep  hem  for  to  please^ 
But  it  were  for  my  profyt,  or  myn  easel 
I  sette  hem  so  on  werke,  by  my  &y! 
That  many  a  night  thay  songen  weylawmy. 
The  bacoun  was  ncaght  fet  for  hem,  I  trowe^ 
That  som  men  fecche  in  Essex  at  DonirH>wa^ 

JjOKd  Fitowmlter,  In  Um  reign  of  Uenrr  III.,  onkrad  thtA  what* 
'^v  iiuntedeoaple  did  aol  qaurel  ar  TCpamt  «f  their  Barrkige  witblv 
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I  goramed  htm  to  wel  after  1117  law«^ 
That  ech  of  hem  ful  blisfal  was  and  fawa 
To  bringe  me  gaye  ihingeu  fro  the  fidre. 
Thaj  were  fbl  glad  whan  I  spak  to  hem  fiure; 
For,  God  it  woot,  I  chidde  hem  apitoualy. 
Now  herkeneth  how  I  bar  me  proprely, 
Te  wise  wyyes,  that  can  understonde, 
ThtiB  Bcholde  ye  apeke,  and  bere  hem  wrong  on 
For  half  so  boldely  can  ther  no  man  [honde ; 

Swere  and  lye  as  a  womman  can.* 
(I  say  not  by  wyves  that  ben  wise^ 
But  if  it  be  whan  thay  ben  mysavise.) 
I  wis  a  wif,  if  that  sche  can  hir  good, 
Schal  beren  him  on  hond  the  cow  is  wood,* 
And  take  witnes  on  hir  oughne  mayde 
Of  hire  assent;  but  herkenith  how  I  sayda 
^  Bee,  olde  cayiiard,  is  this  thin  arrayf 
Why  is  my  n^hebores  wif  so  gay  t 

•  ft»  tad  •  day,  tbonld  go  to  hit  prioir  of  Dnnmow,  \n  Ksmx,  and 
reeelTe  a  flitch  of  baeon,  on  twearinfr  to  the  trath,  kneellns  on  two 
•toDct  in  the  ehoivbyanl.  The  flitch  has  aeeurdingix  been  claimed  ftom 
time  to  time,  the  last  occasion  being  at  a  meeting  of  the  Dnnmow  Agri- 
cultnfa]  Society  in  January,  i83B.  as  reconled  In  the  Cktlmtjbrd  Chro» 
n^cfeof  that  date.  See  also  llLouirr^  Jocu/orTVnMref.edit  i784«  P^  a9d.  ▲ 
similar  eostom  prevailed  at  Whichenorer^— rix>Tr'8  Iii$t.qjrStqgbrdtkirt, 
Tyrwhitt  says  it  also  existed  in  Bretagne,  and  quotes  the  following  :— 
'  A  I'abbaie  Sainct  3Ielaine.  pres  Kennes,  y  a  plus  de  six  oens  ans  sont, 
nn  cocl^  de  lard  encore  tout  frais  et  non  conompo,  at  ncantmolns  rood 
ct  ordonntf  anx  premiers  qui  par  an  ct  Jour  enieroble  mariea  ont  vescii 
•ans  debat,  grondement.  et  sans  s'en  repentir.* — ContenPEutre^t  torn.  U» 
p.  161.   [It  has  be«  datmad  mora  recently,  la  fSit,  1855.  and  iSi^.-* 

I  This  latakm  fifom  the  Roman  de  la  J7ofe.*^ 

*  Gar  pins  hardlment  que  nols  homffls^ 
Certainenient  jurent  et  mcntent.' 

t  ShaU.  main  thsm  beUara  fiil^ly  th»t  the  oow  la  wood,  whidr  may 
signify  cither  that  the  cow  is  wutd  or  made  of  wood;  which  of  the  two*  ii 
tlie  pnAsrable  interpretation  it  w\ll  be  safott  not  to  determine  tlH-wv 
can  disoorer  the  old  story  to  which  this  phrsse  smns  to  be  a  proverbial 
allw^on.— T.    [ irood  fs '  mad  ;*  else  we  should  have  wood«it.— W.  W.  6.] 

»  Tyrwhitt  says,  •  In  the  following  speech,  It  would  be  endlew  la 
point  out  all  Ctiaucer's  imitation!*.  The  bpginning  is  from  the  fragb 
nient  of  Tlieophm<«tos  quoted  by  St.  Jerome  c.  JontL,  and  tj  John  «| 
SaUsbBiy.  i^bl^entt.,  Ub.  vUL  e.  xi.^S«a  also  itosMM  ds  la  Jlies. 
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8ehe  ib  honoured  over  al  ther  sche  goth ; 

I  sltte  at  horn,  I  hare  no  thriftj  cloth. 

What  dostow  at  mj  neighebores  honsl 

Is  iche  80  fi&irt  what,  artow  amorous! 

What  roune  ye  with  hir  maydenesf  ben'xUcit^ 

8ir  olde  lecchour,  let  thi  japes  be. 

And  if  I  have  a  gossib,  or  a  frend 

Withouten  gilt,  thou  chidest  as  a  fend, 

If  that  I  walk  or  play  unto  his  hous. 

Thou  oomest  horn  as  dronken  as  a  mous.^ 

And  prechist  on  thy  bench,  with  evel  prcof^ 

Thou  saist  to  me,  it  is  a  gret  meschief  ^ 

To  wedde  a  pover  womman,  for  costage ;         U^  rJ^^ 

And  if  that  sche  be  riche  and  of  parage, 

Thanne  saist  thou,  that  it  is  a  tormentrie 

To  sufire  hir  pride  and  hir  malencolie. 

And  if  that  sche  be  ftir,  thou  verray  knavr, 

Thou  saist  that  eveiy  holour  wol  hir  have; 

Sche  may  no  while  in  chaatite  abyde, 
.  That  is  ttuayled  thus  on  eche  syde. 

Thou  saist  that  som  folk  desire  us  for  riches, 

Som  for  our  schap,  and  som  for  our  tairnes, 

And  some,  for  that  sche  can  synge  and  daunce, 

And  some  for  gentilesse  or  daliaunce, 

Som  for  hir  handes  and  hir  armcs  smale: 

Thus  goth  al  to  the  devel  by  thi  tale. 
'  Thou  saist,  men  may  nought  kepe  a  castel  wal. 

It  may  so  be  biseged  over  aL 

And  if  sche  be  foul,  thanne  thou  saist^  that  sche 

Ooveitith  every  man  that  sche  may  se; 

For,  as  a  spaynel,  sche  wol  on  him  lepe, 

in  that  sche  fynde  som  man  hire  to  chepe. 


I  III  t  Bote  on  tblf  cxpreaioD.  Mr.  Wriftht  qootci  a  letter  fi^om  • 
nook  of  rrwton.  In  which  the  writer  wjt  that  hit  brother  monk»  of 
liat  hooM  *  dr]rnk  an  bowll  after  eollacyon  teil  ten  or  xii.  of  the 
flock,  and  come  to  matten^  as  dronek  at  mir«.'— *  Lett«n  relatfug  to  tho 
nppVNrion  of  the  mowuterica ;'  Camd.  Sodetjr'^  pnbltoatiOBi. 
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Ke  noon  so  gray  a  goos  goth  in  the  lake. 

As  sajest  thou,  wol  be  withouten  make.^ 

And  aaisty  it  is  an  hard  thing  for  to  wolde 

Thing,  that  do  man  wol,  his  willes,  holde.' 

Thus  seistow,  lord,  whan  thou  gost  to  bed  Je, 

And  that  no  wys  man  nedith  for  to  wedde, 

Ne  no  man  that  entendith  unto  hevene. 

With  wilde  thunder  dynt  and  fuyry  levene 

Mote  thi  wid^ed  necke  be  to-broke  1 

Thou  saist,  that  drogpyDg  hous,  and  eek  smoke^ 

And  chydyng  wyves  maken  men  to  fle 

Out  of  here  oughne  hous;  a»  henedicUe, 

What  eylith  such  an  old  man  for  to  chydet 

Thou  seist,  we  wyves  woln  oure  yices  hide^ 

Til  we  ben  weddid,  and  than  we  wil  hem  schewe; 

Wei  may  that  be  a  proverbe  of  a  schrewe. 

Thou  saist,  that  a^sen,  oxen^  and  houndes, 

Thay  ben  assayed  at  divers  stoundes,  '  /; , 

BasynSy  lavours  eek,  er  men  £em  bye^ 

8pones,  stooles,  and  al  such  housbondrie^ 

Also  pottes,  clothes,  and  array; 

But  folk  of  wyves  maken  non  assay. 

Til  thay  ben  weddid,  olde  dotard  schrewe  I 

And  thanne,  saistow,  we  woln  oure  vices  sohewe. 

Thou  saist  aJso,  tliat  it  displesith  me 

But  if  that  thou  wilt  praysen  my  beante, 

And  but  thou  pore  alway  in  my  fkoe, 

And  clepe  me  faire  dame  in  eveiy  place; 

And  but  thou  make  a  fest  on  thilke  day 

That  I  was  bom,  and  make  me  fireisch  and  gay; 

1  .Zbere  It  aeommoD  ptovcrb  faFrtnohof  thetuMimport:— ^  Cbtiqn 
(pi  ft  Mm  convenle.' 

t  Tyrwhltt  retdi— 

*  And  layst  It  li  tn  bsrd  thln^  to  mXAt 
A  thing  that  no  man  will,  hlf  thanket,  hdde.* 
In  the  glooaiy  he  interprets  wtJde,  govern.  The  meaning,  not  at  flnt 
otyrtooa,  It,  It  i«  hard  to  be  obliged  to  wield,  or  govern,  a  thing  (meaning 
hit  wife)  which  no  one  would  willingly  continue  to  bold  or  potsest.  The. 
cxprettioii,  Mf  thtmkit  like  Ms  wiUa,  hat  been  already  tJWlalaed, 
muu,  p,  14a,  note  u 
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And  bat  thou  do  my  nonce  hononre, 

And  to  my  chamberer  withinne  my  bourfl^ 

And  to  mj  fiidres  folk,  and  myn  allies: 

Thus  Babtow,  olde  barel  ful  of  lies! 

And  yit  of  oure  apprentys  Jankyn, 

For  his  crisp  her,  schynyng  as  gold  so  fyn^ 

And  for  he  squiereth  me  up  and  doun. 

Yet  hastow  caught  a  fids  suspeccionn ; 

I  nyl  him  nought,  though  thou  were  deed  to  morwes. 

But  tel  me  wherfor  hydestow  with  sorwe 

The  keyes  of  thy  chist  away  fro  met 

It  is  my  good  as  wel  as  thin,  parde.^  [dame  f 

'What!   wenest  thou  make  an  ydiot  of  onra 
Now  by  that  lord  that  cleped  is  seint  Jame, 
Thow  schalt  not  bothe,  tliough  thou  were  wood. 
Be  maister  of  my  body  and  of  my  good; 
That  oon  thou  schalt  forgo  maugre  thin  yen! 
What  helpeth  it  on  me  tenqueren  or  espien} 
I  trowe  thou  woldest  lokke  me  in  thy  chest 
Thou  scholdist  say,  '  wif,  go  wher  the  lest; 
Take  youre  disport;  I  nyl  lieve  no  talis; 
I  know  yow  for  a  trewe  wi(  dame  Alia.* 
We  loreth  no  man,  that  takith  keep  or  charge 
Wher  that  we  goon;  we  loye  to  be  at  large. 

'  Of  alle  men  i-blessed  most  he  be 
The  wise  astrologe  daun  Ptholome,* 
That  saith  this  proverbe  in  his  Almagest: 
Of  alle  men  his  wisedom  is  highest, 
That  rekkith  not  who  hath  the  world  in  hondei 
By  this  proyerbe  thou  schalt  understonde^ 
Have  thou  ynough,  what  thar  the  recch  or  care 
How  merily  that  other  folkes  fare! 
For  oertes,  olde  dotard,  with  your  leve^ 
Ye  schul  have  queynte  right  ynough  at  eva 


I  avO.,  or  Mi.     So  Numb.  xrl.  14,  Korah  aad  Dttluui 
•WUt  thoa  put  ovt  tlMejet  of  thcM  ni«ii  ?* 
•  TlM  lliYvA^  Svrra^t  of  PlolHir.  oiOkd  tj  tte  Ante  JiMyteM. 
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He  ii  to  gret  a  nygard  that  wol  wer^e  [  /^c /i^C^ 

A  man  to  light  a  candel  at  his  bmteme;  V      ^ 

He  aohal  have  never  the  laase  lights  pardcti 
Hare  thoa  yaough,  the  thar  not  pleyne  the, 
'  Thoa  saiat  ako,  that  if  we  make  ne  gay 
With  clothing  and  with  piedooB  arrajy 
That  it  18  penl  of  our  chastite. 
And  yity  with  sorwe,  thou  most  enfbfce  the^ 
And  say  these  wordes  in  thapostles  name:^ 
In  abyt  maad  with  chastite  and  schame 
Ye  wommen  schnld  apparayl  yow,  quod  he. 
And  nought  with  tre^ed  her,  and  gay  I>en<.      ^ '  *  * '' '  *  *" 
As  paries,  ne  with  golden  clothis  xiohe.  ^^ 

After  thy  text,  ne  after  thin  rubriche,  ^ 

I  wol  nought  wirche  as  moche  as  a  gnat.  /  ' 

Thow  saist  thus  that  I  was  lik  a  eat; 
For  who  so  wolde  senge  the  cattes  skyn. 
Than  wold  the  catte  duellen  in  his  in; 
And  if  the  cattes  skyn  be  slyk  and  gay, 
Scbe  wol  not  duelle  in  house  half  a  day, 
But  forth  sche  wil,  er  eny  day  be  dawet, 
To  schewe  hir^kyn,  and  goon  a  oaterwrawet 
This  is  to  say,  if  I  bo  gay,  sir  schrewe, 
I  wol  renne  aboute,  my  borel  for  to  schewe. 
Sir  olde  fool,  what  helpith  the  to  aspien  t 
Though  thou  praydest  Argus  with  his  hundrid  yen 
To  be  my  wardeoorps,  as  he  can  best. 
In  faith  he  schuld  not  kepe  me  but  if  me*  lest ;  /* 

Yit  couthe  I  make  his  herd,  though  <jueynte  he  be^  /^  "^y^  ' 
Thou  saydest  eek,  that  ther  ben  thinges  thre,\  \'  '''  ''^' 
The  whiche  thinges  troublen  al  this  erthe,  ^^     ^, 

And  that  no  wight  may  endure  the  ferthe.  :'  *' '   ' 

O  leve  sire  schrewe,  Jhesu  schorte  thy  lif  I 
Yit  prechestow,  and  saist,  an  hateful  wif 
I-rekened  is  for  oon  of  these  meschaunces. 
Ben  ther  noon  other  of  thy  resemblaunces 


1  1  Tim.  U.  9.  8  OTid'8  j 

_  j^Ur.J!Mghit readt  Jte,  which  SMfcwat 

r!f  fruniTyiwUitL 
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That  je  may  liken  youre  parables  onto^ 

But  if  a  cely  wyf  be  oon  of  tho? 

Thow  likeaest  wommannes  lore  to  helle, 

To  bareyn  loud,  ther  water  may  not  duelle. 

Thou  likenest  it  also  to  wilde  fajr ; 

The  more  it  brenneth,  the  more  it  hath  desir 

To  oonsume  every  thing,  that  brent  wol  be. 

Thou  saist^  right  as  wormes  schenden  a  tre. 

Right  8o  a  wif  schendith  hir  housebonde ; 

Tlua  knowen  tho  that  ben  to  wyres  bonde. ' 

Lordyngea,  right  thus^  as  ye  han  nnderstonde^ 
Bar  I  styf  myn  hoosebondes  on  honde, 
That  thuB  thay  sayde  in  her  dronkenesse; 
And  al  was  £ils,  but  that  I  took  witnesse 
On  Jankyn,  and  upon  my  nece  also. 

0  Lord,  the  peyne  I  dede  hem,  and  the  wo^ 
Ful  gulteles^  by  Groddes  swete  pyne; 

.  For  as  an  hora,  I  oouthe  bothe  bite  and  whyne; 

',  / .  ^  ''^:  I  oouthe  pleyne^  and  yet  I  was  in  the  gilt,  *    ^  '  —  6 

i  Or  elles  1  hadde  often  tyme  be  spilt.  i 

Who  so  first  eometh  to  the  my  lie,  first  gtynt;^ 

ff  f  \  t    '        I  pleyned  first,  so  was  oure  werre  stynt.  ' ' « ^C^  ^ 

Thay  were  ful  glad  to  excuse  hem  ful  blyva 
Of  thing,  that  thay  never  agilt  in  her  lyve^ 
And  wenches  wold  I  beren  hem  on  honde, 

'  .'•'  V     /  < .  .*    Whan  that  for  seek  thay  might  unnethes  stonde^ 
Yit  tykeled  I  his  herte  for  that  he 
Wende  I  had  of  him  so  gret  chierete. 

1  swor  that  al  my  walkyng  out  a  nyghi 
Was  for  to  aspie  wenches  that  he  dight. 
Under  that  colour  had  I  many  a  m£rthe. 
For  al  such  witte  is  geven  us  of  birthe; 
Deoeipt  wepyng,  spynuyng,  God  hath  give 
To  wymmen  kyndely*  whil  thay  may  lyve»" 

I  Hilt  pforerb  la  Amnd  Also  in  French,  In  the  SAeenth  eoitsrj  it^ 
•  <|bI  premier  rlent  aa  monlin  premier  doit  monldre.'— W. 

s  Thia  appean  to  have  been  a  popular  aaying.   In  the  ouuiia  of  fht 
Laaadowne  MS.  it  la  giren  in  a  Latin  leonine,  thna:— 

*  Fallere,  Sere,  nere,  dedit  Dena  in  mnUira.'«-W. 
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And  thus  of  o  thing  I  aTannte  mt, 
At  thende  I  liad  the  bet  in  ech  degr^ 
Bj  sleight  or  fan,  or  of  8om  maner  thinj^ 
As  by  continue!  mnrmnr  or  chidyng;* 
Naml  J  on  bedde,  hadden  thay  meschaimoey 
Ther  void  I  chide,  and  do  hem  no  pleMranoe ; 
I  wold  no  lenger  in  the  bed  abyde^ 
If  that  I  felt  his  arm  over  my  syde. 
Til  he  had  maad  his  raunsonn  nnto  me^ 
Than  wold  I  su&e  him  doon  his  nycetei 
And  therfor  every  man  this  tale  tdle^ 
Wynne  who  so  may,  for  al  is  for  to  selle  j 
With  empty  bond  men  may  noon  hankea  lore^ 
For  wynnyng  wold  I  al  his  lust  endure^ 
And  make  me  a  feyned  appetyt. 
And  yit  in  baooun'  had  I  never  delyt ; 
That  made  me  that  ever  I  wold  hem  diyde. 
For  though  the  pope  had  seten  hem  bisyde^ 
I  nold  not  spare  hem  at  her  oughne  boidy 
For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  quyt  hem  word  for  word. 
Als  help  me  verray  God  omnipotent^ 
Though  I  right  now  schuld  make  my  testament^ 
I  owe  hem  nought  a  word,  that  it  nys  quitte, 
I  brought  it  so  aboute  by  my  witte, 
That  they  most  geve  it  up,  as  for  the  best^ 
Or  ellis  had  we  never  ben  in  rest 
For  though  he  loked  as  a  giym  lyoun, 
Tit  schuld  he  fayle  of  his  oonclusioun. 
Than  wold  I  say, '  now,  goode  lee^  tak  keep^ 
How  mekly  loluth  Wilkyn  our  scheep ! 
Ck>m  ner,  my  spouse,  let  me  ba  thy  cheke^ 
Te  schulde  be  al  pacient  and  meke, 
And  have  a  swete  spiced  conadens^'  .^^ 

Siththen  ye  preche  so  of  Jobes  paciena 


s  Baoon  is  ranoke-dried  for  keeping ;  tbe  AUosion  would  seem  to  H 
therefore,  to  herhoeband'i  old  tge. 
•  See anH^ Ik 99, Aote 2»   U bereappe^n io ineaa «oru pttloea 
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Sttffreih  alway,  npxB  ye  8o  wel  can  preche, 

And  but  ye  do,  certeyn  we  schnl  yow  teche 

That  it  is  fiEiir  to  have  a  wyf  in  pees. 

On  of  us  tuo  mot  bowe  douteles ; 

Andy  siththen  man  is  more  resonable. 

Than  womman  is,  ye  moste  be  suffrable. 

What    aylith   yow    thus   for    to  gruoohfi   and . 

gronef 
Is  it  for  ye  wold  have  my  queynt  allone  f 
Why,  tak  it  al;  lo,  have  it  every  deL 
Peter  f  I  schrewe  yow  but  ye  love  it  weL 
For  if  I  wolde  selle  my  bele  chose, 
I  ooathe  walk  as  freisch  as  eny  rose, 
But  I  wol  kepe  it  for  youre  owne  toth. 
Ye  ben  to  blame,  by  God,  I  say  yow  soth  !' 
Such  maner  wordes  hadde  we  on  honde. 

Now  wol  I  speke  of  my  fourth  housbonde. 
My  fourthe  housbond  was  a  revelour, 
This  is  to  say,  he  had  a  paramour. 
And  I  was  yong,  and  ful  of  ragerie, 
Stibom  and  strong,  and  joly  as  a  pye. 
How  couthe  I  daunce  to  an  harpe  smale, 
And  aynge  I  wys  as  eny  nightyngale. 
Whan  I  had  dionke  a  draught  of  swete  wjnn. 
Metillius,*  the  foule  cherl,  the  swyn, 
That  with  a  staf  byrafb  his  wyf  hir  lyf 
For  sche  drank  wyn«  though  I  had  ben  his  wif, 
Ne  sbhuld  he*  nought  have    daunted   me   fro 

drink; 
And  after  wyn  on  Venus  most  I  think. 
For  al  so  siker  as  cold  engendrith  hayl, 
A  likorous  mouth  most  have  a  lioorous  taiL 


•  Brfltr^terl  ft  common  <»th,Iik«*Mftrr7rftr  St.  Xaiy. 
•  nMiloi7istoldb7PllB]r,Jirae.£rZit.Ub.xlT.e.i3,ofoBoX6etid»i 
tm  OitiOM'  probftMy  qaot<d  ftmn  yalarkiM  MaTmrnu,  lfl>.  ?1  3» 
*«&•  which iBBMtMftrr  both  tat  tho miim 
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In  wjmmen  Tinolent  is  no  dafena.* 
TbiB  knowen  lecchoura  by  expenena. 
Buty  lord  Crist,  vban  tbat  it  i^emembrith  mt 
Upon  my  yoatbe,  and  on  my  jolite, 
It  tikelitb  me  aboute  myn  berte-rootet 
Unto  tbia  day  it  dotb  myn  berto  boote, 
Tbat  I  bare  bod  my  world  aa  in  my  fyma 
But  age,  aUaa  !  tbat  al  wol  envenyme, 
Hatb  me  birefb  my  beant^  and  my  pitb ; 
Let  go,  famvel,  tbe  devyl  go  therwitL 
Tbe  flour  is  goon,  tber  nis  no  more  to  telle, 
Tbe  bran,  as  I  b«»t  can,  now  mot  I  aelle. 
But  yit  to  be  mery  wol  I  fonda 

Now  wol  I  teUe  of  my  fourt  bonaibonda. 
I  aay,  I  bad  in  berte  gret  deapyt, 
Tbat  be  of  eny  otber  bad  delit ; 
Bat  be  waa  quit,  by  God,  and  by  aeint  Jooe  f 
I  made  bim  of  tbe  same  woode  a  croce," 
Nougbt  of  my  body  in  no  foul  manere. 
But  oerteynly  I  made  folk  aucb  cbere, 
That  in  bia  owne  greea  I  made  bim  6ie 
For  anger,  and  for  ven-ay  jalouaie. 
By  Go4  in  ertbe  I  was  bis  purgatory, 
For  wbicb  I  bope  bis  sotile  be  in  glory. 
For,  God  it  wot,  be  sat  ful  atille  and  aong^ 
Wban  tbat  bia  scbo  ful  bitterly  bim  wrong/ 
Tber  was  no  wight,  sauf  God  and  be,  tbat  wiat 
In  many  wyse  how  sore  I  bim  twist. 
He  dyed  whan  I  cam  fro  Jerusalem, 
And  lith  i-grave  under  the  roode-bem  / 

>  FroiB  the  Soman  de  la  Itotef-- 

*Car  ptt)«qiie  femme  est  cnTrrrft, 
£1  D*ft  potnt  en  wjr  <!•  defenve.' 

*  Saint  JndocM,  or  Joee,  was  a  saint  of  Pontlilen.^roctf6.  HagkL 
prefixed  to  Menage^  Efffm.  Franc — T. 

3  I  made  him  a  cro«s«  an  Iniitniment  of  torture,  out  of  the  same 
material  that  he  tortured  me  with,  «cf^Jea1oi9y. 

*  An  allusion  to  the  story  of  the  Roman  safe,  who,  wheti  Mamed  for 
AfWdng  his  wife,  said  that  a  shoe  might  appiear  outwardly  to  fit  well, 
iMit  no  one  bat  the  wearer  knew  where  it  pinched.— >W. 

*  Across  tha  arch  which  us ually  divides  the  chancel  fh>m  the  nare 
▼OU  I.  V 
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AI  is  Lis  tombe  noaght  so  eorious 
As  was  the  sepolcre  of  him  Darius, 
Which  that  Appellus  wrought  so  subtilj; 
It  nys  but  wast  to  burie  him  preciously. 
Let  him  farwel,  God  gire  his  soule  rest, 
He  is  now  in  his  grave  and  in  his  chest. 

'  Now  of  my  fifbe  housbond  wol  I  telle  { 
God  let  his  soule  never  come  in  helle ! 
And  yet  was  he  to  me  the  moste  schrewe^ 
That  fele  I  on  my  ribbes  alle  on  rewe^        J*'  ?  ,*'  ^ 
And  ever  schal,  unto  myn  endyng  day. 
fiat  in  oure  bed  he  was  so  freisch  and  gay,      .   .  ^ 
And  therwithal  so  wel  he  couthe  me  glqse^    ■  f^  ' 
Whan  that  he  wold  have  my  bde  ehoae, 
That,  though  he  had  me  bete  on  every  boon. 
He  couthe  wynne  my  love  right  anoon. 
I  trowe,  I  loved  him  beste,  for  that  ha 

h^J  !  J      y^9A  of  his  love  daungerous  to  me. 

^  We  wymmen  han,  if  that  I  schal  nought  lye^ 

In  this  maticr  a  queynte  fantasia. 
Wayte,*  what  thyng  we  may  not  lightly  have^ 
Therafter  wol  we  sonnest  crie  and  crave. 
Forbeed  us  thing,  and  that  desire  we  \ 
ftes  on  us  fast,  and  thanne  wol  we  fle. 
With  daunger  outen  alle  we  oure  ware ;' 
Greet  pres  at  market  makith  deer  clia&rei 
O       And  to  greet  chep  is  holden  at  litel  pris ; 
This  knowith  every  womman  that  is  wys. 
My  fyfth  housbond,  God  his  soule  blesse, 
Which  that  I  took  for  love  and  no  richesse^ 
He  som  tyme  was  a  clerk  of  Oxenford, 
And  had  left  scole,  and  went  at  hoom  to  horde 

in  Eaf Usb  cburchet  wm  stretched  a  6e«n,  on  which  was  pUecd  a  f«o< 
that  U,  ft  figure  of  our  Lord  on  the  Crost,  with  the  bleMtd  Virgin  and 
St.  John  etandinf  on  each  side,  aft  described  in  Um  Gospat  of  8C  John. 
Under  this  her  husband  was  buried. 
1  PTayCe  has  here  the  force  of  the  French  Tmni    Hold!  look  yaf 
*  Difflcnlty  In  making  our  bargain  makes  ns  bring  out  all  onr  i 
for  sale.    For  oiiftii  Tyrwbitt  reads  iiMrwi  both  BMaa  tlie  tana. 


«n  raoidOOB  or  trb  wrr  or  ba!9B&       828 

Witk  mj  gosails  daellyni^  in  oar  toim: 

God  have  hir  soule,  hir  name  waa  Ahaouii* 

Sche  knew  myn  berte  and  my  privite  * . 

Bet  ihan  oure  pariBch  prest^  so  mot  I  the,.  ' ' 

To  bir  bywreyed  I  my  couxiseil  al ; 

For  bad  myn  bouabond  pissed  Qn  a  wal. 

Or  don  a  thing  tbat  scbuld  bave  oost  bit  li^ 

To  biTy  and  to  another  worthy  wy^ 

And  to  my  neeoe,  which  I  loved  wel, 

I  wold  have  told  bia  oounseil  eveiy  deL 

And  80  I  did  fol  ofte,  God  is  woot^ 

Tbat  made  bis  faoe  ofte  reed  and  boot 

For  yenry  scbame,  and  blamyd  himself^  tbal  be 

Had  told  to  me  80  gret  a  privete. 

And  so  byfel  that  oones  in  a  Lent» 

(So  ofte  tyme  to  my  goasib  I  wenl^ 

For  ever  yit  I  loved  to  be  gay. 

And  for  to  walk  in  March,  Averil,  and  May' 

From  hous  to  hous,  to  here  sondry  talis) 

Tbat  Jankyn  clerk,  and  my  gossib  dame  Ali% 

And  I  myself  into  the  feldes  went.. 

Myn  boosbond  was  at  Londone  ol  tbat  Lent ; 

I  bad  the  bettir  leysir  for  to  pleye^ 

And  for  to  see,  and  eek  for  to  be  seye 

Of  lusty  folk ;  what  wist  I  wher  my  grace 

Was  scbapen  for  to  be,  or  in  what  place  f 

Tberf ore  I  made  my  visitaciouns' 

To  vigiles,  and  to  processiouns, 

To  precbings  eek,  and  to  this  pilgrimages,* 

To  pleyes  of  miracles,  and  manages, 

1  The  Spring  months,  which  were  the  teaaon  of  the  grett  festi?ali  of 
Xatter  tnd  Whit«iintide,  Invited  to  walk  abroad. 

s  How  did  I  know  where  it  was  destined  that  mj  aiTOur  waa  to  be 
bestowed? 
*  From  the  Jtomon  de  la  Rotef-^ 

*  Soovent  voisc  a  la  mere  egllse  (the  eathediml), 
Et  faee  TisiUtions 
Auz  nopces.  aox  processions, 
Auz  )eux,  aux  fites,  auz  carolcs.' 
4  Pilgrimages  were  often,  as  Ferej  weU  ohserres,  made  the  pivtents 

T  2 
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^       And  wered  upon  mj  gay  scarlet  gjrtea. 

These  wormes^  these  moaghtes,  ne  these  mytea 

Upon  my  perel  fretith  hem  never  a  deel. 

And  wostow  why  f  for  thay  were  used  veL 

Kow  wol  I  telle  forth  what  happid  me  >^ 

I  say,  that  in  the  feldes  walkid  we. 

Til  trewely  we  had  such  daliaunoe 

This  clerk  and  I,  that  of  my  puryyaunos      /^  ^  •^'-'  ^  ^ 

I  roak  to  him,  and  sayde  how  that  he,  ' 

If  I  were  wydow,  schulde  wedde  me.  /         ^  ^  .  • 

For  oertejnly,  I  say  for  no  bobaonoe,         '        •  *      '  '  7 

Yit  was  I  never  withouten  purveyaunoe 

Of  mariage,  ne  of  no  thinges  eeke ; 

I  hold  a  mouses  hert  not  worth  a  leek. 

That  hath  but  oon  hole  to  sterte  to. 

And  if  that  £ule,  than  is  al  i-do. 

*I  bare  him  on  bond  he  had  enchanted'  me; 

(My  dame  taughte  me  that  sabtiltee) 


ftr  SMigBAtlons.    T|iiif,ia  Fepgt  OoUeeOom, toL  t.,p. astf.  tea  ktei  ol 
Iat«fl«da,  b«f  laa^  :*-* 

•Mm  I  wtttto  WaTtinghiin, 

To  the  ihrine  with  fpMd*, 
MMIwithftJoIlypftlmer, 
In  ft  pilgrbnet  WMde. 
•  Vow  God  yoa  •&▼«,  you  joDjr  pt^mmr 

*  Welcome  lady  gay, 

Oft  hare  I  sued  to  thee  for  lore/ 

*  Oft  have  I  said  yoa  nay." 
b  Ite  Flitai  VPteres  Plowman  alao  >- 

*  Hermefo  on  an  haapOb 
With  hoked  ftarei, 
Wcnten  to  Waliiinghaa« 
WMh  ktr  wmekei  q/ler.* 
I  ThUaad  the  nine  following  Unea  an  omittad  In  tho  Had;  K8.  end 
<»l)ien.    The  eecond  Cambridge  US.  haa  them.    Tliay  are  herr  printed 
friim  Typwhitt— W. 

<  The  Aractloe  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  a  fedproeatlon  of  lo^  by; 
means  ^  philten  and  charms  waa  common  In  the  middle  agee.  It 
waa  derived  from  the  classics  (see  Theocritns,  eap^MmvfpcMX  and 
waa  a  part  of  that  lingering  belief  In  the  heathen  mythology.  M  a 
qralea  of  dwngnology  and  witchcraft^  which,  thoigh  j     '    ' 
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And  eke  I  sayd,  I  met  of  him  all  nighty      (j^r^  a  ,.• 

He  wold  ban  slain  me,  as  I  lay  upright^    y 

And  all  my  bed  was  M  of  veray  blood; 

But  yet  I  hope  that  ye  Bhuln  do  me  good ; 

For  blood  betokeneth  gold,  as  me  was  taught ; 

And  al  was  false,  I  draned  of  him  right  naught, 

But  as  Z  folwed  ay  my  dames  lore^ 

As  wel  of  that  as  of  other  tlanges  more. 

But  now,  fdr,  let  me  se,  what  I  schal  sayn; 

A  ha!  by  Qod,  I  have  mj  tale  agayn.^ 

'  Whan  that  my  fourthe  housbond  was  on  bere^ 
I  wept  algate  and  made  a  sory  cheere, 
As  wyres  mooten,  for  it  is  usage; 
And  with  my  kerchief  covered  my  visage  ; 
But^  for  that  I  was  purveyed  of  a  make^ 
I  wept  but  smal,  and  that  I  undertake. 
To  chirche  was  myu  housbond  brought  on  morwe 
With  neighebors  that  fbr  him  made  sorwe^ 


mtwltdf  the  tn«  God,  fong bt  to  obtsin  benefits  from  the  utSstu^ 
of  the  Devil,  and  which  it  the  key.  not  only  to  many  snperatitioni  of 
Hie  time,  but  even  to  the  (otherwise  unaccountable)  pronenem  of  the 
Jewiah  people  to  fkll  into  idolatry.  Froissart  relates,  that  Qastoo  de 
Folx,  son  of  the  celebrated  Gaston,  received  a  bug  of  powder  ttom  his 
unde,  Charles  the  Bad,  with  directions  to  sprinkle  a  small  quantity 
over  anything  his  father  cat,  the  eflect  of  which  would  be  to  restore  his 
father^  affeetion  for  Gaston's  mother,  who  was  at  that  time  separated 
Arom  her  hnsband,  and  resident  at  Charles  the  Bad's  Coort.  There  is 
also  an  example  in  Othello^  Act  i.  sc.  s  :— 

*  Thon  hast  prsctlsed  on  her  with  foul  charms. 
Abused  her  delicate  youth  with  drugs  or  miasrals 
That  waken  motion.* 

Newton,  in  a  book  intended  to  assist  In  self-examination,  railed, 
7>ya/l  qf  a  Maud  aims  telf^  (i6os,  p.  iitf.)  directs  tho-.^nltent  to 
inquire  of  his  oonsdenoe  under  breaches  of  the  seventh  commandment, 
•Whether  by  any  secret  sleight  or  cunning,  as  drinker,  dfuggep, 
medicines,  charmed  potions,  amatorioua  phiUtrs^  Jigurei,  ckaradtn^  mt 
any  such  like  paltering  instnimeuu,  devices,  or  practices,  thou  nast 
gone  about  to  proairt  otftert  to  doaUfor  love  of  thee.* 

>  This  way,of  taking  up  the  thread  of  the  .story  is  very  dramatle  and 
epirited,  as  well  as  eharaoteristie  of  the  Wyf  of  Bather  coolness  and 


J. 


/»  /  1 
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And  Jankjn  cure  clerk  was  oon  of  tha 
As  help  me  God,  whan  that  I  saugh  him  go 
After  Uie  beere,  me  thought  he  had  a  paire 
Of  legges  and  of  feet  so  clene^  and  faire, 
That  al  mjn  hert  I  gaf  unto  his  hold. 
He  waa,  I  trowe,  twenty  wynter  old, 
And  I  was  fourty,  if  I  schaJ  say  the  sothe^ 
Bnt  yit  I  had  alway  a  eoltis  tothe. 
Oattothid*  I  was,  and  that  bycom  me  wel, 
I  had  the  prynte  of  seynt  Venus  seL 
As  helpe  me  Gk>d,  I  was  a  lusty  oon. 
And  faire,  and  riche,  and  yonge,  and  wel  bogon  ;• 
And  trewely,  as  myn  housbonds  tolde  me, 
I  had  the  best  queynt  that  might  be. 
For  oertes  I  am  all  venerian 
In  felyng,  and  my  herte  is  marcian : 
Yenus  me  gave  my  lust  and  likerousnesse. 
And  Mars  gave  me  my  sturdy  hardinesse. 
Myn  ascent  was  Taur,  and  Man  therinne ; 
Alias,  alas,  that  ever  love  was  synnel 
.    I  folwed  ay  myn  inclinacioun: 
By  vertu  of  my  constiliacionn : 
That  made  me  that  I  couthe  nought  withdrawe 
My  chambre  of  Venus  fi-om  a  good  felawe. 
Tet  have  I  Martes  marke  uppon  my  faoe, 
And  also  in  another  priv6  place. 
For  God  so  wialy  be  my  salvacioun, 
I  loved  never  by  no  diiscretioun, 
But  ever  folwed  myn  owne  appetit, 
All  were  he  shorte,  longe,  blake,  or  whit ; 
I  toke  no  kepe,  so  that  he  liked  me, 
How  povre  he  was,  ne  eek  of  what  degre. 

1  CfeM  m«tiit,  of  flooiw,  cieon^  maOe;  withovt  clumrinaM  «r 
tnpertaoni  flesh.  t  Sm  aa<«.  p.  97*  no«i  t* 

s  Thf  HtrL  US.  omiU  thli  tnd  the  feren  foU«wtng  lines  t  »lM  Ch« 
tigiit  Uhei  beglwiing  *  Yet  bare  I,*  kc.  The  second  CajnMdge  MS.  If 
the  0^  one  I  hare  colUted  which  coaUina  them  aU.  The  Leosd.  sad 
flrit  2ambrid^  MSS.  omit  the  last  eight  I  Jmre  taksa  thma  tnm 
TMUtt,  oollatiMl  with  the  JIS8.— W. 
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What  sehuld  I  sayt  but  at  the  monthia  end* 

This  jolj  derk  Jankyn,  that  wai  so  heende^     /  .-  <•  •  / ' 

Hath  weddid  me  with  gret  solempnitee^ 

And  to  him  gaf  I  al  the  lond  and  fee 

That  ever  was  me  give  therbifore^ 

Bat  aftir-ward  repented  me  fal  sore. 

He  noldre  snffre  nothing  of  my  list 

By  Qodf  he  smot  me  oones  with  his  Hat, 

For  I  rent  oones  oat  of  his  book  a  lei, 

That  of  that  strok  m3m  eere  wax  al  dee£ 

Stybom  I  was,  as  is  a  leones^ 

And  of  my  tonge  a  verray  janglere% 

And  walk  I  wold,  as  I  had  don  bifom. 

Fro  hous  to  hoas,  althou^  he  had  it  sworn  * 

For  which  he  ofbe  tymes  wolde  preche^ 

And  me  of  olde  Romayn  gestes  teohe. 

How  he  Simplicius  Gallas  left  his  wy^ 

And  hir  forsok  for  tcrme  of  al  his  ly^ 

Nought  bat  for  open  hcedid^  he  hir  say 

Lokying  out  at  his  dore  upon  a  day. 

Another  Bomayn  told  he  me  by  nama 

That,  for  his  wyf  was  at  a  somet^  game 

Without  his  wityng,  he  forsok  hir  eeke. 

And  thanne  wold  he  upon  his  book  seeko 

That  ilke  proverbe  of  Ecclesiaste, 

Wher  he  oomaondeth,  and  forbedith  fitste, 

Man  achal  not  sufi're  liis  wyf  go  roole  aboate.^ 

Than  wold  he  say  right  thus  withouten  doute : 

Who  that  bayldeth  hit  hous  t!  of  satwes, 
And  priketh  his  blynde  hors  over  the  fklwei. 
And  snflVith  his  wyf  to  go  seken  halwet,^ 
Is  woitbj  to  be  honged  on  the  galwci. 

Bat  al  for  nought;  I  sette  nought  an  hawe 
Of  his  proverbe,  ne  of  his  olde  sawe; 

1  literaUf  translated  from  Valeriut  Maximus,  lib.  vL  e.  3« '  Uxorem 
dimisit,  qvod  earn  capUeaperto  versatam  eognoverat.*— T. 

'  This  expression  arose  from  summer  being  the  araal  season  ftff 
fames.    This  story  U  also  fh>m  Valerius  Alaximut,  lib.  rl.  e.  3* 

9  Tjodrm,  xxy.  14.         «  To  go  on  pilgrimages.   See  ante,  p.  jsj,  note  4. 
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Ke  I  wolde  not  of  liim  corretted  be< 
I  hate  bim  that  mj  vices  telUth  me, 
And  80  doon  mo,  God  it  wot^  than  I. 
This  made  him  with  me  wood  al  onterlj; 
I  nolde  not  forbere  him  in  no  cas. 
Nov  wol  I  say  yow  soth,  by  seint  Thomas^ 

/Why  that  I  rent  oat  of  tho  bock  a  leef, 
For  which  he  smot  me,  that  I  was  al  dee£ 
He  had  a  book,  that  gladly  night  and  day 
For  his  desport  he  wolde  rede  alway; 

He  clepyd  it  Yaleiye  and  Theofrast»^ 
At  which  book  he  longh  alway  fill  feist. 
^      And  eek  ther  was  som  tyme  a  clerk  at  Sobm^ 
y,  r  /   tj^^<  ^  -^    -^  cardynal,  that  heet  seint  Jerome, 
That  nutde  a  book  agens  Jorynyan. 
In  which  book  eek  ther  was  Tertulyan, 
Crisippos^  Tortola,  and  eek  Helewy%         ^  */.-  '  ^ 
That  was  abbas  not  fer  fro  Paris; 
And  eek  the  parablis  of  Salamon, 
Ovydes  Art,  and  bourdes  many  oon; 
And  alle  these  were  bound  in  oo  volnme. 
And  eveiy  night  and  day  was  Mb  cnstums^ 
Whan  he  had  leysir  and  Tacadonn 
From  other  worldes  occupacionn. 
To  reden  in  this  book  of  wikked  wyres. 
K    He  knew  of  hem  mo  legendes  and  lyvea^ 

Than  ben  of  goode  w3Fves  in  the  Bible. 
I     For  trostiih  wel,  it  is  an  inpossible^ 

1  MpUiota  ValerH  ad  At^foton,  di  non  Ductnda  Uxort  WM  wifttaa  tgr 
tiM  Mtebrated  Wftlter  HapM.  tnd  will  be  found  at  a  chapter  la  \dm 
work  IHKn^  CwriaUum,  edited  by  Mr.  Wright.  It  flrequently  ooeart 
in  USS.  by  itself,  and  ii  often  quoted  at  a  leparate  booit.  Liber 
Uurtotu  TheopkratH^  de  KuptH$t  it  quoted  by  St.  Jerome,  Gonfm 
/ooMaman.  To  thete  two  bookt  Jean  de  Meon  baa  been  obliged  for 
tome  of  tbe  tererett  ttroket  in  hit  Raman  de  la  Rom;  and  Chancer  ban 
traatHmwl  the  quintettence  of  all  the  three  worlct  (upon  the  mbilect 
of  matrimony)  Into  hit  Wyf  qA  JMhe*  Prologe  and  Mankamnda  TlOc. 
The  other  worlct  here  mentioned,  Tertuilian  de  PalUo,  the  Letten  qfEloita 
to  Abektrd,  and  Ovid*t  AH  qf  Love,  are  well  known.  Tyrwhitt  anya, 
*  I  know  of  no  Drotula  but  one.  whose  book,  Curandantm  jEffritttdbunm 
MluUebrium  amte.  In,  ei  pott  parfta,  it  printed  kutr  Itedieot  AnHpmtg 
Tea.  1547*    What  ia  mtaat  by  Criifepm  I  < 


/ 
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That  anj  derk  Echal  speke  flood  ciwjTm, 

But  if  it  be  of  hoi  j  aeintes  lyvtB, 

Ke  of  noon  other  wyfcs  never  the  ma 

Who  peyntid  the  leoon,  tel  me,  whot 

By  Oody  if  wommen  hadde  writen  etoriei^ 

As  clerkes  have  withinne  her  oratories 

Thay  wold  have  write  of  men  more  wicUdnei^ 

Than  al  the  mark  of  Adam  may  redret.  f  i^r^-  -^c.. 

These  children  of  Mercury  and  of  Venus*  J 

Ben  in  her  werkyng  ful  eontrarious. 

Mercury  lovith  wisdom  and  science^ 

And  Venus  loveth  ryot  and  dispensa 

And  for  her  divers  disposicioun, 

£ch  fallith  in  otheres  exaltacioun.' 

And  thus,  God  wot,  Mercury  is  desolate 

In  Pisces,  wher  Venus  is  exaltate, 

And  Venus  faylith  wher  Mercury  is  reysed. 

Therfor  no  womman  of  derkes  is  preised. 

The  clerk  whan  he  is  old,  and  may  nought  do 

Of  Venus  werkis,  is  not  worth  a  scho ; 

I    Than  sit  he  doun,  and  writ  in  his  dotage, 
That  wommea  can  nought  kepe  here  mariage. 
But  now  to  purpos,  why  I  tolde  the^ 
That  I  was  beten  for  a  leef,  parde. 
Upon  a  night  Jankyn,  that  was  oure  sire^ 
Bad  on  his  book,  as  he  sat  by  the  fyre^ 
Of  Eva  firut,  that  for  hir  wikkidnes 
Was  al  mankynde  brought  to  wrecchednes, 
For  which  that  Jhesu  Ciist  himself  was  slarn, 
That  bought  us  with  his  herte-b]ood  agayn. 
Lo  here  expresse  of  wommen  may  ye  fynde. 
That  woman  was  the  lose  of  al  mankynde. 

>  The  pnnuit  of  love,  which  it  iiupired  by  Veniu,  Is  inoompftttble 
with  rtudy,  over  which,  and  sU  its  concomitant**  pretidet  Mefcuiy* 

'  In  the  old  Astrology,  a  planet  was  said  to  be  in  its  exokoHim 
when  it  was  In  that  sign  of  the  Zodiac  in  which  it  was  supposed  to 
exert  its  strongest  influence.  The  opposite  sign  was  called  its  dfJecHom, 
as  in  that  it  was  supposed  to  be  the  weokest.  To  take  the  instance  la 
the  text,  the  exalution  of  Venus  was  in  Pisces,  and  her  dejection^  of 
•ounc,  la  yUyo.  But  In  Virgo  was  the  exaltaHom  of  Hereiiry.— T. 
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Tho  md  he  me  bow  Sempeon  kft  his  hem 

Slepyug,  his  lemman  kut  hem  with  hir  8cheri% 

Thu^;h  which  tresoun  lost  he  bothe  his  jeo. 

Tho  nd^  he  me,  if  that  I  achal  not  Ijen, 

Of  ErcoleSy  and  of  his  Dejanyre, 

That  caused  him  to  sette  himself  on  fuyre. 

No  thing  forgat  he  the  care  and  wo 

That  Socrates  had  with  his  wjres  tao; 

How  Exantipa'  cast  pisae  upon  his  heed. 

This  seelj  man'  sat  stille,  as  he  were  deed. 

He  wyped  his  heed,  no  more  durst  he  sayn. 

But  *  Er  thunder  st^nte  ther  comeih  rayn.* 

Of  Phasipha,  that  was  the  queen  of  Creete, 

For  schrewednes  him  thought  the  tale  sweete. 

Fy!  spek  no  more,  it  is  a  grisly  things 

Of  her  honihil  lust  and  her  likyng. 

Of  Olydemystra  for  hir  leccherie 

That  fulsly  made  hir  housbond  for  to  dye^ 

He  rad  it  with  ful  good  devodoun. 

He  told  me  eek,  for  what  occasioun 

Amphiores  at  Thebes  left  his  lif ; 

Myn  housbond  had  a  legend  of  his  wyf 

Esdphilem,  that  for  an  ouche  of  gold 

Hath  prively  unto  the  Grekes  told 

Wher  that  her  housbond  hyd  him  in  a  places 

For  which  he  had  at  Thebes  sory  grace. 

Of  Lyma  told  he  me,  and  of  Lucye; 

Thay  bothe  made  her  housbondes  for  to  dye, 

That  oon  for  love,  that  other  was  for  hate. 

Lyma'  hir  housbond  on  an  even  late 

Empoysond  hath,  for  that  sche  was  his  fo; 

Lucia  lioorous  loved  hir  housbond  so^ 


i  Mott  of  th«  IbllowiBg  instaacefl  «ra  BMntion«d  In  thtXpitt.  Fakrk 
Ml  JhfftnMN.    Sm  ftlPO  Roman  de  la  Rote,  96 15. 

s  Xftntippe.  In  the  other  proper  namet  in  the  IbHowtaig  lines  I  hnv« 
retained  the  oomipt  orthography  of  the  age,  as  giren  in  tho  MS. 
fhatlpha  Is,  of  course,  Pasiphae :  Clydemjftira,  Clytemnestra  {  Am- 
pkSontt  Amphiaraus ;  SxipkUem,  Eriphjle,  &c.— W. 

s  The  story  Is  told  in  the  EpStt.  yakrU,  *  Lnna  [here  oaUed  Lyma] 
firam  siuun  inteiftcit  qnem  aimls  odirit ;  Lnoelia  miun,  quern  aiflais 
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For  that  lie  ecbnld  tlmj  upon  hir  thial^ 

8di6  gaf  him  inch  a  maner  loYe-drink^ 

That  he  was  deed  er  it  was  by  the  xnorwei 

And  thoB  algates  housbondes  had  eonre^ 

Than  told  he  me,  how  oon  Latumjoa 

Compleiffned  unto  his  felaw  Amui» 

That  in  his  gardyn  growed  such  a  tr% 

On  which  he  sayde  how  that  his  wyret  thro 

Honged  hemselfe  for  herte  despitoua. 

*  O  lore  brother/  quod  this  Amous^ 

'  Qif  me  a  plont  of  thilke  blessid  tn^ 

And  in  my  gardyn  schal  it  phmtid  be.* 

Of  latter  date  of  wyves  hath  he  red 

That  some  han  slayn  her  housbondes  in  her  bed,  _ 

And  let  her  leochour  dighten  al  the  night,  .  .       '     ^ 

Whil  that  the  corps  ky  in  the  flor  upright;      /'-  ^ ''  f  */'"*-  ^ 

And  som  han  dxyven  nayles  in  her  brayn, 

^yhile8  thay  sleepe,  and  thus  they  han  hem  dayc; 

Som  have  hem  give  pojrsoun  in  her  drink; 

He  spak  more  harm  than  herte  may  bythynk. 

And  therwithal  he  knew  mo  proverbes 

Than  in  this  world  ther  growen  gres  or  herbes. 

'  Better  is,  quod  he,  thyn  habitadoun 

Be  with  a  leoun,  or  a  foul  dragoun. 

Than  with  a  womman  using  for  to  ohyda 

Better  is,  quod  he,  hihe  in  the  roof  abyde, 

Than  with  an  angry  womman  donn  in  a  how; 

They  ben  so  wicked  and  so  contrarious^ 

Thay  haten  that  her  housbondes  loven  ay. 

He  sayd,  a  womman  cast  hir  schame  away,  /  .  .-/^ :'    -  - , 

Whan  sche  cast  of  hir  smok;  and  forthermo^  / 

A  fikir  womman,  but  sche  be  chast  ako^ 

Is  lyk  a  gold  ryng  in  a  sowes  nose. 

Who  wolde  wene,  or  who  wolde  suppose 


•iDATlt.    nia  tponte  mlscult  aconlta ;  luee  dccepta  Airorem  propinaTtt 
pro  unorit  proculo.'— S««  TYmwnrrr.     TUa  ia  m  humorotir^wa^  of 
fnKiBf  tbsta.wUiB  ii.»  iiuuK'f  dartiuolftoB,  wiietlisr  tlit  tors  orluttt. 
■  FroT.  xxi.  9»  i9t  xU  M. 
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The  wo  that  in  m3m  herte  was  and  pjnel 
And  wbiin  I  sangh  be  nolde  never  fyne 
To  reden  on  this  coned  book  al  nifi^hty      . 
I  AI  aodeinly  thre  leves  have  I  plight  I 

I  Out  of  this  booke  that  he  had,  and  eeke   I 
I  with  mj  fist  80  took  him  on  the  cheeke. 
That  in  oure  fuyr  he  fel  bak-ward  adoun. 
And  he  npstert,  as  doth  a  wood  leoun. 
And  with  his  fist  he  smot  me  on  the  hed» 
That  in  the  floor  I  lay  as  I  were  deed. 
And  whan  he  sangh  so  stiUe  that  I  lay, 
He  was  agast,  and  wold  have  fled  away. 
Til  atte  last  out  of  my  swown  I  brayde.       /  /  -   ^  ;^  J 
'  O,  hastow  slayn  me,  false  thef  ?  HL  sayd^ 
*  Ajid  for  my  lond  thus  hastow  mourdrid  me  f 
Er  I  be  deed,  yit  wol  I  kisse  the.* 
And  ner  he  cam,  and  knelith  fidre  adoun, 
And  sayde, '  Deere  suster  Alisoun, 
As  help  me  God,  I  schal  the  never  smyte; 
That  I  have  doon  it  is  thiself  to  wite; 
Fomve  it  me,  and  that  I  the  biseke.* 
And  yet  eftsones  I  hyt  him  on  the  cheke, 
And  sayde, '  Thef^  thus  mekil  I  me  wreke. 
Now  wol  I  dye,  I  may  no  lenger  speke.* 
But  atte  last,  with  mochil  care  and  wo^ 
We  fyl  accoidid  by  ourselven  tuo; 
He  g^  me  al  the  bridil  in  myu  hand 
To  hiEkve  the  govemaunce  of  hous  and  land. 
And  of  his  tonge,  and  of  his  bond  also, 
I  And  made  him  brenne  his  book  anoon  ri^t  tha 
And  whan  I  hadde  geten  unto  me 
By  maistry  all  the  sovereynete, 
And  that  he  seyde, '  Myn  owne  trewe  wyft 
Do  as  the  list  iJie  term  of  al  thy  lyi^ 
Kepe  thyn  honour,  and  kep  eek  myn  estat/ 
And  after  that  day  we  never  had  debat 
God  help  me  so,  I  was  to  him  as  kynde 
At  eoy  wyf  fin>  Denmark  unto  Inde, 
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And  al  so  trewe  was  bo  unto  mo. 
I  pray  to  Qod  that  sitte  in  magesto 
Bo  blesse  his  soole,  for  his  mercj  deera. 
Now  vol  I  saj  my  tale,  if  ye  wol  faeere.* 
The  Frere  longh  when  he  had  herd  al  this : 

*  Now,  dame/  quod  he,  <  so  have  I  joye  and  bli% 
This  a  long  preambel  of  a  tala* 

And  whan  tike  Sompnaiir  herd  the  Frere  gale, 

*  LoT  quod  this  Sompdbur, '  for  Goddes armes  tae^ 
A  frer  wol  entremet  him  evermo. 

Lo,  goode  men,  a  file  and  eek  a  frere 

Woln  £edle  hk  enrery  dissche  and  matiere. 

What  spekst  thou  of  perambuladounl  ^  - 

^yhat?  ambil,  or  trot;  or  pees,  or  go  sit  doan; 

Thou  lettest  oure  disport  in  this  matera* 

'  Te,  woltow  so,  sir  sompnourf  quod  the  Frere: 

'  Now,'%  my  fay,  I  schal,  er  that  I  go^ 

Telle  of  a  sompnour  such  a  tale  or  tuo, 

That  alle  the  folke  schuln  laughen  in  this  plaoei* 

*  Now,  ellia,  firere,  I  byschrew  thy  &oe," 
Quod  this  Sompnour, '  and  I  byschrewe  me, 
But  if  I  telle  tales  tuo  or  thre 

Of  fireres,  er  I  oome  to  Sydingbome,' 
That  I  schaU  make  thin  herte  for  to  mome; 
For  wel  I  wot  thy  paciens  is  goon.* 
Oure  Hoste  cride, '  Pees,  and'  that  anoon;' 
And  sayde, '  Let  the  womman  telle  hir  tale. 
Ye  fare  as  fblkes  that  dronken  ben  of  ale. 
Do,  dame,  tel  forth  your  tale,  and  that  is  uesl* 

*  Al  redy,  sir,*  quod  sche,  *  right  as  you  lest, 
If  I  have  licence  of  this  worthy  frere.* 

'  Yis^  dame,'  quod  he^  '  tel  forth,  and  I  schal  heerai.' 


I  The  Sompnonr's  e«r  !•  cwighl  by  the  word  preamhk,  whieh  be  rap- 
poses  to  ftlhide  to  his  professional  pemmbukttUmt. 

'  The  meaning  is,  I  eocept  yonr  challenge.  Do  your  went,  and  tf 
70a  do  not,  I  beshrew  or  Invoke  a  curse  on  jour  face. 

*  SittSngboonie,  ahoat  half  wa/  between  Boobeeter  and  Oanteibviy. 
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THE  WTP  OP  BATHES  TALE. 

[Trb  ftoiy  told  by  this  celebrated  personage  maj  be  conn* 
dered  as  an  illnatration  of  her  prologue,  her  object  in  both 
being  to  show  that  what  women  most  desire,  and  what  they 
moreover  ought  to  have,  is  their  wilL  The  story  of  Fiorent, 
in  Gower,  and  The  Marriage  of  Sir  Gawaine^  in  Perey'0 
Seli^es,  are  both  founded  upon  this  theme.  Percy  says  that 
tiie  latter  '  is  chiefly  taken  from  the  fragment  of  an  old 
ballad  in  the  Editor's  MS.,  which  he  has  reason  to  beliere 
more  ancient  than  the  time  of  Chancer,  and  what  furnished 
that  band  with  The  Wsfcf  Bathes  TaU. '  Tyrwhitt  thinks 
that  both  Chaucer's  and  Gower's  Tersions  are  taken  from  an 
older  narrative  in  the  Gesta  Somanorum,  or  some  such  ool- 
lectiou ;  and  that  The  Marriage  of  Sir  Getwaine  was  written 
by  some  one  who  had  seen  both.  Percy  may,  however,  be 
right;  for  he  states  that  hie  ballad  was  only  fiunded  on  a 
mutilated  copy,  the  deficiencies  of  which  he  probably  sup- 
plied from  Gower  and  Chaucer ;  and  this  may  account  for  the 
impression  which  his  ballad  conveyed  to  Tyrwhitt.  The 
sharsiiitmristicipeciiliQritiw  oCthis  boLijind  jrittyjrfiman  «Mm 
iwirid  TO  well  preserved  in  her  manner  ^relating  ihe-stoiyij 

IN  olde  dayes  of  the  kyng  Arthoor,^ 
Of  vhich  that  Britouna  speken  gret  honour. 


i«<An  thatls  BOW  known  of  this  edebrated  bcio  of  roaumos  b  too* 
taincd  In  the  EiUory  </  Geogirp  qf  Monmouih^  a  Webh  BenedictiBe 
BMHtk,  who  aboQt  the  year  1  ia8  translated  into  Latin  an  andent.ohro- 
nlcle  in  the  Welch  or  British  language,  entitled  Brut-if'Brenfked:  or^ 
fk$  AMonfO/eAtfiRn^f  o/i^Krofn,  and  discovered  about  tbe^ear  11 00 
by  Walter  Archdeacon  of  Oxford,  in  Annoriea  or  Bretagne.  What 
beeameofthe  British  original  is  not  known  :^  and*  all  the  nraneroos 
ronances  on  the  tame  subject  are  supposcd^teT  be  rahMqaent  to,  and 
deriTed  ttom  Geoiftvyl  Latin  tmnslation:  Arthur*!  very  existence  has 
been  called  in  question;  but  this  arose  probably  Arom  the  Ideaprera- 
lent  among  the  antiquaries  of  the  last  century,  that  it  waa  a  point  of 
honour  to  disbelieTe  anytiiing  told  by  a  monk ;  yet  it  eeeme  nnphiloeo* 
phioal  to  r^eet  a  popalar  tradition  preserved  in  all  the  national  poetry 
ef  tho  Welsh  and  Britons  of  a  period  not  very  ftr  removed  ft«m  the 
date  of  thdr  hero's  ezlBteace,  which  it  assigned  to  abont  the  year^qs. 
Ifcjmild%s  ttdkaite  ca<iia«fate  tiie  lomsMei  and  baUadt  fiMBded  ea 
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Al  iru  this  lond  fulfilled  of  fi^ria  f^ 
The  elf-qaeen,*  with  hir  jolj  compaignye^ 


Aittn^  fBpMto  Mid.maciriiletiice,  whkh  formed  the  dill<hi  and  t» 
nodel  of  fvliieef  and  knighU  In  the  days  of  Chancer.  Waliingbair 
telatea  that  Edward  III.,  alter  bis  triumphant  return  from  Sootlandi 
etUbUahed  in  the  castle  of  Windsor  afratemity  of  twenty-lbor  knightt 
for  whom  he  erected  a  round  table,  with  a  round  chamber,  which  Mill 
ranains,  according  to  a  similar  institution  of  King  Arthur. 

)  ancient  Britons  of  the  time  of  Arthur  were  a  ndzcd 
I  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  and  the  Roman  oolonisli,  wtio 
I  them  from  Italy  that  beautiful  form  of  pantheism  whidi 
•tiU  Ur^B  in  the  pages  of  Ovid.  But  when  Christianity  emerged  from 
the  oatarambs,  it  was  not  long  in  reaching  the  most  distant  colonlea  i 
and  Its  musionaries  taught  the  people  to  regard  their  old  deities  as  evil 
■piritf,  who  Md  adopted  tliat  mode  of  withdrawing  them  from  the  wor- 
ship of  the  truf^od.  Thus  in  Acts  xvi.  St.  Paul  Is  said  to  hare  cast  out 
of  a  yonng  wonum  an  trU  spirit  of  P^tkom^ot  Apollo^  which  had  enabled 
her  to  prophesy  Nand,  i  Cor.  x.  ao,  he  says,  *  The  iihinga  which  th« 
OcBtilea  saeriflce,  tn^  saeriflce  to  daemons.'  Following  Scripture,  oor 
great  Christian  poet^in  his  enumeration  of  the  fkllen  spirits  who  flril 
rose  from  the  burning  lUke,  altar  mentioniag  thf  goda  of  tlia  Phtllstfnfa 
dMeribei  the  classic  deltlu—  / 

*  The  rest  were  long  to  tell,  though  Ikr  renowBsd  i 
The  Ionian  gods.  Of  Jaran's  isane  held 

Goda. \  / 

'  There  first  In  Creto 
And  Ida  Inown,  thence*  on  the  snowy  top 
Of  cold  Olympus,  ruled  the  middle  air. 
Their  highest  Heaven  (  on  tlie  Delphian  dlfl^ 
Or  In  Dodona,  and  through  a^I  tlie  bonida 
Of  Doric  hud.*   /' 

Bat  though  the  Church  Uught  that  these  idols  w«re  ministen  of  the 
Evil  Spirit,  whom  Christians  had  renounced.  It  was  difficult  toeradkata 
a  Ibrm  of  pantheism  so  fascinating  that  even  now  it  captivates  many 
minds ;  and  so  the  matter  was  compromised.  Like  the  Isrselitea.  under 
similar  circumstances,  the  people  *  worshipped  Jehovah,  and  served 
Baalim  ;*  and  hence  was  derived  the  belief  in  those  mysterious  beings, 
who,  like  the  gods  of  Greece  and  Rome,  personified  the  powers  of 
nature  and  the  passions  of  the  human  heart ;  who  peopled  e\'ery  grove 
and  streani/and  rode  upon  the  eddying  whirlwind ;  who  were  neither 
absolutel/good  nor  utterly  evil,  but  *  ruled  the  middle  airi'  and  who 
were  tlu^refore  regarded  with  a  mixture  of  fear  and  good-will  by  the 
ancieot  Britons  at  the  period  when  the  Roman  traditions  had  not  yet 
had^tima  to  die  away.  Then  it  was  that  the  land  was  *  fu^lUd  of 
fi^rie,*  that  Is,  with  the  lingering  worship  of  the  deities  of  andeat 
Rome,  which  was  afterwards  mingled  with  the  Gothic  mythology.  \ 
*  The  Qneen.of  fairy,  whojspresented  Pioawyina  la  tlM  old  mytho« 
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Dannced  fbl  oft  in  many  a  grene  meda 
This  was  the  old  oppjnyoan,  as  I  rede ; 
I  speke  of  many  hundrid  yer  ago ; 
But  now  can  no  man  see  noon  elves  ma 
For  now  the  grete  charite  and  prayeres 
Of  lymytours  and  other  holy  fteresy 
That  sechen  erery  lond  and  every  streem. 
As  thik  as  motis  in  the  sonne-beem, 
Blessyng  halles,  chambres*  kichenes,  and  bonrea 
Citees  and  buxghes,  castels  hihe  and  toures, 
Thropes  and  hemes,  shepnes  and  dayeries,^ 
That  makith  that  ther  ben  no  Eyeries. 
For  ther  as  wont  was  to  walken  an  elf, 
Ther  walkith  noon  but  the  lymytour  himself 
In  tmdermeles  and  in  morwenyogcs, 
And  saith  his  matyns  and  his  holy  thinges 
As  he  goth  in  his  lymytatioun.* 
Wommen  may  now  go  sanfly  up  and  doun; 
In  evety  bulnch,  and  under  every  tre, 
Ther  is  non  other  incubus*  but  he, 

1  In  the  old  ritiiAls  tra  Ibmt  ttf  ioToldii^  a  blMiiiig,iipOB  trcfyililt 
didlMted  to  the  tervloe  of  man.  There  i«  a  Benedictio  domoram,  loel. 
donuf  OQira,  thalami,  novc  naTle  (a  great  deal  better  than  our  proftao 
fbrm  of*  ohristening*  a  Teesel)  noTontin  fhietonm,  ao.  Of  theee  forma 
oarffdftom  of  *ia/tDg  grace'  or*  hleesing  the  meat,*  ■•  tiie  Soots  eaj,  te 
%,nmnant. 

*  AU  religioat  pesMOf  were  bound.  If  poeslble,  to  redte  the  diviae 
oflloe,  here  called '  his  matjms  and  his  bolj^  thinges/  at  the  proper  hoar. 
In  the  choir;  bat  secular  priests,  not  living  In  oommon,  and  friars, 
being  by  their  mle  obliged  to  walk  about  within  their  UmiUtion  to  beg 
their  maintenance,  were  allowed  to  taj  it  privately  at  *  vndenneles/  after 
dinner,  as  they  walked.  OX  this  there  is  a  vesUge  in  the  order  preflzod 
to  onr  Book  of  Comimm  Praifert  which  directs  that  all  priests  and  dea- 
eona  shall  say  the  matins  and  evensong,  eitlier  pubUdr  or  privrntdj 
ao»  being  hindered  by  sickness.    See  Scklpmamta  This. 

s  This  Is  an  example  of  Chaneer's  light  and  weil-brsd  satire ;— M 
taysjvst  enoogh  to  raise  a  smile  at  the  person  satirised,  and  passes  oa 
without  effort  or  lU-hnmonr  to  the  main  sul^eet.  Of  the  propensities 
of  the  incubus,  whose  piece  the  friar  is  supposed  to  have  taken,  we  ma^ 
judge  from  the  exquJsiU  baUad  of  TtaMlons^  given  In  fioott^  Aqrdcf 
iffaHryif,  Tql.il.  a—.  / 

'  «0»Jlbihid  ye  maidens  a', 

nit  wear  gowd  In  your  hair, 
Vb  oome  orgae-bf  Carterhaagh* 
Xdt  fMng  Tamlane  le  there. 
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And  he  ne  wol  doon  hem  no  dkhonoiir.* 

And  80  bifel  it,  that  this  king  Arthour 
Had  in  his  hoiLS  a  lusty  bacheler, 
That  on  a  day  com  rydyng  fro  ryrer  j' 
And  happed,  al  alone  as  sche  was  bom. 
He  sangh  a  mayde  walkyng  him  byfom, 
Of  which  mayden  anoon,  maugre  hir  heed. 
By  verray  fors  byraft  hir  maydenhed. 
For  which  oppressioun  was  such  clamour^ 
And  such  pursiiyte  unto  kyng  Arihonr, 
That  dampned  was  the  knight  and  schuld  lie  ded 
By  cours  of  lawe,  and  schuld  have  lost  his  heed, 
(Paraventure  such  was  the  statut  tho,) 
^ut  that  the  queen  and  other  ladys  mo 
So  loDge  preyeden  they  the  kyng  of  grace, 
Til  he  his  lif  hath  graunted  in  the  place. 


Th^*4  nane  thftt  fraes  by  Ctrfeitinf b. 

But  mann^ive  liim  ft.w«d. 
Either  gowd  riniprtn*'  prreen  mantlet. 
Or  e1|»4tlerr  maideillMtd.' 
TIm  Ikir  Janet,  how^fer,  despbcs  the  warning,  and  when  questioned  ]f^ 
Imt  lliSliM',  saya*-*  .^ 

*  If  my  lore  were  an  eortlily  wight,  ^^ 

As  he's  an  elfin  grayC  ftc.  -^ 

The  Ittcvbat,  in  fluet,  correfpondt  with  the  Jupiters,'  Apollos,  and 
Flntoa  of  the  old  my tliolugy,  and  iVom  tht>m  inherited  hit  love  for  mor- 
tal beavtiea.  'lliis  proved  oAt-n  a  convenient  l>e1icf ;  and  Scott  relates 
a  story  of  a  lady  who  accounted  to  tier  lord  on  bis  n>tuni  from  tlie  Cru- 
■ade  for  the  presence  of  a  boy,  who9c  ayre  could  not  lie  made  to 
eorrespond  with  the  time  of  his  departure,  by  declaring  that  the  river 
Tweed  had  insiated  on  beconiiug  the  faihor  of  tier  son,  who  was  after- 
wards  the  ancestor  of  tlie  well-l^nown  family  of  Tweeddie.  Thas,  \b 
Donbnr^  Oolden  Tutrgtr^- 

*  Thaif^was  Tlnto,  that  eiritch  incubiMt 
^Itk  cloke  of  grcene.* 
The  allusion-  appears  to  be  to  the  Jtape.  of  Proserpine.      See  also 
MerciUi<rs  det^ciiption  of  Queen  Mab,  linimo  and  Juliet^  Act  i.  s&.  4. 

"•  TJtc^Arl.  MS. reads  tliis  line,  evidently  incorrectly,  Afid  ne  wfil 
hutL^ooa  hem  tliakottour.  Jn  the  previous  line  the  same  maca<cript 
feads  erroneouiily  iw^tmbetU,  instead  of  innibus. — W. 

'  It  means  fVom  hawking  at  water-fowl.     Froisuart,  vol.  i.  c.I.  140, 
says  I—'  Le  conite  de  Flandres  estoit  tonjours  ei\  riviere — un  jour  adviift 
qull  alia  rdller  en  la  rivint    ct  getta  ^n  fnuconier  un  faucon  apres  it 
JhfTon.'    8i»  Thopas  Isdascrihsd  as  blowing  this  knightly  <port. 
VOL.  I.  % 
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And  gftf  him  to  the  queen,  al  at  hir  wflle 

To  chese  wethir  sche  wold  him  save  or  sfMlIe. 

The  queen  thanked  the  kyng  with  al  hir  mighlj 

And  after  thus  sche  spak  unto  the  knight, 

Whan  that  Bche  saugli  hir  tyme  upon  a  day: 

'  Thow  gtonde»t  yet/  quod  sche,  'in  such  arrays 

That  of  thy  lyf  hastow  no  aewertc; 

I  graunte  thy  lif,  if  thou  canst  telle  me. 

What  thing  is  it  tliat  wommen  most  desiren; 

Be  war,  and  keep  thy  nek-hon  fro  the  irea. 

And  if  thou  canst  nod  tcllen  it  anoon. 

Yet  wol  I  give  the  kve  for  to  goon 

A  twelfmonth  and  a  day,^  it  for  to  lore 

An  answer  suffisaut  in  this  matiera 

And  seurte  wol  I  have,  er  that  thou  pace. 

Thy  hody  for  to  yelden  in  this  place.' 

Wo  was  this  knij^ht,  and  sorwfully  he  siked  ; 

But  what  1  he  may  not  doon  al  as  him  liked. 

And  atte  kst  he  ches  him  for  to  wendiv 

And  come  agcin  right  at  the  yeres  ende 

With  swich  answer  as  God  him  wolde  purveye; 

And  takith  his  leve,  and  wendith  forth  hid  wey« 

He  sekith  ei>ery  hous  and  every  place, 

Wher  80  he  hopith  for  to  fynde  grace, 

To  leme  what  thing  wommen  loven  most; 

But  he  ne  couthe  anyven  in  no  cost, 

Wher  as  he  mighte  fynde  in  this  mattiera 

Two  creatures  accordyng  in  fere.* 

Some  sayden,  wommen  loven  best  richeaae^ 

Some  sayde  honour,  and  some  sayde  jolynesae^ 

Some  riche  array,  some  sayden  lust  on  bedde^ 

And  ofte  tyme  to  be  wydow  and  wedde. 

>  Then  seemi  to  have  been  tome  myiterloai  impoitaaM  ittMhed  6 
thif  pAiticnUt  time  of  grace:  perhaps  the  dmy  wm  allowed  the  citai- 
nal  orer  and  abore  the  ftill  time  of  a  year,  to  that  he  might  BOt/toftr 
lh>m  any  merely  acddental  detention,  on  the  eame  principle  that  the 
priioner  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  any  doobt  which  may  reHain  in  the 
ttinds  of  the  jmy. 

*  ni#>Barl--IIg.Teaas;Tb  ifcsii  Wiys»aewH||fHf  imjim»    Wi 
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Bonne  sayden  owre  herie  ia  most  i-eased 

Whan  vre  ben  y-flaterid  and  y-preised  ;^ 

He  goth  ful  neigh  the  aoth,  I  wil  not  lye; 

A  man  schal  wynne  us  best  with  flateiye ; 

And  with  attendaunoe,  and  with  bnflyneaee^  /     > 

Ben  we  y-Iimid  both  more  and  lease.  fi^fi  /./<.'-'*• 

And  some  aayen,  that  we  loven  best 

For  to  be  fire,  and  to  doon  as  na  lest. 

And  that  no  man  repreve  us  of  oure  vioe» 

But  say  that  we  ben  wya,  and  no  thing  nyce^  ff^  ^'  -^'-^ .      *  ^ 

For  trewely  ther  ia  noon  of  us  alle,  ^1-*  '^' 

If  eny  wight  wold  claw  us  on  the  galle^' 

That  we  nyl  like,  for  he  aaith  us  aoth ; 

Assay,  and  he  schal  fynde  it^  that  ao  doth. 

For  be  we  never  so  vicious  withinne, 

We  schuln  be  holde  wys  and  clene  of  aynnOi 

And  some  sayen,  that  gret  delit  han  we 

For  to  be  holden  stabil  and  secre, 

And  in  oon  purpos  stedfastly  to  duelle, 

And  nought  bywreye  thing  that  men  us  telle. 

But  that  tale  is  not  worth  a  rakes  stele.     (  ii^^  A  0^ru/(f  ^  /*  [• 

Pardy,  we  wymmen  can  right  no  thing  hele^  / 

Witnes  on  Mida  ;  wil  ye  here  the  tale  f  ./>.-' 

Ovyd/  among  his  other  thinges  smale, 

Sayde  Alida  had  under  his  lange  heris 

Growyng  upon  his  heed  tuo  asses  eeris; 

The  whiche  vice  he  hid,  as  he  best  mighty 

Ful  subtUly  fro  eveiy  mannes  sight, 

That,  save  his  wyf,  thcr  wist  of  that  nomo; 

He  loved  hir  most,  and  trusted  hir  also  ; 

He  prayed  hir,  that  to  no  creature 

Sche  schulde  tellen  of  his  disfigure. 


>  Tha  ntrLJ&ia.nftdt  f^pttastdf  bat  tba  raadiiig-I>l»¥e- i1ort<< 
Mtnu  tot;ive  the^wn  miim.— W. 

•  This  expreuion  means,  liteially.  to  rub  or  stroke  on  a  sore  place; 
OMtaphorically,  to  flatter  as  in  that  very  particular  In  which  wf  feel 
ovnelTet  deficient. 

s  Ovid.  Ifeiamarpk,,  Ub.  zi. 

Z   2 
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Sche  swot  Urn,  nay,  for  al  thia  world  to  wjan% 
Sche  nolde  do  that  vilonye  or  aynne 
To  make  hir  housband  have  so  foul  a  name; 
Sche  wold  not  tel  it  for  hir  oughne  schameu 
But  natheles  hir  thoughte  that  sche  dyde, 
That  sche  so  longe  a  counseil  scholde  hyde  ; 
Hir  thought  it  swal  so  sore  about  hir  hert» 
That  needely  som  word  hir  most  astert; 
And  sins  sche  dorst  not  tel  it  unto  mao^ 
Doun  to  a  marreys  Haste  by  sche  ran, 
Til  sche  cam  ther,  hir  herte  was  on  fuyre; 
And  as  a  bytoure*  bumblith  in  the  myre, 
Sche  layde  hir  mouth  unto  the  water  doun. 
*  Bywrey  me  not,  thou  watir,  with  thi  soun.' 
Quod  sche, '  to  the  I  telle  it,  and  nomo^ 
Myn  housbond  hath  long  asse  eeris  tuo. 
Now  is  m3rii  hert  al  hool,  now  is  it  oute, 
I  might  no  lenger  kepe  it  out  of  doute.* 
Her  may  ye  se,  theigh  we  a  tyme  abyde. 
Yet  out  it  moot,  we  can  no  counseil  hyd& 
The  remenaunt  of  the  tale,  if  ye  wil  here, 
Bedith  Ovid,  and  ther  ye  mow  it  leere. 

This  knight,  of  which  my  tale  is  specially, 
Whan  that  he  saugh  ho  might  nought  come  therbj, 
This  is  to  say,  that  wommen  loven  most, 
Withinne  his  brest  ful  sorwful  was  the  gost 
But  hom  he  goth,  he  might  not  lenger  sojoume. 
The  day  was  come,  that  hom-ward  most  he  tomet 
And  in  his  way,  it  hapnyd  him  to  ride 
In  al  his  care,  under  a  forest  side, 
Wher  as  he  saugh  upon  a  daunce  go 
Of  ladys  four  and  twenty,  and  yit  mo 
Toward  this  ilke  daunce  he  drough  ful  ycme,    '      ; 
In  hope  that  he  som  wisdom  schuld  i-lcme  ; 


^  The  Wttorn  is  tiid  to  make  Ito  peeollar  nolle,  which  It  called  1 
Ming,  by  thnatinf  iU  bill  into  the  mud,  and  blowing.^See  Bsvicaii 
BHMshBircU, 
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But  oerteynljy  €r  he  oom  fully  ^h/^te^ 

Vanysshid  was  this  datuMe,  he^nyste  wbera; 

No  creature  aaogh  be  that  bar  hi, 

Sauf  on  the  greene  he  eaugh  aittying  a  wy( 

A  fouler  wight  thernoay  no  man  devyae. 

Agena  the  Imig^t  thia  oide  wyf  gan  ryae,  ^ 

And  aayd, '  Sir  knight,  heer  forth  lith  no  wi^; 

Tel  me  what  ye  aeekyn,  by  your  £siy^ 

Pacadventure  it  may  the  better  be: 

Thiae  olde  folk  con  mochil  thing;*  quod  adie^ 

'  My  lieve  modir/  quod  this  knight^  'oertaya 

I  am  but  ded  but  if  that  T  am  aayn 

What  thing  ia  it  that  wommen  moat  desire; 

Couthe  ye  me  wisae,  I  wold  wd  quyt  your  huyre.* 

'  Plight  me  thy  tiouth  her  in  myn  bond,*  quod  achi^ 

*  The  nexte  thing  that  I  require  the. 
Thou  achalt  it  dcx>,  if  it  be  in  thy  mighty 
And  I  wol  telle  it  the,  er  it  be  night.* 

*  Have  her  my  troutbe,*quod  the  knight, '  I  graunte.* 
'Thanne,^  quod  eche,  'I  dar  me  wel  avaunte^ 

Thy  lif  is  sauf,  for  I  wol  stonde  therby. 

Upon  my  lif  the  queen  wol  aayas  I ; 

hit  ae,  whieh  is  the  proudest  of  hem  alle, 

That  werith  on  a  <x)verchief  or  a  calle, 

That  dar  say  nay  of  thing  I  schal  the  techa 

Let  us  go  forth  withonten  more  apedie.* 

Tho  rowned  ache  a  pistil  in  his  eere,  ^--v^  />  o  -*  /* 

And  bad  him  to  be  glad,  and  have  no  fere. 

Whan  thay  ben  comen  to  the  court,  this  kni|^s 

Sayd,  he  had  holde  his  da3%  tliat  he  hight, 

Al  redy  was  his  answer,  as  he  sayda 

Ful  many  a  noble  wyf,  and  many  a  roayde, 

And  many  a  wydow,  for  that  thay  ben  wysc^ 

The  queen  hinelf  sittyng  as  a  justise,' 


>  Qmm  Qmnewr  is  reprenented  fffttln<?  tn  Jndqe  la  a  'Cotirt  of  Lot«,' 
isiilar  to  ihotw  ia  ik«hion  in  l&!cr  a;;«>-.  itf  die  ]in)coe(lin;;s  of  ^^licfa 
we  have  a*Mp(wt.'  in  Ui9 poeu  called  he  »  ,t  ttf  (/iv  (vol.  ir.  pw26o> 
FoaAnelle  4ia  $Jm  Utlid  nS.  of  Jife  warm.  Varis  1742)  iiM  givea  a  da- 
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▲ssemblid  ben,  his  answer  for  to  hiere; 
And  after-ward  this  knight  was  bodeappicv^ 
To  every  wight  oomaundid  was  silence, 
And  that  the  knight  schuld  teUe  in  audieiii,<; 
What  thing  that  workily  wommen  loren  best. 

This  knight  ne  stood  not  stille,  as  doth  a  bes^ 
Bat  to  the  questioun  anoon  answerde, 
With  manly  yoys,  that  al  the  court  it  herde; 
*  My  li^;e  lady,  generally/  quod  he;, 
'  Wommen  desiren  to  have  soveraynte 
As  weL  over  hir  housbond  as  over  hir  love^ 
And  for  to  be  in  maystry  him  above. 
This  is  yonr  most  desir,  though  ye  me  kille; 
Doth  as  yow  list,  I  am  hoer  at  your  wille.* 
In  al  the  court  ne  was  ther  wyf,  ne  mayde, 
Ne  wydow,  that  contraried  that  he  sayde; 
But  sayden,  he  was  worthy  have  bis  lif. 
And  with  that  word  upstart  that  olde  wif^ 
Which  that  the  knight  saiigh  sittyng  on  the  greaa 
'  Mercy/  quod  sche,  '  my  soveraign  lady  queene, 
Er  that  your  court  dcpaite,  doth  me  right.  . 
I  taughte  this  answer  unto  the  knight ; 
For  which  he  plighte  me  his  trouthe  there^ 
The  firste  thing  that  I  wold  him  requere^ 
He  wold  it  do,  if  it  lay  in  his  might. 
Before  this  court  then  pray  I  the,  sir  knight^* 
Quod  sche,  '  that  thou  me  take  unto  thy  wil^ 
For  wel  thou  wost,  that  I  have  kept  thy  lif  ; 
If  I  say  fals,  sey  nay,  uj>on  thy  fey.' 
This  knight  answerd,  '  Alias  and  waylawey  1^ 


•eripttoa  of  one  of  the  fnikUstic  suits  tried  in  these  ooarte.  AbonI  the 
JBAT  tJio6,  itie  Queen  of  Frence  wan  ep))ealed  to  iVom  tn  niOiut  aeii* 
tence  pronounced  in  tli«  Court  of  Ix>ve  of  the  Counters  of  Champagne  i 
iMit  the  Qaeen  replied,  *  God  iorbM  titnt  I  should  presume  tt  rererse 
tl*e  MStence  of  the  Countess  of  (liampa^el'  Tlie  betit  eonroe  of  in- 
formation  on  these  strange  fullicji  is  a  book  entitled  JfroCioi,  hu  Aw»' 
tcr^  Andrea  Capellarii  Hegii,  8tt,,  written  ahout  aj>.  it  To,  end  pat>- 
ttmed  at  Dorpmnnd  in  i5io. 

1  Thajgughi:!  nnwdUiafneis  ia-  mora  natural,  aad  affm^  a  beta-t 
eoniriat4o  the-seqnel,  thaa  Sir  Oawaiae'aasDetilvefqaiplateMt'la 
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I  wot  right  wel  that  sadi  was  my  bjliest 

For  Qoddes  love,  as  chese  a  new  request ; 

Tak  al  mj  good,  sad  let  my  body  ga' 

'  Nay/  quod  sohe  tlian,  *  I  schrew  us  botlie  tua 

For  though  that  I  be  foule,  old,  and  pore, 

I  nolde  for  al  the  metal  ne  for  the  ore 

That  under  erthe  is  grave,  or  lith  above,  ['    /'  V  /  - 

But  I  thy  wife  were  and  eek  thy  love.* 

'  My  lovef  quod  he, '  nay,  nay,  my  dampnacioi^. 

Alias !  that  eny  of  my  nacioun 

Schuld  ever  so  foule  disparagid  be  1* 

But  al  for  nought;  the  ende  is  this,  that  he 

Constreigned  was,  he  needes  most  hir  wedde. 

And  takith  his  wyf,  and  goth  with  hir  to  beddop 

Now  wolden  som  men  say  paradyentore, 
That  for  my  necgligence  I  do  no  cure 
To  telle  yow  the  joye  and  tharray 
That  at  that  iest  was  maud  that  ilke  day« 
To  which  thing  schorUy  unsweren  I  schal. 
And  say  ther  uas  feste  ne  joy  at  al, 
Ther  nas  but  hevynes  and  mochil  sorwe ; 
For  prively  he  wcdtlyd  hir  in  a  morwe, 
And  alday  hudde  him  as  doth  an  oulo, 
60  wo  was  him,  his  wyf  lokcd  so  foule. 
Oret  was  the  wo  the  knight  had  in  his  thought 
Whan  he  was  with  his  wyf  on  bedde  brought^  ^ 

He  walwith,  and  he  torncth  to  and  fra  A  ,'^**'(^7'  of  ^ 

His  olde  wyf  lay  smylyng  ever  mo, 
And  sayd,  '  O  deere  housbond,  hmBdicile, 
Fareth  every  knight  with  his  wyf  as  yei 
Is  this  the  lawe  of  king  Arthures  houst       /  v  -  •  / 

Is  every  knight  of  his  thus  d^ungerousl     c.  t-.  !i  e  a  { I    f  r 
I  am  your  oughne  love,  and  eek  your  wy^ 
I  am  sche  that  hatli  savyd  your  lyf. 
And  cei-tes  ne  dede  I  yow  never  unrightb 
Why  fare  ye  thus  with  me  the  fii-ste  night  I 
Te  fare  lik  a  man  that  had  left  his  wit. 
What  is  my  gult?  for  Godes  love,  tel  me 
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And  it  Bchal  be  amendid,  if  that  I  hmj/ 

'  Amendidr  quod  this  knight^  'alias!  naj,  laj, 

It  wol  nought  ben  amendid,  never  mo; 

Thow  art  so  lothi j,  and  so  old  also. 

And  therto  comen  of  so  lowh  a  kjnde. 

That  litil  wonder  is  though  I  walwe  and  wynde  ; 

80  wolde  God,  myn  herte  wolde  brestT 

'  Is  this,*  quod  sche,  *the  cause  of  your  unrest  f 

*  Ye,  certeynly,'  quod  he,  'no  wonder  isf 

/<Now^  sire,*  quod  sche,  'I  couthe  amende  all 

If  that  me  list,  er  it  were  dayes  thre, 
Bo  wel  ye  mighte  here  yow  to  me. 
But  for  ye  speken  of  such  gentilesse 
As  is  descendit  out  of  old  richesse^ 
Therfor  schuld  ye  ben  holden  genlil  men  ; 
Such  arrogaunce  is  not  worth  an  hen. 
Lok  who  that  is  mo<it  vertuous  alway, 
Prive  and  pert,*  and  most  entendith  ay 
To  do  the  gentil  dedes  that  he  can, 
Tak  him  for  the  grettest  gentil  man. 
Crist  wol  we  elayme  of  him  oure  gentilescse.* 
Nought  of  oure  eldres  for  her  olde  richesse.' 
For  though  thay  give  us  al  her  heritage. 
For  which  we  elayme  to  be  of  high  parage 
Yit  may  thay  not  biquethe,  for  no  Uiing, 
To  noon  of  us,  so  vertuous  lyvyng. 
That  made  hem  gentil  men  y-calUd  be. 
And  bad  us  folwe  hem  in  such  degre. 
Wel  can  the  wyse  poet  of  Florence, 
/  V  /i^K-^Kt.  X^     That  hatte  Daunt,  speke  of  this  sentence  } 


I  KwtfirtaoM  both prtrmtdj  tad  before  thtworid.    fmiUp^m 
^   ijperl,  open. 

•  Chilit  deilTce  that  we  should  rest  oar  claim  to  MMUtf  oa  Ilii^ 
that  U,  on  our  Tirtae,  which  ia  His  gift. 


THB  WYF  OF  BkTBXB  TAUL  84A 

TJOf  in  lacli  maner  of  ryizi  is  Dttuntes  tale: 
Pul  aeeld  vprisith  bj  his  braonchiB  smale^ 
Prowes  of  man,  for  Ood  of  hb  proweaae 
"Wol  that  we  daime  of  him  our  gentilesae ; 
^  For  of  our  aunoestres  we  no  thiog  dayme 
But  temporal  thing,  that  men  may  hurt  and 

mayme. 
Ek  every  wight  wot  thlB  as  wel  as  I, 
If  gentiles  were  plaunted  natorelly 
TTnto  a  certayn  ligDage  doun  the  line^ 

^  .  Prive  ne  apert^  thay  wolde  neyer  fine 
To  don  of  gentilesce  the  fair  office^ 
Thay  might  nought  doon  no  vileny  or  vioeb 
Tak  fuyr  and  ber  it  in  the  dericcst  hous 
Bitwixe  this  and  the  mount  Caukasous^ 
And  let  men  shit  the  dores,  and  go  thenne^ 
Yit  wol  the  fuyr  as  fair  and  lighte  brenne 
As  twenty  thousand  men  might  it  bihoUe; 
His  office  naturel  ay  wol  it  holde^ 
Up  peril  on  my  lif,  til  that  it  dye. 
Her  may  ye  se  wel^  how  that  genteiye 
Is  nought  annexid  to  possessioun, 
Sithins  folk  ne  doon  her  operacioun 
Alway,  as  doth  the  fuyr,  lo,*  in  his  kynde. 
For  God  it  wot,  men  may  ful  often  fyndo 
A  lordes  sone  do  schame  and  vilonye. 

r    And  he  that  wol  have  pris  of  his  gentrie, 
For  he  was  boren  of  a  gentil  hous, 
And  had  his  eldres  noble  and  vertuous, 
And  nyl  himselve  doo  no  gentil  dedes- 
Ne  folw  his  gentil  aunoeter,  that  deed  is, 


1  Daale,  PurpaioHo,  vii.  lai  :— 

*  Rad«  Yolte  nemge  per  II  i 
L'  homftna  probitate;  cd  qiMtIo  v«qI« 
Qu€l  Che  U  da«  perche  da  m  li  dUamU' 

s  Lo!  ii  htrc  very  expreuive ;  It  meant,  at  you  caa  9m> 


846  THE  CAITTERBURT  TALES. 

He  ifl  nought  gentil,  be  he  duk  or  eri ; 
For  vileyn  synful  deedes  maketh  a  cherl, 
r  fr.tr-  ''• ,'        For  gentilnesse  nys  but renome 

Of  thin  auncestres,  for  her  heigh  bounte,      ''     .-  ^  ' 
•      '  '  :  -  -      Which  is  a  straunge  thing  to  thy  persone; 
Thy  gentilesce  cometh  fro  God  alloone. 
Than  comth  oure  veiTay  gentilesse  of  grace. 
It  was  no  thing  biquethe  us  with  oure  plaoa 
Thinketh  how  nobil,  as  saith  Valerius, 
Was  thilke  TuUius  Hostilius, 
That  out  of  povert  ros  to  high  noblesse. 
Bedith  Senek,  and  redith  eek  Boeoe, 
Ther  schuln  ye  se  expresse,  that  no  dred  is^      /    r    ''  ^ 
r    That  he  is  gentil  that  doth  gentil  decQs. 
And  therfor,  lieve  housbond,  I  conclude, 
Al  were  it  that  myn  auncetres  wer  rude, 
Tit  may  the  highe  Go<l,  and  so  hope  I, 
Graunte  me  grace  to  lyve  vertuously ; 
Than  am  I  gentil,  whan  that  I  bygynne    ^ 
To  lyve  vertuously,  and  wjyven  synnje.    '  ^r/'  ♦  ^  *  /'  * 
And  ther  as  ye  of  povert  me  I'epi'eve, 
The  heighe  God,  on  whom  that  we  bilieve^ 
In  wilful  povert  ches  to  lede  his  lif  j* 
And  certes,  every  man,  mayden,  or  wyf 
May  understonde  that  Jhesus,  heven  king, 
Ne  wold  not  chese  a  vicious  1^'vyng. 
Glad  povert  is  an  honest  thing  certayn; 
This  wol  Senek  and  other  clerkes  sayn. 
Who  that  holt  him  payd  of  his  poverty  '     /  . 

I  holde  him  riche,  al  had  he  nought  a  schert 
He  that  ooveitith  is  a  pore  wight, 
For  he  wold  have  that  is  not  in  his  might. 
But  he  that  nought  hath,  ne  covey teth  nought  to 

have, 
Is  liche,  although  ye  hold  him  but  a  knave; 


i 


J/ 


t JChftAtfU  USrlutieairwiilcli  Appcut  to  biw  bw 
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Temj  poTert  IB  Bjimeproprely. 

*  Javenal^  saith  of  povert,  mexiljr 
The  pore  man  whan  he  goth  by  the  waj 
Bifore  the  theves  he  may  synge  and  play. 
Poirert  is  hateful  good;  and,  as  I  gesse^ 
A  fol  gret  biynger  ont  of  bosynesse; 

A  gret  amender  eek  of  sapiens 

To  him  that  takith  it  in  padens.  /^ «  / 

Povert  is  this,  although  it  seme  denge^'         f*  -    '^  *\  '' 

Poflsessionn  that  no  wight  wil  chalenge. 

Povert,  ful  often,  whan  a  man  is  lowe^ 

^lakith  him  his  God  and  eek  himself  to  knows 

Povert  a  spectacle  is,  as  thinkith  me^ 

Thurgh  which  he  may  his  verray  finendea  se; 

And  therfor,  sir,  syth  that  I  yow  nought  grave 

Of  my  poyert  no  more  me  repreva 

*  Now,  sir,  of  elde  ye  repreve  me; 
And  certes,  sir,  though  noon  auctcyrite 
Were  in  no  book,  yc  gentils  of  honour 

8ayn  that  men  schuld  an  old  wight  doon  &TOur 
And  dlepe  him  fader,  for  your  gentilesse; 
And  auctours  I  schal  fyuden,  as  I  gesse. 

'  Now  ther  that  ye  sayn  I  am  foul  and  old. 
Than  drede  you  nought  to  ben  a  ookewold.  /  "     ' 

For  filthe  and  elde,*  al  so  mot  I  th^  ?*'  ^^  c^^-J 

Ben  grete  waxdeyns  upon  chastite^ 
But  natheles,  sith  I  knowe  your  delyt^ 
I  schal  fulfills  youre  worldly  appetyt^ 


>  Sat,  X.  as. 
*  TbeM  tophlftfeml  oommon-plflces,  which  nerer-eoiKrlBMd  mBf^m^^ 
STC  takn,  ■•  Tyrwhitt  mj*,  firoa  Vincent  of  Itetoyati,  ^pee.  ilibt.,liliii x. 
c  7i- 

s  Tbi^  li,  perhniM,  the  reaaon  of  the  itrnnge  predilection  ft»r  flltb. 
obserrable  in  miny  of  the  Mints  «nA  hermits,  even  of  tl»e  early  cli^reh. 
In  Terenc<^«  HeautorUimoreummott  Syrus*.  wishing  to  prove  ▲BtiphiU'i 
•basUi/,  tbua  deicribet  herjn^noy^— 

\  ^  \  •  Una  ancillola 

Brat{  on  tcxelMit iatk,patmii  obHta^ 
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Chese,  now/  quod  ache,  *  ooq  of  these  thingM 

tweye, 
To  bave  me  foul  and  old  til  that  I  deye^ 
And  be  to  jow  a  trewe  humble  wyf, 
And  never  jow  displease  in  al  my  lyf ; 
Or  elles  ye  wol  have  me  yong  and  lair, 
And  take  your  aventure  of  the  repair^ 
That  schal  be  to  your  hous  bycause  of  me^ 
Or  in  8om  other  place  it  may  wel  be. 
Now  chese  yourselven  whethir  that  yow  liketh.* 
This  knight  avysith  him,  and  sore  sikith, 
But  atte  last  he  sayd  in  this  manere : 

'My  lady  and  my  love,  and  wyf  so  deere^ 
I  putte  me  in  yowr  wyse  govemaunce, 
Chesith  yourself  wliich  may  be  most  pleasaunca 
And  most  honour  to  yow  and  me  also, 
I  do  no  Ibrs  the  whether  of  the  tuo , 
For  as  yow  likith,  it  suffisith  me.' 
'  Than  have  I  gete  of  yow  tho  uiaystry/  quod  scke, 
*  Sith  I  may  govern  and  chese  as  me  list  f 
<  Ye  eertis,  wy^'  quod  he,  'I  hold  it  best' 
'  Kys  me,'  quod  sche,  *  we  ben  no  longer  wvothe^ 
For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  wol  be  to  yow  bothe^ 
This  is  to  say,  ye,  bothe  fiur  and  good. 
I  pray  to  God  that  I  mot  sterve  wood< 
But  I  be  to  yow  al  so  good  and  trewe 
As  ever  was  wyf^  siththen  the  world  was  newe ; 
And  but  I  be  to  morow  as  &ir  to  seen 
Ay  eny  lady,  emperesse,  or  queen. 
That  is  bitwise  thest  and  edc  the  wes^  ry 

^       Doth  by  my  lyf  right  even  as  yow  lest^'  '^ 

^       Cast  up  the  cortyns,  and  look  what  this  is.* 

And  whan  the  knyght  saugh  verrayly  al  tU% 

>  That  li.  Take  yoor  ehuM  tat  the  number  of  men  who  nay  laaotf 


laTOor  iMMie  to  pay  their  addrenei  to  me. 


Xba  iaeoQd  Cambridge  MS.  reads,  iaetead  of  thii  Um  >— 
*  And  eo  they  slept  tille  the  morwe  gray  \ 
And  than  the  lalde,  when  it  waa  day, 
•OMta  up  thaourtayn.  loka  howa  it  ia.*  • 
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TSiai  fclie  lo  £iir  'wns,  and  so  jong  tberio^ 

for  joye  he  hent  hir  in  Lis  armies,  tuo ; 

SEia  berte  bathid  in  a  bath  of  blisse, 

.A.  thousand  tyme  on  rowe  he  gan  hir  kissa 

.And  sche  obeyed  him  in  every  thing 

^That  mighte  doon  him  pleisauns  cr  likyng, 

And  thus  ihay  lyve  unto  her  lyvea  end 

In  parfyt  joye ;  and  Jhesu  Cri^t  us  sende 

SLoosbondes  meke,  yonge,  and  freissche  on  bedde» 

And  grace  to  overbyde  hem  that  we  wedde. 

And  eek  I  pray  to  Jhesus  schort  her  ly  ve8» 

That  wil  nought  be  governed  after  her  vTTev      .  >  /,^ 

And  old  and  angry  nygardes  of  despense^    { ^  ^' '  /  -^  .•'  y   -^ 
God  send  hem  sone  verray  pestilence  I 
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THIS  worthy  lymytour,  this  noble  Frere»       />  •  -  o 
He  made  alway  a  maner  lourynge  oheera    ^       /    » <>      /    / 
Upon  the  Sompnour,  but  for  honeste  ^^^  /^ '  o  ^^  •    --  • 

No  vileyn's  worde  yit  to  him  spak  he. 
But  atte  last  he  sayd  unto  the  wyf, 
*  Dame,'  quod  he,  *  (jod  give  yow  good  lyl  I 
Ye  han  her  toucliid,  al  so  mot  I  the, 
In  soole  matier  gret  dilEculte. 
Ye  ban  sayd  uiochel  thing  right  wel,  I  say; 
But  dame,  right  as  we  rydcn  by  the  way, 
Us  needeth  nought  but  for  to  speke  of  game^ 
And  lete  auctorites,^  in  Goddes  namei 
To  preching  and  to  scoles  of  clergie. 
But  if  it  like  to  this  companye, 
I  wil  yow  of  a  sompnour  telle  a  game ; 
Farde,  ye  rn  <y  wel  knowe  by  the  name^ 

1  ^ueeorftm  m.v  •  the  text,  vaAexpoeH^  attdtnrltatig,  the  eoramcat 

It  li  applied  no?  .to  Scripture,  but  to  9117  autlinritf/,  m  we  still  qm 

Reword.    Thu-  1  m  de  Vifn^aj,  in  his  introduction  to  the  French 

tranilatioB  of  t li< '  uetuta  Aurea^  Mfs,  MoDieigneur  Saint  HieroMM  warn 
ttt  eeste  audorlu 
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That  of  a  sompnour  may  no  good  be  sajd; 
I  pray  that  noon  of  jow  be  evel  apayd  ; 
A  flompnoar  is  a  renner  up  and  doun 
With  manndementz  for  fomicacioun,^ 
And  is  y-bete  at  every  tonnes  eeode.' 

Onr  oste  spak, '  A !  sir,  ye  schold  been  heende, 
And  corteys,  as  a  man  of  your  estaat^ 
In  company  we  wol  have  no  debaat ; 
Telleth  your  tale,  and  let  the  Sompnour  be.* 
'Nay/  quoth  the  Sompnour,  ' let  him  say  to  me 
What  so  him  list ;  whau  it  cometh  to  my  lot^ 
By  God  1  I  schal  him  quy ten  every  grot. 
I  sohal  him  telle  which  a  gret  honour 
1[8  to  ben  a  fals  flateryng  lymy tour.  * 
And  his  offis  I  schal  him  telle  I  wis.* 
Oure  host  answerd,  *  Pees,  no  more  of  this.** 
And  after  this  he  sayd  unto  the  Frere, 
*  Telleth  forth  your  tale,  my  leve*  maister  deere.* 


THE  FBEBES  TALE. 

[Tsn  ide  was  probably  translated,  as  Mr.  Wright  ooDJeetnTes, 
from  some  old  fabliau,  which  also  funushed.fhe'groniidwork 
o£the  short  tale  entitled  De  Advocate  et  Diaholo,  puUishediyy 
thaPeroy  Society  in  a  collection  of  Latin  Stories,  editedligrMr. 
Wright  Another  version  of  the  story,  still  closer  to  Chaueer's 
talsi  haa  siiioe  been  discovered  in  the  British  Moseom^MS. 

1  CUstiOBS,  or  suxomoiues,  addressed  to  those  sccnssd  of  bmelies  «f 
Um  ernnons.  to  appear  and  answer  in  tlie  Archdeaoools  ootirt.  "Viie 
o(Bocrcha>ged  with  thedutyof  senrfng  these  was  no  doabt  oftta  vWtcd 
wUk.tba-  Sams  somanary  panishment  which  Is  said  to  have  baan  often 
iaflioted  oo  -aheriffs'oflkiers  in  Ireland  iu  the  last  oentory.  The  somp- 
aoor,  aa  his  name  implies,  was  the  summoner,  or  senrer  of  fominoDsea, 
aniwerlng  to  our  modem  apparitor. 

'  Il^lsJtraBge  that  St. Francis  and  St.  Dominio  should. not^liays 
iifssoiiii  that  tbai»  rule,  requiring  the  firiars  to  obtain  Uwir  Uvelihood 
bf.hcgglng-from*  hoaso  to  house,  would  necessariif  impair  tkairiadc* 
B  of  miBd,  and  habituate  them  to  the  arts  of  flattefj. 
CBarl.  H8.,  and  ttdd  the  mmjmmtHkU. 
«  HaBlr4Uk<s»e-i0  omitted. 
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Wrightin  ikrArekteoh^a,  tdL  zxziL] 


w 


HILOM  there  was  dwelljng  in  my  oountre 


An  erchedeken,  a  man  of  gret  degree 
That  boldelj  did  execucioua, 
In  ponyschTng  of  fomioocioon. 
Of  wiochecraft,  and  eek  of  bandeiye^ 
Of  difiamacioun,  and  avontriOy 
Of  cliirche-reves,  and  of  testamente^ 
Of  contraotes,  and  of  lak  of  sacramentSy^ 
And  eek  of  many  another  maner  ciyme^ 
Which  needith  not  to  reherse  at  this  tyme; 


>  *  Lak  of  SMrtmeikts*  me&ns  the  neglect  of  the  Chnreb'i  precept  to 
eommnnicate  at  Easter,  to  wliich  sacrurocntal  confeflsion  was,  ia  tbo 
mediftvol  Chunh,  pncticully,  though  not  theoretical  I/,  a  neceatary 
preliminary. 

T!ie  tystem  of  eoelesiastlcal  discipline  apoa  whieh  this  tM^  S» 
iboiided  requires  some  further  cxiilanation. 

In  the  Church  of  the  first  tlirce  ccnturicB  ecciesiastieal  eentnret  bad 
the  effect  of  depriving  tlie  offender  of  spiritual  privileges  onlyd*-6ct 
BmaiiAM^  AntignUie$,  kc.n  i6,  «,  3.  but  when  the  empire  became 
Christian,  under  Constantinc  and  his  successors,  a  new  principle  wan 
P'adually  introduced.  It  waa  thou^'ht  tliat  the  State  was  bound  to 
add  its  eemporai,to  the  Church*«  fpiritHaU  sanctions;  and  the  contuma- 
cious or  excommunicated  person  was  coerced  by  civil  disabilities.  After 
the  destruction  of  the  Koman  Empire,  the  same  legal  principle  waa 
adopted  by  the  several  states  of  Christendom  founded  upon  its  rulna, 
and  therefbre  forms  an  important  pan  of  mediaeval  Jurisprudenoe. 
Sea.  a  very  apposite  illustration  of  tliis  in  the  first  part  of  Db  Joiic* 
yiLiJ^B  Memoin  of  Lottif  XX.,  near  the  end. 

At  the  Kefonnation.  tlie  several  reformed  commnnltlei  adopted  tho 
aam^  principle.  The  Calvinists,  or  Presbyterians,  at  Gene%'a,  ia  Scot* 
land,  and  in  England  during  their  short  terra  of  power,  were  especially 
zealous  in  enforcing  it.— 8e«  Preface  to  IIookbr's  Ftxle$.  Pol.     . 

The  eanons  of  the  Church  of  England,  passed  in  1604,  which  snll  In 
many  respects  regulate  the  practice  of  tiie  English  Ecclesiastical 
Courts,  bear  witness  to  the  system  as  enforced  in  the  reigns  of  the 
Tttdors  and  Stuarts.— See  particularly  Canons  z,  fiiii  and  1 12,  in  which 
the  Qutatman  seems  to  have  performed  many  of  the  duties  of  Cliauccr's 
sompnonr.  These  have  now  become  obsolete,  partly  from  being  incon- 
sistent with  recent  statutes,and  partly  by  the  tacit  consent  of  all  partiea. 

Most  of  the  communities  of  non-conformists,  however,  maintain  a 
principle  of  discipline  similar  to  that  of  the  Ante-Nicene  Church,  their 
*  reading  oat  of  meeting*  being  exactly  equivalent  to  the  exoommual- 
cation  of  the  early  ages  of  CUHstianity. 
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Of  Qsor,  and  of  symoDj  dao ; 

But  oertes  lecchours  did  he  grettest  woo ; 

Thay  schulde  sjnge,  if  that  thej  were  hent; 

And  Bmale  tythers  thay  were  fouly  achent^ 

If  eny  penoioi  wold  upon  hem  pleyne, 

Ther  might  astert  him  no  pecunial  peyne. 

For  tmale  tjthes  and  for  smal  offiynge,^ 

He  made  the  poeple  pitously  to  synge. 

For  er  the  hxsachop  caught  hem  in  his  hook,* 

They  weren  in  the  archedeknes  book  :* 

And  hadde  thuigh  his  jurediccioun 

Power  to  have  of  hem  correccioun. 

He  had  a  aompnour  redy  to  his  hond, 

A  alyer  boy  was  noon  in  Engelond; 

Ful  prively  he  had  his  espiaile, 

That  taughte  him  wher  he  might  avmyk. 

He  oouthe  spare  of  lecchours  oon  or  tuo. 

To  techen  hun  to  four  and  twenty  mo. 

For  ihoagh  this  sompnour  wood  were  aa  an  han^ 

To  telle  ^  harlotry  I  wol  not  spare; 

For  we  ben  out  of  here  correcdouny 

They  have  of  us  no  jorediociouny^ 

>  TIm  Biglect  to  iMj  tithtt  and  Eaater  offeringB  otme  nder  tiM 
trohdemeonli  Jurisdiction,  aa  th«  bishop's  diocesan  oflteo'.  The  Mar  doaa 
■otaenipla  to  make  aniiiTldioos  use  of  thissuWect  at  the  cxpenaeof  tho 
parochial  olergf,  because,  being  obliged  bj  bis  rale  to  gain  his  Uvcfi* 
hood  bj  begging,  he  had  no  interest  in  tithes. 

s  An  allnsion  to  the  bishop's  pastoral  staff,  which  waa  In  the  ahnpa 
of  »  dieep-hook.  Its  Ann  and  symboUcal  meaning  are  thni  described 
la  the  HMmi  y  i^bn  i'iMpmani— 

•BobestU  above  bothe, 
▲nd  berith  a  bischopia 'eroia.' 
And  U  Aolid  on  that  on  cMl 
To  halle  men  fh>  helle, 
And  a  pike  is  in  the  poynt 
To  p«t  adon  the  wyked.' 

*  OAnden  weie,  In  the  first  instance,  snmmoned  befbre  the  arch* 
deacon,  and  aftenrards,lf  Ibnnd  Incorrigible,  transferred  to  the  bishop, 
who  alone  had  the  power  of  Inflicting  the  greater  exeommnnicntioa. 

*  The  religions  orders,  bnt  particularljthe  mendicants  or  fUars.  wef«. 
Iff  fpedal  dispensation  of  the  pope,  exempt  ftom  the  bishop's  jnrisdio* 
Aon,  and  placed  vndcr  that  of  their  general  or  snperior  only,  with,  of 

,  an  appeal  to  the  ivpreme  pontiff.    Thia  wai  »  iintUe  niliieei  ol 
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ISe  never  achol  to  terme  of  alle  her  Ijres. 
'  Peter!  so  been  the  wommen  of  the  styvcB,*^ 
Quod  this  Sompnour,  *  i-put  out  of  oure  cures.* 
'Peesl  with  meschaunce  and  with  mesaventuros^* 
Thus  sayd  our  host,  *  and  let  him  telle  his  tale, 
l^ow  teUeth  forth,  although  the  Sompnour  gale, 
l^e  spareth  nought,  myn  owne  maister  deere.* 

This  false  theef,  the  sompnour,  quoth  the  frers^ 
Had  alway  bawdes  redy  to  his  hond. 
As  eny  hauk  to  lure  in  Eugelond,' 
That  told  him  al  the  secre  that  thay  knewe, 
For  here  acqueintaunce  was  not  come  of  newe; 
Thaj  were  his  approwours  prively. 
He  took  himself  a  gret  profyt  therby ; 
His  maister  knew  nat  alway  what  he  wan. 
Withoute  maundement,  a  lewed  man 
He  couthe  sompne,  up  peyne  of  Cnsies  curs^ 
And  thay  were  glad  to  Ulle  wel  his  purs, 
And  make  him  grete  festis  atte  nale. 
And  right  as  Judas'  hadde  purses  smale 
And  was  a  theef,  right  such  a  theef  was  he^ 
His  maister  had  not  half  his  duete; 
He  was  (if  I  schal  give  him  his  laude) 
A  theef,  a  sompnour,  and  eek  a  baude. 
And  he  had  weuches  at  his  rctenue, 
That  whethir  that  sir  Eobert  or  sir  Hughe,* 

fctloKsj  between  the  several  rival  orders,  and  between  them  al!  and  th« 
parochial  clergy,  of  which  the  antipathy  shown  by  the  friar  and  somp- 
DOiir  to  each  other  is  an  example.  So  « Jack  Upland  *  aska  the  friar, 
*  Why  ba  ye  not  ander  your  bishop*:!  visitation,  and  liegemen  to  onr 
king?*  The  chronicles  of  the  middle  age;f,  especially  that  of  Richard 
qfDevizeSt  are  filled  with  their  mutual  reproaches. 

i  The  sompnonr's  repartee  is  founded  upon  the  law  by  which  hoases 
of  lll-lhmewere  exempted  from  ecclesiastical  interference,  and  licensed, 
on  the  principle  that  they  were  a  necessary  evil,  and  might  thus  be  kept 
vnder  better  surveillance.    UarL  MS.  reads,  The^  beik  i-put  tU  out,  kc. 

>  flea  aiKe,  p.  128,  note  i. 

s  Mr.  Wright  says,  *  According  to  the  mcdlieval  legends,  Judas  was 
Christ's  purse-bearer,  and  embezzled  a  part  of  the  money  which  waa 
gf ven  to  him  by  his  master.'  The«e  *  mediseval  legends '  are  obviously 
drawn  from  the  gospel  of  St.  John,  xii.  6. 

*  These  are  common  names  for  secular  clergymen.    They  are  called 

TOL.  !•  2  A 
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Or  Jak,  or  Ban^  or  wlio  so  that  it  were. 
That  laj  hy  hem,  thay  told  it  in  his  eere. 
Thus  was  tlie  wenche  and  he  of  oon  aaaent* 
And  he  wold  fecche  a  fejned  maundement^ 
And  sompne  hem  to  chapitre  hothe  tiio, 
And  pyle  the  man,  and  let  the  wenche  ga 
Than  wold  he  sayn,  'I  achal,  frend,  for  thjr  aak«k 
Don  strike  the  out  of  onre  lettres  blake; 
The  thar  no  more  as  in  this  cas  trarayle; 
I  am  thy  frend  ther  I  the  may  avayle.' 
Certeynly  he  knew  of  bribours  mo 
Than  possible  is  to  telle  in  yeres  tao; 
For  in  this  world  nys  dogge  for  the  bowe,* 
That  can  an  hurt  deer  from  an  hoi  y-knowe^ 
Bet  than  this  sompnour  knew  a  leodieoory 
Or  avoutier,  or  ellis  a  paramour; 
And  for  that  was  the  fruyt  of  al  his  rent. 
Therfore  theron  he  set  al  his  entent. 
And  so  bifel,  that  oones  on  a  day 
This  sompnour,  ever  wayting  on  his  pray. 
Bod  forth  to  sompne  a  widew,  an  old  ribibe,' 
Feynyng  a  cause,  for  he  wolde  ban  a*  bribe. 
And  happed  that  he  say  bifore  him  lyde 
A  gay  yeman  under  a  forest  syde; 
A  bow  he  bar,  and  arwes  bright  and  kene, 
He  had  upon  a  oourtepy  of  grene, 
An  hat  upon  his  heed,  with  frenges  blake. 
'Sir/  quod  this  sompnour,  'heyl  and  wel  overtake f 


fl^,  not  by  ▼IrtM  of  thdr  pricttly  oIBm,  bat  of  thdr  d^gno  of  BA.  i« 
the  vnircnity  t  though  perhaps  th«  title  maj  afterwardi  bsTC  bed 
gtftn  to  all  priests  hy  courtesj. 

1  A  dos  trained  for  shooUng  with  the  bow,  part  of  whoee  odaeatici 
•ouisted  in  following  tho  stricken  deer  onl/,  and  sepanUinf  It  fxm 
the  herd. 
s8ee«Hit<%p.  t^Simtei.   BOOs  Is  here  pot  metaphoclaMlrftr  m«M 
,  perhapi^  as  Tyrwhitt  sapposes,  from  its  shrillnd 
•  Haii  lid.  omits  Aon  o^W. 


TBS  nXUM  TAIJL  86S 

*  Wdoome,*  quod  he,  *  and  ereiy  good  fdavo; 
Wliider  ridestow  under  this  grene  acbawer 
Sayde  this  yixnaOy  'Willow  fer  to  dayf 
Tlu8  sompnour  answerd,  and  sayde,  *  Nay. 
Her  &Bte  by/  quod  he,  *  is  myn  entent 

To  lyden,  for  to  reysen  up  a  rent^ 
That  longith  to  my  lordes  duete.* 

*  Artow  than  a  bayely?'  *  Ye,'*  quod  he. 
He  durste  not  for  verray  filth  and  schame 
6ayn  that  he  was  a  eompnour,  for  the  name* 

'Depot  dieuxl*  quod  the  yeman,  'lieve  brother, 
Thou  art  a  bayly,  and  I  am  another. 
I  am  unknowen,  as  in  this  contre; 
Of  thin  acquaintance  I  wol  praye  the^ 
And  eek  of  brotherheed,  if  it  yow  levt 
I  have  gold  and  silver  in  my  cheet; 
If  that  the  happe  come  into  oure  achire^ 
Al  achal  be  thin,  right  as  thou  volt  desire.* 
'  OratifU  mercy ^  quod  this  sompnour,  '  by  my  faith  f 
fiverioh  in  otheres  bond  his  trouthe  laith. 
For  to  be  swome  bretheren'  til  thay  deyen. 
In  daliaunce  forth  thay  ride  and  pleyen. 

This  sompnour,  which  that  was  as  ful  of  jangles^ 
As  ful  of  venym  ben  these  weryangles,* 
And  ever  enquering  upon  every  thing, 

*  Brother,*  quod  he, '  wher  now  is  your  dwellyug, 
Another  day  if  that  I  schuld  yow  seechet* 

This  yiman  him  answered  in  sof te  speche : 

*  Brother,*  quod  he, '  fer  in  the  north  centre^* 
Wheraa  I  hope  somtyme  I  schal  the  se 

1  HarLHS.  omits  yt. 

*  TIm  fHtr  Mrs,  the  very  nsme  of  sompsonr  bore  nch  %  note  of 
iflfkmy  tbAt  h«  was  sshamed  to  own  It.        •  8o«  anU,  p.  114.  note  1. 

4  Appurentlf ,  Arom  Speght*s  note,  the  shrike,  or  butcher  bird,  which 
f  I  very  elamoroos,  and  feeds  upon  small  birds,  sticking  them  on  a 
thom,  and  so  tearing  them  to  pieces. 

*  The  hell  of  the  Teutonic  race,  before  thejr  were  Clirivtians,  was  In 
the  north i  and  after  their  conversion,  as  tlteir  converters  adopted 

2  A  2 
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Er  we  depart  I  schal  the  so  wel  wisse, 

That  of  myn  hons  ne  schaltow  never  : 

*  Now,  brother,'  quod  this  sompnour, '  I  yov  pray, 

Teche  me,  whil  that  we  ryden  by  the  way, 

Syn  that  ye  ben  a  baily  as  am  I, 

Som  subtilte  as  tel  me  faithfully 

In  myn  office  how  that  I  may  wynna 

And  spare  not  for  consciens  or  for  synne^ 

But,  aji  my  brother,  tel  me  how  do  ye/ 

'Now,  by  my  trouthe,  broth ir  myn,'  sayd  he^ 
'  As  I  Bchal  telle  the  a  faithful  tale. 
-  Hy  wages  ben  ful  streyt  and  eek  ful  smale; 
My  lord  to  me  is  hard^  and  daungerous^ 
And  myn  office  is  ful  laborous; 
And  theifor  by  extorcionns  I  lyre, 
Forsoth  I  take  al  that  men  wil  me  giTS^ 
Algate  by  deighte  or  by  violence 
Fro  yer  to  yer  I  wynne  my  despenoe; 
I  can  no  better  telle  &tithfully.* 

'Now  certes,*  quod  this  sompnour,  'so  &re  I; 
I  spare  not  to  take,  God  it  woot. 
Bat  if  it  be  to  hevy  or  to  hoot' 
What  I  may  gete  in  counseil  privelyi 
No  more  consciens  of  that  have  L 
Nere  myn  extordons,'  I  might  not  lyven, 
Ne  of  such  japes  I  wil  not  be  schriven. 
Stomak  ne  conscience  know  I  noon; 
I  schrew  thes  schrifie-fiidres  everychoon. 
Wei  be  we  met,  by  God  and  seint  Jamel 
But,  leve  brother,  telle  me  thy  name,' 
Quod  this  sompnour.     In  this  mene  while 
This  yeman  gan  a  Htel  for  to  smyle. 


tlieir  name,  onlj  giving  the  place  a  Christian  eharaeter.  It  wna  natml 
that  the  people  should  retain  their  original  notion  of  its  poiltion. 

1  Harl.  lISM«r«y<. 

s  Tynrhitt  quotes  the  same  expression,  from  FioiMart:  no  laisseifBl 
ricn  k  prendn,  sll  n'etoit  trap  ckaud,  trop  froid,  on  tnppttm\t* 
•  That  if, '  Were  it  not  for  mjr  extortions.' 
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•Brathir;  quod  lie,  'woltow  that  I  the  taOet 
I  am  a  KBend,  mj  dwellyng  ia  in  belle^ 
JLskd  her  I  zyde  aboat  my  puichaajnff^ 
To  wite  whcT  men  wol  give  me  enj  tiling. 
My  porchaa  ia  theffect  of  al  mj  lent' 
Ix>ke  how  then  rideat  for  the  same  entent 
To  Wynne  good,  thou  rekldst  never  how, 
Ktght  80  fiwe  I,  for  ryde  I  wolde  now 
Unto  the  woridea  ende  for  a  pray** 

'  A 1  *  qnod  the  aompnonr/ ^endiieitey' what  ye  siy 
I  wende  ye  were  a  yeman  tiewely. 
Ye  han  a  mannea  achap  aa  wel  as  T» 
Have  ye  a  figore  than  determinate* 
In  helle^  ther  ye  ben  in  your  estate!* 
'  Nay,  certeynly,*  quod  he,  *  ther  have  we  non, 
Bnt  whan  ns  likith  we  can  take  x»  on. 
Or  ellis  make  yow  seme  that  we  ben  schape 
Som  tyme  like  a  man,  or  like  an  ape; 
Or  lik  an  aungel*  can  I  ryde  or  go; 
It  ia  no  wonder  thing  though  it  be  so 
A  lonsy  jogelonr*  can  decyre  the^ 
And,  pBX&Ljf  yit  can  I  more  craft  than  he.' 

*  Why,*  quod  this  sompnour,  *  ryde  ye  than  or  goon 
In  Bondiy  wyse,  and  nought  alway  in  oonf  * 


1  My  whole  fneoiiM  ii  derlTcd  from  what  I  em  oMala  bf  my  trmdo* 
3  henedtelieia  thiM  and  other  places  so«'ins  to  have  been  colloquially 

contracted  lomehoir  thoa:  Ben'ctU^  aa  God  be  wUk  you  ia  contracted 

good  A|Fi* 

*  The  friar  leprewnta  the  lompnoiir  aa  glad  of  aa  opportonity  of 
gaininf  infonnation  from  a  ipiritaal  being  like  Satan  on  tliose  meta- 
physical questions  to  eagerly  discn^sed  in  the  middle  ages,  e^pecinlly 
by  the  mendicant  orders  which  produced  men  of  unriralled  subtlety 
of  the  reasoning  power.  Thomaa  Aqninas  waa  a  DominJcan,  Duns 
aootns  a  Franeiican  friar. 

*  a  Cor.  xl.  14. 

*  The  minstrels  were  ealled  also  jogdomrt^  and  united  with  their 
musical  entertainments  the  arts  of  lefrerdcmain.  Thu^  the  minstrel 
Taillefer  accompanied  Ids  song  of  Kolaiid  at  the  battle  of  Hastinrs 
with  tricks  of  dexterity,  which  the  beholders  attributed  to  enchant- 
ment. Uerlin  and  Thomas  of  Erceliioun  are  examples  of  thia  strange 
tonlunatkw  of  charactsta. 
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'For/  qnod  he, '  we  wol  us  in  such  forme  mA% 
As  most  abil^  is  oure  pray  to  take.* 

*  What  makith  jow  to  have  al  this  labourl' 

*  Ful  many  a  canse,  lieTe  sir  sompnour,* 
Sajde  tills  feend.     '  But  al  thing  hath  a  tyme; 
The  day  is  schort,  and  it  is  passed  primes 
And  yit  ne  wan  I  nothing  in  this  day; 

I  wol  entent  to  wynnyng,  if  I  may, 

And  not  entende  oure  thinges  to  declare; 

For,  brother  myn,  thy  wit  is  al  to  bare 

To  onderstond,  althoi:^h  I  told  hem  the. 

For  but  thou  axid  whi  laboure  we; 

For  som  tyme  we  ben  Goddis  instrumented 

And  menes  to  don  his  comaundementea^ 

Whan  that  him  list,  upon  his  creatures^ 

In  dirers  act  and  in  divers  figures. 

Withouten  him  we  have  no  might  oerteyn. 

If  that  him  liste  stonde  ther  agayn. 

And  som  tyme  at  our  prayer  have  we  leeve^ 

Only  the  body,  and  not  the  soule  greve ;" 

Witness  on  Jobe,  whom  we  dide  ^  wo. 

And  som  tyme  have  we  might  on  bothe  tiftos 

This  is  to  say  of  body  and  soule  eeke. 

And  som  tyme  be  we  suffred  for  to  aeeke 

Upon  a  man,  and  doon  his  soule  unrest 

And  not  his  body,  and  al  is  for  the  best 

Whan  he  withstondith  oure  temptaoioiin, 

It  is  a  cause  of  his  savacioun, 

Al  be  it  so  it  was  nought  oure  entent 

He  schuld  be  sau^  but  that  we  wold  him  heni 

And  som  tyme  we  ben  servaunt  unto  man. 

As  to  thei-chebisschop  seynt  Dunstan,' 

And  to  thapostolis,  servaunt  was  V  * 

'Yit  tel  me/  quod  the  sompnour,  'fidthfulfy, 

>  AbO  If  ft  Fraicli  word  OiMU,  hftndy,  dezteroos),  tad  li,  tfaenfiiNb 
9ce«ntcd  on  the  last  syllable.  '  Job  U.  6. 

s  St.  Duutftn  if  said  to  have  reduced  the  fiend  to  *obedknee  fAm 
ha  Mine  !•  tempt  him  as  he  was  working  in  his  forge. 
4  rerhftpa  aa  alluaioa  to  Acta  xix.  14^ 
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Make  ye  jow  newe  bodies  alwmy 

Of  elementxt*    The  fend  answeide,  ^T^Vi 

Som  tyme  we  feyne,  and  som  t jme  we  ryie 

With  dede  bodiea^^  in  ful  wonder  wyse^ 

And  speke  renablj,  and  as  fair  and  wel 

Ab  to  the  Phitonissa  dede  Samuel  ;* 

And  yit  wol  somme  say,  it  was  not  he. 

I  do  no  fora  of  your  diyinite. 

But  oon  thing  wame  I  the^  I  wol  not  jape^ 

Thou  wilt  algates  witc  how  we  ben  schape: 

Thow  schalt  herafter-ward.  my  brother  deeie^ 

Com,  wher  the  nedith  nothing  for  to  leere, 

For  thou  schalt  by  thin  oughn  ezperienoe 

Conne  in  a  chayer'  reden  of  this  sentence 

Bet  than  Virgile/  whils  he  was  on  lyre. 

Or  Daunt  also.     Now  let  us  ryde  blyve^ 

For  I  wol  holde  company  with  the^ 

Til  it  be  so  that  thou  forsake  me.' 

'Nay/  quod  the  sompnour,  'that  schal  nought  bety  la 

I  am  a  yiman  that  knoweu  is  ful  wyde; 

My  trouthe  wol  I  holde,  as  in  this  caas. 

For  though  thou  be  the  devyl  Sathanas, 


■  Tlw  pffCTftlUiig  belief  that  the  Eril  Spirit  toinetiinet  Kpftand  in 
tlie  fbrm  of  the  depaitcd  it  illustrmted  bj  HamkPt  doabU  reipecUnf 
hif  tMhm^  appeannee,  act  ii.  scene  a  t-^ 

*  The  spirit  that  I  haTt  aaan 
Maj  ba  a  deyll ;  and  the  devil  hath  power 
To  cundoM  a  pleiutng  fhape,* 

s  It  waa  fenerallj  believed  bj  theologians  that  the  Witch  of  Endor 
could  not  really  recal  Samuel  from  the  grave,  bat  that  the  Evil  Spirit 
appeared  in  his  form*  in  order  to  give  credit  to  the  idolatry  and  witch- 
craft bj  wUeb  Sanl  and  the  Israelites  were  sedaeed  from  the  worship 
of  the  tme  God.  She  is  here  call«d  PhUoniaat  because  Python,  or 
Apollo,  waa  the  God  of  Prophecy.  Thus,  in  the  Acts,  xvl.  id,  the 
wotda  translated  in  oar  Tcnion— «  spirit  of  Divbiatitm,  are.  in  tha 
•riginal,  wvoim  TLiihwu 

»  That  is,  yon  shall  hereafter  understand  this  snl^ect  so  well  that 
yov  will  bo  oonpetcnt  to  give  lectures  on  it,  as  a  professor  In  his 
•hair.  / 

4  Allttdhig  to  the  visit  of  jCncas  to  the  infernal  regions,  in  the  sixth 
)ook  of  the  A^neid,  and  to  Dante*s  It^&m^' 
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My  troathe  wol  I  liolde  to  the,  my  brother. 

As  I  am  swore,  and  ech  of  us  to  other, 

For  to  be  trewe  brethereu  in  this  caas ; 

For  bothe  we  goon  abouten  onre  purchas. 

Tak  thou  thi  part,  and  that  men  wil  the  gyvco. 

And  I  schal  myn,  thus  may  we  bothe  lyven. 

And  if  eny  of  us  have  more  than  other, 

Let  him  be  trewe,  and  paiii  it  with  his  blather.* 

*  I  graante,*  quod  the  devel,  *  by  my  fay !' 
And  with  that  word  thay  riden  forth  her  way; 
And  right  at  thentr3mg  of  a  townes  ende. 

To  which  this  sompnour  schope  him  for  to  wende^ 
Thay  seigh  a  cart,  that  chargid  was  with  hay^ 
Which  that  a  carter  drof  forth  in  his  way. 
Deep  was  the  way^  for  which  the  carte  stood; 
This  carter  smoot,  and  cryde  as  he  wer  wood, 
'Hayt,  brok;  hayt^  scot;^  what  spare  ye  for  the 

ttoonesi 
The  fend,'  quod  he,  'yow  fech  body  and  bones. 
As  ferforthly  as  ever  wer  ye  folid ! 
So  moche  wo  as  I  have  with  yow  tholid ! 
The  deryl  have  al,  bothe  cart  and  hors  and  hay  f 
This  sompnour  sayde,  *  Her  schal  we  se  play.* 
And  ner  the  feend  he  drough,  as  nought  ne  wei^ 
Ful  prively,  and  rouned  in  his  eere^ 

*  Herke,  my  brother,  harke,  by  thi  fidthi 

Ne  herest  nought  thou  what  the  carter  saitht 
Hent  it  anoon,  for  he  hath  given  it  the, 
Bothe  hay  and  caples,  and  eek  his  cart,  parde  1' 

*  Nay,'  quod  the  devyl,  *  God  wot,  never  a  del, 
It  is  nought  his  entente,  tmstith  wel, 
Ask  it  thiself,  if  thou  not  trowist  me. 
Or  ellis  stint  a  while  and  thou  sohalt  se.* 


*  JBbyl  is  ftlU  the  word  nsed  bf  wggmen  ia  KorMk  to  niako  thdr 
^€ne^  go  on.  Brot  (broek)  means  e  badger ;  hence  applied  to  a  grej  hone, 
afterwards  caiied  bjr  the  carter  *  myn  oughne  Ijfturd  (grey)  b^  I  Seal  It 
a  common  name  for  fkrm  horMS  in  East  AngUa.  The  iSecve's  horse  (see 
Proloffe)  is  ^«lled  Scot.  The  Harl.  MS.  reads  tM  (stallion) :  but  Scot 
(ndf^ted  isom  Tyrwhitt).  being  a  proper  aame,  Mont  the  tnie  tmdia^ 
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This  earter  tkakketh  his  hora  upon  tbe^evoap^, 
And  thaj  bjgon  to  drawen  and  to  stowpe. 
'  Hayt  now/  quod  he,  <  ther  Jhesn  Crist  jow  bleSM^ 
<And  al  his  hondwerk,  bothe  more  and  lessel 
That  was  wel  twight,  mjn  oughne  lyard  boj» 
I  praj  God  save  thy  body  and  seint  Lojl^ 
l^ow  is  my  cart  out  of  the  sloo  pardeT 
<  Lol  broUier/  quod  the  feend, '  what  told  T  thel 
Her  may  ye  seen,  myn  owne  deere  brother, 
The  carter  spak  oon  thing,  and  thought  another. 
T^iet  us  go  forth  abouten  our  viage ; 
Hier  wynne  I  nothing  upon  cariage.* 

Whan  that  thay  comen  somwhat  out  of  toune. 
This  sompnour  to  his  brothir  gan  to  roun4» : 

*  Brothir/  quod  he, '  her  wony  th  an  old  rebekke, 
That  had  almost  as  lief  to  leese  hir  neoke. 

As  for  to  give  a  peny  of  hir  good. 

I  wol  han  twelf  ])ens'  though  that  sche  go  wood» 

Or  I  wol  somone  hir  to  oure  office; 

And  yit,  God  wot^  I  know  of  hir  no  viea 

But  for  thou  canst  not,  as  in  this  centre^ 

\^yxme  thy  cost,  tak  her  ensample  of  me.* 

This  sompnour  clapped  at  the  widowes  gate; 

*  Com  out/  quod  he,  '  thou  olde  viritrate; 

I  trowe  thou  hast  som  frere  or  prest  with  the.* 
'  Who  dappith  ther?'  sayd  this  widow,  '  henedieiU 
God  save  yow,  sir!  what  is  your  swete  wiilef 
'  I  have^'  quod  he, '  a  somonaunce  of  a  bille^ 


>  Tbni  the  Book  of  ffomHies^  In  enumcrftting  the  difTcrent  Ibnni  of 
fnToking  the  taints,  gives, as  an  example,  'to  tlie  horse, God  and  Saint 
Jjoj  tare  thee.'  This  is  probably  a  contraction  for  Kligios,  who  was 
orifdnally  A  imrker  la  metala.  [St  L07,  Eluy.  or  Cli^rius,  was.  in  fact,  th« 
patron  saint  of  «m«*t.    Chambers.  fiot,k  of  itayf,  ii.  3s}». —W.  W.  S.] 

*  llnrl.  MS.,  by  a  curioos  coniraetion,  readt  wttf^  for  icol  Am 
Uef{1. — W.  The  value  of  the  twelve  pence  for  which  the  sompnour 
sued  the  widow  may  be  estimated  by  tiie  relatiYe  prices  of  food  and 
labour.  For  twelve  pence  the  widow  might  have  purchased  two  dozen 
of  hens,  or  three  gallons  of  red  wine,  or  hirerl  a  dozen  oommon  laboureit 
iir  twelve  days.    See  vol.  U  p.  )  J,  noie  1 . 
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(Tp  payne  of  onrayiig/  loke  that  thoa  be 
To  morve  bifom  our  erchedeknes  kne. 
To  answer  to  the  court  of  oertejn  tliingea.* 

*  Now/  quod  ache,  *  Jhesu  Crista  and  king  of  kinge^ 
So  wisly  helpe  me,  as  I  ne  may. 

I  hare  ben  seek,  and  that  f  ul  many  a  day. 
I  may  not  goon  so  fer/  quod  sche,  *  ne  ryds^ 
But  I  be  deed,  so  prikith  it  in  my  syde. 
May  I  nat  aske  a  lybel,*  sir  sompnour, 
And  answer  ther  by  my  procuratour 
To  suche  thing  as  men  wol  oppose  mef 

*  Tis,*  quod  this  aompnour, '  pay  anoon,  let  sc^ 
Twelf  pens'  to  me,  and  I  the  wil  aoquite. 

I  schal  no  profyt  have  therby  but  lite; 
My  mayster  hath  the  profyt  and  not  L 
Com  of,  and  let  me  lyden  hastily; 
Oif  me  my  twelf  pens,  I  may  no  lenger  tary.* 

*  Twelf  pensf  quod  sdie,  *  now  lady  seinte  Mary 
So  wysly  help  me  out  of  care  and  synne. 

This  wyde  world  though  that  I  schulde  wjrnne^ 
Ne  have  I  not  twelf  pens  withinne  myn  hold. 
Te  knowen  wel  that  I  am  pore  and  old; 
Kithe  youre  almes  on  me  pore  wreoche.' 
'  Nay  than,*  quod  he, '  the  foule  fend  me  feoehe! 
If  I  thexcose^  though  thou  achalt  be  spilt' 
<  AllasT  quod  ache,  *  Qod  wot,  I  have  no  gilt* 

*  Pay  me,*  quod  he,  '  or  by  the  swet  aeint  Anne! 
As  I  wol  bere  away  thy  newe  panne 

For  dette,  which  thou  owest  me  of  old, 
Whan  that  thou  madeat  thin  housbond  cokewold, 
i  payd  at  hom  for  thy  correccioun.* 
'Xhou  lixt,*  quod  ache, '  by  my  savaoioun, 
Ne  was  I  never  er  now,  wydow  ne  wyf, 
.    Somound  unto  your  court  in  al  my  lyf ; 


1  On  ^n  of  •xeommanloation. 
<  A  cop7  of  the  information  or  indictmtnt.    A  Utel  it  tliU  the  i 
k  ia  the  eodcflMtieal  court!. 
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Ve  nevw  I  irts  but  of  my  body  troiPOi 
TTtito  the  devel  rough  and  blak  of  blew* 
Oire  I  thy  body  and  the  panne  alaoF 
And  whan  the  devyl  herd  hir  oane  so 
TTpon  hir  kneea,  he  sayd  in  this  oumere: 
'I^ow;  Mabely,  mjn  owne  modir  deare^ 
Is  this  your  wil  in  emest  that  ye  seyef 
'The  de^el/  qnod  sche,  <^feoche  him  er  he  deye^ 
And  panne  and  al,  but  he  wol  him  repeotef 

*  Isiaj,  olde  stot,  that  is  not  myn  enteate/ 
Quod  this  sompnour,  *  for  to  r^wnte  me 
For  eny  thing  that  I  have  had  of  the; 

I  wold  I  had  thy  amok  and  every  doth.* 

'Now  brothir,*  quod  the  devyl, '  be  not  wroth; 
Thy  body  and  this  panne  is  myn  by  right' 
Thow  schalt  with  me  to  helle  yit  to  nighty 
Wher  thou  schalt  knowen  of  our  privete 
More  than  a  maister  oi  divinite.* 

And  with  that  word  the  foule  fend  him  hente; 
Body  and  soule,  he  with  the  devyl  wente^ 
AVher  as  the  sompnours  ban  her  heritage; 
And  God  that  maked  after  hb  ymage 
Mankynde,  save  and  gyde  us  aUe  and  some. 
And  leeve  this  sompnour  good  man  to  bycome. 

*  Lordyngs,  I  couth  han  told  yow/  quod  the  frere^ 
*  Had  I  had  Icysir  for  this  sompnour  here^ 

After  the  text  of  Crist,  and  Powel,  and  Jon, 
And  of  oure  other  doctours  many  oon, 
Such  peynes  that  our  herte  might  agrise^ 
Al  be  it  so,  no  tonge  may  devyse, 
Though  that  I  might  a  thousand  wynter  tell^ 
The  peyn  of  thilke  cursed  hous  of  helle. 
But  for  to  kepe  us  from  that  cursed  plaoe^ 
Wakithy  and  prayeth  Jhesu  for  his  gracoy 

1  Tbe  wfdoiv't  oone,  being  attercd  fh>m  her  heart,  glvei  the  Derll 
»  right  to  cany  aw»f  the  lompnour.  Thif  condition,  which  agreet 
exactly  with  the  Latin  itoiy  published  by  Mr.  Wright  in  the  Arckno^ 
loffia,  did  not  apply  to  the  eune  of  tlie  carter,  who  *  ipak  oon  thing. 
•Bd  thought  another.* 
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80  kepe  Qfl  fro  the  temptour  Satbauas. 
Herknith  this  word,  beth  war  as  in  this  cas. 
The  lyoun  syt  in  his  awajt  alway^ 
To  slen  the  inuooent,  if  that  he  may. 
Disposith  youre  hertes  to  withstonde 
The  fend,  that  wolde  make  yow  thral  and  bimde; 
He  may  not  tempte  yow  over  your  might,* 
For  Onst  wol  be  your  champioun  and  knight; 
And  prayeth,  that  oure  Sompnour  him  repente 
Of  his  mysdede,  er  that  the  fend  him  hente.' 


THE  SOMFNOURES  PIlOLOGE. 

THIS  Sompnour  in  his  8t3rrop  up  he  stood^ 
Upon  the  Frere  his  herte  was  so  wood. 
That  lyk  an  aspen  leef  he  quok  for  ire. 
*  Lordyngs,*  quod  he,  *  but  oon  thing  I  desire; 
I  yow  biseke,  that  of  your  curtesye, 
Syn  ye  ban  herd  this  false  Frere  lye, 
As  suffnth  me  I  may  my  tale  telle. 
This  Frere  bosteth  that  he  knowith  helle^ 
And,  God  it  wot,  that  is  litil  wonder, 
Freres  and  feendes  been  but  litel  asonder. 
For,  pardy,  ye  ban  often  tyme  herd  telle, 
How  that  a  frere  rayyscht  was  to  belle* 
In  spirit  ones  by  a  viaioun, 
And  as  an  aungel  lad  him  up  and  doun, 
To  schewen  him  the  peynes  that  ther  wer«^ 
In  al  the  place  saugh  he  not  a  frere. 
Of  other  folk  he  saugh  y-nowe  in  wo. 
Unto  this  aungel  spak  this  frere  tho: 

ipMlmx.  9.  *  I  Cor.  X.  13* 

s  A  fliToarite  mod«  of  «wakeiilii^  the  ctreleM  in  tho  middle  tgn> 
Dede  relatee  a  etoiy  of  a  monk  thua  fkTOured  with  a  glimpse  of  the  other 
frcrld,  apoa  whom  it  made  snch  an  impreteioo  that  he  aeTer  alVor  waf 
•eon  to  amlle.  The  Idea  la  probably  derired  ftom  tlie  deeoent.  tn  thi 
Oigmtg  and  iffneftl,  of  UlytMo  and  JEocm  into  Hm  teHraal  icgioiiai 
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*  Now,  aire,*  quod  he,  *lma  frerw  tnnA  s  tfn^ 
That  noon  of  hem  schal  comen  in  this  plaoef 

*  Yisy*  quod  this  aungil, '  many  a  mylioun.* 
And  nnto  Sathanas  he  lad  him  doim. 
'And  now  hath  Sathanas,'  aaith  he,  'a  ta]4 
Broder  than  of  a  cairik  is  the  sajl.' 

*  Hold  up  thy  tayl,  thou  Sathanas,'  quod  h% 
'Schew  forth  thyii  exz,  and  let  the  fnare  se 
Wher  is  the  nest  of  freres  in  thia  place.' 
And  er  than  half  a  forlong  way  of  spacer 
Right  so  as  hees  swamen  out  oT  an  hjre, 
Out  of  the  develes  ers  thay  gonne  dryve, 
Twenty  thousand  freres  on  a  route, 

And  thorughout  hcUe  swarmed  al  ahoute^ 
And  comen  agen,  as  fast  as  thay  may  goon^ 
And  in  his  ers  thay  crcpen  everidioon* 
He  dappid  his  tayl  a^ayn,  and  lay  ful  stillei 
This  iriure,  whan  he  loked  had  his  fille 
Upon  the  torment  of  tliis  soiy  place^ 
His  spirit  €k>d  restored  of  his  grace 
Unto  his  body  agayn,  and  he  awook ; 
But  natheles  for  fere  yit  he  quook, 
80  was  the  develes  ers  yit  in  his  mynde^ 
That  is  his  heritage  of  verray  kynde. 
God  save  yow  alle,  save  this  cursed  Frere; 
My  prolong  wol  I  ende  in  this  manem.' 


THE   SOMFNOUKES  TALE. 

LORDYNGS,  ther  is  in  Eogeloud,  I  gerse, 
A  mersschly  lond  called  Holdemesse,^ 
In  which  ther  went  a  lymytour  aboute 
To  preche,'  and  eek  to  begge,  it  is  no  doubte. 

1  A  district  on  the  cout  of  Yorkshire. 
*  The  otject  of  St.  Francis  of  Assissi  and  St.  Dominie,  the  founder! 
tkf  the  mendicant  orders,  was  to  supply  the  want  of  popular  preaching 
and  Mtire  seal,  to  which  the  parochial  and  older  mooaatie  a/ftema 
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And  80  bifel  it  on  a  day  this  frere 
Had  preched  at  a  chirch  in  this  manere^ 
And  speciallj  aboven  ever^'  thing 
Excited  he  the  poepul  in  his  preohing 
To  trentala/  and  to  give  for  Goddis  sake, 
Wherwith  men  mighten  holy  houses  make^ 
Ther  as  divine  servys  is  honoured, 
Nought  ther  as  it  is  wasted  and  devoured; 
Neitiber  it  needeth  not  for  to  be  give 
As  to  possessioneres,'  that  mow  lyve, 
Thanked  be  God,  in  wele  and  abundaunoa 
*  Trentals/  sayd  he,  'delyvereth  fro  penaiinoe 
Her  frendes  soules,  as  wel  eld  as  yonge. 
Ye,  whanne  that  thay  hastily  ben  songe, 
Nought  for  to  hold  a  preat  jolif  and  gay. 
He  syngith  not  but  oon  masse  in  a  day. 
Delyverith  out,*  quod  he, '  anoon*  the  soulea 
Ful  hard  it  ia,  with  fl^schhok  or  with  oulea    ^ 
To  ben  y-clawed,  or  brend,  or  i-bake;^ 
Now  speed  yow  hastily  for  Criates  sake.* 

wen  aot,  u  thcj  fopposed,  praictleany  eondndTe.  Thef  propoted  U 
attain  this  ot()eet  by  raising  up  a  elsss  of  men  who  should  be  inuhackled 
by  worldly  possessions  or  hopes  of  preferment,  and  who,  by  their  cda- 
oation,  should  be  enabled  to  satisfy  the  awakening  thirst  for  knowledfc 
among  the  people.  Tha  fHan,  therefore,  as  indicated  In  the  text, 
were  the  popular  preachers  of  the  middle  ages ;  and  there  can  be  no 
doobt  that  the  general  dlflVision  of  a  knowledge  of  Scriptnre,  and  the 
difcnsslon  of  reUgloas  snl^ects  by  the  lower  classes,  to  which  their 
preaciilngs  garo  rise,  prepared  the  popular  mind  Ibr  forming  a  dedsioB 
respecting  Uiose  metaphysical  questions  upon  which  the  Befonnatist 
was  ostensibly  founded. 

>  Thirty  masses  celebrated  for  the  benefit  of  souls  in  purgatory. 

'  The  Mar  inridiously  calls  the  monks,  who  could  possess  property 
fai  common,  and  the  parochial  clergy,  who  of  course  possessed  it  ss 
laymen  dld,jw«sefs<oiiert.  The  fHars,  by  their  rule,  were  obliged  to 
li€g  their  bread,  but  so  irrational  a  rule  was,  as  might  be  expeeted, 
•OOB  eraded.  >  HurL  MS.  omits  dnoon. 

^  The  popular  preachers  and  painters  of  the  middle  ages  used  to  re> 
present  the  punishments  of  sin  ss  consisting  of  a  literal  tearing,  burn- 
ing, and  freeilngof  the  fiesh,  intending  them  to  be  understood  meUphori- 
eally  ;  but  the  unlearned  of  course  applied  these  represcnUtlons  hi  s 
literal  sense.     In  Albert  Darer*s  'Dcr  Kldne  Passion'  la  a  nry 
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And  wIiah  this  &ere  had  sayd  al  his  enten^ 
With  qui  eum  paired  forth  his  waj  he  went 
Whan  folk  in  chirch  had  give  him  what  hem  Icsl^ 
He  went  his  way,  no  lenger  wold  he  rest^ 
With  flcrip  and  pyked  st^  y-touked  hye; 
In  eveiy  hons  he  gan  to  pore  and  piye^ 
And  b^lgyd  mele  or  chese,  or  eUis  com. 
Hia  felaw  had  a  ataf  typpcd  with  ho^^ 
A  payr  of  tablis  al  of  yrory,' 
Axid  a  poyntel  y-poliacht  fetialy, 
And  wToot  the  names  alway  as  he  stood 
Of  alle  folk  that  gaf  him  eaj  good, 
Aficaonoe  that  he  wolde  for  hem  preya 
'  Oif  ns  a  busshel  whet,  or  malt^  or  reye^ 
A  Goddes  kichil,'  or  a  trip  of  che^ 
Or  elles  what  yow  list,  we  may  not  chese; 
A  Goddes  halpony,  or  a  masse  peny;* 
Or  gif  ns  of  youre  bramie^  if  ye  have  eny, 
A  dagoun  of  your  blanket^  leeye  danu^ 
Onre  suster  deer, — ^lo  1  her  I  write  your  name— 
Baooon  or  beef,  or  suoh  thing  as  we  fynde.* 
A  stonrdy  harlot  ay  went  hem  byhynde^ 


>  This  to  part  of  the  formula  with  whieh  pnyen  tad  Mnwmi  uf 
ftUl  ■omctJmes  concluded  in  the  Church  of  Engluid. 

*  Thtti  Jacke  Upland  aska  the  supposed  friar,  *  Why  wrlteat  thOD 
her  aamca  in  thy  tables  that  yeveth  thee  mony  ?  sith  God  knoweth  al 
thing :  for  it  semeth  hy  thy  writing?,  that  God  ifoold  not  reward  hem  i 
but  thou  writest  in  thy  tables,  God  would  eb  forgotten  It.'  Th« 
meaning  of  reeording  the  names,  howerer,  was  that  they  might  ba 
remembered  in  the  prayers  of  the  brotherhood. 

3  Tyrwhitt,  after  showing  the  absurdity  of  Speght's  interpretation 
of  thto  expression,  says  that  it  iff  common  in  French,  and  that  tha 
meaning  is  explained  by  M.  de  la  Monnoye.  In  a  note  upon  the  CSmites  dis 
J9.  D.i^erjert,  torn.  ii.,p.  io7 :— '  Hien  n'est  plus  common  dans  la  bonebe 
dee  bonnes  Tiellles,  que  ces  especcs  d'llebraismes:  *  U  m'encofttean  bel 
dco  de  IMen ;  il  ne  me  reste  que  ce  pauvre  enfant  de  Dien ;  donnet^moi 
one  benite  amndne  de  Dieu." 

4  A  ma9$t  petty  is  probably  a  penny  Ibr  saying  a  mass.  Thvs, 
Jacke  Upland : — *  Freer,  when  thou  recdvcst  a  penle  for  to  say  a 
masse,  whether  seller  thou  God's  bodie  r  ate  He  might  as  wdl  hart 
said  that  St.  Paul  sold  the  Gospel  because  he  sometimes  aoceptel  pee»> 
olrry  aid  fkom  his  oonrerta. 
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That  was  her  hostis^  man,  and  bar  a  tak, 
.  A.nd  what  men  gaf  hem^  layd  it  on  his  bak. 
And  whan  that  he  was  out  atte  dore.  anooa 
He  planed  out  the  names  eTerychoon, 
That  he  bifom  had  writen  in  his  tablis; 
>     He  served  hem  with  nyfles  and  with  fitblis.    [Frera 

*  Naj,  ther  thou  lixt,'  thou  Sompnour/  sayd  the 
'  Peesy*  quod  our  host,  ^  for  Cristes  moder  deere, 
Tel  forth  thj  tale,  and  spare  it  not  at  aL' 
*So  thrive  V  q^od  the  Sompnour,  *  so  I  schalf 

So  long  he  wente  hous  by  hous,  til  he 
Gam  til  an  hous,  ther  he  was  wont  to  be 
Befresshid  mor  than  in  an  hundrid  placis. 
Syk  lay  the  housbond  man,  whos  that  the  place  la, 
Bedi*ea  upon  a  couche  lowe  he  lay. 
*J>eiu  hie,'*  quod  he, '  O  Thomas,  frend,  good  day  T 
Sayde  this  &^re  al  curteysly  and  softe. 
'  O  Thomas,  God  yeld  it  yow,  ful  ofte 
Have  I  upon  this  bench  i-fare  ful  wel. 
Her  have  I  eten  many  a  mery  meL' 
And  fro  the  bench  he  drof  away  the  cat,* 
And  layd  adoun  his  potent  and  his  hat, 
And  eek  his  scrip,  and  set  him  soft  adoun; 
His  felaw  was  go  waUdd  in  the  toun 
Forth  with  his  knave,  into  the  ostelrye, 
Wher  as  he  schop  him  thilke  night  to  lye. 

>  In  All  religloai  houMi  tlwre  wm  an  oflleer  ipeeiall  j  tppoiated  to 
wiit  on  the  guetti,  called  here  the  *  hostiunan,*  or  gueste*  man,  kott, 
like  the  Latin  hotpet^  meaning  both  hoet  and  gueeL 

*  The  fHar*!  rebement  denial  is  admirably  managed.  The  general 
resemblance  of  the  eompnour*!  pictnre  is  so  perfect,  that  eren  he  is 
carried  awaf  by  its  spirit,  and  belieres  it  real  $  bnt  he  thinks  he  can 
at  least  dispute  the  trilling  circnmstance  of  the  blotting  ont  of  the 

)  Ood  be  here,  apparently  a  form  of  benediction.  It  is  a  comnoa 
phrase  amongst  the  peasantry  in  Ireland  and  Brittany  to  say,  ea 
ontering  a  honse,  *  God  sare  all  here.' 

^  It  is  by  this  sort  of  by-play  that  Chaucer  gires  such  a  marreUosa 
teality  to  liis  scenes.  He  dees  not  say  that  the  IHar  made  hiiMetf 
fiilc  al  homt,  but  ho  makes  yoa  its  it  with  ytow  eyes. 
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'  O  daere  maiater/  quod  tbe  seeke  maa, 
'  How  have  je  &re  siththe  March  bygant 
I  saygh  70W  nought  this  fourtcnight  or  mora' 

*  God  wot,'  qu^  he, '  labord  have  I  ful  sora; 
And  specially  for  thy  salvadotm 

Have  I  sayd  many  a  pi'ecious  orisonn. 
And  for  myn  other  frcndes^  God  hem  blesRe. 
I  have  to  day  ben  at  your  chirche  at  meese, 
And  sayd  a  sermoun  after  my  simple  wit, 
Nought  al  after  the  text  of  holy  wiyt 
For  it  is  hard  for  yow,  as  I  suppose^ 
And  therfor  wil  I  teche  yow  ay  the  glosa 
Glosyng  is  a  ful  glorious  thing  certayn, 
For  letter  sletli/  so  as  we  clerkes  sayn. 
Ther  have  I  taught  hem  to  be  charitable^ 
And  spend  her  good  ther  it  is  resonable; 
And  ther  I  seigh  our  dnme,  wher  is  shel* 
'  Yond  in  the  yerd  I  trowe  that  sche  be/ 
Sayde  this  man,  *  and  sehe  wil  come  anoon.* 

*  £y,  mayrtter,  welcome  be  ye,  by  seint  Johanf 
Sayde  this  wyf,  *  how  fare  ye  hertily  f 

The  frere  ariseth  up  ful  curteysly. 
And  her  embmcith"  in  his  armes  narwe, 
And  kist  hir  swcto,  niul  chii-kith  as  a  sparwe 
With  his  lippcs :  *  Dame/  quod  he,  *  right  wel, 
As  he  that  is  your  scrvaunt  everydeL 
Thankyd  be  God,  timt  yow  gaf  soule  and  lif, 
Yit  saugh  I  not  this  day  so  fair  a  wyf 
In  al  the  chirche,  God  so  save  me.* 

*  Ye,  God  amend  defautcs,'  sir,'  quod  sche, 

*  Algates  welcome  be  ye,  by  my  fay/ 

'  GraurU  mercy,  dame ;  this  have  I  found  alway. 

1  a  Cor.  lU.  ff. 

*  Ki»sln|;  was  foimcrly  the  ordinary  laode  «f  lalutatlon,  as  it  ftlll  li 
|&  come  parts  of  the  continent. 

■^  A  sort  of  modest  tlisqwU/i/ing  of  herself,  as  much  as  to  fay,  '  I 
know  I  have  many  faulu,  but  may  God  amend  tliem.' 

vol..  I.  .  2  B 
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But  of  jour  grete  goodnes,  by  youre  lere, 
I  wolde  pray  yow  that  ye  yow  not  greeve^ 
I  wil  with  Thomas  speke  a  litel  thro  we ; 
These  curates^  ben  ful  negligent  and  slowe 
To  grope  tendorly  a  conscience; 
In  Bchnft  and  prechiug'  is  my  diligence, 
And  study  in  Petres  wordes  and  in  Poule^ 
I  walk  and  fissche*  Cristen  mennes  soules. 
To  yelde  Jhesu  Crist  his  propre  rent; 
To  spreden  his  word  is  al  myn  eutent.' 

'  Now,  by  yonr  lere,  o  deere  sir/  quod  sche^ 
*  Ohyd  him  right  wel  for  seinte  Trinite.^ 
He  is  as  angiy  as  a  pissemyre, 
Though  that  he  have  al  that  he  can  desire, 
Though  I  him  wrye  on  night,  and  make  him  wmmij 
And  over  him  lay  my  leg  other  myn  arm. 
He  groneth  lik  our  boor,  that  lith  in  sty. 
Othir  disport  of  him  right  noon  have  I, 
I  may  please  him  in  no  maner  caas.* 

'  O  Thomas, /0O  vous  dy^  Thomas,  Thomas, 
This  makth  the  feend,  this  moste  ben  amendid. 
Ire  is  a  thing  that  highe  God  defendid. 
And  therof  wold  I  speke  a  word  or  tuo.* 

*  Now,  maister,*  quod  the  wyf^ '  er  that  I  go^ 
What  wil  ye  dinel  I  will  go  theraboute.* 
'  Now,  dame,*  quod  he,  ^jeo  vans  dy  sautu  daui€^ 
Have  I  not  of  a  capoun  but  the  lyvere. 
And  of  your  softe  brede  but  a  solvere, 

I  The  aeottlar  or  paraohiml  oleivr,  who  had  cttn  (cvm)  of  ooolo, 
wliieh  th«  religious  order*  coald  not  properlf  be  said  to  hare.  bec«iiae 
their  ittrisdlction  was  not  confined  to  the  ordinary  limits,  but  tx* 
tended,  like  that  of  a  missionary, to  wliomsoeTer  they  eoold  pemade. 

'  The  friars,  like  the  modem  Jesuits,  turned  their  attentiOB  paiw 
tienlarly  to  the  pf^nlar  parts  of  theology,  preaehing,  and  the  direottsa 
of  oonseiences. 

'  Luke  T.  10. 

4  AsM  means  properiy  Ao^,  and  so  is  applied  to  the  THalty.  ths 
Saviour,  charity,  ftc.,  as  well  ss  to  Christian  men  and  woonb.  Main 
Is  the  feminine  form  of  the  a^Jeotire,  to  agree  wUh  Ttiaile*  a  f 
aoun  in  Latin  and  French. 
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And  after  that  a  rostyd  pigges  heeo, 
(But  that  I  wold  for  me  no  best  were  deed') 
Than  had  I  with  jow  homly  luffiaaanoei 
I  am  a  man  of  litel  sustmaunoe. 
My  spirit  hath  his  fostrjmg  on  the  Bible. 
The  body  is  ay  so  redy  and  so  penyble 
To  wake,  that  my  stomak  is  destroyed. 
I  pray  yow,  dame,  that  ye  be  not  anoyed^ 
For  I  so  freudly  yow  my  counseil  schewe; 
By  God !  I  nold  not  telle  it  but  a  fewe.* 

*  Now,  sir,'  qnod  sche,  *  but  o  word  er  I  ga 
My  child  is  deed  withinne  this  wykes  tuo, 
Soon  after  that  ye  went  out  of  this  tonn.* 

*  His  deth  saugh  I  by  revelacionn,* 
Sayde  this  frere,  *  at  hoom  in  onre  dortonr. 
I  dar  wel  sayn,  er  that  half  an  honr 
After  his  deth,  I  seigh  him  bom  to  blisse 
In  myn  avysioun,  so  God  me  wisse. 

So  did  our  sextein,  and  our  fermerere,' 
That  han  ben  trewe  freres  fif^y  yere ; 
Thay  may  now,  God  be  thanked  of  his  lone^ 
Maken  her  jubile,'  and  walk  alloone. 
And  up  I  rooB,  and  al  our  covent  eeke, 
With  many  a  teere  trilling  on  my  chceke, 
Te  Deum*  was  our  song,  and  nothing  ellis, 
Withonten  noys  or  claterying  of  beUis, 

1  Thto  la  pcrhaiM  in  Imitation  of  his  fonndcr,  St.  Francis,  ^hom 
ehftiltj  ovo^owed  even  upon  the  lower  animali,  whom  he  called  hit 
brothers  tnd  eistt*rs,  insomuch  that  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
rcmore  certain  of  them  which  found  shelter  in  the  folds  of  his  ample 


3  The  oflleer  who  had  charge  of  the  farms  or  granges.  In  Jacke 
Upland  is  exposed  the  sophistry  by  which  the  friars  endeavoured  to 
reconcile  the  possession  of  farms  with  their  *  rule.' 

3  Peculiar  honours  and  privileges  were  granted  by  the  mle  of  St. 
Benedict  to  those  monks  who  had  lived  fiAy  years  in  the  order,  and 
who  were  then  said  to  have  fini^hed  their  Jubilee.  One  of  these  pri- 
Tiieget  was  that  of  walking  alone,  which,  for  obvioua  reasons,  was  for- 
bidden to  the  other  religious.  So  in  Jacke  Upland .«— *  What  betokeneth 
that  ye  goc  tweine  and  tweine  together  ?* 

4  Kothing  but  a  thanksgiving  would  huft  been  appropriate  for  a 

2  B  2 
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Save  that  to  Crist  I  sayd  aa  oriaouxiy 
Thankyng  him  of  my  revelacioun. 
For,  sire  and  dame,  trustith  me  right  wel. 
Our  oriaouns  bea  more  effectuel, 
And  more  we  ae  of  Goddia  secre  thuigeay 
Than  borel  folk,  although  that  thay  ben  kinge«. 
We  Ijve  in  povert  and  in  abstinence, 
And  borel  folk  in  riches  and  dispence 
Of  mete  and  drink,  and  in  her  fal  dely  t. 
We  han  all  this  worldes  lust  al  in  despyt.^ 
Lasar  and  Dives  ly veden  diversely. 
And  divers  guerdoun  hadde  thay  thereby. 
Who  so  wol  praye,  he  must  faste,'  and  be  clen«^ 
And  fatte  his  soule,  and  make  his  body  lenc. 
We  iiauren,  as  saith  thapostil ;'  doth  and  foode 
Sufficeth  us^  though  that  thay  ben  not  goode. 
The  clennes  and  Uie  fastyng  of  us  frerOH 
Makith  that  Crist  aoceptith  oure  prayeres, 
Lo^  Movses  fourty  dayes  and  fourty  night 
Fasted,^  er  that  the  highe  Qod  of  might 
Bpak  with  him  in  the  mount  of  Synay ; 
.  With  empty  wombe  fastyng  many  a  day, 
Beoeyved  he  the  lawe,  that  was  writen 
With  Ooddis  fynger;  and  Eli,*  wel  ye  witeiii^ 
In  mount  Oreb,  er  he  had  any  speche 
With  highe  Qod,  that  is  oure  lyves  leche, 
He  fiutid,  and  was  in  contemplacioun. 
Aron,  that  had  the  temple  in  govemadouny 
And  eek  the  other  prestes'  everychoon, 
Into  the  temple  whan  thay  schiUden  goon 
To  preye  for  the  poeple,  and  doon  servise, 
Thay  nolden  drinkea  in  no  maner  wise 


•hlld  dying  in  infkaer,  of  whose  tnuulatlon  to  imuwUm  Um  fritr  tSM 
ptctcndf  that  he  had  had  a  riiioa. 

I  Harl.  MS.<iea».  >  Hari.  M8.  omita  M  MWt 

*  I  T!m.Ti.  8.  *  Exod.  zzadr.  aS. 

•  tKiiifisLK.8.  •Lerift.s.f. 
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Ko  diynke,  vhieh  thmt  dronke  might  hem  maki^ 

But  ther  in  abstinenoe  prey  and  wake, 

Lest  that  thaj  dedin ;  tak  heed  what  I  aaj— * 

But  thaj  ben  sobre^  that  for  the  pepnl  pray--* 

War  that  I  say — ^no  mor;  for  it  snffiaith. 

Cure  Lord  Jhesu,  as  oure  lore  devysith, 

Gaf  ns  ensampil  of  fastyng  and  prayeres; 

Therfore  we  mendinauntz,  we  sdy  freres^ 

Ben  wedded  to  povert  and  to  continence^ 

To  charite,  hnmblease,  and  abstinence 

To  persecacionn  for  rightwisnesse. 

To  wepyng;  misericord,  and  clennesse. 

And  therfor  may  ye  seen  that  onre  prayerea 

(I  speke  of  us,  we  mendeaunts,  we  &eres) 

^en  to  the  hihe  God  more  acceptable 

Than  youres,  with  your  festis  at  your  table. 

Fro  Paradis  first,  if  I  schal  not  lye, 

Was  man  out  chaced  for  his  glotonye, 

And  chast  was  man  in  Paradis  certeyn. 

But  now  herk,  Thomas,  what  I  schal  the  seyn, 

I  ne  have  no  tixt  of  it,  as  I  suppose^ 

But  I  schal  fynd  it  in  a  maner  glose; 

That  specially  our  swete  Lord  Jhesus 

Spak  this  by  frercs,  whan  he  sayde  thus, 

Blessed  be  thay  that  pover  in  spirit  ben.' 

And  so  forth  in  the  gospel  ye  may  seen, 

Whether  it  be  likir  oure  professioun. 

Or  heris  that  swymmen  in  possessioun. 

Fj  on  her  pomp,  and  on  her  glotenye, 

And  on  her  lewydnesse !  I  hem  defye. 

Me  thinkith  thay  ben  lik  Jovynian,' 

Fat  as  a  whal,  and  walken  as  a  swan; 

Al  Tinolent  as  hotel  in  the  spenee/ 

Her  prayer  is  of  ful  gret  reverence; 

1  An  InslBUfttion  that  the  parochial  clergy  did  not  lead  very  tohtt  livei. 
3  Uatt.  T.  3. 

'  I*robab!j  the  ikhnloug  Cmpcror  of  Rome  in  one  of  the  Gestt  JRamth 
«  ▲•  Ihll  of  wins  aa  a  boCtto  la  the  cellar  or  battery. 
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Whan  tliay  for  soules  sayn  the  Psalm  of  David, 

Lo,  boef  thay  say  Cor  meam  erudavit} 

Wko  folwith  Cxistes  gospel  and  his  lore 

But  we,  that  humble  ben,  and  chast^  and  pore^ 

Wox^ers  of  Goddes  word,  not  auditoorsf ' 

Therfor  right  as  an  hauk  upon  a  sours' 

XJpspringeth  into  thaer,  right  so  prajeres 

Of  charitabil  and  chaste  busy  freres 

Maken  her  sours  to  Goddis  eeres  tua 

Thomas^  Thomas,  so  mote  I  ryde  or  go, 

And  by  that  Lord  that  clepid  is  seint  Ire,* 

Ner  thou  oure  brother,  schuldestow  never  thrivs^ 

In  oure  chapitre  pray  we  day  and  night 

To  Grist,  that  he  the  sende  hele  and  might 

Thy  body  for  to  welden  hastily.' 

*  God  wot^'  quod  he, '  therof  nought  feele  I, 
As  help  me  Gnst,  as  I  in  fewe  yeeres 
Have  spendid  upon  many  divers  frerea 
Ful  many  a  pound,  yit  fare  I  never  the  bet; 
Certeyn  my  good  have  I  almost  byset. 
Farwel  my  gold,  for  it  is  almost  ago.* 
The  frere  answerd, '  O  Thomas,  dostow  sot 
What  needith  yow  dyverse  freres  sechet 
What  needith  him  that  hath  a  parfyt  ledie 
To  seohen  othir  leches  in  the  toun? 
Toure  inconstanoe  is  youre  oonfusioun. 
Holde  ye  than  me,  or  elles  oure  covent^ 
To  praye  for  yow  insufficient? 
Thomas^  that  jape  is  not  worth  a  myte; 
Youre  malady  is  for  we  have  to  lite. 
A 1  give  that  oovent  half  a  quarter  otea; 
A!  give  that  covent  four  and  twenty  grotes; 


>  Th«  toty-flftb  Fliftlm  In  the  Volgata  bagiiu  Xnuka/U  cotmmi 
tnd  the  pon  Is  on  the  word  eruetavit.  The  priests  m  said  to  MJ  *  ft* 
•onlM*  beeanse  It  ii  one  of  the  psalmi  in  the  Qgldum  dtfknttimm 

*  Junes  t  s^ 

s  Like  a  lUooa  soaring,  which  she  always  does  beftrs  swoopiaf 
down  npon  her  prey. 

4  0t.  !▼•  was  an  exemplary  priest  of  Laatrigvier,  in  1 
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Al  gi^e  that  frere  a  penj^  and  let  him  go; 
Nay,  xiaj,  Thomas,  it  may  nought  he  aa. 
What  is  a  ferthing  worth  depart  in  tuelvet 
Lo,  ech  thing  that  is  ooned  in  himielve 
Is  more  strong  than  whan  it  is  to-«katri<L 
Thomas,  of  me  thou  schalt  not  ben  y-flatrid, 
Thow  woldist  have  our  labour  al  for  nought. 
The  hihe  Ood,  that  al  this  world  hath  wrought 
Sdith,  that  the  werkman  is  worthy  of  his  hyre/ 
Thomas,  nought  of  your  ti^esor  1  desire 
As  for  myself,  but  for  that  oure  oovent 
To  pray  for  yow  is  ay  so  diligent; 
And  for  to  buylden  Cristes  holy  chirdke. 
Thomas,  if  ye  wil  leme  for  to  wirche^ 
Of  buyldyng  up  on  chirches  may  ye  fyndo 
If  it  be  good,  in  Thomas  lyf  of  Ynde.' 
Ye  lye  her  ful  of  anger  and  of  ire, 
With  which  the  devel  set  your  hert  on  fuyre, 
And  chyden  her  the  holy  innocent 
Your  vryf,  that  is  so  meke  and  paoient. 
And  iherfor  trow  me,  Thomas^  if  thou  list, 
Ne  stiyve  nought  with  thy  wy^  as  for  thi  best. 
And  ber  this  word  away  now  by  thy  faith, 
Toudiinge  such  thing,  lo,  the  wise  man  saith, 
Withinne  thin  ho  us  be  thou  no  lyoun;' 
To  thy  subjects  do  noon  oppressioun; 
Ne  make  thyn  aequeyntis  fro  the  fle. 
And  yit^  Thomas,  ei'tsous  I  charge  the, 

1  Luke  X.  7. 
s  Eedetttsiicftl  UftoiT  Myt  that  the  Apostle  Tliomas  was  tb«  «Tft]i^ 
gellstof  the  Indtei,  and  recommended  himself  to  a  sorercign  of  that 
eoantrjr  by  bia  tkiU  In  building.  This  it  conOrmed  by  the  tradition  . 
praiertvd  among  the  native  Christiana  whom  the  early  European 
settlers  fonnd  in  the  country,  and  who  are  called  the  Christiana  of  St. 
Thomas  to  this  day ;  and  aUo  by  the  extraordinary  similarity  between 
some  of  the  doctrines  and  forms  of  Ilindooism  and  Buddhism  and 
those  of  Christianity,  which  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  the  latter 
Md  at  some  time  been  received  at  least  in  cot^uncUon  with  an  oM 
IdoUtty.  '  Ecdtts.  It.  lo. 
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Be  wai'  for  ire  that  in  thj  bosom  slepith. 
War  for  the  serpent,  that  so  slelj  crepith 
Under  the  gras,  and  styngith  priyelj; 
Be  war,  mj  sone,  and  werk  paciently. 
For  twenty  thonsend  men  han  lost  her  lyres 
For  stryyyng  with  her  lemmans  and  her  wyres. 
Now  syns  ye  han  so  holy  and  meeke  a  wif, 
What  nedith  yow,  Thomas,  to  make  strif  ? 
*    Ther  nys,  I  "^is,  no  serpent  so  crael, 
When  men  trede  on  his  tail,  ne  half  so  fel. 
As  womman  is,  when  sche  hath  caught  an  ire; 
Yengeans  is  thanne  al  that  thay  desire. 
Schortly  may  no  man,  by  rym  and  vers, 
Tellen  her  thoughtes,  thay  ben  so  dyvei's. 
Ire  is  a  sinne,  oon  the  grete  of  sevene,* 
Abhominable  to  the  God  of  hevene, 
And  to  himself  it  is  destmociomL 
This  every  lewed  yicory  or  parsoon' 
Can  say,  how  ire  engendrith  homicide; 
Ire  is  in  soth  execntonr  of  pride. 
I  oouthe  of  ire  seyn  so  moche  sorwe. 
My  tale  schnlde  laste  til  to  morwe. 
Ire  is  the  grate  of  synne,  as  saith  the  wise^* 
To  fle  thei%t>  ech  man  schnld  him  devyse. 
And  therfor  pray  I  God  bothe  day  and  nighty 
An  irons  man  God  send  him  litil  might. 
It  is  greet  harm,  and  also  great  pite^ 
To  set  an  irons  roan  in  high  degre. 

1  One  of  the  greatest  of  th«  leren  dctdly  sfaif. 

>  the  fHtr  ehanoteristtcallf  calls  the  parson  and  Yiear  laed,  that 
is,  unlearned.  The  parson  is  properly  the  paHsh  prkU,  or  rector ;  tbs 
wfatr  a  sabstltate  appointed  by  the  religious  honse  to  whleh  the  grest 
tithes  were  sometimes  granted,  on  condition  that  th^  provided  for  the 
core  of  souls  in  the  parish.  At  the  dissolution  of  the  abbeys,  thefs 
great  tithes  were  gfren,  or  played  away  at  diee,  to  laymen  by  Henry 
VIII.,  and  are  now  still  held  by  laymen,  who,  Uke  the  oldnonaHerics, 
lire  the  small  tithes  to  the  vicar  or  sabstltate. 

9  ThU  apparentiy  ought  to  be  the  ^ate,  meaBlcf  ioedifato,  <f  ii>> 
The  aUoiioB  wtU  be  to  Fror.  jnrlL  14. 
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'  Whilom  ther  was  an  irous  potestatc^ 
As  aeith  Seaek,^  that  duiyng  his  estaat 
TTpon  a  day  out  riden  knightes  tuo; 
And,  as  fortune  wolde  right  as  it  were  so, 
That  oon  of  hem  cam  home^  that  other  nought. 
Anoon  the  knight  bifore  the  juge  is  brought^ 
That  sayde  thus,  Thou  hast  thy  felaw  slayn, 
Por  which  I  deme  the  to  deth  oertayn 
And  to  anothir  knight  comaundid  he, 
Gro,  lede  him  to  the  deth,  I  charge  the. 
And  happedy  as  thay  wente  by  the  weye 
Toward  the  place  ther  he  schulde  deye, 
The  knight  com,  which  men  wend  hadde  be  deed. 
Than  thoughten  thay  it  were  the  beste  reed 
To  lede  hem  bothe  to  the  juge  agayn. 
Thay  sayden,  Lord,  the  knight  hath  not  dayn 
His  felaw;  lo,  heer  he  stont  hool  on  lyre. 
Ye  schal  be  deed,  quod  he,  so  mote  I  thrive! 
That  is  to  sayn,  bothe  con,  tuo,  and  thre. 
And  to  the  firste  knyght  right  thus  spak  he  ; 
I  deme  the,  thou  most  algate  be  deed. 
Than  thoughte  thay  it  were  the  beste  rede, 
To  lede  him  forth  into  a  fair  mede. 
And,  quod  the  juge,  also  thou  most  lese  thin  heed. 
For  thou  art  cause  why  thy  felaw  deyth. 
And  to  the  thiidde  felaw  thus  he  seith ; 
Thou  hast  nought  doon  that  I  comaundid  theb 
And  thus  he  let  don  sle  hem  alle  thra 
Irous  Cambises  was  eek  dronkelewe, 
And  ay  delited  him  to  ben  a  schrewe; 
And  so  bifel,  a  lord  of  his  meigne, 
That  loyed  vertues,  and  eek  moralite, 
Sayd  on  a  day  bitwix  hem  tuo  right  thus^ 
A  lord  is  lost,  if  he  be  vicious; 


>  Tliit  and  the  following  itory  of  Cambgries  an  told  bj  SeneM,  IH 
ih£,Ub.Le.  xtL— T. 
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An  irous  man  is  Ilk  a  frentik  best. 

In  which  ther  is  of  wisdom  noon  arrest; 

And  dionkenes  is  eek  a  foul  record 

Of  any  man,  and  namly  of  a  lord 

Ther  is  fol  many  an  ejghe  and  many  an  eere 

Awaytaud  on  a  lord,  and  he  not  where. 

For  Goddes  love,  drynk  more  attemperelly: 

Wyn  makith  man  to  Icae  wrecchedly 

His  mynde,  and  eek  his  lymes  eyerichoon. 

The  revers  schaltow  seen,  quod  he,  anoon, 

And  proTe  it  by  thin  owne  experience. 

That  wyn  ne  doth  to  folk  non  such  offence. 

Ther  is  no  won  byreveth  me  my  might 

Of  hond,  of  foot,  ne  of  myn  eyghe  sight. 

And  for  despyt  he  dronke  moche  more 

An  hundrid  part  than  he  had  doon  byfore; 

And  right  anoon,  this  irous  cursid  wreoche 

Let  this  knightes  sone  anoon  bifom  him  fecche, 

Comaundyng  hem  thay  schuld  bifom  him  stonde; 

And  sodeinly  he  took  his  bowe  on  honde, 

And  up  the  streng  he  pulled  to  his  eere, 

And  with  an  arwe  he  slough  the  child  right  then. 

Now  whethir  have  I  a  sikur  hond  or  noon^ 

Quod  he.  Is  al  my  mynde  and  might  agoon? 

Hath  wyn  byrevyd  me  myn  eye  sight  ? 

What  schuld  I  telle  the  answer  of  the  knight  1 

His  sone  was  slayn,  ther  is  no  more  to  say. 

Be  war  therfor  with  lordes  how  ye  play, 

Syngith  Placebo,^  and  I  schal  if  I  can. 

But  if  it  be  unto  a  pore  man ; 

To  a  pore  man  men  schuld  his  vices  telle, 

But  not  to  a  lord,  they  he  schuld  go  to  heller 


>  PlaeAo  Domino f  in  frgione  vhontmlB  the  rendering  In  the  Til|(*<* 
of  that  pMBige  which.  In  the  anthoiised  vertion,  ii  trantlated  *1  ^^^ 
walk  belbre  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living.*  It  was  liuniUtr  to 
•▼eiyone  in  Chancer^  time.  a«  it  formed  one  of  the  antiphons  in  tlM 
•Om  ffif  the  dead  i  and  to  nng  photbt  aMau  to  be  humble  and  coo* 
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LiOy  fatms  CSiTtt*  thflke  PercMB, 
Sow  he  destniyed  the  ryrer  of  Ojnwoi, 
I*or  that  an  hora  of  his  was  dreynt  theriuM^ 
IbVhan  that  he  wente  Babiloyne  to  wynne: 
fie  made  that  the  lyver  was  so  snial, 
That  wonuneti  mighte  wade  it  over  aL 
Lo,  what  sajde  he,  that  so  wel  tedie  cant* 
Ne  be  no  felaw  to  an  iroos  man, 
Ne  with  no  wood  man  walke  by  the  way. 
Lest  the  repent.    I  wel  no  lenger  say. 
NoWy  Thomas,  leve  brother,  leve  thin  ire, 
Thow  schalt  me  fynde  as  just  as  is  a  squire; 
Thyn  anger  doth  the  al  to  sore  smerte, 
HflJd  not  the  develes  knyf  ay  at  thyn  herte;^* 
But  schewe  to  me  al  thy  oonfesaioun.* 

*  Nay/  quod  this  syke  man,  'by  seynt  Symooii, 
I  have  ben  schriven  this  day  of  my  onrate:^ 

I  have  him  told  holly  al  mjni  estate. 
Nedith  no  more  to  spekcn  of  it,  saith  he, 
But  if  me  list  of  myn  humilite.* 

*  Gif  me  than  of  thy  good  to  make  our  doyster,* 
Quod  he, '  for  many  a  muscle  and  many  an  oyster 
Hath  ben  oure  foode,  our  cloyster  to  arreyse, 
Whan  other  men  ban  ben  ful  wel  at  eyse; 

And  yit^  God  wot,  unnethe  the  foundement 
Parfoimed  ia,  ne  of  oure  pavyment 
Is  nought  a  tyle*  yit  withinne  our  wones; 
By  God,  we  owe  yit  foui*ty  pound  for  stones. 

>  Thli  ttory  of  Cynu  it  told  in  Sencea,  and  Herodotnt,  lib.  1. 1  but 
tho  river  is  ealled  Gynd«.  It  is  probably  that  mentioned  in  Gen.iL  13. 

s  ProT.  xxii.  24. 

s  Tliit  is  Tory  exprtssire  of  the  torment  of  anger,  and  recaHs  Swift*s 
epitaph—*  Cbi  sera  indignatio  ulterius  cor  lacerart  ncquit.*  Hurl.  1I&, 

*  I  hare  to-day  been  confessed  by  my  parish  priest;— «ii  auioanoo- 
Dient  especially  displeasing  to  the  friar. 

*  Chnrches  and  public  buildings  were  usually  floored  with  tiles  of 
Tarious  colours  and  patterns,  in  the  arrangement  of  which  exquisite 
taste  was  displayed.  At  the  introduction  of  the  rage  for  pteudO'CUuMlO 
trt,  these  were  replaced  by  dingy  stone. 


380  THE  CANTERBURY  TALES. 

Ifov  help,  Tliomas,  for  him  that  harewed  helk^ 
Or  elles  moote  we  oure  bookes  aelle; 
And  gif  yow  lakke  oure  predicacioan, 
Thanne  goth  the  world  ai  to  destruccioun. 
For  who  80  wold  us  fix)  the  world  byreve, 
So  God  me  save,  Thomas,  bj  youre  leve, 
He  wolde  hjreye  out  of  this  world  the  sonua 
For  who  can  teche  and  werken  as  we  connet 
And  this  is  not  of  litel  tyme,*  quod  he, 

*  But  siththen  Elye  was  her,  or  Elisee,^ 
Han  freres  ben,  fynde  I  of  record. 

In  charite^  i-thanked  be  oure  Lord. 
Now,  Thomas,  help  for  saynte  Charite.* 
Adoun  he  sette  him  anoon  on  his  kne. 

This  sike  man  wex  welneigh  wood  for  ire^ 
He  wolde  that  the  frere  had  ben  on  fiiyre 
With  his  &l8  dissimulacioun. 

*  Such  thing  as  is  in  my  possessioun,* 

Quod  he,  *  that  may  I  geve  yow  and  noon  other; 
Te  sayn  me  thus,  how  that  I  am  your  brother/ 

*  Ye  certes,'  quod  the  frere,  *  trusteth  wel; 
I  took  our  dame  the  letter,'  under  our  seU 

'  Now  wel,*  quod  he, '  and  somewhat  schal  I  give 
Unto  your  holy  convent  whils  that  I  lyve; 
And  in  thyn  bond  thou  schalt  it  have  anoon. 
On  this  oondicioun,  and  other  noon. 
That  thou  depart  it  so,  my  deere  brother. 
That  every  fi«re  have  as  moche  as  other. 
This  schaltow  swere  on  thy  profcssioun, 
Withouten  frande  or  cavillacioun.' 

*  I  swere  it,'  quod  this  frere,  *  upon  mj  faith.* 
And  therwith  his  bond  in  his  he  laith; 

I  The  Hatl.  HS^  for  EU»ee,  reads  EU,  The  Man  elafanad  Elfjah  lod 
Eliflha, who, it  appean  (i  Kings zvU), weretapported  oa the  volnn- 
tary  prindple,  as  examples  of  their  mode  of  lli^ 

*  Thus  Jaeke  Upland  asks  the  ftiar,  *  Why  aske  je  do  letters  of 
bretherhead  of  other  men's  praiers,  as  ye  desire  that  other  men  aske 
letters  of  you 7*  And  again,  *  Why  be  ye  so  bardie  to  grant  by  fetten 
•/yWrfemlN's  to  men  and  women,  that  they  ahall  havt  part  and  wntM 
of  all  your  goode  deedsr 
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*Lo  hen  myn  hond,  in  me  sebal  be  no  lak.* 
'Now  thazine,  put  thyn  hond  douh  at  my  bak,* 
Bayde  this  mun,  *  and  grope  wel  bjhjnde^ 
Bjnethe  my  buttok,  there  schaltow  fynda 
A  thing,  tkvt  I  have  hud  in  privete.* 
<  A  !*  thought  this  frere, '  that  schal  go  with  ait.* 
And  doun  his  hond  he  launcheth  to  the  cUfte, 
In  hope  for  to  fynde  ther  a  gifte. 

And  whan  this  syke  man  felte  this  fren 
Abonte  his  tuel  grope  ther  and  heere, 
Amyd  his  hond  he  leet  the  freere  a  &rt; 
Ther  is  no  capul  drawyng  in  a  oart» 
That  might  have  let  a  fiart  of  such  a  soun. 
The  frere  upstart,  as  doth  a  wood  lyoun : 
'A!  false  cherl/  quod  he,  *  for  Godden  bones  1 
This  hastow  in  de^pit  don  for  the  noones; 
Thou  schalt  abye  this  fart,  if  that  I  may/ 

His  meyne,  which  that  lierd  of  this  affinay. 
Com  lepand  in,  and  chased  out  the  frere. 
And  forth  he  goth  with  a  foul  angry  cheers^ 
And  fat  his  felaw,  there  lay  his  stoor; 
He  lokid  as  it  wei*e  a  wylde  boor. 
And  grynte  with  his  teeth,  so  was  he  wroth. 
A  stordy  paas  doun  to  the  court  ^  he  goth, 
Wher  as  ther  wonyd  a  man  of  gi*et  honour. 
To  whom  that  he  was  alway  confessour; 
This  worthy  man  was  lord  of  that  Tillage^ 
This  frere  com,  as  he  were  in  a  rage, 
Wher  that  this  lord  sat  etyng  at  his  bord : 
TJnnethe  might  the  frere  speke  a  word, 
Til  atte  last  he  sayde,  *  God  yow  se!*' 
This  lord  gan  loke,  and  sayde,  Benedieikf 


>  The  reildence  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  was  sometimes  ealled  *  the 
•onrt,*  from  the  manorial  and  other  courts  held  there;  Just  as  the  resl* 
dence  of  tlie  sovereign  for  tlie  time  bein?  is  called  the  court,  because 
formerly  the  eonrts  of  law  always  followed  the  king's  person. 

*  A  laconic  form  of  salutation,  characteristic  of  aa  angry  i 
maaninf ,  May  God  look  upon  yoo. 
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Wliat^  frere  Johan  I  what  maner  world  ib  this! 
I  se  wel  that  aom  thing  is  amys; 
Ye  loke  as  though  the  woode  were  fbl  of  thevya 
Sit  doun  anoon,  and  tel  me  what  your  gref  ia, 
And  it  schal  ben  amendit,  if  that  I  may.' 
*  I  have,*  quod  he,  *  had  a  despit  to  day, 
God  yelde  yow,  adoon  in  youre  viUigey 
That  in  this  world  is  noon  so  pore  a  page^ 
That  he  nold  have  abhominacioun 
Of  that  I  have  receyved  in  youre  toun; 
And  yet  ne  grevith  me  no  thing  so  sore. 
As  that  this  elde  cherl,  with  lokkes  hore^ 
Blasphemed  hath  our  holy  covent  eeke.' 

*  Now,  maister/  quod  this  lord, '  I  yow  biaeke.* 

*  No  maister,  sir/  quod  he,  *  but  servitour, 
Though  I  have  had  in  scole  such  honour/ 
Qod  Ukith  not  that  Baby  men  us  calle, 
Neither  in  market,  neyther  in  your  lai^  halle.* 
'No  fora,'  quod  he,  '  tellith  me  al  your  gree£' 
This  frere  sayd, '  Sire,  an  odious  meftchief 
This  day  bytid  is  to  myn  oixlre  and  me, 

And  so  par  eonaequmu  to  ech  degre 
Of  holy  chirche,  God  amend  it  soone  1* 

*  Sir,*  quod  the  lord,  '  ye  wot  what  is  to  doone; 
Distempre  yow  nought,  ye  ben  my  confessour, 
Ye  ben  the  salt  of  therthe,  and  aavyour  :* 

For  Goddes  love,  youre  pacienoe  ye  holde; 
Tel  me  your  greef.'     And  he  anoon  him  tolda 
As  ye  han  h^  bifore,  ye  wot  wel  what 

The  lady  of  that  hous  ay  stille  sat, 
Til  sohe  had  herd  what  the  frere  aayda 
'  £y,  Goddes  moodir i'  quod  she, '  bUsful  maydel 


>  The  friar  dliclaimt  tha  tiUe  of  Haiafeer,  aa  betag  IbriiMdtf 
(Matt.  zUi),  though  he  taja  he  la  entitled  to  it  by  Tirtae  of  lit  degre* 
•f  ICAii  in  the  aehoola.  Thia  la  an  admirable  picture  of  an  vaftj 
man ;  nothing  pleaaaa  him,  not  aren  the  eonrteay  m  hia  pntm  th« 
gMntnaa.  sifatt.T.  ij. 
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le  ther  (mght  ellesT  iel  me  faithfiiDj.* 

'  Madame,'  quod  be, '  liow  thynke  jaw  thethrt* 

*  How  that  me  thynkith?'  quod  sche;  'so  God  me 

speedel 
J  say,  a  cherl  hath  doon  a  cherles  deede. 
VHiat  Bchuld  I  sayf  God  let  him  neyer  thel 
His  syke  heed  ie  full  of  vaDytei 
I  hold  him  in  a  maner  freneeye.* 

*  Madame,*  quod  he, '  I  wis  I  acbal  not  lye^ 
Bat  I  in  othir  wise  may  be  wreke^ 

I  flchal  defame  him  over  al  wher  I  speke; 
The  fsdse  blasfememour,  that  ehargid  me 
To  parten  that  wil  not  departed  be. 
To  every  man  y-liche,  with  meschauncei* 

The  lord  sat  stille,  as  he  were  in  a  traiuioa> 
And  in  his  hert  he  roliid  up  and  doon, 

*  How  had  this  cherl  ymaginadoun 

To  schewe  such  a  probleme  to  the  freret 
Never  erst'  er  now  Iici-d  I  of  such  matiere; 
I  trowe  the  devel  put  it  in  his  mynde. 
In  arsmetrik  schal  ther  no  man  fynde 
Bifom  this  day  of  such  a  queatioun. 
Who  schulde  make  a  demonstracioun, 
That  every  man  schuld  have  alyk  his  pari 
As  of  a  soun  or  savour  of  a  fart? 
O  nyce  proude  cherl,  I  schrew  his  face  1 
Lo,  sires,*  quod  the  lord,  with  harde  graee^  ' 

*  Who  ever  heixle  of  such  a  thing  er  nowt 
To  every  man  y-like?  tel  me  how. 

It  is  impossible,  it  may  not  be. 

Ey,  nyce  cherl,  God  let  him  never  the  I 

The  romblyng  of  a  fart,  and  every  aouii^ 

Nis  but  of  aier  reverberadoun. 

And  ever  it  wastitli  lyte  and  lyte  away; 

Iher  nys  no  man  can  deme,  by  my  fay^ 

1  HarLMfl.^ 
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If  that  it  were  departed  equallj. 

What,  lo,  my  cherl,*  what,  lo,  how  schi'ewedlj 

Unto  my  confessour  to  day  he  spaki 

I  hold  him  certeinly  demoniak. 

Now  etith  your  mete,  and  let  the  cherl  go  play, 

Let  him  go  honge  himself  on  devel  way ! ' 

Now  stood  the  lordes  squier  at  the  bord. 
That  caif  his  mete,'  and  herde  word  by  woi-d 
Of  al  this  thing,  which  that  I  of  have  sayd. 

*  My  lord,'  quod  he,  *  be  ye  nought  evel  payd, 
I  oouthe  telle  for  a  gowne-cloth 

To  yow,  sir  frere,  so  that  ye  be  not  wroth, 
How  that  this  fart  even  departed  schuld  be 
Among  your  covcnt,  if  I  comaunded  be.* 
*TeV  quod  the  lord,  '  and  thou  schalt  have  anoon 
A  goune-cloth,  by  God,  and*  by  Seint  Johan!* 

*  My  lord/  quod  he,  '  whan  that  the  wedir  b  fair, 
Withoute  wynd,  or  pertourbyng  of  ayr, 

Let  bring  a  large  whel  into  this  halle. 
But  loke  that  it  have  his  spokes  alle ; 
Twelf  spokes  hath  a  cart  whel  comunly; 
And  bring  me  twelve  freres,  wit  ye  why! 
For  threttene*  is  a  covent  as  I  gesse ; 
Your  noble  confessour,  her  Grod  him  blesse, 

1  TUi  noblemui  apeaks  of  the  ehnri  m  my  ehwl,  thtt  Is,  mj  terf  of 
villain,  pn  tha  extinetkMi  of  slavery,  which  thus  appears  to  btfc 
been  In  Ibree  In  Chaucer's  time,  Ld.  Macaulajr  remarks  >— *  The  bene- 
volent spirit  of  the  Christian  morality  is  undoobtedly  advene  to  dli- 
tincttons  of  caste.  But  to  the  Church  of  Bome  such  distinetlans  are 
peottUarly  odious,  &c.'  To  the  influence,  therefore,  of  the  theology  of 
the  eharch  of  the  middle  ages,  he  ascribes  Its  Imperceptible  disuse. 
He  adds .- — *  Some  faint  traces  of  the  institution  of  villanage  weredetected 
by  the  curious  so  late  as  the  days  of  the  Stuarts ;  nor  has  that  Insti- 
tntlon  ever,  to  this  boor,  been  abolished  by  sUtnte.'—i7»rt.  Si^f^tnL  U 
p.aa. 

•  It  appears  that  the  elegant  tad  ratianal  pncttea  latterly  Intro* 
daoed^of  having  thn.dishes  canred  by  an  attendant.  Is  a  ntnn^trthst 
nCpur  ancestors. 

«  '^nd  is  omitted  In  the  Harl.  US.,  but  It  Is  here-wip|ilied  ftm 
Trr*!'^*^  **  maaife«tly  required  by  the  sense  and  metre. 

^  Mr.  Wright  quotes  fW>m  Thorn  to  show  that  a  convent  of  monki^ 
with  tbdr  superior,  properly  consisted  of  thirteen,  In  Imitation  el 
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Bchal  parfoum  up  the  nombre  of  this  eovent. 

Thaime  Bchal  thay  knele  doua  hy  oon  aManti 

And  to  every  spokes  ende  in  this  nuaiere 

Ful  sadly  lay  his  nose  schal  a  firere; 

Your  noble  confessoor  ther,  Qod  him  aavs^ 

Schal  hold  his  nose  upright  under  the  nare. 

Than  schal  this  churl,  vith  bely  stif  and  tougjbl 

As  eny  tabor,  hider  ben  y-brought; 

And  sette  him  on  the  whele  of  this  oari 

Upon  the  nave,  and  make  him  lete  a  fart^ 

And  ye  sohul  seen,  up  peril  of  my  lif^ 

Bj  verray  proef  that  is  demonstratif, 

That  equally  the  soun  of  it  vol  wende, 

And  ecJc  the  stynk,  unto  the  spokes  ende; 

Have  that  this  worthy  man,  your  confessonr, 

(Bycause  he  is  a  man  of  gret  honour) 

Schal  have  the  fixste  fhiyt,  as  resoun  is. 

The  noble  usage  of  freres  is  this, 

The  worthy  men  of  hem  first  schal  be  served. 

And  certeynly  he  hath  it  wel  deserved; 

He  hath  to  day  taught  us  so  mochil  good. 

With  preching  in  the  pulpit  ther  he  stood. 

That  I  may  vouchesaiii',  I  say  for  me, 

He  hadde  the  firste  smel  of  fartes  thre; 

And  so  wold  al  his  covent  hardily. 

He  berith  him  so  £iiir  and  holily.' 

The  lord,  the  lady,  and  ech  man,  sanf  the  frer% 

Sayde  that  Jankyn  spak  in  this  maticre 

As  wel  as  Euclido,  or  elles  Phtolome. 

Touchand  the  cherl,  thay  sayd  that  snbtilte 

And  high  wyt  made  him  speken  as  he  spak; 

He  nas  no  fool,  ne  no  demoniak. 

And  Jankyn  hath  i-wonne  a  new  goune;    ^    . 

My  tale  is  don,  we  ben  almost  at  toune.     (Jf\'^'  ;^ ',  ^  /  -^ . 

■        •  •  •  '   '     / 

Christ  and  th«  tweWe  aportlcs.  Aimo  Domini  m.c^Ii^i.,  iste  Rn|to 
repftrarlt  amiqaom  namcrum  roonachorum  itrtiut  monasterii,  vt  erattt 
Is.  BonacM  proftMl  pncter  abbat4^m,  boe  est,  quinque  oottvfntHM  I* 
univeno-^/kcem  Scf^fitoref ,  ooL,  1807. 
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THB  CLERK  OF  OXENFORDES  PROLOGS. 

*  CIB  Clerk  of  Ozenford,*  our  hoste  sajde, 

^  '  Te  xyde  as  Btille  and  coy  as  doth  a  majd«b 
Were  newe  spoused,  sitting  at  the  bord/ 
This  day  ne  herd  I  of  jour  mouth  a  wonL 
I  trowe  ye  study  aboute  som  sophime; 
But  Salomon  saith,  every  thing  hath  tyme.* 
For  Gk>ddis  sake !  as  beth  of  better  cheere. 
It  is  no  tyme  for  to  stody  hiere.    .  '    .   .  ; 
Tel  us  som  mery  tale,  by  your  fiiy ; 
For  what  man  is  entred  unto  play, 
He  moot  nedes  unto  that  play  assents 
But  prechith  not^  as  freres  doon  in  Lent^ 
To  inake  us  for  our  olde  synnes  wepe, 
Ne  that  thy  tale  make  us  for  to  slepe. 
Tel  us  som  mery  thing  of  aventurea 
Toure  termes^  your  colours^  and  your  figure^ 
Keep  hem  in  stoor,  til  so  be  that  ye  endite 
High  style,  as  vhan  that  men  to  kynges  viiia 
Spekith  so  playn  at  this  tyme,  I  yow  pray. 
That  ve  may  understonde  what  ye  say.* 

This  wortJiy  Clerk  benignely  answwle; 
'  Sir  host,'  quod  he, '  I  am  under  your  yeidie^' 
Te  have  of  us  as  now  the  goTemannce^ 
And  therfor  wol  I  do  yow  obeissaimoe^ 
Als  fer  as  resoun  askith  hardily. 
I  wil  yow  telle  a  tale,  which  that  I 
Lemed  at  Fadowe  of  a  worthy  clerk, 
As  proved  by  his  wordes  and  his  werk. 
He  is  now  deed,  and  nayled  in  his  chesti 
Now  God  give  his  soule  wel  good  rest! 


1  TyrwliittiCBUvlathtttlibliii«iautzMn|iloortlmt< 
•QouBoa  to  aU  writen  of  Um  a^ e,  wbieh  omiU  the  HUMn  | 
•  Eodet-UL  I. 
»  a^fir^iA  liii,andtr  joor  rod,*  oowBta  ti^rMiioa  to  taii« 

IktftatoofpapiUafe. 
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Fraunoes  PetrarV  the  laareat  poete, 

Uighte  this  clerk,  whos  rethoriqae  sweto 

'Emumjnd  al  Ytail  of  poetries 

An  Lmiui'  did  of  philosophies . 

Or  lawne^  or  other  art  partieudere ; 

But  deth,  that  wol  not  suffre  us  dudlen  heen^ 

But  as  it  were  a  twyncling  of  an  ye. 

Hem  bothe  hath  slayn,  and  alio  we  sehnl  dyew 

But  forth  to  telle  of  this  worthy  man. 

That  taughte  me  this  tale,  as  I  bigan, 

I  say  that  he  first  with  heigh  stile  enditith 

(£r  he  the  body  of  hb  tale  writith^ 

A  proheme,  jn  the  which  descrivith  he 

Piemounde,  and  of  Saluces  the  contre, 

And  spekith  of  Appenyne  the  huUes  hye^ 

That  ben  the  boundes  of  al  west  Lombardya; 

And  of  moimt  Ycsulus  in  special, 

Wher  as  the  Poo  out  of  a  welle  smal 

Takith  his  firste  springyng  and  his  stmn, 

That  est-ward  ay  encrcsccth  in  his  cours 

To  Emyl-ward,*  to  Ferare,  and  to  Yenisei 

To  which  a  long  thing  were  to  devyse. 

And  trewely,  as  to  my  jiiggement, 

Me  thinketh  it  a  thing  inijiertinent) 

Save  that  he  wold  conveyen  his  matiere; 

But  this  is  the  tale  which  that  ye  schuln  hoere.* 


I  Sm  «nU,  p.  f  I,  ct  fcg.  Even  If  the  reader  should  not  be  disposed 
to  tliink  that  Cbaneer  meant  to  rcprexent  himself.  In  the  person  of 
the  clerk,  as  having  learned  this  tale  from  the  mouth  of  Petrarch,  al 
Fadoa,  yet  it  most  be  conceded  that  this  pa^t^nge  looks  like  an  acknow- 
ledgment, on  the  part  of  Chaucer  hiin!>eir,  of  the  obligations  under 
which  he  lay  to  Petrarch,  gracefully  introduced  in  the  words  of  the 
olerk.  One  cannot  conceive  what  object  the  poet  eoold  have  had  in 
the  passage  except  to  commemorate  a  real  interview. 

'  Joannes  of  Lignano,  near  Milan,  a  canonist  and  natural  phi- 
losopher, who  flourished  abont  i37tf*  mentioned  by  PanseroUus,  De  CL 
L«g.  Inierpra.,hb.  l'±  c.  xxv. 

*  Petrarch  speaks  of  the  Po  as  dividing  the  .fhnilian  (faenoa  Chaiosg^ 
Xi^yl-waid)  and  FUminian  ngioas  ikon  Venioa. 
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THE    CLEBKES    TALE 

[That  the  original  of  this  story  was  older  tlian  Boeoaoeio'« 
novel  admits  of  no  doubt  Petrarch  was  acquainted  with  it 
many  years  before  it  was  related  by  Boccaccio,  whom  he  had 
himself,  probably,  supplied  with  the  chief  incidents.  But, 
while  we  hare  many  subsequent  forms  of  it,  the  novel  in  the 
Decameron  is  the  earliest  now  known  to  exist.  -  The  French 
are  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  first  introduced  it  to  the 
stage,  a  play  on  the  subject  having  been  produced  at  Pwis  in 
1393,  about  nineteen  years  afler  Petrarch's  death.  Dramas 
were  afterwards  founded  upon  it  in  Italy,  Germany,  and 
England.  Chau(»r*s  tale  is  the  earliest  narrative  in  oar 
language  of  the  woes  and  virtues  of  Patient  GrUeell,  since 
rendered  familiar  to  the  English  reader  by  the  prominent  place 
it  occupies  in  our  ballad  literature.  Few  stories  enjoy  so  wide 
a  popularity.  The  incredible  resignation  of  the  heroine  may 
be  said  to  have  passed  into  a  proverb. 

Although  Chaucer  was  indebted  to  Petrarch  for  his  mate- 
rials,  the  story  acquires  originality  in  his  hands  from  the 
sweetness  and  tenderness  of  expression  he  has  infused  into 
the  relation.  Charles  James  Fox,  who  had  never  seen 
Petrarch's  version^  describes  with  accuracy  the  character  of 
this  poem  when  he  observes,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Lord 
HoUimd,  that  it  closely  resembles  the  manner  of  Arioato.] 

THEB  is  at  the  west  ende  of  Ytaile, 
Doun  at  the  root  of  Vesulos  the  colde^ 
A  lusty  playn,  abundauut  of  ritaile, 
Wher  many  a  tour  and  toun  thou  maist  byhold% 
That  founcUd  were  in  tyme  of  fadres  oldeu 
And  many  anothir  delitable  sight, 
And  Saluoes  this  noble  contray  hight 

A  maxquys  whilom  dnellid  in  that  loud, 
As  were  his  worthy  eldris  him  bifore, 
And  obeisaunt  ay  redy  to  his  hond. 
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Were  alle  his  liegi%  bothe  lesse  and  mora 
Thus  in  delyt  he  ly  veth  uud  hath  don  yoro^ 
Biloved  and  drad,  thurgh  favour  of  fortune^ 
Bothe  of  his  lordes  and  of  his  oomnnei 

Therwith  he  was,  as  to  speke  of  lynage, 
Tue  gentileste  bom  of  Lumbardye, 
A  fair  persone,  and  strong,  and  yong  of  ug^ 
And  ful  of  honour  and  of  curcesie; 
Discret  y-nough  his  contra  for  to  gye, 
Savynge  in  som  thing  he  was  to  blame; 
And  Wautier  was  this  yonge  lordes  name. 

I  blame  him  thus,  that  he  considered  nought 
In  tyme  comyng  what  mighte  bityde^ 
But  on  his  lust  present  was  al  his  though^ 
As  for  to  hauke  and  hunte  oa  every  syde; 
Wei  neigh  al  otliir  cures  let  he  slyde, 
And  eek  he  nolde  (that  was  the  worst  of  al) 
Wedde  no  wyf  for  no  thing  that  might  bifaL 

Only  that  poynt  his  poeple  bar  so  sore^ 
That  flokmel  on  a  day  to  him  thay  weut^ 
And  oon  of  hem,  that  wisest  was  of  lore, 
(Or  elles  that  the  lord  wolde  best  assent 
That  he  schuld  telle  him  what  his  poeple  ment^ 
Or  ellis  couthe  he  schewe  wel  such  matiere) 
He  to  the  marquys  sayd  as  ye  schuln  hiere. 

•  0  noble  marquys,  youre  humanite 
Assureth  us  and  givcth  us  hardyuesse^ 
As  ofte  as  tyme  is  of  necessite, 
That  we  to  yow  may  telle  oure  hev3nies8e; 
Acceptith,  lord,  now  of  your  geutilesse,^ 
That  we  with  pitous  hert  unto  yow  playne. 
And  let  your  eeris  my  vois  not  disdeyne. 

'  And  have  I  nought  to  doon  in  this  matere 
]^Iore  than  another  man  hath  in  this  plaoe^ 
Yit  for  as  moche  as  ye,  my  lord  so  deere, 


I  Hftri.  Va ,  neecviUe;  a  fltti*  npetiUaa  of  tbe  la«t  word  cf  tU 
pr«eediBf  line  but  on*. 
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Han  alway  scbewed  me  favour  and  grac€^ 
I  dar  the  better  ask  of  jow  a  sjiaoe 
Of  audience,  to  schewen  oure  request,^ 
And  ye^  my  lord,  to  doon  right  as  jow  lest 

*  For  certes,  lord,  so  wel  us  likith  yow 
And  al  your  werk,  and  ever  han  doon,  that  we 
Ne  couthen  not  ourselve  devysen  how 

We  mighte  lyve  more  in  felicite ; 

Save  oon  thing,  lord,  if  that  your  wille  be, 

That  for  to  be  a  weddid  man  yow  list, 

Than  were  your  pepel  in  sovereign  hertes  re^t, 

'  Bowith  your  neck  undir  that  blisful  yok 
Of  Bovereignete,  nought  of  servise, 
Which  that  men  clepe  spousail  or  wedlok; 
And  thenketh,  lord,  among  your  thoughtes  wino, 
How  that  our  dayes  passe  in  sondry  wyse; 
For  though  we  slepe,  or  >vake,  or  rome,  or  ryde, 
Ay  fleth  the  tyme,  it  wil  no  man  abyde. 

*  And  though  your  grene  youthe  floure  as  yit^ 
In  orepith  age  alway  as  stille  as  stoon, 

And  deth  manasith  every  age,  and  smyt 
In  ech  estat,  for  ther  ascapith  noon. 
And  as  oerteyn,  as  we  knowe  everychon 
That  we  schuln  deye,  as  uncerteyn  we  alle 
Ben  of  that  day  that  deth  schal  on  us  £eiI16u 

*  Acceptith  thanne  of  us  the  trewe  entente 
That  never  yit  refusid  youre  best, 

And  we  wil,  lord,  if  that  ye  wil  assent, 
Cbese  yow  a  wyf,  in  schort  tyme  atte  lest, 
Bom  of  the  gentilest  and  the  beighest 
Of  al  this  lond,  so  that  it  oughte  seme 
Honour  to  God  and  yow,  as  we  can  demOi 

'  Deliver  us  out  of  al  this  busy  drede 
And  tak  a  wyf,  for  hihe  Goddes  sake. 
For  if  it  80  bifel,  as  God  forbede, 
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TliAt  ihm^li  your  detb  jour  ligDftge  Bclrald  aalAk^ 
And  that  a  itraange  Baccessour  BchuM  taice 
Your  heritage,  0 1  wo  were  us  on  ly  ve  1 
Wlierfor  we  pray  yow  hastily  to  wyre.* 

Her  meeke  prayer  and  her  pitons  ohera 
Hade  the  marquys  to  han  pite. 
'  Ye  wolde,*  quod  he,  *  myn  owne  poeple  deerc^ 
To  thai  I  never  erst  thought  oonstreigne  map 
I  me  rejoysid  of  my  liberte, 
That  selden  tyme  is  founde  in  manage; 
Ther  I  was  fire,  I  mot  ben  in  aervage. 

*  But  natheles  I  se  youre  trewe^  entente 
And  trust  upon  your  witt>  and  have  doon  ay; 
Wherfor  of  my  fre  wil  I  wil  assent 

To  wedde  me,  as  soon  as  ever  I  may. 

But  ther  as  ye  have  profred  me  to  day 

To  ehese  me  a  wyf,  I  wol  releae 

That  choys,  and  pray  yow  of  that  profre  oeasa 

*  For  God  it  woot,  that  ehilder  ofte  been 
TJnlik  her  worthy  eldris  hem  bifore; 

Bounte  oometh  al  of  God,  nought  of  the  streen* 
Of  which  thay  ben  engendrid  and  i-bore. 
I  trust  in  Goddes  bounte,  and  iherfore 
My  mariage,  and  myn  estat  and  rest, 
I  him  bytake,  he  may  doon  as  him  lesL 

*  Let  me  aloon  in  chesyng  of  my  wi^ 
That  charge  upon  my  bak  I  wil  endure. 
But  I  yow  pray,  and  charge  upon  your  lyf^ 
That  what  wyf  that  I  take,  ye  me  assure 
To  worschip  whil  that  hir  lif  may  endure. 

In  word  and  werk,  bothe  heer  and  eveiy  where, 
As  sche  an  emperoures  doughter  were. 

'  A  nd  forthermor  thus  schul  ye  swer,  that  ye 
Ageins  my  chois  schuln  never  gnioche  ne  stryve. 

1  Harl.  MS.,  m  qfyou  thetrewe. 
s  ViftM  eomcft  fW>ra  God,  and  not  from  tbe  ttreen,  or  ftrain  Onoti 
which  men  are  deaecnded. 
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For  dns  I  sclial  forgo  my  liberie 
At  your  request,  as  ever  mot  I  thriye, 
Ther  as  mjn  hert  is  set>  ther  wil  I  wy^«L 
And  but  ye  wil  asseat  in  such  manero, 
I  pray  yow  spek  no  more  of  this  matiere.* 

With  hertly  wil  thay  sworen  and  assentyik 
To  al  this  thing,  ther  sayde  no  wight  nay, 
Bysechyng  him  of  grace,  er  that  thay  wentyn» 
That  he  wold  graunten  hem  a  certeyn  day 
Of  his  spousail,  as  soone  as  ever  he  may; 
For  yit  alway  the  peple  som  what  dredde 
Lest  that  the  marquys  wolde  no  wyf  weddei' 

He  graunted  hem  a  day,  such  as  him  lest^ 
On  which  be  wolde  be  weddid  sicurly ; 
And  sayd  he  dede  al  this  at  her  requests. 
And  thay  with  humble  hert  ful  bnxomly, 
Knelyng  upon  her  knees  ful  reverently. 
Him  thanken  alle,  and  thus  thay  have  an  ende 
Of  her  entent,  and  bom  agein  they  wende. 

And  herupon  he  to  his  officeris 
Comaundith  for  the  feste  to  purveye. 
And  to  his  prive  knightes  and  squyeres 
Such  charge  gaf  as  him  list  on  hem  leya: 
And  thay  to  his  comaundement  obeye^ 
And  eoh  of  hem  doth  his  diligence 
To  doou  unto  the  feste  reverence. 

TAMB  SECUVDA. 

NOUGHT  fer  fro  thilke  palys  honm-abH 
Wher  as  this  marquys  schop  his  manage^ 
Ther  stood  a  throp,  of  sighte  delitable, 
In  which  that  pore  folk  of  that  vilage 
Hadden  her  bestes  and  her  herburgage^ 
And  after  her  labour  took  her  sustienaunce^ 
After  the  erthe  gaf  hem  abundaunce. 

Among  this  pore  folk  there  duelt  a  man. 
Which  that  was  holden  porest  of  hem  alle; 
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But  heighe  Qod  som  tyme  sende  can 
His  grace  mito  a  litd  oxe  stalle. 
Janicula  men  of  that  throop  him  calla 
A  doughter  had  he,  fair  y-nongh  to  sights 
And  Grisildes  this  jonge  mayden^  hight 

But  for  to  speke  of  hir  yertuous  b^ute. 
Than  was  ache  oon  the  fayrest  under  sonne; 
For  porely  i-fostered  up  was  sehe^ 
No  lioorous  lust  was  in  hir  body  ronne; 
Wei  ofter  of  the  welle  than  of  the  tonne 
Sche  dronk,  and  for  sche  wolde  T«rtn  please^ 
8ohe  knew  wel  labour,  but  noon  ydel  ease. 

But  though  this  mayden  tender  were  of  age^ 
Yet  in  the  brest  of  her  virginite 
Ther  was  enclosed  rype  and  sad  oonrage;' 
And  in  gret  reverence  and  charite 
Hir  olde  pore  Dsuier  fostered  sche; 
A  fewe  scheep  spynnyng  on  the  fold  sche  kept^ 
Sche  nolde*  not  ben  ydel  til  sche  slept 

And  whan  sche  com  hom  sche  wolde  brynge 
Wortis  and  other  herbis  t3rmes  ofte^ 
The  which  sche  schred  and  seth  for  her  lyvyng,* 
And  made  hir  bed  ful  hard,  and  no  thing  sofbe. 
And  ay  sche  kept  hir  fadres  lif  on  lofte,* 
With  every  obeissance  and  diligence, 
That  child  may  do  to  fadres  reverence. 

Upon  Grisildes,  the  pore  creature^ 
Ful  ofte  sithes  this  marquys  set  his  ye^ 
As  he  on  huntyug  rood  peraventiuvu 
And  whaji  it  fel  he  mighte  hir  espye. 
He  not  with  wantoun  lokyng  of  iolye 

1  Tlvi,^S.,  daughter. 
*  A  mature  and  ferious  dispodtJoa. 
>  Xdde  is  iMK  sabstituted  for  noUl^ihe  reading  of  the  Harl.  MS..  M 
being  more  ooneet  grammatically,  and  supplying  a  syllable  required 
by  the  metre.    Thus  in  the  next  line  tcolde  ooeut  in  the  very  same 
construction. 
<•  Which  she  sliced  and  boiled,  or  seethed  for  her  food. 
•  She  kcfkl  her  father't  life  from  sinking,  that  is,  supported  him. 
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His  eyghen  cast  upon  hir,  bat  in  sad  iryse 
Upon  hir- cheer  he  wold  him  oft  avise, 

Comendyng  in  his  hert  hir  wommanhedc^ 
And  eek  hir  yerta,  passyng  other^  wight 
Of  so  jong  age,  as  wei  in  dieer  as  dede. 
For  though  the  poeple  have  no  gret  insight 
In  Terto,  he  considereth  aright 
Hir  bounte,  and  desposed  that  he  wolde 
Wedde  hir  oonly,  if  ever  he  wedde  scholde. 

The  day  of  weddjng  cam,  bnt  no  wight  osn 
Telle  what  womman  it  schulde  be; 
For  which  mervayle  wondrith  many  a  man^ 
And  sajden,  whan  they  were  in  priyite, 
'  Wol  nought  our  lord  yit  leve  his  vanitet 
Wol  he  not  weddel  alias,  alias  the  while! 
Why  wol  he  thus  himself  and  us  bigylef 

But  natheles  this  marquys  hath  doon  make 
Of  gemmes,  set  in  gold  and  in  asure,' 
BrcMhes  and  xynges,  for  Grisildes  sake, 
>    And  of  hir  clothing  took  he  the  mesure^ 
By  a  mayde  y-lik  to  hir  of  stature, 
Ajkd  eek  of  other  omamentes  alle 
That  unto  such  a  weddyng  schulde  fidle. 

The  tyme  of  undem'  of  the  same  day 
Approchith,  that  this  weddyng  schulde  be^ 
And  al  the  palys  put  was  in  array, 


i  The  Hurl.  US.  reads  anp  other  wfyht  \  bvt  oiqr,  whkh  eeeou  ndw- 
teit,  and  spoils  the  metre,  has  been  omitted* 

>  Asure.  or  blue,  was  the  colour  of  truth. 

>  The  gloflsarx  explains  tliis  to  mean  the  third  hour  qf  the  dag,  ornte 
o'oioflfe.  In  a  subsequent  line  [«ee  p.  415]  where  this  word  oecws 
affain,  the  original  has  kord  tertid,  and,  in  this  place,  hard  prmmdH; 
whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  in  Chaucer^  time  mne  o'efecir,or  nndeme, 
WM  (ht  usual  hour  of  pnmdium  or  ditmer,^Sot  TTRWBnr.  The  pnm- 
dhm  of  that  period,  however,  must  not  be  confbnnded  with  the  modert 
dinner.  It  took  place  at  nine  o'clock,  hence  called  AoripraiMUt.  There 
was  anothar  meal  at  noon,  or  soon  after ;  and  a  supper  (see  Sqiujeret 
TiOt)  before  going  to  bed.  The  two  forms  of  graoe  in  the  Brerlaiy  an 
Ibr  ante  prandmtm  and  ante  ceenam.  In  Tht  Sehipmaimta  Ibie  H  a|*peaft 
thai  the  flunllj  heard  mats*  and  then  weni  to  dinaert  aad  at  nobody 
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Bothe  lialle  and  chambtir,  7-Iik  here  degre^^ 
Houses  of  office  stuifid  with  plente; 
Ther  majstow  se  of  deyntevous  vitayle, 
That  may  be  fouDde,  as  fer  as  lastith  Itaila 

This  real  marqnys,  really  airayd, 
Lordes  and  ladycs  in  his  compaignye, 
The  which  unto  the  feste  were  prayed. 
And  of  his  retenn  the  bachelerie.* 
With  many  a  sonn  of  sondry  melodyc^ 
Unto  the  vilage,  of  which  I  tolde, 
In  this  array  the  right  way  han  they  holdei 

Grysild  of  this  (God  wot)  ful  innocent 
That  for  hir  schapcn  was  al  this  array, 
To  feoche  water  at  a  welle  is  went^ 
And  Cometh  hom  as  soone  as  sche  may. 
For  wel  sche  had  herd  say,  that  ilke  day 
The  marqnys  schulde  wedde,  and,  if  sche  mighty 
Sche  wold  have  scyen  somwhat  of  tliat  sight. 

Sche  sayd,  *  I  wol  with  other  maydenes  stonde^ 
That  ben  my  felawes,  in  oure  dore,  and  see 
The  marquysesse,*  and  tL^rfore  wol  I  fonde 
To  don  at  hom,  as  soone  as  it  may  be, 
The  labour  which  that  longcth  unto  me. 
And  thanne  may  I  at  leysir  hir  byholde, 
And  sche  the  way  into  the  castel  holde.' 

And  as  sche  wold  over  the  threisshfold  goon. 
The  marquys  cam  and  gan  hir  for  to  calle. 
And  sche  set  doun  her  water-pot  anoon 
BLsidcs  the  threischfold  of  this  oxe  stalle,^ 
And  doun  upon  hir  knees  sche  gan  falle^ 


eonld  eontmnnieate  after  eatinir,  the  prmuHttm  was,  therefore,  the  flntt 
meal.  In  some  eases,  there  niiirht  hare  been  a  slifirht  coUatiom  earlier; 
as  is  stUl  the  eostoin  abroad,  where  a  cap  of  cofl«e  ta  sometimea  taki^n 
an  hour  or  two  before  the  AJeHntr  6  lajourchetie,  which  answers  to 
the  pmndittm,  and  Is  the  fir:»t  rcgylar  meal. 

>  Other  MSS.  read  eehe  in  hU  tkgre. 

s  The  knights  or  bachelors.  *  Marchioness. 

4  In  Italy,  and  other  continental  ootmtiiea,  the  peasantry  to  this  day 
live  ia  the  same  houses  with  their  eattla. 
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And  with  sad  countenaunce  she  knehth  atille^ 
Til  ache  had  herd  what  was  the  lordes  will& 

Thia  thoughtful  marquyB  spak  unto  this  mayde 
Ful  soberly,  and  sayd  in  this  manere : 

*  Wher  is  your  fader,  GrisildesV  he  sayde. 
And  sche  with  reverence  in  humble  cheere 
Answerd,  '  Lord,  he  is  al  redy  heere.* 
And  in  sche  goth  withouten  lenger  let, 
And  to  the  roarquys  sche  hir  fader  fet. 

He  by  the  hond  than  takith  this  olde  maa. 
And  sayde  thus,  whan  he  him  had  on  sydo; 

*  Janicula,- 1  neither  .may  ne  can 
Lenger  the  plesauns  of  myn  herte  hyde; 
If  that  ye  vouchesauf,  what  so  betyde. 
Thy  doughter  wil  I  take  er  that  I  wende 
As  for  my  wy^  unto  hir  lyves  ende. 

'  Thow  lovest  me,  I  wot  it  wel  oerteyn. 
And  art  my  faiithful  leige-man^  i-bore, 
And  al  that  likith  me,  I  dar  wel  sayn. 
It  likith  the,  and  specially  therfore 
.  Tel  me  that  poynt,  as  ye  have  herd  bifore, 
If  that  thou  wolt  unto  that  purpos  drawe^ 
To  take  me  as  for  thy  sone-in-lawa' 

The  sodeyn  caas  the  man  astoneyd  tho, 
That  reed  he  wax,  abaischt,  and  al  quakyng 
He  stood,  unnethe  sayd  he  wordes  mo. 
But  oonly  this:  *  Lord,*  quod  he,  'my  willyDg 
Is  as  ye  wol,  agenst  youre  likyng 
I  wol  no  thing,  ye  be  my  lord  so  deere; 
Bight  as  yow  list,  governith  this  matiere.* 

'  Tit  wol  I,'  quod  this  markys  softely, 
*That  in  thy  chambre,  I  and  thou  and  sche 
Have  a  coUacioun,  and  wostow  why? 
For  I  wol  aske  if  it  hir  wille  be 
To  be  my  wy(  and  reule  hir  after  me; 
And  al  tiiis  schal  be  doon  in  thy  presence, 
I  wol  nought  speke  out  of  thyn  audienoei' 

>  See  ante,  p.  im,  aoU.  i. 
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And  in  the  chamber,  whil  thaj  were  abontii 
The  tretys,  which  as  ye  schul  after  hiere, 
The  poeple  cam  unto  the  hoiis  withoute, 
And  wondrid  hem,  in  how  honest  manere 
And  tendurly  sche  kept  hir  fader  deere; 
But  onterly  Grisildes  wonder  might, 
For  never  erst  ne  aangh  sche  such  a  sight 

No  wonder  is  though  that  sche  were  astonad. 
To  seen  so  gret  a  gest  come  into  that  place ; 
8che  never  was  to  snche  gestes  waned. 
For  which  sche  loked  with  fol  paJe  &M, 
Bat  schortlj  this  matiere  forth  to  chaoe, 
These  am  the  wordes  that  the  marquys  sayde 
To  this  benigne,  verray,  faithful  mayde. 

'  Grisyld,'  he  sayde,  *  ye  schnl  wel  nnderstonde^ 
It  liketh  to  your  fader  and  to  me, 
That  T  yow  wedde,  and  eek  it  may  so  stonde. 
As  I  suppose  ye  wil  that  it  so  be; 
But  these  demaundes  aske  I  first,*  quod  hc^ 
*  That  sith  it  Rchal  be  doon  in  hasty  wyse; 
Wol  ye  assent,  or  elles  yow  avyse! 

*  I  say  this,  be  ye  rcdy  with  good  hert 
To  al  my  lust,  and  that  I  frely  may 
As  me  best  liste  do  yow  laughe  or  smert^ 
And  never  ye  to  gruch  it,  night  ne  day; 
And  eek  whan  I  say  ye,  ye  say  not  nay, 
H'e3rther  by  word,  ne  frownyng  contenauncel 
Swer  this,  and  here  swer  I  oure  alliaunce.' 

Wondryng  upon  this  word,  quakyng  for  dredei 
Bche  sayde :  *  Lord,  undigne  and  unworthy 
I  am,  to  thilk  honour  that  ye  me  bede ; 
But  as  ye  wil  your  self,  right  so  wol  I ; 
And  here  I  swere,  that  never  wityngly 
In  werk,  ne  thought,  I  nyl  yow  disobeye 
For  to  the  deed,*  though  me  were  loth  to  deye.* 

I  (TlM  tros  nadinff  In  *  For  to  be  <Wd.'  where  dtedU  a  put  partlciplfl 
and  •qvlrAlent  In  nuuilng  to  'slain/-  W.  W.  3.} 
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'This  is  j-noughy  Grisilde  myn,*  qaod  htti 
And  foi-th  goth  he  with  a  ful  sobre  cherey 
Out  at  the  dore,  and  after  tliat  cam  sche, 
And  to  the  pepul  he  sayd  in  this  manere : 
*  This  is  mj  wj^'  quod  he,  *  that  stondith  heera 
Honoureth  hir,  and  ioveth  hir,  I  yov  pray, 
Who  so  me  Ioveth;  ther  is  no  more  to  sav.* 

And  for  that  no  thing  of  hir  olde  gere 
Sche  schulde  biynge  unto  his  hous,  he  bad 
That  wommen  schuld  despoilen  hir  right  therSi. 
Of  which  these  ladyes  were  nought  ful  glad 
To  handle  hir  clothes  wherein  sche  was  clad; 
But  natheles  this  mayde  bright  of  hew 
Fro  foot  to  heed  they  schredde  han  al  newa 

Hir  heeres  han  thay  kempt^  that  lay  untreaied 
Ful  rudely,  and  with  hir  fyngres  smala 
A  ooroun  on  hir  heed  thay  han  i-dresaed. 
And  set  hir  ful  of  nowches  gret  and  smale. 
Of  hir  array  what  schuld  I  make  a  talet 
TTnnethe  the  poeple  hir  knew  for  hir  faimeflse. 
Whan  sche  translated  was  in  such  richesse. 

This  marquis  hath  hir  spoused  with  a  ryng 
Brought  for  the  same  cause,  and  tlian  hir  setta 
Upon  an  hors  snow-whyt^  and  wel  amblyng, 
And  to  his  palys,  er  he  lenger  lette, 

S^ith  joyful  poeple,  that  hir  ladde  and  mette)' 
nveyed  hire,  and  thus  the  day  they  spende 
In  leyel,  til  the  sonne  gan  descende. 

And  schortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  chaca^ 
I  say,  that  to  this  newe  marquisesse 
God  hath  such  favour  sent  hir  of  his  graoa^ 
That  it  ne  semyd  not  by  liklynesse 
That  sche  was  bom  and  fed  in  rudenesae^ 
As  in  a  cote,  or  in  an  oxe  stalle. 
But  norisoht  in  an  emperoures  halle. 
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To  every  wight  bclie  wiixeu  is  00  deen, 
And  worschipful,  that  folk  ther  ache  waa  bonij 
And  from  hir  hurthe  knew  hir  yet  by  yere, 
Unnetbe  trowed  thay,  but  dorst  han  sworn. 
That  to  Janicle,  of  which  I  spak  bifom 
8che  doughter  were,  for  as  by  conjecture 
Hem  thought  ache  was  anothei*  creature. 

For  though  that  ever  vertuous  was  achi^ 
Sche  was  encresed  in  such  excellence 
Of  thewes  goode,  i-set  in  high  bounte^ 
And  HO  discrete  and  fair  of  eloquence. 
So  benigne,  and  so  digne  of  reverence, 
And  couthe  so  the  poeples  hert  embrace, 
Tliat  ech  hir  loveth  that  lokith  in  hir  face. 

Nought  oonly  of  Saluce  in  the  toun 
Publisschcd  was  the  bounte  of  hir  namc^ 
But  eek  byside  in  many  a  regioun, 
If  oon  sayd  wel,  another  sayd  the  same. 
So  sprad  of  hire  heigh  boimte  the  fame^ 
That  men  and  wommcn,  as  wel  yong  as  olde, 
Oon  to  Saluce  upon  hir  to  byholde. 

Thus  Walter  louly,  nay  but  really,* 
Weddid  with  fortunat  honestcte. 
In  Ooddes  pees  lyveth  ful  esily 
At  home,  and  outward  grace  y-nough  hath  he; 
And  for  he  saugh  that  under  low  degre 
Was  ofte  vertu  y-hid,  the  poeple  him  helde 
A  prudent  man,  and  that  is  seen  ful  selde. 

Nought  oonly  this  Griaildes  thurgh  hir  witt« 
Couthe  al  the  feet  of  wifly  homlynesse,* 
But  eek  whan  that  the  tyme  required  it. 
The  comun  profyt  couthe  sche  redresse; 
Ther  nas  discord,  rancour,  ne  hevynesae 
In  al  that  lond,  that  sche  ne  couthe  appeae^ 
And  wisly  bryng  hem  alle  in  rest  and  ese. 


*  Thit  Walter  wedded  ^nmbljr,  or  (I  sboald  rather  ny)  rojtXI$ 
^«ea.,bMauMofhSswifo*iTlrtitt.  <  HarL  US.,  AiMiMeiN. 
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Tliongh  that  hir  housbond  absent  were  anooB^ 
If  gentiimen.  or  other  of  hir  contre, 
Were  wroth,  sche  wolde  bryn<;e  hem  at  oon, 
So  wytie  and  rype  wordes  had(ie  sche, 
And  judgement  of  so  gret  equite, 
That  ache  from  hevcn  sent  was,  as  men  wendc^ 
Poeple  to  save,  and  every  wrong  to  amende. 

Nought  longe  tyme  after  that  this  Grisilde 
Was  wedded,  sche  a  dougliter  liatli  i-bore; 
Al  had  hir  lever  hau  had  a  knave'  chiide, 
Gkd  was  this  marquis  and  the  folk  therfore^ 
For  though  a  mayden  child  come  al  byiore^ 
Sche  may  unto  a  knave  child  atteigne 
By  liklihed,  sith  sche  nys  not  bareigne. 

nrapiT  tertia  pabs. 

THER  fel,  as  fallith  many  times  mo, 
Whan  that  this  child  hath  aouked  but  athrowc^ 
This  marquys  in  his  herte  lon;;ith  so 
Tempte  his  wyf,  hir  sadncssc"  for  to  knowe, 
That  he  ne  might  out  of  his  licrte  throwe 
This  mervaylous  desir  his  wyf  tas.saye; 
Kedeles,  God  wot,*  he  thought  hir  to  affraye. 

He  had  assayed  hir  y-nougli  bifore, 
And  fond  hir  ever  good,  what  ncedith  it 
Hire  to  tempte,  and  alway  more  and  more? 
Though  som  men  pray.se  it  for  a  subtil  wit^ 
But  as  for  me,  I  say  that  evel  it  sit 
Tassay  a  wyf  whan  that  it  is  no  neede, 
And  putte  hir  in  angiiysch  and  in  dreede. 

For  which  this  marquis  wrought  in  this  manere; 
He  com  aloone  a-night  ther  as  sche  lay 
With  steme  ieuce,  and  with  ful  trouble  cheere^ 


■  JDioM  nitut— I,  a  bof  (Gennan,  kmabe)  <  »,  a  Mrrtat,  inn 
f  Hill  I  3f  teom  the  peculiar  propeiwl  tes  of  the  latter  elaae,  a  rogue. 
<  TokBOwherflAoerity.  *  HmxL  US^  now  Gcd  waL 
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And  sajde  ihii%  '  Orisild/  quod  be, '  that  dij 
That  I  yow  took  out  of  your  pore  array. 
And  putte  yow  in  estat  of  heigh  noble0Q^ 
Ye^  have  not  that  forgeten,  as  I  geste. 

'  I  say,  Orisild,  thia  present  dignite 
In  which  that  I  hare  put  yow,  as  I  trowe, 
Makith  yow  not  forgetful  for  ta  be 
That  I  yow  took  in  pore  estat  fill  lowe^ 
For  eny  wele  ye  moot  your  selre  knowe.' 
Tak  heed  of  erery  word  that  I  yow  say, 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  herith  it  but  we  tway. 

'  Ye  wot  your  self  how  that  ye  eomen  heeiv 
Into  this  houfli,  it  is  nought  long  ago; 
And  though  to  me  that  ye  be  leef  and  deers^ 
Unto  my  gentils  ye  be  no  thing  so. 
Thay  8e3m,  to  hem  it  is  gret  schame  and  wo 
For  to  ben  subject  and  ben  in  senrage 
To  the,  that  bom  art  of  a  smal  village. 

*  And  namely  syn  thy  doughter  was  i-borc^ 
These  wordes  ban  thay  spoken  doutelea 
But  I  desire,  as  I  have  doon  byfore. 
To  lyve  my  lif  with  hem  in  rest  and  pees; 
I  may  not  in  this  caas  be  reccheles ; 
I  moot  do  with  thy  doughter  for  the  best, 
Kot  as  I  wolde,  but  as  my  pepul  lest. 

'  And  yit^  God  wot,  this  is  ful  loth  to  uml 
But  natheles  withoute  youre  witynge 
Wol  I  not  doon ;  but  this  wol  I,'  quod  he^ 
'  That  ye  to  me  assent  as  in  this  thing. 
8chew  now  your  paciens  in  your  wirching, 
That  thou  me  hightest  and  swor  in  yon  village^ 
That  day  that  maked  was  oure  manage.' 

Whan  sche  had  herd  al  this  sche  nought  ameeryd 
Keyther  in  word,  in  cheer,  or  countenaunoe, 

1  The  darl.  MS.  reads  yet,  which  nuket  noniciiM.  Tt  la  adopted 
from  Tynrhitt. 

-  Yoa  were  in  a  fliU  low  state  Jbr  mmj  goods  that  jov  possesied  la 
four  own  light, 

▼OL.  u  •      2  l> 
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(For,  as  it  semed,  8ch<^  w^  nought  agreered); 
She  aajde,  'Lord,  al  lith  in  your  plcsannce: 
My  child  and  I,  with  hertlj  obei^iunce, 
'Ben  jonres  al,  and  ye  may  save  or  spille 
Your  onghne  thing;  werkith  after  yonr  wilier 

*  Ther  may  no  thing,  so  God  my  soule  sav«^ 
Liken  to  yow,  that  may  displesen  me; 

Ne  I  desire  no  thing  for  to  have, 
Ne  drede  for  to  lese,  save  ooDly  ye. 
This  wil  is  in  myn  hert,  and  ay  schal  be, 
No  length  of  tymc  or  deth  may  this  deface^ 
Ne  ehannge  my  corrage  to  other  place.* 

Glad  was  this  marquis  for  hir  answeiyn^ 
But  yit  he  feyned  as  he  were  not  so. 
Al  dreery  was  his  cheer  and  his  lokyng, 
Whan  that  he  schold  out  of  the  chambre  ga 
Soon  after  this,  a  forlong  way  or  tuoy 
He  prively  bath  told  al  his  entent 
X7nto  a  man,  and  unto  his  wyf  him  sent. 

A  maner  sergeant  was  this  prive  man, 
The  which  that  faithful  oft  he  founden  hadde 
In  thinges  grete,  and  eek  such  folk  wel  can 
Don  execucioun  in  thinges  badde; 
The  lord  knew  wel  that  he  him  loved  and  dnddai 
And  whan  this  sergeant  wist  his  lordes  wille^ 
Into  the  chamber  he  stalked  him  ful  stille. 

*  Madame,'  he  sayd, '  ye  most  forgive  it  me^ 
Though  I  do  thing  to  which  I  am  constreynit; 
Te  hea  so  wys,  that  ful  wel  knowe  ye, 

That  lordes  hestes  mow  not  ben  i-feynit. 
They  mowe  wel  be  biwaylit  or  oompleynit; 
But  men  moot  neede  unto  her  lust  obeye^ 
And  so  wol  I,  there  is  no  more  to  seye. 

'  This  child  I  am  comaundid  for  to  take.* 
And  spak  no  more,  but  out  the  child  he  bent 
Dispitously,  and  gan  a  chiere  make, 
Ab  though  he  wold  ban  slayn  it^  er  be  went. 
Qriaild  moot  al  suffer  and  al  consent; 
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And  as  a  lamb  sche  aiUetli  meeke  and  atilk^ 
And  let  this  cruel  setgeant  doon  his  wille. 

Suspedous  was  the  defame  of  this  man. 
Suspect  his  face^  suspect  his  word  also, 
Suspect  the  tjme  in  which  he  this  bigan. 
Alias!  hir  doughter,  that  she  loved  so, 
Sohe  wend  he  wold  han  slajen  it  right  tho; 
But  natheles  sche  neyther  weep  ne  siked, 
Conformyng  hir  to  that  the  marquis  like! 

But  atte  last  speke  sche  bigan. 
And  mekelj  sche  to  the  sergeant  preyde^ 
So  as  he  was  a  worthy  gentilman, 
That  she  most  kisse  hir  child,  er  that  it  d^da 
And  on  hir  arm  ^  this  litel  child  sche  leyde, 
With  ful  sad  fjouse,  and  gan  the  child  to  blesse^* 
And  lullyd  it,  and  after  gan  it  kessa^ 

And  thus  sche  sayd  in  hir  benigne  Tois : 
'  Farwel,  my  child,  I  schal  the  never  see; 
But  sith  I  the  have  marked  withe  the  Groy% 
Of  thilke  ^Eider  blessed  mot  thou  be, 
That  for  us  deyde  upon  a  oix>s  of  tre; 
Thy  soule,  litel  child,  I  him  by  take, 
For  this  night  schaltow  deyen  for  my  sake.* 

I  trowe  that  to  a  nonce  in  this  caaa 
It  had  ben  hard  this  rewthe  for  to  see; 
Wei  might  a  moder  than  have  cryed  al]a% 
But  natheles  so  sad  stedefast  was  sche, 
That  she  endured  al  adversite^ 
And  to  the  sergeant  mekely  sche  sayde, 
•  Have  her  agayn  your  litel  yonge  mayde. 

'  Goth  now,*  quod  sche, '  and  doth  my  lordes  heat'a. 
But  o  thing  wil  I  pi-ay  yow  of  your  grace, 
That  but  my  lord  forbede  yow  atte  leste, 
Burieth  this  litel  body  iu  som  place. 
That  bestes  ne  no  briddes  it  to-raoe.* 


1  Other  MSB.  read  barme,  the  Utp. 
•  Jhde  tlie  ticn  of  the  croit  on  it.— See  anle,p.  si, note  x 
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But  he  no  word  wil  to  the  purpos  saj, 
But  took  the  child  and  went  ti]M>n  his  waj. 

This  sergeant  com  onto  this  lord  agayn, 
And  of  Grisildes  wordes  and  hir  cheere 
He  tolde  poynt  for  poynt,  in  schort  and  playn. 
And  him  presentith  with  his  doughter  deere. 
Somwhat  this  lord  hath  rewthe  in  his  manere^ 
But  na^eles  his  parpos  huld  he  stiUe, 
Ab  loxdes  doon,  whan  thay  woln  have  her  wiDe; 

And  bad  the  sergeaunt  that  he  privelj 
Bcholde  this  childe  softe  wynde  and  wrapper 
With  alle  circumstaunces  tendnrly, 
And  carry  it  in  a  cofre,  or  in  his  lappe; 
TTpon  peyne  his  heed  of  for  to  swappe 
That  no  man  schnlde  knowe  of  this  entente 
Ne  whens  he  com,  ne  whider  that  he  went; 

But  at  Boloygne,  to  his  suster  deere, 
That  thilke  tyme  of  Panik^  was  countesse, 
He  schnld  it  take,  and  schewe  hir  this  matiers^ 
Byseching  her  to  doon  hir  busynesae 
This  child  to  fostre  in  all  gentilesse, 
And  whos  child  that  it  was  he  bad  hir  hyde 
From  every  wight,  for  ought  that  mighte  bytyde. 

The  sergeant  goth,  and  hath  fulfild  this  thing. 
But  to  this  marquys  now  retoume  we; 
For  now  goth  he  ful  fast  ymaginyng, 
If  by  his  wyves  cher  he  mighte  se, 
Or  by  hir  word  apparoeyre,  that  sche 
Were  chaunged,  but  he  hir  never  oouthe  fynde^ 
But  ever  in  oon  y-like  sad  and  kyndei 

Ab  glad,  as  humble,  as  busy  in  servise 
And  eek  hi  ;ove,  as  sche  was  wont  to  be. 
Was  sche  to  him,  in  every  maner  wyse; 
Ne  of  hir  doughter  nought  o  word  spak  sche; 
Nan  accident  for  noon  advendte 


1  tynrhitt  changed  the  word  to  Fmrie^  not  adrertiBff  to  th«  origteal, 
when  it  if  laid  that  the  Maiquisl  litter  waa  mairied  to  the  OoiuU  oi 
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Wb8  seyn  in  hir,  ne  never  hir  donghter  nanM 
Ne  nempnyd  sdie,  in  ernest  ne  in  game. 

IKCIPIT  QUABTA  PARS. 

IN  tliis  estaat  tlier  passed  ben  fonre  jer 
£r  ache  with  childe  was,  but,  as  God  wolde^ 
A  knave  child  sche  bar  by  this  Waltier, 
Ful  gracious,  and  fair  for  to  biholde; 
And  whan  that  folk  it  to  his  fader  tolde, 
Nought  oonlj  he,  but  al  bis  contre,  merye 
Was  for  this  child,  and  God  thay  thank  and  heria 

Whan  it  was  tuo  yer  old,  and  fro  the  brest 
Departed  fro  his  noris,  upon  a  day 
This  markys  caughte  yit  another  lest 
To  tempt  his  wif  yit  after,  if  he  may. 
O  !  needles  was  sche  tempted  in  assay ; 
But  weddid  men  ne  knowen  no  mesore. 
Whan  that  thay  fynde  a  pacient  crcatur& 

*  Wyf,*  quod  this  maiquys,  *  ye  ban  herd  er  this 
My  peple  sekly  berith  oure  manage, 

And  namly  syn  my  sone  y-boren  is, 
Now  is  it  wors  than  ever  in  al  our  age; 
The  murmur  sleth  myn  hert  and  my  corrage, 
For  to  myn  eeris  cometh  the  vols  so  smerte, 
That  it  wel  neigh  destroyed  hath  myn  herte. 

'  Now  say  thay  thus,  Whan  Wauter  is  agooi^ 
Than  schal  the  blood  of  Janicle  succede, 
And  ben  our  lord,  for  other  have  we  noon. 
Suche  wordea  saith  my  poeple,  out  of  drede.' 
Wel  ought  I  of  such  murmur  taken  heede, 
For  certcynly  I  drede  such  sentence, 
Though  thay  not  pleynly  fipcke  in  my  audience^ 

*  I  wolde  lyve  in  pees,  if  that  I  might; 
Wherfor  I  am  disposid  outrely, 

As  I  his  suster  servede  by  nighty 

1  Yoo  nukf  be  rare.— See  ant^^  p.  297.  note  ^ 
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Kigbt  80  tbynk  I  to  serve  him  prively. 
This  wara  J  jou,  that  ye  not  aodeinlj 
Oat  of  your  self  for  no  thing  achold  outraye  : 
Beth  pacient,  and  then^  I  yow  pray.^ 

'  I  harey*  quod  sche, '  sayd  thus  and  ever  scha^ 
I  wol  no  thing,  ne  nil  no  thing  oertayn^ 
Bui  aa  yow  ILut;  nought  grereth  me  at  al, 
Though  that  my  doughter  and  my  sone  be  slayn 
At  your  comaundement ;  ^is  is  to  sayne, 
I  hare  not  had  no  part  of  children  iwayne, 
Bat  first  i^knes^  and  afler  wo  and  payne. 

^Te  ben  oure  lord,  doth  with  your  owne  thing 
Right  as  yow  listy  axith  no  red  of  me; 
For  as  I  left  at  horn  al  my  clothing, 
Whan  I  first  com  to  yow,  right  so^'  qood  sehe^ 
*Left  I  my  wills  and  my  liberte, 
And  took  your  clothing;  wherfor  I  yow  preye^ 
Doth  youre  plesaunce,  I  wil  yoare  lust  obeye. 

*  And  oertes,  if  I  hadde  prescience 
Tour  wil  to  knowe,  er  ya  youre  lust  m«  tolde^ 
I  wold  it  doon  withoote  negligence^ 
But  now  I  wot  your  lust,  and  what  ye  wolde^ 
Al  your  plesaunoe  ferm  and  stable  I  holde, 
For  wist  I  that  my  deth  wold  doon  yow  ease^ 
Bight  gladly  wold  I  deye^  yow  to  please. 

'  Deth  may  make  no  eomparisoun 
Unto  your  love.*    And  whan  this  msrqnys  say 
The  Constance  of  his  wy^  he  cast  adoun 
EUs  eyghen  tuo,  and  wondrith  that  sche  maj 
In  padence  su£fre  aa  this  array ; 
And  forth  he  goth  with  dreiy  countenaono^ 
Bat  to  his  hert  it  was  ful  gret  plesaunce. 

This  ugly  sergeaunt  in  the  same  wise 
That  he  hix  doughter  fette,  right  so  he, 
Or  worse,  if  men  worse  can  devyse, 
Hath  bent  hir  sone,  that  ful  was  of  beanieL 
And  exer  in  oon  so  pacient  was  sche^ 
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ThaX  adie  no  eheere  made  of  hevjuem^ 
But  kist  hiT  none,  and  after  gan  him  blessflL 

Save  this  ache  prayed  him,  if  that  he  mighte^ 
Her  litel  sone  he  wold  in  eorthe  graven 
Hia  tendre  lymee,  delicate  to  nght^ 
From  fonles  and  f]X)m  bestes  him  to  saTO. 
But  edie  noon  answer  of  him  mighta  hava 
He  went  his  way,  as  him  no  thing  ne  ronght^ 
Bat  to  Boloyne  he  tenderly  it  brought. 

This  marqnis  wondreth  ever  the  longer  the  more 
Upon  hir  pacience,  and  if  that  he 
Ne  hadde  sothly  knowen  therbifoxe, 
That  parfytly  hir  children  loved  sohc^ 
He  wold  have  wend  that  of  some  subtilte 
And  of  malice,  or  of  cruel  corrage. 
That  sche  had  sufired  this  with  sad  visaga 

But  wel  he  knew,  that,  next  himself,  oertayn 
Sche  loved  hir  children  best  in  every  wise. 
But  now  of  wommen  wold  I  aske  fayn. 
If  these  aasayes  mighten  not  suffice) 
What  couthe  a  stourdy  houaebonde  more  devyae 
To  prove  hir  wyfbode  and  her  stedefastnesae^ 
And  he  contynuyng  ever  in  stourdynessel 

But  iber  ben  folk  of  such  condicioun. 
That,  whan  they  have  a  certeyn  purpoa  taka^ 
Thay  can  nought  stynt  of  her  enteneioun. 
But,  right  as  thay  were  bounden  to  a  stake^ 
Thay  wil  not  of  her  firste  purpos  slake ; 
Right  so  this  marquys  fullich  hath  purposed 
To  tempt  his  wyf,  as  he  was  first  disposed. 

He  wayteth,  if  by  word  or  countenaunoe 
That  sche  to  bim  was  chaunged  of  corage» 
But  never  couthe  he  fynde  variannce, 
Sche  was  ay  oon  in  hei*t  and  in  visage; 
And  ay  the  ierther  that  sche  was  in  age^ 
The  more  trewe,  if  that  were  possible^ 
Sche  was  to  him,  and  more  peuyble. 
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For  whith  it  semyd  tMs,  that  of  hem  tno 
Ther  nas  bat  oo  wil;  for  as  Walter  lest, 
The  same  plesaunce  was  hir  lust  also; 
And,  God  be  thanked,  al  fel  for  the  best. 
Bche  schewed  wel,  for  no  worldly  unrest 
A  wy  f,  as  of  hir  self,  no  thing  ne  scholde 
Wjlne  in  effect,  but  as  hir  housbond  wolde. 

The  sdaunder  of  Walter  ofte  and  wjde  spnidctfl^ 
That  of  a  cmel  hert  he  wikkcdij, 
For  he  a  pore  womman  weddid  hadde^ 
Hath  morthrid  bothe  hischildi-en  privelj; 
Such  murmur  was  among  hem  comunly. 
No  wonder  is;  for  to  the  peples  eere 
Ther  com  no  word,  but  that  thay  mortherid  weret 

For  which,  wher  as  his  peple  therbyfore 
Had  loved  him  wel,  the  sdaunder  of  his  diffiim« 
Made  hem  that  tbay  him  hatede  therfore; 
To  ben  a  mordrer  is  an  hateful  name. 
But  natheles,  for  emest  or  for  game. 
He  of  his  cruel  purpos  nolde  stente, 
To  tempt  his  wyf  was  set  al  his  entente. 

Whan  that  his  doughter  twelf  yer  was  of  age^ 
He  to  the  court  of  Home,  in  suche  wise 
Enformed  of  his  wille,  sent  his  message, 
Oomaundyng  hem,  such  bulles  to  devyse^ 
As  to  his  cruel  purpos  may  suffise, 
How  that  the  pope,  as  for  his  peples  reste^ 
Bad  him  to  wedde  another,  if  him  leste. 

I  say,  he  bad,  thay  schulde  countrelete 
The  popes  bulles,  makyng  mencioun 
That  he  hath  leve  his  firste  wyf  to  lete^ 
As  by  the  popes  dispensacioun, 
To  stynte  rancour  and  disoencioun 
Bitwix  his  peple  and  him;  thus  sayd  the  ban% 
The  which  thay  ban  publisahid  atte  fulle. 

The  rude  poepel,  as  it  no  wonder  is, 
Wende  ful  wel  that  it  had  be  right  so. 
But  whan  these  tydynges  come  to  Griaildi% 
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I  deeme  tliat  hir  herte  was  fol  iro; 
But  BcHe  y-like  sad  for  evermo 
Dispoaid  waa,  this  humble  creaton^ 
Thaiivenite  of  fortun  al  tenduie; 

AbydjBg  ever  his  lust  and  hia  plesaonca^ 
To  whom  ^t  sche  was  give^  hert  and  a], 
Aa  to  hir  Terray  worldly  auffisaunoe. 
But  schortly  if  I  this  story  telle  sohal. 
This  marquys  writen  hath  in  special 
A  letter,  in  which  he  schewith  his  entente 
And  secrely  he  to  Boloyne  it  dent 

To  iherl  of  Panyk,  which  that  hadde  tho 
Weddid  his  suster,  prayd  he  specially 
To  brynge  horn  agein  his  children  tuo 
In  honurable  estaat  al  openly. 
But  oon  thing  he  him  prayde  outerly. 
That  he  to  no  wight,  though  men  wold  enquera. 
Schuld  not  tellen  whos  children  thay  wer«\ 

But  say  the  mayde  schuld  i-weddid  be 
Unto  the  markys  of  Saluce  anoon. 
And  aa  this  eorl  was  prayd,  so  dede  he^ 
For  at  day  set  he  on  his  way  is  goon 
Toward  Saluce,  and  lordes  many  oon 
In  riche  array,  this  mayden  for  to  guyde^ 
Her  yonge  brother  rydyng  by  hir  syde 

Anayed  was  toward  hir  manage 
This  freisshe  may  al  ful  of  gemmes  clere ; 
Hir  brother,  which  that  seven  yer  was  of  age, 
Arrayed  eek  ful  freissh  in  his  manere; 
And  thus  in  gret  noblesse  and  with  glad  chere 
Toward  Saluces  schapyng  her  joumay. 
Fro  day  to  day  thay  ryden  in  her  way. 

IKCIPrr  PARS  QUIHTA. 

AMONG  al  this,  after  his  wikked  usage, 
This  marquis  yit  his  wif  to  tempte  more 
To  the  uttrest  proef  of  hir  corrage^ 
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FoUj  to  han  experiens  and  lore, 

If  that  ache  were  as  atedefaat  aa  byfore^ 

He  on  a  daj  in  open  audience 

Fal  bojstrously  hath  sayd  hir  this  sentence. 

*  Certes,  Gnsildea,  I  had  y-nongh  plesannce 
To  have  yow  to  my  wif,  for  your  goodnesse. 
And  for  youre  trouthe,  and  for  your  obeissauno^ 
Nought  for  your  lignage,  ne  for  your  richesBe; 
But.now  know  I  in  verray  soth&stnesse^ 

That  in  gret  lordschip,  if  I  wel  avyae» 
Ther  is  gret  servitude^  in  sondry  wyse; 

I  may  not  do,  as  every  ploughman  may; 
My  poeple  me  constreignith  for  to  take 
Another  wyf^  and  cryen  day  by  day; 
And  eek  the  pope,'  rancour  for  to  slake, 
Consentith  it,  that  dar  I  undertake ; 
And  trewely,  thus  moche  I  wol  yow  say, 
My  newe  wif  is  oomyng  by  the  way. 

*  Be  strong  of  hert,  and  voyde  anoon  hir  plaot^ 
And  thilke  dower  that  ye  broughten  me 

T^k  it  agayn,  I  graunt  it  of  my  grace. 
Betoumeth  to  your  &dres  hous,'  quod  he^ 
'  No  man  may  alway  have  prosperite. 
With  even  hert  I  rede  yow  endure 
The  strok  of  fortune  or  of  adventure.* 

And  sche  agayn  answerd  in  pacience: 
'My  lord,*  quod  sche, '  I  wot,  and  wist  alway. 
How  that  l^twixe  your  magnificence 
And  my  poverte  no  wight  can  ne  may 
Make  comparisoun,  it  is  no  nay; 
I  ne  held  me  never  digne  in  no  manere 
To  ben  your  wy^  ne  yit  your  chamberere. 

'  And  in  this  hous,  ther  ye  me  lady  made^ 
(The  highe  Ood  take  I  for  my  witnesse. 


t  Hari.lIS.,iere<M. 
*  TIm  HtrL  M8.  ft»r  pope  remdf  popeit  the  mMiiiiif  tTMintly  Is,  te 
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And  a]  80  w»l  J  he  my  soule  glade) 
[  never  huld  me  lad j  ne  maistresse^ 
But  hamble  servaunt  to  jour  vorthiness^ 
And  ever  schal,  whil  that  mj  lyf  may  dim^ 
Aboven  every  worldly  creatnreu 

*  That  ye  so  longe  of  your  benignite 
Han  holden  me  in  honour  and  nobley^ 
Wher  as  I  was  not  worthy  for  to  be^ 

That  thonk  I  Ood  and  yow,  to  whom  I  preys 
For-yeld  it  yow,  ther  is  no  more  to  aeye. 
Unto  my  fader  gladly  wil  I  wende. 
And  with  him  duelle  unto  my  lyves  enda 

*  Ther  I  was  foetred  as  a  child  ful  smal. 
Til  I  be  deed  my  lyf  ther  wil  I  lede, 

A  widow  clene  in  body,  hert^  and  al; 
For  sith  I  gaf  to  yow  my  maydenhede^ 
And  am  your  trewe  wyf,  it  is  no  drede^ 
Qod  Bchilde  such  a  lordcs  wyf  to  take 
Another  man  to  housbond  or  to  make. 

'  And  of  your  newe  wif,  God  of  his  grace 
So  graunte  yow  wele  and  prosperite; 
For  I  wol  gladly  yelden  hir  my  places 
In  which  that  I  was  blisful  wont  to  he. 
For  sith  it  likcth  yow,  my  lord,'  quod  sche^ 
'  That  whilom  were  al  myn  hertes  reste^ 
That  I  schal  gon,  I  wil  go  whan  yow  leste. 

'  But  ther  as  ye  profre  me  such  dowayre 
As  I  ferst  brought,  it  is  wel  in  my  mynde. 
It  were  my  wrecchid  clothes,  no  thing  faire^ 
The  whiche  to  me  were  hard  now  for  to  iynda^ 
O  goode  Qodl  how  gontil  and  how  kynde 
Ye  semed  by  your  speche  and  your  visage^ 
That  day  that  maked  was  our  manage  I 

<  But  soth  is  sayd,  algate  I  fynd  it  trewe^ 
For  in  effect  it  proved  is  on  me, 
Love  is  nought  old  as  whan  that  it  is  newe^ 
But  certes,  lord,  for  noon  adversite 
To  d^en  in  the  oaas,  it  schal  nol  be 
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That  crer  in  word  or  werk  I  schal  repenie 
That  I  70W  gaf  myn  hert  in  hoi  entente. 

'My  lord,  ye  wot  that  in  my  fadres  place 
Te  dade  me  strippe  out  of  my  pore  wed% 
And  richely  me  cladden  of  your  grace; 
To  yow  brou<^ht  I  nought  dies  out  of  drede^ 
But  £uth,  and  nakednesse,^  and  maydenhede^ 
And  her  agayn  my  clothyng  I  restore, 
And  eek  my  weddyrg  r^Tig  for  evermoreu 

*  The  remenant  of  your  jewels  redy  be 
Within  your  chambiir  dar  I  saufly  sayn." 

.  Naked  out  of  my  fadres  hous,'  quod  sche^ 
'  J  com,  and  naked  moot  I  tome  agayn. 
Al  your  pleisauns  wold  I  fnlfille  fayn; 
But  yit  I  hope  it  be  not  youre  entente 
That  I  smocles  out  of  your  paleys  went. 

*  Te  couthe  not  doon  so  dishonest  a  thing, 
That  thilke  wombe,  in  whicli  your  children  l^fe, 
Schulde  byfom  the  poeple,  in  my  walkyng, 

Be  seye  al  bare:  wherforo  I  yow  pray 
Let  me  not  lik  a  worm  go  by  the  way; 
Remembre  yow,  myn  oughne  lord  so  deere, 
I  was  your  wyf,  though  I  unworthy  were. 

'  Wherfor,  in  guerdoun  of  my  maydenhede^ 
Which  that  I  brought  and  nought  agayn  I  bere» 
As  Touchethsauf  to  geve  me  to  my  meede 
But  such  a  amok  as  I  was  wont  to  were, 
That  I  therwith  may  wrye  the  wombe  of  here 
That  was  your  wif ;  and  here  take  I  my  leve 
Of  yow,  myn  oughne  lord,  lest  I  yow  grere.* 

'  The  amok,*  quod  he, '  that  thou  hast  on  thy  bak^ 
Let  it  be  stille,  and  ber  it  forth  with  the.' 
But  wel  unnethes  thilke  word  he  spak. 


1  Htrl.  VS.,  nuteneu,    Petrmrcht  woida  ar»— '  Neqiu  omitlao  1 
alhi  dot  tett  quam  fldct  et  nudUm.' 
*  Tht  Had.  US.,  Midentty  bjr  mlrtakft,  iMdi— 

*  IPVcAte  Mwr  cAonAer  don  d&t,*  ao» 


THK  CUBXKSS  TALB.  413 

But  went  hln  waj  for  ronthe  and  for  pit«i 
Bjrfom  the  folk  hinelven  strippith  sAb, 
iUid  in  hir  smok,  with  heed  and  foot  al  bat^ 
Toward  hir  fader  house  forth  is  sche  fare. 

The  folk  hir  folwen  wepyng  in  hir  weje. 
And  fortune  ay  thay  cursen  as  thay  goon; 
But  sche  fro  wepyng  kept  hir  eyen  dreye^ 
Ke  in  this  tyme  word  ne  spak  sche  noon, 
nir  £Eider,  that  this  tyding  herd  anoon. 
Cursed  the  day  and  tyme,  that  nature 
Schoop  him  to  ben  a  lyves  creature. 

For  oute  of  doute  this  olde  pore  man 
Was  ever  in  suspect  of  hir  manage; 
For  ever  he  deemed,  sith  that  it  bigan. 
That  whan  the  lord  fulfilled  had  his  comge^ 
Him  wolde  think  that  it  were  disparage 
To  his  estate,  so  lowe  for  to  lights 
And  voyden  hire  as  sone  an  ever  he  might. 

Agayns  his  doughter  hastily  goth  he; 
For  he  by  noyse  of  folk  knew  hir  comyng; 
And  with  hir  olde  cote,  as  it  might  be^ 
He  covered  hir  ful  sorwfully  wepynge; 
But  on  hir  body  might  he  it  nought  bringe^ 
For  rude  was  the  cloth,  and  mor  of  age 
By  dayes  fele^  than  at  hir  manage. 

Thus  with  hir  fader  for  a  certeyn  space 
Dwellith  this  fiour  of  wifly  pacience. 
That  neyther  by  her  wordes  ne  by  hir  &ce^ 
Byfom  the  folk,  nor  eek  in  her  absence^ 
Ke  schewed  sche  that  hir  was  doon  ofience^ 
Ne  of  hir  highe  astaat  no  remembraunoe 
Ke  hadde  sche,  as  by  hir  countenaunce. 

No  wonder  is,  for  in  hir  gret  estate 
Hir  gost  was  ever  in  playn  humilite; 
Ne  tender  mouth,  noon  herte  delicate^ 


1  Fth  Sa  tliff  Anglo-Saxon  ftr  nuuqr  i  modem  G«man,  vid,  pi» 
somoMl^ML 
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Ve  pompe,  ne  semblant  of  realte  j 
But  ful  of  pacient  benignite, 
Discrete,  and  prideles,  ay  lionurable, 
And  to  hir  housbond  ever  lueke  and  stable. 

Men  speke  of  Job,  and  most  for  his  humbleaBe^ 
As  clerkes,  whan  hem  lust,  can  wel  endite, 
Namely  of  men,  but  as  in  sothfastnesse, 
Though  clerkes  prajse  wommen  but  a  lite, 
Ther  can  no  man  in  humblesse  him  acquyte 
As  wommen  can,  ne  can  be  half  so  trowe 
As  wommen  ben,  but  it  be  falle  of  newe. 


FAB3  8EXTA.* 

THRO  Boloyne  is  this  erl  of  Panik  j-come, 

-*-    Of  which  the  fisime  up-sprong  to  more  and  laas^ 

And  to  the  poeples  eeres  alle  and  some 

Was  couth  eek,  that  a  newe  marquisesse 

He  with  him  brought,  in  such  pomp  and  richesse, 

That  never  was  ther  seyn  with  maunes  ye 

So  noble  array  in  al  West  Lombardya 

The  marquys,  which  that  schoop  and  knewal  this, 
£r  that  this  erl  was  come,  sent  his  message 
For  thilke'  cely  pore  Grisildis; 
And  sche  with  humble  hert  and  glad'  visage^ 
Not  with  no  swollen  hert  in  hir  corrage, 
Cam  at  his  best,  and  on  hir  knees  hir  sette, 
And  reverently  and  wyfly  sche  him  grette. 

*  QrisUd,'  quod  he,  '  my  wil  is  outrely. 
This  mayden,  that  schal  weddid  be  to  me, 
Beoeyved  be  to  morwe  as  really 
As  it  possible  is  in  myn  hous  to  be; 
And  eek  that  every  wight  in  his  degro 


>  Hftrt.  MS.  hu  no  dlrUion  here. 
The  ftnftl  e  haa  been  added  to  tkUk,  u  moraoomet.  frtminatlMlll'i 
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Have  Iiifl  estaat  in  littyng  and  aenrjae^ 
In  high  pleaaunoe,  as  I  can  devyse. 

*  1  have  no  womman  suffisant  oerteyne 
The  diambres  for  tamy  in  oitUnanoe 
After  my  lust,  and  therfor  wold  I  feyne. 
That  thin  were  al  such  manef  govemaunce; 
^ow  knowest  eek  of  al  my  plesaunce; 
Though  thyn  array  be  badde,  and  ille  byaeye^ 
Do  thou  thy  dever  acte  leste  weye.* 

'  Nought  oonly,  lord,  that  I  am  glad,*  quod  ach% 
*  To  don  your  lust^  but  I  desire  also 
Tow  for  to  serve  and  plese  in  my  degre, 
Withoute  feyntyng/  and  schal  evermo; 
Ne  never  for  no  wele,  ne  for  no  wo, 
Ne  sohal  the  gost  withinne  myn  herte  stente 
To  love  yow  best  with  al  my  trewe  entent.' 

And  with  that  word  sche  gan  the  hous  to  dight^ 
And  tables  for  to  sette,  and  beddes  make, 
And  peyned  hir  to  doou  al  that  sche  mighty 
Preying  the  chamberers  for  Ooddes  sake 
To  hasten  hem,  and  faste  swepe  and  8chake» 
And  sche  the  moste  servisable  of  alle 
Hath  every  chamber  arrayed,  and  his  halle. 

Abouten  undem  gan  this  lord'  alight. 
That  with  him  brought  these  noble  children  tweye; 
For  which  the  peple  ran  to  se  that  sight 
Of  her  array,  so  richely  biaeye. 
And  than  at  erst  amonges  hem  thay  seye, 
That  Walter  was  no  fool,  though  that  him  lest 
To  chaunge  his  wyf ;  for  it  was  for  the  best. 

For  sche  is  faii-er,  as  thay  demen  alle, 
Than  is  Grisild,  and  more  tender  of  age, 
And  fairer  fruyt  bitwen  hem  schulde  falle^ 
And  more  plesaunt  for  hir  high  lynage, 
Hir  brother  eek  so  fair  was  of  visage, 


1  Htrl.  MS.  n*d»/eynyng,  eridently  by  mistake  s  Petnith*f  i 
*K«qne  in  hoe  unqumm  ftiUgabor»* 
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lliat  hem  to  seen  the  peple  hath  caught  pleflaunee^ 
Comending  now  the  marquis  govemaunce. 

O  stormy  poeple,  unsad  and  ever  untrewe^ 
And  undiscret,  and  chnunging  as  a  fane, 
Delytjng^  ever  in  rombei  that  is  newe, 
For  lik  the  moone  ay  wax  ye  and  wane; 
Ay  fill  of  clappyng,  dere  y-nough  a  jane,' 
Youre  doom  is  his,  your  constaunce  yvdi  proTitb* 
A  ful  gret  fool  is  he  that  on  yow  leerith. 

Thus  sayde  saad  folke  in  that  citee, 
Whan  that  the  poeple  gased  up  and  doun; 
For  thay  were  glad  right  for  the  novelte. 
To  have  a  newe  lady  of  her  tounl 
No  more  of  this  now  make  I  mendoun. 
But  to  Grisildes  agayn  wol  I  me  dresse, 
And  telle  hir  constanoe,  and  her  busyneasa 

Ful  busy  was  Grisild  in  every  thing. 
That  to  the  feste  was  appertineut; 
Bight  nought  was  sche  abaL^ht  of  hir  clothings 
Though  it  were  ruyde,  and  som  del  eek  to-rent, 
But  with  glad  cheer  to  the  gate  is  sche  went^ 
With  other  folk,  to  griete  the  marquisesse, 
And  after  that  doth  fortli  her  busynessa 

With  so  glad  chier  his  gestes  sche  receyreth^ 
And  so  oonnjmgly  everich  in  his  degre, 
That  no  defaute  no  man  apercey vcth. 
But  ay  thay  wondren  what  sche  might  be^ 
That  in  so  pover  array  was  for  to  se, 
And  couthe  such  honour  and  reverence, 
And  worthily  thay  prayse  hir  prudence. 

In  all  this  mene  while  sche  ne  stent 
This  mayde  and  eek  hir  brother  to  comende 
With  al  hir  hert  in  ful  buxom'  entent, 

1  Hftri.  HS.,  detyntfng, 
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Bo  wdy  tbai  no  maxi  couiLe  hir  pris  amende; 
Bat  atte  last  wlian  tbat  these  lordes  wende 
To  sitte  doim  to  mete,  he  gan  to  calle 
Grifiild,  as  ache  was  biuy  in  his  halla 

*  Grisyld,'  quod  he,  as  it  were  in  his  play, 

*  How  likith  the  mj  wif  and  hir  beautef 

*  Kight  wel,  my  lord/  quod  sdie, '  for  in  good  fay, 
A  fairer  saugh  I  never  noon  than  sehe. 

I  pray  to  God  give  hir  proqpexite; 

And  so  hope  !» that  he  wol  to  yow  sends 

Plesaunce  y-nongh  unto  your  lyves  ende. 

*  On  thing  warn  I  yow  and  biseke  also^ 
That  ye  ne  prike  with  no  tormentynge 
This  tendre  mayden,  as  ye  have  do  mo  ;^ 
For  sche  is  fostrid  in  hir  norischinge 
More  tendrdy,  and  to  my  supposynge 
Sche  oouthe  not  adversite  endure^ 

As  oouthe  a  pore  fostrid  creature.* 

And  whan  this  Walter  saugh  hir  padence^ 
Hir  glade  cheer,  and  no  malice  at  al. 
And  he  so  oft  had  doon  to  hir  offence^ 
And  sche  ay  sad  and  constant  as  a  wal, 
Gontinuyng  ever  hir  innocence  over  al. 
This  sturdy  marquys  gan  his  herte  drMsa 
To  rewen  upon  hir  wyfly  stedefastnesseu 

*  Tlus  is  y-nough,  Grisilde  myn,*  quod  he^ 
'  Be  now  no  more  agast,  ne  y vel  apayed. 

I  have  thy  fdth  and  thy  benignite, 
As  wel  as  ever  womman  was,  assayed 
In  gret  estate,  and  propreliche  arrayed ; 
l^>w  knowe  I,  dere  wyf,  thy  stedefastnesse;* 
And  hir  in  armes  took,  and  gan  hir  kesse. 

And  sche  for  wonder  took  of  it  no  keepe; 
Sche  herde  not  what  thing  he  to  hir  8ayd% 
Sche  ferd  as  sche  bad  stert  out  of  a  sleepe, 


1  [TiM  word  *mo'  means  *  other*,*  ft  detlc»to  wvy  of  Mifinff  'anotlMT. 
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Til  Bche  out  of  hir  masidnesse  abrajda 

*  Grisild,'  quod  he,  *  by  God  that  for  us  dcyde. 
Thou  art  mj  vryf,  ne  noon  other  I  haye, 

Ne  never  had,  as  God  my  soule  save. 

'  This  is  my  doughter,  which  thou  hast  suppoeied 
To  be  my  wif ;  that  other  £iithfully 
Schal  be  myn  heir,  as  I  have  ay  purposed; 
Thow  bar  hem  in  thy  body  treweiy. 
At  Bolojme  have  I  kept  him  prively; 
Tak  hem  agayn,  for  now  maistow  not  seye, 
That  thou  hast  lorn  noon  of  thy  children  tweye. 

*  And  folk,  that  other  weyes  han  seyd  of  me, 
I  warn  hem  wel,  that  I  have  doon  this  deede 
For  no  malice,  ne  for  no  cruelte. 
But  for  tassaye  in  the  thy  wommanhede; 
And  not  to  slen  my  children,  (God  forbede!) 
But  for  to  kepe  hem  prively  and  stille, 
Til  I  thy  purpos  knewe  and  al  thy  wiL' 

Whan  sche  this  herd,  aswoned  doun  sche  fiJlith 
For  pitous  joy,  and  after  her  swownyng 
Sche  bothe  hur  yonge  children  to  hir  callith. 
And  in  hir  armes  pitously  wepyng 
Embraseth  hem,  and  tenderly  kissyn^ 
Fnl  lik  a  moder  with  hir  salte  teris 
Sohe  bathis  bothe  hir  visage  and  hir  eeris. 

O,  such  a  pitous  thing  it  was  to  see 
Her  swownyng,  and  hir  humble  vols  to  heere  I 

*  GraufU  mercy f  lord,  God  thank  it  yow,'  qnod  iche^ 
'  That  ye  han  saved  me  my  children  deere.^ 

Now  rek  I  never  to  be  deed  right  heere^ 
Sith  I  stond  in  your  love  and  in  your  graoe^ 
No  fors  of  deth,  ne  whan  my.  spirit  pace. 
'  O  tender  deere  yonge  children  myne, 
Youre  woful  moder  wende  stede&stly, 
That  oruel  houndes  or  som  foul  vennynt 


THl  CLBRXXa  TAXJi.  419 

fiad  eten  jow;  but  Ood  of  his  mercy, 

And  joar  benigne  fader  tenderly 

Hath  doon  yow  kepe.'    And  in  that  same  stoandt 

Al  Bodeinly  sche  swapped  doun  to  grounde. 

And  in  hir  swough  so  sadly  holdith  ache 
Hir  children  tuo,  whan  sche  gan  hem  tembmoe, 
That  with  gret  sleight  and  gret  difficulte 
The  children  from  her  arm  they  gonne  araoe. 
O !  many  a  teer  on  many  a  pitoos  face 
Bonn  ran  of  hem  that  stooden  hir  bisyde, 
Unnethe  abotite  hir  mighte  thay  abyde. 

Waltier  hir  gladith,  and  hir  sorwe  slaikitih, 
Sche  lysith  up  abaisshed  from  hir  traunce^ 
And  every  wight  hir  joy  and  feste  makith. 
Til  sche  hath  caught  as^yn  her  continaunoe. 
Wauter  hir  doth  so  faithfully  plesaunce^ 
That  it  was  daynte  to  see  the  cheere 
Bitwix  hem  tuo,  now  thay  be  met  in  feera 

These  ladys,  whan  that  thay  her  tyme  say, 
Han  taken  hir,  and  into  chambre  goon, 
And  strippe  hir  out  of  hir  rude  anay. 
And  in  a  cloth  of  gold  that  brighte  schon. 
With  a  coroun  of  many  a  riche  stoon 
Upon  hir  heed,  thay  into  halle  hir  brought; 
And  ther  sche  was  honoured  as  hir  onghtb 

Thus  hath  this  pitous  day  a  blisful  ende ; 
For  every  man  and  womman  doth  his  might 
This  day  in  mirth  and  revel  to  despende, 
Til  on  the  welken  schon  the  sterres  bright; 
For  more  solempne  in  every  mannes  sight 
This  feste  was,  and  gretter  of  costage. 
Than  was  the  revel  of  hir  manage. 

Ful  many  a  yer  in  heigh  prosperite 
Lyven  these  tuo  in  concoiid  and  in  rest, 
And  richeliche  his  doughter  maried  he 
Unto  a  lord,  on  of  the  worthiest 
Of  al  Ytaile,  and  thanne  in  pees  and  reet 

2  s  a 
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Hm  wjres  fader  in  hia  court  be  kepitli, 
Til  that  the  soule  out  of  his  body  crepith 

His  solid  succedith  in  his  heritage, 
In  rest  and  pees,  after  his  fader  daj; 
And  fortunat  was  eek  in  manage, 
Al  put  he  not  his  wyf  in  gret  assay. 
This  world  is  not  so  strong,  it  is  no  naj, 
As  it  hath  ben  in  olde  tymes  yore, 
And  herknith,  what  this  anctor  saith  therforsi 

This  story  is  sayd,  not  for  that  wyres  scholde 
Folwe  Grisild,  as  in  humilite. 
For  it  were  importable,  though  thay  wolde; 
But  for  that  every  wight  in  his  degre 
Sohulde  be  constant  in  adveraite. 
As  was  Grisild,  therfore  Petrark  writeth 
This  story,  which  with  high  stile  he  enditeth. 

For  sith^  a  womman  was  so  pacient 
XTnto  a  mortal  man,  wel  more  us  oughte 
Beoeyven  al  in  gre  that  God  ns  sent. 
For  gret  skil  is  he  prove  that  he  wroughte, 
But  he  ne  temptith  no  man  that  he  boughte,* 
As  saith  seint  Jame,  if  ye  his  pistil  rede; 
He  provith  folk  al  day,  it  is  no  drede; 

^d  sufiriih  us,  as  for  our  exercise^ 
With  soharpe  scourges  of  advendte 
Ful  ofte  to  be  bete  in  sondry  wise; 
Nought  for  to  knowe  oure  wille,  for  certes  he, 
£r  we  were  bom,  knew  al  our  f relte ; 
And  for  oure  best  is  al  his  govemauuoe; 
Let  us  thanne  lyve  in  vertuous  suffiuunce. 

But  oo  word,  iordes,  herkneth  er  I  go: 
It  were  ful  hard  to  fynde  now  a  dayes 
As  Grisildes  in  al  a  toun  thre  or  tuo; 
For  if  that  thay  were  put  so  such  assayei^ 
The  gold  of  hem  hath  now  so  badde  aJayes 


»HMi.Ma.»iw<i*    TtemdiBfia  lMtoactlsttutt«rth«LMad.Xa 
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With  bnus  tbat  though  the  oqyn  be  fair  at  j% 
It  wolde  rather  brent  in  tuo  than  plye. 

For  which  beer,  for  the  wyves  love  of  Bather— 
WhoB  lyf  and  alle  of  hir  accte  God  meyntene 
In  high  maistry,  and  ellea  were  it  scathe, — 
I  wil  with  losty  herte  freisch  and  grene. 
Say  yow  a  long  to  glade  yow,  I  wene; 
And  lat  na  atynt  of  emeatftd  matiere. 
Herknith  my  song,  tbat  aaith  in  thia  maaere; 


GRISILD  ia  deed,  and  eek  bur  padence^ 
And  bothe  at  oones  buried  in  Itayle ; 
For  whiche  I  ciye  in  open  audience^ 
Ko  weddid  man  so  hardy  be  to  aaaayle 
Hia  wyvea  fiacienoe,  in  hope  to  fynde 
OriaildeBy  for  in  certeyn  be  schal  fiiyle. 

O  noble  wyves,  ful  of  heigh  prudence^ 
Let  noon  humilite  your  tonges  nayle; 
Ne  lat  no  clerk  have  cauae  or  diligence 
To  write  of  yow  a  stoiy  of  such  merrayle^ 
Aa  of  Grisildea  pacient  and  kynde, 
Lest  Chichivache'  yow  swolwe  in  hir  entnile. 

Folwith  eccoy  that  holdith  no  ailence, 
But  ever  answereth  at  the  countretayle ;  r    A-  ^  ^^ 

I  Iltthe  Jfn^^ye,  Chaucer  seeraB  to  indemniiy  himself  for  bto  pfttKnt 
Adoption  of  retrarch  in  the  forefoing  Ulc,  1^  giving  the  rrini  to  his 
•baracteriitic  wit  and  irony. 

'  Tlie  allusioa  is  to  the  sut^ect  of  an  old  liallad,  still  preserved  in 
theHS.  Uarl.,»5i,fol.  27o,b.  It  is  a  kind  of  Pageant,  in  which 
two  beasts  are  introduced,  called  Bifoome  nnd  ChkkcvacM.  The  former 
la  supposed  to  feed  upon  obedient  husbands,  and  tlie  latter  upon 
patient  wires ;  and  the  humour  of  the  piece  consists  in  representing 
Byoome  as  pampered  with  a  ku peril uity  of  food,  and  Chichevache  as 
balf-starved.    The  name  CTiichevaclie  is  Krench,  rooca  /xirea.—- T. 

Tjrwhitt  is  ia  error  in  calling  the  ballad  a  Tafreant.  It  is  a  set  of 
verses  intended  Jo  be  inscribed  on  a  tapestry  representing  the  two 
beasts.  Iliere  is  a  broaiiside  woodcut  of  them  in  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries*  Ubrary.  For  a  poem  by  Lydgatc  on  this  subject,  see 
L^dgate's  Minor  roems, edited  by  Ur.  Ualiiwell  for  the  Fcrcy  Sodet/. 
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Beth  Aougbt  bjdaffed  for  your  innocence^    />*«.</  ^ 
But  Bcbarply  tak  oo  jow  the  govemayle ; 
Empryntith  wel  this  lessoun  on  your  mynde^ 
For  comun  profyt,  sith  it  may  avayle. 

Te  ftrchewyves^  stondith  at  defcns,  ^ 

Syn  yel)en  strong,  as  is  a  greet  chamayle^ 
Ne  snffre  not  that  men  yow  don  ofiens. 
And  sclendre  wyres,  felle  as  in  batayle, 
Beth  egre  as  is  a  tyger  yond  in  Inde; 
Ay  clappith  as  a  mylle,  I  yow  counsaile. 

Ne  drede  hem  not,  do  hem  no  reyerenoa, 
For  though  thin  housbond  armed  be  in  mayle, 
The  arwes  of  thy  crabbid  eloquence^ 
Schal  perse  his  brest,  and  eek  his  adyentayle: 
In  gelousy  I  rede  eek  thou  him  bynde, 
And  ihou  schalt  make  him  couche  as  doth  a  quayle^ 

If  thou  be  fair,  ther  folk  ben  in  prosenoe 
Schew  thou  thy  visage  and  thin  apparaile; 
If  thou  be  foul,  be  fre  of  thy  despense, 
To  gete  the  frendes  do  ay  thy  trayayle; 
Be  ay  of  dder  as  light  as  lef  on  lynde, 
And  let  hem  care  and  wepe,  and  wiyng  and  wayle.' 


THE  FBOLOGB  OF  THE  MARCHAUNDES  TALE. 

t  TT7EPYNG  and  wailyng,  care  and  other  sorwe 

'  '     I  knowe  y-nough,  bothe  on  even  and  on  morwe/ 
Quod  the  Marchaund,  '  and  so  doon  other  mo, 
That  weddin  ben;  I  trowe  that  it  be  so. 


leM  m  ftimc  uf  ilitttoa  that  trill  -wwitw^  th% 
fiMtor  iif-Drrawi.     [*Ahd  eek  his  adv«nt»yle*  meun  'and  Cfen  bte 

helmet.*  Ia  will  brobe  liU  head,  howeTcr  moarelT  pniteetad.— W.  W.  &] 
>  Tyrwhitt  atfttw  that  In  aoiiM  JCS6.  the  foUowinc  itaaia  ia  latmt* 

•  Thia  worthf  elerk.  when  ended  waa  hia  tale, 
Oire  hoate  aaid  and  swore  by  ooekea  I 
Me  were  lever  than  a  banel  «f  ale 


/  t^  V      *.-.'- r     ,?/■,;.«.      /C    ^#"f*r#>.^     /Af  i  *- 


*''>'f^'>f 
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For  wd  I  woot  it  iareth  so  with  ma 

I  have  a  wyf ,  the  worste  that  maj  b^ 

Fop  though  the  feend  to  hir  y-ooujUed 

8ohe  wold  him  oyermacche  I  dar  wel  swera 

What  schuld  I  yow  reherse  in  upecial 

Hir  high  malioel  ache  is  a  schrewe  at  bL 

Ther  is  a  long  and  a  large  difierenoe 

Betwix  Grisildes  grete  padence, 

And  of  my  wyf  the  paasyng  cmelte. 

Were  I  unbounden,  al  so  mot  I  the» 

I  wolde  never  eft  come  in  the  snarOi 

We  weddid  men  lyve  in  sorwe  and  car^ 

Assay  it  who  so  wil,  and  he  schal  fynde 

That  I  say  soth,  by  seint  Thomas  of  Inde^ 

As  for  the  more  part»  I  say  not  alle; 

God  schUde  that  it  scholde  so  byialle. 

A!  good  sir  host,  I  have  y-weddid  be 

Thise  monethcs  tuo,  and  more  not,  parde; 

And  yit  I  trowe  that  he,  that  al  his  l3rve 

Wyfles  hath  ben,  though  that  men  wold  him  rive 

XTnto  the  hert,  ne  couthe  in  no  manere 

Tellen  so  moche  sorwe,  as  I  now  heere 

Couthe  telle  of  my  wyfes  cursednesse.' 

*Now,'  quod  our  ost, '  Marchaunt,  so  God  yowblcsse! 
Sin  ye  so  moche  knowen  of  that  art, 
Ful  hertily  tellith  us  a  part* 
'  Gladly,'  quod  he, '  but  of  myn  oughne  sore 
For  sory  hert  I  telle  may  na  more.* 

My  wyf  »t  home  hid  herd  thii  Icgnd «mi: 

Thii  is  ft  gcntil  Ule  for  the  nonet. 

As  to  my  purpos,  wiste  ye  my  wUle, 

But  thing  that  wol  not  be,  let  It  be  etIUe.* 
If  th«M  line*  be  Chauccrt,  they  can  be  considered  only  m§  ft  fragment 
SlnTnLThed  pi!ilogue  ihich  he afterwftrds cancelled.  Heha,  m«da 
ie  of  the  aame  thought  In  the  prolo^e  which  <;^"f  f^«  J''^  j'^^^*  * 
Tak  with  the  TaU  of  Mdibcti$.  3Ir.  Wright  say.  that  *««>'"« ^^S& 
t^TOOlogue  given  in  the  text  is  omitted,  and  in  others  a  diffeiioit  pro- 
loJu?u1^en,  wd  the  Oerk^s  TMU  is  in  some  followed  by  the  /Tn^e- 
J^  The  prologue  and  arrancreineut  of  the  Harl.  MS.,  as  given  la 
the  taxi,  are,  howerer,  avldently  the  gesBiDC  onea. 
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[The  earliest  form  in  which  this  tale  has  been  preserred  is  a 
Latin  iable  bj  Adulphus,  written  about  131^  containing  the 
adventure  of  the  pear-tree.  There  is  also  a  Latin  prose 
Tersion  in  the  Appendix  to  JEtop^s  Fables,  printed  in  Cbe 
15th  century.  Mr.  Wright  has  republished  both  these  pieces 
in  his  Latin  SUnies.  Chaucer,  in  all  probability,  derived  Uie 
subject  from  a  French  fabliau  older  than  either;  enricfaiDg 
his  original,  as  usual,  with  his  own  wit,  and  with  tliose 
graphic  pictures  of  manners  which  confer  upon  this  tale  a 
particular  value.  Pope's  modem  version,  January  and  May, 
is  familiar  to  all  readers.  The  introduction  of  Pluto  and 
Proseipine  as  the  King  and  Queen  of  '  Faerie,'  Tyrwhttt 
believes  to  belong  exclusively  to  Chaucer.  On  this  point 
generaUj,  see  page  335,  notes  x  and  2.] 

'ITT'HILOM  ther  was  dwellyng  in  Lombardy 
^^    A  worthy  knight,  that  bom  waa  of  Pavj, 
In  which  he  lyved  in  gret  prosperite; 
And  fonrty  yer  a  wifles  man  waa  he, 
And  folwed  ay  his  bodily  delyt 
On  wommen,  ther  as  was  his  appetyt, 
Ab  doon  these  fooles  that  ben  aeculere.* 
And  whan  that  he  was  passed  sixty  yere^* 
Were  it  for  holyness  or  for  dotage, 
I  can  not  say,  but  such  a  gret  corrage 
Hadde  this  knight  to  ben  a  weddid  man. 
That  day  and  night  he  doth  al  that  he  can 
Taspye  wher  that  he  mighte  weddid  be; 
Praying  our  Lord  to  graunte  him,  that  he 

I  Thif  Is,  perhspt,  ironlcal»  uttered  with  n  ilf  gUnoe  st  the  Beak, 
frcre,  and  other  priests  who  were  present ;  otherwise  the  propriety  of 
the  expression  in  the  mouth  of  the  merch  vit,  himself  a  secular  person, 
is  not  apparent. 

'  The  reading  In  the  text  is  talcen  fhmi  the  Lsasd.  MS.,  in  prefer* 
enee  to  that  of  the  Harl.  MS.,  which  gives  the  age  as  xl.,  prohably 
a  transposition  of  Ix.  The  knii^ht,  it  seems,  was  wlfeleii  ftr  tety 
yean  after  the  araal  time  of  marriage    abont  twenty. 


•  TBS  UAiicaAumn  talk.  436 

Might  oones  knowen  of  that  bliaful  lif 

That  is  bitwix  an  housbond  and  his  wy^ 

And  for  to  lyve  under  that  holy  bond 

With  which  God  first  man  to  woinman  bond. 

*  Noon  other  lif/  sajd  he, '  is  worth  a  bene; 

For  wedlok  is  so  holy  and  so  clene^ 

That  in  this  world  it  is  a  paradis.' 

Thus  sayd  this  olde  knight^  that  was  so  wja. 

And  certeinly,  as  soth  as  God  is  king, 

To  take  a  wyf  it  ^  is  a  glorious  thing, 

And  namely  whan  a  man  is  old  and  boor. 

Than  is  a  wyf  the  fruyt  of  his  tresor;' 

Than  schuld  he  take  a  yong  wif  and  a  fiiir. 

On  which  he  might  engendre  him  an  hair^ 

And  lede  his  lyf  in  mirthe  and  solace^ 

VHieras  these  bachileres  synge  alias, 

Whan  that  thay  fynde  eny  adversita 

In  loTe,  which  is  but  childes  Tanite. 

And  trewely  it  ait  wel  to  be  so^ 

That  bachilers  have  ofte  peyne  and  wo; 

On  brutil  ground  thay  bulde,  and  brutdness* 

Thay  fynde,  whan  thay  wene  sikemesse; 

Thay  lyve  but  as  a  bnd  other  as  a  beat^ 

In  liberte  and  under  noon  arrest; 

Ther  as  a  weddid  man,  in  his  estate^ 

Lyvith  his  lif  blisful*  and  ordinate, 

Under  the  yok  of  manage  i-bounde ; 

Wel  may  his  herte  in  joye  and  bliase  abounds; 

For  who  can  be  so  buxom  as  a  wyfl 

Who  is  so  trewe  and  eek  so  ententyf 

To  kepe  him,  seek  and  hool,  as  is  his  maket 

For  wele  or  woo  sche  wol  him  not  iorsake. 


>  il  Is  ftdopted  from  Tyrwhitt,  being  neoeasary  for  th«  metre. 
*  All  the  knight'i  reasong  for  merriage  are  purposely  made  ridlen- 
lous ;  for  no  one  woald  desire  to  have  a  wife  who  was  the  *  froit  of  hif 
treame*— 'thAt  la  to  say,  who  had  married  him  fcr  money, 
s  Harl.US.,kM%. 
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Scbe  is  not  -wery  him  to  love  and  serve, 
Theigb  that  he  lay  bedred  til  that  he  stenre^ 
And  yet  som  clerkes  seyn  it  is  not  so, 
Of  whiche  Theofrast  is  oon  of  tho. 
What  fors  though  Theofrast  liste  lye  I 
Ne  take  no  wif,  quod  he,  for  housbondrye,* 
As  ft>r  to  spare  in  houshold  thy  dispense; 
A  trewe  servaunt  doth  more  diligence 
Thy  good  to  kepe,  than  thin  oughne  wi^ 
For  Bche  wol  clayme  half  part  in  al  hir  U£ 
And  if  that  thou  be  seek,  so  God  me  save, 
Thyne  verray  frendes  or  a  trewe  knave 
Wol  kepe  the  bet  than  ache  that  waytith  ay 
After  thy  good,  and  hath  doon  many  a  day. 
And  if  tibat  thou  take  a  wif,  be  war 
Of  oon  peril,  which  declare  I  ne  dar.' 

This  entent,  and  an  hundrid  sithe  wors, 
Writith  this  man,  ther  God  his  bones  curs. 
Bat  take  no  keep  of  al  such  vanite; 
jyeSy  Theofrast,  and  hcrkne  me. 
A  wy{  is  Goddcs  gifte  verrayly ; 
Al  other  maner  giftes  hardily, 
As  landes,  rentes,  pasture,  or  comune. 
Or  other  moeblis,  ben  gifties  of  fortune, 
That  passen  as  a  schadow  on  a  waL 
But  dred  not^  if  I  playnly  telle  schal, 
A  wyf  wil  last  and  in  thin  hous  endure, 
Wei  lenger  than  the  lust  peradventure. 
Mariage  is  a  ful  gret  sacrament^ 
He  wMch  hath  no  wif  I  hold  him  schent; 


I  What  fblloWB,  to  the  Une  be^lnnlnff '  After  thf  good.'  te..  te  tak«a 
from  Theophrastufl,  L&er  Aurtoku,  quoted  bf  Jerome. 

s  Of  these  two  lines  there  are  many  versions  in  the  dUTereBt  MSft. 
Tynrhitt  omits  them  aitogether,  and  thinks  that,  eren  if  genuine, 
they  were  intended  as  the  opening  oC  m  new  argnment,  which  Chancer 
•ftowards  cancelled. 

*  Epbea.  t.  32.  The  difference  between  oar  Tenlon  and  tha  Ynlgmte, 
whieh  Chaucer  follows,  arises  from  the  ambiguity  of  the  original  word* 
,  which  li  translated  by  tha  I<atin  1 
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He  lyveth  helplea^  and  is  al  desolate 
(I  speke  of  folk  in  secoler*  estaleV 
And  herken  why,  I  say  not  this  for  nonghti 
That  womman  is  for  mannes  help  i-wroaghl 
The  heighe  Crod,  whan  he  had  Adam  maked, 
And  saugh  him  al  aloone  body  naked, 
Crod  of  his  grete  goodnes  sayde  thanne^ 
Let  lis  now  make  an  helpe  to  this  manne 
Lyk  to  himself;  and  than  he  made  Ere. 
Her  may  ye  see,  and  here  may  ye  preye^ 
That  wyf  is  maanes  help  and  his  oomfor^ 
His  paradis  terrestre  and  his  desport 
So  buxom  and  so  vertuous  is  ache, 
Thay  mosten  neede  lyre  in  unite; 
O  fleisch  thay  ben,  and  on  blood,  as  I  gesse^ 
Have  but  oon  hert  in  wele  and  in  distressei 

A  wyf!  a!  seinte  Mary,  henediciUf 
How  might  a  man  have  eny  advcrsite 
That  hath  a  vrji'l  certes  I  can  not  say. 
The  joye  that  is  betwixen  hem  tway 
Ther  may  no  tonge  telle  or  herte  think. 
If  he  be  pore,  ache  helplth  him  to  swynk; 
Sche  kepith  his  good,  and  wastith  never  a  del; 
And  al  that  her  housbond  list,  sche  likith  it  wel ; 
Sche  saith  nought  oones  nay,  whan  he  saith  ye; 
Do  this,  saith  he;  al  redy,  sir,  saith  sche. 

O  blisful  ordre,  o  wedlok  precious! 
Thou  art  so  mery,  and  eek  so  vertuou% 
And  so  comendid,  and  approved  eek, 
That  every  man  that  holt  him  worth  a  leek^ 
Upon  his  bare  knees  ought  al  his  lyf 
Thanken  his  God,  that  him  hath  sent  a  wif. 
Or  pray  to  God  oon  him  for  to  sende 
To  be  with  him  unto  his  lyves  ende. 
For  than  his  l3rf  is  set  in  sikemesse; 
He  may  not  be  deceyved,  as  I  gesse, 

1  Tb«  knight  means  to  ut/,  *  I  do  not  mean  t*  applj  tbb  to  tbt 
%\ttgft  but  to  tbe  laity— 'to  lecalat  penons.' 
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So  that  he  worche  after  hia  wyfes  red ; 
Than  may  be  boldelj  here  up  his  heed^ 
Thaj  beu  so  trewe,  and  also  so  wyse. 
For  whiche,  if  thou  wolt  do  as  the  wyse^ 
Do  alwaj  so,  as  womman  wol  the  rede. 
Lo  how  that  Jacob,  as  the  clerkes  rede. 
By  good  oounseil  of  his  moder  Bebecke^ 
Band  the  kydes  skyn  about  his  nekke; 
For  which  his  fader  benesoun  he  wan.^ 
Lo  Judith,  as  the  story  telle  can, 
By  wys  oounseil  sche  Goddes  poepel  kepty 
And  slough  him  OUphemus  whil  he  slept. 

Lo  Abygaille,'  by  ^ood  counseil  how  sche 
Savyd  hir  housbond  Nabal,"  whan  that  he 
Schold  han  ben  slayn.     And  loke,  Hester  alio* 
By  good  oounseil  delivered  out  of  wo 
The  poeple  of  God,  and  made  him  Mardoche 
Of  Assuere  enhaunsed  for  to  be. 
Ther  nys  no  thing  in  gre  superlatif 
(As  saith  Senec)*  above  an  humble  wy£ 
Suffice  thy  wyves  tonge,  as  Catoun*  byt, 
Bche  schal  comaunde,  and  thou  schalt  suffine  it» 
And  yit  sche  wil  obeye  of  curtesye. 

A  wif  is  keper  of  thin  housbondiye : 
WA  may  the  sike  man  wayle  and  wepe^ 
Ther  as  ther  is  no  wyf  the  hous  to  kepe. 
I  wame  the,  if  wisely  thou  wilt  wirche. 
Love  wel  thy  wyf,  as  Crist  loveth  his  ohirche/ 
If  thou  lovest  thiself,  thou  lovest  thy  wy£ 
No  man  hatith  his  flcissch,  but  in  his  lif 

I  Oca.  zxviL  *  i  Sum.  zr. 

i  Hart.  MS.,  A'aooft,  •  mere  clerical  error. 

4  Heri.  MS.,  for  Hester  dUo^  reads  after  al$o,  and  Ibr  Mardodk,  JAi»* 
4oeket  Imt  th«e  are  obvionvly  clerical  enon. 

•  iVrwhitt  informs  us  that  in  the  margin  Of  MS.  C.  I.,  b  ftren  this 
quotation  ftom  Seneca : — *  Sicut  nihil  eat  mperina  benlgnA  emingt,  ita 
nihil  est  emdeliiis  infest!  muliere.* 

•  The  mom  de  guerre  of  the  compiler  of  the  JDUHd^  a  well-known 
nedlsBTal  collection  of  aphorisms.  The  passage  is  given  in  the  marpin  oi 
M8.C.L}— ^Uxorislingnam,aifhigiest,£Bfi«flMBunto.'        7  Ephee.^ 
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He  fo8tritli  it,  and  therfore  vame  I  the 
Cheriash  tlij  wyf,  or  thou  schalt  never  the^ 
Housbond  and  wif,  what  so  men  jape  or  plejre^ 
Of  worldly  folk  holden  the  righte  weye; 
Thay  ben  so  knyt,  ther  may  noon  harm  by^de^ 
And  nameliche  upon  the  wyves  syda. 
For  which  this  January,  of  which  I  tolde^ 
Considered  hath  inwith  his  dayes  olda 
The  lusty  lif,  the  Tertuous  quiete^ 
That  is  in  manage  honey-«wete. 

And  for  his  frendes  on  a  day  he  sente 
To  tellen  hem  theffect  of  his  entent. 
With  face  sad,  he  hath  hem  this  tale  told; 
He  sayde, '  Frendes,  I  am  hoor  and  old, 
And  almost  (Grod  woot)  at  my  pittes  brinks^* 
Upon  my  soule  som  what  most  I  thynke. 
I  have  my  body  folily  dispendid. 
Blessed  be  God  that  it  schal  be  amendid; 
For  I  wil  be  certeyn  a  weddid  man. 
And  that  anoon  in  al  the  hast  I  can, 
Unto  som  mayde,  fair  and  tender  of  age. 
I  pray  yow  helpith  for  my  manage 
Al  sodeynly,  for  I  wil  not  abyde; 
And  I  wil  fonde  tespien  on  my  tyde^ 
To  whom  I  may  be  weddid  hastily. 
But  for  als  moche  as  ye  ben  mo  tiian  I, 
Ye  schul  rather  such  a  thing  aspien 
Than  I,  and  wher  me  lust  l^te  to  allien. 
But  oo  thing  wame  I  yow,  my  frendes  deer«^ 
I  wol  noon  old  wyf  have  in  no  manere ; 
Sche  schal  not  passe  sixtene  yer  oertayn. 
Old  fisch  and  young  fleisch,  that  wold  I  have  ful  fayik 
Bet  is/  quod  he,  '  a  pyk  than  a  pikerell. 
And  bet  than  olde  boef  is  the  tendre  veL 
I  wil  no  womman  twenty  yer  of  age, 
It  nys  but  bene-straw  and  gret  forage. 

>  At  Um  brink  of  aj  frnvt. 
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And  eek  these  olde  wydewes  (God  it  voot) 
Thay  can  so  moche  craft  of  Wades*  boot, 
So  moche  broken  harm  whan  that  hem  list, 
That  vith  hem  schuld  I  never  Ijven  in  rest 
For  sondry  scolis  maken  subtil  clerkes ; 
Womman  of  many  a  scole'  half  a  clerk  is. 
But  certeyn,  a  yong  thing  may  men  gye, 
Bight  as  men  may  warm  wax  with  hondes  plya 
Wherfor  I  say  yow  plenerly  in  a  clause, 
I  wil  noon  old  wyf  han  nght  for  that  cause. 
For  if  so  were  I  hadde  so  meschaunce. 
That  I  in  hir  ne  couthe  have  no  plesaunce, 
Then  scLold  I  lede  my  lyf  in  advoutrie, 
And  go  streight  to  the  devel  whan  I  dye. 
Ke  cL^dren  schuld  I  noon  upon  hir  geten; 
Tet  were  me  lever  houndes  had  me  eten. 
Than  tliat  m3m  heritat^  schulde  falle 
In  straunge  hond;  and  thus  I  telle  yow  alia. 
I  donte  not,  I  wot  the  cause  why 
Men  scholde  wedde;  and  forthermor  woot  I, 
Ther  spekith  many  man  of  mariage, 
That  wot  nomore  of  it  than  wot  my  page 
For  whiche  causes  man  schuld  take  a  wy£ 
If  he  ne  may  not  chast  be  by  his  lif/ 
Take  him  a  wif  with  gret  devocioon, 
Bycause  of  lawful  procreacioun 

I  I^Twhitt,  after  quoting  Speghtt  wordt,  *  Conoernlng  Widt  tad 
hii  bote  called  Guingelot,  as  also  hit  ■trange  exploit!  in  the  tame, 
beeanae  the  matter  is  long  and  fkbuloua,  I  passe  it  over,*  adds,  *  Tsa- 
tamne  rem  tam  ncgligenter  ?'  It  is  curious  tliat  no  history  of  thcas 
eelebrated  adventureii  has  come  down  to  us,  though  so  popular  In  tht 
middle  ages.  Mr.  Wright  says  that  K.  ¥r.  Michel,  in  an  easaf,5«f 
Vadtf  has  collected  all  that  Is  known  of  this  fiunoos  northern  hero. 
He  appears  to  have  been  a  sort  of  Scandinavian  Ulysses,  and  is, 
therefore,  cited  as  an  example  of  craft  and  conning.  See  liidbu  tad 
OtwW<,b.iU:— 

•He  soiige,she  ptoyde.  ha  tolda  a  tnlaof  Wada.* 

•  Hai1.MS.,sMEs. 

1  Thit  aignment,  taken  ttom  the  old  English  AMnls,  li  raCaincd  la 
Iha  exhortation  prefixed  ta  tlia  marriage  lanriee  ia  Um  Hook  «f 
Common  Prayer. 
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Of  chOdrea,  to  thonour  of  God  aboT€^ 
And  not  oonlj  for  paramour  and  for  lore; 
And  for  thay  schulde  leccherye  cschiewe. 
And  jeld  oure  dettcs  whan  that  it  is  due; 
Or  for  that  ilk  man  schulde  helpen  other 
In  meschief,  as  a  suster  schal  the  brother^ 
And  lyve  in  chastite  ful  holil j. 
But,  sires,  bj  jour  leve,  that  am  not  I 
For  God  be  thanked,  I  dar  make  avaunt^ 
I  fele  mj  lemys  stark  and  suffisaunt 
To  doon  al  that  a  man  bilongeth  unto; 
I  wot  my  selve  best  what  I  may  do. 

•  Though  I  be  hoor,  I  fare  as  doth  a  tree, 
Tliat  blossemitb  er  that  the  fruyt  i-waze  be^ 
A  blossemy  tre  is  neither  drye  ne  deed; 
I  fcle  me  no  wher  hoor  but  on  myn  heed. 
Myn  herte  and  al  my  lymes  ben  as  greenet, 
As  laurer  thurgh  the  yeer  is  for  to  seene. 
And  synnes  ye  han  herd  al  myn  entente 
1  pray  yow  to  my  wille  ye  assent,* 

Diverse  men  dirersly  him  tolde 
Of  manage  many  ensamples  olde; 
Bome  blamed  it,  some  praised  it  oertayn; 
But  atte  Iftste,  schortly  for  to  sayii, 
(As  alday  fallith  altercadoun, 
Bitwixe  frendes  in  dispitesoun) 
Ther  fel  a  strif  bitwen  his  bretheren  tuo, 
Of  which  that  oon  was  clepid  Placebo,* 
Justinus  sothly  cleped  was  that  other. 
Placebo  sayde :  *  O  January,  brother, 
Ful  litel  need  had  ye,  my  lord  so  deere, 
Counseil  to  axe  of  eny  that  is  heere; 
But  that  ye  ben  so  ful  of  sapience, 
That  yow  ne  likith  for  your  heigh  prudence 
To  wayve  fro  the  word  of  Salamon. 
This  word,  said  he,  unto  us  eveiychoon : 

1  Ihis  USUI*  iadteates  hii  oompUiMM*.    See  ante,  p.  i7fl^B0Ui. 
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Werk  al  thing  by  counsail,  tbua  sayd  he^ 
And  thanne  schaltow  nought  repente  the. 
But  though  tliat  Salamon  8f>eke  such  a  vot^ 
Mjn  owne  deere  brother  and  my  lord, 
80  wisly  God  bring  my  soule  at  rest,^ 
I  holde  your  oughne  counseil  is  the  hesk 
For,  brother  myn,  of  me  tak  this  rnoti^ 
I  have  now  ben  a  court-man  al  my  lyf. 
And  Ood  wot,  though  that  I  unworthy  b6^ 
I  have  standen  in  ful  gret  degre 
Abouten  lordes  in  ful  high  estat ; 
Yit  had  I  never  with  noon  of  hem  debaat^ 
1  &6Ter  hem  contnuied  trewely. 
I  wot  wel  that  my  lord  can  more  than  I; 
What  that  he  saith,  I  hold  it  ferm  and  stable, 
I  say  the  same,  or  elles  thing  semblable. 
A  ful  gret  fool  is  eny  counselour, 
That  servith  any  lotd  of  high  honour, 
That  dar  presume,  or  oones  thenken  it, 
That  his  counseil  schuld  passe  his  lordes  wit 
Nay,  lordes  ben  no  fooles  by  my  £aiy. 
Te  have  your  self  y- spoken  heer  to  day 
80  heigh  sentens,  so  holly,  and  so  wel. 
That  I  consente,  and  conferme  every  del 
Your  wordes  alle,  and  youre  oppinioun. 
By  Ood  ther  is  no  man  in  al  this  toun 
Ne  in  Ytaile,  couthe  better  have  sayd; 
Orist  holdith  him  of  this  ful  wel  apayd 
And  trewely  it  is  an  heigh  coiTage 
Of  any  man  that  stoi>en  is  in  age, 
To  take  a  yong  vryf,  by  my  fader  kyn; 
Your  herte  hongith  on  a  joly  pyn. 
Doth  now  in  tbis  matier  right  as  yow  leii^ 
For  fynally  I  hold  it  for  the  best* 
Justinus,  that  ay  stille  sat  and  herde, 
Bight  in  this  wise  he  to  Placebo  answerda 

I  HaiL  Xa.  «l  «M  Mrf  rMl,  whieh  voOf  tto 
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*H<rr,  brother  myn,  be  paclent  I  yow  pray, 

SyiiB  ye  have  sayd,  and  horknith  what  I  say: 

Senek  amonges  other  vordea  iryBe 

Saith,  that  a  man  aught  him  wel  avyae, 

To  whom  he  giveth  his  lond  or  hiii  catcL 

And  ayns  I  aught  avyse  me  right  wel, 

To  whom  I  give  my  good  away  fro  me. 

Wel  more  I  aught  adviaed  for  to  be 

To  whom  I  give  my  body ;  for  alwey 

I  warn  yow  wd  it  is  no  childes  ploy 

To  take  a  wyf  withoute  avisemcnt. 

Men  most  enquere  (this  is  myn  aa»int) 

Wher  sche  be  wys,  or  aobre,  or  droiikvlcwa. 

Or  proud,  or  eny  other  way  a  schrewe, 

A  chyder,  or  a  wastour  of  thy  good, 

Or  riche  or  pore,  or  dies  man  is  wood. 

Al  be  it  so,  that  no  man  fynde  schal 

Noon  in  this  worid,  that  trottith  hool  in  nl,* 

Neyther  man,  ne  best,  such  as  men  can  dc\7Hi. 

But  natheles  it  aught  y-nough  suflise 

With  any  wyf,  if  so  were  that  sche  Ladde 

Mo  goode  thewes  than  hir  vices  bad  Jo ; 

And  al  this  askith  Icyscr  to  enquere. 

For  God  woot»  I  have  weped  many  a  tors 

Pul  prively,  syns  I  have  had  a  wyf. 

Prayse  who  so  wil  a  weddid  manues  lit^ 

Oertcs  I  fynd  in  it  but  cost  and  carr, 

And  observaimce  of  alle  blisses  bare. 

And  yit,  God  woot,  myn  neigliebours  abouU^ 

And  namely  of  wommeu  many  a  route, 

Sayn  that  I  have  the  moste  stodefast  wrf, 

And  eek  the  meekest  oon  that  berith  lyf ; 

But  I  woot  best,  wher  wryngith  me  my  scho.* 

Ye  may  for  me  right  as  yow  lisie  do. 

•  ▲  BUfltaplior  flom  honea^  meaning.  No  ironum  l4  wlthoot  favlu. 
J«t  aa  tiiera   li   no  hont  whieli  wiU  trot  pwfocUy   looiid  Ui  aU 


•  Soa  onfc,  p.  |ii»  Mto  4. 
YOL.U  2  r 
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ATjsitli  JGW,  ye  ben  a  man  of  age. 

How  that  ye  entren  into  mariage ; 

And  namly  with  a  yong  wif  and  a  fair. 

By  him  that  made  water,  eorthe,  and  air, 

The  yongest  man,  that  is  in  al  this  routes 

Is  busy  y-nough  to  bring  it  wel  aboute 

To  have  his  wif  alloone,  trustith  me ; 

Te  schul  not  please  hir  fully  yeres  thre^ 

This  is  to  say,  to  doon  hir  ful  plesaunce. 

A  wyf  aidth  ful  many  an  observaunce. 

I  pray  yow  that  ye  be  not  evel  apayd.' 

*  Wel/  quod  this  January,  *  and  hastow  saydt 

Straw  for  thy  Senec,  and  for  thy  proverbisi 

I  oounte  nought  a  panyer  ful  of  herbes 

Of  soole  termes;  wiser  men  than  thow, 

As  I  have  sayd,  assenten  her  right  now 

Unto  my  purpose :  Placebo,  what  say  yet' 

'  I  say  it  is  a  cui^sed  man,"  quod  he, 

'  That  lettith  matrimoigne  sicurly.* 

And  with  that  word  thay  rysen  up  sodeinly. 

And  ben  assented  fully,  that  he  scholde 

Be  weddid  whan  him  lust,  and  wher  he  wolda. 

The  fantasy  and  the  curious  busynesse 
Fro  day  to  day  gan  in  the  soule  impresse 
Of  January  aboute  lus  mariage. 
Many  a  fair  schap,  and  many  a  £dr  visage, 
Ther  passith  thorugh  lus  herte  night  by  nigh^ 
As  who  so  took  a  mirrour  polissched  bright^ 
And  set  it  in  a  comun  market  place, 
Than  schuld  he  se  many  a  figure  pace 
By  his  mirrour;  and  in  the  same  wisse 
Gan  Januaty  in  his  thought  devyse 
Of  maydens,  which  that  dwellid  him  bi^de; 
He  wist  not  where  that  he  might  abyde. 
For  though  that  oon  have  beaute  in  hir  fsoc^ 
Another  stant  so  in  the  poeples  grace 
For  hir  sadness  and  hir  benignite, 
That  of  the  poeple  grettest  vois  hath  scbe; 
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And  8om  were  riche  and  badde  badde  namt . 

Butynathelea,  bitwix  emest  and  gain% 

He  atte  last  appojmted  him  an  ooOy 

And  let  al  other  fro  hia  herte  goon. 

And  ches  hir  of  his  oughne  auotorite^ 

For  love  is  blynd  al  day,  and  may  not  se. 

And  whan  he  was  into  bedde  brought^ 

He  pnrtrajed  in  his  hert  and  in  his  thought 

Hir  freische  beaute,  and  hir  age  tendre^ 

Hir  myddel  smal,  hir  armes  long  and  sclendre^ 

Hir  wise  govemauncey  hir  gentUesse, 

Hir  wommanly  berpig,  and  hir  sadnesse. 

And  whan  that  he  on  hir  was  condescendid. 
Him    thought    his    chois    mighte    nought    be 

amendid: 
For  whan  that  he  himself  oondudid  hadde^ 
Him  thought  ech  other  mannes  witte^  so  badde. 
That  impossible  it  were  to  repplie 
Agayn  his  choys :  this  was  his  fantaaie. 
His  frendes  sent  he  to,  at  his  instaimce. 
And  prayed  hem  to  doon  him  that  plesaunoe^ 
That  hastily  thay  wolde  to  him  oome; 
He  wold  abiigge  her  labour  alle  and  some. 
Nedith  no  more  for  him  to  gon  ne  lyde. 
He  was  appoynted  ther  he  wold  abyde. 
Placebo  cam,  and  eek  his  frendes  soone, 
And  althirfirst  he  bad  hem  alle  a  boone^ 
That  noon  of  hem  noon  argmnentis  make 
Agayn  the  purpos  which  that  he  had  take; 
Which  purpos  was  plesaunt  to  God,  sayd  he^ 
And  verray  ground  of  his  prosperite. 

He  sayd,  ther  was  a  mayden  in  that  toon, 
Which  that  of  beaute  hadde  gret  renoun, 
Al  were  it  so,  sche  were  of  smal  degre, 
Suffisith  him  hir  youthe'  and  hir  beaute  j 


tHarLMS^iByr.  Th«i««diiif  inUwteKtliiltoatlitLaaid  Ml 
sHarl.MS.,*M<Jke. 
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Wbioh  majde^  be  aajd,  he  wold  bare  to  liifl  irj^ 

To  lede  in  ease  and  holinesse  his  lyf ; 

And  thanked  God,  that  he  might  have  hir  a], 

That  no  wight  with  his  blisse  parten  schal; 

And  preyed  hem  to  laboure  in  this  neede^ 

And  schapen  that  he  fidle  not  to  speede. 

For  than  he  sayd,  bis  spirit  was  at  ease ; 

'  Than  is/  qnod  he, '  no  thing  may  me  displease^ 

Save  oon  thing  prUddth  in  my  conscience. 

The  which  I  wil  reherse  in  yonr  presence. 

I  have  herd  sayd,*  quod  he, '  ful  jqre  ago, 

Ther  may  no  man  hare  parfyt  blisses  tao. 

This  is  to  say,  in  erthe  and  eek  in  berene. 

For  thon^  he  kepe  him  fro  the  synnes  serene,* 

And  eek  from  ylk  a  braunche  of  thUke  tre^ 

Tit  is  ther  so  parfyt  felicite 

And  BO  gret  ease  and  lust  in  manage, 

That  erer  I  am  agast  now  in  myn  age^ 

That  I  schal  lede  now  so  mery  a  ly^ 

So  delicat,  witbonte  wo  and  Bteyt, 

That  I  schal  have  myn  beren  in  erthe  beera 

For  sith  that  verrey  beven  is  bought  so  deere 

With  tribulacioun  and  gret  penaunce, 

How  scbuld  I  thanne,  ibat  live  in  such  pleaauiuw 

As  alle  weddid  men  doon  with  her  wyves^ 

Come  to  blisse  ther  Grist  eteme  on  lyve  isl 

This  is  my  drede,  and  ye,  my  bretheren  tweye^ 

AssoOitb  me  this  questioun,  I  yow  preye.* 

Justinus,  which  that  hated  lus  folye^ 
Answerd  anoon  right  in  bis  japerie; 
And  for  be  wold  his  longe  tale  abrigge^ 
He  wolde  noon  aoctorite  alegge^ 
Bat  sayde,  *  Sir,  so  ther  be  noon  obstacle 
Other  than  tUs,  God  of  bis  high  mirade, 
And  of  his  mercy  may  so  for  yow  wirche^ 
That  er  ye  have  yvmr  rigbtes  of  holy  ohirche^ 

ITIM  ttm  dcad^tlat,  flm  mbUk  all  tto  ««ta» 
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T«  maj  repento  of  weddid  nuam«B  Ijl^ 

In  vhich  ye  sayn  ther  is  no  wo'ne  stiyf; 

▲nd  eUb  God  forbede,  but  hb  lento 

A  weddid  man  grace  him  to  repente 

Wei  ofte,  rather  than  a  aengle  man. 

And  therfor,  aire,  the  beste  reed  I  can, 

Dispeire  yow  noughty  but  have  in  yonre  m«mori% 

Peradyenture  she  may  be  your  purgatorie; 

Bche  may  be  Goddea  mene  and  Goddes  wldppe;  . 

Than  achal  your  soule  up  to  heven  skippe 

Swyfter  than  doth  an  arwe  out  of  a  boived 

I  hope  to  God  herafter  you  ahuln  knofre^ 

That  ther  nya  noon  so  gret  fdidte 

In  manage,  ne  nevermor  schal  be^ 

That  you  schal  lette  of  your  savadoun, 

80  that  ye  use,  as  skile  is  and  reaoun. 

The  luatea  of  your  wyf  attemperdyy 

And  that  ye  please  hir  not  to  amorously; 

And  that  ye  kepe  yow  eek  from  other  synnAi 

My  tale  is  doon,  for  my  witt  is  thynne. 

Beth  not  agast  hereof^  my  brother  deerei 

But  let  us  waden  out  of  this  matiere. 

The  yn£  of  Bathe,^  if  ye  han  understonde^ 

Of  manage,  which  ye  ban  now  in  honde. 

Declared  hath  ful  wel  in  litel  space; 

Fareth  now  well,  God  have  yow  in  his  grace.* 

And  with  that  word  this  Justinus  and  his  brother 
Han  tak  her  leve,  and  ech  of  hem  of  other. 
And  whan  they  saugh  that  it  most  needia  be, 
Thay  wroughten  so  by  sleight  and  wys  trete, 
That  sche  this  mayden,  which  that  Mayhus  higlil^ 
As  hastily  as  ever  tliat  sche  might,  • 
Schal  weddid  be  unto  this  Januarie. 
I  trow  it  were  to  longe  yow  to  tarie, 
If  I  yow  tolde  of  every  scrit  and  bond, 
By  which  that  sche  was  feoffed  in  his  lond; 

1  Jiutinai  Is  hera  made  to  fpeak  w  If  b«  hmd  aetuaUj  hMwd  tbt 
ir^^Aitbef  M0,  whieh  had  bees  Jtm  ndtad. 
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Or  for  to  herken  of  hir  riche  airay. 
Bat  finallj  j-comen  is  tliat  day. 
That  to  the  chirche  bothe  ben  thay  went^ 
For  to  recejve  the  holj  sacrament.^ 
Forth  oomth  the  preost,  with  stoole'  about  his  necke^ 
And  bad  hir  be  lik  Sana  and  Kebecke' 
In  wisdom  and  in  trouth  of  manage; 
And  sayd  his  orisonns^  as  is  usage, 
And  crouched^  hem,  and  bad  Grod  schuld  hem  blei 
And  made  al  secur  j-nough  with  holinesse. 
Thus  ben  thay  weddid  with  solempnite; 
And  atte  feste  sittith  he  and  sche 
With  othir  worthy  folk  upon  the  deyea 
Al  fill  of  joy  and  blis  is  the  paleys, 
And  fill  of  instruments,  and  of  vitaile, 
The  moste  deintevous  of  al  Ytaile. 
Bifom  hem  stood  such  instruments  of  soun, 
That  Orpheus,  ne  of  Thebes  Amphioun, 
Ne  maden  never  such  a  melodye. 
At  every  cours  ther  cam  loud  menstralcTe,^ 

^  Either  tbe  sacrunent  of  marriage,  or  the  holj  eoeharist,  which 
WM  then  usually  received  by  the  newly  married,  a  custom  still 
•i^olned  by  the  English  Boole  of  Common  Prayer.  See  rubric  after 
marriage  service. 

s  The  stole  is  a  strip  of  silk,  which  used  formeriy  to  be  richly 
embroidered  and  fringed  at  the  ends,  worn  round  the  neck  with  the 
ends  hanging  down  befSore  by  priests,  and  orer  the  left  shoulder  by 
deacons,  and  is  supposed  to  symbolixe  the '  yoke'  of  Christ. 

*  The  exhortaUon  to  be  like  Sarah  and  Rebecca  is  retained  in  the 
English  service. 

^  He  crouched  them  means  he  made  the  sign  of  the  eroM  ovar 
them.    Thus,  in  Skelton's  CoUn  Cloui,  Ryott  is  represented^ 
'  And  by  hissyde  his  whynarde,  and  his  pouche. 
The  devyll  might  dance  therein  for  any  crouche.' 
Here  crouche  means  a  piece  of  money  marked  with  a  croas,  to  which 
symbol  the  devil  is  supposed  to  have  a  peculiar  antipathy.    The  form 
In  the  SUwdt  Jiomamim  is,  *  Ego  conjungo  vos  in  matrimonium.    In 
nomine  Patris  +  et  Filii  et  Spiritus  Sancti.    Amen.*   The  mark  means 
that  the  priest  was  to  sign  them  in  this  form  with  his  hai<d. 

*  There  is  an  example  of  the  custom  of  ushering  in  the  several 
ooorses  at  solemn  feasts  with  music  in  Dugdale's  Or^jjhes  ^urWeteles, 
p.  155*  where  he  describes  the  observances  at  Christmas  in  the  Inner 
Temple.    At  dinner, '  at  the  first  oourte  Is  served  in  •  ftdr  nod  laigt 
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That  never  tromped  Joab^  for  to  heen^ 
Ne  be  Theodomas  yit  half  bo  deere 
At  Thebes,  whan  the  citee  was  in  doote. 
Bachus  the  wyn  hem  schenohith  al  abonte^ 
And  Yenua  hiughith  upon  eyexy  wight^ 
(For  January  was  byoome  hir  knight^ 
And  wolde  bothe  assayen  his  oormge 
In  liberie  and  eek  in  manage) 
And  with  hir  fuyrbrond  in  hir  hond  abonta 
Daunoeth  bifore  the  bryde  and  al  the  route. 
And  certeynly  I  dar  right  wel  say  this, 
TmeneuSy  that  god  of  weddyng  ia^ 

%ore*f  head,  npcn  a  lilTer  platter,  wUh  mbuirakifB.*  Holiiuhad 
iChtrm.  ill.  70  tajn  that  in  the  year  1 1 70,  Henry  II. '  served  hii  tonne 
at  the  table  as  sewer.  bringlD;  op  the  bore's  head  [then  the  principal 
dish]  wUh  tnanptU  b^brt  it  aocordinif  to  the  manner.*  In  the  collection 
of  Christmas  Carols,  published  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  in  iSai,  Is  the 
lUIowing  spedmen  of  the  *  minstralcye*  osed  on  such  oceaaiona »— 

*  Capnt  apil  defero 
Beddens  landet  IXmiliiOb 

The  bore*8  head  in  hand  briiiff  I, 
With  garlsns  gay  and  roeemary  1 
I  pray  yon  all  singe  merely. 
Qui  estis  in  conflTio. 

The  bore's  head,  I  understand, 
Is  the  ehefe  senryee  in  the  lawtoy 
Loke,  wherever  it  be  flmde, 

Servite  cum  cantioo/  te. 

WaitOB  says  that  this  carol,  with  many  Tariations.  was  still  retained 
In  his  time  at  Queen's  Coll.,  Oxford.  In  another,  contained  in  the 
*  Parkington  MS..*  a  miscellany  of  the  fifteenth  century,  is  a  biU  of 
(kre,  wtdch  would  poasle  the  most  aooompllshed  cook  of  modem  times  1 — 

*  Hey,  hey,  hey,  hey,  the  borys  hede  It  armyd  gay. 


Than  ofRnmys  in  the  neond  kowrs  with  mykylla  pryde^ 
The  crannus,  the  herrouns,  the  bitters  by  ther  syiH 
The  pertrychys  and  the  plowers,  the  woodookas  and  thasnyt 
With  hey,  hey,'  fte. 

I  Joab  Is  David's  captain  of  the  host,  and  la  often  represented  as 

blowing  the  trumpet,'  to  call  together  the  army  of  Judah.    Tyrwhltt 

supposes  that  Theodamas  is  a  character  in  some  romantic  history  ol 

Thebes.     H€  is  prefijied  emphatically,  as  In  p.  418,  him  Oliphemnt 

MnMardoche. 


^ 
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Beigh  never  his  lif  so  mery  a  weddid  man* 

Holde  tiij  pees,  thow  poete  Marcian/ 

That  writest  us  that  ilke  weddyng  merye 

Of  hir  Philologie  and  him  Mercuries 

And  of  the  songes  that  the  Muses  songe; 

To  smal  is  bothe  thy  penne  and  eek  thy  tonge 

For  to  desoriye  of  this  manage. 

Whan  tender  youthe  hath  weddid  stonpyng  age^ 

Ther  is  such  mirthe  that  it  may  not  be  write; 

Assaieih  it  your  self^  than  may  ye  wyte 

If  that  I  lye  or  noon  in  this  mateere. 

Mayus,  that  sit  with  so  benigne  a  cheere^ 

Hir  to  bihold  it  seemed  fiiyerye;' 

Queen  Esther  loked  never  with  such  an  ye 

On  Assuere,  so  meke  a  look  hath  sohe; 

I  may  not  yow  devyse  al  hir  beaute; 

But  thus  moohe  of  hir  beaute  telle  I  may, 

That  sche  was  lyk  the  brighte  morw  of  May, 

Fulfild  of  alle  beaute  and  plesaunce. 

This  Januazy  is  ravyscht  in  a  traunoe^ 
At  every  tyme  he  loldth  in  hir  ieuoe, 
But  in  his  hert  he  gan  hir  to  manace^ 
.  That  he  that  night  in  armes  wold  hir  streyne 
Harder  than  ever  Paris  did  Eleyne. 
But  natheles  yit  had  he  gret  pite 
That  thilke  night  offenden  hir  most  he, 
And  thought :  *  Alas !  O  tendre  creature^ 
Now  wolde  God  ye  mighte  wel  endure 
Al  my  oonrage,  it  is  so  scharp  and  keene; 
I  am  agast  ye  schul  it  not  susteene. 
For  God  forbede,  that  I  dede  al  my  mighib 
Now  wolde  God  that  it  were  wore  nighty 
And  that  the  night  wold  stonden  evennow 
I  wold  that  al  this  poeple  were  aga* 

1  An  AfrleiB,  who  Uved  is  the  tiau  of  HemoUna,  tad  wroto  •! 
Some,  unonf  other  things,  a  poem  on  gmnnuir  and  tiM  arts,  i 
lltfmaiDm9iJkKufHiiPhaekg<m€iMenmrtL 

>  UNenMdUk«bclnglBftlr7.1aBd. 
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And  fyimlly  he  doth  al  his  labonri 
As  h%  best  mights^  savyng  his  hcmomv 
To  hast  hem  tcom  the  mete  in  subtil  wiitt. 

The  tjme  cam  that  resoon  was  to  lyse^* 
And  after  that  men  daunce,  and  drynke  fast^ 
And  spices  al  about  the  hous  thay  cast. 
And  ful  of  joy  and  blis  is  every  man, 
A]  but  a  sqoier,  that  hight  Damyan, 
Whioh  kaif  to-for  the  lodght  ful  many  a  day; 
He  was  so  ravyssht  on  his  lady  May, 
That  for  the  verray  peyne  he  was  nigh  wood : 
Almost  he  swelt  and  swowned  ther  he  stood; 
So  sore  hath  Venus  hurt  him  with  hir  brond. 
As  that  sche  bare  it  daunq^  in  hir  bond. 
And  to  his  bed  he  went  him  hastily; 
No  more  of  him  as  at  this  tyme  telle  I; 
But  ther  I  lete  him  now  his  wo  oompleyne^ 
Til  freiashe  May  wol  rewen  on  his  peyne. 
0  perilous  fnvr,  that  in  the  bed-straw  bredith! 
O  famuler  fo,  that  his  serrioe  bedith ! 
0  serraunt  traitour,  false  homly  hewe^^ 
Lyk  to  the  ncddcr  in  bosom  sleighe*  untrewe^ 
God  schild  us  alle  from  your  acqueintancel 
O  January,  dronken  in  plesaunoe 
Of  mariage,  se  how  thy  Damyan, 
Thyn  oughne  squier  and  thy  borne  man, 
Entendith  for  to  do  the  vilonye; 
God  graunte  the  thin  homly  fo  espye. 
For  in  this  world  nys  worse  pestilenee 
Than  homly  foo,  alday  in  thy  presenoe. 

Parfourmed  hath  the  sonne  his  ark  dioume^ 
No  lenger  may  the  body  of  him  sojoume 


>  Mr.  Wrifht  hai  restored,  ftom  the  Harl.  US.,  tlM  trae  readiag 
given  in  the  text,  (corrupted  by  Tfrmhitt  into  O  fiilst nf  Mif  hewej^ 
and  explains  it  thus:  Hew  is  fh>m  the  Anglo-Saxon  Mwa,  a  serraats 
homkf  hew  means,  therefore,  domestic  servant. 

>  SdgkB  it  introduced  irom  th«  Lanad.  US.  to  otasplcta  ths 
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On  thorisonte,  as  in  that  latitnde; 

Night  with  his  mantel,  that  is  derk  and  rivk^ 

Oan  oversprede  themesperie  aboute; 

For  which  departed  is  the  lu«ti  rojute 

Fro  January,  with  thank  on  every  side.     • 

Hoom  to  her  houses  lustily  thay  ryde, 

Wher  as  they  doon  her  tfainges,  as  hem  leste^ 

And  whan  they  seigh  her  tyme  t^ay  goon  to  nste. 

Soone  after  that  this  hasty  Jan|fa9ie  --  .. 

Wold  go  to  bedy  he  wold  no  lenger  tarie. 

He  drmkith  ypocrosi^.  darTe,  and  yemage 

Of  spices  hote,  to  encrese  his  comge; 

And  many  a  letuaiy  had  he  ful  fyn, 

Such  as  the  cursed  monk  daun'  Constantin 

Hath  writen  in  his  book  de  Caiiu; 

To  ete  hem  alle  he  wold'  no  thing  eschien. 

And  to  his  prive  frendes  thus  sayd  he : 

*  For  Goddes  love,  as  soone  as  it  may  be, 

Let  voyden  al  this  hons  in  curteys  wise.* 

And  thay  han  doon  right  as  he  wold  devysa 

>  Tpocm  if  a  mlztim  of  wine  and  splcef ,  probably  ao  called  because 
preteribed  by  Hippocrates.  Clarrt  is  wine  clarified  with  lioney.  Fcr- 
mage  is  the  wine  de  agro  VenneaaL  It  was  usoal  to  drink  spiced  wine 
Immediately  before  goinf  to  bed ;  and  in  the  court  of  France  there 
was  an  officer  specially  appointed  to  superintend  this  branch  of  the 
iioosehold,  and  called  teipider.  Thus,  in  TUB  Squier  ^  Lorn  Dtgree^ 
the  King  of  Hungary  attempts  to  comfort  his  daughter  by  piomising 
her  all  sorti  of  luxuries*  among  others 

*  Te  shall  hare  rumney  and  malespine. 
Both  iipocnifss  nnt'iwntifft  wine. 

e  •  •  • 

Both  dare,  pyment,  and  roehdl.* 
For  mlidBg  honey  with  wine  our  anoestora  had  th«  lathority  of  the 
prince  of  Epicureans  :— 

« Nisi  Hymettia  mella  Falemo 
Ne  biberlB  diluta.*— Hob.  Sat,  Ub.  ii. ;  £W.  iL  i5. 

>  Dbmi  is  a  corniption  of  Dom.  for  Domlnus,  the  title  usoally  gi^en 
lothe  BenedicUnes,  as  Dom  Martene,in  allusion  to  which  La  Fontaine, 
Ib  his  flsbles,  maliciously  calls  the  hog  Dom  Poroeaux.  Tliis  Dom 
CoBStantlne  was  a  writer  on  medicine,  and  flourished  about  aj>.  loSOh 
^MbHc.BaL3fed.jEUa. 

i  FbrwoM  the  Harl.  KS.  raadsMi. 
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Hen  driDken,  and  the  traTen  diwwe  anoon; 

The  bmyd  was  brought  abedde  aa  atille  as  atooQ ; 

And  whan  the  bed  was  with  the  prest  j-bleaaid;^ 

Out  of  the  ohambre  hath  evexy  wight  him  dremed, 

And  Januazy  hath  fast  in  armes  take 

His  freiaahe  May,  his  paradys^  his  nukke. 

He  lullith  hir,  he  kisaith  hir  full  <^U; 

With  thikke  brisUis  on  his  herd  unaofte^ 

Lik  to  the  skyn  of  houndfiach,  seharp  aa  bran^ 

(For  he  was  aohave  al  newe  in  his  manere) 

He  rubbith  hir  about  hir  tendre  fitce^ 

And  sayde  thus:  '  Alias!  I  mot  trespapa 

To  yow,  my  spouse,  and  yow  gretly  offender 

Or  tyme  come  that  I  wol  doun  desoende; 

But  natheles  considerith  thiSy'  quod  he^ 

*  Ther  nys  no  workmen,  whatsoever  he  be^ 

That  may  bothe  werke  wel  and  hastily; 

This  wol  be  doon  at  leysir  parfitly. 

It  is  no  fors  how  longe  that  we  pleye; 

In  trewe  wedlook  coupled  be  we  tw«ye; 

And  blessed  be  the  yok  that  we  ben  inne^ 

For  in  our  actcs  we  mow  do  no  synne. 

A  man  may  do  no  synne  with  his  wi^ 

Ne  hurt  himselven  with  his  oughne  Imyf : 

For  we  han  leve  to  play  us  by  tiie  lawa' 

Thus  laborith  he,  til  that  the  day  gan  dawe^ 
And  than  he  takith  a  sop  in  fyn  daire^ 
And  upright  in  his  bed  than  sittith  he. 
And  alber  that  he  song  ful  lowd  and  dere^ 
And  kissed  his  wyf,  and  made  wantoun  cheereii 

>  The  foUowinf  it « tninslatlmi  of  the  form  of  bleniof  the  mipiial 
bed  to  be  finuid  in  the  service  books  need  before  the  Seftimatioa:— 

V.  Onr  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

B.  Who  hath  made  heaven  and  earth, 

V.  The  Lord  be  with  JOB. 

B.  And  with  thy  spirit. 
O  Lord,  bless  this  bed  i  that  all  who  rest  therein  maj  be  in  peaee  with 
thee,  and  continne  in  thy  will,  and  grow  old.  and  multiply  in  length 
of  days,  and  flnaUy  oome  to  thy  heavenly  kingdom,  through  Christ. 


444  THS  GABTEllBUBT  TAUti. 

He  iru  al  ooltiflsli,  fcl  of  ragerye^ 
And  ful  of  jargoun,  as  a  flekked  pje. 
The  slakke  skin  about  his  nekke  schakitli,* 
Whil  tl^at  he  song,  so  chaimteth  he  and  crakeih* 
Btit,Qod  wot  what  that  May  thought  in  hir  herti 
VHian.flch&Jiim  saugh  up  sittyng  in  his  schert, 
In  kis  night-cappe,  and  with  his  nekke  lene; 
Bohe  praysith  nought  his  pleying  worth  a  bene. 
Than  aayd  he  thus:  ^  My  reste  wol  I  take 
Now  day  is  eome,  I  may  no  lenger  wake.' 

.  And  donn  he  hiyd  his  heed  and  sleep  til  prime. 

'  And  afterward,  whan  that  he  saugh  his  tyme^ 
.Up'riseth  January,  but  freissche  May 
Holdith  hir  chamber  unto  the  fourthe  day^ 
As  usage  is  of  wyves  for  the  best. 
For  every  labour  soma  tyme  moot  have  lesti 
Or  elles  longe  may  he  not  endure; 
This  is  to  say,  no  lyres  ereature, 
Be  it  of  fissdi,  or  brid,  or  best,  or  man. 
Now  wol  I  speke  of  woful  Damyan, 
That  langimsheth  for  love,  as  ye  schuln  hers; 
Therefore  1  speke  to  him  in  this  manere. 
I  say,  *  O  sely  Damyan,  alias! 
Answere  to  my  demaunde,  as  in  this  eaas^ 
/How  schaltow  to  thy  lady,  freissche  May, 
Telle  thy  woo  t    Sche  wol  alway  say  nay; 
Eek  if  ihon  speke,  sche  wol  thy  woo  bywrsyv; 
God  be  thy  help,  I  can  no  betWr  aeye.* 

This  seke  Damyan  in  Yenos  fuyr 
So  brennith,  that  he  deyeth  for  desir; 
For  which  he  put  his  1^  in  aventnre^ 
No  lenger  might  he  in  this  wo  endure^ 
But  prively  a  penner'  gan  he  borwe^ 
And  in  a  letter  wrot  he  al  his  sorws^ 


•  Hail.  us.  iUMib.wliieh  If  a  repetition  of  ttelbRMt  Mm.    Tte 
tmdlvig  in  tiM  text  U  from  Um  Laiud.  MS. 
s  Mr.  Wiiflil  Mji  Uuit  a  piim«  wm  a  otM  cwitalsiag  wittli^ 
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Li  maner  of  a  oomplejnt  or  of  » laji 
Unto  his  faire  freisscbe  lady  May. 
And  in  a  pun  of  silk,  hcng  on  hu  seller^ 
He  liatli  it  put,  and  layd  it  at  his  hert 

The  moone  that  a-noon  was  thilke  day 
That  January  hath  weddid  freissche  May 
In  too  of  Taure,  was  into  Cancre  gliden ; 
So  long  hath  Mayus  in  hir  chambre  abideOf 
As  custom  is  unto  these  nobles  alle.^ 
A  biyde  schal  not  eten  in  the  halle, 
Til  dayes  foure  or  thre  dayes  atte  lest 
I-passed  ben,  than  let  hir  go  to  the  fest 
The  fourthe  day  oomplet  fro  noon  to  nooDy 
Whan  that  the  heighe  masse  was  i-doon, 
In  halle  sitte  this  January  and  May, 
As  freissch  as  is  the  brighte  someres  day. 
And  so  bifelle,  that  this  goode  man 
Remembrid  him  upon  this  Damyan, 
And  sayde,  ' Seinte  Mary!  how  may  this  b«^ 
That  Damyan  entendith  not  to  mef 
Is  he  ay  seek)  or  how  may  this  bityde  f 
His  squiers,  which  that  stoode  ther  bisyds^ 
Excusid  him,  bycause  of  his  syknesse, 
Which  letted  him  to  doon  his  busynesse; 
Noon  other  cause  mighte  make  him  tarie. 
'That  me  for-thinketh,'  quod  this  Januarie; 
*He  is  a  gentil  squyer,  by  my  trouthe, 
If  that  he  deyde,  it  were  haim  and  routhe. 
He  is  as  wys^  discret,  and  eek  seore^ 
As  any  man  I  wot  of  his  degre, 
And  therto  manerly  and  servysable^ 
And  for  to  be  a  thnfky  man  right  able. 


mstcflalf ,  and  qnotet  an  early  vocabnlaiy,  called  JTomlmilt,  is  iriikbt 
among  the  *  nomina  reram  pertinentium  eleiieo/  Is  pennare^  a  pouter, 
111  Oodlercrs  portrait  (sev  anU,  p.  19)  Chaooor  if  rQ>reieiited  with  a  paam 
foapended  Irom  hia  neclL 

I  Thfe  appeals  to  to  tlM  origin  of  ovcQilomor0peBdiBitlialioMp&ao« 
tei 
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Bat  after  mete,  as  soon  as  ever  I  may, 
I  wol  myself  visit  him,  and  eek  May^ 
To  doon  him  al  the  confort  that  I  can.* 
And  for  that  word  him  blessed  ereiy  maa 
That  of  his  bounte  a^id  his  gentilesse 
He  wolde  so  comfort  in  seekenesee* 
His  squyer,  for  it  was  a  gentil  deede*  ; .  ' 

*  Dame/  quod  this  January, '  tak  good  heede, 
At  after  mete,  ye  with  your  wommen  alle, 
(Whan  ye  han  ben  in  chambre  out  of  this  hallt 
That  alle  ye  goo  to  se  this  Damyan; 

Doth  him  desport,  he  is  a  gentil  man,^ 
And  tellith  him  that  I  wil  him  yisite, 
Haye  J  no  thing  but  rested  me  a  lyte; 
And  spedith  yow  fetste,  for  I  wol  abyde  . 
Til  that  ye  slepe  faate  by  my  syde.' 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  unto  him  calle 
A  aqnier,  that  was  marchal  of  his  halle. 
And  told  him  certeyn  thinge^  that  he  wolde. 

This  freissche  May  hath  streight  hir  wey  i<jiolde 
With  alle  hir  wommen  unto  Damyan. 
Doun  by  his  beddes  syde  sat  sche  than, 
Comfortyng  him  as  goodly  as  sche  may. 

This  DamyaUf  whan  that  his  tyme  he  say, 
In  secre  wise,  his  purs,  and  eek  his  bille^ 
In  which  that  he  i-writen  had  his  wille, 
Hath  put  into  hir  hond  withouten  more, 
Save  that  he  siketh  wonder  deepe  and  sors^ 
And  floftely  to  hir  right  thus  say  he; 

*  Mercy,  and  that  ye  not  discover  me ; 

For  I  am  deed,'  if  that  this  thing  be  kidde.' 
This  purs  hath  sche  inwith  hir  bosom  had, 

>  Thia  I«  tn  Ulastration  of  the  fact,  that  in  Um  middle  agct  mm  of 
good  flunilj  fteqttently  accepted  lerviee  in  the  hooseholdi  of  pMple  of 
rank.    Bamjran,  here  called  a  *  gentil  man,*  is  elsewhere  detcribed  •• 
Mng  a  komlp  hew,  or  domestic  serrant,  in  the  hooae  of  Jauaif. 
•  flari.  MS.  nma  on  as  follows  :^ 

•if  that  tJdt  thing  diieovertdb*, 
m§fW9{»  hir  hommhmd  hath  Kk$,^ 
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And  went  hir  way;  ye  gete  no  more  of  me; 
Bat  nnto  Jannaiy  comen  is  sche^ 
That  on  his  beddes  syde  nt  fol  softe. 
He  takith  hir,  and  kissith  hir  fill  ofte; 
And  layd  him  donn  to  depe,  and  that  aaoon. 
Sche  feyned  hir  as  that  ache  moste  goon 
Ther  as  ye  woot  that  erery  wight  moot  neede; 
And  whan  sche  of  this  bille  hath  taken  heede^ 
Sche  rente  it  al  to  doutes  atte  laste^ 
And  into  the  priTy  aoftely  it  cast 

Who  studieih  now  but  faire  freissohe  llayt 
Adoon  by  olde  January  sche  lay, 
That  slepith,  til  that  the  coughe  hath  him  awaked; 
Anoon  he  prayde  stripen  hir  al  naked, 
He  wold  of  hir,  he  sayd,  have  some  plesaunoe; 
Hir  clothis  dede  him,  he  sayde,  som  groTaunce. 
And  sche  obeieth,  be  hir  lief  or  loth. 
But  lest  that  precious  folk  be  with  me  wroth. 
How  that  he  wroughte  I  dar  not  telle^ 
Or  whethir  it  semed  him  paradys  or  helle; 
But  here  I  lete  hemwerken  in  her  wise 
Til  evensong  rong,  and  than  thay  most  aiise. 

Whethir  it  bo  by  desteny  or  adventure^ 
Were  it  by  influence,  or  by  nature, 
Or  by  constellacioun,  that  in  such  estate 
The  heven  stood  that  tyme  fortunate, 
As  for  to  putte  a  bille  of  Venus  worlds 
(For  alle  thing  hath  tyme,  as  seyn  these  derkis) 
To  eny  womman  for  to  gete  hir  love^ 
I  can  not  say ;  but  grete  Qod  above, 
That  knowiUi  that  noon  acte  is  causelei^ 
He  deme  of  al,  for  I  wil  holde  my  pees. 
But  soth  is  this,  how  that  this  freisshe  May 
Hath  take  such  impressioun  that  day, 
Of  pite  on  this  sike  Damyan, 
That  from  hir  herte  sche  ne  dryve  can 

The  reading  in  the  text  is  fh>iii  the  Lansd.  HSm  u>d  It  adopted 
U  ATOida  the  rtpctition  of  rhjrmei  in  tha  other  leading. 
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The  rememlxaanoe  for  to  doon  him  eaM. 

*  Certeyn/  thought  ache, '  whom  that  this  thing  dift* 

I  rekk6  not^  for  her  I  him  assure^  [pl^ia 

To  loye  him  best  of  enj  creature, 

Though  he  no  more  haulde  than  his  scherte.' 

Lo^  pite  renneth  80od«  in  gentil  herte.^ 

Heer  may  ye  see,  how  excellent  fraunduse 

In  womman  is  whan  thay  narow  hem  avysa 

Bom  tyraunt  is,  as  ther  ben  many  oon. 

That  hath  an  hert  as  hard  as  is  a  stoon^ 

Which  wold  han  lete  sterven  in  the  place 

Wei  rather  than  han  graunted  him  her  graoe; 

And  hem  rejoysen  in  her  cruel  pride. 

And  rekken  nought  to  ben  an  homicide. 

This  gentil  May,  fulfillid  of  pite, 
Bight  of  hir  bond  a  letter  maked  sche, 
In  which  sche  grauntith  him  hir  verray  graoe; 
Ther  lakkid  nought  but  oonly  day  and  place^ 
Wher  that  sche  might  unto  his  lust  sufEse; 
For  it  schal  be;,  right  as  he  wol  devyse. 
And  whan  sche  saugh  hir  tyme  upon  a  day 
To  Tisite  this  Damyan  goth  May, 
And  subtilly  this  lettre  doun  sche  thruste 
Under  lus  pylow,  rede  it  if  him  luste. 
Sche  takith  him  by  the  honde,  and  hard  him  twists 
So  secrely,  that  no  wight  of  it  wiste. 
And  bad  him  be  al  hool,  and  forth  sdie  wente 
To  January,  whan  that  he  for  hir  sente. 
Up  lyseth  I>am3ran  the  nexte  morwe, 
Al  passed  was  his  siknes  and  his  sorwe. 
He  sembith  him,  he  pruneth  him  and  pykeUi^ 
He  doth  al  that  unto  his  lady  likith; 
And  eek  to  January  he  goth  as  lows 
As  ever  did  a  dogge  for  the  bowe.' 
He  is  so  plesaunt  unto  eveiy  man, 
(For  cnft  is  al,  who  so  that  do  it  can) 

»  T^provarbUl  •xprmloii  ooeon  befbNb  «ii(i^  1^  i|a 


Hut  every  wi^ht  is  &yn  to  speke  him  good; 
And  fully  in  hu  ladys  gntoe  he  stood. 
Thus  kte  I  Damyan  alx>ut  his  neede^ 
And  in  my  tale  forih  I  wol  prooede. 
Someolerkes  holden  that  felidte^ 
Stant  in  delit^  and  therfor  certeyn  he 
This  noble  Januaiy,  with  al  his  might 
In  honest  wise  as  longith  to  a  knight^ 
Bchop  him  to  lyre  ful  delidoosly. 
His  honsyngy  his  array,  as  honestly 
To  his  degre  was  maked  as  a  kyngea. 
AmoDges  other  of  his  honest  thinges 
He  had  a  gardyn  walled  al  with  stoon* 
So  fiur  a  ^irdyn  wot  I  no  wher  noon. 
For  out  of  doute  I  veirely  suppose^ 
That  he  that  wroot  the  Bomauns  of  the  Bosc^* 
Ke  oouthe  of  it  the  beaute  wel  devyse; 
Ke  Priapua  ne  might  not  wel  suffioe, 
Though  he  be  god  of  gardyns^  for  to  telle 
The  beaute  of  the  gardyn,  and  the  welle, 
That  stood  under  a  laurer  alway  greene. 
Ful  ofte  tyme  he  Pluto  and  his  queene* 
Preserpina,  and  al  the  fhyerie^ 
Desporten  hem  and  maken  melodye 
Aboute  that  welle,  and  daunced,  aa  men  tolde. 
This  noble  knight^  this  Januaiy  the  olde, 
Such  deynte  hath  in  it  to  walk  and  pleye. 
That  he  wold  no  wight  sufire  here  the  keye, 
Save  he  himself,  for  of  the  smale  wyket 
He  bar  alway  of  silver  a  smal  cliket^ 
With  which  whan  that  him  list  he  it  unschette. 
And  whan  he  wolde  pay  his  wyf  hir  dette 

^  Alladliif  to  the  Eplcureta  philosophjr. 
*  T1i«  Romem  de  ia  Hou  wu  t>cguii  bf  Wf  Iliftm  of  Lorii,  who  died 
aboat  IS60,  and  wtc  finished  by  John  of  Mean,  one  of  the  wits  of 
the  conn  of  Charles  le  Bd.  llie  difllcultiee  of  a  lover  itf  obtaining 
the  object  of  hto  love  are  depicted  under  the  aUcgoiy  of  a  roee  la  a  beautiful 
fttdea  miQUided  hj  walls  and  hedges. 

.•flsaoiUc.p.iii.Bolei. 
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In  aomor  sesoun,  thider  wold  he  go, 

And  May  his  wyf,  and  no  nrjght  but  tliay  tno; 

And  thinges  which  that  weren  not  doon  in  bedde^ 

He  in  the  gardyn  parformed  hem  and  spedde. 

And  in  this  wise  many  a  mery  day 

Lyved  this  January  and  freische  May ; 

But  worldly  joye  may  not  alway  endure 

To  January^  ne  to  no  creature. 

O  aodeyn  hap!  o  thou  fortune  unstable ! 
Lyk  to  the  scorpioun  so  desceyvable, 
That    flaterist  with   thin    heed  whan  then  wilt 

stynge; 
Thy  tayl  is  deth,  thurgh  thin  envenymynge. 
O  britel  joye !  o  sweete  renym  queynte ! 
O  monster,  that  so  subtily  canst  peynte 
Thyn  giftes,  under  hew  of  stcdfastnesae, 
That  thou  desceyvest  hothe  more  and  lease  1 
Why  hastow  January  thiis  decejrved, 
That  haddist  him  for  thy  fulle  ^end  reoeyvedt 
And  now  thou  hast  byrefl  him  bothe  his  yen, 
For  sorw  of  which  desireth  he  to  dyen. 
Alias!  this  noble  January  fre, 
Amyd  his  lust  and  his  prosperite 
Is  woxe  blynd,  and  that  al  sodeynly. 
He  wepith  and  he  weyleth  pitously ; 
And  therwithal,  the  fuyr  of  jalousye 
(Lest  that  his  wif  schuld  fiille  in  some  folye) 
So  brent  his  herte  that  he  wolde  fayn 
That  som  man  bothe  hir  and  him  had  slayn ; 
For  neyther  after  his  deth,  nor  in  his  ly^ 
Ne  wold  he  that  fwhe  were  love  ne  wy^ 
But  ever  lyve  as  wydow  in  clothes  blake, 
Soul^  as  the  turtil  that  lost  hath  hir  maka 
But  atte  last,  after  a  moneth  or  tweye^ 
His  Borwe  gan  aswage,  soth  to  seye. 


1  Bolt,  alooe,  or  «  widow,  Uke  the  tmtlo,  *e.    Jtouit  «olr  b  ttt 
ic«ftl  phrtN  ftr  tn  nanutiied  woaaa. 
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For  whain  he  wist  it  may  noon  other  bc^ 
He  paoiently  took  his  adrersite; 
Save  out  of  doute  he  may  not  forgoon, 
That  he  nas  jalons  evermore  in  oon; 
Which  jalousie  it  was  so  outrageous^ 
That  neyther  in  haHe,  ne  in  noon  olher  hoa% 
Ke  in  noon  other  place  neTer  the  mo 
He  nolde  suftre  hir  to  ryde  or  go^ 
But  if  that  he  had  hond  on  hir  alway. 
For  which  fill  ofbe  wepeth  frasche  May, 
That  loveth  Damyan  so  benignely, 
That  sche  moot  outher  deyen  sodeinly^ 
Or  elles  sche  moot  han  him  as  hir  lost ; 
8he  waytith  whan  hir  herte  wolde  brest 
Upon  that  other  syde  Damyan 
Bicomen  is  the  sorwfulleste  man 
That  ever  was,  for  neyther  night  ne  day 
Ne  might  he  speke  a  word  to  fressche  May« 
As  to  his  puipos,  of  no  such  matiere, 
But  if  that  January  most  it  heer% 
That  had  an  hond  upon  hir  everma 
But  natheles,  by  writyng  to  and  fro, 
And  prive  signes,  wist  he  what  sche  ment^ 
And  sche  knew  eek  the  fyn  of  his  entent. 
O  Januaiy,  what  might  it  thee  availe^ 
If  thou  might  see  as  fer  as  schippes  sailef 
For  as  good  is  blynd  deceyved  be, 
As  to  be  deceyved  whan  a  man  may  see. 
Lo,  Argus,  which  that  had  an  hundred  eyen. 
For  al  that  ever  he  couthe  poure  or  prion. 
Yet  was  ho  blent,  as,  God  wot,  so  ben  moo^ 
That  weneth  wisly  that  it  be  nought  so; 
Passe  over  is  an  ease,'  I  say  no  more. 
This  freissche  May,  that  I  spak  of  so  yore^ 
In  warm  wez  hath  emprynted  the  cliket^ 
That  January  bar  of  the  smale  wiket, 

1  Apparentlr  ft  proTcrbial  expres»ion,  iimilftr  to  *  Of  little  meddUag 

gTMiMM.' 
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By  wUch  into  his  gardyn  ofte  he  went^ 
ibid  Damyan  that  knew  tl  hir  entent 
The  cliket  oounterfeted  priyelj; 
Ther  nys  no  more  to  saj,  bat  hastily 
Horn  wonder  by  this  cliket  schal  betyde. 
Which  ye  schal  heeren,  if  ye  wol  abyde, 

O  noble  Ovyde^  wel  soth  saistow,  God  woo^ 
What  sleight  is  it  though  it  be  long  and  hoot^ 
That  he  nyl  fynd  it  out  in  some  maneref 
By  Piramus  and  Thesbe  may  men  leete; 
Though  thay  were  kept  fill  longe  streyt  oyer  al, 
Thay  ben  accorded,  rownyng  thurgh  a  wal, 
Ther  no  wight  oouthe  ban  found  out  swidi  a  aleig^t 
For  now  to  purpos;  er  that  dayes  eyght 
Were  passed  of  the  moneth  of  Juyl,  bifiUe 
That  January  hath  caught  so  gret  a  wille, 
Thorugh  eggyng  of  his  wyf^  him  for  to  pleye 
In  his  gardyn,  and  no  wight  but  they  tweye^ 
That  in  a  morwe  unto  this  May  saith  he : 
'  Bys  up,  my  wif,  my  love,  my  lady  fre; 
The  turtlis  -vols  is  herd,^  my  douve  sweet; 
The  wynter  is  goon,  with  his  raynes  wete. 
Come  forth  now  with  thin  eyghen  columbina 
How  feirer  ben  thy  brestes  than  is  the  wynsi 
The  gardyn  is  enclosed  al  aboute: 
Com  f orthy  my  swete  spouse,  out  of  doute^ 
Thou  hast  me  wounded  in  mynhert^  o  wyf; 
No  spot  in  the  knew  I  in  al  my  li£ 
Com  forth,  and  let  us  take  oure  desport^ 
I  ches  the  for  my  wyf  and  my  comfort' 
Such  olde  lewed  wonies  used  hep 
On  Damyan  a  signe  made  sche, 
That  he  schuld  go  bifom  with  his  cliket. 
This  Damyan  than  hath  opened  the  wike^ 
And  in  he  stert,  and  that  in  such  manere^ 
That  no  wight  it  mighte  see  nor  heere^ 

i  Ihlf  VtoMiolocr  ii  Ukn  Ikvn  tht  Boat  «f 
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And  stille  he  teet  under  ft  baasaL    Anooa 
Tina  Jannexy,  aa  blynd  aa  ia  a  atoon, 
With  Majmam  hia  kond,  and  no  wi^t  mo^ 
Into  thia  fireiache  gardyn  ia  ago. 
And  olappid  to  the  wiket  aodeinlj. 

*  Now,  wyf/  quod  he,  'her  nya  but  ye  and  I^ 
Thou  art  the  creature  that  I  beat  love; 

For  by  that  Lord  that  ait  in  heven  above^ 

Layer  ich  had  to  dyen  on  a  kny^ 

Than  the  offende,  deere  treve  vyC 

For  Qoddea  aake,  thenk  how  I  the  chee% 

Nought  for  no  coyq^tiae  doutelea, 

But  oonly  for  the  love  I  had  to  tiia 

And  thou^  that  I  be  old  and  may  not  ae^ 

Beeth  trewe  to  me,  and  I  wol  telle  yow  why; 

Thre  thingea,  eertes,  achul  ye  wynne  therby; 

Firat^  love  of  Criat,  and  to  yoiur  self  honour, 

And  al  myn  heritage^  toun  and  tour. 

I  giye  it  yow,  makith  chartres  as  yow  leste; 

This  schaJ  ben  doon  to  morw  er  sonne  reste^ 

80  wialy  Qod  my  soule  bringe  to  bHsae! 

I  pray  yow  first  in  covenaunt  ye  me  kiase. 

And  though  that  I  be  jalous,  w3rt  me  nought;* 

Te  ben  so  deep  emprinted  in  my  thought, 

That  whan  that  I  considre  your  beaute, 

And  therwithal  the  unlikly  eelde  of  me, 

I  may  nought,  eertes,  though  I  schulde  dye^ 

Forbere  to  ben  out  of  your  companye 

For  yerray  love;  this  ia  withouten  doute: 

Now  kisse  me,  wyf,  and  let  us  rome  aboute.* 

This  freissche  May,  whan  sche  his  wordes  herde^ 

Benignely  to  January  answerde. 

But  first  and  forward  sche  bigan  to  wepe : 

*  I  haye,'  quod  sche,  *  a  soule  fbr  to  kepe 
As  wel  as  ye,  and  also  myn  honour. 
And  of  my  wifhod  thilke  tendre  flour, 

1  DDBOtlmpatotttoiM. 
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Which  that  I  have  ensaxed  in  your  hand, 

Whan  that  the  prest  to  yow  my  body  bond; 

Wherfor  I  wll  answer  in  this  numere^ 

With  the  lere  of  yow,  myn  owen  lord,  so  deem 

I  pray  to  Ood  that  never  dawe  the  day, 

That  I  ne  sterve,  as  foule  as  womman  mij, 

If  ever  I  do  unto  my  kyn  that  schame^ 

Or  elles  I  empaire  ao  my  name, 

That  I  be  fala;  and  if  I  do  that  lak, 

Doth  strepe  me^  and  put  me  in  a  sak, 

And  in  the  nexte  ryver  do  me  drenche ; 

I  am  a  gentil  womman,  and  no  wenche. 

Why  speke  ye  thus?  but  men  ben  ever  untrewd. 

And  wommen  han  reproef  of  yow  ever  newa 

Ye  have  noon  other  coimtenaunce,  I  leve, 

But  speke  to  us  as  of  untrust  and  repreve.* 

And  with  that  word  sche  saugh  wher  Damyan 

Sat  in  the  buissh,  and  conghen  sche  bigan; 

And  with  hir  fyiiGrres  sigQes  made  sche, 

That  Damy-m  scliuM  clymb  upon  a  tre^ 

That  charged  wa:i  with  fruyt,  and  up  he  went;: 

For  verrayly  he  knew  al  hlr  entent, 

And  eveiy  signe  that  sche  couthe  make^ 

Wei  bet  than  Januaxy  hir  oughne  make. 

For  in  a  letter  sche  h^d  told  him  al 

Of  this  matier,  how  he  worche  schal. 

And  thus  I  lete  him  sitte  in  the  pirie^ 

And  Januaiy  and  May  romynge  mirye. 

Bright  was  the  day,  and  bliew  the  firmament  ^ 
Phebus  hath  of  gold  his  stremes  doun  i-sent 
To  gladen  every  flour  with  lus  warmnease; 
He  was  that  tyme  in  Cremines,  as  I  gesse. 
But  litel  fro  his  declinacioun 
Of  Canker,  Joves  exaltacioun. 
And  flo  bifel  that  brighte  morwen  tyde^ 
That  in  that  gardyn,  in  the  ferther  syd^ 
Pluto,  that  is  the  kyng  of  fayerye, 
And  many  a  lady  in  hia  compaignua 
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Folwyng  his  wit,  the  queene  Preeerpiii^* 
Whidie  that  he  ravesched  out  of  Ethim, 
Whil  that  8che  gadred  floures  in  the  medfl^ 

gD  Cloadian'  ye  may  the  story  lede, 
ow  in  his  gnsly  carte  he  hir  fette); 
This  king  of  fayry  than  adoun  him  sette 
Upon  a  bench  of  turves  freissh  and  greene^ 
And  right  anoon  thus  sayd  he  to  his  queene: 

'  My  wy^'  quod  he, '  ther  may  no  wight  say  nay, 
Thexperiens  so  preveth  every  day, 
The  tresoun  which  that  womman  doth  to  maa. 
Ten  hundiid  thousand  stories  teilen  I  caa 
Notable  of  your  tmtrouth  and  brutelnessa 
O  Salamon,  wys  and  richest  of  richesse, 
Fulfild  of  sapiens,  and  of  worldly  glorie, 
Ful  worthy  ben  thy  wordes  to  memorie 
To  every  wight,  that  wit  and  resoun  can. 
Thus  praysiUi  he  yit  the  bounte  of  man; 
Among  a  thousand  men  yit  Ibnd  I  oon, 
But  of  alle  wommen  found  I  never  noon.* 
Thus  saith  the  king,  that  knoweth  your  wikkednerse : 
That  Jhe8us,^ttM  Sirac,*  as  I  gesse, 
Ne  spekith  of  yow  but  selde  reverenoei 
A  wild  fuyr  and  corrupt  pestilence 
So  falle  upon  your  bodies  yit  to  night! 
Ne  see  ye  not  this  honurable  knight? 
Bycause,  alias!  that  he  is  blynd  and  old. 
His  owne  man  schal  make  him  cokewold; 


tHarLM8.Mdf>- 

•  •  %  •  '  IVMefptiM 
Eth  alter  other  m  right  mm  a  lyae.' ' 
t  CI.  Claudlanus  wu  an  Egyptian  by  birth,  and  wrote  in  the  reigm 
of  Theodosins  and  his  sons,  Arcadlua  and  Honoriiu.  The  work  here 
allnded  to  is  his  poem,  De  Raptu  Prowrpinm.  He  has  also  written  De 
Bello  Oetieo,  and  many  epiatles  and  shorter  pieces.  Coleridge  says 
'  that  he  is  *  properly  the  fint  of  the  moderns,  or  at  least  the  tran- 
fitional  link  between  the  classio  and  the  gotbio  modes  of  thought.* 
•^TabU  Tba*.  9  Ecdes.  vii.  s8. 

4  Jesus;  the  son  €f  SIraeb,  th§  wdtcr  oi  the  apocryphal  book  ol 
Soeleaiasticiit. 
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Loo,  wber  he  sitt,  the  leochoor,  in  tiie  tre! 
Now  wol  I  graunten,  of  my  majeste, 
Unto  this  olde  blinde  worthy  knight. 
That  he  schal  have  agein  his  eyghen  sight. 
Whan  that  his  wyf  wol  do  him  vilonye; 
Than  schftl  he  knowe  al  her  harlotrye, 
Bothe  in  reprocf  of  her  and  other  mo.' 
'  Te  BchaJI'  quod  Preaeipine, '  and  wol  ye  sol 
Now  by  my  modres  Ceree^  sofale  I  swere^ 
That  I  schal  g^ve  hir  sufEsamit  answerer 
And  alle  wommen  after  for  inr  sake; 
That  though  thay  be  in  any  gait  i-take. 
With  face  bold  thay  achul  hemself  excuse^ 
And  here  hem  doan  that  wolde  hem  accuser 
9or  lak  of  answer,  noon  of  hem  schal  dyen. 
Al  had  ye  seyn  a  thing  with  bothe  your  yen,' 
Yit  schnl  we  wymmen  visage  it  hanlily. 
And  wepe  and  swere  and  chide  BabtiUy, 
That  ye  schnl  ben  as  lowed  as  ben  gees; 
What  rekkith  me  of  your  auctoriteesi 
I  wot  wel  that  this  Jew,  this  Salamon, 
Fond  of  us  wommen  fooles  many  oon; 
But  though  he  ne  fond  no  good  wommai^ 
Tit  hath  ther  founde  many  another  man 
Wommen  ful  trewe,  fol  good,  and  ▼ertaom; 
Witnesse  on  hem  that  dwelle  in  Cristes  houi^ 
With  martirdom  thay  prored  hir  oonstaunoe.* 
The  Romayn  gestea*  e^  make  remembmiuiM 


>  Harl.  MS.,  Siru, 

*  PTOMrplne  here  ladicates  the  true  louree  of  the  respect  with  i 
women  were  treated  in  the  middle  ages,  to  which  chiTalrooe  ftelinir 
modem  drillzation  owes,  in  great  meaenre,  iti  aapciioiity  o?v  tb« 
old.  Tet  when  Lydgate  founde  the  claim  of  women  to  ov  raqiect 
npon  the  fortitude  they  displayed  in  the  eariy  agee  of  ChriiMaBity,  and 
npon  the  parity  and  Tirtue  of  their  livee,  Warton  tmnM  him  into  iMU 
cole  for  not  rather  alleging '  their  heau^,  amiahio  aeoompUihmaitaB* 
tt^  by  which  they  *  refine  our  seneibilitiet.' 

*  CThe  ffctto  Bmmamerum  certainly  eontaine  theilofy  of  LoenCia,  tat  fb* 
Iha  mart  part  the  tales  hardly  eostain  the  obametar  hm  gtfin  to  ttaBi4 


VH8  MABCHAUBDEB  TAlA  .45/ 

Of  many  a  veraay  trewB  wyf  abo. 
But,  sire,  be  nought  vmth,  al  be  it  io^ 
Though  that  he  sayd  he  fond  no  good  wommaa, 
I  praj  yow  tak  the  sentens  of  the  man; 
He  mente  thna^  that  in  sovereign  bonnto 
Nis  noon  but  God,  that  sit  in  Trinita 
£7,  for  rerr^  God  that  nys  but  oon, 
What  make  ye  so  moche  of  Sahunont 
What  though  he  made  a  temple,  Goddes  houst 
What  though  he  were  riche  and  glorioost 
So  made  he  eek  a  temple  of  £bJs  godia^ 
How  might  he  do  a  thing  that  more  forbod  iat 
Pardee  als  &ir  as  ye  his  name  emphutre. 
He  was  a  leochour  and  an  ydolastre^ 
And  in  his  eelde  he  verray  God  forsook; 
And  if  that  God  ne  hadde  (as  saith  the  book) 
I-spared  him  for  his  iadres  sake^^  he  scholda 
Have  lost  his  regno  rather  than  he  woldeii 
I  sette  right  nought  of  the  vilonye^ 
That  ye  of  wommen  write,  a  boteriHe; 
I  am  a  womman,  needes  most  I  speke^ 
Or  elles  swelle  tyl  myn  herte  brese. 
For  syn  he  sayd  that  we  ben  jangleressea^ 
As  ever  hool  I  moote  brouke  my  tresses,* 
I  schal  not  spare  for  no  curtesye 
To  speke  him  harm,  that  wold  us  vilonye** 
*  Dame,*  quod  this  Pluto,  *  be  no  longer  wroth, 
I  give  it  up:  but  sith  I  swore  myn  oth. 
That  I  wil  graunte  him  his  sight  agein, 
My  word  schal  stonde,  I  wame  yow  certeyn; 
I  am  a  kyng,  it  sit  me  nought  to  lye.' 
'And  V  quod  sche,  'am  queen  of  fEuerieu 
BSr  answer  schal  sche  have,  I  undertake; 
Let  us  no  mo  wordes  herof  makeu 


>  I  King*  xl.  la. 
s  The  le*  goddesMi  la  the  elawlcs,  and  the  mermaids  tad  othcf 
fWriee  in  the  popttUr  mythology,  are  represented  m  generallj  teen 
oomWnf  their  hair.    Heace,  perhapt,  Froserpine*s  oath. 
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Poraoth  I  wol  no  lenger  yow  oontraxie.* 
Now  let  us  tume  agayn  to  Januaiye^ 
That  in  this  gardyn  with  this  faire  May 
Syngeth,  fol  merier  than  the  papinjay, 
*  Vow  love  I  best,  and  aobaH,  and  other  noon.* 
80  long  about  the  aleys  is  he  goon, 
Til  he  was  oome  agajnes  thilke  pirie^ 
Wher  as  this  Damjan  sittith  ful  miiye 
On  heigh,  among  the  fireische  levyes  greene. 
This  freissche  May,  that  is  so  bright  and  scheenc^ 
Oan  for  to  syke,  and  sayd,  'Alias  my  syde  1 
Now,  sir/  quod  sche^ '  for  aught  that  may  bilyde^ 
I  most  han  of  the  peres  that  I  see, 
Or  I  moot  dye,  so  sore  longith  me 
To  eten  of  the  smale  peris  greene; 
Help  for  hir  love  that  is  of  heven  queenel 
I  t^e  yow  wel  a  womman  in  my  plyt' 
May  have  to  fruyt  so  gret  an  appetyt 
That  sche  may  deyen,  but  sche  it  hava' 
'  Allasl'  quod  he, '  that  I  nad  heer  a  knave 
That  oouthe  climbe,  alias!  alias!*  quod  he, 
'  For  I  am  blynd.'    '  Ye,  sire,  no  fors,*  quod  sdM; 
'  But  wolde  ye  vouchesauf,  for  Goddes  sake, 
The  piiy  inwith  your  armes  for  to  take^ 
(For  wel  I  woot  that  ye  mystruste  me) 
Than  schold  I  clymbe  wel  y-nough,*  quod  scIm^ 
'80 1  my  foot  might  set  upon  your  bak.' 
'Certes,'  quod  he,  *  theron  schal  be  no  lak. 
Might  I  yow  helpe  with  myn  herte  blood.' 
He  stoupith  doun,  and  on  his  bak  sche  stood. 
And  caught  hir  by  a  twist,'  and  up  sche  gotk 
(Ladysy  I  pray  yow  that  ye  be  not  wroth, 
I  can  not  glose,  I  am  a  rude  man:) 
And  sodeinly  anoon  this  Damyan 


1  j^  tnvtkm  to  tli«  weU-knoiiB  wlgir  enor  tboal  tht 
•  j:i.atw|g. 
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Gan  polleii  up  the  smok,  and  in  lie  ihitmg.' 

And  whan  that  Pluto  aangh  this  grete  wxong^ 
To  Janoaiy  he  gaf  agayn  his  eighty 
'And  made  him  see  as  wel  as  ever  he  mighl 
And  whan  he  thus  had  caught  his  siglht  again,    \ 
Ne  was  ther  never  man  of  thing  so  &jn; 
Bat  on  his  wyf  his  thought  was  evermo. 
Up  to  the  tree  he  kest  his  eyghen  tuo. 
And  seigh  that  Damjan  his  wyf  had  dresaid 
In  which  maner  it  may  not  ben  ezpressid, 
But  if  I  wolde  speke  unourteisly. 
And  up  he  gaf  a  roryng  and  a  eiy. 
As  doth  the  moder  whan  the  child  schal  dye ; 
*Out!  help!  alias!  harrow!*  he  gan  to  crie; 
'  O  stronge  lady  ttoure,  what  dos  thowV 

And  sche  answerith:  '  Sire,  what  eylith  yowf  ' 
Have  padenB  and  resoim  in  your  mynde, 
I  have  yow  holpen  on  bothe  your  eyen  blynde. 
Up  peril  of  my  soule,  I  schal  not  lyen. 
As  me  was  taught  to  hele  with  your  yen^ 
Was  nothing  bet  for  to  make  yow  see. 
Than  stroggle  with  a  man  upon  a  tree; 
Ood  woot,  I  dede  it  in  ful  good  entent.* 
^Stroggle!'  quod  he,  'ye,  algat  in  it  went. 
God  give  yow  bothe  on  schames  deth  to  dyen! 
He  swyved  the;  I  saugh  it  with  myn  yen; 
And  eUes  be  I  honged  by  the  hals.' 
'  Than  is,'  quod  sche, '  my  medicine  fidsL 
For  certeyxily,  if  that  ye  mighten  see^ 
Te  wold  not  say  tho  wordes  unto  ma 
Te  ban  som  glymsyng,  and  no  parfft  dg^t.* 
*  I  Be,'  quod  he,  'as  wel  as  ever  I  mighl^ 

>  Tynrhitt  remarks  that  after  this  yerse,  the  printed  editi^na 
(except  Cazton  a,  and  F^nson  i,  a)  have  eight  others  of  the  lowest 
and  moet  superfluous  ribaldry.  Both  he  and  Mr.  Wright  r^ect  them, 
together  with  some  others  of  the  same  character  that  occur  a  little 
farther  on,  as  not  being  found  in  any  MS.  of  authority. 

2  These  two  Unea,  not  being  ia  the  HarL  M&t  am  i^r%n  ftom- 
l^rwhitt. 
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(Thankid  be  Ood)  with  bothe  myn  yen  tao. 

And  by  my  trouth  me  thought  he  did  the  loi* 

'Ye  mase,  mase,  goode  sir/  quod  sche; 

'This  thank  have  I  for  I  hare  maad  yow  see; 

Allasl*  qnod  ache,  *  that  ever  I  was  so  kynde.' 

*  Now,  dame/  quod  he, '  let  al  posse  out  of  mynde; 

Com  doun,  my  iee(  and  if  I  have  myssayd, 

God  help  me  so,  as  I  am  erd  appayd* 

But  by  my  iaders  soule,  I  wende  have  seyn. 

How  that  this  Damyan  had  by  the  leyn. 

And  that  thy  smok  had  layn  upon  thy  farest' 

'Ye,  sire,'  quod  sche,  'ye  may  wene  as  yow  lest; 

But^  sire,  a  man  that  wakith  out  of  his  slep^ 

He  may  not  sodeynly  wel  take  keep 

Upon  a  thing,  ne  seen  it  parfyUy, 

TQ  that  he  be  adawed  rerrayly. 

Bight  so  a  man,  that  long  hal^  blynd  i-be^ 

He  may  not  sodeynly  so  wel  i-ae^ 

First  whan  the  sight  is  newe  comen  agayn. 

As  he  that  hath  a  day  or  tuo  i-sayn. 

Til  that  your  sight  y-stablid  be  a  while, 

Ther  may  ful  many  a  sighte  yow  bigile. 

Beth  war,  I  pray  yow,  for,  by  heven  khxg^ 

Ful  many  man  wenith  for  to  se  a  thinj^ 

And  it  is  al  another  than  it  semeth; 

He  that  mysconceyveth  he  mysdemeth.** 

And  wiUi  that  word  sche  leep  doun  firo  the  trSi 
This  January  who  is  glad  but  het 
He  Idssith  hir,  and  clippith  hir  ful  ofte, 
And  on  hir  wombe  he  strokith  hir  ful  softe; 
And  to  his  paleys  horn  he  hath  hir  lad 
Now,  goode  men,  I  pray  yow  to  be  glad. 
Thus  endith  her  my  tale  of  Januaiye, 
God  blesse  us,  and  his  moder  seinte  Maiiel 


t  Ha  wboM  tdUM  wanf  aa  laeotiaot  Idaa  to  hii  niad, 
flarm  a  oomotJodsimMUi 
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*  l^f  1  Goddes  mer^!*  sayd  our  Hoste  tho^ 

J^  *  Now  such  a  -wyf  I  pray  God  keep  me  fra 
Lo,  whiche  sleightes  and  sabtiliteea 
In  wommen  ben;  for  ay  as  buey  as  bees 
Ben  thay  us  seoly  men  for  to  desoeyve. 
And  from  a  soth  ever  wol  thay  weyve. 
By  this  Maxchaundes  tale  it  proved  weL 
Bat  doutelefiy  as  trewe  as  eny  steel 
I  have  a  wy^  though  that  sche  pore  be; 
But  of  hir  t(mge  a  labbyng  schrewe  is  ache; 
And  yit  sche  hath  an  heep  of  vices  mo. 
Therof  no  fbrs;  let  alle  such  thinges  go. 
But  wite  ye  what?  in  counseil  be  it  seyd, 
Me  rewith  sore  I  am  unto  hir  teyd; 
And  if  I  scholde  reken  every  vice. 
Which  that  sche  hath,  I  wis  I  were  to  nyoe; 
And  cause  why,  it  schuld  reported  be 
And  told  to  hir  of  som  of  this  meyne, 
(Of  whom  it  needith  not  for  to  declare, 
8yn  wommen  connen  oute  such  chafifare);^ 
And  eek  my  witte  suffisith  nought  therto 
To  tellen  al ;  wherfor  my  tale  is  do.'* 

'  Sir  Squier,  com  forth,  if  that  your  wille  be^ 
And  say  us  a  tale  of  love,  for  certes  ye 
Connen  theron  as  moche  as  ony  man.' 

' Nay,  sire,*  quod  he;  '  but  I  wil  say  as  I  can 
With  herty  wil,  for  I  wil  not  rebelle 
Against  your  wille;  a  tale  wil  I  telle, 
Have  me  excused  if  that  I  speke  amys; 
My  wil  is  good;  and  thereto  my  tale  is  this.* 


'  Tfrwhltt  !■  ftt  ft  loss  to  undentaad  .this  pftrentheaSs,  but  ft 
seems  to  meen,  *  Of  whose  vices  I  will  not  speak ;  for  women,  of  whom 
there  ire  many  In  this  compnny,  know  well  how  to  divulge  it.' 

•  [▲  division  sboald  probably  be  made  hero;  see  Scheme  of  the  Order  of 
tha  Xslee,  voL  UL  ppi  I5I-J54-3  la  the  next  line  but  one  the  lUrL  lt& 
sniti^lMa 
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THE  SQUYEKES  TALE. 

[This  tale,  to  which  Warton  assignB  the  first  pkee  in  Uit 
eoUection,  is  apparently  founded  upon  ft  stoiy  of  Arabian 
origin,  ennobled,  no  doubt,  by  Chaucer  in  the  process  of 
transplantation.  Almost  all  the  incidents  and  circnnu^tancea 
are  found  scattered  in  different  Arabian  tales,  though  not 
oombined  in  any  one.  It  possesses  the  fascination  of  one  of 
the  Arabian  NighU,  deepened  in  human  interest;  the 
special  attributes  of  Oriental  fiction  are  faithfully  presenred 
in  its  gorgeous  details  and  fantastical  enchantments;  and  it 
ia  coloured  throughout  by  those  peculiar  characteristics  of 
Eastern  literature  which  may  be  traced  to  the  genius  and 
religion  of  the  people.  Brilliancy  of  fimcy  the  Eaatenis 
oei;^iinly  possess,  but  it  is  the  fancy  of  the  opium^^^r; 
their  Ughest  aspirations  never  contemplate  any  enjoyment 
beyond  that  of  sensuality  or  power.  Supnmatunil  influences 
enter  largely  into  the  machinery  of  Eastern  jnomance;  but 
thqr  ftMume  the  form  of  magic,  and  are  attached  to  material 
channs,  as  in  the  brazen  horae,  the  mirror  and  the  ring  of 
this  tale.  The  Oriental  fabulists  sympathise  only  with  suooeea; 
the  dignity  of  suffering  yirtue  finds  fu^  responsive  chord  in 
their  hearts,  which  are  of  sthe  ^arth,  earthy.  The  main 
differences  between  the  literatures  of  the  Eaat  and  West  may 
be  partially  estimated  by  i^  Comparison  between  this  un* 
finished  tale  and  the  story  of  CanHanee^  or  The  Bfmanc^ 
qfihe  Saint  OraaL  The  latter  are  impressed  with  a  feelbg 
of  responsibility,  and  of  the  immutability  of  the  law  of  right 
and  wrong,  which  ^ves  an  elevation  even  to  their  most 
extravagant  flights^  Such  moral  elevation  is  sought  for  in 
▼ain  in  Eastern  Tomance.  Apart,  however,  firom  the  radical 
defiscts  of  this  style  of  fiction,  its  want  of  aim^and  mere 
censuoum^.  The  Squyeret  Tale  displays  pre-eminently 
Ghaut^i^  marvellous  powers  o£  pictureHoritinff,  The>iiuig^ 
feetivitiea  of  a  feudal  castle,  heightened  by  siMns 
touches  borrowed  from  a  Saraoouo  palaoei  st 


gargjgM -eflPacL    Tyrwhitt  acd  Wartoii  both  follow  Milton 

in  tidnkiiig  that  Chaacer  left  this  tale  '  half-tokL ;'  but,  horn 

the  following  lines  in  The  TempU  qf  Glass,  by  Hawes,  a 

poet  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIL,  it  wonld  appear  that  in  his      V  ^ 

time  a  oontinnation  was  in  existence,  whether  by  Chancer  or     *    * 

one  of  his  imitators  there  are  no  means  of  ascertaining. 

The  poet  describes  the  ornaments  of  the  Templet— 

And  wppwmon  men  depdnten  might  im 
Howe,  with  her  ring,  goodlie  Caniee, 
Of  every  foole  the  leden  and  the  tong 
Could  understand,  as  she  them  walked  i 
And  how  her  brother  to  pfUim  koiptn  wtm 
la  hia  miachefc,  by  the  tteed  of  hraaa. 

In  TU  Sg^Myeres  Tale,  as  it  at  present  exists,  we  have  no 

account  of  Canace's  brother's '  mischiefes,'  nor  of  the  assistance 

he  received  from  the  enchsnted  steed.    Tyrwhitt  gives  the 

following  sketch  of  what  he  supposes  to  be  the  intended^^nel 

of  the  stoxy,  in  which  he  differs  essentially  fromSpposer's 

continnation.    '  The  outline,  therefore,  of  the  nnfinishefpart 

of  this  tale,  according  to  my  idea,  is  nearly  ifais ;  the  conclusion 

ofthestoryof  2%eJP'aiu»ii,  y^ 

Bj  mediation  of  CsmbaUaa, 

with  the  help  of  the  ring;  the  conquests  of  Cambuscan;  the 

winning  of  Theodora  by  Algarsif,  with  the  assistance  of 

the  horse  qf  brass;  and  the  mairiage  of  Canace  to  some 

knight,  who  was  first  obliged  to  fight  for  her  wiih^.her  two 

brethren;  a  method  of  courtship  very  consonant  to  the^pirit 

of  sndent  chiralxy.'] 

AT  Sarray,  in  the  lend  of  Tartary, 
Ther  dwelled  a  kyng  that  werryed  Ruaay, 
Thurgh  which  ther  deyed  many  a  doughty  man 
This  nobil  kyng  was  cleped  Cambynskaa,^ 
Which  in  his  tyme  was  of  so  gret  renoun# 
That  ther  nas  nowher  in  no  regioun 

t  This  name  (eqnlralent  to  Zengis  Khan)  indodas  the  monanVli  tlUft. 
Tha  UarL  and  Lansd.  MSS.  diiltir  from  the  oidiaarj  reading,  Oambmka\ 
echleh  MHtat  foUowel  taiJlFmmnao, 
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So  excellent  a  lord  in  alle  thing; 

Him  lakked  nought  that  longed  tt  a  kyng: 

As  of  the  secte  of  which  that  he  was  bora, 

He  kept  his  iawe  to  which  he  was  sworn  ;^ 

And  therto  he  was  hardy,  wys,  and  riche, 

And  pitous  and  jast,  and  alway  y>liche, 

Both  of  his  word,  benign  and  honurable; 

Of  his  corage  aa  eny  centre  stable; 

Yong,  freisch,  and  strong,  in  armes  desiioiiBi 

As  eny  bachiler  of  al  his  hons. 

A  fair  person  he  was,  and  fortunat, 

And  kepte  so  wel  his  real  astat, 

That  ther  was  nowher  such  a  ryai  man. 

This  noble  kyng,  this  Tartre,  this  CambynskaOf 

Hadde  tuo  sones  by  Eltheta  his  wyf^ 

Of  which  the  eldest  highte  Algarsy^' 

That  other  was  i-cleped  Camballo. 

A  donghter  had  this  worthi  king  also^ 

That  yongest  was^  and  highte  Canaoe; 

Bnt  for  to  telle  yow  al  hir  beaute, 

It  lith  not  on  my  toiige,  ne  my  oonnyuj^ 

I  dar  nought  undertake  so  heigh  a  thing; 

Myn  Englissh  eek  is  insutficient^ 

It  moste  be  a  rethor  excellent 

That  couth  his  colours  longyng  for  that  art. 

If  he  schold  hir  discryve  in  eny  part; 

I  am  non  such,  I  mot  speke  as  I  can. 

And  so  bifel  it,  that  this  Cambynskan 
Hath  twenty  wynter  born  his  dyademe; 
As  he  was  wont  fro  yer  to  yer,  I  deme^ 
He  leet  the  fest  of  his  nativite 
Don  ezyen,  thurghout  Sarray  his  cite, 
The  last  Idus  of  Alarch,  after  the  yeer. 
Phebus  the  sonne  was  joly  and  deer, 

*  HektpttlMUwBOf  thatformof  rellgloii  to  whleh  he  WM  lewm 
<  Tlia^  Htrl.  Ma.  4 


For  lie  HTM  neigli  bis  exaltftofeaii 
In  Hartes  hctf  and  ib  his  rmuamai 
In  Aries,  tlie  ooierik,  the  hote  eigne. 
Ful  lusty  was  the  wedir  and  b^gne, 
For  which  the  Ibnks  agcin  the  sonne  scheene^ 
What  for  the  sesoun  and  for  the  jonge  greens^ 
Ful  lowde  80Dg  in  here  affeodouns; 
Hem  semed  have  geten  hem  proteoaonns 
Agens  tlie  swerd  of  vynter  kene  and  coIA 
TMs  Oambynskan,  of  which  I  faav«  told. 
In  royal  vesture,  sittyng  on  bis  deya 
With  dyadeni,  fUl  heigh  in  bis  paleys; 
And  held  his  fest  solempne  and  so  ridie, 
That  in  this  worlde  was  there  noon  it  licha 
Of  which  if  I  schal  tellen  al  tharray. 
Than  wold  it  occupie  a  someres  day; 
And  eek  it  needith  nought  for  to  devyse 
At  eveiy  cours  the  orJj^  and  the  aenryaa. 
I  wol  nat  tellen  of  her  stranoge  sewes, 
Ke  of  her  swannes,*  ne  here  heronn-seweSb 
Ek  in  that  lond,  as  tellen  knightes  olde, 
Ther  is  sooi  mete  that  is  ful  deynte  holde. 
That  in  this  lond  men  rcccb  of  it  but  siiud; 
Ther  is  no  man  it  may  reporten  aL 
I  wel  not  tarien  you,  for  it  is  pryme,* 
And  for  it  is  no  fruyt,  but  los  of  tyme. 
Unto  my  purpos  I  wol  have  my  reoouia. 
That  so  bifeUe  after  the  thridde  cours, 
Whil  that  this  kyng  sit  thus  in  his  nobleye^ 
Herkyng  lus  mynstrales  her  thinges  pleye 

>  ne  iwtn  WM  formerly  ft  farourite  dish.  It  is  still  contidCrvd 
a')reftt  delicMfin  Korfolk,  and  Die  fat  especially  ia  as  mneh  esteemad 
as  that  of  venison  by  East  Anfsllan  gourmets.  The  old  Norwich 
corpontioii  used  to  proceed  annually  down  the  river  in  their  itat« 
barges  to  Tannouth,  twan-koppiuff^^tyxat  Is,  catchinfr  and  marking 
the  yoang  birds — a  custom  still  followed  by  the  corporation  of  London. 
From  this  custom  we  derive  the  tavern  sign  of  the  Swan  with  Two 
Keclcs.  a  cotfuption  of  Swan  with  Two  Kicks,  the  marks  made  by  the 
Lord  Mayor  on  the  swans  on  the  Thames.  Herons  may  nowiometlmM 
ba  facB  in  tht  Horwleh  gime-inarket        '  Soe  ant<,  p.  ai8,  not*  a. 

VOL.U  2  a 


466  ram  castebmukt  TAUOk 

Bjrfome  him  atte  booH  delicionslj/ 
In  atte  halle  dore  al  sodejnlj 
Ther  com  a  knight  upon  a  steed  of  hnm, 
And  in  his  hond  a  bnxl  myrour  of  glus ; 
Upon  his  thumb  he  had  of  gold  a  xyng,* 
And  by  his  side  a  naked  swerd  hangyug: 
And  up  he  rideth  to  the  heyghe  bord.* 
In  al  the  halle  ne  was  ther  spoke  a  word, 
For  merrayl  of  this  km'ght;  him  to  byholde 
Ful  besily  they  wayten  yong  and  olde. 

This  strauuge  knight  that  cam  thus  sodeynly, 
Al  armed  sauf  his  heed  ful  richely, 
Salued  the  kyng  and  queen,  and  lordes  alle 
By  ordre^  as  they  seten  into  halle, 
With  so  heigh  rererens  and  observaunoe, 
As  wel  in  speche  as  in  contynaunce, 


1  See  mtfe.  p.  418,  note  5. 

*  The  ling  waa  s  symbol  of  great  «lgiUflcaiice  in  the  middle  tgce» 
•ad  was  fteqnently  of  large  size,  and  worn  on  the  thumb. 

*  The  iMilaces  ot  the  early  Norman  lUng»  and  nobility  connsted  ci 
cne  large  oblong  hall,  lilce  oor  college  hails,  at  one  end  of  whieh  waa 
a  raised  platA>rm,  fhun  which  there  was  a  door  into  a  oellar,  or 
(nttery,  or  tpmoet  and  orer  that  a  sleeping  apartment  for  the  great 
lord  and  his  family.  The  hall  wos  flimlslied  with  long  tables,  and 
with  a  *  heyghe  bord'on  the  dais,  at  which  the  seigneur  dined,  and 
was  ttrewn  with  rushes,  which  at  night  serred  for  a  bed  for  his  nune- 
loos  retainers.  This  was  the  type  of  all  the  medisral  dwellings  s  bnt 
as  refinement  advanced,  the  number  of  privote  sleeping  apartments 
woold,  of  oonrse,  be  Increased.  ^eA»lMmetHc  ArdHtwhtn  ^  4*8 
iUddk^ffiB.  A  horseman  might  easily  ride  up  such  a  hall,  withont 
causing  any  disarrangement  of  the  fhmiture,  which  consisted  only  of 
boards  on  tressels,  and  a  few  forms  and  Joint-stools.  Thus,  In  Fn^'i 
ine  ballad  <^JRngEMtmere:^ 

*  Kynge  Estmere  he  light  off  his  ateede. 
Up  at  the  fayre  hall  board, 
The  IVotbe  that  cam  from  his  brydle  bitta 
Light  on  King  Bremor*s  beard,* 
u  he  sat  at  dinner.    Thus,  also.  In  the  £(/k  qf  Alexmkkr,  by  . 
iHiTle,  who  Sonilshcd  about  the  year  1 31a :— > 
"  To  the  paleis  they  gon  ride. 
And  fond  this  feste  In  all  pmyde; 
Forth  goth  Alesaunder  saun  fabla 
Byght  to  thee  kepgh  foNs.* 
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Tliat  Gsweyn^  with  his  oId«  cnrtoiji^ 
The7  lie  were  oome  agein  out  of  fkjrj^ 
Ke  couthe  him  nought  amende  with  no  word. 
And  afW  this,  bifom  the  highe  bord 
He  with  a  manlj  vols  aayd  this  message^ 
After  the  forme  used  in  his  kngage^ 
Withouten  vice  of  sillabil  or  letter. 
And  for  his  tale  schulde  seme  the  better, 
Aceordaunt  to  his  wordes  was  his  cheen^ 
As  techeth  art  of  speche'  hem  that  it  leereii 
Al  be  it  that  I  can  nat  sowne  his  Btyle, 
Ne  can  nat  clymben  over  so  heigh  a  style,* 
Tit  say  I  this,  as  to  comnn  enteot, 
Thus  moche  amounteth  ol  that  ever  he  ment^ 
If  it  so  be  that  I  have  it  in  mynda 

He  sayd:  'The  kyng  of  Arraby  and  of  Tnde^ 
My  liege  lord,  on  this  solempne  day 
Salntetili  yon  as  he  best  can  or  may, 
And  sendeth  yon,  in  honour  of  your  feste. 
By  me,  that  am  redy,  at  al  his  heste^ 
This  steede  of  bras,  that  esily  and  wel 
Can  in  the  space  of  o  day  naturel, 
(This  is  to  say,  in  four  and  twenty  houres) 
Wher  so  yow  lust,  in  droughthe  or  in  schoure% 
Beren  your  body  into  every  place, 
To  which  your  herte  wilneth  for  to  pace, 
Withouten  wem  of  you,  thurgh  foul  and  fair.* 
Or  if  you  lust  to  flee  as  heigh  in  thair 

I  TbaHarl.  US.  reads  Ewen,  probably  from  the  acriba  havtay  eon. 
Ibmidcd  tbe  two  heroes  Ywaine  and  Gawaine  in  the  romanea^/tbal 
name  i  bot  Qawaine  U  evidently  the  pertoa  meant,  for  he  is  always  eon- 
■idered  the  model  of  oonrtesy  in  the  court  of  Arthur,  as  In  Percy's 


*  Then  bespake  him  Ser  Gawaine, 
That  was  ever  a  gentle  knighL* 
s  ^  Hwas  the  boast  of  one  of  their  historians  that  the  Norman  gentlo* 
men  were  orators  from  thefa*  cradle.'— MxcAULATt^uf.  JK^^.,voLi. 
*-This  appears  to  be  a  pun  on  the  word  style. 
^  The  horse  and  mirror  will  remind  the  reader  of  the  enchanted 
carpet  and  penpective  glass  given  to  FHiiee  Ahmed  by  the  fairy  Fail 
Baaott,  in  2%b  Arabian  A'ijkU, 

2  H  2 
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Ajb  doUi  an  ^le^  whan  him  list  to  bcto, 
ThiA  same  steede  scfaal  bere  jou  evermore 
"Withoute  harm,  til  je  be  ther  yow  leste, 
(Though  that  je  slepen  on  his  bak  or  reste)^ 
And  tome  ageiu;  with  wiything  of  a  pjn. 
He  that  it  wrought,  he  cowthe  many  a  gyn; 
fie  wayted  many  a  oonstellacioun, 
fir  he  had  do  this  operacioun. 
And  knew  fvl  many  a  seal^  and  many  a  bond. 

^This  mirour  eek,  that  I  hare  in  myn  bond. 
Hath  such  a  mighte,  that  men  may  in  it  see 
When  ther  schal  falle  eny  adyersite 
Unto  your  regno,  or  to  your  self  also, 
And  openly,  who  is  your  frend  or  fo. 
And  over  al  this,  if  eny  lady  bright 
Hath  set  hir  hert  on  eny  maner  wight, 
If  he  be  fals^  sdie  schal  his  tresoun  see, 
His  newe  lore,  and  his  subtilite, 
80  openly,  that  ther  schall  nothing  hyde. 
Whwfor  ageins  this  lusty  somer  ^^e 
This  mirour  and  this  ryng,  that  ye  may  ses^ 
He  hath  send  to  my  lady  Canaoee, 
Your  excellente  doughter  that  is  heere. 

'The  vertu  of  this  lyng^  if  ye  wol  heere^ 
Is  this,  that  who  so  lust  it  for  to  were 
Upon  hir  thomb,  or  in  hir  purs  to  here, 
Ther  is  no  foul  that  fleeth  under  the  heTen^ 
That  sche  ne  schal  understonden  his  steveiii 
And  know  his  menyng  openly  and  pleyn. 
And  answer  him  in  his  langage  ageyn; 


<  Wtiton  Myt  00  thb  line,  *8eal  may  mean  a  taWwaanle  rfgl 
•fed  in  astnrtofty.  Or  the  hennetio  seal  used  in  ohemistiy.  Or  eoii« 
aaeted  with  ftoiul,  may  eiinkiiy  contracts  made  with  spirits  in  ehcnical 
•perations.  But  ali  these  belong  to  the  Arahian  phitosophy.  8e*- 
d*0irbeio*,  Diet,  OrimL,  pp.  810,  looV  The  east  was  always  the  land 
of  magic,  which  was  imported  into  Western  Europe  by  the  Cra* 
iaders.  They  had  onhappily  forgotten  the  example  of  the  early 
Ghristianst  who,  on  their  eoBfenOoa,  honed  their  nagloal  ' 
Aitozlx.if. 
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And  everj  gnw  that  growftli  aoponrooto 
8ohe  flchal  esk  know,  to  whom  it  wtd'  do  hoot«^ 
Al  be  hk  wonndes  never  so  deep  and  wyde. 

'This  naked  swerd,  that  hangeth  bj  my  side^ 
Sncih  verta  hath,  that  what  man  that  it  amyte^ 
Thnrghout  his  armur  it  wol  kerve  and  byte, 
Were  it  as  thikke  as  a  brannched  ook; 
And  what  man  is  i-woonded  with  the  stiook 
Schal  never  be  hool,  til  that  you  Inst  of  grace 
To  strok  him  with  the  plat  in  thilke  plaoe 
Ther  he  is  hurt;  this  is  as  moche  to  seyn, 
Te  moote  with  the  platte  swerd  agein 
Stroke  him  in  the  wound,  and  it  wol  eloea. 
This  is  the  verray  soth  withouten  glose^ 
It  failleth  nought,  whil  it  is  in  your  hold* 

And  whan  this  knight  thus  had  his  tale  told. 
He  rit  out  of  the  hallo,  and  doun  he  light. 
His  steede,  which  that  schon  as  Sonne  blight^ 
8tant  in  the  court  as  stille  as  eny  stoon. 
This  knight  is  to  his  chambre  lad  anoon. 
And  b  unarmed,  and  to  mete  i-sett^ 
This  presentz  hea  ful  richely  i-fett^ 
This  is  to  sayn,  the  swerd  and  the  myivour. 
And  bom  anon  unto  the  highe  toui^ 
With  certein  officers  ordeynd  theifoxe; 
And  unto  Ganaoe  the  ryng  is  bote 
Solempnely,  ther  sche  syt  atte  table; 
But  sikerly,  withouten  eny  fable, 
The  hers  of  bras,  that  may  nat  be  remewed. 
It  stant,  as  it  were  to  the  ground  i-glewed; 
Ther  may  no  man  out  of  the  place  it  diyve         .    ^  ^ , 
For  noon  engyn  of  wyndas*  or  polyve;  /-  ^ '      '' 

And  cause  why,  for  they  can  nought  the  crafty 
And  therfor  in  the  plaoe  thei  have  it  laft, 
Til  that  the  knight  hath  taught  hem  the  manere 
To  Toyden  him,  as  ye  schul  after  heere. 
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Greet  was  the  pres  that  swarmed  to  and  &• 
To  gauren  on  this  hors  that  stondeth  so; 
For  it  so  high^  wasy  and  so  brod  and  lon^ 
80  wei  propordoned  to  be  strong. 
Bight  as  it  were  a  steed  of  Lombardye^ 
Therto  so  horaly,  and  so  qtiyk  of  ye, 
As  it'  a  gentil  Poyleys  courser  were; 
For  oertesy  fro  his  tayl  onto  his  eere 
Nature  ne  art  ne  couthe  him  nought  amende 
In  no  degre,  as  al  the  poepel  wende. 
But  erermore  her  moste  wonder  waa^ 
How  that  he  couthe  goon,  and  was  of  bias; 
It  was  of  fayiy,  as  the  poeple  semed. 
Diverse  peple  diyersly  they  domed; 
As  many  hedes,  as  many  wittes  been. 
They  murmured,  as  doth  a  swarm  of  been. 
And  made  skiles  after  her  £mtasies^ 
Behersyng  of  the  olde  poetries, 
And  seyden  it  was  i-like  the  Pegase,* 
The  hors  that  hadde  wynges  for  to  fle; 
Or  elles  it  was  the  Qrekissch  hors  Synon,* 
That  broughte  Troye  to  destruodoun, 
Ab  men  may  in  the  olde  gestes  rede. 
'  Myn  hert,*  quod  oon,  *  is  evermore  in  dredi^ 
I  trow  som  men  of  armes  ben  therinne, 
That  schapen  hem  this  cite  for  to  wynne ; 
It  were  good  that  such  thing  were  knowe.* 
Another  rowned  to  his  felaw  lowe. 
And  sayde:  'It  lyth,  for  it  is  rather  lik 
An  apparence  maad  by  som  magik, 

LHarLKS^wyrf. 

s  Tlie  rich  plaiat  of  Lombard/  produced  a  breed  of  etroBf  liesty 
honee,  like  our  lincolnshire  drajr-hone,  well  raited  to  eerrf  a  knight 
in  licaTy  armoar.  The  steed  of  breas  combined  the  bone  and  power  ol 
this  heaT7  war-horse  with  the  spirit  and  breeding  of  a  *  gentil  FOjlejra 
ooarBer/  that  ii^  a  thoroagh-bred  horse  of  Apulia,  Frendi  P^SOt. 

•^Thg"  Ilnrii  MS.  mds  jT^  which  duett- not  mahe-eeMe.  it  H  ftooi 
I^wMtt  *  lUnrgin  trf  if  srl  M.6  sffyai  pipmrrt- 

•  CThe  text  ehoold  be '  the  Grekes  horii  Sinoo,'  <^  the  hone  of  SiOMi  tiw 
Omk.  a  oMMl  JUddli-Eafllah  idioms  W.  W.  &] 
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As  jogDlofira^  pleyen  at  this  festes  grete.* 
Of  sondiy  thoughtes  thus  tkej  jangle  and  tret«^ 
As  lewed  peple  demeth  comunly 
Of  thinges  that  ben  maad  more  snbtily 
Than  they  can  in  her  lewednes  compiehende^ 
They  deemen  gladly  to  the  badder  ende. 
And  som  of  hem  wondred  on  the  mirrotiry 
That  bom  waa  up  into  the  muster  tour,' 
How  men  might  in  it  suche  thinges  se. 
Another  answerd,  and  sayd,  it  might  wel  b* 
Naturelly  by  oomposicioona 
Of  angels,'  and  of  heigh  reflexionna; 
And  sayde  that  in  Home*  was  sueh  aon. 
They  speeke  of  Alhaaen*  and  Yitilyon, 
And  Aristotle,  that  writen  in  her  lyres 
Of  queynte  myrroxirs  and  prospectyres, 
As  knowen  they  that  han  her  bokes  hevd. 
And  other  folk  have  wondred  on  the  swerd. 
That  wolde  passe  thorughottt  every  thing; 
And  fel  in  speohe  of  Telophus  the  kyng, 
And  of  Achilles  for  his  queynte  spere, 
For  he  oouthe  with  it  bothe  hele  and  dere,* 
Right  in  such  wise  as  men  may  with  the  swerd, 
Of  whidi  right  now  ye  have  your  selyen  herd. 


1  8n  aiiee,  p.  in*  mtef. 
s  The  diief  tower,  called  the  doiOoB.  *  Anglei. 

<  An  ftUusioii  to  a  mtKical  image  said  to  have  been  placed  hj  the 
eaehaoter  Virgil  in  the  middle  of  Kome,  which  eommnnieated  t«  th« 
Emperor  Titiu  all  the  tecret  ottenceg  committed  every  day  in  the  dty. 
Getta  Jiomim.,  e.  Itrii.  The  poet  was  invested  with  the  character  of  a 
Beeromaneer,  or  wizard,  because  the  heathen  mythology  enters  mo 
largely  into  his  writings. 

<  HlH.  MS.  for  AU»m9en  read*  Alef^t.  Alhaxad  H  VitdUomB  opens 
are  extant,  printed  at  Basil  in  i57».  The  first  is  supposed  by  his 
editor  to  hav«  lived  abont  a.d.  i  too,  and  the  second  in  aj>.  ia7o- — T. 

*  Telephtts,  tlie  sou  of  Hercules  and  Auge^was  wounded  by  Achillct 
with  his  spesr,  and  healed  by  the  api>lication  of  some  rust  ft-om  the 
•ame  weapon.  Petronius ,  in  his  epigram  De  Tdepho,  exactly  deecrlbei 
the  qanlltics  of  Cambynskan's  magic  sword:— *  Undo  datum  en  vulnni^ 
eoutJgit  inde  salosk'   £Tlia  allnsiott  is  In  Ovid,  whence  Chancer  took  It 

•*w.w.a] 
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Thejr  speeken  of  aondry  hanl  jng  of  mett^ 
And  spdcen  of  medicines  therwithal, 
Aud  how  and  whan  it  schnlde  harded  be^ 
Which  Lh  unknowe  algat  unto  me. 
Tho  ipeeken  they  of  Canaoees  ryng. 
And  seyden  alle,  that  such  a  wonder  thing 
Of  crafi  of  ryi^a;es  h»d  they  nerer  noon, 
8auf  that  he  Moyses  and  kyng  Salamon* 
Hadden  a  name  of  oonnyng  in  such  art 
Thus  seyen  the  peple,  and  drawen  hem  apart.* 
But  natheles  som  seiden  that  it  was 
Wonder  thing-  to  make  of  feme  aisschen  glasi' 
And  yit  is  glas  nought  like  aisschen  of  feme» 
But  for  they  han  i-knowen  it  so  feme; 
Therfor  cesseth  her  janglyng  and  her  wonder. 
As  sore  wondred  som  of  cause  of  thonder, 
On  ebbe  and  flood,  on  gossomer,  and  on  myst^ 
And  on  alle  thing,  til  that  the  cause  is  wisk 
Thus  janglen  they,  and  demon  and  deTyse^ 
Til  that  the  kyng  gan  fro  his  bord  arise. 

Fhebus  hath  left  the  angel  merydyonal. 
And  yit  ascendyng  was  a  best  roiai, 
The  gentil  Lyoon,  with  his  Aldiyan,* 
Whan  that  this  gentil  kyng,  this  Gunbyaskaa, 
Bos  fro  his  bord,  ther  as  he  sat  ful  hye; 
Bifbm  him  goth  ful  lowde  menatraloye, 

>  It  if  tMllj-  wett  how  MoMt  and  Solomon  aunt  to  beirnDked  wwa 
■itffelftnf.  Motet  wu « learned  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Efyptiant  f 
hot  the  Egyptian  learning,  like  all  EaaUm  philoeophlei,  If  thcf  cao 
he  dignified  hy  the  name,  was  a  form  of  magio  and  eoothaayias. 
Sxodaa,  pow/m.  Solomon,  in  his  old  age,  served  the  Ihlst  goda  Ash- 
toreth,  Chemoeh,  and  Moleeh,  whoso  worship  aondrtod  la  a  noM 
tapore  and  omel  neeromaney. 

•HafLMS.>— 

*  l%€peopU  ON  merpptart/ 

s  The  people  said.  This  miracalona  sword,  glass,  aid  ring,  ait  aot 
aiors  wonderfhl  than  the  manufaetare  of  glass,  irtiieh  Is  Bade  of  the 
ashes  of  fern,  and  other  plants,  and  sand,  and  yet  is  like  bobo  of  it« 
•omponent  parts ;  nor  ifoald  any  one  have  guessed  of  wlwt  tt  la  OQoa 
posed,  had  they  not  been  so  Iter  preTlooaly  InfocsMd. 
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TO  ha  eam  to  liis  cbambre  of  porenieiiti^' 
Ther  sb  iher  were  diven  instnimenti^ 
That  is  y-like  an  heven  for  to  heere. 

Now  dauncen  lusty  Yeniis  chOdren  deere  j 
For  in  the  fissch  her  lady  sat  f ul  hejg^e,' 
And  loketh  on  hem  with  a  frendlj  eyghe. 
This  noble  kyng  is  set  upon  his  trone; 
This  strannge  knight  is  fet  to  him  ful  sone^ 
And  in  the  daunoe  he  gan  with  Canaee. 
Her  is  the  reyel  and  the  joljte^ 
That  is  not  able  a  dnl  man  to  deryse; 
He  most  haye  knowe  love  and  his  serrisc^ 
And  ben  a  festly  man,  as  freisch  as  May, 
That  schnlde  yon  devyse  sach  array. 
Who  eouthe  telle  you  the  forme  of  dannca 
So  uncouth,  and  so  freische  countinaunoe^ 
8nch  subtil  lokyng  of  dissimilyngefl^ 
For  drede  of  jalous  folk  apparceyTyngest 
No  man  but  Laimcolet,'  and  he  is  dc^ 
Tberfore  I  passe  oyer  ai  this  lustyheed, 
I  say  no  more,  but  in  this  jolynesse 
I  lete  hem,  til  men  to  soper  hem  dresse. 
The  styward  byt  the  spices  for  to  hye 
And  eek  the  wyn,  in  al  this  melodye; 
Thes  usschers  and  thes  squyera  ben  agon, 
The  spices  and  the  wyn  is  come  anoon; 
They  eet  and  drank,  and  whan  this  had  an  enda^ 
Unto  the  temple,  as  resoun  was,  they  wende; 

>  Chofnbre  de  paremem  ii  translated  bj  Cotgrave  th«  pretence- 
chamber,  and  lit  de  paremau,  a  bed  of  state.    Pnaremem  originally  signi- 
fied all   ports  of   ornamental  fumitare  or  clothes,  from  partr^  to 
•don.   8m  an<e,  p.  169.  and  Leg.  ^  o,  W,  Did^,  Tena  181  ^^ 
*  lb  dannctng  eluunbni,  ftd  of  parcmentaik 
Of  riehe  beddes  and  of  pavementesb 
This  Eneas  is  ledde  after  the  mete.* 
The  Itattans  have  the  same  expreMtion.  ItL  di  C&ne.  Trident,  Wh.  iIL»-* 
*I1  Ponteflee^  ritomato  alia  eosneni  de*  jMiraiiisiiK  eo'  C^rdinaU.*— T. 

*  See  anUf  p.  jv^  note  2. 

•  Laonoelot  Intrlgned  with  Qneoi  Gnenctw,  and  was  therefore  skilM 
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The  serviae  doon,  they  soapen  al  by  day/ 
What  needeth  you  to  rehersen  her  array  t 
Ech  man  wot  wel,  that  a  kyngea  feste 
Hath  plente,  to  the  lest  and  to  the  meste. 
And  deyntees  mo  tlian  ben  in  my  know}!!^. 
At  after  souper  goth  this  noble  kyng 
To  see  this  hors  of  bnu,  with  al  his  toate 
Of  lordes  and  of  ladycs  him  aboute. 
Swich  wondiyng  was  ther  on  this  hors  of  brai^ 
That  seth  this  grete  siege  of  Troye  was^ 
Ther  as  men  wondrid  on  an  hors  also, 
Ne  was  ther  such  a  wondryng  as  was  tho. 
But  fynally  the  kyng  asked  the  knight 
The  yerta  of  this  courser,  and  the  might. 
And  prayd  him  tellen  of  his  govemaunoe. 
The  hors  anoon  gan  for  to  trippe  and  daunoe. 
Whan  that  the  knight  leyd  hand  upon  his  rayni^ 
And  sayde^ '  Sir,  ther  is  nomore  to  sayne. 
Bat  whan  you  lust  to  xyde  any  where^ 
Te  moote  trille  a  pyn,  stant  in  lus  ere^ 
Whioh  I  schal  telle  you  betwen  us  two, 
Te  moste  nempne  him  to  what  place  also^ 
Or  what  countre  you  luste  for  to  ryde. 
And  whan  ye  come  ther  you  lust  abyde. 
Bid  him  desoende,  and  trille  another  pynne^ 
(For  therin  lith  theffet  of  al  the  gynne) 
And  he  wol  doun  descend  and  do  your  wille^ 
And  in  that  place  he  wol  abyde  stiUe; 
Though  al  the  world  had  the  contrary  swore^ 
He  schal  nat  thennes  be  i-throwe  ne  bore. 
Or  if  you  lust  to  bid  him  thennes  goon, 
Trille  this  pyn,  and  he  wol  vanyssh  anoon 
Out  of  the  sight  of  every  manor  wight^ 
And  come  agein,  be  it  by  day  or  night, 
Whan  that  you  lust  to  clepen  him  agayn 
In  mich  a  gyse,  as  I  schal  yow  sayn 

>  8etMte,p.  i94.note|. 
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Betwlxe  yoa  and  me,  and  therfor  noome, 
Bjd  whan  you  lust,  ther  nys  nomor  to  donna 
Ihifonned  whan  the  kjng  was  of  the  knight^ 
And  had  oonceyred  in  his  wit  aright 
The  maner  and  the  forme  of  al  this  thing, 
Fol  glad  and  blith,  this  noble  doughty  kjng 
Kepejiyng  to  his  revel,  as  bifom. 
The  bridel  is  unto  the  tour  i-bom, 
And  kept  among  his  jewels  leef  and  deere; 
The  hors  vanyscht,  I  not  in  what  manors^ 
Out  of  her  sight,  ye  get  nomore  of  me  j 
But  thus  I  lete  him  in  his  jolite 
This  Gambinskan  his  lordes  fesfeeyn^ 
Til  wel  neigh  the  day  bigan  to  spxyn^ 

nrCIPIT  SBCUNDA  PABS. 

THE  norioe  of  digestioun,  the  sleep, 
Gan  to  hem*  wynk,  and  bad  of  him  take  keep^ 
That  mirthe  and  labour  wol  have  bis  rest ; ' 
And  with  a  galpyng*  mouth  hem  alle  he  keste, 
And  sayd,  that  it  was  tyme  to  lye  doun,  ' 
For  blood  was  in  his  dominacioun: 
*  Cherischeth  blood,  natures  frend,*  quod  he^ 
Th^  thankyn  him  galpyng,  by  two  and  thre; 
And  every  wight  gan  drawe  him  to  his  rest^ 
As  sleep  hem  bad,  they  took  it  for  the  best. 


>  Bern  him  been  inbvtitated  -  iVom  TynrhKt,  m  firiiig  a  better  mdm 
thsA  Mn,  the  reftdin;;:  of  the  HsrL  MS. 

s  Of  this  line  there  are  several  readlngi  $  that  glren  in  the  text 
lh>m  the  Harl.  MS.  is  rejected  by  Mr.  Wright  for  moche  mtU  mtd 
laUnar,  which  leems  neither  to  give  so  good  a  sense,  nor  to  agree  witk 
the  metre.  The  meaning  appears  obvious,  tliongh  Tyrwhitt  thinkf 
otherwise.  What  can  be  more  to  the  purpose  than  to  say  that  mirth 
and  labour  equally  require  rest  ? 

3  There  is  something  excessively  grotesque  and  highly  characteristio 
of  medieval  taste  in  the  personification  of  Sleep  Ussing  the  revellers 
with  yawning  mouth,  and  letting  them  all  yawning ;  and  their  thank 
tng  him  in  yawns  *  by  onoi  by  two,  by  three*— «U  gradaally  dropping  • 
iB,  and  joloiag  In  a  grand  yawning  ehoma. 
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Here  dremes  schul  not  now  be  told  for  me; 
Ful  were  here  heedes  of  fumoeite, 
That  cauaeth  drem,  of  which  ther  is  no  charge 
They  slepen  til  that*  it  was  prime  large,' 
The  moste  part,  but  it  were  Ganaoe; 
Sche  was  M  mesnrable,*  as^ommen  ba 
For  of  hir  fader  had  sche  take  hir  leve 
To  go  to  reste,  soon  after  it  was  eve; 
Hir  luste  not  appalled  for  to  be, 
Ve  on  the  morwe  nnfestlj  for  to  se; 
And  kept  hir  firste  sleep,  and  then  awook. 
For  sach  a  joye  sche  in  hir  herte  took, 
Bothe  of  hir  queynte  ryng,  and  hir  myrrouv 
That  twenty  tyme  chaunged  hire  colour; 
And  in  hire  sleep,  right  for  the  impressiotiii 
Of  hir  myrronr,  sche  had  a  Tisionn. 
Wherfor,  or  that  the  sonne  up  gan  glyde, 
Sche  cleped  upon  hir  maistresse  beside^ 
And  sayde,  that  hire  luste  for  to  xyse. 
These  olde  wommeUy  that  ben  gladly  wyse. 
As  is  here  maystresse,*  answer^  her  anoon. 
And  sayd,  *  Madame,  whider  wold  ye  goon 
Thus  erlyt  for  folk  ben  alle  in  reste.* 
'  I  wily*  quod  sche,  *  aryse,  for  me  leste 
No  lenger  for  to  slepe,  and  walke  aboute.* 
Her  maistres  depeth  wommen  a  gret  routes 
And  up  they  riflen,  a  ten  other  a  twdve. 
Up  ryseth  &esshe  Ganace  hir  selre, 
As  rody  and  bright,  as  is  the  yonge  Sonne     * 
That  in  the  ram  is  ten  degrees  i-ronne; 
No  heiher  was  he,  whan  sche  redy  was; 
And  forth  sche  walked  esily  a  pas, 
Arayed  after  the  lusty  sesoun  soote 
Lightly  for  to  play,  and  walke  on  footer 

1  AoUiai  been  added  fhmTynrhltt  for  thMtlQB  or  tiMimtM. 
t  8Maiili^p.ti8,notoi.    i'HMe  fauytf  appeais  to  mMB  tlU  tlM  bow  ef 
prtmo  wai  Marly  tpnit»  and  tbt  hoar  of  tferoe  waa  about  to  besin. 

dBki(in§.  ^Barfonmeia 
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Koaghi  but  with  fjre  or  itz  of  lur  mqrno; 
And  in  %  trench*  fer  in  the  peik  goth  seheu 
The  Yaponr,  which  that  of  the  erl^e  glod, 
Maketh  the  sonne  seme  rodj  and  brod; 
.   Bat  natheles,  it  was  so  fair  a  sights 
That  it  made  alle  here  hertes  for  to  lighi^ 
What  for  the  sesoim,  what  for  the  momyng 
And  for  the  foules  that  sche  herde  syn^ 
For  right  anoon  sche  wiste  what  they  ment 
Bight  by  here  song,  and  knew  al  here  entente 

The  luiotte,'  why  that  eveij  tale  is  told, 
If  that  it  be  taryed  tU  lust  be  cold 
Of  hem  that  han  it  after  heikned  yore^  . 
The  taTour  passeth  ever  longer  the  more^ 
For  folsonmes  of  the  prolizite; 
And  by  this  same  resoon  thinketh  me 
I  schulde  to  the  knotte  condescended 
And  make  of  liir  walkynge  sone  an  ende. 

Amyddes  a  tree  for  drnye  as  whit  aa  chalk,* 
As  Canace  was  pleyyng  in  hir  walk, 
There  sat  a  faukoun  over  hir  heed  ful  hye^ 
That  with  a  pitous  vois  bigan  to  crye^ 
That  al  the  woode  resowned  of  hire  cry. 
And  beten  hadde  sche  hir  self  so  pitotudy* 
With  bothe  hir  wynges,  to  the  reede  blood 
Ban  endelong  the  tree,  ther  as  sche  stood. 
And  ever  in  oon  sche  cried  and  sche  schryght, 
And  with  hir  bek  hir  solve  so  sche  pight, 
That  ther  nys  tigre  non  ne  cruel  beste^ 
That  dwelleth  eyther  in  wood,  or  in  foreste, 
That  nold  han  wept,  if  that  he  wepen  cowde. 
For  son  ^  of  hir,  sche  Sebright  alway  so  lowde» 

1  TVencA  appeftn  to  mean  dleO. 
S  Th*  eompUeatioii  of  cireumstMieet  wbich  formt  Che  inUntt  of  th* 
fltory.    The  exprcision  Is  Horace's:—^  DiipkW  vindico  nodu»J^£pitL 


•  At  whito  M  dulk  tor  twy  df  jf.— gee  wite.  p.  tM,  nott ». 

4  The  line  Is  not  an  Alexandrine,  of  which  Chancer  hxe  nmie.  The 
-en  In  bettn  Is  very  rapid.  For  ted,  the  Ellcnnere  MS.  rsads  Math,  whlck 
•Mtlsi  the  8oattsloii.-W.  W.&J 
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For  ther  nas  never  yit  no  man  on  lyre^ 

If  that  he  couthe  a  luukoun  wel  diacriTO^ 

That  herd  of  such  another  of  faimesse 

Ab  we]  of  plumage,  as  of  gentillesse 

Of  Bchapy  of  al  that  might  i-rekened  be. 

A  faukoun  peregryu^  than  senled  sche 

Of  fremde  lond;  and  ever  as  sche  stood, 

Sche  swowned  now  and  now  for  lak  of  blood, 

Til  wel  neigh  is  sche  fallen  fro  the  tre^ 

This  £ure  kyugcs  doughter,  Oanaoe^ 

That  on  hir  fynger  bar  the  queynte  lyng, 

Thurgh  which  sche  understood  wel  every  thing 

That  eny  foul  may  in  hb  lydne'  sayn, 

And  couthe  answer  him  in  his  lydne  agayn. 

Hath  understonde  what  this  fierakoun  seyde, 

And  wel  neigh  almost  for  the  rewthe  sche  deyde 

And  to  the  ti*ee  sche  goth  ful  hastily. 

And  on  this  faukoun  loketh  pitously, 

And  held  hir  lappe  abrod,  for  wel  sche  wist 

The  faukoun  moste  Mle  fro  the  twist, 

Whan  that  sche  swowned  next,  for  lak  of  blood. 

A  long  while  to  wayten  hir  sche  stood. 

Til  atte  last  sche  spak  in  this  manere 

Unto  the  hank,  as  ye  schul  after  heera. 

'  What  is  the  cause,  if  it  be  for  to  telle. 

That  ye  ben  in  that  furyalle  peyne  of  belief 


>  Tjrwhltt  quotes  fVom  an  old  treatiM  of  faloooTj.  *  Lt  Mcondc 
Ugnle  est  Ikooons,  qae  horn  apclc  peterins,  par  at  que  ntis  ne  trore  aoa 
Hi.  Alns  est  pris  autrest  come  en  prlerinage^  et  est  mult  legiers  a 
Borrir.  et  mult  oortois,  et  Taillans,  et  de  bone  maniere.'  This  agree* 
with  Chaucer's  description  of  the  Atloon  as  of  y^^onde  or  foreign  lotuL, 
From  being  mvU  courtda  it  was  called  the  'falcon  gentil,  or  gentlo. 
That  in  The  Assembfjf  tifFoules  >— 

•  The  gentle  faucon*  that  with  his  ftet  dlstreineth 
The  king's  hand/  fcc 
s  Ledm  or  H<hie— language,  Saxon  i  a  oomiptioiiof  tbawofd  LaUm 
Dsata  nsat  Laiin  In  the  same  sense.    Cans.  L  :— 
•  £  eantine  gli  angelU 
CUscvno  In  mm  kah»,* 
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Qaod  Ganace  unto  this  bank  abore; 

•  Is  this  for  sorwe  of  deth,  or  elles  lovef 

For  as  I  trowe,  this  ben  caiises  tno 

That  caosen  most  a  gentil  herte  va 

Of  other  harm  it  ne^eth  nought  to  speke^ 

For  ye  your  self  upon  your  self  awreke; 

Which  preveth  wel,  that  either  ire  or  drede 

Mote  ben  enchesoun  of  your  cruel  dede, 

Sith  that  I  see  noon  other  wight  you  chaoe. 

For  love  of  God,  so  doth  your  selve  grace. 

Or  what  may  ben  your  h^pet  £i>r  west  ner  eal 

Ne  saugh  I  never  er  now  no  bryd  ne  beste. 

That  fc^e  with  him  self  so  pitously. 

Ye  sle  me  with  your  sorwe  so  vernly, 

I  have  of  you  so  gret  compassioun. 

For  Ooddes  love,  come  fro  the  tree  adoun; 

And  as  I  am  a  kynges  doughter  trewe^ 

If  that  I  verrayly  the  cause  knewe 

Of  your  disese,  if  it  lay  in  ray  mighty 

I  wold  amenden  it,  or  that  it  wer  nighty* 

Als  wisly  help  me  grete  God  of  kjmde. 

And  herbes  schal  I  right  y-nowe  fynde^ 

To  helen  with  your  hiirtes  hastyly.* 

Tho  Sebright  this  faukoim  more  pitously 

Than  ever  sche  did,  and  fil  to  ground  anoon. 

And  lay  aswowne,  deed  as  eny  stoon. 

Til  Canace  hath  in  hir  lap  y-take. 

Unto  that  t3rme  sche  gan  of  swowne  slake ; 

And  after  that  sche  gun  of  swown  abreyde. 

Right  in  hir  haukes  lydne  thus  sche  sayde. 

'That  pite  renncth  sone  in  gentil  hert 

g'elyng  his  similitude  in  peynes  smerte) 
proved  alday,  as  men  may  see, 
As  wel  by  werk  as  by  auctorite ;' 


1  Htfl.  MS  « if  that  J  might, 
*  ▲•  weU  by  example  u  by  thif  pror«k 
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For  gen^  herte  kepeth  gentilleaaeL 
I  see  wel,  that  76  hlave  on  my  distreaa 
Compassioun,  mj  faire  Canace^ 
Of  verray  wommanly  benignite. 
That  nature  in  your  principles  hath  set. 
But  for  noon  hope  for  to  fare  the  bet, 
But  for  to  obeye  unto  your  herte  fre, 
And  for  to  make  othere  war  by  me, 
Ab  by  the  whelp  chastised  is  the  lyoun ; 
And  for  that  cause  and  that  conclusioun. 
Whiles  that  I  have  a  leyser  and  a  spaoe^ 
Myu  harm  I  wil  oonfessen  er  I  pace.* 
And  whil  sche  ever  of  hir  sorwe  tolde, 
That  other  wept,  as  sche  to  water  wolde^ 
Til  that  the  faucoun  bad  hir  to  be  stille, 
And  with  a  slghhe  thus  sche  sayd  hir  tiUaii 

'  Ther  I  was  bred,  (alias  that  ilke  day !) 
And  fostred  in  a  roch  of  marble  gray 
80  tendrely,  that  nothing  eyled  me, 
I  ne  wiste  not  what  was  adversite, 
Til  I  oouthe  flee  ful  heigh  under  the  skj. 
Tho  dwelled  a  tercelet*  me  faste  by, 
That  semed  welle  of  alle  gentillesse ; 
Al  were  he  ful  of  tresoun  and  falsnesse. 
It  was  i-wrapped  under  humble  cheere. 
And  under  heewe  of  trouthe  in  such  manere, 
Under  plesaunce,  and  under  besy  peyne. 
That  no  wight  wende  that  he  couthe  feyne^ 
So  deep  in  greyn  he  deyed  his  colours. 
Right  as  a  serpent  hut  him  under  flourei 
Til  he  may  see  his  tyme  for  to  byte : 
Right  so  this  god  of  loves  ypocrite' 

I  TIm  terotlei  ii  the  male  of  the  peregrine  fftleoa.  Mid,  wtUke  mmtk 
^tior  iMlner  1r  wnrihr  eirf  leee  eounfeom  thma  tlw-feinato. — 8m 
Somn  ami  ifiilfcc  Acil  tfrta  1  :«- 

J  <Q  fef  ft  Dileoiiei'  *u  vuln 
TaJiii«:iiiii  ttuMt  gfiwte-bftck  agihi.' 
»  HmtU  Ma  ■  tWkh  f9d  i»r fwni  thi$  ppom^i.*    TUtflMMltBff  is,  tbit 
ftjpoerittesl  wonbipper  of  the  god  of  tore.' 
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Doih  80  Ilia  sermonya  and  his  obiiervaitnoey 
Under  sabtil  colonr  and  aqueyntaunce, 
That  sowneth  nnto  gentilesse  of  love. 
As  in  a  tombe  is  al  the  faire  above, 
And  under  is  the  corps/  wbiche  that  ye  wot; 
8ach  Was  ihiA  ipocrite,  bothe  cold  and  hot. 
And  in  this  wise  he  served  his  entent. 
That,  sauf  the  feend,  noon  wiste  what  he  menL 
Til  he  so  long  had  weped  and  compleyned, 
And  many  a  yeer  his  service  to  me  feyned. 
Til  that  myn  hert^  to  pitous  and  to  nyoe^ 
Al  innocent  of  his  crouned  malice, 
Foi^fered  of  his  deth,  as  thonghte  me^ 
Upon  his  othes  and  his  sewerte, 
Graunted  him  love,  on  this  condicionn, 
.  That  evermo  myn  honour  and  my  renoun 
Were  saved,  both  pryvy  and  apert; 
That  is  to  sayn,  that,  after  his  desert, 
I  gaf  him  al  myn  hci*t  and  al  my  thought^ 
(God  woot,  and  he,  that  other  weye  nought) 
And  took  his  hert  in  chaunge  of  myn  for  ay. 
But  soth  is  sayd,  go  sithens  many  a  day, 
A  trew  wight  and  a  tliecf  thenketh  nought  ooa 
And  when  he  saugh  the  tliyng  so  fer  i-goon. 
That  I  had  graunted  him  fully  my  love^ 
In  such  a  wyse  as  I  have  sayd  above, 
And  geven  him  my  trcwe  hert  as  ire 
As  he  swor  that  he  gaf  his  herte  to  me. 
Anon  this  tigre,  ful  of  doublenesse, 
Fil  on  his  knees  with  so  gret  devoutenesse^ 
With  so  high  reverence,  as  by  his  chere. 
So  lyk  a  gentil  lover  of  manere, 
So  i-avysched,  as  it  semede,  for  joye, 
That  never  Jason,  ne  PaiTS  of  Troye, 


>  Maiti  AAllt. -47. 
*  Qnd  and  he  know  that  I  lored  him  in  no  othtr  waf  • 

TOL.  I.  a  I 
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JasonI  certes,  ne  soon  other  man, 
Sith  Lameth^  was,  that  altherfirst  bjgv 
To  loven  two,  as  writen  folk  bifom, 
Ne  never  sith  the  firste  man  was  born, 
Ne  coathe  man  by  twenty  thousand  part 
Contrefete  the  sophemes  of  ]iis  art; 
Ne  were  worthy  to  unbokel  his  galoche, 
Ther  doublenes  of  feynyng  schold  approche^ 
Ne  80  coathe  thankyn  a  wight,  as  he  did  inii 
His  maner  was  an  heven  for  to  see 
To  eny  womman,  were  sche  never  so  wth  ; 
80  p^ynteth  he  and  kembeth,'  poynt  devy% 
As  wel  his  wordes,  as  his  oontinaunca 
And  I  so  loved  him  for  his  obeisannoe^ 
And  for  the  trouthe  I  demed  in  his  herte, 
That  if  so  were  that  eny  thing  him  smerttiy 
Al  were  it  never  so  litel,  and  I  it  wist» 
Me  thought  I  felte  deth  at  myn  hert  twint 
And  schortly,  so  ferforth  this  thing  is  weiiti 
That  my  wil  was  his  willes  instrument; 
This  is  to  say,  my  wille  obeied  his  wille 
Tn  alle  thing,  as  fer  as  resoun  fille, 
Kepyng  the  boimdes  of  my  worschip  ever; 
Ne  never  had  I  thing  so  leef,  ne  lever, 
As  him,  God  woot,  ne  never  schal  noma 
This  laste  lenger  than  a  yeer  or  two, 
That  I  supposed  of  him  nought  but  good. 
But  fynally,  atte  laste  thus  it  stood, 
That  fortune  wolde  that  he  moste  twynna 
Out  of  the  place  which  that  I  was  inne. 
Wher  me  was  wo,  it  Ls  no  qucstioon; 
I  can  nat  make  of  it  descripcioun. 
For  o  thing  dar  I  telle  boldely, 
I  know  what  is  the  peyne  of  deth,  therby, 


>  Lameeh  wai  the  int  who  had  two  wlTCt.— Oca.  !▼. 
>  OmAeih,    The  tense  in  the  text  is  settles,  or  wrangw,  hit 
■ad  couateaanee  at  poxnt  devys,  with  care  aad  ptoeiaioa. 
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Wluch  harm  I  felt,  for  he  ne  mighte  byleva^ 

Bo  on  a  daj  of  me  he  took  his  leve. 

So  sorwful  eek,  that  I  went  Terrayly, 

That  he  had  feled  ala  moche  harm  as  I, 

Whan  that  I  herd  him  speke,  and  sanghhis  heweu 

But  natheles,  I  thouglit  he  waa  so  trewe. 

And  eek  that  he  achulde  repeire  ageyn 

Withinne  a  litel  while,  soth  to  aejn. 

And  resoun  wold  eek  that  he  moste  go 

For  his  honour,  as  oft  it  happeth  so.' 

Than  I  made  vertu  of  neoessite^ 

And  took  it  wel,  sethens  it  moste  be. 

As  I  best  might,  I  had  fro  him  mj  sorwe, 

And  took  him  by  the  hand,  seint  Johan  to  borwe,' 

And  sayde  thus:  '  Lo,  I  am  youres  al, 

Beth  such  as  I  have  be  to  you  and  schal.* 

What  he  answerd^  it  needeth  nat  to  reherse: 

Who  can  say  bet  than  he,  who  can  do  worse  f 

Whan  he  hath  al  wel  sayd,  thau  hath  he  doon. 

Therfor  bihoveth  him  a  ful  long  spoon, 

That  schal  ete  with  a  feend;*  thus  herd  I  say. 

So  atte  last  he  moste  forth  his  way, 

And  forth  he  fleetli,  til  he  cam  ther  him  leste. 

Whan  it  cam  him  to  purpos  for  to  reste^ 

I  trow  he  hadde  thilke  text*  in  mynde^ 

That  alle  thing  repeyryng  to  his  kynde 

1  I  can  form  lome  conceptioii  of  the  pain  of  death  flrom  what  I  t>.ca 
suffered.    I  felt  such  distress  as  he  eoold  not  believe. 

TlUBSsMtt. 
3  With  the  help  of  St.  John,  a  common  form  of  Invocation. 

*  This  expressive  proverb  was  common  in  the  middle  ages.  -Sfr. 
Wrij^ht  points  out  two  places  in  Shakc^ivare  where  it  occurs.  Comtdp 
qf  Errorg^  Act  iv.  so.  3, '  Many,  he  mu«t  have  a  long  spoon  that  must 
eat  with  the  devil  ;*  and  Temitegt,  Act  ii.sc.  a,  Stepbano  says,  *  Slercy  t 
mercy  1  this  is  a  davil,  and  no  monster:  1  will  leave  him;  I  have  no 
long  spoon.* 

*  This  is  taken  from  Boethlns,  lib.  iii.  met.  a,  thus  translated  by 
Chaucer : — *  All  thynges  sekon  ayen  to  liir  propre course,  and  all  thyngcf 
rejoysen  on  hir  retouminge  agayne  to  liir  nature.'  The  aompahson  oi 
tha  bird  is  fima  tha  same  lourca. 

2  I  2 
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Gladeth  himself;  thus  aejn  znen,  as  1 1 

Men  loven  of  kynde  newefangilnesse^ 

Aa  briddes  doon,  that  men  iu  cage  feed& 

For  theigh  thou  night  and  day  take  of  hem  heede^ 

And  straw  her  cage  fivire  and  soft  as  silk, 

And  geve  hera  sagre,  hony,  breed,  and  mylk, 

Yet  right  anoon  as  that  his  dore  is  nppe, 

He  with  his  feet  wil  spome  doun  his  cuppe/ 

And  to  the  wode  he  vil,  and  wormes  ete; 

So  newe£uigel  be  thei  of  her  mete. 

And  loven  non  leveres  of  propre  kinde; 

No  gentiles  of  blood  ne  may  hem  binde. 

So  ferde  this  tercelet,  alas  the  day ! 

Though  he  were  gentil  bom,  and  fresh,  and  gaj. 

And  goodly  for  to  see,  and  humble^  and  fi-ee, 

He  saw  upon  a  time  a  kite*  fie. 

And  sodeynly  he  loved  this  kite  soo. 

That  al  his  love  is  clene  fro  me  goo; 

And  hath  his  tro\ithe  falsed  in  this  wisa 

Thus  hathe  the  kite  my  love  in  hir  servise, 

And  I  am  lome  withoute  remedy.* 

And  with  that  worde  this  faukon  gan  to  crj. 

And  Bwowneth  eft  in  Canacees  bonne. 

Gret  was  the  sorwe  for  that  haukes  harme, 

That  Canaoe  and  alle  hire  wommen  made; 

They  nysten  howe  they  myght  the  finukon  gladau 

But  Canace  hom  bereth  hir  in  hir  lappe, 

And  Bofbely  in  piastres  gan  hir  wrappe, 

Ther  as  sche  with  hir  bek  hadde  hurt  hir  (lelve. 

Now  can  nought  Canace  hot  herbes  delve 

Out  of  the  grounde,  and  maken  salves  newe 

Of  herbes  precious  and  fyne  of  hewe^ 


aikt£.t>i^*  liBe..uul  I  am.  oblig«d  to  Uke  tlt»^  winder  ^-thrtsto  Mte 
X^«wiiiU,'ei>Uatod  with  the  Lantd.  MS.— W. 

<  The  kite  Ib  a  cowardly  ipedet  of  hawk,  qnito  uiit  for  iUeonrr 
aod  WM.  therefore,  the  emblem  of  everything  base,  ia  the  aget  whaa 
the  lore  of  this  sport  almoil  amounted  to  madaesa. 
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To  helen  with  this  hank  ;*  fro  cIaj  to  mght 

8che  doth  hir  besines,  and  al  hir  might. 

And  bj  hir  beddes  heed  sche  mode  a  mewe,^ 

And  coYered  it  with  veluettes  blewe,' 

In  dgne  of  trewthe  that  is  in  womman  seene ; 

And  al  withoute  the  mewe  is  peynted  greene, 

In  whiohe  were  peynted  alio  this  false  ibulea^      > 

As  ben  this  1  ideves,  tercelettes,  and  owles ;       ul^-f^'*^** 

And  pies,  on  hem  for  to  crye  and  ohide. 

Right  for  despite  were  peynted  hem  b3rBide.* 

Thus  lete  I  Canace  hir  hnnk  kepyng* 
I  wil  nomore  nowe  spoken  of  hir  rynge. 
Til  it  come  efb  to  purpos  for  to  aeyn, 
How  that  this  faukon  gat  hir  love  ageyn 
Bepentannt,  as  the  story  telleth  ns. 
By  mediacioun  of  Camballns 
The  kinges  sone,  of  which  that  I  yow  tolde ; 
But  hennesforth  I  wil  my  proces  holde 
To  speken  of  aventurcs,  and  of  batailes, 
That  yit  was  nerer  herd  so  grete  mervailes. 
First  wil  I  telle  yow  of  Cambynskan, 
That  in  his  time  many  a  cite  wan ; 
And  after  wil  I  s|)eke  of  Algarsif, 
How  that  he  wan  Theodora  to  his  wi£* 
For  whom  ful  ofte  in  grete  peril  he  was, 
Ne  had  he  ben  holpen  by  the  hors  of  bras. 


<  To  heal  tbli  hawk  with. 

*  A  mt»  waf  the  teehnieal  name  for  the  plaee  where  hawks  were 
kept  to  mew  or  moalt  in. 

*  Bine  was  the  colour  of  truth,  and  green  of  inconstancj  s  hence,  la 
Chaneer'f  Ballade  on  an  Inconstant  Lady  >— 

'  Instede  of  blewe.  thoa  may  ye  were  al  grene.' 
4  The  HSS.  transpose  these  two  lines,  evidently  by  mistake.    Mag- 
pies  are  observed  to  follow  all  birds  and  beasts  of  prey  with  loud  crlea, 
as  if  scolding  them,  to  which  h.ibit  the  allusion  refers. 

*  The  lines  of  this  couplet  nrc  also  transposed  in  many  MSS.  and 
printed  editions.  Tyrwliitt  puts  them  right,  and  ob8er\-es, '  According 
to  the  common  arrnnifement,  old  Oambuitcan  is  to  win  Thfcalcra  to  hi» 
veyf,  and  we  are  not  told  what  is  to  be  the  ol^ect  of  AlgaralTs  advctt* 
tnict.' 
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And  after  vil  I  speke  of  (^mballo. 
That  fooght  in  listes  with  the  brelJierea  too 
For  Canace,  er  that  he  might  hir  vrjnodj 
And  ther  I  left  I  wol  ageyn  beginne.* 


THE  FRANEELETICES  PROLOGS. 

*  TN  fiiith,  Sqxiier,  thou  hast  the  wel  j-qnit' 

-■-  And  gentilly,  I  preise  wel  thy  wit/ 
Quod  the  Fiankelejn, '  conaideriag  thin  yontha; 
So  felingly  thon  spekest,  sire,  I  aloue  the. 
As  to  my  dome,  ther  is  non  that  is  here^ 
Of  eloquence  that  schal  be  thy  pere, 
If  that  thou  live ;  God  geve  thee  goode  chaneo^ 
And  in  vertue  send  the  continuance. 
For  of  thy  speking  I  have  gret  deinte. 
I  hare  a  sone,  and  by  the  Trinite 
It  were  me  lever  tlum  twenty  pound  worth  loa^ 
Though  it  right  now  were  fallen  in  my  bond. 
He  were  a  man  of  swiche  discretion. 
As  that  ye  ben;  fie  on  possession,* 


•  I^ 


tfa*  Lusa.  Ha  tiM  MkmlQff  Ubm  an  Added  t  ^^ 


•BotIwUbM«BowaiMk«ttli»ott«      - 
Tin  tba  tia*  it  come  aeit  to  my  luiU: 
For  b«ra  b«  tfU^r*  Uiiiiwi*  m  ktpB  ljwlj» 
That  iroMa  talk*  falbvily*.   - 
Asd  hftT«  her  afxirt*  ai  «*sW  M  I. 
Aad  th«  daJa  pww  (h  fk<t  OKrtaaff. 
Tlwnfore.  oaie.  takrtli  ttuwa  enodt  hmd» 
Who  ■cLalla  imt>n«.  sad  l»ta  Lia  ^Mdn*— V. 

(The  IlMi  bare  quoted  are  sinirioiis,  Imt^the  Elkemcre  MS.  and  others  havt 
two  edditional  lines  which  are  pfobaLlr^moine,  tboogh  tbe  MoteiiM 
It  left  ioMmpietA.    Th^yare:—  ^^-^^ 

"Appollo  whlrieth  np  his  char  eo'lkf^ 
^y^  Tu  that  the  god  Mercunous  hous  the'S 
Add  m.mar€th.  The  meaning  ii.  the  tima  flics  tiil  the  iwi  eiifea«^the  sigB 
GeBiial,  whioh  wu  the  mansion  of  Mercury.— W.  W.  S.] 

•  .All  from  this  Tene  to  the  and  of  the  aecond-paragFaphr'jIa^'WOt  1 
■al4hat  It  li  good  y-now/  in  sopplied  Irom  the  lAoad.-  ^Mr.  WllKhL 

■  I  otra  not  fbr  property  or  poaMaBkxw  nnlen  tha  Qwaar  he  virtuoM^ 
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ButifamAabe  vertttOQs  vitliaL  ,     /^ 

I  have  my  aone  niibbed,  and  yet  sbal,  ^/ '  '^  ^^ 

For  he  to  vertue  listeth  not  to  entend, 

Bnt  for  to  play  at  dia,  and  to  diqjend^ 

And  lese  aU  that  he  hath,  is  his  usage ; 

And  he  had  lever  talken  with  a  page. 

Than  to  commune  with  any  gentil  wight^ 

Ther  he  might  leren  gentillesse  aright.' 

*  Straw  for  your  gentillessel*  quod  our  hoste. 
'  Whatt     Frankeleyn,  psirde,  aire,  wel  thou  wov^^ 
That  eche  of  you  mote  tellen  at  the  lest 
A  tale  or  twn,  or  broken  his  behest.* 

*  That  know  I  wel,  sire,*  quod  the  Frankeleyn, 

*  I  pray  you  haveth  me  not  in  disdein. 
Though  I  to  this  man  speke  a  word  or  two/ 

*  Tell  on  thy  tale,  withouten  wordes  mo.' 

'  Gladly,  sire  hoste/  quod  he, '  I  wol  obeye 
Unto  your  wiUe;  now  herkeneth  what  I  seje; 
I  wol  you  not  oontrarieu  in  no  wise^ 
As  fer  as  that  my  wittes  may  suffice. 
I  pray  to  God  that  it  may  plesen  you. 
That  wot  I  wel  that  it  is  good  y-now. 

'  This  olde  gentil  Bretons  in  here  dales 
Of  divers  aventures  maden  laies,^ 
Bimyden  in  her  firste  Breton  tonge ; 
Whiche  laies  with  here  instrumentes'  thei  songe^ 
Other  elles  redden  hem  for  her  plesanoe^ 
And  one  of  hem  have  I  in  remembrance, 
Which  I  flchal  seie  with  goode  wil  as  I  can. 
But>  sires,  because  I  am  a  burel  man,  ^     • .  /  ,  < 

■  This  expretsloa  appears  to  be  from  the  condusion  of  Harie's  Laii. 

*I>eI  arenture  de  oes  trda, 
Li  Auncien  Brctun  curteis 
Firent  le  lai  pur  remembrer  * 

<  Thef  Ti-ere  rang  to  the  harp,  as  appears  fl-um  a  fn^pueoi  la  31r. 
DcMice'i  eoUection : — 

*  Done  lals  de  harpe  t»  aprit , 
Ldus  BreUms  de  nostre  pais.* 


4AS  THE  CAirrERBURT  TALML 

At  mj  beginnyng  first  I  you  beseche 
Haveth  me  excused  of  my  rude  speche^ 
I  lemed  never  rethorik  certeine; 
Thinge  that  I  speke,  it  most  be  bare  and  pleine; 
Z  slept  never  on  the  mount  of  Parnaso, 
Ne  lemed  ISIarcus^  TuUius,  ne  Cithero.' 
Colours  ne  know  I  non,  withouten  drede. 
But  suche  colours  as  growen  in  the  mede, 
Or  elles  suche  as  men  deye  with  or  peinte; 
Colours  of  rethorik  ben  to  me  queynte ; 
My  spirit  feleth'  nought  of  suche  matiere. 
But  if  you  luste  my  ^e  schal  ye  here.* 


THE  PRAKKELEYNES  TALE. 

[The  Breton  lay,  from  which  the  Frankeleyne  professes  i* 
have  deiiTed  his  story,  is  not  known  to  exist  The  soljcct, 
howerer,  seems  to  have  survived  in  a  popular  fabliait, 
which  Boccaccio  has  drawn  apon  in  the  Decameron,  and 
also  introdiiced  into  his  Philocnpe.  The  reader  will  observe 
the^ifference  between  the  spirit  of  the  Teutonic  ssd^^ithe 
BretraT  iable,  eharacterLstic  of  the  marked  distinctio^^tween 
the  Saxon  and  Britbh  races.  The  former  is  familiar  with 
traits  of  daring  and  heroic  virtue,  and  sometimes  of  violence 
and  crime;  the  latter  is  tinged  with  a  cestaia  sod  and  refined 
licentiousness  which  confuses  the  moral  perception,  and  indi- 
cates the  presence  of  the  Italian  element  introduced  by  the 
Boman  colonists,  but  happily  expelled  from  the  national 
character  by  our  Saxon  forefathers.  In  -  this  tale  there 
are  passages  which  equal,  and  perhaps  exceed^in  beauty 
any  that  Chaucer  ever  wrote ;  and  indeed  nothing  Omt  his 

*  This  blnndcriiif  about  Cicero's  name  is  iM^bably  designed  as  aa 
affeotation  b^  whidi  tlie  country  fvntleman  Jhows  Ids  conCempt  for  alt 
such  learning.  y""  / 

'  A  mc«lexpresslTe  phrase  to  denote  the  inability  of  an  vncoltlvaled 
mind  1o  appredata^tha  beautiea  el  atylei  answarii^  to  the  flmich 
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{ididoai4md«legtiittn«tmeiit  ocrald  hsrrnden^ 

pleasiRg  A  storj.] 

TN  Armoiiky  that  depid  is  Bretaigue^ 

-^  Ther  was  a  knyght^  that  loved  and  dede  his  i^cTnc 

To  serven  a  ladj  in  his  beate  wise; 

And  many  a  labour,  manj  a  grete  emprim 

He  for  his  ladj  wrouht,  or  sche  were  wonne; 

For  sche  was  on  the  fairest  under  sonne^ 

And  eke  therto  oom  of  so  hihe  kinrede^ 

That  wele  unnethes  dorst  this  knyht  for  drede 

Tel  hir  his  woo,  his  peine^  and  his  distresse. 

But  at  the  last^  sche  for  his  worthinesses 

And  namely  for  his  meke  obeissance. 

Hath  suche  a  pite  caught  of  his  penaaoe^ 

That  prively  sche  fel  of  his  aocorie 

To  take  him  for  hir  husbonde  and  hir  lorde» 

(Of  sudie  lordschip  as  men  han  over  hire  w^tcs);* 

And,  for  to  lede  the  more  in  blisse  her  lyvea^ 

Of  his  fre  wil  he  swore  hire  as  a  knyht^ 

That  never  in  his  wil  be  day  ne  nyht 

Ne  scholde  he  upon  him  take  no  maistrie 

Ageines  hir  wille,  ne  kythe  hire  jelousye, 

But  hire  obeie,  and  folowe  hire  wille  in  al, 

As  any  lover  to  his  lady  schal; 

Save  that  the  name  of  sovereigneto 

That  wolde'  he  have  for  schame  of  his  degre. 

Sche  thonketh  him,  and  with  ful  grete  humble^sae 

Sche  seide;  'Sir,  seththe  of  youre  geutillesse 

Ye  prefer  me  to  have  als  large  a  reyne^ 

Ke,  wold  nevere  God  betwix  us  tweyne, 

As  in  my  gulte,  were  eyther  werre  or  strif.' 

Sir,  I  wil  be  youre  humble  trewe  wi^ 


1  Apparently  ironical. 

>  The  Lansd  MS.  readf  notde^  which  completely  deetroyf  thercaean- 
ttkgjoLihe  pasMge. 

*  Nor,  would  to  God,  that  there  should  ever  he  strife  lietween  as  tw« 
•a  aooonnt  of  any  guilt  of  mine. 
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HaTe  here  my  tronthe,  til  that  myn  herte  Lnwto.' 

Thus  ben  they  bothe  in  quiete  and  in  rustei 

For  o  thinge,  sires,  saufly  dar  I  seie. 

That  frendes  everyche  other  motte  obeie. 

If  thei  wil  longe  holde  compaigne. 

Love  wil  nouht  ben  constreyned  by  maistre. 

Whan  maistre  commeth,  the  god  of  love  anon 

Beteth  his  winges,  and  &re  wel,  he  is  gon.^ 

Love  is  a  thinge,  as  any  spirit,  fre. 

Wommen  oi  kinde  desiren  liberte. 

And  noolit  to  be  constreined  as  a  thral ; 

And  so  doth  men,  if  I  the  sothe  saie  schaL 

Loke  who  that  is  most  pacient  in  love. 

He  is  at  his  avantage  al  above.* 

Paciens  is  an  hihe  vertue  oertein, 

For  it  venquisheth,  as  this  clei'kes  sein, 

Thinges  that  rigour  never  sholde  atteine. 

For  evexy  worde  men  may  nouht  chide  ne  pleiii«b 

Lemeth  to  suffer,  or  elles,  so  most  I  gon. 

Ye  schul  it  leme  whether  ye  wol  or  non. 

For  in  tliis  world  certein  no  wight  ther  is, 

That  he  ne  doth  or  seyth  som  time  amis. 

Ire,  or  sikenesse,  or  constellacioun, 

Wyn,  wo,  or  chaunginge  of  oomplexioun^ 

Catiseth  ful  oft  to  don  amys  or  speken. 

On  every  wronge  men  maye  nouht  be  wreken; 

After  the  time  most  be  temperance 

To  every  wight  that  can  of  governance. 

And  therfor  hath  this  worthy  wise  knight 

To  liven  in  ese  suffrance  hir  behight ; 

And  ache  to  him  fill  wisely  gan  to  swere, 

That  nevere  schold  ther  be  de&ute  in  hire. 

Here  may  men  seen  an  humble  wise  aeoorde; 

Thus  hath  sche  take  hire  servant  and  hir  lonle^ 


I  AMetdetvUIprsmark  the  eleffwtslmplinitjr  m4  gfrttwl  iritiwa 
tf  ****■  nifff"  >o  characteristic  of  Chavoer^  g«niua. 
'  That  if.  He  who  asserta  the  leaat  Mthorit/  in  maUanot  loftw 
I  la  reality  the  i 
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Berwnt  in  love,  and  lord'd  in  manage.  * 

Than -was  he  bothe  in  loi'deschipe  aiid  senrag^r 

8ervaget  nay,  but  in  lovdeschip  al  above, 

Sethen  he  hath  bothe  his  lady  and  his  love; 

HiB  lad  J  certefl^  and  his  wif  flJso, 

The  which  that  law  of  love  accordeth  ta 

And  whan  he  was  in  this  prosperitey 

Home  with  his  wif  he  goth  to  his  contre, 

Nouht  fer  fro  Penmarke;^  ther  his  dwellings  was^ 

Wher  as  he  leveth  m  blisse  diid  in  solas. 

Who  oonthe.telle^  but  he  had  wedded  be^ 
The  joj,  the  ese,  ahd  the  prosperite^ 
That  is  betwix  an  housbond  and  his  wiff 
A  yero  and  more  lastcth  this  blisful  lif, 
Til  that  this  knight,  of  which  I  spak  of  thus^ 
That  of  Cairrud  was  cleped  Arviragus, 
Schope  him  to  gon  and  dwelle  a  yere  or  tweyne 
In  Engelond,  that  cleped  eke  was  Bretayne, 
To  sake  in  armes  woi-scliipo  and  honour, 
(For  al  his  lust  he  set  in  sucbe  labour) ; 
And  dwelleth  there  tuo  yere;  the  boke  seith  thus. 

Now  wil  I  stint  of  this  Arviragns, 
And  speken  I  wil  of  Dorigen  his  wif, 
That  loveth  hire  liusbond  as  hire  hertes  ii£ 
For  his  absence  wepeth  sclie  and  9iketh, 
As  don  this  noble  wives  whan  hem  liketh ; 
Sche  morneth,  waketh,  waileth,  fastcth,  pleynetb; 
Desire  of  his  presence  hir  so  distreineth, 
That  al  this  wide  worl4  sdie.se t  at  nouht. 
Hire  frendes,  which  tlrnt  knewe  hir  bevy  thouht, 

■  Ptnmark  U  to  be  found  in  the  modern  maps  of  Brittanj,  between 
Brett  and  Tort  rOrient.  AH  the  names  in  this  poem  are  Breton,  and 
many  will  be  recognized  by  any  one  who  has  boon  in  Wales.  Ptnmark 
\i  Arom  Pen.  caput,  and  mark,  limt»,  reqfot  the  first  element  oX  the 
word  enters  into  many  Welsh  names,  as  Penman  Mater,  tlie  prrcat  head- 
land. Caimul  mcan»  the  red  city ;  Cair,  a  city,  is  found  in  Camarron, 
Carlisle,  and  Carhaix  in  Brill  any.  Droi/uen  or  Dortrtten  was  the  name 
oi  the  wife  of  Alain  I.  Aurt'lius  is  a  Breton  name  derived  firom  th« 
Roman  colonists.  Arvira§\t»  U  apparently  a  Breton  name  latinii«d»  M 
Canctaetu  from  Caradoc,  and  is  found  in  Juvenal,  Sat  ir:''M7* 
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Comfortcn  hire  in  al  that  ever  tbei  may; 

Thei  prechen  hire,  thei  tellen  hire  nyht  and  daj. 

That  causelea  sche  eleth  hir  self^  alas ! 

And  every  comfort  possible  in  this  cas 

They  don  to  hire,  with  al  here  businesse, 

And  al  to  make  hire  leve  hire  hevynesse. 

By  prooes,  as  ye  knowen  everychone, 

Men  mowe  so  longe  graven  in  a  stone. 

Til  som  figure  therinne  emprinted  be ; 

So  longe  have  thei  comforted  hire,  that  sche 

Reoeyved  hath,  by  hope  and  by  rcsoun. 

The  emprintinge  of  hire  consolacioun. 

Thorugh  which  hire  grete  sorwe  gan  assuage ; 

8che  may  not  alway  duren  in  suche  rage. 

And  eke  Arviragiis,  in  al  this  cai*e, 

Hath  sent  his  lettres  home  of  his  welfare, 

And  that  he  wolde  oome  hastily  age3m, 

Or  elles  had  this  sorwe  hire  herte  sleyn. 

Hire  frendes  sauh  hire  sorwe  gan  to  slake, 

And  preiden  hire  on  knees,  for  Goddes  sake. 

To  come  and  romen  in  here  companye. 

Away  to  driven  hire  derke  fantasie; 

And  finally  sche  graunted  that  request, 

For  wel  sche  sauh  that  it  was  for  the  best 

Now  stode  hir  castel  faste  by  the  see, 
And  often  with  hire  frendes  walked  sche, 
Hir  to  disporten  on  the  bank  an  hihe, 
Wher  as  sche  many  a  schip  and  barge  sihe, 
Sailinge  her  cours,  wher  as  hem  liste  to  ga 
But  yit  was  that  a  parcel  of  hir  wo, 
For  to  hir  selve  ful  oft, '  alas  I'  seid  sche, 
*  Is  ther  no  schip,  of  so  many  as  I  se, 
Wil  bringen  home  my  lorde?  than  were  myu  hetim 
Al  warisshed  of  this  bitter  peine  smerte.* 

Another  time  wold  sche  sitte  and  thinke; 
Ajid  kast  hir  eye  dounward  fro  the  brinke; 
But  whan  sche  sawh  the  grisly  rokkes  blake. 
For  verray  fere  so  wolde  hire  herte  qwake^ 
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Thai  <m  hir  feet  ache  myhte  nouht  liir  soaienei 

Than  wolde  ache  sdt  adoun  upon  the  grene^ 

And  pitonslj  into  the  see  biholde,  ,  « 

And  seyn  right  thus,  with  careful  sikes  oolde      n^/  z**^  *•'  / 

*  Eteme  God,  that  thorugh  thy  puryeahoe  ^ 

Ledest  this  world  by  certcin  goYemance^ 

In  idel,^  as  men  sein,  ye  noihinge  make.  ^  , 

But,  Lord,  this  grisely  fendely  rodces  blake^       /^  '    •*' 

That  semen  rather  a  foule  confusioun 

Of  werke,  than  any  faire  creacioun 

Of  suche  a  parfit  wise  Qod  and  stable^ 

Why  han  ye  wrouht  this  werk  unresonable? 

For  by  this  werke,  southe,  northe,  este,  ne  weaft^ 

Ther  nis  i-foRtred  man,  ne  brid,  ne  best; 

It  doth  no  goo<l.  to  my  wit,  but  anoyeth. 

See  ye  nouht.  Lord,  how  mankind  it  destioyethi 

An  hundred  thousand  bodies  of  mankinde 

Han  rokkes  slein,  al  be  they  nouht  in  mynde ; 

Which  mankinde  is  so  faire  parte  of  thy  werke. 

Thou  madest  it  like  to  thyn  owen  merke^' 

Than,  semeth  it,  ye  had  a  gret  <^erte  0 

Toward  mankinde ;  but  how  than  may  it  be. 

That  ye  suche  menea  make  it  to  destroyent 

Which  menes  doth  no  good,  but  ever  anoyen. 

I  woot  wel,  clerkes  woln  sein  as  hem  lest 

By  argumentZy  that  al  is  for  the  best^ 

Though  I  ne  can  the  causes  nought  y-knowe; 

But  thilke  God  that  maad  the  wind  to  blow€| 

As  kepe  my  lord,  this  is  my  oondusioun;  ^ 

To  clerkes  lete  I  al  disputisoun; 

But  wolde  God,  that  al  this  rokkes  blake 

Were  sonken  into  helle  for  his  sake  I 

This  rokkes  slee  myn  hcrte  for  the  fere.* 

Thus  wold  sche  say  with  many  a  pitous  tera 

Hire  frendes  sawe  that  it  nas  no  disport 
To  romen  by  the  see,  but  discomfort, 


2  la  TtlD.  *  Ib  thine  oiroiiBafe,  Bt»:fL 
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And  sckope  hem  for  to  pleien  som vhere  ellet. 
They  leden  hire  by  riyers  and  by  welles, 
And  eke  in  other  places  delitables; 
They  danncen  and  they  play  at  ches  and  tablei*' 
So  on  a  day,  right  in  the  morwe  tide, 
Unto  a  gardeyn  that  was  ther  beside. 
In  which  that  they  had  made  her  ordinanoe 
Of  yitaile,  and  of  other  purveaQCOy 
They  gon  and  plaie  hem  al  the  longe  day; 
And  this  was  on  the  sixte  morwe  of  l^lay ; 
Which  May  had  pointed  with  his  sofbe  schovrei 
This  gardeyn  ful  of  leves  and  of  floures : 
And  craft  of  mannes  hond  so  cuiionsly 
Arrayed  had  this  gardeyn  trewely. 
That  neyer  was  ther  gardeyn  of  snche  pris^ 
But  if  it  wore  the  verray  paradia. 
The  odoor  of  flonrea  and  the  fresshe  siht, 
Wold  han  y-maked  any  herte  light 
That  erer  was  bom,  bnt  if  to  gret  sikenessa 
Or  to  gret  sorwe  held  it  in  distresse, 
So  ful  it  was  of  beaute  and  plesaonca. 
And  after  dinner  gan  thay  to  daunoe 
And  singe  also,  sauf  Dorigen  alone, 
Which  made  alway  hire  compleynt  and  hire  mone^ 
For  sche  ne  sawh  him  on  the  dannce  go. 
That  was  hir  honsbond,  and  hire  love  also; 
But  natheles  sche  moste  hir  time  abide, 
And  with  good  hope  lete  hire  sorwe  slide. 
Upon  this  daunce,  amonges  othere  men, 
Daunced  a  squier  before  Borigen, 
That  fresscher  was  and  jolier  of  array, 
As  to  my  dome,  than  is  the  moneth  of  May. 


1  Ch^  and  bftckgammon  are  sopposed  to  be  rerj  andent.  Tbe 
Honiicr  k  mentioned  in  the  Iliad,  *  Eobert  of  Gloooester,'  a  poet  of 
the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  enumerates  it  among  other  knightly  amwefi 

« Wyth  pleyynge  at  tables,  other  atte  chekere,   \  \ 

Wjtta  oastymge*  othervfyth  asetjnge,  other  la  aoai^  otiisr  auuMi«.*\ 
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He  ringeili  and  datmsetb  passing  any  maa^ 

That  is  or  was  siththe  that  the  world  began; 

Therwith  he  was,  if  men  schnid  him  descriye^ 

On  of  the  beste  faringe  men  on  live, 

Yonge,  strong,  riht  virtnous,  and  riche,  and  wim^ 

And  wel  beloved,  and  holden  in  gret  prise. 

And  Bchortly,  if  the  soth  I  tellen  schiJ^ 

TJnweting  of  this  Dorigen  at  al, 

This  lusty  sqnier,  servant  to  Yenna, 

Which  that  y-deped  was  Axiriliua, 

Had  loved  hire  best  of  any  creatore 

Two  yere  and  more,  as  was  his  adventare; 

But  never  dorst  he  tellen  hire  his  grevance, 

Withouten  cuppe  he  drank  al  his  penance.^ 

He  was  dispeired,  nothing  dorst  he  seye, 

Sauf  in  his  Bonges  sorawhat  wolde  he  wreye 

His  woo,  as  in  a  general  oompleyning; 

He  said,  he  loved,  and  was  beloved  nothing. 

Of  suche  matier  made  he  many  layes, 

Songes,  compleyntes,  roundelets,  virelaycs;' 

How  that  he  dorste  not  his  sorwe  teller 

But  languissheth  as  doth  a  ^jr  in  helle ; 

And  deie  he  must,  he  seid,  as  did  Ekko' 

For  NarcLsus,  that  dorst  nought  telle  hir  wo. 

In  other  maner  than  ye  here  me  seye 

Ko  dorst  he  nouht  to  hii-e  his  wo  bewreye, 


I  This  line  to  obscure ;  but  it  8«emi  to  mean,  He  Indalged  Us  lor 
row  witbout  limit,  as  one  who  drinks  without  cup ;  i.  e.,  without  meunre 

"^  Of  these  kinds  of  poems  we  have  examples  in  Chaucerl  works,  ft. 
In  fhe  Cmiplaint  nf  Man  and  FentM.    The  poem  bPgtnntitf— 

*  Alone  walking 
In  thought  plainyng 
And  sore  sighing, 
All  doMlaUi^'  (vol.  iil.  JK  436) 

Is  a  specimen  of  the  rlrelaye,  nearly  sjnonymons  with  *  round'  or 
*  roundelct,'  the  origin,  probably,  of  what  is  now  called  a  *  catch.' 

B  Meianwrph.,  lib.  iil.  37o.  Ovid  was  a  fkvourite  author  In  the 
middle  ages,  and  3Ir.  Wright  says  that  the  story  of  AorciMttf  wad 
Bade  the  suljeot  of  a  French  >9i6tfnii. 
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Sauf  that  paraventare  som  time  at  dauQces, 

Ther  yonge  folk  kcpcn  her  observauacea^ 

It  xaay  vel  be  he  loked  oa  hir  fiice 

In  suifihe  a  wise,  as  man  that  axeth  grace, 

But  nothing  wiste'  ache  of  his  entent. 

Natlieles  it  happed,  er  they  thennes  went, 

Because  that  he  was  hire  neighebour, 

And  was  a  man  of  worschipe  and  honour, 

And  had  y-knowen  him  oft  times  yore, 

Thei  felle  in  speche,  and  forth  ay  more  and  morf 

Unto  his  purpos  drowh  Aurilius ; 

And  whan  he  sawh  his  time,  he  seide  thus. 

*  Madame/  quod  he,  '  by  God,  that  this  world  mad» 
So  that  I  wist  it  might  your  herte  glade, 

I  wolde  that  day,  tliat  your  Arviragus 
Weut  over  see,  tliat  I  Aurilius 
Had  went  ther  I  schold  never  come  agein; 
For  wel  I  wot  my  ser\dse  is  in  vein. 
My  guerdon  nys  but  bresting  of  myn  hertai 
Madame,  reweth  upon  my  peines  smerte, 
For  with  a  word  ye  may  me  sle  or  save. 
Here  at  youre  feet  God  wold  tliat  I  were  grare : 
I  ne  have  as  now  no  leiser  more  to  seye ; 
Have  mercy,  swete,  or  ye  wol  do  me  deye.* 
Sche  gan  to  loke  upon  Aurilius; 

*  Is  this  your  wil,*  quod  sche,  '  and  say  ye  thust 
Never  erst,^  quod  sche,  'ne  wist  I  what  ye  ment; 
But  now,  Aurilie,  I  know  your  entent. 

By^  thilke  God,  that  gave  me  sotde  and  li^ 
Ke  schal  I  never  ben  untrewe  wif 
In  word  ne  werk ;  as  fer  as  I  have  witte, 
I  wil  ben  his  to  whom  that  I  am  knitte. 
Take  this  for  final  answer  as  of  me.' 
But  after  that  in  play  thus  seide  sche: 
<  Aurilie,'  quod  sche, '  by  hihe  God  above^ 
Tit  wil  I  graunte  you  to  be  your  love^ 
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^in  I  yow  Bee  so  pitoualy  oompleyne), 

Loke,  what  day  tliat  endelong  BreteigiM 

Ye  remeve  al  the  rokkes,  ston  by  ston. 

That  they  ne  letten  schip  ne  bote  to  gon; 

I  say,  whan  ye  have  maad  this  cost  so  done 

Of  rokkes,  that  ther  nys  no  Eton  y-sene^ 

Than  wol  I  love  yow  best  of  any  man, 

Have  here  my  trouthe,  in  al  that  ever  I  can ; 

For  wel  I  wot  that  that  schal  never  betide. 

Let  suche  folie  out  of  youre  herte  glide. 

What  deynte  scholde  a  man  have  in  his  li( 

For  to  go  love  another  mannes  wif, 

That  hath  hir  body  whan  that  ever  him  likethf 

Auriliiis  ful  often  sore  siketh; 

'  Is  ther  non  other  grace  in  youf*  qnod  he. 

'  No,  by  that  Lord,'  quod  sche,  *  that  maked  roei* 

Wo  was  Aurilie  whan  that  he  this  herde. 

And  with  a  sorweful  herte  he  thus  answcnJe* 

'  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  this  were  an  impossible. 

Than  moste  I  deie  of  sodeyn  dcth  horrible.' 

And  with  that  word  he  turned  him  anon. 

Tho  come  hir  other  frendes  many  on. 
And  in  the  aUeyes  romed  up  and  doun. 
And  nothing  wist  of  this  conclusioun. 
But  sodeynly  began  to  revel  newe, 
Til  that  the  brighte  Sonne  had  lost  his  hewe. 
For  the  orizont  had  reft  the  sonne  his  liht, 
(This  IB  as  much  to  sayn  as  it  was  nyht)  ;* 
And  home  thci  gon  in  joye  aud  solas; 
Sauf  only  wrecche  Aurilius,  alas ! 
He  to  his  hous  is  gon  with  sorweful  herte. 
He  saith,  he  may  not  from  his  deth  asterteu 
Him  semeth,  that  he  felt  his  herte  colde. 
Up  to  the  heven  his  handes  gaa  he  holde, 


*  Th«  Fraokeleyne  appears  to  hare  been  InadTertentlf  betrayed 
into  the  lue  of  a  pocticid  expreatton,  whick  he  haeteai  to  transUto 
iiOO  pUin  Eoflifh. 

VOL.  I.  2  K 
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And  on  his  knees  bare  he  set  him  doan, 

And  in  his  raving  seid  his  orisoim. 

For  vetray  wo  out  of  his  witte  he  braide, 

He  nyst  nooht  what  he  spak,  but  thus  he  seidsj 

With  pitous  herte  his  plejnt  hath  he  begonu« 

Unto  the  goddes,^  and  first  unto  the  sonne. 

He  seid, '  Apollo,  God  and  goyemour 

Of  every  plante,  herbe,  tre,  and  flour. 

That  givest  after  thy  declinacioun 

To  eche  of  hem  his  tyme  and  sesoun. 

As  that  thin  herbergh  chaungeth  low  and  hih«; 

Lord  PhebuS)  cast  thy  merciable  eya 

On  wreoche  Aurilie,  which  that  am  for-lorne. 

Lo,  lord,  my  lady  hath  my  deth  y-swome 

Withouten  gilt,  but  thy  benignite 

Upon  my  dedly  herte  have  some  pitei 

For  wel  I  wot,  lord  Phebus,  if  you  lest, 

Ye  may  me  helpen,  sauf  my  lady,  best. 

Now  Toucheth  sau^  that  I  may  you  devise 

How  that  I  may  be  holpe  and  in  what  wise,  r  > 

Tour  blisful  saster,  Lucina*  the  schene,  -f' 

That  of  the  see  is  chief  goddes  and  qwene ; — 

though  Neptunus  have  deite  in  the  see, 

Tit  emperes  aboven  him  is  sche; 

Ye  knowe  wel,  lord,  that  right  as  hir  desire 

Is  to  be  quiked  and  lihted  of  your  fire, 

For  which  sche  folwith  yow  ful  beaily, 

Ri^t  so  the  see  desireth  naturelly 

To  folwen  hir,  as  sche  that  is  goddesse 

Both  in  the  see  and  rivers  more  and  lesse. 

Wherfor,  lord  Phebus,  this  is  my  request, 

Do  this  miracle,  or  do  myn  herte  brest; 


*  Ohe  of  the  namei  of  Diana,  h«re  called  goddett  of  the  rcit 
beeaaie  the  tides  are  inflaenced  by  the  changes  oi  the  moon.  He  doct 
BOt  addreae  himself  to  Diana  immediately,  probably  because  he  c«>iild 
Bot  expect  that  such  a  prayer  should  be  lavovraMy  reoeived  \ff  tibo 
goddess  ofehattity. 
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lliat  now  next  at  this  oppotidoun. 
Which  in  the  signe  schal  be  of  the  Lyonn, 
Afl.preyeth  hire  so  grete  a  flood  to  bringe, 
That  five  fiithome  at  the  lest  it  orerspringe 
The  hibest  rokke  in  Armorik  Bretaine^ 
And  let  this  flod  enduren  yeres  twaine; 
Than  certes  to  my  lady  may  I  say, 
Holdeth  yonr  hest,  the  rokkes  ben  away« 
Lord  Phebus,  this  miracle  doth  for  me^ 
IVey  hire  sche  go  no  faster  conrs  than  ye; 
I  sey  this,  preyeth  your  suster  that  ache  go 
No  faster  cours  than  ye  this  jeres  tao; 
Than  schal  sche  even  be  at  ful  alway, 
And  spring-flood  lasten  bothe  night  and  day. 
And  but  sche  vouchesauf  in  suche  manere 
To  graunten  me  my  sovereigne  lady  dere. 
Prey  hir  to  sinken  every  rok  adonn 
Into  hir  owen  darke  regioon 
Under  the  gi*ounde,  ther  Pltito  duelleth  inne, 
Or  nevermo  schal  I  my  lady  wynne. 
Thy  temple  in  Delphos  wil  I  barfote  seke;^. 
Lord  Phebus,  se  the  teres  on  my  cheke, 
And  on  my  peyne  have  some  compassioun.* 
And  with  that  word  in  sorwe  he  fel  adoun, 
And  longe  time  he  lay  forth  in  a  trauncew 
His  brother,  which  that  knew  of  his  penaunc0| 
Up  cauht  him,  and  to  bed  he  hath  him  bronht. 
Dispeired  in  this  turment  and  this  thouht^ 
Let  I  this  woful  creature  lye, 
Chese  he  for  me  whether  he  wol  leve  or  deye. 

Arviragus  with  hele  and  grcte  honour 
(As  he  that  was  of  chevalrie  the  flour) 
Is  comen  home,  and  other  woi*thy  men. 
O,  blisful  art  thou  now,  thou  Dorigen, 
That  hast  thy  lusty  housbond  in  thin  armes, 
The  fressche  knight,  the  worthy  man  of  annes, 


*  Vtwiaaa  pUgriBUkgrn  wen  common  to  all  formr  of  religion. 

2  s  a 
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Thai  lovetli  the,  as  his  owen  hertes  lit; 

Nothing  list  him  to  be  imaginatif, 

If  any  iright  had  spoke,  while  he  was  oiite^ 

To  hure  of  love;  he  had  of  that  no  doute; 

He  nonht  entendeth  to  no  sache  matere, 

Bat  daunceth,  justeth,  and  maketh  mery  chem 

And  thus  in  joye  and  blisse  I  let  hem  dweller 

And  of  the  sike  Aurilius  wol  I  telle. 

In  langour  and  in  torment  furius 

Twa  yere  and  more  lay  wrecche  Anrilins, 

Er  any  foot  on  erthe  he  mighte  gon ; 

Ne  oomfort  in  this  time  had  he  non, 

Saof  of  his  brother,  which  that  was  a  clerk. 

He  knew  of  al  this  wo  and  al  this  werk; 

For  to  non  other  creature  certein 

Of  this  matere  he  doxste  no  word  seyn; 

Under  his  breet  he  bar  it  more  secre 

Than  ererdede  Pamphilus  for  Galathe.^ 

His  brest  was  hole  withouten  for  to  sene^ 

But  in  his  herte  ay  was  the  arwe  kene; 

And  wel  ye  wote  that  of  a  sursanure  .r 

In  suxgerie  ful  perilous  is  the  cure, 

But  men  myght  touch  the  arwe  or  come  therby* 

His  brother  wepeth  and  weyleth  prively. 

Til  at  the  last  him  fel  in  remembraunce, 

That  whiles  he  was  in  Orleaunce  in  Fraunc%* 

As  yonge  olerkes,  that  ben  llkeroua 

To  reden  artes  that  ben  curious. 


I  Utrj,  milled  by  hit  elmsiical  learning,  tltend  this  Uim  to 
*  Than  Polyphemus  did  for  Galatheo ;' 
tnt  theaUiulon  is  to  a  Latin  poem  popular  In  Ckaoeer^  time,  in  wMok 
PamptaUos  deaeribct  hit  love  of  Galatea  In  the  foltowing  atyla  :— 
•  Volaeror,  «t  claoaom  porto  lub  pootora  tdmn,'  ao. 

I  TTEWniTT. 


*  Tlia  TTnlTenlty  of  Orleans  was  a  celebrated  seat  of  learalhf  vtll  It 
was  sopplanted  1^  that  of  Paris;  and,  as  Mr.  Wright  remarks, tba 
Hralry  between  them  probably  (aTe  rise  to  the  Impntatlon  that  m^flo 
was  practised  at  Orl^pns. 


J 


)^-^-t,%  ^  t  2'       i^^^^-^^     ^  f  L./ t^-i"*- *^^' 


/ 
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Btikexi  in  every  halke  and  every  hen^* 

Particulere  adenoes  for  to  leme^ 

He  him  remembretb,  tbat  upon  a  day. 

At  Orleaunoe  in  studle  a  boke  he  sejo 

Of  magik  nature!,  which  hia  fdaw,* 

That  -was  tliat  time  a  bacheler  of  law, 

Al  were  he  ther  to  leme  another  erafl^ 

Had  prively  upon  hia  desk  y-laft; 

Which  book  spak  moche  of  operaeioona 

Touchinge  the  eight  and  twenty  manaionnt 

That  longen  to  the  mone,  and  auche  folie 

As  in  oure  dayes  nys  not  worth  a  flye; 

For  holy  cherches  feith,*  in  our  byleve, 

Ke  suffireth  non  illusioun  ua  to  greve. 

And  whan  this  boke  was  in  his  remembraunoe^ 

Anon  for  joye  hia  herte  gan  to  daunoe^ 

And  to  him  self  he  seide  prively;  . 

*  My  brother  schal  be  ^wisshed  hastely ;         ^^' 

For  I  am  siker  that  ther  be  sciences, 

By  which  men  maken  divers  apparencsK, 

Such  as  this  subtil  tregetoures  pleyn.* 

For  oft  at  festes  have  1  wel  herd  seyn. 


I  Every  hole  and  eorner.  '  ^«e  note  4  Mow* 

s  Ih  the  exaiDinatlon  of  eonfcienod  by  the  ten  commandraentu,  the 
>M  books  of  theology  class  fortune-telling,  magio,  inten)retation  of 
dreams^  and.  in  short,  the  belief  in  any  power  not  dependeni  upon 
Ood,  among  the  breaches  of  the  flmt  commandment. 

-*  TyrWhitt  here  obticrves : — *  If  we  compare  the  feats  of  the  fre- 
fetours,  as  described  in  this  passage,  with  those  which  are  afterward! 
performed  by  the  clerlie's  magic,  for  tlie  entertainment  of  his  guests, 
we  shall  find  them  rery  similar ;  and  they  may  both  be  illustrated  by 
the  following  account  which  Sir  John  Mandevilc  has  given  of  the  ex- 
hibition before  the  grete  cAon.w-*  And  then  comen  Jogulcura  and 
encftofjfMires,  that  don  many  murraylles  \  for  they  maken  to  come  in 
the  ayr  the  sonne  and  the  mone,  be  semynge,  to  every  mannet  sight. 
And  after  they  maken  the  night  so  dark,  that  no  man  may  see  no 
thing.  And  after  they  maken  the  day  to  come  ayen  fair  and  pleasant 
with  bright  sonne  to  every  mannea  sight.  And  then  they  bringen  in 
daunecxot  tlie  fairest  damysellesof  the  world  and  richest  arrayed.  .  . . 
And  than  they  make  tny[^kte»  to  jctuten  in  armes  full  lustily,  &«. 
And  ibhn  they  make  to  come  in  kuntyng  for  the  hcrt  and  for  the  boor« 
with  houndei  renningwith  open  mouthe.*— Makpbviix*!  gVogel*,  pi 
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f     That  tregetooresy  vithin  an  halle  larger 
Have  made  come  ill  a  water  and  a  barge^ 
And  in  the  halle  rowen  up  and  dotin. 
Bom  time  hath  semed  come  a  grim  lyotm ; 
And  8om  time  floures  springe  as  in  a  raede; 
8om  time  a  Tine,  and  grap^  white  and  rede; 
8om  time  a  castel  al  of  Ilnie  and  ston, 
And  whan  hem  liketh  voldeth  it  anon; 
Thus  semeth  it  to  every  mannes  sight. 
Now  than  conclude  I  thus,  if  that  I  might 
At  Orleannoe  aom  olde  felaw.  finde. 
That  hath  this  mones  mansions  in  mynd^ 
Or  other  magik  naturel  above, 
He  scholde  wel  make  my  brother  have  his  ]nT% 
For  with  an  apparenoe  a  clerk  may  make 
To  mannes  sig^t,  that  alle  the  rokkes  blake 
Of  Breteigne  were  y-voided  everichon. 
And  schippes  by  the  brinke  comen  and  gem. 
And  in  suche  forme  endure  a  day  or  tuo; 
Than  were  my  brother  warisshed  of  his  wo^ 
Than  most  sche  nodes  holden  hire  behest, 
Or  elles  he  schal  schame  hire  at  the  lest* 
What  schold  I  make  a  lenger  tale  of  ihial 
TTnto  his  brothers  bedde  comen  he  is^ 
And  snohe  comfort  he  gaf  him,  for  to  gon 
To  Orleaunce^  that  he  up  stert  anon, 
And  on  his  way  forth-ward  tKan  is  he  &re^ 
In  hope  for  to  ben  lissed  of  his  care. 
Whan  they  were  oome  almost  to  that  dte^ 
Bat  if  it  were  a  tuo  furlong  or  thre, 
A  yonge  clerke  roming  by  himself  they  mette. 
Which  that  in  Latine  thriftily  hem  grette. 

t85v-tf.  See  also  p.  stf  i  >-^  And  whef  it  be  bf  enlt  er  nrsromaa^e.  I 
trot  mere.'  Tftqtiow  mppean  to  be  derlTed  from  <rcye<.  dboett,  which 
has  pcobablj  the  mbm  root  •■  tnjbuckei^  a  maehine  laed  ia  war,  alao  a 
mare  for  catehlag  birda.  The  tame  word  may  be  traoed  in  tl;a 
Italian  trfAo€i^iii^  a  aped^  of  trop-dowx  from  which  tngdUmx  ii  pot** 
•ibij  derired,  as  I-Tnrhitt  tki^posei,  in  eooas^MBoa  of  hto  fraqient  us 
ufsaoh  dees^^ttea.  ^ 
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And  after  that  he  aeyd  a  wonder  thinge ; 
*  I  know,*  quod  he, '  the  cause  of  your  comynga' 
And  er  they  forther  any  foote  went^ 
He  told  hem  al  that  was  in  her  entent. 
This  Breton  clerk  him  ajsked  of  felawea, 
The  which  he  had  y-knowen  in  olde  dawes/ 
And  he  answerd  him  that  they  dede  were^ 
For  which  he  wept  fill  often  many  a  tere. 

Doun  of  his  hors  Auriliua  light  anon, 
And  forth  with  this  magicien  is  he  gon 
Home  to  his  hous,  and  made  him  wel  at  ese; 
Hem  lacked  no  vitaile  that  might  hem  plese. 
So  wel  airaied  hous  as  ther  was  on* 
Aurilius  in  his  lif  saw  never  non. 
He  schewed  him,  er  they  went  to  soupere^ 
Forestes,  parkes  f ul  of  wild  dere. 
Ther  saw  he  hartes  with  her  homes  hee, 
The  gretest  that  were  ever  seen  with  eye. 
He  saw  of  hem  an  hundred  slain  with  houndes. 
And  som  with  arwes  blede  of  bitter  woundesL 
He  saw,  whan  voided  were  the  wilde  dere, 
Thise  fj&ukoners  upon  a  faire  rivere, 
That  with  hir  haukes  han  the  heron  slein. 
Tho  saw  he  knyhtes  justen  in  a  plejn. 
And  after  this  he  dede  him  suche  plcsaunce^ 
That  he  him  schewed  his  lady  in  a  daunce, 
On  which  him  selven  daunced,  as  him  thouht* 
And  whan  this  maister,  that  this  magik  wrouht» 
Saw  it  was  time,  he  clapped  his  hondes  two, 
And,  fare  wel !  al  the  revel  is  ago. 
And  yet  remued  they  never  out  of  the  hous, 
Whiles  they  sawe  alle  this  sightes  mervelous ; 
But  in  his  stodie,  ther  his  bokes  be^ 
They  saten  stille,  and  no  wight  but  they  thre. 

>  The  change  of  dayt  into  datces,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme,  ie  a  f  «ty 
great  poetical  lict^nce.  The  Breton  clerk  is  very  naturally  repi>*fente4 
■aaaking  after  hii  old  college  companiona. 

*  6«eaNfe,p.|oi,  ■oto4. 
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To  him  tliis  maister  called  than  his  sqjajere, 
And  sajde  him  thus,  <  May  we  go  to  souperet 
Almost  an  houre  it  is,  I  undertake,    ' 
Sin  I  yow  bad  our  soper  for  to  make, 
"Whan  that  this  worthy  men  wenten  with  me 
Into  my  stodie,  ther  as  my  bokes  be.' 

•  Sire,'  quod  this  squyere,  *  whan  it  lyketh  yoii. 
It  is  al  redy,  though  ye  wolde  rigjite  now.* 

•  Go  we  than  soupe,'  quod  he,  *  as  for  the  bef^t, 
This  amorous  folk  som  time  moste  have  rest.* 

At  after'  soper  fel  they  in  trete 
What  80<nme  schold  hb  maisters  guerdon  be, 
To  remue  alle  the  rokkes  of  Bretaigne, 
And  eke  fro  Gerounde  to  the  mouth  of  Seine.* 
He  made  it  strange,  and  swore,'  so  God  him  save. 
Lease  than  a  thousand  pound  he  wolde  nought  have,^ 
Ke  gladly  for  that  somme  he  wolde  not  goon. 
Aunlius  with  blisful  hert  anoon 
Answerde  thus;  '  Fy  on  a  thousand  pound  I 
This  wyde  world,,  which  that  men  say  is  round, 
I  wold  it  give,  if  I  were  lord  of  it 
This  bargeyn  is  ful  dryve,  for  we  ben  knyt; 
Te  schal  be  payed  trewly  by  my  trouthe. 
But  loketh  now,  for  necligence  or  slouthe, 
Te  tarie  us  heer  no  Icnger  than  to  morwe.' 
'Nay,'  quod  th^'s  clerk,  *have  her  my  faith  to  borwe.* 

To  bed  is  goon  Aurilius  whan  hini  leste, 
And  wel  neigh  al  night  he  had  his  reste. 
What  for  his  labour,  and  his^hope  of  blisae, 
His  woful  hert  of  penaunc^  h^d  %^  lisse.       '*     • .    ' 

* ^- —  ' 

>  Th*.AKpnMioii  ai  qfter  it  still  vMd  in  YorinhlM. 

•  Inelvding  the  comU  of  Saintonfe,  Poitou,  Bretagne,  and  part  €f 
Komuuidj. 

s  The  ftttentiTe  remder  will  nor  doubt  hare  remarked  that  the  coireel 
grammatical  iofleetiona  of  the  Terb  hare  not  been  preferred  in  tha 
part  taken  ftom  Tyrwhitt,  with  nearly  so  much  exactnese  as  in  that 
founded  upon  the  Hart.  ^IS.  Tha5,  in  this  page,  we  hart  the  Terb  ia 
the  ploral,  «wore,  with  the  sul^ect,  he,  la  the  singular. 

^ThelacniiaiathaHari,MS.eiidiwiththirMn>r  Dbb— Hii   ttj 
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Upon  the  morwe,  vhan  that  it  wan  day, 
To  Breteign  take  thei  the  righte  way, 
Auriliufl^  and  this  magicien  bisyde, 
And  ben  descendid  ther  thay  wol  abyde; 
And  this  was,  as  these  bookes  we  remembifi, 
The  oolde  frosty  seisoim  of  Decembre. 
Phebus  wax  old,  and  hewed  lyk  Utonn, 
That  in  his  hoote  deelinacioun 
Schon  as  the  burned  gold,  with  stremea  bright; 
But  now  in  Capricorn  adoun  he  lights 
Wher  as  he  schon  ful  pale,  J  dar  wel  sayn. 
The  bitter  fi'ostes  with  tlie  sleet  and  rayn 
Destroyed  hath  the  grenc  in  eveiy  yerd. 
Janus  sit  by  the  fuyr  with  double  berd,^ 
And  drynketh  of  his  bugle  horn  the  wyn ; 
Bifom  him  stent  the  braun  of  toskid  awyn,* 
And  natoel*  crieth  every  lusty  : 
AuriliuSi  in  al  that  ever  he  can, 


*  Jftiiiu,  with  double  beard,  rcpresentt  the  wlnttr  tolftice. 

'  The  boar**  head  was  the  appropriute  di»Ii  at  ChfUtnae.  Aubivy, 
la  a  118^  dated  i678,  tays,  *  Before  the  last  cItU  wan,  in  gentlemen'* 
hooites  at  Chrifitmat,  the  flrst  divt  that  was  brought  to  table  was  a 
boar's  head  with  a  lemon  in  his  mouth.'  Morant,  in  his  aecount  of 
Horn  Church,  HM,  E*sex,  i.  74.  informs  us  that  *  the  inhabitants  pa} 
the  great  tithes  on  Clirismas-day,  and  are  treated  with  a  bull  and 
brawn.  The  boar's  head  is  wrestled  for.  The  poor  hare  the  scraps.*— 
BMAKDt  Pop.  Antlq.    See  ante^  p.  4J8,  note  5. 

s  Speght  savs  that  this  word  *  sfgnifieth  Ikui  nobUeum,  and  irtakea 
Ibr  Christmss  and  twenty  or  thirty  dales  next  before.*  Tyrwhitt  gives 
another  derivation  ftom  Uenage,  in  voce  Nowel.  He  says,  *  Koiil  in 
French  is  derived  ihnn  witaliM,  and  signified  originally  a  cry  of  Joy  at 
Christmas,  le  jcur  nataJ  de  nCitrt  Sti/jtuvr.  It  was  afterwards  the  usual 
cry  of  the  people  upon  all  occasions  of  Joy  and  festivity.* — HUL  lU 
Chariea  VfT.,  par  Chartier,  p.  3-  At  the  proclamation  of  Henry  VI.,  • 
*  fut  cri^  sur  la  fosse  de  son  jtbre  k  hnute  voix,  Vive  le  Roy  Henri,  Roy  ^ 
de  France  et  d'Angleterre ;  et  avec  cola  fut  cri^  A'oU  des  assistans,  con- 
fortans  lee  dits  Anglois.*  Notwithstanding  .the  high  authority  of 
Menage,  this  word  would  rather  appear  to  be  derived  Oom  the  French 
nonveUtt,  news,  and  to  have  been  adopted  as  an  appropriate  cry  of  joy 
at  the  festival  of  our  Lord's  nativity,  from  the  angelic^nouncement 
to  the  shepherds,  *  Behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidinf/s,*  ^c'ltuke  ii.  101 
whence  the  Christian  dispensation  iti^elf  is  called  HvoyytXMv,  tra nested 
toto  the  Saxon  Qofpel,  good  news,  or  nouvelles.    The  oiy  JfowU  will 


r  / 
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Doth  to  his  maiKter  chier  and  reverehoe, 
And  peyneth  him  to  doon  his  diligence 
To  bringen  him  out  of  his  pejnes  smerte, 
Or  with  a  sverd  that  he  wold  alytte  his  heiiai 

This  subtil  clerk  such  routhe  had  of  this  rnai!. 
That  night  and  day  he  spedeth  him,  that  he  can. 
To  wayte  a  tyme  of  his  condusioun; 
This  is  to  say,  to  make  illiisioun, 
By  such  an  apparence  of  jogelrie, 
(I  can  no  termes  of  astrologie) 
That  sohe  and  evexj  wight  schold  wene  and  saye. 
That  of  Breteygn  the  rokkes  were  awaye. 
Or  elles  they  sonken  were  under  the  grounda 
So  atte  last  he  hath  a  tyme  i-founde 
To  make  his  ji^>es  and  hb  wrecchednesse 
Of  such  a  supersticious  cursednesse. 
His  tables  Tollitanes'  forth  he  brought 
Ful  wel  corrected,  ne  ther  lakked  nought^ 


thm  te  iMi  tiupproprtato  to  any  genenl  ooouloa  i)r  i^oielaff  tea  H 
wogld  Im  if  derived  from  D9um  nobi$euwg,  or  natalit.  y^^ 

Thii  Ttow  Is  MistaiMd  bf  the  fact  that  the  Christmas  carolT'geiMnny 
teok  the  fimn  of  tldln|pi»  or  neuveUet.  delivered  by  an  an«i«l.  as  in  Hm 
fbUowring  simple,  bat  beaatifal,  specimen  in  ttw  Northern  dialect,  printed 
•I  Edinboish  in  1621  from  an  old  copy,  and  glvnn  la  Brand's  /^JnMf.; 

I  oome  fhMn  herin  to  tell    y 
The  best  wwtai*  that  ever  befell ; 
To  70W  this  tythlugop  trew  I  brinf 
And  I  will  of  them  8ai;and  sing. 

This  day  tofow  Is  borne  tae  chikto 
Of  Maris  melke  and  VirKinemyldei 
That  Uisslt  barney  benign  and  kyn^e, 
SaU  yxm  rq)oloe  balth  heart  and  myn  ~ 


CTha  derivation  of  nort  is  from  Lat  natalit;  el  ProvencaNimlBL  Tim 
derivation  saggeated  from  fioaseUef  is  not  rsooneilable  with  phoasdo  lawi. 
8e«Bncbet— VV.  W.S.] 

'i  The  astronomical  tables  oompossd  by  order  of  AUbnso  X^  King  of 
Gsstilek  about  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  oentary,  were  eometlinei 
flailed  tthvia  nutamx,  from  their  being  adapted  to  the  dty  of  Toledo. 
— I^!jrhe  poet  desoribes  the  Alpkantine  sstmnnmiiuil  taWes  »y  thn 
setaral  parts  of  them,  wherein  some  technical  terma  4iauu  iiUIBft  weiw 
■•Bd  bf  th*  old  astraoomsa^  nnd  omtlnned  bf  tht-inmtflsw  rf  Hwi 
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KeitHer  his  collect,  ne  his  expaos  yeera. 
Neither  his  rootes,  ne  his  other  geeres^ 
As  ben  his  centris,  and  his  argumentiay 
And  his  proporcionels  conyenientis 
For  her  equaoiouns  in  every  thing. 
And  by  his  thre  speeres  in  his  worchingi 
He  knew  fiil  wel  how  fer  Allnath  was  schov* 
Fro  the  heed  of  thilk  fixe  Aries  above. 
That  in  the  fonrthe  speere  considred  ia> 
Ful  Bubtilly  he  calkiled  al  this. 
Whan  he  had  fotinde  his  first  mancioun, 
He  knew  the  remenaunt  by  proporcioun; 
And  knew  the  arisyng  of  this  moone  wel, 
And  in  whos  face,  and  terme,  and  every  del; 
And  knew  ful  wel  the  moones  mancioun 
Aeordannt  to  his  operacionn; 
And  knew  also  his  other  observannces, 
For  suche  illnsiouns  and  snche  meschaiinoes. 
As  hethen  folk^  used  in  thilke  dayes. 
For  which  no  lenger  maked  he  delayes, 


IaWm.  Collect  yeerta  an  certaSn  soms  of  jeart  with  the  motloo  of  tht 
heHvenly  bodies  correfpooding  to  them,  bb  of  20, 40, 60, 80,  100,  ftc., 
disponed  into  tablet  (  and  erpmut  yferea  are  the  eing*e  yeart,  with  tha 
motion!  of  the  heavenly  bodies  answering  to  thuni,  beginning  at  1,  and 
eontinned  on  to  tlie  amalle^t  collect  snm,  as  20, 40*  9tc-  A  root  or  rodfai 
is  any  eertain  timc^  taken  at  the  antlior*8  plearare,  fVom  which,  aa  aa 
era,  the  oelestial  motions  are  to  be  computed.  By  Proporcionels  con* 
venientia  are  meant  the  tables  of  prop<irtiona]  parts.  Ckntre^argttmenU 
and  other  terras  there  n^ed,  have  peculiar  significations  in  the  old  astro- 
nomers and  the  Alphonsine  writers,  well  known  to  astronomers,  which 
It  would  be  too  tedious  to  explain  here,  as  well  as  unnecessary  for 
common  readers.'— Additions  to  Urry's  Glot$,  Speere  means  of  conrsa 
sphere.  *  Alnath  is  a  lixed  star  in  tlie  horns  of  Aries,  Aom  whence  the 
flrst  mansion  of  the  moon  tnketh  his  name.'— S.  Manciottn  appears  to 
have  the  same  meaning  as  houM  in  the  following  problem  in  Chancer*s 
treatise  on  the  use  of  the  Jatrolabie: — '  The  condu.-ion  of  the  equation 
of  houses  after  the  astrolabie.'  Centrfs  is  explaioed  in  the  sama 
treatise  as  follows :— *  The  names  of  the  st«rrvs  ben  wriUen  in  the  mar* 
fine  of  thy  rcete  [explained  before  to  mean  a  p.irt  of  the  instrument 
which  resembles  a  net]  there  they  sit,  of  the  whyche  sterres  tha  small 
point  is  clepcd  the  centvrt.* 

>  The  Franklin  very  properly  cla«es  all  these  obserroacei 
tha  iUasions  of  tha  classical  idoUtfj. 
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Bnt  thurgh  his  magik,  for  a  wike  or  twej€^ 
It  semed  that  the  rokkes  vere  aweye. 

Aurilius,  which  jet  dispajred  is 
Wher  he  schal  han  his  love  or  fare  amysy 
Awayteth  night  and  day  on  this  miracle; 
And  whan  he  knew  that  ther  was  noon  obstacle^ 
That  yoyded  were  these  rokkes  everichoon, 
Doun  to  his  maistres  feet  he  fel  anoon. 
And  sayd;  'I  wrecched  wofdl  Aurilius^ 
Thanke  you,  lord,  and  my  lady  Venus, 
That  me  han  holpe  fro  my  cares  colde.' 
And  to  the  temple  his  way  forth  he  hath  hold<^ 
Wlier  as  he  knew  he  schold  his  lady  se. 
And  whan  he  saugh  his  tyme,  anoon  right  he 
With  dredful  hert  and  with  fal  humble  cheero 
Salued  hath  his  owne  lady  deere. 

*  My  soverayn  lady,*  quod  this  woful  man, 

*  Whom  I  most  drede,  and  love,  as  I  can. 
And  lothest  were  of  al  this  world  displese, 
Nere  it  that  I  for  you  have  such  desese, 
That  I  most  deye  her  at  youre  foot  anoon. 
Nought  wold  I  telle  how  me  is  wo  bygoon. 
But  oertes  outher  most  I  dye  or  pleyne; 
Ye  sleen  me  gulteles  for  verrey  peyne. 

But  of  my  deth  though  that  ye  have  no  routhe^ 

Avyseth  yow,  or  that  ye  breke  your  trouthe; 

Repenteth  yow  for  thilke  God  above. 

Or  ye  me  sleen,  bycause  that  I  you  love. 

For,  madame,  wel  ye  woot  what  ye  han  hight; 

Kat  that  I  chalenge  eny  thing  of  right 

Of  yow,  my  soverayn  lady,  but  youre  grace; 

But  in  a  gardjm  yonde,  at  such  a  place. 

Ye  wot  right  wel  what  ye  byhighte  me, 

And  in  myn  hond  your  trouthe  plighte  ye^ 

To  love  me  best;  God  woot  he  sayde  so^  -'• 

Al  be  that  I  unworthy  am  therto; 

Madame,  I  speke  it  for  thonour  of  yow. 

More  thaa  to  save  myn  hertes  lif  right  now^ 
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I  have  do  80  as  ye  comavinded  me^ 

And  if  ye  voucheeaof,  ye  may  go  M. 

Doth  as  you  list,  have  youro  byheste  in  mynde^ 

For  quyk  or  deed,  right  ther  ye  schul  me  fy&de; 

In  yow  lith  al  to  do  me  Ijrve  or  deyet 

But  wel  I  wot  the  rokkes  ben  aweye.' 

He  taketh  his  leve,  and  sehe  astoned  stood; 
In  alle  hir  &ce  nas  oon  drop  of  blood; 
Sche  wende  never  have  be  in  such  a  trappe. 
*  Alias  r  quod  sche,  *  that  ever  this  schulde  happel 
For  wend  I  never  by  possibilite. 
That  such  a  moustre  or  merveyl  mighte  be : 
It  is  agayns  the  proces  of  nature.' 
And  horn  sche  goth  a  sorwful  creatorey 
For  verray  fere  unnethe  may  sche  go* 
Sche  wepeth,  wayleth  al  a  day  or  tuo, 
And  swowncth,  that  it^  routhe  was  to  see; 
But  why  it  was,  to  no  wight  tolde  sche, 
For  out  of  toune  was  goon  Arviragos. 
But  to  hir  self  sche  sj^,  and  sayde  thus^ 
With  &ce  pale,  and  with  ful  sorwful  chiere^ 
In  hir  complcint,  as  ye  schul  after  hiere. 

^  Alias  f  quod  sche, '  on  the,  Fortune,  I  pleyne^ 
That  unwar  wrapped  me  hast  in  thy  cheyne^ 
Fro  which  tescape,  woot  I  no  socour. 
Save  oonly  deth,  or  elles  dishonour; 
Oon  of  these  tuo  bihovcth  me  to  chese. 
But  natheles,  yet  have  I  lever  leese 
My  lif,  than  of  my  body  to  have  schame^ 
Or  knowe  my  selve  fals,  or  lese  my  name; 
And  with  my  deth  I  may  be  quyt,  I  wys. 
Hath  ther  not  many  a  noble  wyf,  er  this, . 
And  many  a  mayden,  slayn  hir  self,  alias! 
Rather  than  with  her  body  doon  trespas] 


*  Tyrwhltt*!  reading  ii  here  adopted  in  praftfcnce  to  fm,  that  of  tha 
Harl.  MS.*  wliick  Keou  to  give  uo  seiMe. 
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Yis*  certejnly;  lo,  Btories'  heten  witnes. 
Whan  thritty  tirauntz  fill  of  cuisednes 
Hadde  slajn  Phidon  in  Athenes  atte  festy 
Thay  comaonded  his  dooghtres  to  arest. 
And  bryngen  hem  bifom  hem  in  despit 
Al  naked,  to  fulfille  her  foule  delyt; 
And  in  her  fadres  blood  they  made  hem  daunee 
Upon  the  pavyment,  Qod  geve  hem  meschaunoa 
For  which  these  woful  maydens,  fill  of  drede. 
Bather  than  they  wolde  lese  her  maydenhede, 
They  prively  ben  stert  into  a  welle, 
And  drenched  hem  selfen,  as  the  bookes  telle. 

'  Th^  of  Mecene  leet  enqnere  and  seeke 
Of  Laddomye  fifty  maydenes  eeke. 
On  which  thay  wolden  doon  her  leocherie; 
But  was  ther  noon  of  al  that  company  e 

1  IUs<4wenrtd  t»7  Ui«  Bcr.  S.  CheiMTis  TnBdi,Ia  Ui  ■dodnibto 
work  (m^  Study  ^  Wordi,  tbut  '  the  flna  diftineUon  between  *ye«" 
and '  jreepynay*  and  *no,*  that  once  existed  In  Englbh.  has  qnite  di»- 
appeared.  *  Yea'  and  *  Kay*  In  Wtollfs  time,  and  a  good  deal  later, 
ware  the  aaswcrt  to  qnettiooa  ftiuaed  in  the  afflrmatire.  *  Will  he 
oomer  To  this  It  would  be  replied,  •  Tea,*  or  •  Nay/  as  the  ease  re> 
goind.  But  *  Will  he  not  eome  ?'— to  this  the  answv  would  hare  bcea 
•  Yes*  or  •  No.*  Sir  Thomas  More  finds  fkult  with  Tjrndale.  that  in  liia 
translation  of  the  Bible  he  had  not  obserredthlsdistinetion,  whioh  waa 
•Tidently.  therefore,  going  oot  oven  then— that  Is,  in  the  reign  of 
Benry  YIII.,  and  shortly  after  it  vras  quite  forgotten.*  It  will  be  seen 
that  this  distinction  is  strictly  maintained  in  Chancer**  language. 
Here  Dorigen  frames  her  qvestion  in  the  negative  form.  *  Hath  ther 
mot  many  a  noble  wyf  ?*  fec.^— to  which  she  properly  answers  *  Yia." 
Afain»  in  page  516,  the  philosopher  asks.  *  RsTe  I  mot  holden  eore- 
aannt?'  ltCd*-and  the  answer  again  is,  *  Yis.*  Whereas,  at  page  m^ 
the  answer  to  the  question '  Than  have  T  gete  of  yow  the  maystry  ?*  &c 
•—is  *  Ya.'  The  negatire  reply  to  a  question  framed  in  an  affirmative 
ftnrm  Is  always  *  Nay,'  as,  at  page  511,  the  answer  to  the  question  *  la 
ther  aught  elles?'  An  example  of  the  negative  reply  Ab,  to  a 
qnestioQ  ft«med  in  the  negative  form,  occurs  at  p.  516.  Analogooa, 
though  not  exactly  similar,  is  the  distinction  in  French  between  *  Out* 
and  *mF  The  fonner  is  the  reply  to  a  question  in  the  affirmative  form, 
as  l^uaes  vous  Paris  T  *  Qui ;'  the  latter  is  used  to  contradict  a  negativa 
aOertion,  as,  *  Je  crains  que  vous  n'aimez  pas  Paris*—*  Si,  Je  Valme.* 

*  Thay  an  all  takaa  ihim  Uitnnifmm  wHtrm  /ortn^awiwi,  Ubw  i.  •» 
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Thai  Bclie  nas  alayxi,  and  with  a  good  entente 
Chea  rather  for  to  deye,  than  to  aasente 
To  ben  oppressed  of  hir  maydenhede. 
Why  sohuld  I  than  to  deyen  ben  in  dredet 

'Lo  eek  the  tyraunt  Aristoclidea, 
That  loved  a  mayden  hect  Stimphalidea, 
Whan  that  hir  father  slayn  was  on  a  nighty 
Unto  Dyanes  temple  goth  ache  rights 
And  hent  the  ymage  in  hir  hondes  tao. 
Fro  which  ymage  wold  sche  never  go. 
No  wight  might  of  it  hir  hondes  antce,^ 
Til  sche  was  slayn  right  in  the  solve  plaoa 
Now  sith  that  maydens  hadde  such  despit 
To  ben  defouled  with  mannes  foul  delit^ 
Wei  aught  a  wyf  rather  hir  self  to  ale, 
Than  be  defouled,  as  it  thenketli  me. 

^  What  Bchal  I  seyn  of  Hasdrubaldes  wy^ 
That  at  Cartage  byrafl  hir  self  the  lyf? 
For  whan  sche  saugh  that  Romayns  wan  the  tomii 
Sche  took  hir  children  alle,  and  skipte  adoun 
Into  the  fuyr,  and  ches  rattier  to  deye^ 
Tlian  eny  Romayn  dide  hir  vilonye. 

*  Hath  nought  Lucresse  slayn  hir  self,  alias! 
At  Home,  whanne  sche  oppressid  was 
Of  Tarquyn?  for  hir  thought  it  was  a  schame 
To  lyven,  whan  sche  hadde  lost  hir  name. 

'  The  seven  maydens  of  Milesie  also 
Han  slayn  hem  self  for  verray  drede  and  wo, 
Bather  than  folk  of  Gaw]e  hem  schulde  oppresMi 
Mo  than  a  thousand  stories,  as  I  gesse, 
Couthe  I  DOW  telle  as  touching  this  matiere. 

'  Whan  Habradace  was  slayn,  his  wif  so  deere 
Hir  sclven  slough,  and  lect  hir  blood  to  glyde 
In  Habradaces  woundes,  deepe  and  wyde; 


1  i^moe,  which  U  TyrwhiU*«  reading*  ii  adopted  iiw^Md -ofmrertTiat 
oLti^aJiarLr  US^  a*  tfuitiag  iba.  nittUra  bvitar..  hoth  ivords  art  from 
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And  seyde,  my  body  atte  leste  way 
Ther  schal  no  wight  defoulcn,  if  I  may. 
Wliat  schold  I  mo  ensamples  herof  su}  uf 
Seththen  so  many  han  hem  selven  slayn 
Wei  rather  than  they  wolde  defouled  be^ 
I  wol  conclude  that  it  is  best  for  me 
To  alen  my  self  than  be  defouled  thus. 
I  wol  be  trewe  unto  Arviragus, 
'  Or  rather  sle  my  self  in  som  manere. 
As  dede  Democionis  doughter  deere. 
Bycause  sche  wolde  nought  defouled  be. 
O  Cedasus,  it  is  ful  gret  pite 
To  reden  how  thy  doughteren  dyed^  alias  1 
That  slowe  hem  self  for  suche  mauer  csas. 
As  gret  a  pite  was  it  or  wel  more, 
The  Theban  mayden,  that  for  Nichonore 
Hir  selyen  slough,  right  for  such  mauer  wo. 
Another  Theban  may  den  dede  right  so. 
For  oon  of  Macidone  had  hir  oppressed, 
Sche  with  hire  deth  hire  maydenhede  redressed. 
What  Bchal  I  sayn  of  Niceratis  wif, 
That  for  such  caas  biraft  hir  self  hir  lyf  I 
How  trewe  eek  was  to  Alcebiadcs 
His  loye,  that  for  to  dyen  rather  ches. 
Than  for  to  suffre  his  body  unburied  be) 
Lo,  which  a  wlf  was  Alcester  quod  sche, 
*  What  saith  Omer  of  good  Penolopel 
Al  Greoe  knoweth  of  hir  chastite. 
Pardi,  of  Laodomya  is  writen  thus, 
That  whan  at  Troye  was  slayn  Prothesilaus, 
No  lenger  wol  sche  lyve  after  his  day. 
The  same  of  noble  Porcia  telle  I  may ; 
Withoute  Brutes  kynde  sche  myght  not  lyve' 
To  whom  flohe  had  al  hool  hir  herte  gyve. 


Sright ;  bat  U  appears  to  girt  M  goocLa  mginingf^ad  %•  h%A  >i.tm 
iBf  tlua  TyrwbUtX 
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The  parfyt  wyfhod  of  Artemfisye 
Honoured  is  thtu^  al  the  Barbam 

0  Teuta^  queen,  ^j  wifly  chastite 
To  alle  wyves  maj  a  mirour  be.* 

Thus  playned  Dorigea  a  day  or  tweyB^ 
Purposyng  ever  that  ache  wolde  deye; 
But  nathdes  upon  the  thridde  night 
Horn  cam  ArriragaB,  the  worthy  knight. 
And  asked  hir  why  tiiat  sche  wept  so  sore; 
And  sche  gan  wepe  ever  longer  the  more. 
Alias!'  quod  sche,  'that ever  was  I  bom! 
Thus  have  T  sayd,*  quod  sche,  '  thus  have  T  s worn  J 
And  told  him  al,  as  ye  han  herd  bifbre;' 
It  nedeth  nought  reherse  it  you  no  more. 

This  housbond  with  glad  chiere  in  good  wise 
Answerd  and  sayde,  as  I  schal  you  devyse. 

*  Is  ther  aught  elles,  Dorigen,  but  thisf 

*  Nay,  nay/  quod  sche, '  God  me  so  rede  and  wis, 
This  is  to  moche,  and  it  were  Goddcs  wille.* 

^  Ye,  wy^'  quod  he, '  let  slepe  that  may  be  stiUe, 
It  may  be  wel  peraunter  yet  to  day, 
Ye  schal  your  trouthe  holden,  by  my  fay. 
For  God  so  wisly  have  mercy  on  me, 

1  hadde  wel  lever  i-stekid  for  to  be, 

.For  verray  love  which  that  I  to  you  have, 
But  if  ye  scholde  your  trouthe  kepe  and  save. 
Trouthe  is  the  heighest  thing  that  men  may  kepe.' 
But  with  that  word  he  gan  anoon  to  wepe, 
And  sayde, '  I  yow  forbede  up  peyne  of  deth. 
That  never  whil  ye  lasteth  lyf  or  breth, 
To  no  wight  telle  you  of  this  aventure. 
As  I  may  best  I  wil  my  woo  endure. 
Ne  make  no  contenaunce  of  hevynesse^ 
That  folk  of  you  may  deme  harm  or  gessa* 
And  forth  he  cleped  a  squyer  and  a  mayde. 
'  Go  forth  anoon  with  Doi-igen/  he  sayde, 

>  UarL  MS.,  O  Tkttm, 
s  TiM  gari^  MS. j  cvMenUj  by  miaUJM,  i  mOB  t^n, 
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'  And  btyngeth  hir  to  sndi  a  place  aaooB.* 
Thay  take  her  lere,  and  on  her  wej  thej  gam; 
Bat  ihay  ne  wiste  why  ache  thider  weui^ 
He  nolde  no  wight  teUen  his  enteut 

Thia  Bqnyer,  which  that  hight  Aunlim^ 
On  Dorigen  that  was  ao  amerous. 
Of  aventnre  happed  hire  to  mete 
Amjd  the  toon,  right  in  the  qujke^  strete; 
Aa  adie  was  houn  to  goon  the  wey  forth-right 
Toward  the  gardyn,  ther  as  ache  had  highu 
And  he  was  to  the  gardjn-ward  also; 
.  For  wel  he  spjed  whan  sche  wolde  go 
Out  of  hir  hou8»  to  eny  maner  pkce. 
Bnt  thus  thaj  mette  of  adventure  or  graoe^ 
And  he  aalueth  hir  with  glad  entente 
And  aakith  hire  whider-ward  ache  went. 
And  ache  answered,  half  as  sche  were  mad, 
*  Unto  the  gaidjm,  as  mjn  housbond  bad. 
My  trouthe  for  to  holde,  alias!  allasf 
Anrilioa  gan  wondren  on  this  caas. 
And  in  hu  hert  had  gret  compaasioun 
Of  hire,  and  of  hir  lamentacioun, 
And  of  Arviragus  the  worthy  knight, 
That  bad  hir  hold  al  that  sche  hadde  hight, 
So  loth  him  was  his  wif  achnld  brake  hv  tronthe^ 
And  in  his  hert  he  caught  of  tlus  gret  routhe, 
Oonrideiyng  the  best  on  every  syde, 
That  fro  hb  hut  yet  were  him  lever  abyde, 
Than  doon  ao  high  a  cheerlissch  wmcchedneaae 
Agayns  fraunchis  of  alle  gentilesce. 
For  which  in  fewe  wordea  sayd  he  thua^ 
'Madame,  saith  to  your  lord  Arviragu% 
That  aith  I  ae  his  grete  gentUeaae 
To  you,  and  eek  I  ae  wel  your  diftreaaa^ 

>  TIm  mcaaioff  of  thb  epithet  li  not  obTioni ;  bat  It  M«t  lignll^ 
the  erowded  ttreet.  that  is,  the  street  wUch  was  ^mek,  or  mHve,  wit  a 
people,  the  most  i^eqoeiited  street*  m  we> nyi  the  ilaia  sisseli  at  liiga 
»of  aoottiitiy  wera. 
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That  him  were  layer  have  sobaine  (and  that  were 
Than  je  to  me  sehiilde  breke  youre  trouthe,    [roathe) 
I  have  wel  lever  ever  to  nu&Q  woo. 
Than  I  departe  the  love  bytwix  jow  tao. 
I  yow  release,  madame,  into  your  hond 
Qayt  eveiy  seurement  and  every  bond 
That  ye  han  maad  to  me  as  herbifom, 
Sith  thilke  tyme  which  that  ye  were  bom. 
My  trouthe  I  pHght,  I  schal  yow  never  repreve 
>f  no  byhest,  and  her  I  take  my  leve^ 
As  of  the  trewest  and  the  beete  wif 
That  ever  yit  I  knew  in  al  my  ly£ 
But  every  wyf  be  war  of  hir  byhest. 
On  Dorigen  remembreth  atte  lest 
Thus  can  a  sqayer  doon  a  geutil  dede. 
As  wel  as  can  a  knyght,  withonten  drede.** 

Sche  thanketh  him  upon  hir  knees  al  bars^ 
And  hoom  unto  hir  housbond  is  sche  feure, 
And  told  him  al,  as  ye  han  herd  me  sayd; 
And,  be  ye  siker,  he  was  so  wel  apayd. 
That  it  were  impossible  me  to  write. 
What  schuld  I  lenger  of  this  caas  enditel 
Arviragus  and  Dorigen  his  wif 
In  sovereyn  blisse  leden  forth  here  lyf, 
Never  eft  ne  was  ther  anger  hem  bytwen; 
He  cherisscheth  hir  as  though  sche  were  a  queen, 
And  sche  was  to  him  trewe  for  evermora; 
Of  these  tuo  folk  ye  gete  of  me  nomore. 

Aurilius,  that  his  cost  hath  al  forlorn, 
Curseth  the  tyme  that  ever  he  was  bom. 
'  Alias r  quod  he,  'alias,  that  I  byhight 
Of  pured  gold  a  thousand  pound  of  wight 
Unto  this  philosophre !  how  schal  I  doo  t 
I  se  no  more,  but  that  I  am  for-doo. 
Myn  heritage  moot  I  needes  selle. 
And  ben  a  begger,  her  may  I  not  duelle^ 

•  l»<ii«^p.i99»iioto4r 
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And  Bcliamen  al  iny  kyniede  in  this  plaoe^ 
Bnt  I  of  him  may  gete  better  giaoa 
Bat  natheles  I  wol  of  him  assay 
At  oerteyn  dayes  yeer  by  yer  to  pay, 
And  thanke  him  of  his  grete  cortesye. 
My  iroaihe  wol  I  kepe,  I  wol  not  lye.* 
With  herte  soor  he  goth  nnto  his  cofre. 
And  broughte  gold  unto  this  philosophra^ 
The  value  of  fyf  hundred  pound,  I  gesse, 
And  him  bysecheth  of  his  gentilesoe 
To  grannte  him  dayes  of  the  remenaunt; 
And  sayde,  *  Maister,  I  dar  wel  make  avaunti 
I  iayled  never  of  my  trouthe  as  yit. 
For  sikerly  my  dettes  schal  be  quyt 
Towardes  yow^  how  so  that  ever  I  fara 
To  goon  and  begge  in  my  kurtil  bare; 
But  wolde  ye  vouchesanf  upon  seurte 
Tuo  yer  or  thre  for  to  respite  me, 
Than  were  I  wel,  for  elles  most  I  sella 
Myn  heritage,  ther  is  nomore  to  telle.* 

This  philosophre  sobrely  answerde, 
And  seyde  thus,  whan  he  these  wordes  herde; 
'  Have  I  not  holden  oovenaunt  unto  the  9* 

*  Yis  oertes,  wel  and  trewely,'  quod  he. 

*  Hastow  nought  had  thy  lady  as  the  likethf 
'No,  no,'  quod  he,  and  sorwfully  he  siketh. 
'What  was  the  cause)  tel  me^  if  thou  can.* 
Anrilins  his  tale  anoon  bygtn. 

And  told  him  al  as  ye  han  herd  bifore^ 

It  needeth  nat  to  you  reherse  it  more. 

He  sayde,  Arviragus  of  gentilesse 

Had  lever  dye  in  sorwe  and  in  distresse, 

Than  that  his  wyf  were  of  hir  trouthe  fkla 

The  sorwe  of  Dorigon  he  tolde  hiMtk  als. 

How  loth  hir  was  to  ben  a  wykked  wyf, 

And  that  sche  lever  had  han  lost  hir  lyf ; 

And  that  hir  trouthe  sche  swor  thurgh  innocenos  j 

Bdbe  never  erst  hadde  herd  speke  of  apparenee; 
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'That  made  me  han  of  ber  so  gret  pjte. 
And  right  as  frelj  as  he  sente  hir  to  me^ 
As  frely  sent  I  hir  tc  him  agayxL* 
This  is  al  and  som,  ther  is  no  more  to  flayn«* 
The  philosophre  answerde,  *  Leve  brother, 
Everich  of  jaw  dede  gentilly  to  other; 
Thow  art  a  squyer,  and  he  is  knight, 
But  €k)d  forbede,  for  his  blisful  might, 
Bat  if  a  clerk  oouthe  doon  as  gentil  dede 
As  wel  as  eny  of  yon,  it  is  no  drede. 
Sire,  I  relesse  the  thy  thousand  pound. 
As  thou  right  now  were  crope  out  of  the  gi'oand» 
Ne  never  er  now  ne  haddest  knowen  me. 
For,  sire,  I  wil  not  take  a  peny  of  the 
For  al  my  crafb,  ne  nought  for  my  travayle;* 
Thou  hast  y-payed  wel  for  my  vitayle. 
It  is  y-nough,  and  far  wel,  have  good  day.* 
And  took  his  hors,  and  forth  he  goth  his  way. 
Lordynges,  this  questioun  wolde  I  axe  now/ 
Which  was  the  moste  free,  as  thinketh  yowt 
Now  telleth  me,  or  that  I  ferther  wende. 
I  can  no  more,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende. 


>  Ii;Ml.]CS.rMdaUke8etfrollnetthw:^ 

*  Beemne  hir  housebond  lente  bir  to  me. 
And  right  as  frcly  tent  I  hir  to  him  ageyn.' 
*  Hm  BtfL  MS.  reads  al  my  travaiU,  which  spoila  the  metre, 
s  The  fame  question  is  stated  in  the  conclusion  of  Boccaeeio's  talc 
PhUoe.  lib.  T.    *  Dubitaai  oro  qual  di  costoro  fusse  maggior  ]ibera1iti« 
ae.    The  Queen  determines  In  favour  of  the  husband. — T.    Such  wen 
the  qucftlOBS  decided  in  the  *  Courts  of  I^OTe.' 
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Philosophy.  King  Alfred's  Anglo* 
Saxnn  Version  of.  With  a  literal 
English  Translation  on  opposite 
pages,  Notes,  Introduction*  and 
Glossary,  by  Rev.  S.  Fox,  M.A. 

BOHN'S  Dictionary  of  Poetical 
Quotations.    4tU  edition.    6j. 

BOHK'S  Handbook!  of  Games. 
New  edition.  In  s  vols.,  with 
numerous  Illustrations  3r.  6^. 
each. 

Vol.  1.— Table  Games  t—Bil- 
liards,  Chs;rS,  Draughts,  Back- 
fonimon,  Donjinocs,  Solitaire, 
Kcvcrsi,  Go-E?r?,  RomTc  ct  Noir, 
Kculclle,  E.0.»  liriTaril,  Faro. 

Vol.  II.  —  Caud  Games:  — 
\V!ii<t.  S^»l<.  WMot,  Poker,  Piquet, 
Ecirt^,  Euchve,  Wzique,  Crib- 
ba;:c,  Loo,  Vini;>t-ct-un,  Napoleon, 
NcwiT.arkei,  Pope  Joan,  Specula- 
tion, &c.,  &C. 

rOND  S  A  Hanrfy  Book  of  Rules 
Rrcl  T&b'es  fr>r  verifying  Dates 
Vvi-.n  The  Christian  Era,  &r.  Cfivinff 

nn  -rc.-i'int  ot  the  Chief  Ems  an? 
Sys'ems  u<cd  by  various  Nation*  ; 
v.irh  Osi'  eaey  McI'kkIs  ff«r  det^r- 
r;i'-.ipe  tit?  C.irfsrcridinij  Da!cs. 
1-y  J.  J.  ?''nd.    5>. 

BOKOLTI'S  NiJ^evoh  end  lis 
^.•^ In 'V H.  7  ri.ii'»>- -xwA 204 Wo-.'d- 
c\^\.  I!iii.ti.'li;'ns.     5;. 

EOSV7KLL'3  Life  of  Johnson, 

Wi'.h  th^  TC'TTR  IN  THE  !Tk  IKIPI??', 

an-i  JnHNsn.MAN'A.  Fditcd  by 
trie  Rev.  A.  Napirr,  M.A.  With 
Fronp'sp'.ece  to  each  vol.  6  vols. 
2J.  6 J.  crch, 


BRANDOS  Popular  Anliquiaos 
of  Sngland,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land. Arranged,  revised,  and 
greatly  enlarged,  by  Sir  llcmy 
Ellis,  K.H.,  FJl-S.,  &c,  &c.  3 
▼olt.    '^  each. 

BHELIER'S  (Fredevlka)  Works. 
Translated  by  Mary  liowitt.  4 
vols.    31.  &/.  each. 

BRIBaWATSB  TR^IATISES. 

Bell  (Sly  Charles)  on  the  Hand. 
With  nttmerotts  Woodcuts.     5/. 

Klrby  on  the  BUstiory.  Habits, 
and  Instincts  of  Animals. 
Edited  by  T.  Rymer  Jones. 
W^ith  upwards  of  100  Woodcuts. 
3  vols.     S'.  each. 

Elcd  on  the  Adaptation  of  Sz- 
temal  Nature  to  the  Physical 
Condition  of  Man.    31.  6.y. 

Chalmers  on  the  Adaptation 
of  £xt<rmal  Nature  10  tlie 
LTorsl  and  Irtsllcctual  C  ju- 
Stitution  0/  Man.    5^. 

eniNK  (B.  ton)  Eprly  En^jlijh 
Llteiaturo.  By  Bcrnliard  icn 
Drink.  Vol.  L  ToWydif.  Trans- 
lated  by  Horace  M.  Keniitdy 
3J.  6./. 

Vol.11.  Wyclif,  Chancer.  Ear- 
Test  Drama  Kenais^ince.  Trans- 
lated by  W.  Gierke  RoVin--»n, 
Ph.D.     3r.  td. 

Vol.  HI.  From  the  Fou^;^^^Jlh 
Century  to  the  Death  of  Si-.rrov. 
Edited  by  Dr.  Alois  nrandl. 
Tian?.  by  L.  Doia  S.^i-i'i. 
3x.  fid, 

Five    Lertiuea  o\\   :^.h*]o- 

ST:e?.re.    Trans,  by  Julia  Frauklin. 
3"r.  U, 

BRO'77NE'S  (9Ir  Thomas  )Worl:s 
Edited  by  Simon  Wilkin.  3  vols. 
y,  6-/.  coch. 
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BURSE'S  Works.   8  vols.   3/.  &f. 
each. 

I. —Vindication  of  Natural  So- 
ciety—Essay on  the  Sub- 
lime and  Beautiful,  and 
various  Political  Miscel- 
lanies. 

11. — Reflections  on  the  French 
Revolution —  Letters  re- 
lating to  the  Bristol  Elec- 
tion—Speech on  Fox's 
East  India  Bill,  &c. 

III.— Appeal  from  the  New  to  the 
Old  Whigs— On  the  Na- 
bob of  Arcot's  Debto— 
The  Catholic  Qairos,  &c 

IV.— Report  on  the  Affairs  ol 
India,  and  Articles  ol 
Charge  against  Warren 
Hastings. 

v.— Conclusion  of  the  Articles  ol 
Charp^e  against  Warren 
Hastuigs- Political  Let- 
ters on  the  American  War, 
on  a  Regicide  Peace,  to 
the  Empress  of  Russia. 

VI.— Miscellaneous  Speeches  — 
Letters  and  Fragments- 
Abridgments  or  English 
HiAory,  &c.  With  a 
General  Index. 

VIL  &  Vlll.-Speeches  on  the  Im- 

Sachment  of  Warren 
astings;  and  Letters. 
With  Index.  2  vols; 
3f .  6</.  each. 

Life.    By  Sir  J.  Prior.  3j.  U. 

BTTRNJilY'SEveUiiA.  By  Frances 
Bumey  (Mme.  D'Arblay).  With 
an  Introduction  and  Notes  by 
A.  R.  £11».     31.  ^ 

Ceeflla.  With  an  Introduc- 
tion and  Notc5  by  A.  R.  Fl!i«. 
2  vols.     3*.  6i/.  each. 


BURN  (R)  Ancient  Borne  and 
its  Neighbourhood.  An  Illus- 
trated Handbook  to  the  Ruins  in 
the  City  and  the  Campagna,  for 
the  use  of  Travellers.  By  Robert 
Burn,  M.A.  With  numerous 
Illustrations,   Maps,  and    Plans. 

BUBNS  (Robert),  Life  of.  By 
J.  G.  Lockhart.  D.C.L.  A 
new  and  enlarged  Edition.  Re- 
vised by  William  Scott  Douglas. 

BXTRTON'S  (Robert)  Anatomy  of 
Melanoholy.  Edited  by  the  Rev. 
A.  R.  Shilleto,  M.A.  With  In- 
troduction by  A.  11.  BuUen,  and 
fiiU  Index.    3  vols.    31.  ^  each. 

BURTON  (Sir  R.  F.)  Personal 
NarratiTe  of  a  Pilgrimage  to 
Al-Madinah  and  Meoeah.  By 
Captain  Sir  Richard  F.  Burton, 
K.C.M.G.  With  an  Introduction 
by  Stanley  Lane- Poole,  and  all 
the  original  Illustrations.  3  vols. 
31.  ^d.  each. 

*«*  This  is  the  oopvright  edi- 
tion, containing  the  authors  latest 
notes. 

BUTLHR'S  (Bishop)  Analogy  o< 

Religion,  Natural  and  Revealed, 
to  the  Constitution  and  Course  of 
Nature;  together  with  two  Dis- 
sertations on  Personal  Identity  and 
on  the  Nature  of  Virtue,  and 
Fifteen  Sermons,    y,  6d, 

BUTLERS  (Samuel)  Hodlbrai. 
With  Variorum  Notes,  a  Bio- 
graphy, Portrait^  and  a8  Illus- 

or,  further  niustrated  with  60 

Outline  Portraits.  2  vols.  51.  each. 

OiBSAR  Oommentariei  on  the 
Oallio  and  Civil  Wars.  Trans- 
lated by  W.  A.  McDcvitte,  B.A. 
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CAMOENS'LtuUd;  or,  the  Dif 
covery  of  India.  An  Epic  Poem. 
Translated  by  W.  J.  Mickle.  5th 
Edition,  revised  by  E.  R.  Hodges, 

M.ap.  3/.M 

OABAFAS  (Tbe)  of  Mftddalonl. 

Naples  under  Spanish  Dominion. 
Translated  from  the  German  of 
Alfred  de  Reumont.    y,  6d, 

OARLYIjE'S  French  Resolution. 
Edited  by  J.  Holland  Rose, 
Lstt.D.    lUus.    3  vols.    5f.  each. 

Sartor  Besartaa.     With  75 

Illustrations  by  Edmund  J.  Sul- 
livan.   51. 

CARPENTER'S    (Dr.    W.    B.) 

Zoolo^.     Revised  Edition,  by 

W.  S.  Dallas,  F.L.S.    With  very 

numerous  Woodcuts.    Vol.  I.  6s. 

iVoLII,  out  of  print. 

GARPSKT£B*8  Mechanical 
Philosophy,  A9tronojt»7,  and 
Horology.    181  Woodcuts.    5/. 

Vegdtablo  Physiology    and 

Systematic  Botany.  Revised 
Edition,  by  E.  Lankestcr,  M.D., 
&C.  With  very  numerous  Wood- 
cuts.   6j. 

Animal  Physiology.  Revised 

Edition.  With  upjvards  of  300 
Woodcuts.    6j. 

OASTLE  (E.)  Schools  and 
Lfaslers  of  Fence,  from  the 
Middle  Ages  to  the  End  of  the 
Eicihteenth  Century.  By  Egerton 
Cistle,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  With  a 
Complete  Bibliography.  Illus- 
trated with  140  koproductions  o! 
CM  Engraving  and  6  Plates  of 
Swords/  showing  1 1 4  Example?. 
6r. 

CATTERMOLE'S  Evenlii^i  at 
Kaddon  Hatl.  Wiih  24  En- 
grnvinc^s  on  Steel  from  designs  by 
Cait^iinule,  the  Lc*itcrr.iess!»y  the 
lin  or. CSS  uc  C:  I  ?.  I) V,  i!a.     5^. 


OATULLUS,  Tibullua,  e.cd  th6 
Vigil  of  YeniiB.  A  Literal  Prose 
Translation.     5/. 

OELLINI  (Benvenuto).  Me- 
moirs of,  written  by  Himself. 
Translated  by  Thomas  Roscoe. 
3/.  6^. 

CBBVANTES'  Don  Qnlzote  de 
1ft  Manoho.  Motteaux's  Trans- 
lation revised,  a  vols.  31. 6>/. 
each. 

—  Galate*.  A  Ptetoral  Ro- 
mance. Translated  by  G.  W.  J. 
Gyll.    3J.  di 

Bzemplary  Novels.    Tr^^ns- 

lated  by  Waher  K.  Kelly,  y,  6d, 

OHAUCBB'S  PoeUoal  Works. 
Edited  by  Robert  Bell.  Revised 
Edition,  wilh  aPreliminaiy  Es.say 
by  Prof.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.  4 
vok.     3r.  &/.  each. 

OHESS  CONOBESS  of  1862. 
A  Collection  of  the  Games  played. 
Edited  by  J.  Lowenthal.     5/. 

CHEVREUL  on  Colcur.  Trans- 
lated from  the  Fiench  by  Chr.rles 
MarteL  Third  Edition,  vith 
Plates,  5J. ;  or  viiih  an  additional 
series  of  16  Plates  in  Colours, 
7s.  6d. 

OHILLINOWORTH'S  Religion 
of  Proteatanta.  A  Safe  Way  to 
Salvation,    y,  6d, 

CHINA.  Pictorial,  Dcacripilve, 
and  Historical.  Wiih  Mnpar.d 
nearly  100  Illustrations.     5^. 

OHRONIOLES  OF  THU  CHU- 
SADiJS.  Con*emporary  Xaira- 
tives  of  th"*  Crusade  of  ivich-irJ 
Cccur  de  Lion,  by  Ri  'ip.rd  of 
Devizes  and  (^cofTrey  dc  Vinsauf ; 
and  of  the  Crusade  at  St.  Louis 
ry  Loivl  John  de  Joiavillc.     5j. 

CICEIvO'S  0rc;tl02i3.  Trr.ij.^hted 
\,y  Trof.  C.  ^\  Vo.igc,  M.A.     4 
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CtCEnO'S  Letters.  Translated  l>y 
Evelyn  S.  Shuckburgh.  4  vob. 
5^,  each. 

On   Oratory  and   Orators. 

V/ith  Letters  to  Ouintus  and 
Brutus.  Translated  by  the  Rev. 
J.  S.  Watson,  M.A.    ^. 

On  tlie  Nature  of  the  GodJi, 

DiWnation,  Fate,  Laws,  %  Re- 
public, Consulship.  Translated 
by  Prof.  C.  D.  Yongc,  M.A.,  and 
Francis  Barham.     y. 

.^_  Acadomiofl,  De  Finibus,  and 
Tusculan  Que-stions.  By  Prof. 
C.  D.  Yonge,  M.A.    5^. 

— ^  OfioM  ;  or,  Moral  Duties. 
Cato  Major,  an  Essay  on  Old 
Age ;  LkUus,  an  Eesay  on  Friend- 
ship; Scipio's Dream;  Paradoxes; 
Letter  to  Quintus  on  Magistrates. 
Translated  by  C  R.  Edmonds. 
3r.  6ii 

CORNELIUS    NEPOS.— 5'-« 

Justin. 

OLARK'8  (Htx^)  Introdttotlcm 
to  Heraldry.  i8th  Edition,  Re- 
vised and  Enlarged  by  J.  R. 
Planchd,  Rouge  Croix,  With 
nearly  looo  Illustrations,  o.  Oi 
with  the  Illustrations  Coloured, 
15/. 

CLASSIC  TALES,  cdntainmg 
Rasscbs,  Vicar  of  Wakefield, 
Gulliver's  Travels,  and  The  Senti- 
mental Journey,    jr.  6fl?. 

COLERIDaE'S  (S.  T.)  Prlend. 
A  Series  of  Essays  on  Morals, 
Politics,  and  Religion.     3j.  6dt 

Aids  to  Bofleotion,  and  the 

Confessions  of  an  Inquiring 
Spirit,  to  which  are  added  the 
Essays  on  Faith  and  the  Book 
OF  Common  Prayer.    31.  W. 

Lectiires    and    Notes    on 

Shakespeare  and  other  EngUih 
Poets.   Edited  by  T.  Ashe.  3j.6^. 


OOLERTOaE'S  BiographlaLitc- 
r-ria;  together  with  Two  Lay 
Sermons.    3>^  6ti 

Table-Talk  and   Omnlana. 

Edited  by  T.  Ashe,  B.A.    3f.  W. 

Mlscellaules,  JCsthetio  and 

Literary;  to  which  is  added, 
Thb  Theory  of  Life.  Col- 
lected and  arranged  by  T.  Ashe, 
B.A.    3'.  6^. 

OOMTE'S  Positive  Philosophy. 
Translated  and  condensed  by 
Harriet  Martineau.  With  Intro- 
duction by  Frederic  Harrison. 
3  vela.    ST.  each. 

COMTE'S  Philosophy  of  the 
Sciences,  being  an  Exposition  of 
the  Principles  of  the  Coun  A 
PkihsophU  PQsitivt.  By  G.  H. 
Lewes.    5/. 

OONDE'S  History  of  the  Do 
minion  of  the  Arabs  in  Spaing 
Translated  by  Mrs.  Foster.     3 
vols.    3r.  6<fL  each. 

COOPER'S  BiograpUoal  Dio- 
tlonary.  Containing  Concise 
Notices  (upwards  of  15,000)  of 
Eminent  Perftons  of  all  A^es  and 
Countries.  By  Thompson  Cooper, 
F.S.A.  With  a  Supplement, 
bringing  the  work  down  to  1883. 
a  vols.    $/.  each. 

COXE*S  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough.  With  his  original 
Correspondence.  By  "W.  Ccxe, 
M.A.,  F.R.S.  Revised  edition 
by  John  Wade.  3  vols.  y.  6d. 
each. 

*«*  An  Atlas  of  the  plans  of 
Mftxlborough*s  campaigns,  4to. 
lOf.  6<L 

History  of  the  House  of 

I  Austria  (1218-1792).  With  a. 
I  Continuation  from  the  Accession 
I  of  Francis  I.  to  the  Revolution  of 
I       1848.    4  vols.    3/.  6d.  each* 
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CRAIK'S  (a.  L.)  Ponult  of  Enow- 
ledge  under  DUSoulttefl.  Illus- 
trated by  Anecdotes  and  Memoirs. 
Revised  edition,  with  numerous 
Woodcut  PortiaiU  and  Plates.  S^. 

CRUIKSHAKK'S  Ptmoh  and 
Judy.  The  Dialogue  of  the 
Puppet  Show  ;  an  Account  of  its 
Or^  &c.  With  24  lUustia- 
lions.  and  Coloured  Plates,  de- 
signed and  engraved  by  G.  Cruik- 
shank.     5/. 

CTTlTOINaHAM'S  Llvei  of  the 
Most  Eminent  British  Painters. 
A  New  Edition,  with  Notes  and 
Sixteen  fresh  Lives.  By  Mrs. 
Ileaton.    3  vols.    y.  6rf.  each. 

DANTE.  DlYlne  Comedy.  Trans- 
lated by  the  Rev.  H.  F.  Gary, 
M.A.     3J.  6</. 

Translated  into  English  Verse 

by  I.  C.  Wright,  M.A.  3rd  Edi- 
tion, revised.  With  Portrait,  and 
34  Illustrations  on  Steel*  after 
Flaxman. 

DANTE.  The  Inferno.  A  Literal 
Prose  Translation,  with  the  Text 
of  the  Origmal  printed  on  the  same 
page.  By  John  A.  Cariyle,  M.D. 

The  Purgatorlo.     A  Literai 

Prcse  Translation,  with  the  Text 
printed  on  the  same  page.  By 
W.  S.  Dugdale.    51. 

D£S  COItl^nNES  (PhlUp),  Me- 
mclia of.  Conlainingthe Histories 
of  Louis  XI.  and  Charles  VIII., 
Kinp.i  of  France,  and  Charles 
the  "l^old,  Duke  of  Burjiundy. 
Together  with  the  Scandalous 
Cbiunicle,  cr  Secret  History  cl 
Louis  XL,  by  Jean  de  Troyes. 
'translated  by  Andrew  R.  Scoblc. 
With  Portraits.  2  vols.  3J.  6rf. 
each* 


DEFOSTS  Kovela  end  Mi«oeI* 
laneooi  Work!.  With  Prefaces 
and  Notes,  including  those  attri- 
buted to  Sir  W.  Sco.t.  7  vols. 
3j.6«Ccach. 

L— Captain  Singleton,  and 
CoIoLel  J^. 

II.— Memoirs  of  a  Cavalier, 
Captain  Carlcton, 
Dickory  Cronke,  &c. 

IIL— MoU  Flanders,   and   the 
History  of  the  Devil. 

IV.-^Roxana,  and  Life  of  Mrs. 
Christian  Davies. 

v.— History  of  iheGreat  Plague 
of  London,  1665 ;  The 
Storm  (1703) ;  aiid  the 
True-bom  Englishman. 

VI.— Duncan  Campbell,  New 
Voyage  round  the 
World,  and  Political 
Tracts. 

VIL— Robinson  Crusoe. 

DBMMIN'S  History  of  Arme 
and  Armour,  from  the  Earliest 
Period.  By  August e  Dcmmin. 
Translated  by  C.  C.  Black,  M.A. 
With  nearly  2000  Illustrations. 
.  7J.  id, 

DEMOSTHSNES'  Orations. 
Translated  by  C.  Rann  Kennedy. 
5  vols.  Vol.  I.,  3x.  6./.;  Vols. 
II.-V.,  5*.  each. 

DB  BTABL'3  Coiln'.io  or  Italy. 
By  Madame  dc  Slael.  Trans- 
lated by  Emily  Baldwin  and 
Paulina  Driver.    31.  6^. 

DEVBYS  Logic,  or  the  S'Jcnce 
of  Inference.  A  Popular  Manu.l. 
By  J.  Devey.    5/. 

DICTIONARY  of  Latin  and 
Greek  Quotations;  including 
Proverbs,  Maxims,  Mottoes,  Law 
Tcims  and  Phrases.    Wilh  all  the 
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Quantities  marked,  and  English 
Translations.  With  Index  Vcr- 
borum  (622  pages).    5/. 

DICTIONAHY  of  Obsolete  and 
Provinoial  English.  Compiled 
by  Thomas  Wright,  M.  A.,  F.S  A,, 
&c.     2  Yols.    5x.  each. 

DIORON'S  Christian  Icono- 
graphy: a  History  of  Christian 
Art  in  the  Middle  Ages.  Trans- 
lated by  £.  J.  Millington  and 
completed  by  Margaret  Stokes. 
With  240  Illustrations.  2  vols. 
5J.  each. 

DIOGENES  LAERTIXTS.  LI768 
and  Opinions  of  the  Anolent 
Philosophers.  Translated  by 
Pro£  C.  D.  Yonge,  M.A.    5/. 

DOBREB'S  Adversaria.  Edited 
by  the  late  Pro£  Wagner.  2  vols. 
5^.  each. 

DODD'S  Epigrammatists.  A 
Selection  from  the  Epienunmatic 
Literature  of  Ancient,  Mediafval, 
and  Modem  Tunes.  By  the  Rev. 
Henry  Philip  Dodd,  M.A.  Ox- 
ford. 2nd  edition,  revised  and 
enlarged.    6/. 

DONALDSON'S  The  Theatre  of 
the  Oreeks.  A  Treatise  on  the 
History  and  Exhibition  of  the 
Greek  Drama.  With  numerous 
IllustrationsandsPlans.  By  John 
William  Donaldson,  D.D.    51. 

DRAPER'S  History  of  the 
Intellectual  Development  of 
Europe.  By  John  William  Draper, 
M.D.,  LL.D.    2  vols.    5j.  each. 

DUNLOP'S  History  of  Fiction. 
A  new  Edition.  Revised  by 
Henry  Wibon.    2  vols.    51.  each. 

DTBR  (Dr.  T.  H.).  PompeU :  its 
Buildings  and  Antiquities.  By 
T.  H.  Dyer,  LL.D.    With  nearly 


300  Wood  Engravings,  a   large 
Map,  and  a  Plan  of  the  Forum. 

The  City  of  Rome :  its  History 

and  Monuments.    With  Illustra- 
tions.   5J. 

DYER(T.F.  T.)  British  Pcqoular 
Customs,  Present  and  Past 
An  Account  of  the  various  Games 
and  Customs  associated  with  DU^ 
ferent  Days  of  the  Year  in  the 
British  Isles,  arranged  according 
to  the  Calendar.  By  the  Rev. 
T.  F.  Thiselton  Dyer,  M.A.    5j. 

BBERS*  Egyptian  Princess.  An 
Historical  Novel.  By  George 
Ebers.  Translated  by  E.  S. 
Buchheim.    3; .  6d. 

EDaEWORTH'S  Stories  for 
Children.  With  8  Illustrations 
by  L.  Speed,    jx.  &/. 

ELZE'S  Wmiam  Shakespeare. 
— i'M  Shakespeare. 

SKERSON'S   Works.      5  vols. 
y.  6^.  each. 

I.— Essays  and  Representative 
Men. 
II.^English  Traits,  Nature,  and 
Conduct  of  Life. 
III.— Society  and  Solitude—Letters 
and    Social    Aims  —  Ad- 
dresses. 
VL— Miscellaneous  Pieces, 
v.— Poems. 

ENNEMOSER'S  History  of 
Maglo.  Translated  by  William 
Howitt.    a  vols.    51.  each. 

EPIOTETXJS,  The  Disoonnee  oH 
With  the  Enciibiridion  and 
Fragments.  Translated  by  George 
Long,  M.A.    SJ. 

EURIPIDES,  A  New  Literal 
Translation  in  Prose.  By  E  P. 
Coleridge,  M. A.  a  vols.  51.  each. 


Contaimd  m  Bohris  Libraries. 


fiUTROPIUS.-'^tftf  Justin. 

EUSEBIUS  PAMPHILUS, 
ScolesiAfitloal  History  of.  Trans- 
lated by  Rev.  C.F.  Cruse,  M.  A.  sj. 

EVELYN'S  Diary  and  Oorre- 
spondendenoo.  Edited  from  the 
Oiiginal  MSS.  by  W.  Bray, 
F.A.S.  With  45  enj^ravingg.  4 
vols.  51.  each. 

FAIRHOLT'8  Oostume  In  Eng- 
land. A  History  of  Dress  to  the 
end  of  the  Eighteenth  Century. 
3rd  Edition,  revised,  by  Viscount 
Dillon,  V.P.S.A.  Illustrated  with 
sibove  700  Engravhigs.  2  vols. 
5^.  each. 

PIELDINO'S  Adventures  of 
Joseph  Andrewaand  his  Friend 
Mr.  Abraham  Adams.  With 
Cruikshaiik's  Illustrations,  y.  td» 

History  of  Tom   Jones,    a 

Foundling.     With  Ciuikshank's 
Illustrations.  3  vols.  31. 6</.  each. 

Amelia.    With   Cniiksbank's 

Illustrations,     ^r. 

FLAGMAN'S  Lectures  on  Sculp- 
ture. By  John  Flaxman,  R.A. 
With  Portrait  and  53  Plates.     6r. 

POSTER'S  (John)  Life  and  Cor- 
respondence. Edited  by  J.  E. 
Ryland.     2  vols.     3X.  6</.  each, 

Critical  Ea&ays.    Edited  by 

J.  E.  RyJand.  2  vols.  31.  6^. 
each. 

Eceays :  on  Decision  of  Cha- 
racter; on  a  Man's  v.-ri ting  Me- 
moirs of  Himself ;  on  the  epithet 
Romantic ;  on  the  aversion  of 
Men  of  Taste  to  Evangelical  Re- 
ligion.    3J,  ikU 

Essays  on  the  Evils  of  Popular 

Ignorance  ;  to  which  is  added,  a 
Discourse  on  the  Propagation  of 
Christianity  in  India.     3J.  dd. 


FOSTER'S  Xssays  on  the  Im- 
provement of  Time.  With  Notes 
OF  Sermons  and  other  Pieces. 
3x.6d: 

GASPARY'S  History  of  Italian 
Literature.  TransUted  by  Her- 
man Oetener,  M.A.,  Ph.D. 
Vol.1.    y.6rf. 

GEOFFRET  OF  MONMOUTH, 
Chronicle  of.-~5><  Old  Rngti^h 
Ckronicfes, 

OESTA  ROMANORUM.  or  En- 
tertaining  Moral  Stories  invented 
by  the  Monks.  Translated  by  the 
Rey.  Charles  Swan.  Revised 
Jijdition,  by  Wynnard  Hooper, 
B.A.    5x. 

aiLDAS,  Chronicles  ot—Stt  Old 
Ev^lish  ChronicUs, 

GIBBON'S  Decline  and  FaU  of 
the  Roman  Empire.  Complete 
and  Unabridged,  with  Vnricnim 
Notes.  Edited  by  an  English 
Churchman.  Wth  2  Maps  and 
Portrait.     7  vols.    3J.  6d.  each. 

aiLBART'S  History,  Principles, 
and  Practice  of  Banking.  By 
the  late  J.  W.  Gilbart,  F.R.S. 
New  Edition,  revised  by  A.  S. 
Michie.     2  vols.     lor. 

cflli  BLAS,  The  Adventures  of. 

Translated  from  the  French  of 
Lesage  by  Smollett.  With  24 
Engravings  on  Steel,  after  Smirke, 
and  10  Etchings  by  George  Cruik- 
shank.    6x. 

aiRALDXJS  CAMBRENSIS' 
Klstorical  Works.  Translated 
by  Th.  Forester,  M.A.,  r*nd  Sir 
R.  Colt  Hoare.  Revised  Edition, 
Edited  by  Thomas  Wright,  M.A  . 
F.S.A.    5J. 

GOETHE'S  Faust.  Part  I.  Ger- 
man  Text  with  Hay  ward's  Pmse 
Translation  and  Note*?.  Revised 
by  C.  A.  Buchheim,  Ph.D.     5;. 
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GOSTHE'S  Works.  Translated 
inlo  English  by  various  hands. 
\\  vols.    3j.  6/.  each. 

I.  and  II. — Autobiography  and 
Annals. 
III.— Faust     Two    Parts,   com- 
plete.   (Swanwick.) 
IV.— Novcb  and  Tales, 
v.— Wilhelm  Mcister's  Appren- 
ticeship. 
VI.— Conversations  with  Ecker- 
mann  and  Soret. 
VIII.— Dramatic  Works. 
IX.- Wilhelm  Meister's  Travels. 
X.— Tour  in  Italy,  and  Second 
Residence  in  Rome. 
XI.— Miscellaneous  Travels. 
XII. — Early    and     Miscellaneous 

Letters. 
XIV.— Reinekc  Fox,  West-Eastern 
Divan  and  AcbiUeid. 

GOLDSMITH'S  Worka.  A  new 
Edition,  by  T.  W.  M.  Gibbs.  5 
vols.    3x.  hd,  each. 

GRAMMONT'S  Memoln  of  the 
Court  of  Oharlea  IL  Edited  bv 
Sir  Walter  Scott.  Together  with 
the  BoscoBVL  Tracts,  including 
two  not  before  published,  Ac. 
New  Edition.    51. 

GRAY'S  Letten.  Including  the 
Correspondence  of  Gray  and 
Mason.  Edited  by  the  Rev. 
D.  C  Tovey,  M.A.  Vols.  I. 
and  II.  31.  6<i.  each. 

GREEK  ANTHOLOGY.  Trans- 
lated by  George  Surges,  M.A.   $'• 

GREEK  ROMANCES  of  HeUo- 
dorus,  Lougufl,  and  Aohlllea 
Tatlua — ^viE.,  The  Adventures  of 
T.  ^-.p-:  js  &  Chariclra  ;  Amours 
of  l;.'.pl»r.Ii  and  Chloe  ;  and  Loves 
of  Clitopho  and  I^eucippe.  Trans- 
lated by  Rev.   R.  Smith,  M.A. 


j  GREGORY'S    Letters    on    the 
I      Evidences.  Dootrinea,  &  Dutioa 
j       cf  the  ChrlsUan  Religion.    By 
Dr.  Olinlhus  Gre£;ory.     3^.  6.i. 

i   GREENE.    SURLOWE.  and 
BEN    JONSON.     Poems    oL 
I       Edited  by  Robert  Bell.     3^.  &/. 

I  GRIMM'S  TALES.    Vv'ith  the 

I  Notes  of  the  Original.    Translated 

!  by  Mrs.  A.  Hunt.     With  Intro- 

I  duction  by  Andrew  Lang,  M.A. 

i  2  vuL^.    3^.  6(/.  each. 

!  Gammer  Grothel;  or,  Ger- 
man Fairy  Tales  and  Popular 
Stories.  Conlainincr  42  fairy 
Talcs.  Trans,  by  Edgar  Taylor. 
With  numerous  Woodcuts  after 
George  Cruikshank  and  Lu(lwl<; 
Grimm.    31. 6</. 

GROSSI'B  Maroo  Vlscontl. 
Translated  by  A.  F.  D.  The 
Ballads  rendered  into  English 
Verse  by  C.  M.  P.    3/.  6rf. 

GTII£OT'8  HlEtcry  of  the 
EngUsh  ReYolntlon  of  1640. 
From  the  Accession  of  Charles 
I.  to  his  Death.  Translated  by 
William  Hazlitf.    31.  61/. 

History  of  OlTillsatlon,  from 

the  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  to 
the  French  Revolution.  Trans- 
lated  by  William  Haxlitt.  3  vols. 
3/.  td,  each. 

HALL'S  (Re7.  Robert)  Mlioel- 
Uneoiu  Worka  and  Remalna. 
3'.&f. 

HAMPTON  COURT:  A  Short 
History  of  the  Manor  and 
Palaoe.  By  Ernest  Law,  B.A. 
With  numerous  Illustrations,    v. 

HARl^WlOiCd  History  of  tho 
Artioles  of  RellgioD.  By  the  late 
C.  Hard  wick.  Rcvis'^d  by  the 
Rev.  Francis  Procter,  M.A*    51. 
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HAiQFFS  Tal«8.    The  Caravan— 

The  Sheik  of  Alexandria— The 
Inn  in  ihc  Spcssaxt.  Tians.  from 
ilie  Germain  by  S.  Mendel,  y.  (Wi 

HAWTHORNE'S  TalcB.    4  vols. 

31. 6^.  each. 
1. -^Twice-told  Tales,  and  the 
Snow  Image. 

IL—  Scarlet  I^tter^and  the  House 
with  the  Seven  Gables. 

III.— Transformation  [The  Matble 
Faun],  and  Blithcdale  Ro- 
mance. 

IV. —Mosses  from  an  Old  Manse. 

HAZLITT'S  Table-talk.  Essays 
en  Men  and  Manneis.  By  \V. 
Harliit.     3^*  ^^• 

—  LeotTires  on  t>s«  Llterttture 
cf  tho  Age  of  Elizabeth  and  on 
Characters  of  Shakespeare's  Plays- 
3^.  td, 

Ijeotnres    on    the   English 

Poets,  and  on  the  English  Comic 
Writers,    y.  6d. 

The  riiOn  Speaker.  Opinions 

.:n  Books,  >T en,  and Th;n<;:>.  3^.6^. 

Rcn&a  TAhle.    3^,  6^. 

SketchOB    and  Essays. 

3:.  (J. 

The  Sphrlt  of  the  Agi;   or, 

Ccntt:ii].Hiraiy  Poi  traits.  Edited 
by  V\ .  Caiew  Hazlitt.    3/.  6r/. 

Viev7  of  the  English  Stago. 

Ediicd  hy  \V.  Spencer  Jackson. 

BEATON'S  Concise  History  of 

P-laung.  New  Edition,  revised 
by  Cosmo  MoiiUliouse.     5J. 

HEGIJLT  "Locturea  on  the  l-hllo- 
80,oby  of  H istory .  Trans)  ated  by 
J.  Sil'ice,  M.A. 

•JUEIKi'-'-S  Poonia,  O-M.-jiictt 
Tii  Ps' J-t:vl  by  td^»n  A.  towring, 
C.B.     3'-  6</. 

TraTel.Piciure?,  inclu-lipR  ihc 

Tour  ir.  the  llaiz,  Nordciney.and 


Book  of  Ideas,  together  v.ith  the 
Romantic  School.  Translated  by 
Francis  Storr.  A  New  E-lliii  n, 
revised  throughout.  With  Appen- 
dices and  Maps.    3^ .  6^. 

HELP'S  liife  of  Ghriatophor 
CclHmbus,  the  Discoverer  of 
America.  By  Sir  Arthur  Helps, 
K.C.B.    y.6d. 

Life  of  Hernando  Cortes, 

and  the  Conquest  of  Mexico.  2 
vols.    3'«  6</.  each. 

Life  of  Pizarxo.    31.  6</. 

— -  Llteof  LasOasastheAposUc 
of  the  Indies.    35.  6r/. 

HENDERSON  (E.)  Select  Hls- 
totical  Documents  of  the  Middle 
Ar.ea,  including  the  u^ost  Lmtnib 
Charters  relating  to  Err^land,  the 
Empire,  the  Church,  &c.,  f^:»m 
the  6th  to  the  14th  Ccntiiriei. 
Translated  from  the  Latin  end 
edited  by  Ernest  F.  Henderson, 
A.B.,A.M.,  Fh.D.     5- 

HENFREY'S  Guide  to  English 
Coins,  fro*n  the  Couq  v:  '  to  ili'- 
p,esent  time.  New  iUid  rcviixt-l 
Edition  by  C.  F.  Keary,  M..A.., 
F.S.A.    ts. 

HENllY  OP  HTJNTINGDON'5 
History  cf  the  Engiinb.  Trans- 
l:.tci  by  T.  Forester,  M-A.    5'- 

HE^-E.Y'S  (Matthew)  E.:pcii.!on 
of  the  Book  of  tho  Psalriis.    s^- 

HELIODORUS.  Theager.os  aiid 
ChRrlclo*.  —  See    Grrkk     Ro- 

MANCTS. 

KlVi-wODOTOS.'  TranslricJ  l.y  i-.o 
Rev.  U^r\xy  Cnry,  M.A.     3'-  6- 

N^.lC3   CXi.      Oi\:\Tr\    ?^\    St;. 

1  ctcd  iTom  \\\^.  Iv.^t  Co'ntvinU- 
uW  By  D.  W.  TuriK-r,  M.A. 
Willi  Cul'jurcd  Map.     5^'- 

An?.l^Kis  &nd  SiUiimaiy  ol 

Ky  j.T.  \Vhcclcr.     cj. 
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HEfsIOP.  CALLIMAOH€S,  and 
TH>:OGNI3.  Transhtcd  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Banks,  M.  A.     5/. 

HOFFMANN'S  (B,  T.  W.)  The 
Serapion  Brethren.  Translated 
from  the  German  by  Lt.*CoL  Alex. 
Ewing.    2  vols.    3J.  td>  each. 

HOLBEIN'S  Dance  of  Death 
and  Bible  Cuts.  Upwards  of  150 
Subjects,  engraved  in  focsimile, 
with  Introduction  and  Descrip- 
tions by  Francis  Douce  and  Dr. 
Thomas  Frognall  Dibden.    5^. 

HOMER'S  niad.  Translated  into 
English  Prose  by  T.  A.  Buckley, 
B.A.     S^- 

—  Odyisey.  Ilynmsi  Epigrams, 
and  Battle  of  the  Frojgs  and  Mice. 
Translated  into  Emrlish  Prose  by 
T.  A.  Buckley,  B.A.    51. 

— »  Su  also  POPK. 

HOOPER'S  (a.)  Waterloo:  The 
Downfall  of  the  Firit  Napo- 
leon :  a  History  of  the  Campaign 
of  18 1 5.  By  George  Hooper. 
With  Maps  and  Plans.    3^.  6d. 

—  The  Campaign  of  Sedan : 
The  Down/all  of  the  Second  Em- 
pire, August  -  September,  1870. 
With  General  Map  and  Six  Plans 
of  Battle.     3J.  6d. 

HOHACS.  A  new  literal  Prose 
tianslation,  by  A.  Hamilton  Bryce, 
LL.D.    %u€d. 

HUGO'S  (Victor)  Dramatic 
Works.  Hernani^Ruy  Bias — 
The  King*s  Diversion.  Translated 
by  Mrs.  Newton  Crosland  and 
F.  L.  Slous.    y.  6d. 

—  Poem5,  chiefly  Lyrical  Trans- 
lated by  various  Writers,  now  first 
collected  by  J.  H.  L.  Williams. 
3J.  6</. 

HUMBOLDT'S  Coamos.  Trans- 
lated by  E.  C.  Ott^,  B.  H.  Paul, 
and  W.  S.  Dallas,  F.L.S.  5  vols. 
3J.  6d.  each,  excepting  Vol.  V.  p. 


HUMBOLDT*S  Personal  Nam- 
tlve  of  his  Travels  to  the  Equi- 
noctial Regions  of  America  dunng 
the  years  1799-1804.  Translated 
by  T.  Ross.    3  vols.     $:,  each. 

Views  of  Nature.  Translated 

by  E.  C.  Ott^  and  H.  G.  Bohn. 

HXTMPHRET8'  Coin  Collector's 
Manoal.  By  H.  N.  Humphreys, 
with  upwards  of  140  Illnstrations 
on  Wood  and  Steel.  2  vols.  $s, 
each. 

EUNGABY:  its  History  and  Re- 
volution,  toother  with  a  copious 
Memoir  of  Kossuth.     31.  6d, 

HUTCHINSON  (Colonel).  Me- 
moirs of  the  Life  of.  By  his 
Widow,  Lucv :  together  with  her 
Autobioeraphy,  and  an  Account 
of  the  Siege  of  Lathom  House. 

HUNT'S  Poetry,  of  Sdenoe.  By 
Richard  Hunt.  3rd  Edition,  re- 
vised and  enlarged.    $s. 

INGULPH'H  Chronldes  of  the 
Abbey  of  Croyland,  with  the 
Continuation  by  Peter  of  Blois 
and  other  Writers.  Translated  by 
H.  T.  Riley,  M.A.    $1. 

IRYING'S   (Washington)  Com. 
plete  Works.  15  vols.  With  Por- 
traits, &&    3x.  6d,  each. 
L-*Salmagandi,     Knicker- 
bockers History  of  New 
York. 

II.— The  Sketch-Book,  and  the 
Life  of  Oliver  Goldsmith. 

III.— Bracebridge  Hall,  Abbots- 
ford  and  Newttead  Abbey. 

IV.->Tlie  Alhambra,  Tales  of  a 
Traveller. 

V.«-Chronicle  of  the  Conauest 
of  Granada,   hegenas  of 
1  the  Conquest  of  Spain. 
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lRVlNas(WASHINGTON)COMPLKTE 

\VoRKS  cefUimud, 
VI.  &  VII.— Life   and  Vopgei  of 
CohimboSy  together  with 
the  Voyages  of  his  Com- 
panions. 
VIIL— Astoria,   A   Tour   on   the 
Prairies. 
IX.— life  of  Mahomet,  livesof  the 
Successors  of  Mahomet. 
X.— Adventures  of  Captain  Bon- 
neville, U.S.A.,  WoUert's 
Roost. 
XL— Biographies  and    Miscella- 
neous Papers. 
XII.-XV.— life  of  George  Wash- 
bgton.    4  vols. 

Life  and  Letten .     By  hu 

Nephew,  Pierie  E.  Irving.  2  vols, 
y.  &/.  each. 


ISOCRATES,  Tho  Orations  of. 
Translated  by  J.  H.  Frccsc,  M.A. 
Vol.1.     $5. 

JAMES'S  (O.  P.  R.)  life  of 
Richard  Coeur  de  Lion.  2  vols. 
35.  6d.  each. 

JAMESON'S  (Mn.)  Shake- 
speare's Heroines.  Character- 
istics of  Women:  Moral,  Poetical, 
and  Historical.  By  Mrs.  Jameson. 

JESSE'S  (E.)  Aneodotes  of  Dogf . 
With  40  Woodcuts  and  34  Steel 
Engravings.    5j. 

JESSE'S  (J.H.)  Memoirs  of  the 
Court  of  England  during  the 
Reign  of  the  Stuarts,  includint; 
the  Protectorate.  3  vols.  With 
42  Portraits.    5x.  each. 

Memoirs  of  the  Pretenders 

and  their  Adherents.  With  6 
Portraits.     Sj. 

JOHNSON'S  Lives  of  the  Poets. 
Edited  by  Mrs.  Alexander  Napier, 
with  Introduction  by  Professor 
Hales.     3  vols,     35.  6^'.  each. 


JOSEPHUS  (Flavins),  The  Works 
of.  Whiston*s  Translation,  re- 
vised by  Rev.  A.  R.  Shilleto.  M.A 
With  Topographical  and  Geo. 
graphical  Notes  by  Colonel  Sir 
C.  W.  Wilson,  K.CB.  5  voU. 
3/.  6tf.  each. 

JOYCES  Bolentliio  Dlalogaea. 
VTxih  numerous  Woodcuts.    S^. 

JUKES-BROYTKE  (A.  J.),  The 
Building  of  the  British  Isles: 
a  Study  in  Gecgraphlcal  Evolu- 
tion. Illustrated  by  numerous 
Maps  and  Woodcnts.  2nd  Edition, 
revised,  71.  6cL 

JULIAN,  the  Emperor.  Contain- 
ing Gregory  Nazianren's  Two  In- 
vectives and  Libanus'  Monody, 
with  Julian's  extant  Thcosophical 
Works.  Translated  by  C.  W. 
King,  M.A.     5^ 

JUNIUS'S  Letters.    With  all  the 
!       Notes  of  Woodfall's  Edition,  and 
important    Additio.ns.       2    vols. 
3j.  6df.  each. 

JUSTIN  CORNELIUS  NEPOS, 
and  KUTR0P1U8.  Translated 
by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 

JUVENAL.  PERSIUS.  SUL- 
PICIA  and  LUCILIUS.  Trans- 
lated by  L.  Evans,  M.A.     5^. 

KANT'S  Critique  of  Pure  Beaton. 

Translated  by  J.  M.  D.  Mcikle- 

john.    5^. 
Prolegomena  and  Meta- 

phypicalFoundatlonBofNfttural 

Science.  Translated  by  E.  Tel  fort 

Bax.     5x. 

KEIGHTLEY-S  (Tboir.as)  My- 
thology of  Ancient  Greece  and 
Italy.  4lh  Edition,  revii^id  by 
Ixicnard  Schmitz,  Ph.D.,  LL.U. 
With  12  rbtes  from  the  Antique. 
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KEiGHTLEYS  Fairy  Mylho- 
leg/,  illustxativc  of  the  Romance 
rr<l  Siiporstition  of  Various  Coun- 
:r:=.  Revised  Edition,  with 
b  ronii:^p!Cce  by  Cruikshank.     $5. 

LA  FONTAINE'S  Fables.  Traas- 
lAt'jd  into  English  Verse  by  Elizur 
Wright.  New  Edition,  with  Notes 
by  J.  VV.  M.  Gibbs.    y.  6il 

LA:\IARTINE'S  History  of  the 
Glroudlsts.  Translated  by  H.  T. 
Ryde.     3  vols.    3^ .  6d,  each. 

Elalory  of  the  ReetoraUoi^ 

of  ITouorohy  in  Prance  (a  Sequel 
t'>  iV.t  Hi-»ory  of  the  Girondists). 
4  v-As.    3x.  6df.  each. 

IHctoiy  of  the  French  Re- 

volutien  of  1848.    3^.  6J. 

LATIB'S  (Charles)  Essays  of  Ella 
find  Ellana.    Complete  Edition. 

Specimens  of  English  Dra- 
matic Poets  of  the  Time  of 
iUi^c\b9th.    31. 6.^. 

Memorials  and  Letters   of 

Charles  Lamb.  By  Serjeant 
Tal.'jurJ.  New  Edition,  revise  J, 
by  V\'.  Carew  Hazlitt.  3  vols. 
3J.  6a\  each. 

Talcs   from    Shakespeare 

Wiih  Illustrations  by  Byam  Shaw. 
3J.  6iL 

LANES  Arabian  Nights'  Enter- 
tainments. Edited  by  Stanley 
I.me-Poole,  M.A.,  Litt.D.  4 
vols.    3f.  (id.  each, 

LANZI'S  History  of  Painting  In 

Itrly,  from  the  Period  of  the 
l".i:vi/al  of  the  Fine  Arts  to  the 
l>.d  of  the  EiRl'.tccnih  Century. 
1i:.n  I.ilcd  by  Thomas  Kojcoe. 
3  loU.     31.  W,  each. 


LAPPENBBKG'S  History  of 
England  under  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  Kings.  Translated  l»y 
B.  Thorpe,  F.S.A.  New  edition, 
revised  by  E.  C.  Otte.  2  vols. 
3J.  6i/.  each. 

LEOTUHES  ON  PAINTING, 
by  Barry,  Opie,  Fuseii.  Edited 
by  R.  Wornura.     5/. 

LEONARDO  DA  VINOI  S 
Treatise  on  Painting.  Tr.ins- 
Uted  by  J.  F.  Rigvad,  R.A., 
With  a  Life  of  Leonardo  by  John 
William  Browiu  With  nunierons 
Plates.     5J. 

LEPSIUS'S  Letters  froja  Egypt. 
Ethiopia,  and  the  Ponlnaula  of 
Sinai.  Translated  by  L.  and 
J.  B.  Homer.    With  Maps.     55. 

LESSING'S  Dramatio  Works, 
Complete.  Edited  by  Ernest  Bell, 
M.A.  With  Memoir  of  Lcssing 
by  Helen  Zunmem.  2  voi£ 
3J.  M,  each. 

Laokooo,  Dramatio  Notes, 

and  the  Rcpveaontation  or 
Death  by  the  Ancients.  Trans.- 
laicd  by  E.  C  Dea^l-y  and  Helen 
Zinmitin.  Edited  by  Edwaid 
BeM,  M.A,  With  a  Frontispiece 
of  the  Laokoon  group.    31.  6^. 

LILLY'S  Introduotlon  to  Astro- 
logy. With  a  Grammar  of 
Astrology  and  Tables  for  Cal- 
culating Nativities,  by  Zadkiel.  51. 

LIVY'S  Hlsloiy  of  Rome.  Trans- 
lated by  Dr.  Spillan,  C.  Edmonds, 
and  others.    4  vols.    $s,  each. 

LOCKE'S  Philosophical  Works. 
Edited  by  J.  A.  St.  John.  2  vols. 
31.  (k/.  each. 

Life  and  Letter:    By  Lord 

King.    3r.  6ci. 

LOOKHART  (J.  a.]^Sci  BiTRNS. 
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LODGK-S  Poi-traltsof  HlnstrloTW 
Persoiiar^s  of  Great  Britain, 
wi'.h  tJio^raphical  anJ  Historical 
Memoirs.  240  Portraits  engraved 
on  Steel,  with  the  respective  Bio- 
graphies unabridged.  8  vols.  55. 
eaciu 

LONGFELLOW'S  Proie 
Worlia.  With  16  full- page  Wood 
Engravings.    5^. 

LOUDON'S  (Mn.)  Natural 
History.  Revised  edition,  by 
W.  S.  Dallas,  F.L.S.  With 
numerous  Woodcut  Ulus.    S^. 

LOWNDES*  BlbUographer'i 
Manual  of  English  Llteraturo. 
Enlarged  Edition.  By  IT.  G. 
Bchn.  6  vo.ls.  cluth,  5;.  each. 
Or  4  vols,  half  morccco,  a/,  ax. 

LONGUS.  Daphnls  and  Cbloe. 
— .$■«  Greek  Romances. 

LUCAN*S  Pharsalla.  Translated 
by  II.  T.  Riley,  M.A.    51. 

LXTCIAN^S  Dialogudfl  of  the 
Gods,  of  the  Sea  Goda,  and 
of  the  Dead.  Translated  by 
Hov.ard  Williams,  M.A.     5^. 

LTJORETIITS.  Translated  by  the 
Rev.  J.  S.  WV.son,  M.A.     5j. 

LUTHER'S  Table-Talk.  Trans- 
late J  ai;d.  Edited  by  William 
Hazli*t.     3;.  6<y. 

Autobiography. —  .9iY 

MiCHKr.ST. 

MACHIAVELLI'3  History  of 
Florence,  tr-cthcr  r,ith  the 
Prii-ce,  Savonajol:,  various  His- 
tOMcal  Tracts,  .ind  a  Memoir  of 
Machiaveili.     y,  6//. 

MALLET'S  Northern  Antiqui- 
ties, or  an  Historical  Accornt  of 
ihe  MRnr.-^r-,  Custom^,  Re^!^ions 
i«nd  Laws,  Maritime  Expeditions 
aiAl  Dirccvciics,  I.Ar.^u.\u;e  and 
Litt-r-^ttivc,  of  the  Ancivnt  Scandi- 
ri'.vir-c;.  Trrr.^'Jct  by  }':s'nr.p 
f*^:r^y.  Rovisj-I  ?.ri'.l  Knlnrixed 
Kr.Li.^n.  \\iih  a  "rrnT;-;lr\tio:i  ot  ihc 
r^r-.hS   F.DOA,    by  J.   A.   Fi-ck- 


MANTELL'S  (Dr.)  Petrlfaotiona 

and  their  Teachings.    With  nn 
mtrous  illustmtive  Woj^'ci'^.  0/. 

Wonders  of  Geology.     Sih 

Edition,  revised  by  T.  P  if  pert 
Jones,  F.G.S.  With  a  coloured 
Geological  Map  of  England, 
Plates,  and  upwards  oi  200 
Woodcuts.    2  vols.   yr.  6c/.  each. 

MANZONL  The  Betrothed: 
beinf^  a  Tnnslation  of  'I  Pro- 
messi  Sposi.'  By  Alessandro 
Mantoni.  With  numerous  Wood- 
cuts.    5r. 

ICAROO  POLO*S  Travels;  the 
Translation  of  Marsden  revi&cd 
by  T.  Wright,  M.A,  F.S.A.    ^u 

MARRTAT'S  (Oapt.  R.N.) 
Mastorman  Ready.  With  93 
Woodcuts.    31.  6i. 

MIsalon ;  or.  Scenes  in  Africa. 

Illustrated  by  Gilbert  and  Dalziel. 
3^.6*/. 

Pirate  and  Tlirea  Cut  tors. 

With  8  Steel  Engravings,  frdm 
Drawings  by  Claikson  Str.nfield, 
R.A.    3J.  ^iL 

Privateersman.  8  Engrav- 
ings on  Steel,    y,  6a 

Settlors  In  Canada.  10  En- 
gravings by  GJlbeit  and  Daliiei. 
3J.  6.'/. 

Poor  Jack.     With  16  Illns- 

Irations  after  Clarksou  Stans^ield, 
R.A.    3J.6^. 

i  Peter  Simple.     With  3  full- 
page  Illustrations.    31.  6^. 

,   Midshipman  Ea«y.    \Vi:h  S 

full  pr.c:c  Illustrations.     3^.  en'. 

I  MARTIAL'S  Epigrams,  crmfltrte. 
'  Trnrr'itrtl  into  Vro-e,  e'-ch  .ic- 
1       conipp.nicd  by  one  or  more  Vci?i' 

Tr::nr!i.'.io.i3    sdcciei    Ir-mi    ihu^       y 
Wo'Vs    of    Engli-h    T.^-^t^    ..ii.:     ^ 
ab'*r  son.-rcs.     7T.  6./. 
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MARTINIBAU'S  ^Harriet)  His- 
tory  of  England,  from  x8oo- 
1815.    jf.  &/. 

History  of  the  Thirty  YoarB' 

Peace,  a.d.   1815-46.      4  yols. 
3r.  td,  each. 

See  Comtii  Paxitive  Philosophy^ 

MATTHSV/  PARIS'S  EngUah 
History,  from  the  Year  1235  to 
1273.  Translated  bv  Rev.  J.  A. 
Oiler.,  D.C.L.    3  vols.    $/.  each. 

MATTHEW  OP  WESTliaN- 
STER'S  Ploweni  of  History, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  World 
to  A.D.  1307.  Translated  by  C.  D. 
Yonge,  M.A.    2  vols.    $/.  each. 

MAXWELL'S  Victories  of  Wel- 
ington  and  the  British  Armies. 
Frontispiece  and  5  Portraits.     51. 

MCNZEL'S  History  of  Oermany, 
from  the  Earliest  Period  to  1842. 
3  vols.    3J.  fid,  each. 

MICHAEL  ANGELO  AND 
RAPHAEL,  their  Lives  and 
Works.  By  Duppa  and  Quatre- 
mere  de  Quincy.  With  Portraits, 
and  Engravings  on  SteeL    51. 

MIOHELET'S  Luther's  Auto- 
biography. Trans,  by  William 
Haslitt.  With  an  Appendix  (no 
pages)  of  Notes.    31.  hd. 

•- —  History  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution from  its  earliest  indications 
to  the  flight  of  the  King  in  1791. 
3^.6^. 

MIGNET'SHlstory  of  theFrenoh 
Revoltttlozi,  from  1789  to  18x4. 
3^.  &/. 

MILL  (J.  8.).  Early  Essays  by 
John  Stuart  Mill.  Collected  from 
various  sources  by  J.  W.  M.  Gibbs. 
3x.  W. 

MILLER  (Professor).  History 
PhUosophically  IUustrated,from 
the  Fall  of  ihe  Roman  Empire  to 
the  French  Revolution.  4  vols. 
3^-  6^.  each. 


MILTON'S  Prose  Works.  Edited 
^  A.  St.  John.  5  vols.   31.  &f. 

Poetical  Works,  with  a  Me- 

roour  and  Critical  Remarks  by 
James  Montgomery,  an  Index  to 
ParadiseLost,  Todd's  Verbal  Index 
to  all  the  Poems,  and  a  Selection 
of  Explanatory  Notes  by  Henry 
G.  Bohn.  Illustrated  with  120 
Wood  Engravings  from  Drawings 
by  W.  Harvey.  2  vols.  3/.  6*/. 
each. 

MITPORD'S  (Miss)  Our  Village 
Sketches  of  Rural  Character  and 
Scenery.  With  2  Engravmgs  on 
Steel.    2  vols.    3^.  fi^eacC" 

MOUERE'S   Dramatio  Works, 

A  new  Translation   in  English 

Prose,  by  C.  H.  WaU.  3  vols. 
3f .  6<f.  each. 

MONTAOrr.  The  Letters  and 
Works  of  Lady  Mary  Wortley 
Montagu.  Edited  by  her  great- 
inrandson.  Lord  Whamcliffe's  Edi- 
tion,  and  revised  by  W.  Moy 
Thomas.  New  Edition,  revised, 
with  5  Portraits.  2  vols.  p.  each. 

MONTAIONE'S  Essays.  Cotton's 
Translation,  revised  by  W.  C. 
Hariitt.  New  Edition.  3  vols. 
3^ .  6^.  each. 

MONTESQUIEU'S  Spirit  01 
l«aw8.  New  Edition,  revised  and 
corrected.  By  J.  V.  Pritchard, 
A.M.    2  vols.     3j.  6flC  each, 

MORPHY'S    Games  of  Chess. 

Being  the  Matches  and  best  Games 
played  by  theAmerican  Champion, 
with  ExpUnatory  and  Analytical 
Notes  by  J.  LoweathaL     51. 

MOTLEY  (J.  L.).  The  Rise  of 
tiie  Dutch  RepubUo.  A  History. 
By  John  Lothrop  Motley.  New 
Edition,  with  Biographical  Intro- 
duclion  by  Moncure  D.  Conway. 
3  vols,    y,  6d.  each. 
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MUBIE'S  BrltUh  Birds ;  or.  His- 
tory of  the  Feathered  Tribes  of  the 
British  Islands.  Revised  by  W. 
C.  L.  Martin.  With  52  Figures 
of  Birds  and  7  Coloured  Plates  of 
Egg9.    2  vols, 

NEANDinR  pr.  A.).  History 
of  the  Chriatlau  IteUgion  and 
Churoli.  Trans,  from  the  German 
hyJ.Torrey.   10  vols.  31.61/.  each. 

Lifb  of  Jesus  Christ  Trans- 
lated by  J.  McClintock  and  C. 
BlumenthaL    jr.  M, 

-*—  History  of  the  Plantiiig  aiid 
T/alnlng  of  the  Ghxlstlan 
Chuxoh  by  -  the  Apostles. 
Translated  by  J.  E.  Ryland. 
2  vols.    31.  6(/.  each. 

Memorials  of  Chrictlan  Life 

in  the  Early  and  Lliddio  Ages ; 
including  Ugjit  in  Dark  Places. 
Trans,  by  J.  E.  Ryland.    31.  6tL 

NIBBIiUNGSN  LIED.   The 

Lay  of  the  Nlbelungs,  metrically 
translated  from  the  old  German 
text  by  Alice  Hoi  ton,  and  edited 
by  Edward  Bell,  M.A.  To  which 
is  prefixed  the  iLssay  on  the  Nibe- 
lungen  Lied  by  Thomas  Carlyle. 

NEW  TESTAMENT  (The)  in 
arcak.  Griesbach*s  Text,  with 
various  Readings  at  the  foot  of 
the  page,  and  Parallel  References 
in  the  margin ;  also  a  Critical 
Introduction  and  Chronological 
Tables.  By  an  eminent  Scholar, 
v/iih  a  Greek  and  Eiigllsh  Lexicon. 
^ru  Edition,  revised  and  corrected. 
Tvo  Fnc^iniiles  of  Greek  Manu- 
Svjripts.     900  p:;ges.     5J. 

The  lexicon  may  be  had  sepa* 
rately,  price  21. 

NIOOLINI'S  History  of  the 
Jesuits:  their  Origin,  Progress, 
Doctrines,  and  De-igns.  With  8 
Portraits.     5r. 


NORTH  (B.)  Lives  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Francis  Noith,  Baron  Guild- 
ford, the  Hon.  Sir  Dudley  North, 
and  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Dr.  John 
North.  By  the  Hon.  Roger 
North.  Tof^ther  with  the  Auto- 
biography of  the  Author.  Edited 
by  Augustus  Jessopp,  D.  D.  3  vols. 
31.  6d.  each. 

NUaENT'S  (Lord)  Memorials 
of  Hampden,  his  Party  and 
Times.  With  a  Memoir  of  the 
Author,  an  Autograph  Letter,  and 
Portrait.    51. 

OLD  ENGLISH  CHBON- 
lOLES,  including  Ethelwerd's 
Chronicle,  Asser's  Life  of  Alfred, 
Geoffrey  of  Monmouth's  British 
History,  Gildas,  Nennius,  and  the 
spurious  chronicle  of  Richard-  of 
Cirencester.  Edited  by  J.  A. 
Giles,  D.C.L.     ^r. 

OMAN  (J.  C.)  The  Great  Indian 
Eplos:  the  Stories  of  the  Rama- 
YANA  and  the  Mahabharata. 
By  John  Campbell  Oman,  Prin- 
cipal of  Khalsa  College,  Amritsar. 
With  Notes,  Appendices,  and 
Illustrations.    31.  itd. 

0RDERI0U3  VITALIS'  Eccle- 
siastlcal  History  of  England 
and  Normandy.  Translated  b^ 
T.  Forester,  M.A.  To  which  is 
added  the  Chronicle  of  St. 
EvROULT.     4  vols.     Sr.  each. 

OVID*S  Works, complete.  Literally 
translated  into  P:03e.  3  vols. 
5j.  each. 

PASCAL'S  Thoughts.  Translated 
from  the  Text  of  M.  Augurti 
Molinier  by  C  Ke^jan  Paul.  3rd 
Edition.    31.  6rf. 

PAULI'S  (Dr.  R.)  Life  of  Allrad 
the  Great.  Translated  from  the 
German.  To  which  is  apponrle;! 
Alfred's  ,\Nr.LO-S\yo>i  Version 
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OF  Ofostit:!.  With  ft  literal 
Translation  interp.igcil,  Notes, 
and  an  Anglo-Saxon  Grammar 
and  Glossary,  by  B.  Thor[:«f.  51. 

PAUSANIAS*  Description  of 
Greece.  Newly  translated  by  A.  R. 
Shilleto,  M.A.    3  vols.    51.  each. 

PEARSON'S  EzpoBition  of  the 
Giwd.  Edited  by  E.  WaJford, 
M.A.     5J. 

PEFTS'  Diary  and  CorreeFond. 
once.  Deciphered  by  the  Rev. 
J.  Sftiilh,  M.A.,  from  the  crl^jnal 
Shorthand  MS.  in  Ihc  Pepysian 
1-ibrary.  Edited  l-.y  Lord  Hriy- 
bfooke.  4  vols.  Wiih  31  En- 
gravings    5/.  each. 

PEROT'S  Reliquea  of  Anolent 
En^liah  Poetry.  With  an  Essay 
on  Ancient  Minstrels  and  a  Glos* 
saiy.  Edited  by  J.  V.  Ptitchard, 
Am.    3  vols.    It,  (sd,  each. 

PERSIUS.—.S'w  JovgNAL. 

PETRAROH'S  Sonneta,  Til- 
uinphs.  and  other  Poems. 
Translated  into  English  Verse  by 
various  Hands.  With  a  Life  of 
the  Poet  by  Thomas  Campbell. 
With  Portrait  and  15  Steel  En- 
gravings.    5^. 

PHILO  •  JUDJ3US,  Works  of. 
Translated  by  Prof.  C  D.  Yonge, 
M.A.    4  vols.     5x.  each. 

PICKERING'S  History  of  the 
Races  of  Man,  and  their  Geo- 
graphical Distribution.  Witli  An 
Analytical  Synopsis  of  ths 
Natural  History  of  Man  by 
Dr.  Hall.  With  a  Map  of  the 
World  and  12  coloured  Plates.  5^. 

PINDAR.     Translated  into  Prose   . 
l.y  Dawson  W.  Turner.  To  which 
is  added  the  Metrical  Version  by 
Abraham  Mr.".vf.     ^t. 


PLANGilE.    History  of  British 
Costume,  from  the  Earliest  Time 
to  the  Close  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century.       By   J.    R.    Planch^, 
S'lKcrset  Herald.    With  upwards 
of  400  Illustrations.     S-f* 
PI*ATO'S  Works.   Literally  trans- 
lated,   with    Introduction     and 
Notes.    6  vols.    51.  each. 
L— The   Apology  of  Socrates, 
Crito,  Phaedo,  Goreias,  Pro- 
tagoras»  Phsedrus,  The.'eictus, 
Euthyphron,  Lysis.     Tran-^ 
lated  by  the  Rev.  H.  Cr.rcy. 
II — The  Republic,   Timxus,  and 
Critias.  Translated  by  Hcciy 
Davis. 
III.— ?»Ieno,     Euthydemas,     The 
Sophist,  State  ?n!an,  Cratylu«, 
Parmenides,and  the  Barqucr. 
Translated  by  G.  Burges. 
IV.— Philebus,  Charmidfis,  Lacbe.% 
Menexenus,    Hinpias,    Ion, 
The  Two  Aldbiades,  The- 
agcs,    Rivals,     Hipparchus, 
Minos,    Clitopho,    Epistles. 
Translated  by  G.  Burj|;es. 
V — The    Laws.      Translated   by 

G.  Burges. 
VL— The  Doubtful  Works.    Trans- 
lated  by  G.  Burges. 

Summary  and  Analysis  of 

the  Dialogues.    With  Ana!ytica; 
Index.     By  A.  Day,  LL.D.     cj. 
PLAXJTtJS'S  Comodles.    Trans- 
lated by  IT.  T.  RiJey,  M.A.     a 
vols.    5/.  each. 
PI.IKY'S    Natural    History. 
Translated    by    the     late    John 
Bostock,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  and  H.  T. 
Riley,  M.A.    6  vols.     55.  each. 
PUirr.     The  Letters  of  PUny 
the  Yourger.    Melmcth's  trans- 
lation, revised  by  the  Rev.  F.  C. 
T.  Bcsanquet,  M.A.     51. 
PLOTINUS,    Select   Works   of. 
Translated    by   Thomas  T?.ylof. 
With  an  Introduction  containJni^ 
the  substance  of  Porphyry's  Plo- 
tinns     Edited  by  G.  R.  S.  Mead, 
B.A.,  M.R.A.S.     Tr, 
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FLUTARCH'S  LWei.  Translated 
by  A.  Stcwiit,  M.A.,atK3  Gc^orge 
Long,  M  A.   4  Yola.   Jj.  6f/.  eadi. 

Mor&ls.  Theosopbical  Es&iys. 

Translated  by  C.  W.  King,  M.A. 

T'.I o i  a  1 9.      Ewiiicd    Ec ^a}s. 

Translated  by  the  Rev.  A.  R. 
Shilleto,  M.A.    5x. 

POETRY  OF  AMERICA.  Se- 
lections  from  One  Hundred 
American  Poets,  from  1776  to 
1876.    By  W.  J.  Linton.    31. 6rf. 

POIiITIOAL  CYCLOPEDIA. 
A  Dictionary  of  Political,  Con- 
stituiioral,  Statistical,  and  Fo- 
rensic Knowledge ;  forming  a 
Work  of  Reference  on  sul  jects  of 
Civil  Administration,  rolitical 
Economy,  Finance,  Commerce, 
I^ws,  and  Social  Relations.  4 
vols.     35.  (iJ.  each. 

POPE'S  Poetical  Works.  Edited, 
wiih  copious  Notes,  by  Robert 
Carjut'Krrs.  With  numerous  Illus- 
trations.    2  vols.    5J.  each. 

ilomer's  Iliad.      Edited    by 

the  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 
IilH«traied  by  the  entire  Series  of 
ria.\ man's  Designs.    51. 

Homer's  Odyssey,  with  the 

liiilik  uf  Frogs  and  Mice,  Hymns, 
£:c.,  l;y  other  tianslalors.  Edited 
by  thi  Kev.  J.  S.  Watsjn,  M.A. 
\Viiii  the  entire  Scries  of  Flax* 
man's  Deiiigns.    5J. 

LJfc,  including  many  of  his 

Letters.     By  Robert  Carruthers. 

Wiih  numerous  Illustrations.    51. 

POa.*S"iIxvlIT'S  ProKS  Talcs:  The 
Cp.ptuin's  Daughter — Doubrovsky 
—  Ti'e  Qufvn  of  Sp^«des  —  An 
Ar.ir.'..-J!  I'.-vw.-i'  HMi^Thc  Shot 
— The  SnoW  Wm\i\. — Tho  I'ost- 
mnil-. »  —  TiJC  Coffin  Malicr  — 
Kiroj:  !i-lh^  i:::vi'li.«r.  Ni-hfr- 
Icici  iht  Ci:TiU*s  Ne;.ro.  Time- 
litf-.a  iv  T.  Kr t^c.    ';,/.  CJ. 


PRK300TT*3  Conquest  of 
Mazico.  Copyright  edition,  with 
the  notes  by  Tohn  Foster  Kirk, 
and  an  introduction  by  G.  P. 
Winship.     3  vols.    jr.  &  each. 

Conquest  of  Peru.  Copyright 

c«!i::'  rr.  with  the  no!es  of  Tt-V'j 
Fo>: '  r  ICirk.    2  vi :.».    3  -.  C:.  ci. :.. 

xleign   of    Feroinand  and 

Isabella.  Copyright  edition, 
with  the  notes  oflohn  Foster 
Kirk.    3  vols.    31.  6J.  each. 

PBOPBKTIUS.  Translated  by 
Rev.  P.  J.  F.  Gantilion,  M.A., 
and  accompanied  by  Poetical 
Versions,  from   varions  sources. 

PROVERBS,  Handbook  of.  Con- 
taining an  entire  Republication 
of  Rav's  Collection  of  English 
Proverbs,  with  his  additions  from 
Foreign  Languages  and  a  com- 
plete Alphabetical  Index;  in  which 
are  introduced  large  addiiions  as 
well  of  Proverbs  as  of  Sayings, 
Sentences,  Maxims,  and  Phrases, 
collected  by  H.  G.  Bohn,     S-c 

PROVERBS,  A  Polyglot  of 
Foreign.  Comprising  French, 
Italian,  German,  Dutch,  Spanish, 
Poitu^jesc,  and  Danish.  With 
Engliih  Translations  5:  a  General 
Indtx  by  H.  G.  Bohn.     5 J. 

POTTERY  AND  PORCELAIN, 
and  other  t  )bjects  of  Vertu.  Cora- 
pricing  an  Illustrated  Cataloj;ue  of 
the  Berncl  Collection  of  Works 
of  Art,  with  the  pricts  at  \\hich 
they  were  sold  by  auction,  and 
names  of  th  e  posse  ssors.  To  ^thich 
are  added,  an  Introductory  Lecture 
.  on  Pottery  and  Porcelain,  and  an 
iKn'^raved  List  of  all  the  known 
Ma'rhs  and  Monograms.  By  Hcni  y 
G.  ]''jbn.  With  numcroiis  Wood 
I'TcrriVings,  S/. ;  or  Aiih  Coloured 
IlrrirAtioiiS,  laf.  6i. 

PROUTS  (Father)  Reliqucs,  Col- 
IcLlcd  .Ji'J  ;i!r.Mii;cd  by  Kcv.  F. 
M.h:»iiy,  Ncw'iK'JC,  with  21 
V^^t^^;^  \\  U.  M.'cli:c,  K.A. 
Nciily  600  pa^cs.     5;. 
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QUINTILIAN*S  Instttatds  of 
Oratory,  or  Education  of  an 
Orator.  Translated  by  the  Rev. 
J.  S.  Watson,  M.A,  2  voU.  cjJ 
each. 

RAOIKE'S  (Jean)  DramaUo 
Worka.  A  metrical  English  vcr- 
sion.  By  R.  Bruce  Boswell,  M.  A. 
Oxon.    2  vols.    p.  &/.  each. 

RANKE'S  History  of  the  Popes, 
their  Church  and  State,  and  espe- 
cially of  their  Conflicts  with  Pro- 
tcstantism  in  the  i6th  and  17th 
centuries.  Translated  by  E. 
Foster.    3  vols.    31.  M  each. 

History  of  Serrla  and  the 

Servian  RevolatloxL  With  an 
Account  of  the  Insurrection  in 
Bosnia.  Tian^lated  by  Mrs.  Kerr. 
3i.W. 

REOREATIONS  inaHOOTING. 
By 'Craven.'  \yith  62  Engravings 
on  Wood  after  Harvey,  and  9 
Engravings  on  Steel,  chiefly  aftor 
A.  Cooper,  R.A*    5j. 

RENNIS^S  Inseot  Arobiteoture. 
Revised  and  enlarged  by  Rev. 
J.  G.  Wood,  M.A.  With  186 
Woodcut  Illustrations.    5^. 

REYNOLD'S  (Sir  J.)  Uterary 
Works.  Edited  by  H.W.Beechy. 
2  vols.    3^.  61/.  each. 

RIOARDO  on  the  Principles  ^ 
Politloal  Economy  and  Taxa- 
tion. Edited  by  E.C.K.  Conner, 
M.A.    5x. 

RICHTER  (Jean  Paul  Tiledrioh). 
Levana,  a  Treatise  on  Education: 
together  with  the  Autobiography 
(a  Fragment),  and  a  short  Fre- 
faUory  Memoir,    y,  td. 

Tlower,  Fruit,  and  Thorn 

Pieces,  or  the  Wedded  Life,  Death, 
and  Marriage  of  Firmian  Stanis- 
laus Siebenkacs,  Parish  Advocate 
in  the  Parish  of  Kuhschnapptcl. 
Newly  translated  by  Lt.-Col.iUex. 
Ewing.     y,  M, 


ROGER  DE  HOVEDEK'S  An- 
nalB  of  English  History,  com- 
prising the  History  of  England 
and  of  other  Countries  of  Europe 
from  AD.  732  to  A.D.  1201. 
Translated  by  H.  T.  Riley,  M.A. 
2  vols.    51.  each. 

ROGER  OF  WENDOTER'S 
Flowers  of  History,  comprising 
the  History  of  England  from  the 
Descent  of  the  Saxons  to  a.d. 
1235,  formerly  ascribed  to  Matthew 
Pans.  Translated  by  J.  A.  Giles 
D.C.L.     2  vols.    5^.  each. 

ROME  in  the  NINETEENTH 
CENTX7RT.  Containing  a  com- 
plete Account  of  the  Ruins  of  the 
Ancient  City,  the  Remains  of  th« 
Middle  Ages,  and  the  Monuments 
of  Modern  Times.  By  C  A.  Eaton. 
With  34  Steel  Engravings.  2  vols. 
5/.  each* 

Sei  Burn  and  Dysr. 

ROSGOE'S  (W.)  Life  and  PonU- 
floate  of  Leo  Z.  Fuiai  edition, 
revised  by  Thomas  Roscoe.  a 
vols.    3r*  6d,  eadi* 

UA  of  Lorenco  de'  Mediol, 

called  'the  Magnificent.'  With 
his  poems,  letters,  &c.  loth 
Edition,  revised,  with  Memoir  of 
Roscoe  by  his  Son.    p.  6d. 

RUSSIA.  History  of,  from  the 
earliest  Period,  compiled  from 
the  most  authentic  sources  by 
Walter  K.  Kelly.  With  Portraits. 
2  vols.    js.  6d,  each. 

SALLXTST,  FLORTTS,  and  YEL- 
LEIUS  PATEROX7LX73. 
TransUted  by  J.  S.  Watson,  M.  A. 

SCHILLER'S  Works.  Translated 
by  various  hands.  7  vols.  3^.  6J, 
each: — 

L^nistory  of  the  Thirty  Years' 
War. 


Contained  in  BoMs  Libraries. 
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Schillbe's  Wokks  c^fUimtueU 

II.— History  of  the  Revolt  in  the 
Netherlands,  the  Trials  of 
Counts  Egmont  and  Horn, 
the  Siege  of  Antwerp,  and 
the  Disturbances  in  France 
preceding  the   Reign  of 
HeniylV. 
III.— Don  Carlos,  Mary  Stuart, 
Maid  of  Orleans,  Bride  of 
Messina,  together  with  the 
Use   of   the   Chorus   in 
Tragedy  (a  short  Essay). 
These  Dramas  are  all 
translated  in  metre. 
IV.— Robbers    (with     Schiller's 
original  Preface),  Tiesco, 
Love  and  Intrigue,  De- 
metrius, Ghost  Seer,  Sport 
of  Divinity. 

The    Dramas    in    this 
volume  are  translated  into 
Prose, 
v.— Poems. 

VI.— Essays./Esthcticaland  Philo- 
sophical 
VII.— Wallenstein's    Camp,   Pic- 
colomini   and    Death   of 
Wallcnslcin,WilliamTclI. 

SOKILLER  Wid  aOETHB. 
Correepondeiice  between,  from 
A.t>.  1794-1805.  Translated  by 
L.  Dora  Schmits.  2  vols.  35.  M- 
each. 

SCHLEGEL*S  (F.)  Lectures  on 
the  Philosophy  of  Life  and  the 
Philosophy  of  liAZiguAge.  Trans* 
lated  by  the  Rev.  A.  J.  W.  Mor- 
rison, M.A.     3x.  6^. 

Lectures  on  the  History  of 

Literaiuro,  Ancient  and  Modem. 
Translated  from  thcGcrman.  y.ta, 

I^otures  on  the  Philosophy 

of  History.    Translnted  by  J.  B. 
RiJ>er;son.     31.  6  A 

SCHLEGBL'S  Lectures  on 
Modem  History,  together  with 
ihc  Lcclurcs  cniiilcd  Cwsar  and 


Alexander,  and  The  Beginning  of 
our  History.  Translated  by  L. 
Purcell  and   R.   U.  Whitetock. 

iBsthetlo  and  MisoeUaneous 

Works.  Translated  by  £.  J« 
Millington.    3/.  6i. 

3CHLEGEL  (A.  W.)  Lectures 
on  Dramatio  Art  andLitarature. 
Translated  by  J.  Black.  Revised 
Edition,  by  the  Rev.  A.  J.  W. 
Morrison,  M.A.    3*.  6i. 

SCHOPENHAUER  on  the  Four- 
fold Boot  of  the  Principle  of 
Sufficient  Reason,  and  On  the 
Will  in  Nature.  Translated  by 
Madame  Hillebrand.     5;. 

Essays.  Selected  and  Trans- 
lated. With  a  Biographical  Intro- 
duction and  Sketch  of  his  Philo- 
sophy, \^  E.  Bclfort  Bax.     5;. 

SCHOxrW'S  Earth,  Plants,  and 
Man.  Translated  by  A.  Hcnfrey. 
With  coloured  Map  of  the  Geo- 
graphy of  Plantj.     5J. 

SCHUMANN  (Robert).  His  Life 
and  Works,  by  Augwpl  Reissmann. 
Translated  by  A.  L.  Alger.  3J.  6^^. 

Early  Letters.  Originally  pub- 

blishcd  by  his  Wife.  Translated 
by  May  HcrUit.  With  a  Preface 
by  Sir  George  Grove,  D.C.L. 
3*.  6i/. 

SENECA  on  Benefits.  Newly 
translalt<l  by  A.  Siewart,  M.A. 
3x.  6d. 

Minor  Essays  and  On  Cloin- 

ency.  Translated  by  A.  Stewart, 
M.A.     5'- 

SHAKESPEARE  DOCU- 
MENTS. Arranged  by  D.  II. 
Lambert,  B.A.     is,  6</. 

SHAKESPEARE'S  Drartiatia 
Alt.  The  History  nrd  Ch? meter 
of  Shakespeare's  JMays.  By  Dr. 
Hermann  Uliici.  Tr.ini'lAla]  by 
L.  Dova  Schmiu.  2  vols.  3/.  0^. 
each. 
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SHAKBSPiSAHi:  (V^lIUam).  A 
Literary  Biogrsphy  by  Karl  Eize, 
Ph.D.,  LL.D.  Translated  by 
L.  Dora  SchtniU.    5^. 

SHAKPE  (S.)  The  Klstcry  of 
Egypt  from  the  Earliest  Times 
till  the  Conquest  by  the  Arabs, 
A.D.  640.  By  Samuel  Sbarpe, 
3  Maps  and  upwards  of  400  Illus- 
trative Woodcuts.  2  vols.  5j.  each. 

SKSKIBAN'S  Draxnatlc  Works, 
Conjplcle.  With  Life  by  G.  C.  S. 
3J.  6a. 

SISMONPrS  History  of  the 
Literature  of  the  South  oi 
Europe.  Translated  by  Thomas 
Roscoe.    2  vols.    31,  6  /.  each. 

SMITH'S  Synon3nns  and  Aa- 
tonyms,  or  Kindred  Words  and 
theif  Opposltes.  Revised  Edi- 
tion.   5^. 

Synonyms    Plsoriminated. 

A  Dictionary  of  Synonymous 
Words  in  the  English  Language, 
showing  the  Accurate  signiHcation 
of  words  of  similar  mciining. 
Edited  by  the  Rev.  H.  Percy 
Smith,  M.A.    6j. 

SMITH'S  (Adam)  The  Wealth  of 
Nations.  Edited  by  £.  Belfort 
Bax.    3  vols*     3i.  6^.  each. 

Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments. 

With  a  Memoir  of  the  Author  by 
Dagald  Stewart.    31. 6(/. 

SMYTH'S  (Professor)  Lectures 
on  Modem  History.  2  vols. 
3;.  6d,  each. 

SMYTH'S  (Professor)  Leoturas 
on  the  Frenob  Revolution. 
2  vols.    3f.  6</.  each. 

SMITH'S  ( Pye )  Geology  and 
Scripture.    2nd  Edition.    5^. 

SMOLLETT'S  Adventures  01 
Roderick  Random.  With  shoit 
Memoir  and  ISibliography,  and 
Ciuikshank's  Illustrations.    31.  6^. 


SMOLLLTT'S  Adventures  of 
Peregrine  Piclde.  With  Eiblio- 
graphy  and  Cruik^hanh's  lUus- 
tnUijps.    svo'S.    3j.  6d,  cich. 

The  Expedition  of   Hosn- 

phry  Clinker.  With  BibUcgraphy 
and  Cruikshank*s  Illustrations. 
3J.  6./. 

SOORATJ!S  (sumamed  'Scholaa- 
ticus ').  The  Eoolesiaellcal  His- 
tory of  (a.  d.  305-445).  TransUted 
from  the  Greek.     5^. 

SOPHOCLES,  The  Tragedies  of. 
A  New  Prose  Translation,  with 
Memoir,  Notes,  &c,  by  E.  P. 
Coleridge,  M.A.     Ji. 

SOUTH EY'S  Life  of  Nelson. 
With  Portraits,  Plans,  and  up- 
wards of  50  Engravings  on  Steel 
and  Wood.    5*. 

Life  of  Wesley,  and  the  Rise 

and  Progress  of  Methodism.    51. 

Robert  Southey.    The  Story 

of  his  Life  written  in  his  Letters. 
Edited  by  John  Dennis.     3/.  6^. 

SOZOMENTS  Sooleslastloal  Hia. 
tory.  Translated  from  the  Greek. 
Together  with  the  Ecclksiasti- 
CAL  History  of  Pkilostor.- 
GiU^S,  as  epitomised  by  Photias. 
TtansUted  by  Rev.  E.  Walf^rri, 
M.A.     5. 

SPINOZA  S  Chief  Works.  Trans- 
lated, with  In(roduction,by  R.H.M. 
Elwes.    2  vols.    51.  each. 

STANLEY'S  Classified  Synopsis 
of  the  Principal  Painters  of  the 
Dutoh  and  Flemish  Sohoola. 
By  Geo^e  Stanley.    5f. 

STARLnTG'S  (Miss)  Noble  Deeds 
of  Women.  With  14  Steel  En- 
gravings.    5'* 

STAUNTON'S  Chess •  Player's 
Handbook.    55. 

Chess  Praxis.    A  Supplement 

to  the  Chess-player's  Handbook. 
5^- 


Contained  in  Bohn's  Libraries, 
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STAUNTON'3  Gbesa  •  player's 
CompfiDion.  Comprising  a  Trea* 
tise  on  Odds,  Collection  of  Match 
Gaines,  and  a  Selection  of  Original 
Problems.  55. 

Chess  Touxnament  of  1851. 

With  Introduction  and  Notes.  51. 

STOCXHARDT'S  Experimental 
Cbemlstry.  Edited  by  C  W. 
Heaton,  F.C.S,     51. 

STOWB  (Mrs.H.B.)Xriiole  Tom's 
Cabin.    Illustrated.    31. 6^. 

STBABO'S  Geography.  Trans- 
lated by  W.  Falconer,  M.A., 
And  H.  C.  Hamilton.  3  vols. 
5^.  each. 

STRICKLAND'S  (Agnes)  LlTes 
of  the  Queens  of  England,  from 
the  Norman  Conquest.  Revised 
Edition.  With  6  Portraits.  6  vols. 
$x.  each. 

Life  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots. 

2  vols.    5^.  each. 
Lives  of  the  Tudor  and  Stuart 

Princesses.    With  Portraits.    5/. 

STXJAHT  and  REVETT'S  Anti- 
qultics  of  Athens,  and  other 
Monuments  of  Greece.  With  71 
Plates  er.<;raved  on  Steel,  and 
numerous  Woodcut  Capitals.    5x. 

SUETONIUS'  Lives  of  thoTwelve 
Cssars  and  Lives  of  the  Gram- 
marians. Thomson's  translation, 
rcvired  by  T.  Forester.    51. 

SWIFT'S  Prose  Works.  Edited 
by  Temple  Scott.  With  a  Bio- 
fxraoliical  Introduction  by  the  Right 
Hon.  W.  E.  H.  I.ecky,  M.P. 
With  Portraits  and  Facsimiles. 
12  vcl?5.     3.f.  td,  each. 

iVcls.L-X.rfody, 
I.— A  Talc  of  a  Tub,  The  Battle 
of  the  Books,  and  other 
e.irly  works.  Edited  by 
Temple  Scclt.  With  a 
L*lorjia])hiral  Int»f»ducticn 
by  W.  E.  H.  Lecky. 


Swift's  Prose  Works  continued. 

II.— The  Journal  to  Stella.  Edited 
by  Frederick  Rvland,M.  A. 
With  2  PortraiU  and  Fac- 
simile. 

III.&  IV.— Writings  on  Religion  and 
the  Church, 
v.— Historical  and    Political 

Tracte  (English). 
VI.— The  Drapier's  Letters. 
With  facsimiles  of  Wood's 
Coinage,  &c. 
VII.— Historical     and      Political 

Tracts  (Irish). 
VIII.— Gulliver's  Travels.     Edited 
by  G.  R.  Dennis.     With 
Portrait  and  Maps. 
IX.  —Contributions  to  Periodicals. 
X.— Historical  Writings. 
XI. — Literary  Essays. 

[///  preparation, 
XII.— Index  and  Bibliography. 

[/«  preparaiion, 

TACITUS.  The  Works  of.  Liter- 
ally translated.     2  vols.    51.  each. 

TALES  OP  THE  GENIL  Trans- 
lated from  the  Persian  by  Sir 
Charles  Morell.  Numerous  Wood- 
cuts and  12  Steel  Engravings.   5/. 

TASSO'S  Jerusalem  Delivered. 
Translated  into  English  Spcnfserian 
Verse  by  J.  H.  Wiffen.  With  8 
Engravings  on  Steel  and  24  Wood- 
cuts by  Thurston.    51. 

TAYLOR'S  (Bishop  Jeremy) 
Holy  Living  and  Dying,  y,  6d, 

TEN  BBXNK.^See  Brink. 

TERENCE  and  PH-53DRUS. 
Literally  ivanfjlated  byll.T.  Riley, 
M.A.  To  which  is  acMed,  Smau's 
Metrical  Version  of  Ph.\"Jius.    5«-. 

THEOCRITUS,  BION,  MOS- 
CHUS,  and  TYRT/CUS.  Liter- 
ally  ti-Lio-^lrted  by  the  Ml*v.  J. 
Bank?,  M.A.  To  whiclj  arc  ap- 
pended ilie  Metrical  Veiiion.^  of 
L  Iiapmau.     ^s. 
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THEODORET  and  E  VAaRITTS. 
Ilislories  of  the  Church  from  a.d. 
332  to  A.D.  427;  and  from  A.D. 
431  to  A.  D.  544.    Translated,    fjj. 

THIERRY'S  History  of  the 
Conquest  of  England  by  the 
Nonnana.  Translated  by  Wil- 
liam Hazlitt.  a  vols.  3r.  6^.  each. 

TflUCYDIDES.  The  Pelop<m. 
iieslanWar.  Literally  translated 
».y  rhe  Rev.  H.  Dale,  a  vols. 
.3f.  6</.  each. 

An  Analysin  and  Summary 

of.    ByJ.T.VVheeler.     5/. 

THUDICHUM  (J.  L.  W.)  A  Trea- 
tise on  Wlnei.    Illustrated.    5*. 

UPE'S  rOr.  A.)  Cotton  Manufito- 
tiii-8  of  Qreat  Britain.  Edited 
by  P.  L.  Simmonds.  3  vols.  5/. 
each. 

Philosophy  of  Manufliotuiea. 

Edited  by  P.  L.  Simmonds.  7j.  &/. 

VASARI'S  Lives  of  the  most 
Eminent  Painters,  Sctilptors, 
and  Archlteots.  Translated  by 
Mrs.  J.  Foster,  with  a  Commen- 
ury  by  J.  P.  Richtcr,  Ph.D.  6 
vols.    3x.  &/.  each. 

VIRGIL.  A  Literal  Prose  Trans- 
lation by  A.  Hamilton  Bryce, 
LLD.     With  Portrait     31.  M. 

VOLTAIRE'S  Tales.  Translated 
by  R.  B.  BoswcU.  Containing 
Bebcuc,  Memnon,  Candide,  L'ln- 
g^nu,  and  other  Tales.    31.  6rf. 

WALTON'S  Complete  Angler. 
Edited  by  Edward  Jesse.  With 
Portrait  and  203  Engravings  on 
Wood  and  26  Engravings  on 
Steel,    sj. 

Lives  of  Donne,  Hooker,  4bo. 

New  Edition  revised  by  A.  H. 
Bullen,  with  a  Memoir  of  Izaak 
Walton  by  Wm.  Dowltng.  With 
numerous  Illustrations.    51. 

WELLINOTON.Llfeof.  By 'An 
Old  Soldier.*  From  the  materials 
of  Maxwell.  With  Index  and  18 
Steel  Engravings.     51. 


WELLINGTON.  Victories  of. 
See  Maxwell. 

WBBNBR'S  Templars  In 
Cyprus.  Translated  by  E.  A.  M. 
Lewis.    3^.  &/. 

WESTROPP  (H.  M.)  A  Hand- 
book  of  Archasology,  Egyptian, 
Greek,  Etrusoan,  Roman.  Illus- 
trated.   5f. 

WHITE'S  Natural  History  of 
Selbome.  With  Notes  by  Sir 
William  Jardine.  Edited  by  Ed- 
ward Jesse.  Wth  40  PortraiU 
and  coloured  Plates.     5J, 

WHE ATLEys  A  Rational  lUua. 
tratlon  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer.     3X.  6^. 

WHEELER'S  Noted  Names  of 
Fiction,  Dictionary  of.    51. 

WIESELBR'S  Chronological 
Synopsis  of  the  Four  Gospels. 
Translated  by  the  Rev.  Canon 
Venables.    3x.  W 

WILLIlMofMALMESBURrS 
Chronicle  cf  the  Kings  of  Eng- 
land.  Translated  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Shirpe.  Edited  by  J.  A.  Giles, 
D.C.L.     5j. 

XBNOFHON'S  Works.  Trans- 
lated  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson, 
M.A.,  and  the  Rev.  H.  Dale.  In 
3  vols.    5j.  each. 

YOTJNG  (Arthur).  Travels  in 
France  during  the  years  1787 
1788,  and  1789.  Edited  bv 
M.  Betham  Edwards.    3/.  6«/. 

Tour  in  Ireland,  with 

General  Observations  on  the  state 
of  the  country  during  the  years 
1776-79-  Edited  by  A.  W. 
Hutton.  With  Complete  BibUo- 
graphy  by  J.  P.  Anderson,  and 
Map.     2  vols,    y,  6d,  each. 

YULE-TIDB  STORIES.  A  Col- 
lection of  Scandinavian  and  North- 
German  Popular  Tales  and  Tra- 
ditions.   EtUtedbyB.  Thorpe.  Jj. 


THE  YORK   LIBRARY 

A  NEW  SERIES  OF  REPRINTS  ON  THIN  PAPER. 

The  volumes  are  printed  in  a  handy  size  (6J  x  4J  in.),  on 

thin  but  opaque  paper,  aud  are  simply  and 

attractively  bound. 

Price,  in  cloth,  28.  net  ;   in  leather,  3s.  net. 

'  The  Yoik  Library  is  noticeable  by  reason  of  the  wisdom  and  intelli* 
gcnce  displayed  in  the  choice  of  unhackneyed  classics.  ...  A  most 
attractive  series  of  reprints.  .  .  .  The  size  and  style  of  the  volumes  are 
exactly  what  they  should  be.' — Bookfti4m, 

*  These  books  should  find  their  way  to  every  home  that  owns  any 
cultivation.' — Notes  and  Qturies, 

The  follotving  volumes  are  now  ready  : 

CHARLOTTE  BRONTE'S  JANE  EYRE. 

BURNEY'S  EVELINA.  Edited,  with  an  Introduction  and 
Notes,  by  Annie  Raise  Ellis. 

BURNEY'S    CECILIA.      Editeid   by   Annie   Raine   Ellis. 

S  VOlSw 

BURTON'S  ANATOMY  OF  iMELANCHOLY.  Edited  by  the 
Rev.  A.  R.  Shili.kto,  M.A.,  with  Introduction  by  A.  H.  Bullen. 
3  vols. 

BURTON'S  (SIR  RICHARD)  PILGRIMAGE  TO  AL- 
MADINAH  AND  MECCAH.  With  Introduction  by  Stanley  Lane- 
PooLK.    2  vols. 

CERVANTES'  DON  QUIXOTE.  MOTTEUX's  Translation,  re- 
vised.   With  LocKii art's  Life  and  Notes.    3  vols. 

CLASSIC  TALES :  Johnson's  Rasselas,  Golds.mith's  Vicar 
oi'  Wakefield,  Sterne's  Sentimental  Journev,  W'alpole's 
Castle  of  Otranto.     With  Introduction  by  C.  S.  Fearensidk,  M.A. 

COLERIDGE'S  AIDS  TO  REFLECTION,  and  the  Confessions 
of  an  Inquiring  Spirit. 

COLERIDGE'S  FRIEND.  A  series  of  Essays  on  Morals, 
Politics,  and  Religion. 

COLERIDGE'S  TABLE  TALK  AND  OMNIANA.  Arranged 
and  Edited  by  T.  AsiiE,  B.A. . 

DRAPER'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  INTELLECTUAL  DE- 
VELOPMENT OF  EUROPE.    2  vols. 

GEORGE  ELIOT'S  ADAM  BEDE. 

EMERSON'S  WORKS.  A  new  edition  in  5  volumes,  with  the 
Texi  edited  and  collated  by  George  Sampson. 

FIELDING'S  TOM  JONES.      2  vols. 

GASKELL'S  SYLVIAS  LOVERS, 


The  York  lAnRARV—con/inueti. 

GESTA  ROMANORUM,  or  Entertaining  Moral  Stories  in- 
vented by  ilie  Monks.  Tninblated  from  tlic  Latin  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
Swan.     Revised  edition,  by  Wy.nnard  Hooper,  M.A. 

GOETHE'S  FAUST.      Translated  by  Anna  Swanwick,  LLD. 

Revised  edition,  with  an  Introdaction  and  Bibliography  by  KARL  Brll'L, 
Litt.D..  Ph.D. 

HAWTHORNE'S  TRANSfbRMATION  (THE  Marble  Faun). 

IRVING'S  SKETCH  BOOK. 

JAMESON'S  SHAKESPEARE'S  HEROINES.  Characteris- 
tics of  Women  :  Moral,  Poetical,  and  Historical. 

LAMB'S  ESSAYS.     Including  the  Essays  of  Elia,  Last  Essays 

of  Elia,  and  Eliana. 

MARCUS  AURELIUS  ANTONINUS,  THE  THOUGHTS 
OF.  Translated  by  GEORiiE  Long,  M.A.  With  an  Essay  on  Marcuo 
Aurelius  by  Matthew  Arnold. 

MARRY  APS  MR.  MIDSHIPMAN  EASY.  With  8  Illustra- 
traiions  by  E.  T.  Wheeler. 

MARRYAPS  PETER  SIMPLE.    With  8  Illustrations  by  F.  A. 

Fr.AS£R. 

MONTAIGNE'S  ESSAYS.  Cotton's  translation.  Revised  by 
W.  C.  Hazlitt.    3  vols. 

MORE'S  UTOPIA.  With  the  Life  or  Sir  Thomas  More,  by 
William  Roper,  and  his  Letters  to  Margaret  Rop^  and  others.  Jidited, 
with  Introduction  and  Notes,  by  George  Sampson.  [/h  tke  Prtss. 

MOTLEY'S  RISE  OF  THE  DUTCH  .REPUBLIC.  With  a 
Biographical  Introduction  by  Moncure  D.  Conway.    3  vols. 

.  PASCAL'S    THOUGHTS.      Translated  from  the  Text  of  M. 

Auguste  Molinier  by  C.  Kcgan  Paul.    Third  edition. 

PLUTARCH'S  LIVES.  Translated,  with  Notes  and  a  Life  by 
Aubrey  Stewart,  M.A.,  and  George  Long,  M.A    4  vols. 

SWIFPS  GULLIVER'S  TRAVELS.  Edited,  with  Introduction 
and  Notes,  by  G.  R.  Dennis,  with  £acsiiniles  of  the  original  illustrations. 

SWIFT'S  JOURNAL  TO  STELLA.  Edited,  with  Introduction 
and  Notes,  by  F.  Ryland.  M.A. 

TROLLOPE'S  THE  WARDEN.  With  an  Introduction  by 
Frederic  Hakrison. 

TROLLOPE'S  BARCHESTER  TOWERS. 

TROLLOPE'S  DR.  THORNE. 

TROLLOPE'S  FRAMLEY  PARSONAGE. 

TROLLOPE'S  SMALL  HOUSE  AT  ALLINGTON.    2  vols. 

TROLLOPE'S  LAST  CHRONICLE  OF  BARSET.    2  vols, 

ARTHUR  YOUNG'S  TRAVELS  IN  FRANCE,  durinff  the 
years  1787.  1788,  and  1789.  Edited  with  Introduction  and  Notes,  by  M* 
Betham  Edwards. 

0//iet  Volumes  tve  in  Preparation, 


BELL'S   HANDBOOKS 
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THE   GREAT    MASTERS 

IN   PAINTING  AND  SCULPTURE. 

Edited  by  G.  C.  WILLIAMSON,  Litt.D. 

Post  8vo.    With  40  Illustrations  and  Photognvnre  Frontispiece.  5^.  net  each. 

7%e  follffwing  Volumes  have  heen  issued : 

BOTTICELLI.    By  A,  Streeter.    2nd  EdiUon. 

BRUNELLESCHI.    By  Leader  ScoTT. 

CORREGGIO.    By  Selwyn  Brinton,  M.A.    2nd  Edition. 

CARLO   CRIVELLL      By  G.  McNeil  Rushforth,  M.A. 

DELLA  ROBBIA.    By  the  Marchesa  Burlamacchi.    2nd  Edition. 

ANDREA  DEL  SARTO.    By  H.  Guinness.    2nd  Edition. 

DONATELLO.    By  Hope  Rea.    2nd  Edition. 

GERARD  DOU.     By  Dr.  W.  Martin.    Translated  by  Clara  Bell. 

GAUDENZIO  FERRARL    Bj-  Ethel  Halsey. 

FRANCIA.    By  George  C.  Williamson,  Litt.D. 

GIORGIONE.    By  Hekcebt  Cook,  M.A. 

C'JOTTO.    By  F.  RL\son  Perkins. 

Fr.ANS  HALS.     By  Grrald  S.  Davies,  M.A. 

LKKNARDINO  LUINI.  By  Grobgk  C.  Williamson,  Litt.D.  3rd  Edition. 

LlONARDO  DA  VINCL     By  Edward  McCurdy,  M.A. 

MANTEGNA.    By  Maud  Crutiwell. 

MEM  LING.    By  W.  II.  Jame5  Wealb. 

MICHEL  AN(;EL0.     By  Lord  Ronald  Sutherland  Gower,   M.A., 

F.S.A. 
PEFvUGINO.    By  G  C.  Williamson.  Litt.D.    2nd  Edition. 
PIERO  DELLA  FRANCESCA.     By  W.  G.  Waters,  M.A. 
FIXTORICCHIO.    By  Evelyn  Makcii  Phillipps. 
RAPHAEL.    By  II.  Stjiachey,    2nd  Edition. 

REMBRA>:DT.     By  Malcolm  Belu    2nd  Edition.  ^ 

RIB  E>:  S.     By  I  Iope  Rea. 

LUCA  SIGNORELLL    By  Maud  CRUTr\\*Eii.    2nd  Edition. 
SODO>LA.    By  the  CoNTEr.sA  Lorenzo  Priuli-Bon. 
TINTORETTO.    By  J.  B.  Stoughton  Hoiborn,  M.A. 
VAN  DVCK     By  Lionel  Cust,  M.V.O.,  F.S.A. 
VELASQUEZ.    Fy  R.  A.  M.  Stevenson.    3rd  E.iiiion. 
WATTEAU.     Ey  Edgcumbf.  Staley,  B.A. 
VriLKIE.    By  Lord  Ron^ald  Sutherland  Gowkr,  M.A,  F.S.A. 


THE 


CHISWICK  SHAKESPEARE, 

niustratcd  by  BYAM  SHAW 
With  Introductions  and  Glossarxrs  by  JOHN  DENNIS. 


Printed  at  the  Chiswick  Press,  pott  8vo.,  price  z i.  dd,  net  per  volume ; 
also  a  cheaper  edition,  xs,  net  per  volume ;  or  zs.  net  in  limp  leather ;  aUo 
a  few  copies,  on  Japanese  vellum,  to  be  sold  only  in  sets,  price  5r.  net  per 
volume. 

Nrat  Compute  in  39  Volumts, 

ALL'S  WELL  THAT  ENDS     LOVE'S  LABOUR'S  LOST. 


WELL. 
ANTONY  AND  CLEOPATRA. 
AS  VOU  LIKE  IT. 
COMEDY  OF  ERRORS. 
CORIOLANUS. 
CYMBELINE. 
HAMLET. 
JULIUS  CiTiSAR. 
KING  HENRY  IV.     Part  I. 
KING  HENRY  IV.    Part  IL 
KING  HENRY  V. 
KING  HENRY  VL     Part  L 
KING  HENRY  VI.    Part  IL 
KING  HENRY  VI.     Part  IIL 
KING  HENRY  VIIL 
KING  JOHN. 
KING  LEAR. 
KING  RICHARD  IL 
KING  RICHARD  III. 


MACBETH. 

MEASURE  FOR  MEASURE. 

MERCHANT  OF  VENICE. 

MERRY  WIVES  OF  WINDSOR. 

MIDSUMMER-NIGHT'S  DREAM. 

MUCH  ADO  ABOUT  NOTHING. 

OTHELLO. 

PERICLES. 

ROMEO  AND  JULIET. 

THE  TAMING  OF  THE  SHREW. 

THE  TEMPEST. 

TIMON  OF  ATHENS. 

TITUS  ANDRONICUS. 

TROILUS  AND  CRE3SIDA. 

TWELFTH  NIGHT. 

TWO  GENTLEMEN  OF  \TE:R0N.\. 

WINTER'S  TALE. 

POEMS. 

SONNETS. 


'  A  fawbating  little  edition.'— JV«y^M  and  Querigs, 

'  A  cheap,  very  comely,  and  altogether  desirable  edition.'— J^^Vr/rvifiilrr  dtutU. 
But  a  few  years  ago  snch  volumes  would  have  been  deemed  worthy  to  be  ccnsiiercd 
HitioHi  di  lux*.    To-day,  the  low  price  at  which  they  ars  oflTcred  to  the  public  alone 
^prcv^nts  them  being  so  regarded,*— ^/wi/w. 

*  Handy  in  shape  and  size,  wonderfully  cheap,  beautifully  printed  ftom  the  Cam- 
bridge text,  and  illustrated  quaintly  yet  admirably  by  Mr.  Byam  Shaw,  we  have  nothing 
but  praL'tc  for  it.  No  one  who  wants  a  good  and  convenient  Shakespeare— without 
exain,i:*es,  discursuses,  or  even  too  many  notes— can  do  beifjr,  in  our  opinion,  than 
subscribe  to  this  isKue :  which  is  saying  a  good  deal  in  these  days  of  cheap  reprints.'— 
Vanity  Fair, 

'What  we  like  about  these  elegant  hooV.lets  is  the  cttent:on  that  has  been  paid  to  tbe 
paper,  as  well  as  to  the  print  and  decoration ;  5uch  5*'>iit  laid  paper  will  last  for  ages. 
On  tbl-  account  alone,  the  'Chiswick'  should  eaxily  U  first  among  pocket  Shake- 
%]^eAx».''' Pall  Mali  Gasftt*. 

*^*  The  Chiswick  ShaJcnpcare  may  aho  he  had  bound  in  12  volumes^ 
full  ^ilt  ba<l\  pj-ict  36^.  net. 


(       i9 
N«w  Bditi<MU,  tfip.  8to.  t*.  U.  Mwh  net 

THE    ALDINE    EDITION 

or  Txi 

BRITISH     POETS. 

'Thin  exeellont  editioa  of  tbo  Eofrliali  oloMics,  vritli  their  ootaxdeto  texti  ftsd 
■oholarlT  introdnotioiiat  an  fomcthixiff  very  different  from  tlie  eltenp  TOlumet  of 
estractH  wliich  are  jut  now  w  mnoh  too  oommon.'— Si.  Jomo't  flas«C<d. 

'  An  excellent  ierlee.    Sn^»  handy,  luid  oompIcta.'^Aturdoy  B««w«. 


Akfizulde.  Edit6db7B6T.A.Dyca. 

Beattie.    Cdited  by  Rev.  A.  Dyce. 

Blake.    Edited  by  W.  M.  Boeaetti. 

Bumi.  Edited  by  Q.  A.  Aitken. 
StoIa. 

Butler.    Edited  by  B.  B.  Johnson. 

2  Tub. 

Campbell.  Edited  hj  His  Son- 
in-law,  the  ReT.  A.  W,  UiXL  With 
Mtisoir  bj  W.  Allisifham. 

Chatterton.  Edited  by  the  Rev. 
Vr.  W.  Skeat,  M.A    2  toI». 

Ohauoer.  Edited  by  Dr.  R.  Morris, 
with  Memoir  by  Sir  U.  Nicolai.  6  vnla. 

Ohorohill.  Edited  by  Jae.  Hannay. 

2T0lfl. 

Coleridge.     Edited  by   T.  Ashe, 

C.A.    2to1». 
CoUlns.       Edited    by    W.    Moy 

TLooas. 

Cowper.  Edited  by  John  Bruje, 
FS.A.    8  Toll. 

Dryden.    Edited  by  the  Rev.  R. 

Hooper,  M.A,    6  Tola. 

Goldsmith.  Revised  Edition  by 
AiifMn  Dobson.    With  Portrait. 

Gray.  Edited  by  J.  BradEhaw, 
LL.O. 

Herbert.    Edited  by  the  Rev  A,B. 

Grosart. 

Hcriiok.       Edited    by     George 

Silntsbury.    2  rols. 
Keats.    Edited  by  the  late  I«ord 

Honghtou. 


Klrke  White.     Edited,   wiUi   a 

Memoir,  by  Sfa:  H.  Nioolaa. 
Miltoa.    Edited  by  Dr.  Brad&baw. 

2  Tola. 
Pamell.    Edited  by  0.  A.  Aiiken. 
Pope.     Edited  by  O.  R.  Dennis. 

With  Henioir  by  John  Dennia.    S  toIs. 
Prior.    Edited  by  R.  B.  Johnson. 

2to1s. 
RsleUth  and  Wotlon.    With  So* 

lectioag  from  the  Writing  of  otber 
COURTLY  POETS  from  IMO  to  1660. 
K.^ited  by  Ten.  Arch.'cacon  Hannah, 
D.C.I,. 

Rogers.    Edited  by  Ed'WArd  Bell, 

u.A. 
Soott     Edited  by  John  Denni<i. 

5  Tolc. 

Shakespeare^s  Poems.    Edited  by 

Ecv.  A.  Dyce. 

Shelley.     Edited  by  H.  Baxton 

Forman.    5  toIs. 

Spenser.    Edited  by  J.  Payne  Col- 
lier.   5  vol*. 

Surrey.    Edited  by  J.  Yeowell. 

SwifL     Edited   by   tiie   Rev.   J. 

Hitford.  3  roll. 
Thomson.    Edited  by  the  Rev.  D. 

C.  Tov»y.  2  role, 
Vaughen.    Sacred  Poems  end 

Pioiis  EjiU^ulationa.      Edited   by  the 

Rer.  II.  Lyte. 

"Wordsworth.      Edited    by  Prof. 

Dov'.'dcu,    7  ^ola. 

Wyatt.    Edited  by  J.  leowell. 

Young.     2  vole.    Edited  by  the 
Rev,  J.  Mitfotd, 


THE    ALL. ENGLAND    SERIES. 

HANDBOOKS  OF  ATHLETIC   GA?/iE3. 
The  only  florlcs  Issnod  at  a  moderate  price,  b7  V-^Itsra  wha  are  in 
tjio  first  rar.k  la  tbolr  70673 ctlve  dcpar^Rto.ita. 
•Tho  ht>:t  inaJniofcion  on  ^mea  und  iports  hy  tfie  bent  nuthcrit'c^,  at  the  1 

SicslU  3.0.  cloth,  Illn«trat-iL    Price  It.  «ich. 


Cricket    By  Fbed  C.  Holland. 
Cricket.    By  the  Hen.  and  Bev. 

K.  Ltttiltok. 
Croquet.    By  Lient.-Col.  the  Hon. 

H.  C.  KCEDIIAX. 

Lawn   Tennis.     By   H.  W.  W. 

WiTTirproRce.     With  a  Cbaptor  for 

LtuHos.  h7  Mrs.  HxLLTAtin. 
Squash  Tennis.    By  Eusiacx  H. 

SiiLES.    DiuMnTol.    2<. 
Tenrds  and  Rackets  and  Uvea. 

V.y  .TiTLiiTf  Marshall,  M.ii'»r  J.  Spsha, 

ami  Oev.  J.  A.  Abvav  Tait. 

Goir.      By    H.    S.    C.   Etbbabd. 

Don'..lo  rol.    2*. 

Bowing  and  Sculling.     By  Gut 
RoTving  and  Sculling.    By  W.  B. 

WOODOAIB. 

Sailing.  ByE.F.KRioHT,abl.vol.  It. 
Swimming.    By  Mabtih  and  J. 

BACSTSa  CoBBKTT. 

Camping  out.    By  A.  A.  Maobosi- 

ILL.    DonMe  vol.    2h. 
Canoelug.    By  Dr.  J.  D.  Hatwau). 

Double  vol.    2s. 
Mcuntaineering.    By  Dr.  Claudi 

WzLsov.    Double  ?oL    2t. 
Atbletics.    By  H.  H.  GaiFynr. 
Riding.     By  W.  A,  Kaiir,   V.C. 

Double  rol.    S«. 
Ladies' Hiding.  By  W.A.Ksbb,V.C. 
Boxlna.  By  R.  G.  AiiLAWBOK-WiNN. 
With  Profatory  Note  by  Bat  Mtdlins. 


Penoin;j.    By  H.A.  Colih«bxDc!.?:. 
Cycling.  By  H.  H.  G  tir  rvs,  L. A .  O. , 

N.C.U.,  O.T.C.  With  a  Chapter  f.r 
La<lic5,  by  Hiu  Ao^rxs  ^7ooo.  Douo'« 
vol.    2*. 

Wrestling.    By  Walteb  Asif- 

STBOxa.    Kew  Edition. 
Broadsword     and     Slngl^st-ok. 
By  R.  O.  ALLAVSoa-WnrK  &im1C-  PhiL' 

LIPPa-WOLL£T. 

Gymnastics.     By  A.  P.  Jxxxts. 

Double  Tol.  2s. 

Gymnastic  Competitlcn  and  DIs. 

play  Exercises.     Coicpiled    by 

F.  GRAr. 
Indian  Clubs.    By  G.  T.  B.  Coa- 

BCTT  and  A.  F.  Jf^tkist. 
Di^jsib-beils.    By  F.  Graf. 
Football  —  Hugby    Game.      By 

llARaT  Tasvall. 

Football—AssoQlatlon  Gama.  By 
C.  W.  Alcoct.    Revi^l  Bditioc. 

Hoojcey.  By  F.  S.  CBE8wrTL. 
Now  Kuition. 

Skating.     By    Tou'ILab    Ad.v^ts. 

With  a  Chapter  for  LaliAJ,  by  Mbs  I.. 

Ckslttiah,  ar.«l  a  Chapter  on  .^)  ■>  a 

Skating,  by  a  Fen  Skn.t«r.  D?«L  vol.  '^. 
Baseball.    By  Newton  Cuasr, 
Rounders,  Fleldball,  Bowls, 

Quoits,  Curling,  Skittles.  A:o. 

By  J.  M.  WAi.ri?a  »rd  C.  O.  Moii. 
Dancing.      By  Sdwabs  Scott. 

Double  vol.    2s. 


THE  CLUB  SEBIES  OF  CARD  AND  TAfiLS  GAWE3. 

*  Ko  wcU-rogulAtod  clnb  or  conntry  hon^  lUonld  b«  without  tbis  nscf al  eeh^e  of  booVa. 
8 17 all  6to.  cloth,  illiistratp'l.     Price  is.  e^ob.  Alooe. 


Bridge.  By  'TrMPLAR.* 
Whist.  By  Dr.  Wm.  Polk,  P.  R,  a 
So)o  Whiafc.  By  Robebt  1?.  Gbven. 
Billlaras.     By  MsjorGen.  A.  W. 

D9AT90H,  F.R.A.S.     With  a  Prefitce 

by  W.  J.  Peall. 
Hints   on   Billiards.      By  J.  P. 

BrcRANAS,     Donble  vol.    2s. 

Chess     By  Rodkht  F.  GrEEX. 
The  Two -Move  Cbess  Problem. 

By  B.  a.  Laws. 
Cbess  Openings.  ByL  GrrNsuEBO. 
Draughts  and  Backgammon. 

B7  •  Bkkkfiky/ 
Roypral  and  Go  Bang. 

By  ' BrnEFLRT/ 


DO'Xinoes  r.P<i  Solitaire. 

By  *  IsXPjricLKT.* 
Besique  aud  Cilbbage. 

By  •  Bzcssl;:t.' 
£carl6  and  3<iUchre. 

By  *  BCRECLCT.' 

Piquet  and  Rubicon  Piquet. 

By  •  Brekklet.* 
SXat.    By  Louia  DiEni.. 

•»•  A  8kat  Scorirg-book.    Is. 

Pound  Games,  includiog  Poker, 
Napo^sojN  Lofi,  Yh'i^X^n,  Ac.     By 

BaXTFE  Vr*F.AT, 

Parlour  and  PI?.rsround  Oamaa. 
By  Mi-B»  LAimKKCs  Qosv^ 


BELL'S  CATHEDRAL  SERIES. 

Profusely  lUustrateJy  cloth^  crwvn  Zvo,   li.  6</.  net  tacK 

ENGLISH  CATHEDRALS.  An  Itinerary  and  Description.  Compiled  by  Jamls  G. 
GiLCiiKisT,  A.M  y  ^LD.  Rcx-isfid  and  edited  with  an  Itttroductioa  on  Cathedral 
Archi'.eciurc  by  the  Rev.  T.  Pe.^kins,  M.A.,  F.R.A.S. 

BANGOR.    By  P.  B.  Iroxside  Bax. 

BRISTOL.    By  H.  J.  L.  J.  Mass*.  MA. 

CANTERBURY.    By  Hastley  Withers,    sih  Edition. 

CARLISLE.    ByC.  KxKC  Elbv. 

CHESTER.    By  Charles  Hi  ait.    3rd  Edition. 

CHICHESTER.    By  H.  C.  Corlbtte,  A.R.I.B.A.    and  Edition. 

DURHAM.    By  J.  E.  Bvoate,  A.R.C.A.    3rd  EdiOon. 

ELY.    By  R«v.  W.  D.  SwBBTiKG,  M.A.    snd  Edition. 

EXETER.    By  Percy  Addleshaw,  B.A.    aud  Edition,  re^dsed. 

GLOUCESTER.    By  H.  J.  U  J.  Mass*,  M.A.    ard  Editioo. 

HEREFORD.    r>y  A.  Hugh  Fisher,  A.R.E.    snd  Edition,  revised. 

LICHFIELD.    By  A.  B.  Cliftom.    and  Edition, 

LINCOLN.    By  A.  F.  Kbndrice,  B.A.    3rd  Edition. 

MANCHESTER.     By  Rev.  T.  PerKIRv:,  M.A. 

NORWICH.    By  C.  H.  B.  Quennmll.    «id  Edition. 

OXFORD.    By  Rev.  Percy  Dearmer,  M.A.    and  Edition,  revised. 

PETERBOROUGH.    By  Rev.  W.  D.  SwiacTiixG.    and  Edition,  revised. 

RIPON.    By  Cecil  Hallett,  B..\. 

ROCHESTER.    By  G.  H.  Palmer,  B.A.    snd  Edition,  revised. 

ST.  ALBANS.    By  Rev.  T.  Pekicins,  M.A. 

ST.  ASAPH.    By  P.  B.  Ironside  Bax. 

ST.  DAVID'S.    By  Philip  Robson,  A.R.LB.A. 

ST.  PATRICK'S,  DUBLIN.    By  Rev.  J.  H.  Bernard.  M.A.,D.D.    and  Editian. 

ST.  PAUL'S.    By  Rev.  Arthur  Dlmock.  M..\.    3rd  Edition,  revised. 

ST.  SAVIOUR'S,  SOUTHWARK.    By  GKOKt^B  Worley. 

S.\L1SBURY.    By  Gleesok  White.    3rd  Editioo,  revised. 

SOUTHWELL.     IJy  Rev.  Arthur  Dimock,  M..\.    snd  Edition,  revised* 

WELLS.    By  Rev.  Percy  Dearmer,  M.A.    3rd  Edition. 

WINCH KSTER.    By  P.  W.  Sergeant.    3rd  Edition. 

WORCESTER.    By  E.  F.  Strange,    and  Ediiion. 

YORK.    By  A.  Ci.ution-Bkock,  M.A.    3rd  Edition. 

Uniform  with  atavt  Strict,    New  ready,    it.  6d.  net  tarh, 

ST.    ^L\R^IN•S   CHURCH,   CANTERBURY.      By  the  Rev.  Canon   Routlbdcb, 

>i.A.,  F.S.A. 
'  LVLKLEY  MINSTER.     By  Charles  Hiatt. 
v.iMliOKNE    MINSTER    and    CHRISTCHURCH    PRIOKY.      By   the    Rev.   T. 

VtF.K-'::*.  MA. 
TL^VKI:bIiURV  AliEEV  AND  DEERHURST  PRIORY.   ByH.  J.  L.  J.  MAssi,  M.A. 
BATH  ABBKY,  MALMESBURV  ABBEY,  and  BKADFORD-ON-AVON  CHURCH. 
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SfKAIf ORD-ON-AVON  CHURCH.     By  Harold  Baker. 
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Profusely  Illiistrattd,     Croion  Svo,  clotk^  2S.  6d,  net  each, 
AMIICNS      By  the  Rev.  T.  Pckkins,  M.A. 
liAV}:i;X.     By  the  Rev.  R.  S.  MvL.\E. 

CHAR  rr.i:.^  :  'l>.e  Cailiulial  ariJ  Cih-r  Churches.    By  H.  J.  L.  J.  MASsi,  M.A. 
>10NT  ST.  MICHLL.     By  H.  J.  L.  J.  Mass*?,  M..\. 
TAliIS  (NOrRL-DA.MK).     15y  Charles  Hiatt. 
ROU LN  :  A  he  Catlicdiul  and  Olber  Chuiciic«.  By  the  Rev.  'i'.  PEKKiNb,  M..\. 
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the  Be«t  Practical  Working  Dictioaary  of  the 
Eiis:li5h  Language. 

WEBSTER'S 

INTERNATIONAL 

DICTIONARY. 

2348  PAGES,       5000  ILLUSTRATIONS, 

NEW  EDITION,  REVISED  THROUGHOUT  WITH  A 

NEW  SUPPLEMENT  OF  25,000  ADDITIONAL 

WORDS  AND  PHRASES. 


The  Appendices  comprise  a  Pronouncing  Gazetteer  of  the  World, 
VocabuUrxes  of  Scripture,  Greek,  Latin,  and  English  Proper  Names, 
a  Dictionary  of  the  Noted  Names  of  Fiction,  a  Brief  History  of  the 
English  Language,  a  Dictionary  of  Foreign  Quotations,  Words,  Phrases, 
Proverbs,  &c.,  a  Biographical  Dictionary  with  10,000  names,  &c,  &c. 


I>r.  MQRRAT*  £i/i/vr  of  ikt  *  Oxford  Englith  Dictionary ^  sajrs  :-•'  In  this  lU 
latest  form,  and  with  its  large  Supplement  and  numeroas  ajjpeudioes  it  is  a  wonderful 
volame,  which  well  maintains  its  ground  against  all  riv'als  on  us  own  lines.  The  *  defini- 
tions.' or  more  properl)-,  '  explanations  of  meaning'  in  *  Webster*  have  always  struck  me 
a!(  particularly  ter!>e  and  well*put ;  and  it  is  bard  to  see  how  anything  better  could  be 
done  within  the  limits.' 

Frofe9<or  JOSEPH  WRIGHT,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  D.O.T^.  IJ..D.,  Editor  of 

tke  '  English  Dialect  Diciiouary*  says : — *  The  new  edition  of  "Webster's  International 

Dictionary  "  is  undoubtedly  the  most  useful  and  reliable  work  of  its  kind  in  any  country. 

.   No  one  who  has  not  examined  the  work  carefully  would  believe  that  such  a  vast  amount 

'  of  lexicographical  information  could  possibly  be  found  within  so  small  a  compass.' 

Profesnor  ▲•  H.  8AT0B,  LL.D.,  D.D.,  says:— 'It  is  indeed  a  marvellous 
work  ;  it  b  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  Dictionary  more  exhaustive  and  complete.  Every 
thing  is  in  it^not  only  what  we  nii?ht  expect  to  And  in  such  a  work,  but  also  what  few 
of  u^  would  ever  have  thought  of  looking  for.' 


Bev,  JOSEPH  WOOD,  D.D..  Httid  Matttr  of  Harrow^  says :— *  f  have  always 
thought  very  highly  of  its  merits.     Indeed,  I  consider  it  to  be  far  the  most  accoiatc 
Kr(;lish  Dictionary  in  existence^  and  much  more  reliable  than  the  "Century."    For 
nd  hourly  reference,  "  Webster  "  seems  to  me  unrivalled.' 

Prospectuses^  with  Pt-ices  and  Specimen  Pages^  9n  AppUcaiion. 
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PORTUGAL  STREET,  .W.C. 

SO.C00.  S.  &  S.  xi.a6.  .  • 


3  2044  058  302  324 


ft 


THF  rS'^n^.^?  '^'^'-  ^^  CHARGED 
.r  Tu,c  L"*^  OVERDUE  NOTIFICATION 
IF  THIS  BOOK  IS  NOT  RF TURNED  TO 
THE  LIBRARY  ok  OR  BEFORE  THE^LaI? 
tiATE  STAMPEn-BELOW.  '""^^ST 


